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'  Tuefday^   ^oth  December^   '7 94* 

Jhl  message  from  His  Majefty  was  delivered  by  Sir  Francis 
MolyneuX;  Gentleman  U(her  of  the  Black  Rod : 

Mr.  Speaker, 

The  King  commands  this  honourable  Hovfe  to  attend  His  Majejlf 
immediately  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers. 

Accordingly,  Mr*  Speaker,  with  the  Houfe,  went  up  to  attend 
His  Majefty  ;  and  being  returned, 

Mr,  SPEAKER  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  in  purfunnce  of  the 
diredlions  of  an  a£l  of  the  24th  of  his  prefent  Majeft)',  he  had  if- 
fued  his  warrants,  during  the  rccefs,  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  to 
make  out  new  writs  for  the  eledtion  of  feyeral  Members  to  ferve  in 
Parliament. 

The  Speaker  was  now  proceedii^  to  r«td  the  bill  to  prevent 
Clandeftine  Outlawry,  for  tlie  purpofe  of  opening  the  bufin^fs  of 
die  feflion,  when 
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Mr.  SHERIDAN  rofe,  nnd  faid,  he  was  forry  to  prefent  him- 
felf  to  the  Chair  at  this  moment,  but  particular  circumftanccs  made 
it  abfolutcly  neccfiary.     He  \\  as  compelled  at  that  moment  to  ftatc 
fome  objedlions  to  a  proceeding  which  had  ufually  paffcd  without 
any  obfer\'ation — he  meant  the  qucftion  which  was  now  before  the 
Houfe,  Whether  the  bill  to  prevent  clandeftine  outlawries  be  now 
read  ?  He  objected  to  putting  that  queftion,  upon  this  grouhd — it 
had  been  the  uniform  prad\icc  of  the  Houfe  to  read  that  bill  on  the 
opening  of  every  fcflion  of  Parilatne'nt,  before  they  proceeded  to  take 
His  Maje%*s  fpccch.into  confideration  ;  this  he  underftood  to  be  a 
cuftom  for  the  purpofc  df  exprcfurtg  the  right  of  the  Hdufc  of  Com- 
mons to  proceed  to  any  bufinefs  previous  to  taking  into  confideration 
the  fpcech  from  the  Throne.     He  thought  this  right  not  an  ufclefs, 
barren  trifle,  but  a  right  to  be  infifted  upon  whenever  an  occafion 
fhould  occur  for  any  practical  good  purpofc.     He  conceived  the  op- 
portunity \^as  nowcomc  for  aflerting  that  right,  and  this  he  did  by 
way  of  enforcing  the  principle  in  the  ftrongeft  mannei;  poffiblc.— 
With  that  view  he  muft  objeift  ih  form  to  the  reading  of  the  bill 
now  propofed  to  be  read,  in  order  to  introduce  a   motion  upon  an- 
other flibjecft.'     Wc  were  now  called  Upon  ferloufly  to  advife  His 
Majcfty,  in  a  time  the  moft  extraordinary,  in  a  Ctuation  the  mod 
critical   and  alarming,  upon  a  fubjed  of  the  utmoft   importance  to 
this  country  at  large,  as  well  arfo  every  Member  of  that  Houfe  ^ 
and,  before  they  could  fay  they  were  in  a  proper  fituation  to  give 
fit  advice  to  His  Majefty,  in  a  free,  feir,  and  impartial  manner, 
it  was   eflcntially  neceffaiy  they   fhould  themfelvcs  be  free,  which 
could  not,  with  anv  colour  of  rcafon,  be  faid  to  be  the  cafe  while 
the  Habeas  Corpus  aft  remained  fufpcnded.      His  oKjcdV,  therefore, 
was,  after  this  qiieftion  was  negatived,  to  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  ?i6l  of  the  laft  fcflTion  of  Parliament,  which 
fufpcndcvi  the  Habeas  Corpus  act.     He  was  confident  there  could 
be  no  obje<Siion  from  Minillers  to  this  mode  of  proceeding,  unlc^ 
they  would  afiert,  that  there  does  exift  at  this  moment  the  fame  pa- 
'rair.odnt  neccfTity  as  that  on  vi+iich  they  grounded  the  fufpcnfion  of 
the  Habeas  Corjnis  acV,  thereby  depriving  every  Englifhman  of  a 
right  which  is  moft  dear  to  him.      If  he  was  told,  that  the  bill 
which  he  now  wiflied  to  repeal  had  but  a  very,  fhort  time  to  nm  ;  or 
'if  he  fliould  be  told   it  was  not  intended  td  be  renewed,   he  would 
anfwcr,  that  he  would  not  fuffcr  fuch  a  bill  to  die  a  natural  death.; 
tliat  he  would  not  wait  a  month,  a  week,  a  day,  or  ^  finglc  rtid- 
ment,  after  the   meeting  of  Parliament,  without  calling  on  that 
Houfe  to  ad  as  independent,  honourable,  and  free  agents  for  the 
Public,  but  would  defend  thofc  rights  of  the  People  wliich  had  bcda 
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invaded  by  Miniftets;  rights,  which  the  People,  if  fairly  left  to 
the  exercife  of  them,  would  never  abufc.  He  concluded  with  fay- 
ing, that,  unlefs  the  Houfc  fliould  tcfiify  a  difinclination  to  the 
ipeafure^  he  (bould  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,,  to  repeal  the 
ael  of  the  laft  fcflion  of  Parliament  for  fufpcnding  the  Habeas  Cor- 
pus a^St. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  exprcffed  his  doubts  relative  to  the  propriety  of 
the  bonouraWc  Member's  objc<5lioos  at  tiijs  particular  time. 

The  SPEAKER  admitted  tlic  propriety  of  Mr.  Sheridan's  con- 

•  duct.  A  queltion  had  been  urged  in  the  ufual  manner,  to  which 
the  honourable  gentleman,  as  a  Member  of  Parliament,  had  a 
right,  if  he  plqafcd,  to  objedt.  The  parties  were  now  at  ilfuo,  and 
it  was  the  Houfe  alone  which  could  decide  the  difference. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  fupported  the  original  motion  as  fubmitted  to 
them  by  the  Speaker.  As  to  that  to  >vhich  Mr.  Sheridan  called 
their  attention,  he  could  by  no  means  give  his  acquicfcencc.  He 
law  no  reafon  why  the  more  urgent  difcuffion  of  the  day  fliould  be 
delayed  for  the  j^i^rpofe  of  deliberating  on  a  fubjedl  of  an  extraneous 
nature.  Before  the  expiration  of  the  bill,  which  happened  in  the 
month  of  February,  tlicre  would  be  ample  opportunities  to  confider 

•  the  propriet}'  of  its  renewal.  If,  however,  his  opinion  could  af- 
ford any  gratification,  he  had  no  fcruplc  in  declaring,  that,  if  from 
the  compiedtion  of  the  times,  no  lironger  reafons  appeared  for  the 
difcontkiuance  of  its  fufpenCon,  than  at  prefcnt  exifted,  the  fafcty 
of  the  Government  and  the  Country  demanded  its  renewal  in  the 
month  of  Februarv. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  faid,  that  though  Mr.  Dundas  fccmed  to  have 
made  up  his  mind  by  anticipation,  it  did  not  follow  that  this  Houfe 
fhould  be  of  his  opinion.  He  cxpeded,  from  the  candour  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  th:it  he  flvjuld  not  hr»vc 
infitted  nowon.tbc  propriety  of  continuing  the  fufpcnfi.)nof  the  Ha- 
beas Corpus  atS,  without  afligning  fame  reafon  for  it.  But  he  only 
-  enjoined  them ^to  wear  their  fnacklcs  to  tlie  month  of  Fcbruar)' ;  and 
he  fliould  then  condefcend  to  think  of  the  expediency  of  taking  them 
off.  The  late  events  fliould  teach  the  Hv>ufe  the  better  lelfon  of 
maintaining  its  own  refpcdtability.  The  verdidh  of  the  virtujus 
juries  at  the  Old  Bailey  had  fuificiently  demonftratal  that  no  fuch 
thing  as  a  confpiracy  had  exifted  in  this  country.  The  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had  ftated',  that  the  fufpenfton  of  the  Ha- 
beas Corpus  Z&.  kept  the  people,  and  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people, 
infliacklcs.  In  this  opinion  hej  .agreed  with  him,  and  therefore 
thought  that  it  ought  inftantaneoufly  ^to  be  repealed,  and  tha  the 
people  ought* not  to  be  flaacklcd  another  d:y,  much  kfs  to  be  all  jwcd 
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to  remain  till  February  at  the  will  of  Minifters,     There  never  ^vas 
a  time  which  called  more  for  ftricS  inquiry*  into  the  condu6t  af  Ali- 
nifters  than  the  prefent.     The  Houfe  had,  on  the  fuggeftion  of  cer- 
tain pcrfon?,  declared  there  cxifted  a  plot  in  this  country,  thereby  in 
a  great  me  af  are  prejudging  and  preventing  the  fair  operation  of  the 
Grand  Jury.     Perrons  were  accufcd  on  that  occafipn,  and    niany 
things  were  publiflied  againft  the  accufed,  and  even  threats  held  oiit 
in  papers  well  known  to  be  under  the  influence  of  Government,   ir\ 
order  to  bring  about  a  verdict  contrary  to  the  good  fenfe,  tho  ho- 
nour, and  the  jufticeof  the  jury.     Their  Verdi<fts,  however,  were 
well  known,  and  the  pra£lical  inference  from  thefe  trials  was,    that 
there  never  cxifted  any  fuch  plot  as  was  ftated  to  exift,  and  that  there 
was  no  occafion  for  (hutting  up  individuals  for  fix  months  upon  fuch 
charges  as  had  been  preferred  againft  them.     But  he  hoped  the  day  • 
would  come  when  fuch  pradices  would  be  fairly  examined,  as  well 
as  the  fubjeS  of  new-fangled  treafons,  introduced  by  Miniftry,   in 
dircd  and  unconftitutional  contradiilion  to  the  ftatute  of  Edward  the 
Third. 

A  Member  on  the  Treafury  fide  of  the  Houfe,  (Mr.  MAURICE 
ROBINSON)  faid  he  fhould  oppofe  the  fufpcnfion  of  tlie  Habeas 
Corpus  ad  when  the  proper  time  came  for  difcuffmg  it ;  but  that  he 
could  not  agree  to  any  departure  from  the  ufual  mode  of  proceeding 
on  the  firft  day  of  the  feiTion,  more  cfpecially  at  a  period  when  every 
thing  that  nriight  admit  of  a  conftrudioq  difrcfpcdful  to  His  Majefty 
ought  to  Le  avoided. 

The  solicitor' GENERAL,  (Sir  John  Mitford)  thought 
it  a  duty  incumbent  upon  him  to  deliver  his  fentiments  on  this  oc- 
cafion ;  becaufe,  if  any  blame  was  attached  to  thofe  in  power,  he 
was  in  a  great  degree  implicated.  So  far  from  having  any  doubts 
on  the  fubjecV,  he  declared  that  he  was  more  and  more,  from  the 
proceedings  that  had  taken  place  on  the  trials,  convinced  of  the  ex- 
iftence  of  the  confpiracy.  The  only  eflTed  of  the  late  verdijfls,  he 
ftated  to  be,  that  the  perfons  acquitted  could  not  be  agnin  tried  for 
the  fame  offence !  They  by  no  means  went,  in  his  opinion,  to  affe£l 
the  general  queftion.  One  of  the  perfons  who  were  tried  and  ac- 
quitted, he  meant  Mr.  Tooke,  had  afren^ards,  when  examined  on 
his  oath,  admitted  the  exiftence  of  fuch  a  confpiracy,  and  tlie  in- 
tention of  calling  together  a  Britifli  Convention : — r 

Mr.  BRANDLING  interrupted  the  learned  gentleman  by  ob- 
ferving,  that  his  reverence  for  the  Conftitution  would  not  allow  him 
to  fit  in  filencc  while  he  heard  the  fmalleft  infinuaiion  agfiinft  the 
condud  of  jurors.  Thofe  fummone<|  on  the  late  trialij  had  cer- 
tainly acted  agreeably  to  the  didlates  of  their  confciencc ;  therefore 
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it  would  be  proper  and  wife  in  gentlemen — more  efpecially  thofc  o^ 
the  learned  profeffion — to  withhold  any  obfcrvations  which  might  be 
conftrucd  unfavourable  to  them. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  proceeded  by  ftating  the  topic 
of  dffputc,  and  by  adverting  more  particularly  to  what  had  fallen 
from  the  gentlemen  on  the  oppofite  tide.  The  latter  denied  the  cx- 
iftence  of  a  confpiracy — he  and  his  friends,  on  the  contrary,  fup- 
ported  tlic  affirm  uive.  But  no  gentleman  who  wiflied  for  a  rational 
difcuTion  would  deny  thnt  a  confpiracy  of  fiich  a  nature  might  exift, 
as,  in  the  rci'dlt  of  a  profecution,  would  tend  to  the  con  virion  of 
fomc,  and  the  acquittal  of  others.  The  perfons  accufed  might, 
indeed,  be  all  equally  guilty;  but  by  the  doubts  of  the  jurors,  or 
by  t]\e  deficiency  of  the  evidence,  a  difcri  mi  nation  of  the  nature 
now  defcrihed  might  follow.  Not  only  the  evidence  of  a  perfon 
tried  and  acquitted,  prove  upon  oath  the  exiftencc  of  the  confpiracy, 
but  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  fandioned  by  that  Houfc,  ferved 
to  cormboratc  the  alfertion. 

"If  the  Juries  hid  been  as  well  informed  of  fa<Ss  as  1  was, 
Chey  would  have  aftcd  in  a  different  manner !  I  do  not,  however, 
attempt  to  ftigmjti'c  them  for  their  conduct.  The  fituation  of 
this  country  has,  inJcH,  the  moft  ferious  completion  !  \Hgar! 
H:arl '  H:arl  from  the  oppofite  fide.]  The  fncer  of  ridicule  I 
can  defpife  in  the  diicharge  of  my  duty,  but,  atleaft,  let  gentlemen 
comprehend  my  meaaing  before  they  fignify  their  approbation  or 
difapprobation.  I  fay,  tliat  there  are  men  in  tiiis  country  who 
propagate  dodrincs  of  the  moft  dangerous  tendency.  There  arc 
men  who  pretend  to  do  one  thing,  while  their  real  aftions  appear 
diametrically  oppofite.  There  are  men  of  a  malignant  fpirit,  who, 
to  obtain  a  parliamentar)'  reform,  think  any  means  juftifiablc.— 
There  are  focictics,  affili;ited,  after  the  example  of  the  dcteftaWc 
Jacobins  of  France,  v/hofc  aim  is  univerfal  fufFrage,  whofc  plans  of 
reform  are  imprailicable,  beciufe  they  would  unavoidably  intro- 
duce the  French  anarchv,  with  all  its  horrid  concomitants.  Thence 
I  conclude,  that  a  confpiracy  has  cxiftcd,  and  does  fiill  cxift,  to 
overturn  the  happy  Conftitution  and  Government  of  this  country  I" 
Should  a  doubt  remain  in  the  minds  of  fober  and  impartial  men, 
let  them  turn  their  attention  to^  the  papers  and  addreffes  >of  the  dif- 
ferent focieties  who  have  been  unboandcd  in  their  praifes  of  the 
French  Convention — L-Jt  them  fcriouily  ponder  over  the  feveral 
congratulations,  written  by  their  malignant  leaders,  and  recorded 
in  their  proceedings — Let  them  examine  alfo  the  writings  of  thofe 
who  have  fupponed  the  French  revolution,  and  thofe  who  are  the 
moft  cnthufi^c  reformers.     They  will  at  once  colledt  from  thefc 
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f(^!e  fourccs,  the  objcdl  and  fpirit  of  the  modern  reformers  ;  they 
will  thence  be  convinced  of  the  exigence  of  a  conrpiracy  !  Their  af- 
feded  moderation  ferves  to  pjt  men  of  poliacal  penetration  on  their 
guard  ;  and  even  the  nriildcft  of  tlicir  champions  cunnot  fufficiently 
difguire  their  intentions. 

Of  the  fpcculative  writers  on  this  fubjciSl,  one  of  the  moft  elo- 
4juent  fays,  "  Let  us  obtain  univerfal  fuitrage,  and  monarchy  and 
ariftocracy  will  be  but  as  duft  in  the  balance."  All  this  is  true. 
If  univerfal  fLifFragc  be  obtained,  monarchy  and  ariftocracy  will  be 
but  as  dud  in  the  balance,  becaufc  the  diftinclions  of  focietv  arc 
properly  weighed  and  adjufled  by  the  prefent  fyftcm,  anc^  thus  the 
equilibrium  retained  ;  but  univerfal  fufFrage  being  inconfulcnt  with 
order  and  the  true  aJminiftration  of  juftlce  sn<l  the  laws,  the  pro- 
portions are  def( roved,  and  i'iot  and  confufion  will  bear  down  the 
fcale.  This  was  fullv  eftabliihed  in  the  courfeof  the  trials.  Tliofe 
who  were  engaged,  contended  not  for  univerfal  fuffragc  only,  but 
for  the  inalienable  right  of  the  people  to  cfieit  a  reform.  SuCh 
lights  can  cxift  ncidier  in  tliis  nor  in  any  other  well-regiilatcd  coun- 
try. There  would  be  perpetual  innovation,  and  perpetual  confu- 
fion.     To  demand  as  a  right 

Mr.  MAINVVARING  interrupted  the  learned  gentleman  in 
his  argument,  by  reminding  him  of  the  queftion,  from  which  he 
Tufped^cd  lie  hud  unwarily  departed.  He  declared  he  thought  the 
learned  gentleman  was  going  beyond  the  rules  and  orders  of  the 
Houfe. 

The  SPEAKER  was  of  opinion,  tliat  as  the  point  m  difpute 
originated  from  an  obfcrvation  that  rto  plot  now  exited  in  this  coun- 
try, and  as  the  obfervadons  of  the  learned  gentleman  tended  to 
maintain  that  fuch  a  plot  did  exifl,  he  could  not  be  faid  in  ftridt- 
jiefs  to  have  departed  from  the  rule  of  order. 

Mr.  FOX  obfcrvcd,  that  the  motion  intended  to  be  made  by 
bis  honourable  friend  ought  not  to  be  pbjcdtcd  to.  The  Houfe^ 
for  tlie  purpofc  of  aiferting  their  own  dignity  and  independence,  and 
not  from  a  defire  of  fliewing  any  difrefpecl  to  die  Crown,  for  tliat 
would  at  all  times  be  improper  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  had 
proceeded  to  read  a  bill,  or  do  fome  other  acl,  previous  to  taking 
the  fpee'ch  from  the  Throne  into  their  confideration.  This  they 
(did  firft  for  the  purpofc  of  eftablifhing,  and  afterwards  continuing 
a  right  which  they  now  irKontcflably  enjoyed,  and  it  was  a  right 
they  fliould  continue  to  enjoy,  becaufc  it  was  beneficial  to  the  Pub- 
lic ;  and  that  being  the  view  he  had  of  the  fubjed,  he  confeffcd 
'  that  qll  the  debate  which  had  arifen  on  the  obfcrvation  of  his  ho- 
nourable friend's  was  ftridly  regular,  for  it  certainly  was  as  rcgu- 
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br  for  ore  perfon  to  afTerr,  as  it  was  for  another  to  deny  the  exift-' 
ence  of  a  plot.  He  liftcncd  with  great  attention,  as  he  ought  to 
do,  to  what  he  heard  from  the  Solicitor  General.  The  learned 
gentleman  had  given  his  own  opinion  on  thcfc  trials,  and  he  liad 
alfo  taken  notice  of  the  dcdfion  of  the  jury.  N<jw  in  giving  hia 
own  opinion,  even  although  his  arguments  (hotild  be  agninfl  it,  he 
haa  a  right  to  do  fo ;  but  it  did  not  appear  that  the  Jur^'  gave  him 
any  authority  to  fay  any  thing  for  them.  Now  with  regard  tO  tile 
verdict  of  acquittal  of  a  Jury,  Mr.  Fox  faid  he  undcrftcod  it  to  be 
in  the  language  of  the  Conllitution  of  this  coumr),  an  cftabJilhmcnt 
of  :he  innocence  of  the  accufcd — a  complete  vindication  of  charac- 
ter, and  rcftoration  of  honour.  But  he  had  heard  language  to-night 
which  was  to  him  entirely  new,  for  he  had  been  told  that  the  vcr- 
di>it  of  acquittil  was  in  cffcfl  no  more  than  that  the  accufcd  prty 
(hould  not  be  tried  again  on  the  fame  charge.  That  was  a  defini- 
tion'of  law,  he  trufled,  he  iTiould  never  hear  again,  even  from  tlic 
colleagues  of  that  learned  gentleman.  He  had  not  the  good  fortune 
to  hear  his  fprech  on  the  late  trials,  but  there  appeared  to  him, 
from  what  he  ha.1  heard  of  that  fpeech,  to  be  a  repetition  of  conli- 
dcrablc  parts  of  it  to-niglit.  The  learned  gentleman  had  infiftcd 
on  the  cjviftence  of  a  trealbnablc  plot,  becaufe  it  appeared  that  there 
were  feme  perfons  who  wifhed  for  univerfal  fuflVagc  and  annual 
parliaments ;  and  becaufe  addrelTes  had  been  prefcntcd  to  the  French 
Convention,  or  becaufe  thcfc  perfons  held,  opinions  upon  polidcal 
fubjeiSs  contrary  to  tliofe  of  the  learned  gentleman.  It  was  tlius 
the  doftrinc  of  conlmcllve  treafon  was  to  be  maintained ;  doctrines, 
which  if  permitted  to  pafs  unnoticed  in  any  place  wlierc  the  publi-" 
cation  of  opinion  was  important,  might  in  time  he  infilled  upon  as 
the,  law-of  the  land.  The  learned  gentleman  faid,  that  the  evidence 
on  the  trials  proved  the  cxiftence  of  a  trcafonahle  plot :  he  might 
think  fo;  hut,  did  the  Jury  tliink  for — Mofl  unqueftionably  ihcy 
did  no:.  The  Jury  had  the  advantageof  hearing  the  fpcccli  of  that 
leimcd  gentleman,  but  it  did  not  convince  ttiem  ;  and,  Mr.  Fox 
f.iid,  if  he  miglit  judge  from  the  fpcclmen,  which  the  learned  gen- 
tleman had  given  to-night,  he  believed  it  would  have  had  no  better 
effect  upon  himfelf.  The  learned  gentleman  (aid  he  was  better  in- 
formed tlian  the  Jun,' ;  but  it  did  not  appear  from  tliat  obfervaticn, 
that  the  learned  gentleman  had  communicated  that  fuperior  know- 
leJ^c,  either  on  tlie  trials  on  that  occalion,  or  tO"  the  Houfe  in  the 
pt.ftiit  inilance.  Mr.  Fox  then  took  notice  of  the  acquittals  of 
Mr.  Hardy,  Mr.  Toukc,  Mr.  Thehvall,  and  nil  the  other  gcntle- 
nicn  «ho  had  lieen  inlii5ied  as  auihcrs  of  a  trear<TnaUc  plot,  on 
which  it  had  been  mainiaintd  in  that  Houfe,  that  extraordinary  fleps 
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ought  to  be  taken.  The  Jury  had  negatived  the  cxiftence  of  that 
plot,  by  finding  them  all  not  guilty. — That  Jury  were  not  men  who 
had  favours  to  aflc  of  Government ;— ^they  were  not  Members  in 
that  Houfc  adopting  the  Report  of  a  Secret  Committee,  afterwards 
voting  for  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  A6\,  and  then,  per- 
haps, within  a  month,  called  to  the  Houfc  of  Peers.  No ;  thcf 
were  men  who  honcftly  and  confcientioufly  performed  their  duty, 
and  he  believed  they  performed  it  well  to  the  fatisfadlion  of  the  Pub- 
lic ;  and  happy  indeed  it  was  for  the  people  of  this  country  fliat 
their  lives  and  chara<flcrs,  and  every  thing  they  held  moft  dear,  was 
in  fuch  hands.  Now,  how  (lood  the  cafe? — A  Committee  of  ^hat 
Houfe  had  declared  there  exiftcd  a  trcaforiablc  confpiracy  in  this 
country  ;  the  yiry,  by  their  verdidV,  had  denied  its  exiftencc.  He 
did  not  afk  the  profccutors  whether  they  were  fatisfied  of  the  exift-  . 
cncc  of  a  plot ;  he  dared  fay  they  were  ;  but  he  would  afk  a  jury, 
and  they  would  anfwer  him  there  was  no  fuch  plot.  With  thefe 
refledlions,  he  thought  his  honourable  friend  fully  juflificd  in  cal- 
ling the  attention  of  the  Houfc  as  early  as  poffible  to  the  fubjeA  ; 
for,  if  time  were  given,  frefh  plots,  new  falfe  alarsms,  and  confpi- 
racics  might  be  brought  forward  to  anfwer  the  fame  purpofes  as  the 
former.  They  would  call  out  their  new  John  Nokes  and  Thomas 
Stiles,  and  all  the  herd  of  their  fpics,  to  fupport  fuch  plots,  and 
therefore  to  avoid  the  poflibility  of  fuch  evils  recurring,  it  was  ef- 
fential  that  no  time  fliould  be  loft.  This  was  a  fubjedl  on  which 
thofe  who  felt  for  the  Conftitution  as  they  ought,  would  confider 
gravely,  and  the  more  cfpccially  as  dodrines  had  been  maintained 
on  the  law  of  treafbn,  by  Advocates,  whofc  learning  and  importance 
carried  with  their  opinion  almofl  as  much  weight  as  if  coming  from 
the  Bench  ;  do<Slrines,  which,  if  allowed  to  creep  in,  and  eftablifh 
thcmfelves,  might,  in  procefs  of  time,  be  deftru<ftive  to  the  civil 
liberty  of  the  country.  It  was  a  point,  therefcre,  which  could  not 
be  too  foon  or  too  feriouflv  difcuffed  :  for  it  was  alarming  to  hedir 
what  he  had  indeed  apprehended  would  be  the  cafe,  becaufe  he 
knew  that  there  was  nothing  fo  defperate,  of  which  Minifters  were 
not  capable,  that  on  fuch  pretences  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft  was  to 
be  again  fufpended,  after  it  had  been  proved  already  tliat  the  very  * 
caufc  for  that  fufpenfion  did  not  exift.  He  concluded  with  profef- 
fing  his  readinefs  to  difcufs  the  fubjc<Sl  at  length,  whenever  it  cama 
in  a  formal  manner  before  the  Houfe,  but  if  his  honourable  friend 
fhould  pcrlift  in  making  his  motion  to-night,  he  fliould  vote. in  it$ 
favour. 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  faid  he  would  not  enter  at  laige  into  the 
fubjcft,  but  fome  tilings  he  had  heard  this  night  from  his  right  ho* 
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nounblc  friend,"  made  it  impofTible  for  him  to  fit  ftUl.  He  had 
had  a  fliare  in  the  conduft  of  the  profecutions  alluded  to,  and  he 
fhould  not  fhclter  himfelf  under  the  right  qf  pleading  the  duty  of 
an  Advocate,  hefhould  fcom  to  avail  himfelf  of  fuch  a  fubterfugc; 
in  the  part  which  he  had  taken  he  avowed  the  moil  unequivocal 
refponlibility,  and  he  was  ready  to  deliver  his  opinion  freely  in  that 
Houfe  upon  that  fubjcift  Whenever  it  ftiould  be  difcuffed,  at  full 
length.  This  much,  however,  he  muft  fay  now,  that  he  did  not 
agree  with  his  right  iioilounible  friend  as  to  the  conflitutional  q>c- 
ration  of  a  verdii^  of  acquittal  in  a  Court  of  Juftice.  He  had  faid 
that  fuch  an  acquittal  was  a  complete  eftabliftiment  of  innocbncCf 
aiid  a  complete  jiiftification  of  the  accufcd.  So  little  did  he  think 
that  to  be  the  cafe,  that  no  pcrfon  was  bound  to  form  that  conclu- 
fion  for  himfelf  in  that  Houfe.  Out  of  that  Houfe  it  was  unquef- 
tionably  every  man's  duty  not  to  arraign  the  verdifl  of  anyjuryi 
but  in  that  Houfe  there  was  no  fuch  inJun<S)ion  when  the  fubjedt 
came  to  be  difculTcd.  Neither  the  prefumption  of  common  fenfe, 
nor  any  rule  of  legiflative  difcufiion  required  that  any  Member  of 
that  Houfe  JHould  agree  in  declaring  that  a  perfon  was  whoUy  and 
entirely  innocent  of  an  offence  laid  to  his  charge,  bccaufe  he  flood 
acquitted  in  a-Court  of  Juflicc.  As  well  might  it  be  &id  that  an 
houfe-brcaker,  highfray-man,  or  pick-pocket,  was  as  pure  and 
honouT^le  a  charaifier  as  his  ri^t  honourable  friend,  merely  be- 
caufe  by  die  forms  of  a  Court  of  Law  he  fhould  be  entitled  to  his 
acquittal.  The  truth  was,  that  every  man  accuflomed  to  attend 
Courts  of  Juftice,  knew  that  many  guilty  men  were  acquitted,  not 
bccaufe  any  real  doubts  might  be  entertained  of  their  guilt,  but  bc- 
caufe they  were  entitled  to  that  acquittal  by  the  OtiiSt  rules  of  legal 
evidence.  He  obferved  he  did  not  cxpc^  M  hear  it  ai^ucd,  that 
merely  from  the  cffefl  of  an  acquittal,  and-  without  attending  to 
any  other  circumftariccs,  the  accufed  part)'  mud  be  conlidcred  as 
purely  innocent.  He  (hould  not  arraign  the  vcrdi6l  of  a  juiy  any 
where  clfc,  nor  did  he  wifti  to  fay  any  thing  upon  this  fubjedt, 
The  jury  were  conflitutcd  as  they  ouglit  to  be  conftitutcd,'  ihcy 
were  nominated  by  the  Sheriff  in  the  ufual  form,  and  reiurncii. 
On  the  time  for  procpcdii^  to  the  challenges,  a  vaft  number  of  , 
thetn  appeared  to  be  difqualilied,  fcarcely  enow  attending  to  al- 
low the  prisoner  his  peremptory  challenges,  and  the  Crown  the 
challenges  in  the  form  the  law  required.  It  was  not  necelTary 
that  the  jury  (hould  be  clearly  fatisficd  of  the  entire  innocence  of 
the  party  accidcd  in  order  to  acquit  him  \  if  there  was  a  doubt  in 
iiytir  mind,  that  doubt  was  fufficient  ground  for  their  acquittal. 
But  would  any  man  fav  that  bccaufe  upon  fuch  a  doubt,  they  might 
Vol.  XL.  "  C 
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acquit,  therefore  there  was  no  ground  for  the  charge,  or  that   the 
party  was  entirely  innocent?   ,  It  hacj  been  faid  that  do6lrincs   of 
high  trcafon  which  were  dangerous  to  the  Conftitution,  had  been 
maintained  on  the  late  trials.     He  knew  not  to  whom  in  particular 
that  obfervation  was  dirccSed.     He  was  ready  to  take  the  rcfponfi- 
bility  on  himfclf  for  what  he  had  faid  upon  thefc  trials.     He  alfo 
had  noticed  much  of  what  had  been  faid  by  others,  and  in  no  in- 
ftapce  did  there  appear  to  him  any  thing  that  could  warrant  fuch 
^       ■  an  obfervation.     The  two  learned  gentlemen  who  took  the  lead  in 
the  profccutions,  had  fo  conducted  themfelves  as  to  rivet  his  efteem 
to' them  for  ever.     He  concluded  with  obferving  that  he  (hould 
have  fat  filent  if  he  had  not  heard  fomc  doflrincs,  which,  in  his 
Opinion,  ought  to  be  refuted,  efpecially  as  they  came  from  an  au- 
thority which  was  fo  juftly  and  fo  highly  rcfpcfted. 

Mr.  FOX,  after  a  fhort  compliment  to  the  learned  and  honpur*. 
ible  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  obferved,  that  no  refpcdl  or  efteem 
,  which  he  might  have  for  him  (hould  bias  his  opinion  upon  any  fuh- 
jc&.  He  did  not  mean  to  infinuate  that  that  learned  gentlemail 
had  delivered  any  opinion  as  an  advocate,  which  he  did  not  believe 
to  be  a  juft  one.  Notwitliftanding  tliat,  Mr.  Fox  obferved,  that 
nothing  (hould  deter  him  from  forming  and  delivering  his  own  fen- 
timents,  the  more  efpecially  upon  points  that  involve  every  thing 
that  can  be  dear  to  every  honeft  man  in  this  country.  And  upon 
this  he  would  now  declare  that  much  of  the  dodlrine  maintained  on 
the  late  trials  for  high  treafon  was  contrary,  as  it  appeared  to  him, 
to  the  letter,  and  to  the  fpirit  of  the  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  25  th 
©f  Edward  HI.  and  as  far  as  he  had  examined,  Jiot  warranted  upon  ' 
any  good  legal  authorit)',  dodlrines  which  he  knew  to  be  incompa* 
tible  with  the  fpirit  of  any  good  law,  and  which  he  believed  to  ht 
difgufting  to  the  mod  enlightened  and  independent  fubjeds  of  Great 
'  Britain.  With  refpctl  to  the  efFeft  of  the  verdift  of  the  jury,  all 
he  had  pronounced  was  the  opinion  of  the  jury ;  they  had  expreffed 
no  doubts,  and  he  knew  of  none  ;  tlierefore,  he  took  it  as  it  ap- 
peared, that  the  acCufcd  were  innocent,  becaufe  they  were  pro- 
nounced, not  guilty.  He  had  no  difficulty  in  faying  his  opinion 
-  coincided  with  that  of  tlic  jury. ,  If  there  were  any  diflEerencc,  it 
Was  only  that  he  thought,  when  the  proceedings  for  the  profecution 
were  clofed,  he  (hould  have  told  the  prifoncr,  you  need  not  enter 
upon  your  defence,  you  are  acquitted,  becaufe  the  evidence  for  the 
Crown  is  infufficicnt-  • 

Mr.  Chancellor  PfTT  faid,  he  would  not  advert  to  much  of 
what  he  had  heard  upon  this  fubjeft  on  the  other  fide,  becauf« 
proper  anfwcrs  had  been  given  to  moft  of  the  arguments  already. 
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He  wilhed  dieHoufe  to  rccolle<5l  what  the  queftion  was' which  was 
now  before  them.    It  was  perfectly  true  that  in  point  of  form,  a 
bill  ihould  be  read  previous  to  the  entering  on  the  difciiflion  of  th^ 
fpeech  from  the  Throne,  and  therefore  a  motion  for  it  was  always 
made,    but  it  was  always  a  formal   motion,  and  he  believed  it 
would  be  difficult  to  find,  in  the  courfe  of  pradlical  bufinefs,  an  in- 
ftance  where  the  Houfe  had  proceeded  beyond  the  mere  point  of 
form.     No  doubt  could  be  entertained  of  the  right  which  the 
Houfe  had  to  enter  upon  ftrious  bufinefs  previous  to  the  difcuflTion 
of  His  Majefty's  fpeech  ;  but  this  was  a  right  which  was  not  to  be 
ufed  but  in  cafes  of  extreme  urgcncc.     Now  what  was  the  caf« 
here  ?    An  honourable  gentleman  had  faid  that  a  certain  bill,  the 
operation  of  which  fufpended  the  Habeas  Corpus  aift,  ought  to  bt 
repealed.     What  reafon  was  there  for  repealing  it  now  ?     He  would 
fay  there  could  be  none,    unlefs  it  was  meant  to  be  alledgcd   that 
what  Parliament  had  adled  upon,  after  due  deliberation,  was  now 
difproved  ;  or  that  the  conduft  of  Government  had  been  fo  rcpre- 
henfible^that  they  had '  manifeftly  abufed  the  difcretion  which  had 
been  r^pofed  in  them.     Now,  would  any  of  the  honourable  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  fide  take  fuch  ground  and  jufiify  cither  of  thefc 
propofitions  ?  ITiey  faid  the  jury  had  negatived  the  cxiftence  of  a 
plot.      He  affirmed,  they  had  done  no  fuch  thing.     They  had  ne- 
gatived the  exifience  of  the  charge,  upon  the  proof  exhibited  within  . 
the  line  of  law,  in  the  manner  and  form  ftated  in  the  indidmcnt ; 
they  had  not  negatived  that  part  of  the  charge  which  was  the  ground 
of  the  fufpcnfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  adt,  namely,  that  thefe  per- 
fons  were  parties  to  a  confpiracy,  if  not  of  trcafon,  to  a  crime  as 
great  in  moral  guilt,  and  as  dangerous  to  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  Parliament,    and  to  the  tranquillity  of  the  country,  as  treafon, 
or  any  other  oflFence  can  be.     The  verdict  of  acquittal,   therefore, 
was  not  conclufive  evidence  to  the  fatisfedtion  of  the  Houfe,    that 
tlie  bill  for  fufpcnding  the  Habeas  Corpus  a6l  ouglit  to  be  repealed. 
He  was  for  one  prepred  to  argue  that  all  the  fubftantial  grounds, 
(he  fpoke  not  of  formal  or  technical  trcafon,  but  of  that  fpecies  of 
moral  guilt  and  dangerous  tendency  which  made  precaution  ncccf- 
fary,  and  which,  he  believed,  in  the  opinion  of  the  world  at  Ihrge, 
was  as  deftru6Hvc  to  the  State  as  any  trcafon  whatever,  did  exift) 
were  proved  upon  thefe  trials.     Whether  it  would  be  neceflary  to 
continue  the  fufpcnfion  of  tliC  Habeas  Corpus  adl,  he  would  not 
now   argue,    becaufe  it  wa^  not  now  neceflary  to  argue  it.     H^ 
could  not,  however,  leave  it  without  faying  that  he  faw  no  reafon 
for  abandoning  the  caution  which  the  Lcgiflature  had  provided.-^ 
He  muft  alfo  add,  that  if  it  (hall  appear  after  the  trials  of  the  pcifons 
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charged  in  this  indictment  for  high  treafon^  that  they  have  not  been 
fupported  fo  as  to  lead  to  the  proof  of  legal  guilt  againft  the  indivi- 
dual§:  but  if  they  have  been  in  the  opinion  of  the  Public,  guilty  of 
a  defign  as  dangerous  as  any  that  ever  were  attempted^  which  do 
not  come  within  the  degree  of  punifhment  which  the  law  at  prefent 
provides,  Parliament  would  then  do  wifely  to  confider  whether 
jnorc  or  Icfs  precaution  to -prevent  fuch  mifchief  fhall  be  adopted. 
He  would  not  anticipate  what  the  decifion  of  the  Houfc  would  be 
upon  that  fubjed ;  nor  would  he  now  declare  his  own  opinion  on 
the  fubjed.  But  he  would  not  admit  the  queftion  to  have  been  de- 
cided on  the  certain  grounds,  and  particularly  the  high  tone  which 
had  been  adopted  this  day.  He  then  proceeded  to  juftify  the  officers 
of  Government  as  to  the  length  of  the  confinement  of  perfons  wlio 
flood  charged,  and  contended  that  they  fufFered  no  hardships  to 
which  they  would  not  have  been  fubjeftcd,  under  the  charges  ex- 
hibited againft  them,  if  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft  had  never  been  fuf- 
pcnded.  He  obfervcd,  thiat  Government  were  juftified  in  the  ac- 
cufations  tlicy  made  againft  them  on  the  evidence  which  they  had 
an  opportunity  of  hearing  ;  they  could  but  hear  one  fide,  the  de- 
fence was  not  open  to  them.  On  what  they  heard,  thefc  perfons 
were  committed,  regularly  charged  with  their  indiftmcnts,  and 
thefe  indidments  were  found  true  bills  by  the  grand  jury.  No 
higher  juftification  could  be  had,  nor  could  there  be  found  a  mote 
fatrsfadlory  anfwcr  to  all  complaints  againft  the  proceedings  adopted, 
with  refpeft  to  the  perfons  that  had  been  accutd.  Under  all  thefc 
circumftances,  there  was  nothing  which  could  or  ought  to  decide 
the  mind  of  any  impartial  man  againft  the  renewal  of  the  fufpen- 
lion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  ad.  It  was  a  meafure  now  as  much  a$ 
ever  neccflTary  for  the  public  fafety.  But  leaving  all  thefe  points 
behind,  there  was  nothing  in  what  had  been  faid  to-night,  which 
ought  to  induce  the  Houfe  not  to  proceed  to  bufinefs,  on  which  the 
public  attention  was  fixed,  o^  to  depart  from  the.  common  order  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  confidered  the  verdift  of  a  jury  in  acquitting 
any  perfon  charged  with  a  crime  conclufive  evidence  in  juftice,  in 
morals,  and  in  common  fenfe,  and  a  complete  juftification  of  inno- 
cence. He  had  ever  underftood  it  as  a  maxim  of  Englifti  law,' 
that  every  perfon  was  to  be  confidered  innocent  till  he  was  found 
guilty.  He  exprplfcd  great  indignation  at  fome  of  the  dedrine  he 
had  heard  to-night  from  the  minifterial  fide  of  the  Houfe,  and  de- 
clared that  after  what  he  had  heard,  he  (hould  not  be  furprized  to 
hear  it  propofed  f^om  that  quayter,  that  a  Baftillc  Ih^uld  be  ercded 
^n  this  countr)-.  '  > 
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Mr.  SHERTDAN  replied  fliortly  to  all  the  obfervatlons  which 
had  been  made  on  his  propofcd  motion.  Hcfaidthac  the  bill,  the 
reading  of  which  he  oppofed,  v  :is  a  bill  for  preventing  clandclline 
outlawries.  He  had  no  objeftion  to  fuch  a  bill ;  but  what  he  chiefly 
had  in  view  was  to  prevent  a  bill  for  the  clandcftine  outlawry  of  tlu: 
Habea»,CoTpus  afl,  and  the  beft  fecuritics  for  the  lives  and  liberties 
of  the  people.  When  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fpoke  of  the 
fufpenfion  having  been  voted  on  folemn  deliberation,  he  was  not  ir\- 
the  highcft  form  of  memory,  for  it  was  hurried  through  the  Houfe 
with  unprecedented  precipitation,  in  only  two  days,  and  without 
even  the  formalitj'  of  a  previous  notice.  By  the  trials  for  treafon^' 
and  the  declaration  of  a  learned  gentleman,  it  appeared  that  there 
wcreatleaft  two  culprits,  viz.  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General, 
who  had  either  profecuted  perfons  who  were  not  engaged  in  the  fup- 
pofed confpirac)',  or  neglefted  to  bring  forward  the  evidence  to  con- 
vi(3  them,  .although  the)'  were  in  pofle0ion  of  fuch  evidence.  He 
was  under  no  nccefliiv  of  ,p<5rrifling  in  his  motion  now  ;  he  could 
make  it  at  any  time  he  pleafed.  He  had  hinted  already,  that  If  the 
Houfe  did  not  wi(h  to  hear  it  now,  he  would  not  now  perfift  in  It. 
The  time  would  foon  come  when  the  fubjeiS  fhould  be  ferioufly  dif- 
ciifTed.  He  took  therefore  this  opportunity  of  giving  notice,  that 
as  every  word  he  had  heard  from  the  oiher  fide  of  the  Houfe  had  con- 
firmed him  in  his  opinion,  that  tlie  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
afl  was  intended  to  be  renewed,  he  fliould  take  the  earlicll  day  he 
could  to  bring  forward  the  difculTion.  He  was  determined  to  allow 
no  time  to  concert  plans  for  cxcitii^  alarm,  no  time  to  make  frcflt 
faife  accufatlons,  no  time  to  marfhal  and  arrange  fpies,  but  to  call 
at  once  upon  the  Miniftcrs  for  their  reafons  for  continuing  to  deprive 
the  People  of  this  country  of  their  deareft  rights,  after  every  honeCl 
man  was  convinced  that  the  whole  ftory  of  plots  and  confpiracies  was 
nothing  but  a  wicked  fabrication.  He  then  took  notice  of  the  ob- 
fervatlons of  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair,  as  to  the  right  a  Member  of  Par- 
liament had  in  that  Houfo  to  rcvifc  the  opinion  of  a  jury.  He  dif- 
fered entirely  from  the  learned  Serjeant,  for  he  thought  that  Houfe 
was  the  laft  place  in  England  in  which  fuch  a  verdift  (hould  be  ar- 
raigned. He  took  notice  alfo  of  the  obfervation  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  of  the  grand  jury  having  found  the  hill  againft 
the  perfons  who  were  tried  for  high  treafon.  That  right  honour- 
able gendctnan  had  forgotten  to  take  notice  that  a  Secret  Commit- 
tee in  that  and  in  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  had  previoufly 
found  their  bills  U5»n  the  ven,-  Tame  fubje£ts  by  their  reports.  This, 
amtMigft  others,  was  a  very  ftrong  reafon  why  that  Houfe  {hould  b« 
very  cautious  in  faying  or  doing  any  thir^  that  might  teiid  to  coun- 
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teraft  the  imprcfliori,  which  the  verdicts  of  acquittal  had  juftly  made 
on  the  public  mind  ;  becaufe  it  would  appear  by  their  fecond  inter— 
fcren(?e  in  this  extra-judicial  proceeding,  as  if  they  were  endeavour- 
ing to  fupport  their  own  former  decifion,  againft  the  honeft  opinion 
of  mankind  in  general.     He  obferved  alfo,  that  now  the  charge  of 
high  treafon,  or  treafonable  confpiracy,  was  given  up,  even  by  the 
Minifter  himfclf ;  but  for  the  purpofe  of  continuing  the  fufpenfion 
of  the  Habeas  Corpus  afl,  ,he  might  find  it  ferviceable  to  his  views 
to  alledge  there  cxifted  a  fpctics  of  minor  confpiracy  ;  and  it  ought 
to  be  remembered,  that  if  this  minor  confpiracy  only  had  been  al- 
ledged  originally,  the  Minifter  M^ould  not  have  been  empowered  by 
law  to  feize  the  papers  of  the  accufed  party  ;  for  nothing-  (ho^  of  a 
pofitive  charge  of  high  treafon  could  havejuftified  that  ftcp;     Ho 
concluded  with  giving  notice,  that  he  (hould  tp-morrow  name  the 
carlieft  day  poflible  for  the  difcuffion  of  this  important  fubjc(5V. 
The  bill  for  preventing  Clandeftinc  Outlawries  was  then  read. 
Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  was  forry  to  interrupt  the  bufmeft 
of  the   day  a  fecond  time  ;  but  what  he  had  now  to.ftatc  was  aft 
important  point  of  order.     He  thought  he  faw  an  illuftrious  ftran- 
gcr  (Mr.  Dundas)  in  the  body  of  the  Houfc,  to  whom,  Whatever 
might  be  his  merits,  to  pay  any  greater  degree  of  attention  than  t£> 
other  ftrangcrs,  was  irregular.     By  Mr.  Burke's  bill,  which  abo- 
lifhed  the  office  of  Third  Secretary  of  State,  and  cnadcd,  that  if 
His  Majefty,  at  any  future  period,  {hould  think  proper  to  revive 
the  office,  the  perfon  appointed  to  it,  if  a  Member  of  the  Houfe  qf 
Commons,  fhould   vacate  his  feat,  he  apprehended  the  right  ho- 
nourable  gentleman  was  no  longer  a  Member-     Lord  Grenvillc, 
they  all  knew,  was  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Foreign  Department, 
and  he  wiflied  to  know  whether  the  Duke  of  Portland  and  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  was  one  Secretary  of  State,  or  two  Secretaries 
of  State  ;  becaufe  if  they  were  two,  he  conceived  that  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  from  the  nature  of  his  office,  muft  be  the 
Third  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  did  not  know  why  this  inquiry 
had  been  made,  unlefs  it  were  to  throw  an  impediment  in  the  way 
of  the  important  matters  the  Houfe  had  to  difcufs.  It  appeared  to 
him  rather  lingular,  that  Mr.  Sheridan,  who  had  given  up  thft 
motion  he  propofed,  on  a  fubjefl  he  thought  of  the  greateft  import- 
ance, (hould  now  come  forward  with  another  fcarcely  of  much  left 
moment.  He  thought  the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  aded  with 
any  great  degree  of  candour  towards  Mr.  Dundas,  in  endeavouring, 
as  he  had  done  on  the  former  difcuffion,  to  inveigh  and  entrap  him 
into  a  delivery  of  his  fentimcnts  in  that  Houfc,  and  immediatciv  to 
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found  on  that  circumflance  an  accufation  which  would  fubjedt  his 
right  honourable  friend  to  a  penalty  of  5  ool.  If  Mr.  Sheridan  had 
made  his  motion,  it  would  have  anfwercd  his  argument.  For 
what  would  it  appear  that  Mr.  Dundas  had  accepted  more  than  he 
had  poffeflfed  before  ?  He  held  the  faitie  feals,  and  tranfaQed  the 
fame  budnefs  which  he  had  done  for  a  confiderable  time  ;  the  Duk^ 
of  Portland  merely  bore  the  name  of  Secretary.  The  honouraUe 
gentleman  had  afked.  Who  exerclfed  the  new  office  ?  To  that 
qucftion  the  anfwer  was  extremely  plain  ;  the  natural  reply  to  it 
was,  that  that  perfon  who  laft  accepted  the  office,  was  inveftcd  with 
the  new  office.  The  honourable  gentleman,  he  faid,  when  he  af- 
fcrted  that  the  a£t  left  only  two  departments,  w^s  not,  to  make  ufe 
of  his  own  expreffioh,  in  his  higheft  form  of  memory.  The  fa£l 
was,  that  the  home  and  foreign  departments  were,  entirely  new  ar- 
rangements, made  by  the  Miniftry  by  whom  that  bill  was  paffcd. 
It  was  not  a  divifion  of  the  bufinefs,  for  the  King  might  fignify  his 
pleafurc  to  any  perfon  either  at  home  or  abroad,  through  any  chan- 
nel he  thought  expedient.  It  was  fully  competent  either  to  the 
Duke  of  Portland  or  Lord  Grenville  to  convey  the  King's  pleafurc 
to  any  perfon,  whether  in  the  department  of  which  he  nominally 
bore  the  direftion  or  not.  The  arrangements  might  be,  and  were, 
made  as  bcft  fuited  the  convenience  of  affairs,,  and  as  they  were  bcft 
calculated  to  produce  facility  and  expedition  into  the  conduft.of  the 
public  bufinefs.  This  he  thought  would  be  fatisfac%ry  to  evciy 
rcafonable  man,  and  would  convince  the  Houfe  that  Mr.  Sheridan 
had  interfered  upon  no  good  grounds,  and  at  an  unfeafonable  pe- 
riod. 

Mn  SHERIDAN  faid,  it  was  extraordinary  that  an  attack 
fhould  be  made  on  him  for  want  of  candour,  accompanied  by  an 
accufation  of  an  attempt  to  inveigle  and  entrap  the  honeft  fimpliclty 
and  innocence  of  the  right  honourable  Secretary,  in  order  to  make 
him  pay  the  fum  of  5  ool.  ;  if  this  had  been  fo,  he,  however,  thought 
Mr.  Dundas  fully  able  to  pay  fuch  a  fum  out  of  the  emoluments  of 
his  places,  which  certainly  were  not  inconfiderable.  According  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  Duke  of  Portland  was  the 
nominal  Third  Secretary  of  State  :  a  more  refpeftful  mode  of  men- 
tionii^  his  minifterial  office  might  have  been  adapted  by  his  new 
friends.  What  confirmed  him  in  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Dundas 
muft  be  the  third  Secretary  of  State  was,  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman's declaration,  on  a  former  occafion,  that  he  had  accepted 
the  office  he  then  held  merely  as  a  temporary  accommodation  to  His 
Majeliy's  fervice,  and  that  he  never  went  to  bed  at  night,  or  rofs 
in  the  morning,  without  feeling  that /he  had  undertidccn  more  bufi- 
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nefs  than  he  was  able  to  perform.  In  confequcnce^  he  thought  the 
great  political  Alcidcs  had  been  called  in  from  Burlington  HoufeV 
ut  quiefcat  Atlas.  It  was  lamentable  to  fee  an  adl,  which  was 
one  of  the  many  that  did  honour  to  the  political  chara6ler  of  its  au- 
thor, violated  in  the  fpirit,  if  not  in  the  letter,  by  thofe  who  had 
been  the  loudeft  in  its  praife.  Calling  the  Duke  of  Portland  the 
T'hird  Secretary  of  State,  was  a  mere  juggle  to  evade  the  aft,  and 
the  old  ominous  feals  held  by  Lord  George  Germaine,  more  par- 
ticularly ominous  from  the  finlilarity  of  circumftances,  were  rum- 
maged out.  Great  as  his  refped  for  tha^  nobleman  was,  he  (hould 
always  lament  that  he  had  condefcended  to  take  them  into  his  pof- 
feffion. 

Mr.  DUND  AS  rofe  to  correft  an  error  of  Mr.  Sheridan.     He 
had  formerly,  he  faid,  complained  of  the  great  labour  of  his  em- 
ploy, and  he  was  now  relieved,   not  only  of  the  hardfhips  but  of 
the  emoluments  of  his  office.     He  enjoyed  no  fuch  falary  as  had 
been- hinted.     He  would  not  conceal  any  thing  that  was  honour- 
able for  him  to  accept,  or  proper  for  tlic  King  to  grant ;  he  had 
only  obeyed  the  King's  commands,  and  he  fhould  never  difavovr 
fuch  obedience,  where  tlie  Public  had  made  any  acquifition,  fuch 
as  he  was  fure  they  had  made,  from  the  transfer  of  the  duties  of 
tiie  office  to  a  nobleman,  by  whom  they  would  be  difcharged  with 
the  higheft  integrity  and  ability.     Mr.  Sheridan,  he  obfervcd^  had 
mifreprefented  what  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  as  to  the  Duke's  bearing  the 
name  only  of  the  office.     Mr.  Pitt  had  faid  no  fuch  thing."  "He 
ihould  not  have  undcrftood  Mr.  Sheridan  on  this  fubjecl,  had  he 
not  met  with  fome  fuch  allufions  in  the  ncwfpapers,  to  which  he  . 
paid  no  great  attention.     The  Duke  of  Portland,  whom  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  and  his  friends  formerly  took  all  occafions  to 
praife,   was  not  a  nominal  Secretary  of  State,  for  in  his  office  wat   . 
all  the  bufincfs  within  tlic  home  department,  of  Great  Britain, 
Ireland,  and  the  Colonics.     He  thought  the  Duke  of  Portland's 
name  fhould  have  been  ufcd  with  more  decorum  by  a  perfon  pro* 
fcfling  to  xefped  him. 

Mr.  FOX  wifhed  to  know  which,  in  fafl",  was  the  third  Se- 
cretary;  for  though  he  did  not  think  the  letter  of  the  law  reached  the 
cafe,  yet  he  was  convinced  that  the  fpirit  of  it  had  been  invaded* 
It  had  been  faid  that  the  lad  appointed  was  of  courfe  the  third  Se- 
cretary ;  this  was  a  curious  affertion,  and  led  to  an  abfurd  conclu- 
fion ;  for  on  this  ground  every  perfon,  whatever  powers  might  be  . 
cntrufted  to  him,  who  laft  came  into  office,  was  to  be  confidcred  as 
the  third  Secretary,  as  dcfcribcd  in  the  bill.  Did  the  Miniftcrs 
mean  to  reduce  the  bill  to  this  ?  (he  tliought  he  could  venture  te 
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ilk  the  noble  Duke  himlclf,  and  be  Aire  of  his  anrwer]  that  there 
might  be  three  Secretaries  of  State,  confiftcntly  with  die  principles 
of  the  a&i  wtule  any  one  of  them  had  not  a  feat  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons ;  this  wa^  an  abfurdtty  diat  no  man  could'  advance.  It 
VM  incumbent  on  iboTe  who  tho^ht  diat  that  a^  was  an  honoitf 
to  diofe  who  ptofofed  and  ftipported  it,  to  confittcr  whether  fome* 
thing  Ihould  not  be  done  to  prevent  its  becoming  nugatory  and  ulc- 
lefs.  He  was  forry  to  fee  the  Duke  of  Portland,  of  whonx  he 
fltould  never  Ipeak  but  in  terms  that  became  the  refpe£t  he  felt  from 
long  political  connexion  and  private  fnendihip,  accepting  an  office 
which  he  himfelf  had  formerly  thou^t  ought  to  be  abolithcd. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  there  were  not  more  offices  nof 
more  falaries  than  before  the  Duke  of  Portland  had  the  name  and 
jthe  power  of  a  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  FOX  afked  if  dure  were  nX,  in  the  third  irfHce,  aa  Undet 
Secretary  and  Clerks  ;  and,  whether  they  had  any  faianes  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  reported,  that  the  Houfe  had  attended  Wa 
Majcfty  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  where  His  Majefty  was  pleafed  to 
make  a  mofl  gracious  fpeech  from  the  dirone  to  both  Houlcs  of 
Parliament ;  of  which,  Mr.  Speaker  faid,  he  had,  to  prevent  mif- 
takes,  (^itaincd  a  copyy  which  he  read  to  the  Houfe,  and  is  as  foU 
lowcth,  viz. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

J/ttr  the  uniform  experiemt  which  I  have  bad  of  yiur  zealous  re- 
gard fer  the  iatertjli  of  my  People,  it  ii  a  great  fntitfaiiim  It  nu  to 
recur  ta  yiur  advice  and  affijiance,  at  a  period  which  calls  far  the  full 
txerlion  afyour  energy  and  wifdom. 

^atwithflanding  the  dif appointment  I  and  rtverfes  which  wf  have  ex- 
perienced in  the  eaurfe  of  the  laji  campaign,  I  retain  a  firm  eonviSfion 
tf  the' neeeffity  of  perfijiing  in  a  vigorous  profeculion  of  the  jujl  and  ne- 
eeffarj  war  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

Tou  will,  lam  confident,  agree  with  me,  that  it  is  only  from  finn- 
juft  and  perfeverance  that  we  can  hope  for  the  refloration  of  peace  mi 
Jafe  and  honourable  grounds,  tmd  for  the  preferyation  and  permanent 
Jecurily  of  our  deareji  iuterefis. 

In  cas^idering  iht  Jiiuation  of  our  enemies,  you  will  not  fail  to  oh' 
ferve,  that  the  efforts  which  have  led  to  their  fucceffts,  and  the  unex- 
ampltd  means  by  which  aJone  thofe  efforts  could  have  been  fupported,  have 
produced  amatg  ihemfehes  the  pernicious  effeBs  which  were  to  be  tx- 
fe£led;  and  that  every  thing  which  has  paffed  in  the  interior,  of  the 
tounlry,  has  fheum  the  frogrefftve  and  rapid  decay  of  their  refources, 
^lOld  the  injiabilitj  if  evtrj  part  ^  thai  yislent  and  umalural  fyflemt 
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which  is  equally  ruinous  to  France  and  incompatibli  with  the  tranquil* 
liiy  of  other  nations. 

The  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces  have  neverthelefs  been 
Udy  by  afenfe  ofprefent  difficulties  y  to  enter  into  negociat  ions  for  peace 
with  the' party  now  prevailing  in  that  unhappy  country.  No  efiahUJhed 
Government  or^independent  State  can^  under  the  prefent  circumjiances^ 
derive  real  fecurity  from  fuch  negociations :  on  our  party  they  cmld  not 
be  attempted^  without  facr'tficing  bath  cur  honour  and fafety  to  an  enemy 
w}}ofe  chief  animojity  is  avowedly  direHed  againjl  thefe  kingdoms. 

i  hiTUe.  therefore  continued  to  ufe  the  mojl  cffeSfual  means  for  thefur^ 
ther  augmentation  of  my  forces  ;  and  I  Jhail  omit  no  opportunity  of  con- 
certing the  operations  of  the  next  ^campaign  with  fuch  of  the  P outers  of 
Europe  as  are  impreffed  with  the  fame  fenfe  of  the  necejjity  of  vigour  and  ■ 
exertion, .  I  place  the  fullefl  reliance  on  the  valour  of  my  force  s^^  and  ou 
the  affection  and  public  fpirit  of  my  people,  in  whofe  behalf  I  am  con* 
tending  J  and  whofe  fafety  and  happinefs  are  the  obje^s  of  my  conjlant 
foUcitude. 

The  local  importance  ^Corfica,  and  the  fpirited  efforts  of  its  inha^ 

bitants  to  deliver  themf elves  from  the  yoke  of  France,  determined  me  not 

to  withhold  the  prote^ion  which  they  fought  for ;  and  I  havejince  ac^ 

eepted  tl^  crown  and  fn^reignty  of  that  country j  according  to  an  iii^ 

JlrumerUy  a  copy  of  which  I  have  dire  Bed  to  he  laid  before  you* 

I  have  great  pk/tfure  in  informing  you,  that  I  have  concluded  it 
treaty  of  amity,  commerce, ,  and,  navigation,  with  the  United  States  of 
America,  /;/  which  it  has  been  my  ohjeSf  to  remove,  as  far  as  poffhle^ 
mU  grounds  of  jeabufy  and  mifunderfiandingy  and  to  improve  an  inter- 
,gouffe  beneficial  to  both  countries,  '•  Asjoon  as  the  ratifications  Jhall  have 
been  exchanged,  I  will  direB  a  copy  of  this  treaty  to  be  laid  before  you^ 
in  order  that  you  nuiy  confidcr  of  the  pr/^priety  of  making  foch  prc/vijions 
qs  may  appear  neceffaryfor  carrying  it  into  eff^eSi. 

I  have  the  greatefl  jati.fa6iion  in  announcing  to  you  the  happy  event 
'  of  the  conch fion  of  a  treaty  for  the  marriage  of  my  fon  the  Prince  tf 
Wales  tvith  the  Princefs  Caroline,  daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Brunf- 
wick  ;  the  conjlnnt  proofs  of  your  affeSfion  for  my  perfon  and  family , 
,  perfuade  me,  that  you  will  participate  in  the  fentiments  I  feel  on  an  oc^ 
eajion  fo  interefiing  to  my  domejlic  happinefs,  and  that  you  will  enable 
tne  to  make  provijion  for  fuch  an  ejlahlifhme^it,  as  you  may  think  fuit-- 
able  to  the  rank  and  dignity  of  the  heir  apparent  to  the  crown  of  thefe 
kingdoms. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Comnwns, 
TJje  conjiderations  which  prove  the  neceffity  of  a  vigorous  profecuiim 
ef  the  War,  will,   I  doubt  not,  induce  you  to  tiiake  a  timely  arid  ample 
prsvifionfortkefeveral  branches  f  the  public  Jerviai  the  e/li mates  fir 
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ivhich  I  have  dtreifed  to  be  laid  before  you,  IVhile  I  regret  the  «^- 
cejjity  of  large  additional  burdens  on  my  fuhje6fsy  it  is  ajujl  confohtion 
and  fatisfaSlion  to  me  to  obferve  the  fate  of  our  credit  ^  commerce  y  and 
refourcesy  which  is  the  natural  refult  of  {he' continued  exertions  of  in- 
dujirfy  under  the  protection  of  a  free  and  well-regulated  Governments  * 

My  Lords;  and  Gentlemen, 

A  juffenfe  of  the  blefjings  now  fo  long  enjoyed  by  this  country  willf 
I  am  perfuaded,  encourage  you  to  make ,  every  ejfforty  which  can  enable 
you  to  tranjmit  thofe  blefjings  unimpaired  to  your  pofleriiy, 

I  entertain  a  confident  hope  thaty  under  the  prote^ion  of  Prwidence^ 
mid  with  confiancy  and  perf eve  ranee  on  our  party  the  principles  of focial 
§rdery  morality y  and  religion^  zvill  ultimately  be  fuccrj  ful ;  and  that  my 
faithful  People  will  find  their  prefcnt  exertions  and  facrifices  rewarded 
by  the  fecure  and  permanent  enjoyfnent  of  tranquillity  at  homey  arui  by 
the  deliverance  of  Europe  from  the  great efl  danger  with  which  it  has 
been  threatened  fine e  the  ejtablijhment  of  civilized fociety. 

Sir  EDWARD  KNATCHBULL,  in  rifing  to  move  the  Ad- 
drefs,  exprcffed  much  di6Bdence,  and  could  have  wifhcd  that  the 
important  tafk  had  fallen  to  others.  He  hoped,  however,  for  the 
indulgence  of  the  Houfe  while  he  recapitulated  the  heads  of  His  Ma* 
jefty's  fpcech,  as  containing  the  grounds  of  the  Addrefs  wl\ich  he 
meant  to  propofc,  and  which  he  flattered  himfelf  could  not  fall  of 
meeting  with  general  concurrence.  He  difclaiVned  all  intention  of 
entering  into  the  particulars  of  the  laft  unfortunate  campaign^  (un- 
fortunate he  was  juftified  in  calling  it,  from  the  fpcech  delivered 
from  the  Throne.)  Adminiftration,  undoubtedly,  was  refponfible 
for  all  the  meafures  that  had  been  adopted  during  the  ptefent  ,war- 
He  meant  not  to  throw  the  flighted  blame  upon  Government ;  he 
did  not  believe  that  the  ill  fuccefs  originated  with  them,  and  there 
was  no  dpubt  but  they  would  be  able  to  give  complete  fatisfacftton 
on  thisbufinefs.  It  appeared,  from  His  Majefty'sfpeech,  that  the 
States  General  had  entered  into  a  negociation  of  peace,  with  the 
French.  .  As  that  negociation  was  now  depending.  Sir  Edward 
thought  it  would  be  improper  to  make  any  comments  upon  it.— r- 
He  regretted  much,  that  all  idea  of  peace  under  circumftances  of 
fafety  and  honour  to  the  country,  was  at  prcfent  hopelefs.  The 
continuation  of  the  war  with  jncreafed  vigqw  and  activity  became, 
therefore,  the  only  objefl  to  >vhich  our  ^^^nfipn  fliould  be  turned* 
However  anxious  all  parties  might  be  for  .a  p^ace,  it  would  be  im.- 
proper  to  negcciate  on  any  terms,  that  would  not^nfure  the  fccu- 
rity  of  this  nation,  and  the  fafetv  of  alltli^  other  countrics^of  E^ 
ropp.     The  times  require  i    tiv     every  man  Should  cjccl^rci  \^% 
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peace,  ark!  the  only  cfificrcnce  of  o{Mni6n  fubfifting  between  them ' 
would  be  found  to  be  as  to  the  time  at  which  fuch  a  peace  would  be 
pnuElicable ;  fo  that  as  to  the  mode  of  procuring  i t,  whenever  it  ihould  bb 
to  be  piDCured,  he  trufted  every  gentleman  would  agree  with  him,  that 
the  beft  and  forcA  nuxk  would  be  the  unanimity  of  this  night's  de- 
cifion.  But  if  on  thefe  grounds  he  looked  for  the  confent  and  agree- 
ment of  the  whole  Houfe,  he  confeffed  there  were  others  on  which 
he  was  (anguine  enough  to  prcfume  he  could  not  ful  of  the  concur* 
rence  of  a  very  large  majority. 

He  hoped  he  fliould  not  be  thought  too  fanguine  in  prcfumingfo 
far,  when  he  referred  to  the  recorded  proceedings  of  that  Houfe,  and 
called  upon  fuch  gentlemen,  if  any  fuch  there  were,  as  had  hitherto 
folcmnly  and  repeatedly  fandtioned  with  their  votes  the  profccution 
of  the  war,  and  now  meant  to  oppofc  them,  to  ftatc  fome  circum- 
ftanccs  which  wpuld  nrtake  it  proper  to  alter  their  refolutions,  and 
to  (hew  that  it  was  more  pradHcable  at  this  moment  to  procure  a 
peace  on  honourable  grounds,  than  at  the  time  when  they  can)e  to 
their  determination  to  carry  on  the  war.  It  did  not  appear  to  him 
that  peace  could  be  obtained  at  this  time,  either  with  fafety  or  ho- 
nour, and  he  challenged  thofc  who  were  of  a  contrary  opinion,  to 
come  forward  and  (hew  how  it  was  at  this  time  more  pradticable  or. 
fccure  than  at  the  period  of  the  hft  fe(rion  when  it  was  fo  univcrfally 
rejeded  as'  a  deceitful  and  impolitic  purfuit,  both  by  the  Houfe  and 
the  country  at  large.  He  admitted  that  the  Houfe  met  under  dr- 
cumftances  fomewhat  different  from  thofe  under  which  they  parted* 
He  was  ready  to  allow,  what  was  ftated  in  an  open  and  manly  mm- 
ncr  in  the  Speech,  that  confiderable  reverfes  and  difappointments 
had  been  encountered  in  the  campaign,  fuch' indeed  as  no  one  could 
have  forefcen  ;  but  we  were  not  therefore  to  be  fo  ca(l  down,  as  to 
Telinqui(h  all  ferther  endeavours.  We  were  not  to  lode  for  the 
caufe  in  any  circumftance  which  could  attach  any  culpability  or 
(hame  to  us,  bat  partly  to  the  dereliflion  of  our  allies,  whether 
proceeding  from  neceflity  or 'treachery  he  could  not  difcufs,  and 
partly  to  the  unparalelled  exertions  of  the  enemy.  A  great  ccnfo- 
lation  he  derived  from  an  examination  into  the  caufes  of  that  prodi* 
gious  exertkm,  from  which  he  thought  compenfatioli  would  be  at- 
tained for  our  Ibfles  and  difappointments,  as  our  enemy,  in  mak- 
ing them,  had  fo  (ar  exhauiled  her  refources,  that  at  prefent  (he 
was  to  be  n^rdcd  in  a  ftate  of  comparative  debility.  He  (hould 
not  be  furprifcd  to  hear  perfons,  who  were  in  the  habit  of  differing 
firom  thofe  who  were  of  the  fame  opinion  with  himfelf,  that  all  this 
was  the  fault  of  thofe  who  had  the  condudt  of  affairs,  and  that  ic 
would  not  have  happened  if  they  had  attended  to  the  predidlions  of 
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wife  and  pniSent  mehi     It  was  moft  true  that  fudi  predictions  had 
been  verified  ;  but  he  could  not  foil  to  obfcrvc  that  it  was  not  diflt 
cult  to  prcdift  evil.     Pcrfons  who  were  in  the  habit  of  foretellir^ 
difafters,  knew  that  if  their  prediftions  turned  out  falfe,  they,  in 
common  with  other  good  fubjcfts,  they,  in  common  with  all  their 
countrymen,  Ihould  rejoice  at  the  event ;  but  if  true—- he  meant  no 
imputation  upon  the  gentlemen  oppofite,  for  he  believed  it  was  in 
human  nature  itfelf  that  they  (hould  have  a  pride  in  their  own  fa- 
gacit)',  which  afforded  them  fomc  gloomy  fatisfaCtion  ,in  the  midft 
of  thofc  misf9ftuncs  which  dffe&ed  them  in  common  with  the  reft 
of  the  people.     But  if  prophetic  veracity  was  of  confcquence,   the 
miniftcrial  lidc  of  the  Houfe  might  alfo  boaft  of  it.     Here  it  wa« 
foretold  that  the  fclf-called  immortal  Republic  of  France  would  fall 
under  the  individual  defpotifm  of  one  man.     It  had  done  fo.      Ro- 
bcrfpierrc  had  ufurped  die  moft  defpotic  power ;  he  had  ercSed  the 
•n>oft  fanguinary  and  atrcx:ious  tyranny  that  had  ever  reared  its  head 
in  the  world  ;  a  tj'ranny  unparalelled  in  its  ftrength,  and  unequalled 
in  enormity  ;  one  hand  grafping  the  property  of  every  order  of  men, 
and  the  other  ihedding^the  blood  of  innocent  and  defencelefs  per- 
fcns^     Again,  in  the  zenith  of  his  power,  we  pronounced  it  preca- 
rious and  tranfkory.     What  has  beert  the  fad  ?   That  coloffal  fyf- 
tcrtn  of  arbitrary  and  bloody  empire,  Tihofe  enormous  ftrength  feem- 
.td  at  one  time  to  have  cruflicd  all  refiftancc,  and  to  have  fwept  from 
.(before  it,  with  ^*  bare-faced  power,"  every  thing  which  could  check 
.Oroppofeit,  confornl^bly  to  our  predictions,  that  fyftcm  has  been 
.overthrown.     Conformably  to  our  predidlions,  Jacobinifm,  whidi 
bad  be^n  fairly  confidercd  as  the  very  nerves  and. arteries  of  the  Re- 
public, as  the  fprings  which  combined  and  conneded  the  whole 
fyftem,  the  channel  which  propagated  feeling,   and  communicated 
Jtiotion  to  die  ftrtheft  extremities  of  the  countrjs  Jacobinifm  too  is 
.fellcn.     True,  it  i$  fallen  ;  but  -  till   it  is  utterly  dcftroyed,  who 
ftiall  enfure  us  that  it  will  not  return  again  ?     Under  thp  Mbderat^s 
(moderate  only  to  thofc  who  ire  mote  villanous)  nothing  more  is  to 
be  relied  upOn.     All  the  malignant  defiies  of  their  predecefibrs  tliey 
retained  ;  their  power  only  is  wanting.     In  calculating  that  power* 
I  do  not  look  to  their  army ;  becaufe  thfe  army,  it  is  clear  from  ex- 
perience, have  no  principle  ;  they  follow  and  look  up  tp  thofe  who 
feed  and  fuj^ort  them.     Under   Dumoiiricr  they  were  Royalifts  ; 
they  followed  afterwards  the  wildeft  exceff^s  of  Jacobinifm,  and  a^e 
•  returned  with  equal  docility  to  the  paffmg  fubjcdlion  of  the  Mode^ 
t^tQ^.     The  power  of  this  army  is  tremendous  ;  but  not  fo  for  ifs 
-.^Q^ehfnent  to  any  fornri  of  its  Gi  vcrnmcnt.      In  looking  to  the  r<>- 
ib^rcvs  of  f  fance,  fureiy  we  are  warr:^med  in  taking  thpr  owr\  H*" 
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counts  ;  and  he  found  matter  of  great  confolation  in  obferving  the 
neceflary  decay  in  their  interior  refources.  He  ftated  a  Report  of 
Cambon's,  M^hich  cftabliftied  his  affertion.  This  Report  computes 
their  expences,  fmce  they  have  been  at  war  with  us,  at  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty  millions,  above  one  hundred  and  fixty  millions  a 
year.  And  how  was  thb  fum  adequate  to  the  expence  ?  By  the 
mod  defpotic  exercife  of  power,  aflignats  were  raifed  much  above 
their  value ;  provifions  funk  much  bdow  theirs  ;  but,  if  by  acci- 
dent or  force:  this  power  fail,  how  incalculable  is  the  dilemma  and 
cxpence  !  When  the  fyftem  of  terror  is  (haken,  all  fails.  Who 
can  doubt,  then,  but  in  the  quick  fucceflion  of  changes,  the  vaunt- 
ed Moderates  will  fall ;  and  who  will  contend  that  they  can  have  the 
fartic  refources  as  their  predeceflTors,  feeing  that  they  profefs  to  give 
up  the  fyftem  of  terror,  by  which  alone  thole  refources  were  pro- 
cured, unlefs  he  (hall  be  at  the  fame  time  prepared  to  aigue,  that 
the  fuperftnwfture  becomes  ftrong  in  proportion  as  the  foundation  is 
taken  away  ?  And  who  (hall  perfuade  us,  that  in  fuch  a  (ituatioa 
they  can  continue  to  make  exertions  equal  to  thofe  hitherto  made, 
unlefs  he  is  prepared  to  prove  that  an  equal  expenditure  can  be  main- 
tained with  diminijhed  refources  ?  But  it  is  in  power  alone  that  Mo- 
dcratifm  differs  from  Jacobinifm  ;  its  virulence  remains  unimpaired. 
If  it  were  poiTible,  Sir,  that  the  events  of  the  whole  revolution  of 
France  coiild  be  blotted  from  the  page  of  hiftory,  excepting  thofe 
only  which  have  taken  place  (ince  the  eftablKhment  of  what  is  called 
moderation  in  that  country,  and  that  they  were  to  go  down  to  poC- 
terity,  with  no  other  comment  of  the  hiftorian  than  fimply,  **  This 
was  termed  their  moderate  fyftem,"  what  an  opinion  wjuld  after 
ages  form  !  (not  an  adequate  one,  I  admit,  for  human  imaginatioa 
might  be  defied  to  invent  fuch  horrors  as  have  actually  been  prac- 
tifed)  But  good  God !  Sir,  what  an  opinion  muft  they  form  of  the 
tranfadlions  of  the  preceding  periods,  in  comparifon  with  which  the 
fyftem  now  exifting  could  be  defined,  mercy  and  nnxleration  ! 

But  fuppofing  I  were  ready  to  allow,  that  any  material  difference 
cxifts  between  the  charafter  of  the  prefent  rulers  in  France  and  that 
of  their  prcdeceffors — admitting,  for  the  argument's  fake,  that, 
when  I  look  towards  Paris,  I  do  not  at  prefent  difcover  there  diofe 
fccncs  of  atrocity  from  which  twelve  nwnths  ago  my  eyes  revolted 
with  honor  and  indignation ;  that  inftead  of  carrj'ing  on  as  hereto- 
fore their  commerce  of  murder  and  profcription,  I  find,  the  Mode- 
rates of  the  prefent  day  occupied  in  the  comparatively  innocent  ena- 
ployment  of  adjufting  their  accounts,  and  ftriking  the  balance — ^fet- 
tling their  partnerfhip  account  of  blood,  and  afcribing  to  each  indi- 
vidual his  particular  (hare  of  the  guilt.     Granting  thefe  ciraiio- 
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ftances,  it  mi^  be  aflcedy  why  not  pT9<^ieable  to  conclude  a  peace 
on  honourable  |terms  with  the  jM^fent  rulers  ?  or  at  lcaA>   why  not 
make  the  attempt^  and  inquire  what  term$  we.  are  likely  to  obtain  ? 
Becaufe  the  one  is  impoflibie^  the  other  unneceifaiy.     It  is  impof- 
fible  to  look  for  a  (afe  and  honourable  peace  from  Moderatifn),  any 
more  than  from  JacobinUniy  until  we  (hall  have  been  convinced  that 
it  is  not  only  niore  mild,  but  more  Aable  ;  that  it  at  once  holds  oat 
the  probability  of  tranquillity  abroad^  and  of  permanency  at  home. 
And  even  if  diefe  charaAeriftics  were  difcoverable  in  it,,  (which  dwt 
they  arc  not,  every  man  mud  fee  who  looks  at  the  (late  of  the  coun« 
try,  at  the  divifions  of  the  Convention,  at  the  fpecches  of  their  po- 
liticalleaders,  which  indicate  fo  ftrongly  the  continuance  ^  their 
malignant  difpofition  towards  furrounding    nations,  and  the  tx- 
hauftion  of  their  means,  w^hich  demonftrates  the  inftability  of  their 
prefent  Government)  even  then  it  would  be  Icfs  neoeflary  now  than 
ever  to  humiliate  ourfelve^  fo  far  as  to  demand  of  them  what  terms 
of  peace  they  may  be  difpofed  to  grant  us  ;  becaufe  weihall  fpeedily 
have  an  opportunity  of  judging  of  them  more  certainly  than  from  any 
declarations  which  they  might  hold  out  to  us,  and  of  aiguing  the 
terms  which  we  might  expeft  to  obtain,  from  thofe  which  are  ob- 
tained frdm  them  by  other  nations. 

Holland,  as  His  Maje(ly's  fpecch  informs  us,  is  at  this  moment 
ncgociating  a  feparate  peace ;  how  wifely,  how  juftly,  or  how  fuc- 
cefsfuUy,  it  is  not  our  bufinefs  to  argue.  If  we  confid^ed  the  de- 
bates and  decrees  of  the  Convention,  we  fhould  find  they  had  di- 
vided their  enemies  into  thofe  who  had  provoked  the  war>  and  thofe 
who  had  been  forced  into  it :  two  cla/Tes  of  which  we  rank  under  the 
moft  aggravated,  Holland  under  the  leaft.  This  Power  is  now  fo- 
liciting  peace ;  let  us  therefore  fee  what  will  be  the  iffue.  The 
mold  determined  advocates  for  peace  had  gone  no  farther  in  their  ex- 
pedations  than  to  Xhcjiatus  quo  ante  bellunu.  Now  fuppofing  Hol- 
land^ under  all  the  circumflanccs  which  operate  in  its  favour,  ay  a 
Power  whom  they  confider  as  having  been  forced,  againft  her  will 
into  hoftilities,  as  being  the  firft  to  a(k  for  a  ceiBition  of  them>  and 
as  bdng  that  Nation  whom,  of  all  others,  they  were  moft  anxious 
{o  detach  from  oiir  alliance,  if  Holland  obtains  z^ftatus  quoj  can  it 
be  rcafonably  expeded  that  we,  who  have  no  iaA  favourable  dr- 
cumftances  in  our  lituation,  we,  to  whom  they  affign  the  foremoft 
rank  in  their*  enmity  and  hatred,  fhall  be  tieated  with  equal  advan- 
tages ?  I  think  it  can  hardly  be  imagined^  But  even  fuppofii^  this 
to  be  the  cafe,  fuppofing  fjoUand  could  obtain  ihe^aivs  quOf  im- 
probable as  it  was,  and  fetting  out  of  the  queftion  the  almofl  im- 
pol&bility  of  our  obtaining  any  terms  equal  to  theirs ;  yet,  if  it  were 
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poflible,  we  ought  not  to  accept  peace  on  fuch  giouncfs.  Holland^ . 
let  it  be  recolleftcd,  has  not  conquered  any  territory^  nor  has  fhe 
received  many  emigrants :  but  (hall  we,  admitting  France  would 
treat  with  us  in  the  fame  degree,  relinquiih-  all  our  conqueAs,  and 
coniign  the  objefts  of  charity,  and  honourable  confidence,  to  that 
vengeance  from  which  they  feck  refuge  ?  The  acquifitions  which 
we  have  made,  confidering  them  only  in  a  commercial  point  of 
view,  as  an  indemnity  for  the  expences,  which  the  war  has  obliged 
us  to  incur,  nobody  would  willingly  abandon  ;  but  when  to  this  in« 
tercftcd  and  cold-blooded  way  of  dating  the  fubjeft,  is  added  the 
conHdcration  of  the  thoufands  whc?  have  fled  to  us  from  their  fan* 
guinary  tyrants,  furely  there  is  no  human  mind  that  can  for  a  mo- 
ment entertain  the  idea  of  giving  them  up,  without  neceffity^  Let 
gentlemen  only  rccolleft  what  their  own  feelings  have  been,  when- 
ever, in  the  courfe  of  this  laA  campaign,  it  has  unfortunately  hap- 
pened that  the  emigrants  have  been  furrendered  ;  let  them  recoUedl 
whether  the  firil  quedion  that  they  have  afked,  upon  fuch  an  event, 
has  not  uniformly  been,  Was  there  an  urgent  and  inevitable  mceffity 
for  doing  this  ?  And  what,  if  the  queftion  could  be  anfwered  in  the 
negative,  What  have  been  the  feelings  of  glowing  indignation  that 
arofe  in  their  breads  againft  the  bafe  and  cowardly  treachery  of  fudi 
an  abandonment  ?  Apply  this  to  your  country.  Will  you  agree  that 
flic  (hall  incur  the  difgrace  of  a  proceeding  fo  foreign  to  every  fcnti- 
ment  of  human  honour,  and  human  feeling  ?  Will  you  agree,  yi^ith- 
out  a  necejjity  fo  paramount,  fo  overbearing,  as  neither  to  be  avoid- 
ed nor  relifted,-  to  yield  up  to  thefe  favage  profelytes  of  mercy  and 
moderation,  the  throats  of  all  thofe  confiding  fuppliants  who  are 
clinging  round  your  knees  for  protection  P  Sir,  it  cannot  be. 

The  next  argument  againft  peace,  was  its  infecurity  ;  it  would 
be,  from  their  chara<Ster,  the  mere  name  of  peace,  not  a  wholefome 
and  refrefhing  repofe,  but  a  feverifli  and  troubled  (lumber,  from 
which  we  (hould  foon  be  roufed  to  new  horrors  and  frelh  infults.— 
What  are  the  bletTings  of  peace,  which  make  it  fo  advantageous  and. 
fo  defireablc  ?  To  which  is  it  owing,  that  at  the  very  mention  of 
Che  name  of  peace,  there  is  a  fentiment  in  every  man's  bofom  that 
feels,  as  it  were;  an  echo  that  returns  it  ?  What,  but  that  it  implies- 
tranquil  and  fecure  enjoyment  of  our  homes  ?  What,  but  that  it 
may  redorc  our  feamci>  and  our  foldiers,  who  have  been  fighting  to 
preferve  oi|r  homes,  to  a  (hare  of  that  tranquillity  and  fecurlty  ^— 
What,  but  that  it  ieflens  the  expences,  and  alleviates  the  burdens,* 
of  the  people  r  What,  but  that  it  explores  fome  new  channel  of 
commercial  i.ntercourfe,  or  re-opens  fomc  one  diat'warhad  (hut  up? 
What,  but  that  it  renews  fome  broken  link  of  amity,  or  forms  fomc 
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new  attachment  l^etwecn  nations,  and  foftcns  the  afperities  of  hof- 
tility  and  hatred  into  kindnefs  and  conciliation,  and  reciprocal  good 
vill  ?  And  which  of  all  thcfe  bleflings  could  we  hope  to  obtain  by  a 
peace,  under  the  prefent  circumftances,  with  France  ?  Not  kindneis 
and  conciliation,  moft  affiircdly  •,  not  a  renewal  of  focial  harmony 
or  commercial  intercourfe  ;  ftill  lefs  could  we  venture  to  reftorc  to 
the  loom  ot  to   the  plough  the  brave  men  who  have  fought  our 
battles  ;  for  who  could  fay  how  foon  fome  frcfti  Government  might 
ftart  up  in  France,   which  might  feci  it  their  inclination  aad  their 
intereft,  as  in  all  probability  it  would  be,  to  renew  hoftilities  f  The 
Utmoft,  therefore,  that  we  could  hope  to  obtain,  would  be  a  Ihorty 
delufive,  timid,  and    fufpicious  interval  of  armiftice,  without  any 
material  diminution  of  expenditure  ;  without  fecurity  at  home,  or 
a  chance  ofpurchafing  it  by  exertions  abroad  ;  without  any  of  dio 
cffential  bleflings  of  peace,  or  any  of  the  poffible  advantages  of  war : 
a  ftate  of  doubt  and  preparation,  fuch  as  would  retain  in  itfclf  all  the 
caufes  of  jealoufy  to  other  States,  which,  in  the  ufual  courfc  of 
things,  produce  remonftrancc  and  inquiry,  and  if  they  are  anfwered 
I  Unfatisfa6torib'>  ^^^'  Theonly  other  alternative  is,  that  in  ftupid  con- 
fidence we  fhould  unarm,  and  unpreparc  ourfclves,  a  helplcfs  prqf 
to  the  firft  renewed  attack  of  our  enemy  ;  fure  to  meet  the  occaiion 
when  it  (hould  arife,  under  every  poflible  difadvantage,  having  un- 
Icrewed  and  let  down  from  the  pitdi  to  which  we  have  raifed  tliem, 
the  great  machines  of  our  defence,  our  army  and  our  navy,  and 
hopelefs  of  being  able  to  raife  them  again,  by  any  exertions  or  any 
cxpence,  to  fuch  a  height  as  would  be  calculated  to  refill  the  unre- 
mitted and  uhrelaxed  efforts  of  our  enemy.  They  might  be  a(ked» 
how  long  they  meant  to  go  on  ?  He  (aid,  ,that  it  was  not  poffible  to 
forefee  circumftances,  or  calculate  the  difaflers  that  might  make  it 
^neceflary  to  enter  into  a  ncgociation.  The  queftion  now  was,  would 
tfiey  flop  now  r  No  poffible  conibination  of  reafon,  no  calculation 
could  (hew  there  was  any  neceffity  now  of  fubmitting  to  a  bafc  com- 
promife  and  derclidion  of  their  principles.     We  were  more  parti- 
cularly called  on  to  profccute  the  war,  becaufe  it  was  to  uft  that  all 
Europe  looked  for  fupport,  and  if  we  fell,  they  fell  with  us. 

If  I  am  a(ked  what  probable  good  cSe&s  vre  might  exped  from 
t  continuance  of  the  war,  I  anfwer,  that,  calculating  from  paft 
experience,  I  look  for  the  delapidation  and  decay  of  the  prefent  Go- 
ircrnment  in  France,  as  certainly,  as  it  is  certain  that  every  other 
*  Government,  ereded  in  that  country  fince  the  revolution-,  'hat 
fallen,  more  or  lefs  rapidly,  before  it.  This  effeft  I  think  de* 
Arable ;  riot  as  is  perpetually  infinuated,  from  any  tade  or  pre-- 
ftrenoe  for  thj«  or  that  form  cf  Government  in  France^  but  becaufe 
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I  would  have  their  Government,  whatever  it  may  be,  ftrong  and 
folid  at  home,  that  it  may  be  faft  for  other  nations ;  and  I  corifidcr 
the  continuance  of  our  exertions  as  requifite  to  this  end  ;  not  from 
any  hope  or  wifh,  that  we  may  conquer  France  by  our  arms,  but 
becaufe  if  an  argument,  which  has  been  mftch  and  often  ufcd  on 
the  otlier  fide  of  the  Houfc,  be  trucy  that  our  hoftility  has  in  fa£l 
jbcen  the  principal  caufe  of  all  the  changes  and  convulfions  that  have 
torn  the  interior  of  France,  and  if  it  be  true  alfo  that  Modcratifm 
be  fo  much  better  than  Jacobinifm,  then  we  have  to  congratulate 
ourfelvcs  on  having  worked  one  good  change,  and  may  hope  by 
perfeverance  to  efFeS  one  ftill  more  dcfirable. 

If  it  was  our  hoftility  that  excited  and  confoltdatcd  the  enormous 
tyranny  of  Roberfpierrc,  let  us  arrogate  at  leaft  the  natural  conclu- 
fion,  that  it  was  our  hoftility  too  that  deftroyed  it.  If  we,  by  at- 
tacking France,  created  the  monfter  of  Jacobinifm,  it  is  not  fairly 
to  be  denied,  that  the  continuance  of  our  attacks  alfo  deftroyed  it. 
And  if  all  this  be  fo,  the  conclufion  that  naturally  followed  it  was, 
that  we  had  produced  the  alteration  from  jacobinifm  to  moderatifm^ 
and  therefore  we  might  finally  bring  the  countt)'  to  a  proper  form  of 
Government ;  not  in  the  view  of  conqueft,  or  of  impofing  our  own 
choiee  on  them,  but  in  forcing  them,  if  you  will,  finally  to  chufe 
fuch  a  one,  as  (hall  fecure  their  own  happincfs,  and  our  fafety.  If 
I  am  aikcd,  what  arc  the  means  on  which  I  rely  for  bringing  this 
about,  I  anfwer,  on  their  weainefsy  and  on  ourjinngih  ;  their  weak-* 
fie/sf  which  is  to  be  looked  for  not  in  their  armies,  but  in  the  re- 
fources ,  which  have  fupported  thofe  armies,  now  in  rapid  decay ; 
in  die  cxhauftion  of  their  country  ;  and  in  the  diftracSions  and  dif- 
contchts  of  Its  inhabitants  ;  our  Jirengih^  which  is  to  be  calculated 
not  from  the  procefs'of  our  arms,  but  from  the  flourifliing  ftate  of 
the  kingdom  ;  from  the  fpiril  which  we  bear,  and  the  vigorous  ca- 
pacities which  we  pofTefs  for  exertion  ;  from  our  refources,  not  only 
uncxhaufted,  but  as  yet  comparatively  almoft  untouched,  from  the 
unabating  confidence  and  loyalty  of  the  people  ;  and  the  unalterable 
juft^ec  of  our  caufe.  Imprefled  with  thefe  fentiments,  and^onfi- 
dent  in  thefe  hopes,  I  think  I  cannot  better  difcharge  my  duty  to 
my  country,  or  better  confult  the  advantage  of  all  Europe^  and  of 
the  civili^d  wOrld,  than  by  feconding  the  motion  for  thp  Addrefs. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  began  by  obferving,  that  he  felt,  in  iti 
full  force,  an  obfervation  made  by  the  honourable  mover  of  the 
Addrefs,  diat  this  was  a  time  when  it  became  every  man  who 
wUbed  well  to  his  country  moft  ferioufly  to  confider  what  meafure^ 
it  was  proper  to  purfue.  For  his  own  part,  he  declared,  he  hatf 
been  long  and  anxioufly  deliberating  on  the  prcfcnt  ftate  of  public 
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aflTairs  ;  this  was  a  crifis  wherein  there  was  much  to  be  xjxjgsd  on 
both  fides,  and  all  perhaps  that  was  left  us  was,  a  choice  of  e^ls^ 
he  would  fairiy  declare  that  his  mind  had  been  for  fome  time  in 
fufpenfe,  but  after  adjufting  the  rcfpeSive  claims  of  confli<Aing  ar- 
guments, and  hone(\ly  and  impartially  aligning  its  due  weight  to 
each,  he  was  equally  bound  to  declare,  that  he  had  at  lengdi  a  de- 
cided opinion  to  which  fcale  he  muft  aflign  the  preponderance.  He 
rofe,  therefore,  to  perform  a  painful  ad  of  duty,  in  expreffmg  his 
diffent  from  the  Addrcfs  which  had  been  juft  moved  to  them,  and 
thus  manifefting,  on  this  one  important  occaiion,  a  difference  with 
thofc  with  whom  it  had  been  the  happinefs  of  his  political  life  fo 
generally  to  agree.     It  was  his^  firm  belief,  on  a  moft  mature  and 

•  deliberate  review  of  all  the  circumftanccs  of  our  prcfent  fituation, 
that  peace  was  now  defirable,  if  it  could  be  efiedled'on  terms  con- 

'  fificnt  with  our  honour  and  our  interefts. 

But  though  fuch  was  his  clear  opinion,  he  fhould  moft  likely 
^ave  thought  it  bcft  not  to  interrupt  the  unanimity  of  that  day's 
•proceedings,  if  the  Addrefs  had  been  couched  in  terms  at  all  mo- 
<lerate  or  pacific ;  but  its  language  was  of  a  quite  contrary  charadler, 
apd  he  thought  no  one  could  adopt  it  who  was  not  prepared  to  fay 
that  Great  Britain  ought  never  to  treat  with  France  till  a  counter- 
revolution (hould  be  effedlcd  ;  he,  at  leaft,  could  not  conceive  that 
the  Addrefs  could  be  properly  underftood  in  any  other  fenfe,  and 
therefore  in  no  other  could  he  agree  to  it ;  thinking,  then,  as  he 
did,  that  th^war  ought  no  longer  to  be  profecuted  for  the  fake  of 
cffcdHng  a  counter-revolution,  he  felt  himfelf  compelled,  however 
reludantly,  to  ftep  forward  and  declare  his  opinion. 

In  affigning  the  reafons  on  which  this  opinion  was  grounded,  it 
was  natural  for  him  to  begin  by  adverting  to  fomething  which  had 
fallen  from  his  honourable  friend  irt  fcconding  the  Addrefs,  who 
had  appealed  to  the  confiftency  of  all  thofe  who  had  fupported  the 
war  laft  year,  urging,  that  there  had  been  no  change  of  circum- 
ftanccs fince  that  time,  aud  that  therefore  their  fentiments  muft  re- 
main unaltered.  On  the  contrary,  many,  and  thofc  moft  impor- 
tant changes,  appeared  to  him  to  have  taken  place  ;  firft,  the  Ja- 
cobin Clubs  had  been  deftioyed ;  was  that  nodiing?  Where  then 
was  the  propriety  of  the  language  which  had  been  fo  often  ufed  on 
that  fubje^)^,  and  of  the  eloquent  terms  in  which  his  honourable 
friend  had  himfelf  that  very  day  defcribed  them,  as  conftituting  the 
ducts  ai)d  arterie$  by  which  the  circulation  was  maintained  throu^- 
out  the  whole  of  the  body  politic  of  the  French  Republic  ?  Members 
of  the  Convention  had  "been  lately  executed  for  cruelties  committed 
in  the  provinces ;  otiier  fymptoms  of  moderation  had  appeared,  and 
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though  he  muft  not  hallily  infer  that  diefc  things  proceeded  from  the 
purity  of  the  pcribns  who  were  now  in  power,  yet  one  might  perhaps 
argue  from  them  what  it  was  conceived  would  be  the  language  and 
condti^  moft  likely  to  recommend  a  parry  to  the  public  favour. 

Another  grand  difference  of  circumftances  was,  that  at  the  bc- 
giniiii^  of  laft  year  we  were  conneiSed  with  a  large  and  powerful 
confederacy ;  one  of  its  members  had  long  ccafed  to  afford  us  any 
adlive  alTiDance ;  another,  we  had  Ixcn  this  day  informed  by  Hii 
Majefty,  V3S  at  this  very  time  negociating  for  peace ;  it  was  noto- 
rious that  many  members  of  the  Germanic  Body  had  been  endea- 
vouring to  withdraw  the  Empire  from  the  combination,  and  we 
had  reafon  to  believe  that  Auftria  would  not  be  able  to  conrinue 
the  war  without  the  fupport  of  our  credit ;  was  all  this  nothing  i 
Did  it  not  fticw  the  probability  of  our  being  left  to  maintain  the 
ftfuggle  by  ourfelves? 

He  would  adign  fome  other  moft  important  differences,  which 
he  wiflied  gentlemen  to  cohlirtr,  with  a  reference  to  the  reafnns 
which  had  formerly  determined  us  to  go  on  with  the  war.  Gen- 
tlemen would  remember,  that  the  defence  of  Holland  was  one 
grand  objeft  with  us ;  Holland  was  now  providing  for  her  own 
fafety  by  negocbtion.  We,  formerly,  had  been  juftly  alarmed  by 
the  drtad  of  French  opinions  in  this  country  ;  this  darker,  he  now 
hoped,  was  greatly  lefl'cned,  and  in  two  ways  ;  firft,  he  could  not 
but  believe  that  the  nation  in  general  muft  nnw  have  had  time  to 
fee  the  pernicious  cffefls  of  thofe  baneful  principles,  by  the  fpecious 
appearance  of  which,  many  even  well-intentioned  men  had  been  at 
firft  beguiled  ;  they  muft  now  know  tlic  true  charaflers  of  that  de- 
teftable  and  deftruiSlive  fylfem,  that  it  was  hoftile  to  alt  property, 
to  all  perfonal  fecurity  and  domcftic  comfort ;  that  it  was  not  only 
the  wealthy  and  the  noble  that  became  its  viflims ;  as  there  was 
notfung  which  could  itfift  by  its  greamefs,  fo  there  was  nothii^ 
which  co'jid  cfcapc  by  its  inrignificancc.  After  enlargitig  a  little 
on  this  topic,  and  again  cxprciTing  his  hope  that  all  good  men  were 
at  length  undeceived  with  regard  to  the  cffi^cls  of  French  priiKipIes, 
he  added  (alluding  to  the  volunteer  corps)  that  the  nation  had  now 
armed  in  its  own  defence,  and  that  he  placed  great  reliance  on  the 
means  which  had  been  fo  opportunely  taken  for  the  maintenance  of 
OUT  internal  trantjuDlity.  This  change  of  circumftanccs  made  him 
much  Icfs  apprchcnfive  of  what  might  follow  from  peace  with 
Rrancc,  than  he  had  been  formerly,  when  our  enemy  might  have 
attempted,  with  too  little  reliftance,  and  too  much  fuccefs,  to  diffufe 
her  pernicious  principles,  and  foment  our  internal  difcontents. 

Again,  he  could  by  no  means  ag;ree  with  the  honourable  fecondcr^ 
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tiiiat  It  was  nothing  that  we  had  had  fo  unfuccefsful  a  campaign  ; 
more  paTticularly  when  he  adverted  to  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man added,  that  this  did  not  fecm  imputable  to  any  want  of  bra- 
very or  military  fkill :  what  had  been  found  beyond  our  ftrerigth 
when  the  confederacy  ha,d  been  in  full  vigour,  was  it  reafonable  to  I 
cxpe&  to  effcd  when  it  was  fo  greatly  weakened. 

But  he  wifticd  particularly  to  obfcrvc,  how  much  all  the  preced- 
ing remarks  bore  on  tliat  great  qucftion,  the  probability  of  a  coun- 
ter-revolution in  France  \  an  event  wiiich,  though  he  had  not  been 
fe  fangulne  as  fome  others  as  to  the  probability  of  cflfcdting  it,  had 
been,  he  frankly  owned,  the  objccS  of  his  'moft  ardent  wifties,   zi 
being  that  which  would  be  moft  for  our  own  fecurity',  and  no  Icii 
jbr  the  happincfs  of  France  herfclf.      For  his  own  part,  indeed,   if 
he  were  difpofed  to  fpoculate,  he  (hould  (aw,  that,  for  a  time  at 
kaft,  and  on  fome  accounts,  he  fliouid  wifh  to  fee  the  American 
Conftitution  eftabliihed  in  France,  in  preference  to  any  other  \  be- 
caufe,  poflefling  many  advantages  of  a  mixed  monarchy,  i;  would 
uot  be  fo  likely  to  call  into  aftion  old  prejudices  and  rcfentmcnts. 
But  to  return  to  the  queftion  he  was  treating  of,  namely,  the  pro- 
bability of  a  counter-revolution.     When  fo  great  a  combination  of 
furrounding  powers  was  preparing  to  attack  them  .on  all  fides,  then 
if  ever  by  means  of  war,  it  might  have  been  expeiSed  this  objeft 
would  be  obtained,  it  might  have  been  hoped  that  the  Republicatis 
^eould  be  intimidated,  that  the  Royalifts  would  be  encouraged  to 
tome  forward  and  alTcrt  their  own  caufcy  that  the  neutral  and  waver- 
ing would  be  fixed.    But  how  different  had  been  the  iffuq,  and  what 
muft  be  the  effeds  actually  produced  on  tlie  minds  of  thefe  fcveral 
defcriptions  of  pctfons.     This  great  confederacy  muft  have  now 
ceafed  to  excite  terror  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  infufe  hope  and' 
comfort  on  the  other  ;  at  the  beginning  ot  la  ft  year,  we  hid  been 
tc^d  that  befides  a  powerful  arniy  of  infurgents  in  La  Vendee,    in- 
fiirredlions  had  appeared  in  forty- three  different  places  in  France  ; 
all  thefe  had  been  fupprcffed,  whilft  at  the  fame  time  the  French 
had,  on  every  liand,  repelled  the  attacks  of  thctr  invading  ene- 
mies :  but  granting  that  our  arms  might  be  more  fuccefsful  in.th^ 
next  campaign,  yet  would  not  paft  experience  render  the  French 
mal-contcnts  juftly  apprehenfivc  that  though  we  had  been  able  to 
laifc  a  mound,  as  it  were,  againft  the  fwelling  tide,  and  even  to 
recover  diftrids  which  had  been  overflowed  by  it;  yet,  that  in  a 
following  year,  the  armies  of  the  Convention,  like  the  returning  of 
the  ocean,  might  f weep  away  all  before  them,  and  again  rc-occuw 
the  countries  of  which  they  had  been  difpoffeffed  ?   It  was,  indeed, 
in  hb  mind,  a  moft  iniportant  confidcration^  and  one  from  which 
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it  was  altogether  aftonifliing  to  him  that  a  diredUjr  contraiy  inference 
had  been  drawn  from  that  which  Jt  appeared  to  him  to  warrant,  that; 
in  all  their  manyarmles  there  had  been  no  figns  whatever  of  difaffedion 
or  difcontent ;  the.  Convention  feemed  the  great  center  to  wliich  xhtf 
all  gravitated  ;  and  fo  long  as  this  exifted,  they  feemed  to  care  little 
what  individuals  might  hold  the  reins  of  Government ;  this  looked 
but  too  much  like  a  rooted  attachment  to  a  Rcpublicanvform,  and 
produced  unity  and  vigour  in  adlion  throughout  all  the  viclGitudef 
of  conflicting  adminiftrations.     He  owned,  that  he  had  always  fccn 
great  force  in  the  objcdion  which  had  been  made  to  our  attempting 
to  cflFecl  a  aiuntcr- revolution  by  force  of  arms;  the  objcdlion  to 
which  he  alluded  was,  that  the  French  were  a  high-fpiritcd  people, 
whom,  by  thus  appearing  to  force  a  government  upon  them,  w« 
comprcfs  into  refinance  :  this  fX)nfidcration  was  formerly,  however, 
overborne  by  others  of  more  force  ;  but  to  perfift  in  the  fame  fyftcm, 
when,  for  the  rcafons  which  had  been  aflTigned,  it  mi^ft  be  with  (6 
much  lefs  compreflive  power,  (if  he  might  be  allowed  the  xixpref- 
fion),  fiar  to  produce  the  ills  of  compreflion,  without  obtaining 
the  good,  and  to  excite  a  feeling  of  hodility  and  refentment,  whick 
was  not  counterbalanced  by  anj'  oppofite  advantage.    When  fpeak-- 
ing  on  this  fubjedt  of  a  counter-revolution,  he  muft  fay,  that  h« 
feared  it  was  grown  far  lefs  probable  on  another  account ;  it  was 
now  many  years  diat  a  Republican  Government  had  prevailed  ia 
FrarKc,  and  from  the  very  circumftance  of  its  having  fo  long  fub- 
flfted,  it  had  acquired  fome  fort  of  ftabilitj'  in  the  minds  of  men, 
the  people  had  been  accuftomed  to  look  to  the  Convention  as  the 
ftat  of  legitimate  authority  ;  add  to  this,  that  many  of  the  old 
generation  have  died  off,  and  a  new  race  had  already  come,  and 
were  daily  coming,  into  adtion,  who  had  been  educated  in  the  habit 
of  looking  on  monarchy  with  horror.      Many,  alfo,  much  as  they 
might  dctcft  a  fyftem  of  Government  which  had  been  produclive  of 
general  mifery,  rauft  be  now  tired  out ;  they  muft  recoil  from  the 
idea  of  having  all  to  begin  over  again,  and  the  acquiefcencc  dic- 
tated by  this  feeling  was  likely  to  be  encouraged  by  the  fubftitution 
of  a  fomer^'hat  milder  fyftem  in  place  of  the  furious  and  bloody 
tyranny  of  Roberfpierre.     Mr.  Wilberforce  declared,  he  thought 
^  counter-revolution  was,  for  marSy  obvious  reafons,  more  likely  to 
take  pbce  after  a  peace  than  during  the  continuance  of  the  war. 

After  adducing  fome  additional  arguments,  to  prove  tliat  we  had 
no  reafon  to  cxpeft  fo  much  from  pcrfevering  in  our  efforts,  a$ 
would  juftify  our  not  agreeing  to  peace  on  fair  and  reafonable  terms ; 
he  declared,  however,  that  feeling  himfclf  bound  not  to  fpcak  the 
language  of  a  partizanj  but  that  of  £urncfs  and  impaitiaiityj  he 


3»  parlia:w»entary  a.  17^ 

muft  fay,  that  there  was  confidcrable  weight  in  many  o^thc  confi- 
derations  urged  in  behalf  of  the  continuance  of  the  war,  which  had 
been  ably  ftated  by  the  honourable  feconder.  Thcfe,  however, 
feemed  to  him  to  have  been  pulhed  much  too  far,  and  in  one  or 
two  inftanccs,  the  impreflion  they  made  on  his  own  mind  was  di- 
diredfy  conxizry  to  that  which  they  had  produced  on  tiiat  of  tho 
honourable  gentleman. 

The  great  argument  on  which  we  were  to  found  our  hopes  of 
fuccefs  was,  that  of  the  French  refources  being  now  fo  nearly  at  an 
end,  that  if  we  would  but  force  them  to  the  nccefGty  of  continuing 
the  fame  efforrs,  they  muft  foon  •be  entirely  cxhaufted.  To  this  he 
might  reply,  if  the  French  were  at  length  fo  reduced  that  they  were 
no  longer  formidable  when  adding  on  the  defcnfive,  we  (hould,  at 
Icaft,  not  have  fo  much  to  dread  from  them  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber had  ftated,  if  wc  were  to  make  peace ;  becaufe^  in  that  cafe,  they 
would  have  to  carry  on  ofFenfivc  war,  which  every  one  knew  was 
much  more  expenfive  and  exhaufting. 

He  might  afk  on  this  head,  what  fymptoms  appeared^  of  thit 
complete  exhauftion  ?  What  experice  had  they  fpared  r  What  fcr- 
vicc  had  they  ftintcd  ?  The  vaft  charge  of  their  prodigious  army 
had  not  (it  was  but  too  well  known)  prevented  their  making  afta* 
nifhing  offbrts  to  increafc  their  navy.  Surely  the  ftream  might  be 
cxpeded  to  run  low  before  it  failed  altogether.  Let  it  be  remem- 
bered that  their  refources  were  not  like  ours  in  this  happy  country, 
bounded  by  the  willingnefs  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  to 
grant  fupplies,  but  only  by  the  Government's  ceafing  to  have  the 
power  of  extorting  them  ;  fuch  had  been  the  rapacity  of  the  French 
rulers,  that  they  had  got  almoft  half  the  land  of  .France  into  their 
own  hands,  and  this,  to  the  value  of  260  millions  ftcrling,  remained 
as  a  fubftratum  for  future  emiflicns  of  aflignats. 

But  he^  muft  freely  declare,  that  he  extremely  diftrufted  all  fudi 
calculations  of  the  remaining  refources  of  an  enemy  and  the  infer- 
ence attempted  to  be  drawn  from  them.  Did  gentlemen  remem- 
ber the  extreme  depreciation  of  the  American  paper,  and  how  the 
Americans  were  able  to  perfevere  in  the  conteft  when  it  was  argued 
that  their  means  alfo  were  almoft  entirely  at  an  end  ?  Abundant 
experience  proved  but  too  plainly  the  futility  of  all  fuch  fpeculations  i 
mifchievous  indeed  had  been  their  efFe£ts  on  the  happinefs  of  man^ 
kind,  by  inducing  nations  to  defer  the  hour  of  peace,  from  an  idea 
that  by  perfevering  in  war  they  might  extort  better  terms  from  the 
weaknefs  of  their  enemy.  Every  gentleman  who  was  acquainted  ' 
with  the  hiftory  of  Europe  for  the  laft  century,  muft  be  at  no  lofs 
for  inftances  in  proof  of  this  afibrtion ;  and  he  conjured  the  Houf« 
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not  to  lend  itfetf  too  hanily  to  reafonings,  tlie  foundnefs  of  whicR 
there  was  fo  much  caufe  to  (bfpcft. 

Another  argument  which  had  been  already  urged,  ahd  of  which 
he  cxpedled  great  ufc  would  be  made  by  others  in  the  coutfe  of  the 
debate,  was,  diat  it  would  be  bafe  and  humiliating  for  this  country 
to  fue  for  peace.     Sue  for  peace!  pothing  was  farther  from  his 
meaning  ;  he  was  for  fuch  a  peace  only  as  both  in  itfelf,  and  in 
the  manner  of  efltcSing  it,  (hotjld  be  cdnfiftent  with  good  faith  to 
Our  allies,  and  with  the  natiortnl  intcreft  and  honour.      In  various 
ways  this  country  had  declared  againft  treating  with  the  exilHng  Go- 
vernment of  France,  and  all  he  wilhed  \\^as,  that  if  we  had  noW 
Abandoned  the  idea  of  effedting  a  counter-revolution  by  force  of 
arms,  we  (hould  (hew  that  the  exiftence  of  a  Republican  Govtrn- 
xnent  was  no  longer  an  infurmountable  obftacle  to  peace.     If  this 
was  a  propofitioti  of  which  we  were  convinced,  he  thought  it  would 
be  more  truly  magnanimous  fairly  to  avow  than  to  diffemble  it.    Ift 
his  mind  truth  Was  dignity,  and  falfliood  ,meanncfs.     To  think  of 
obtaining  peice  by  concealing  your  willingnefs  to  make  it,  was  a 
mode  of  adllng  he  muft  condemn,  not  for  its  want  of  fimplicity 
only,  but  for  its  meannefs :  it  was  the  artifice  of  a  petty  chapman, 
who  pretended  to  be  indifferent  about  an  article  he  mea;it  to  pur- 
chafe,  rather  than  the  open,  manly,  dignified  condutSl,  which  be- 
came a  great  and  powerful  nation.    We  were  in  that  very  fituation 
wherein  a  pacific  line  of  conduct  could  hardly  be  mifconflrued,  and 
the  vaft  exertions  we  were  capable  of  making,  (and  theft  he  would  , 
by  all  means  recommend  to  go  on  with  increafing  energy,  as  what 
alone  could  give  effedl  to  our  negociations),  muft  prevent  its  being 
thought  that  our  difpofition  to  make  peace  arofe  from  our  inability 
to  carry  on  war.     Another  unfuccefsful  campaign  might  render  it 
expedient  for  us  to  wifli  for  peace  under  far  more  queftionable  cir- 
cumftances,  with  a  weakened  Government  and  a  clamorous  people  ; 
when  our  enemy  might  know  her  advantages,  and  rife  proportion- 
illy  in  her  demands. 

Another  objedlion  was,  the  precarioufnefe  of  any  peace  which 
might  be  made  with  the  prcfent  Government  of  France.  Her« 
alfo  he  itiuft  admit,  with  the  fame  franknefs  with  which  he  had 
before  exprefled  himfelf,  that  no  peace  cduld  probably  be  fecurc 
wWch  (hould  be  made  with  a  French  Republic  of  which  Paris  p^ould 
be  the  feat  of  Government :  But  then  he  muft  add,  that  giving, this 
confidcration  its  fiill  weight,  the  evils  refulting  from  diis  infecurity 
were  by  no  means  equal  to  thofe  of  Continuing  the  war.  He  would 
concede  fhat  We  muft  be  backward  in  di  (banding  our  army,  and 
much  mote  fo  la  byifig  up  our  fhips  ;  but  then  tliis  would  only  be 
Vol.  XL.  F 
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for  a  time,  till  fome  change  in  the  internal  condition  of  France 
fhould  render  Ker  a  Icfs  formidable  neighbour,  or  until  fome  inter- 
mixture in  continental  politics  (and  many  probable  events  here  oc- 
curred to  his  mind)  ftiould  draw  off  the  force  of  France  in  fome 
other  direction  ;  whereas  fo  long  as  we  continued  the  war  we  kept 
it  pointed  againft  ourfelves.     Befides,  as  the  infecurity  he  had  been 
fpcaking  of  was  not  confined  to  the  cafe  of  a  peace  concluded  with 
the  prefent  French  Government  only,  but  applied  almoft  equally  on 
the  fuppofition  of  any  French  Republican  form,  this  ftate  of  in- 
fecurity (granting  there  would  be  no  counter-revolution,  which  was 
the  ground  he  was  arguing  upon),  was  a  ftate  through  which  they 
muft  have  to  pafs  at  fome  time  or  other,  before  they  could  arrive 
at  a  condition  of  complete  and  fecure  peace,    and  therefore,  on 
many  accounts,  thefooner  they  got  to  it  the  better.     He  was  ready 
to  allow  that  an  extenfive  peace  eftabli(hment  was  a  great  evil  ^  but 
furcly  it  was  fpcaking  of  it  in  too  ftrong  terms  to  put  it  on  a  levd. 
with  a  ftate  of  adhial  war ;  was  the  expence  of  a  war  its  only  evil, 
or  was  it  not  rather  one  of  the  leaft  of  which  it  was  produdive  ? 
But  then  the  French  would  attack  us  when  we  were  difarmed  and 
off  our  guard  ;  in  anfwer  to  th'is  he  had  already  obferved,  that  w« 
muft  not  be  difarmed  nor  off  our  guard".;  for  his  own  part,  however^ 
he  could  not  but  believe  that  though  he  could  have  no  great  depend- 
ance  on  the.  good  faith  of  France,  he  might  truft  fomewhat  to  thdr 
ftill  retaining  fomcthing  of  the  common  principles  of  human  nature* 
After  all  they  muft  have  fuffercd,  he  thought  the  greater  part  of 
them  could  not  but  be  glad  of  a  little  quiet,  and  that  they  would 
not  again  be  hafty  to  provoke  the  rcfentment  of  a  nation  they  would 
have  fo  much  caufe  to  dread.     But  it  was  urged,  that  the  chief 
animbfity  of  the  enemy  was  avowedly  directed  againft  ourfelves, 
and  he  was  forry  to  obferve,  that  too  much  effe<9:  was  produced  by 
the  mention  of  certain  violent  expreffions  which  had  been  ufed  in 
the  Convention  concerning  this  country.     Not  but  that  it  was  pcr- 
fedHy  natural  we  (hould  chiefly  ahra6t  their  enmity ;  they  liated  us 
moft,  becaufe  they  feared  us  moft ;  but  then  this  fear  aftbrded  an 
additional  argument  for  their  being  ready  to  make  peace  with  us, 
and  for  their  dreading  to  renew  hoftiRties :  however,  whilft  he  was 
on  this  head,  he  would  plainly  fay,  that  (fuppofing  France  to  con- 
tinue a  Republic)  unlefs  the  reprefentativc  aflemblics  of  both  coun- 
tries (hould  fo  harden  tlicmfelves  as  not  to  be  very  tenderly  fenfibk 
of  a  few  violent  and  abfurd  fpeeches  which  might  be  made  in  each, 
concerning  the  other,  perpetual  matter  of  irritation  would  be  mu- 
tually afforded :  and  was  it  pofliblc,  in  fpcaking  on  this  topic,  not 
to  bear  in  mind  tj\e  ftrong  expreffions  which  had  been  ufed  ia  that 
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Houfe  concerning  tbc  French  ?  expreflions,  the  jufticc  of  which, 
however  allowed  here,  the  Convention  would  hardly  be  very  readr 
to  admit. 

But  another  argument  which  had  been  urged  for  our  continuing 
the  war  was,  that  we  alone,  of  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  were  able 
to  rcprefs  the  exceflive  power  of  France,  which  would  hereafter  be 
likely  to  fall  upon  fome  of  her  continental  neighbours,  if  we  were 
not  now  to  weaken  her  completely.  This;  hy  the  way,  was  not 
very  confiftcnt  with  what  the  iamc  honourable  gentleman  had  faid 
of  the  French  refources  being  fo  nearly  at  an  end  :  this  was  an  ar- 
gument to  which  he  would  not  fay  much,  but  he  ought  not  altoge- 
ther to  pafs  it  by.  So  far  as  we  were  bound  by  treaties,  the 
ftri<Scft  good  faith  was  to  be  obferved,  and  he  fhould  hold  it  the 
extreme  of  di (honour  to  fteal  alone  out  of  the  o;eneral  confederacy  ; 
but  he  muft  go  on  to  proteft  againft  our  fo  far  making  common 
caufc  with  the  reft  of  the  Governments  of  Europe,  as  to  think  wc 
flood  exaflly  upon  the  fame  footing  with  them.  Thanks  to  the 
bounty  of  Providence,  our  infular  fituation,  a  Conftitution  fuperior 
to  any  the  world  had  eVer  known  elfewhere,  widi  all  the  attendant 
blefTings  which  ifWlowed  in  its  train,  had  given  us  advantages  and 
a  degree  of  fecurity  which  it  would  be  the  groffeft  blindnefs  not  to 
fee  and  acknowledge,  as  it  i/^ould  be  the  height  of  ingratitude  not  , 
to  be  thankful  for  them.  The  happincfs.  of  the  people  of  this 
country  was  intruftcd  to  our  care,  and  we  oiight  not  to  expofe  it 
to  ncedlefs  rifk,  by  taking  upon  ourfelves  the  guardkinfhip  and  prq- 
tedion  of  other  nations.  -     ' 

He  had  already  anticipated  another  obje<9ion  that  peace  could 
not  be  effected^  and  that  holding  a  pacific  language  would  only  tend 
to  difpirit  our  own  people,  and  to  call  forth  anew  the  infolence  of 
France.  How  far  it  was  probable  fuch  a  peace  could  be  effefted 
as  it  would  become  us  to  accept,  he  would  not  take  upon  him  to 
fay  ;  but  there  was  nothing  of  which  he  was  more' confident  than  of 
this,  that  whether  efFecfted  or  not,  our  plainly  declaring  our  willing- 
ncfs  to  negociatc  muft  be  produdive  of  the  happieft  confequences 
both  in  France  and  Great  Britain.  In  France,  whatever  infolent 
expreflions  might  be  ufed  by  any  individual,  it  would  infufe  a  prin- 
ciple of  relaxation  which  would  gradually  work ;  the  idea  pf  our 
wanting  to  dictate  a  Conftitution  to  them  would  ceafe  to  operate  to 
our  difadvantage ;  the  minds  of  the  people  would  grow  more  and 
nK>rc  alienated  from  their  rulers,  whilft  groaning  under  the  calami- 
ties of  a  war  continued  by  their  obftinacy,  and  the  alienation  would 
even  extend  to  the  Convention  itfelf.  In  this  country,  on  the 
•thcr  Jxand,  the  efFpdts  would  be  juft  the  reverfe,  and  when  wo  had 
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once  more  fo  undeniably  put  our  enemy  in  the  wrong,  if  he  might  ufe 
the  expreflion,  when  it  was  rendered  perfedtly  clear,  that  it  wqs  not 
.  an  over  rigid  adherence  on  our  part  to  declarations  wc  had  once 
made,  though  a  change  of  circumftances  required  a  different  line  of 
condud,  but  that  it  was  the  violence  and  ambition  of  our  impla- 
cable enemy  which  prevented  the  return  of  the  blefTings  of  peaces 
he  was  perfuaded  the  burdens  and  evils  of  war,  however  great  and 
prefling,  would  be  patiently  and  even  cheerfully  borne  by  a  loyal 
;md  united  people. 

The  fum  of  his  opinion,  therefore,  was,  that  upon  fairly  com- 
paring the  dangers  which  would  follow  upon  making  peace  with 
France,  with  thofc  which  were  likely  to  follow  from  continuing  the 
var,  the  latter  were  by  far  the  greater.  This  was  the  qucfiion 
which  it  behoved  every  one  prefent  to  put  to  himfelf.  For  his  owi^ 
part,  he  confeffed,  that  knowing  the  difpofition  of  human  nature 
to  carry  on  wars  when  the  great  objccSs  of  them  had  been  rdin- 
quiihed,  he  always  {lifpefled  himfelf  in  this  particular,  and  felt  it 
kis  duty  carefully  to  look  around  from  time  to  time,  in  order  to  fee 
if  th'ere  was  any  opening  for  the  reftpration  of  the  blcffings  of  pcace^ 

He  could  not  think  that  there  was  any  probability  of  effc6iing  a 
punter-revolution  by  force  of  arms,  fufficient  to  juftify  our  coiiti* 
nuance  of  the  war  for  that  objedV,  however  defin»ble :  he  was  even 
pf  opinion,  (as  he  had  before  faid)  that  a  counter-revolution  had 
become  more  likely  to  follow  from  making  peace.  3y  continuing 
the  war,  we  fcemcd  to  him  to  have  little  to  get  and  much  to  lofe ; 
and  he  hoped  he  h^d  in  fome  meafure  fuccceded  ii^  O^ewing,  that 
to  ncgociate  was  no  Icfs  confident  with  our  honour  than  our  intercft. 
It  was  by  no  means  inconfiftent  in  the  Houfe  to  change  its  condu<S 
when  the  ftate  of  affairs  had  fo  materially  changed,  when  two  of 
the  great  obje&s  we  formerly  had  in  view,  the  pR4e6tion  of  Hollan4 
jmd  our  domeftic  tranquillity  were  otherwife  provided  for,  and  when 
91  counter-revolution,  another  great  pbje<3,  appeared  at  )engtb  to  b^ 
unattainable  by  force  of  arms.  Under  thefe  circunriftances,  he  felt 
Jiimfelf  bound,  however  unwillingly,  to  diffent  from  the  Addrefs 
which  had  been  propofed,  and  he  fhould  conclude  with  moving  an 
amendment,-^**  To  affure  His  Majefty,  that  they  are  determined 
f  *  to  grant  the  moft  liberal  fupplies,  for  the  purpofe  of  enabling  His 
^*  Majefty  to  aft  with  vigour  and  effect  in  fupportiqg  the  dignity  of 
**  his  Crown,  the  internal  fecurity  of  his  dominions,  and  the  good 
V  faith  towards  His  Majefty's  allies,  for  which  this  country  ha^ 
**  been  fo  eminently  diftinguiftied :  and  that,  notwithftanding  the 
f*  difappointments  and  reverfes  of  the  laft  cannpai^,  they  ans 
f*  firmly  convinced  that  from  the  unremitting  evrtions  of  Hi| 
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"  M?jefty,  and  the  fpjrlt  and  leal  ^ich  have  been  fo  generallf 
*•  m»nifclW  thrpugliout  the  kingdom,  fcy  a  people  lenfiblc  of  the 
f  advantages  they  enjoy  under  His  Majefty's  Government,  thej 
"  may  promife  themfclvcs  (by  iHe  blcfling  of  Providence)  complcti 
"  fecurity  from  the  attempts  of  foreign  or  domeftic  enemies. 

*'  That  at  the  fame  time  they  beg  leave  moll  humbly  to  reprc- 
"  fcnt  to  Hi$  Majefty,  that  upon  full  confidcration  of  all  the  events 
"  and  circumAanccs  of  the  prcfent  war,  and  of  fomc  tranfadi<HU 
"  which  have  lately  patTed  in  France,  and  alfo  of  the  negociation 
f<  entered  into  by  the  States  General,  they  think  it  advifeablc  and 
**  expedient  to  endeavour  to  reftorc  the  bldTings  of  peace  to  His 
. "  Majesty's  fubjcctii,  and  U)  his  allies,  upon  jud  and  realbnablc 
**  Icrips. 

"  But  that  if,  conlrary  to  the  ardent  wi(hcs  of  his  faithful  Coo»- 
*'  ippfK,  fuch  endeavours  on  the  part  of  His  Majefty  (hould  be 
'■  rendered  inpffcflual  by  the  violence  and  ambition  of  the  enemyi 
f-'  they  arc  peHuadcd  thai  the  burdens  and  evils  of  a  juft  and  nci 
*'  ceffary  war,  wiUbebomewithchcarfulnefs  by  a  Icqral,  affeflion- 
*f  ate,  and  united  people." 

Mr.  DO'NCOMBE  fecondcd  the  amendment ;  he  entered  into 
9  fliort  comparifon  of  the  fituation  of  France  and  England  in  carry- 
ing ori  the  waf,  with  a  view  to  the  circumflances  which  made  it 
f  liable  for  this  country  to  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  putting  ^ 
period  to  the  contcfl,  and  went  over  nearly  the  fame  grounds  whidi 
Mr-  Wilbcrforco  had  ftatcd  for  moving  it. 

Mr.  BURDON  faid,  we  had  entered  into  the  war,  as  he  con- 
ceived, not  for  the  puqrafe  of  conqueft  or  indemnification,  but  to 
repel  an  unjuft  aggrefliun,  and  bring  the  French  back  to  their  fenfes. 
The  French  wfr<l,  ina  great  mcafure,  brought  back  to  their  fenfes; 
arul  he  foi^d  not  fee  the  policy  of  pcrlifting  in  the  war,  bccaufc  wo 
disliked  tlmir  fonp  of  Government.  He  flioutd  thcre&re  vote  ftw 
the  amcndmCRt,  whichi  in  every  point  of  view,  mull  be  produc- 
tive of  beqeficial  conTcquciices. 

Mr.  WINDHAM,  (the  SccKtary  at  War)  feid,  he  had  heard 
W(di  furprife  .aed  grjef,  tiie  arguments  in  fupport  of  the  amend- 
niem.  What  was  their  obWous  tendency }  SubmilTton,  humiliation! 
d^jradatior;  before  an  inveterate  and  inlulenc  enemy.  It  was  ab- 
fmd  to  fay,  that  a  difplay  of  our  force  would  cure  the  evil ;  for  the 
very  iA  of  offering  to  treat,  or  fuing  fi>r  peace,  would  be  a  con* 
fcfTion  of  weaknefs  that  could  not  be  done  away.  Did  the  French 
(Convention  a<9  thus,  wlien  the  confederacy  againft  them  appeared 
the  moft  powerful,  and  they  were  prclTed  by  the  arms  of  the  allies 
in  eyery  quarter  ?-t-No  :   they  remitted  nothing  of  their  lofty  lai^- 
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or  difapproving  of  the  French  revolution  muft  in  future  decide  and' 
diftinguifh  the  political  charafters  of  men.     They  were  extreme^ 
irreconcileable,  and  what  was  fit  for  the  one  could  never  be  good 
for  the  other.     When,  therefore,  any  man  oflfered  him  advice,  he 
would  firft  a(k  to  which  of  the  two  dcfcriptions  he  belonged  ;  and 
if  he  found  him  to  differ  in  this  effential  point  from  himfelf,  he 
^(Tould  fay,  "  This  may  be  g^xxl  advice  for  you,  but  cannot  bcr 
good  advice  for  me."     The  people  of  this  country,  he  truftcd. 
Would  in  future  think  this  diftindion  as  ftrongly  marked  as  he  did. 
He  could  not  fee  upon  what  principle  or  with  what  propriety,  thofc, 
who  originally  confidercd  the  war  as  juft  and  ncccflkry,  could  noW 
change  their  opinion.     The  honourable  gentleman  who  moved  tho 
amendment,  had,  as  far  as  liis  fingle  vote  went,  contributed  to 
embark  his  country  in  the  war ;   and  having  done  fo,  was  it  fair, 
on  difaftcrs,  perhaps,  merely  cafual  and  temporary,  to  abandon  it  ? 
The  confederacy  againft  the  common  enemy,  was  not  to  be  Confi- 
dercd as  diffolved  becaufe  one  or  two  of  its  Members  had  with- 
drawn.    Even  if  it  were  diffolved,  How  long  was  it  fincc  we  en- 
tertained the  idea  that  Great  Britain  alone  was  not  able  to  cope 
with  France  ?  With  rcfped  to  the  number  of  the  wdUdifpofed  in- 
habitants of  France,  there  was  no  reafon  to  believe  that  our  chancft 
of  (Jo-operation  within  tlie  kingdom  was  Icfs  than  it  had  been  at  any 
former  period.     He  was  aftonifhcd  at  hearing  any  man  talk  of  tht 
ftability  of  the  French  Government,  which  exhibited  nothing  but 
a  fucceffion  of  changes,  and  thefe  changes  generally  effeSed  by  vio- 
lence.    Peace  was  not  more  likely  to  be  obtained  for  our  afking 
for  it.     If  it  were,  what  would  then  be  the  fituation  of  this  coun- 
try ?  A  fituation  fo  awful,  that  he  durft  hardly  contemplate  it. 
The  intercourfc  between  the  two  countries  muft  be  opened ;  thfc 
French  would  pour  in  their  cmiffaries,  and  all  the  Englifli  infe6led 
with  French  principles,  whom  we  had  now  the  means  of  excluding^ 
would  return  to  diffeminatc  their  abominable  tenets  among  our  peo- 
ple.    With  what  views  would  they  come  ?  With  the  views  verjr 
forcibly  cxpfeffed  in  a  fong  performed  with  great  applaufc  in  one  df 
thofc  innocent  focietics,  as  tlicy  were  now  called,  a  ftanza  of  ^hlch 
he  recoUedled. 

They  come,  they  come,  the  myriads  come, 

From  Oallia  to  invnde  us; 
Raife,  raifc  the  pike,  beat,  beat  the  drum, 

Th^y  comc>  like  fiieDds,  to  aid  us. 

A  Jacobinical  club  would  be  erefled  at  every  one's  door;  of  pro- 
perty, an  inquifition  immediately  inftituted  refpc6ling  his  rights  to 
it  5  and  a  Convention  might  be  even  cftablifticd  in  the  neighbour* 
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hood  of  that  houfe.  In  this  fitpation  of  danger,  then,  fhall  we 
fend  a  fubmiffivc  commiflion  to  thepi  ?  If  the  aggreflion  of  the 
Spaniards  at  Nootka  Sound,  a  place  fcarcely  marked  in  our  maps, 
called  forth  the  threatening  vengeance  of  this  country  ;  if  our  own 
territories  are  not  difipticmbered,  our  refources  almoft  untouched, 
ihould  we  give  up  a  war,  in  comparifon  of  which  all  forpner  ones 
are  as  children's  play,  and  all  peace  muft  be  ruin  ?  The  moment 
that  peace  was  concluded,  they  would  go  among  our  poor,  among 
out  labourers,  among  our  manufa£hirers,  and  teach  them  the  doc- 
trine of  liberty  and  equality.  They  would  point  out  the  gilded  pa- 
laces of  the  rich,  and  tell  them  that  they  ought  to  be  plundered 
and  demolifhed  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor.  True  it  was  that  the 
poor  man  had  as  great  an  intereft  in  the  fecurity  of  property  as  the 
rich ;  but  could  this  argument  be  made  fo  clear  to  the  poor  man  as 
to  perfuade  him  to  refpeft  the  property  of  his  wealthy  neighbour 
while  he  had  no  property  of  liis  own,  or  as  it  might  be,  for  fuch 
was  the  neceffary  order  of  fociety,  the  means  of  obtaining  any  when 
he  flood  moft  in  need  of  it  ?  Such  a  peace  would  be  worfe  than 
any  probable  event  of  war.  But  of  the  future  events  of  war  wc 
had  no  reafon  to  defpond.  Exertions  greater  than  the  countxy 
could  make  at  ^y  fornper  period,  were  now  fo  lightly  borne  as 
hardly  to  be  felt. — -Who  could  lay  that  he  had  felt  them ;  except 
thofe  whofe  expences  were  fo  near  die  whole  extent  of  their  means, 
that  die  leail  accident,  either  in  peace  or  war,  mud  reduce  them 
to  dilfarefs  ?  Had  the  poor  felt  them,  unlefs  in  a  few  particular  and 
local  inftances  ?  Had  thofe  who  were  conftandy  telling  the  poor  of 
the  miferies  of  war,  been  obliged  to  curtail  a  fingle  luxury  ?  What 
Member  of  that  Houfe  had  deprived  himfelf  of  any  of  his  wonted 
gradfications^  [Here  Mr.  Sheridan  reminded  him  that  the  Meip- 
bers  were  not  the  poor.]  He  acknowledged  that  the  Members 
were  opulent  and  the  reprefentadves  of  opulence  ;  but  he  held  it  as 
a  maxim,  that  if  the  rich  felt  no  fufFering,  the  poor  were  not  likely 
to  feel  any  alfo.  The  caufe  for  which  they  were  fighring,  it  had 
been  faid,  woidd  animate  the  French  and  render  them  invincible. 
Where  had  this  invincible  courage  appeared  ?  In  what  inftance,  in 
what  quarter  had  die  cour:^e  of  our  foldiers  and  feamen  been  infe- 
nor  to  theiris  ?  Sorry  he  (houjd  be  if  we  could  not  do  for  the  beft  of 
all  caufes,  what  the  French  could  do  in  fupport  of  every  diing  the 
moft  iflagitious.  The  French  emigrants  in  our  fervice  in  every  in- 
ftance h^d  difplayed  a  valour  and  perfeverance  not  furcly  to  be  ex- 
ceeded by  their  infatuated  countr)^men  againft  whom  diey  were  re- 
duced to  the  necefl^  of  taking  up  arms.  He  dwelt  at  forae  length 
iA  the  unimpaired  xnfjomcfis  of  this  country  compared  with  the  un- 
VoL.XL.  G 
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natiital  and  confequendy  unfound  refources  of  France,  from  which 
he  inferred,  that  whatever  prefent  appearances  might  indicate,  wc 
muft  be  ultimately  fuccefsful.  It  was  not  the  charafter  of  tlic  Ei»- 
glifti  eafily  to  difpond.'  Perfevcrance  and  invincibility  were  their 
charaderiftics.  They  had  met  France  fingle  handed  in  her 
proudeft  day  ;  what  then  can  hinder  us,  unimpaired,  to  go  on  with 
the  war  with  a  nation  whofe  capital  is  with  accelerating  rapidity 
wafting  away,  and  itfelf  upon  the  brink  of  poverty  ?  With  fuch  a 
pandemonium,  is  it  poffible  for  us  for  a  moment  to  think  of  treating? 
They  were  bleeding  to  death,  our  wound  as  yet  was  but  fkin-deep. 
He  exhorted  the  Houfe  to  imitate  the  perfevefance  of  the  French, 
who  endured  every  hardftirp,  and  in  all  their  domeftic  contefts,  to 
do  them  jufticc,  never  forgot  the  common  caufe  of  their  country* 
He  concluded  with  recommending  the  advice  given  by  King  Wil- 
liam to  his  parliament  after  an  unfuccefsful  campaign  ;  that  by  pcr- 
fevering  they  might  hope  with  confidence  to  preferve  their  religion, 
liberties  aud  conftitution,  if  they  were  not  wanting  tcr  themfelvcSj 
and  difplayed  the  patient  fpirit  of  Engliflimen. 

Mr.  BANKES  expreffed  himfelf  equally  aftoniflied  at  what  had 
fallen  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Windham)  as  that 
gentleman  had  ftated  himfelf  to  be,  at  the  fpeech  of  his  honourable 
friend ;  a  fpccch  which  was  replete  with  that  manly  and  decided 
rcafoning,  which  fo  ftrongly  charafterized  everj'  opinion  advanced 
by  that  gentleman.  He  did  not,  however,  feel  much  furprized, 
that  any  perfon  who  had  been  fo  ftrenuous  an  advocate  for  an  carhr 
and  premature  commencement  of  the  prefent  war,  ihould  continue 
fo  warm  in  his  approbation  of  its  continuance.  For  his  part,  he 
approved  of  the  war  in  its  coinmcncement,  bccaufe  he  confidered  it 
as  a  war  of  aggreffion  on  the  part  of  our  enemies  ;  he  (hould  continue 
ftill  to  approve  of  it,  did  he  not  confider  it  as  ruinous  and  deftruc- 
tive  in  its  effeds.  There  muft  be  fome  period  for  reftoring  peace. 
He  lamented  to  fee  that  period  put  off  by  the  fpeech  from  the 
Throne,  and  the  Addrefs,  to  fuch  a  diftance  as  afforded  little  prof^ 
pc^fl  fliort  of  an  eternal  ftate  of  warfare.  Were  we  never  to  treat 
witli  France  while  France  had  a  Republican  Government  ?  Thofe 
who  anfwered  in  the  affirmative  ought  to  be  able  to  fhew  that  the 
Republican  Government  of  France  muft  be  fpeedily  diffolvcd.  If 
they  could  not  fhcw  this,  as  he  thought  they  were  unable  to  do,  it 
was  no  fymptom  of  fear  to  fay  that  a  war  of  fuch  indefinite  duration 
muft  be  produdive  of  inevitable  diftrefles,  and  that  it  was  wife  and 
prudent  to  look  to  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  making  peace.  It 
fecmed  to  him  that  the  French  Republic  would  laft  longer  than  tiia 
war  fyftem  could  laft.     He  was  happy  in  believing  our  refources  to 
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be  as  gtcat  and  extcnfivc  as  could  be  ftated  by  the  warmed  admirer  of 
Minifters,  but  muft  fay,  that  extcnfivc  as  they  were,  Ihould  the 
war  be  continued  until  the  overturning  of  the  French  fyftem,  it 
was  his  firm  opinion  a  national  bankruptcy  mufl  be  the  confe- 
qucnce.  We  muft  treat  fomc  time  or  other,  and  the  earlieft  time 
was  the  beft.  The  allies  with  whom  we  had  engaged  in  the  war 
were  much  more  deeply  interefted  in  it  than  we.  One  of  thefe  al- 
lies was  negociating;  the  co-operation  of  another  even  money  .could 
not  buy ;  and  the  complete  afliftance  of  the  Emperor  we  were  not  to 
expedt  gratuitoufly.  Was  Great  Britain  fingly,  or  at  her  fole  ex- 
pence,  to  f%ht  the  battles  of  all  thofc  allies  ?  There  was  no  degra- 
dation in  offering  to  treat  on  fair  and  equal  terms.  True  magnani- 
mity confifted  not  in  haughtinefs,  but  in  candour  and  plain  dealing. 
If  we  were  at  war  with  an  acknowledged  po>*er,  we  might  have 
peace  in  the  worft  event  by  fome  facrifice  of  commerce  or  of  terri- 
tory ;  but  in  the  prefent  war  we  ftaked  ever}'  tiling,  for  we  faid  we 
would  not  treat  with  the  exifting  Government  of  France,  and  held 
out  no  profpe<3  but  that  of  extermination  on  the  one  fide  or  other. 
We  ought,  therefore,  to  explain  to  the  French  that  we  were  willing 
to  treat  upon  equitable  terms,  and  that  we  had  no  intention  of  in- 
terfering with  their  internal  Government,  He  was  convinced  that 
the  rifk  incurred  by  making  peace  was  infinitely  lefs  than  that  of  con- 
tinuing the  war,  and  therefore  thought  it  a  duty  he  owed  to  his 
country  and  his  conftituents  to  vote  for  die  amendment. 

Mr.  BUXTON  faid,  there  was  nothing  in  the  Addrcfs  that 
declared  we  would  not  treat  with  the  French  Republiq.  He  la- 
mented the  aiguments  for  difcontinuing  the  war,  which  he  had  no 
doubt  would  be  read  with  acclamation  in  the  French  Convention. 
Feeling,  as  he  did,  the  diftrcfles  of  the  country,  and  having  feen 
them  to  be  great,  he  would  rather  fpend  his  laft  (hilling,  and  (hed 
the  laft  drop  of  his  blood,  than  fubmit  to  treat  with  the  prefent 
rulers  of  France. 

Sir  RICHARD  HILL  faid,  Mr.  Speaker,  though  I  never  at- 
tempt to  deliver  my  fentiments  in  thisHoufe,  without  feeling  that 
awe  and  refpeft  which  are  due  to  the  Affembly  before  which  I  ftand, 
yet  at  no  time  do  I  remember  to  have  rifen  under  fo  much  diftrefs 
and  agitation  as  I  do  at  prefent. 

Any  one  who  may  have  paid  the  fmalleft*  attention  to  the  conduft 
of  fo  infignificant  an  individual,  muft  have  c5bfcrvcd,  that  for  the 
courfe  of  many  years  I  have  (hewn  a  uniform  and  fteady  attachment 
to  the  prefent  Adminiftration,  and  particularly  to  the  truly  worthy 
and  diftinguKhcd  charader  at  the  helm  of  public  afifairs  ;  I  have 
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therefore  always  cftecmed  it  my  honour  and  my  haf^ncTs   to  give 
him  my  feeble  fupport  and  my  confidence.     But 

Amicus  Plaioy  amicus  Socrates j  magis  arnica  Pafria* 

Sir,  my  difficulty  docs  not  end  here.     I  have  always  undcrftood 
that  an  addrefs  of  thanks  for  a  fpcech  from  the  Throne,  carried 
with  it  a  d^ee  of  perfonal  refpedl  to  thic  Throne  itfelf.     Happy 
Aen  (hould  I  eftccm  myfelf,  could  I  give  my  voice  for  the  brigir 
nal  motion  thiis  night,  but  if  I  am  thereby  to  be  looked  tipon  af 
pledging  myfelf  to  vote  for  a  continuation  of  the  War,  I  cannot  in 
confcierice  do  it    How,  Sir,  can  i  again  look  my  conftitucnts  or  my 
countrymen  in  the  face,  were  I  to  vote  the  money  out  of  their 
pockets,  and  the  blood  out  of  their  veins,  in  fupport  of  a  war  irhich 
has  hitherto  been  difaftrous  in  the  ettreme ;  and  which  if  perfiftcd 
in,   I  am  perfuadcd  will  be  moft  awful  in  the  event.     It  is  tnic^ 
•when  the  war  firft  took  place,  I  voted  for  it  as  a  war  oijujiice  and 
of  necrjjityy  nay,  as  a  war  which  was  unavoidable*     I  was  convinced 
that  our  alarms,  both  as  to  internal  and  external  danger,  were  fer 
from  being  chimerical  or  groundlcfe,  and  I  thought,  and  do  thinks 
that  much  praife  was  due  to  Government  for  their  timely  and  wife 
exertions  for  the  fafety  of  the  country.    But  when  our  laft  campaign 
was  ended,  and  we  had  fulfilled  every  engagement  with  our  allies, 
(who,  by  the  bye,  had  fulfilled  none  with  us,)  I  was  cxcecdirigly 
grieved  to  fee  that  Minifter»were  bent- on  profecuting  the  war;  and 
(hould  certainly  have  voted  for  a  motion  made  for  peace,  towards 
the  clofc  of  the  laft  feffion,  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Fox,)  whofc  philanthropy  is  univerfally  acknowledged,  and  whofe 
lenity  I  myfelf  have  fufficiently  experienced,  when  he  might,  by  a 
word,  have  cruflied  me  to  atoms,  had  it  not  been  foe  fomething 
which  fell  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  the  courfc  of 
the  debate,  which  was,  "  T})at  the  French  Convention  would  declare 
any  •/  their  Manbers  a  traitor^  who  Jhould  but  mention  peace  with 
England.'*     This  decided  my  vote  that  night;  but  let  it  be  ob- 
ferved,    that  the  fanguinary  fadion  of   Roberfpierre  th^n  ruled* 
Since  then  fcveral  months  ha:ve  elapfed,  during  which  we  have  beai 
profecuting  the  war  with  vigour^  as  it  is  called.     But  what  have  we, 
or  What  have  our  allies,  gained  by  it  ?   I  believe,  the  word  RUIN 
will  anfwer  the  queftion  -for  all  Ac  parties.     Try  it  for  the  Em-» 
peror ;  Try  it  for  tlie  King  of  Spain ;  Try  it  for  the  King  of  Sar- 
dinia ;  Try  it  for  the  Stadholder.     I  am  unwilling  to  fay.  Try  it 
for  ourfelves.     But  have  any  fteps  been  taken  by  us  to  put  an  end 
to  the  war  ?  I  f?ar  none  at  all.     On  the  contrary,  have  we  not  been. 
foliciting,  bribing,  coiiirdng,  wooing,  Kings  and  Emperors  to  carry 
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on  the  war,  almoA  whether  they  would  or  not  ?  and  with  what  dif- 
ficulty have  they  at  laft  been  coaxtd  to  defend  their  o«-n  territories, 
with  Englifh  money  ?  To  bring  this  matter  to  a  (hort  ifliic,  Is  there 
an  hcncfti  independent,  man  in  this  Houft,  who  will  not  alk,  la 
there,  or  is  there  not,  ah  opportunity  of  making  peace  on  any  to- 
lerable tarns  ?  if  it  be  laid,  jts,  then  in  God's  name,  let  us  en- 
deavour to  do  it  without  delay.  If  na,  then  let  us  withdraw  our 
forces  from  the  Continent,  and  keep  them  to  defend  ourfelves. 
Let  Old  England  add  to  her  wooden  walls,  by  which  (he  has  ever 
proved  herfcif  miftrcfs  of  the  ocean,  and  (houted  on  the  vaft  theatre 
of  the  globe,  that  Britannia  rules  the  waxiis,  .  I  would  not  be  un- 
derflood,  from  any  thing  I  have  faid,  to  lay  our  mifcarriageg  at  the 
door  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ;  I  believe  he  inherits  lus 
illuflrious  father's  fentiments  with  regard  to  continental  wars,  info-  . 
much,  that  what  one  of  our  own  poets  faid  of  a  quandam  great  Mi- 
nifler  of  France,  may  jufily  be  applied  to  him :  *'  Pecue  is  my  deaf 
Might,  ml  Fttury's  mort."  I  believe  he  kept  off  war  as  long  «  in 
prudence  he  thought  he  polTiblyoouId,  and  till  he  apprehended  both 
juftice  and  neceflity  compelled  him  to  enter  into  it.  But  he  has  been' 
unfortunate;  tilings  have  turned  out  contrary  to  his  expe^Htions ; 
and  1  fadly  fear,  that  unkfs  the  prefent  fyOcm  be  abandoned,  no 
chaif  c  for  the  better  can  be  expciled-  Under  this  perfuafion,  Sir, 
I  give  my  hearty  appnibation  of  my  worthy  friend's  amendment. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  however  defirous  he  m^t  be 
of  firft  hearing  the  arguments  of  fome  gentlemen,  from  whom  ho- 
muft  cxpet^  the  t^rongcn  argun^ents  to  be  drawn  in  fiivour  of  the 
propofed  amendment,  he  nas  induced  to  oifer  himfelf  at  this  late- 
hour  to  the  attentitm  of  the  Houfc,  iefl,  from  indifpoliiion,  he 
Should  be  ineapcttaied  at  a  f^ill  later  hour  from  entering  upon  a 
difcudion  upon  which  he  was  particularly  anxious  to  be  heard.  Of 
the  gcndemen  to  whom  he  had  firft  alluded,  there  were  many  wfiofe 
.ori|pnai  u[nnion£  upon  the  neceflity  of  this  war  muft  prevent  hint 
from  cntertaJDing  any  hopes  of  their  concurrence ;  but  as  fome  of 
his  friends  had,  in  the  debate  of  this  evening,  contradt^cd  thrfr 
former  opinions,  or  were  led  to  alter  them  by  the  progrcb  trf  un- 
favourable events,  tt  was  with  them  that  he  meant  principally  to  be 
at  iffue.  He  would  firft  advert  to  the  conftru6tion  and  terms  of 
die  Addrefs,  as  they  had  been  referred  to  by  his  honourable  friend 
(Mr.  Wilberforce),  and  with  rcfped  to  which  he  wiftied  to  give 
every  explanation.  His  honourable  fiiend  had  faid  that  he  could 
not  Gonienl  to  the  Addrefs,  becaufe  it  implied  that  diis  country 
wculd  not  treat  with  a  Republican  Government  in  France.— Hd 
had  not  pledged  luntfelf  to  that  extent,  he  had  only  laid,  that  with- 
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a  government  fuch  as  that,  which  was  now  exifting  in  France,  this 
country  could  not  treat  with  fccurity ;  we  were  certainly  not  driven 
to  that  hard  extremity,  to  that  abfcnce  of  all  hope,  to  that  total  want 
of  refources,  as  rendered  it  neceffary  for  us  to  procure  peace  upon 
any  terms.      If  fuch  indeed  was  our  fituation,  and  there  remained 
no  rational  liope  of  avoiding  the  impending  calamity,  he  never  had 
<;ontended  that  it  would  not  be  incumbent  upon  us  to  yield  to  the 
extraordinary  preffure,  and  to  encounter  the  evil  in  its  utmoft  ex- 
tent. But  he  conceived  that  in  the  prefent  condition  of  affairs,  there  . 
ftill  exifted  intermediate  terms.      He  would  not  fay  that  there  was 
no  Republican  form  of  Government,  with  which  it  would  be  pof- 
fible  for  us  to  treat,  though  he  muft  confefs  that  he  did  not  deem 
fuch  an  event  the  moft  probable;*     He  had  ever  thought  that  the 
moft  likely  cafe,  in  which  we  could  treat,  with  France,  would  be 
the  eftabliftimcnt  of  a  Monarchial  Government;  on  fomething  like  •  ^ 
the  foundation  of  the  former  Government.     There  was  no  othe» 
Government  to  tlic  principles  of  which  we  could  look  for  the  fame 
degree  of  fecurity.     And  he,  for  one,  did  not  think  this  country 
to  be  reduced  to  fuch  extremity  as  to  be  obliged,  in  the  prefent  mo- 
pent,  to  treat  without  fecurity.     He  confidercd  that  the  perfons, 
with  whom  he  was  now  at  iffuc,  were  his  honourable  friends,  who 
bad  expreffed  thcmfelves  in  favour  of  the  amendment.    They  were, 
in  the  firft  inftancc,  convinced  of  the  jufVice  and  ncccffity  of  the 
war ;  they  had  excrcifed  long  deliberation  on  the  fubje<ft,  and  had 
now  declared  thcmfelves  pcrfuaded  that  the  time  was  come  when  it 
was  proper  to  treat  with  the  French.     He  muft  own  that  thej'  had 
appeared  to  him  on  the  prefent  occafion  to  fpcak  more  faintly  of  the 
cpnfiderations  from  which  the  war  had  been  undertaken  than  he 
had  expcdted  from  their  former  fentiments.     The  objcdl  of  the 
conteft  had  been  ftatcd  in  repeated  Addreffes  fandioned  by  thefc 
honourable  gentlemen,  to  involve,  not  only  the  permanent  interefts 
of  this  country,  but  the  exiftence  of  order,  humanity,  and  religion, 
in  oppofition  to  anarchy,  cruelty,  and  imp^et}^     The  Government 
with  which  we  were  at  ^^'ar  had  declared  itfelf  the  enemy  of  all 
natural  and  revealed  religion,  to  the  entire  exclufion  of  all  tolera- 
tion.    If  fuch  was  the  nature  of  that  Government,  how  dreadful 
were  the  rcfledions  prefcnted  by  the  example  of  fuch  a  Government, 
trampling  over  all  the  order  of  focicty,  over  every  thing  honourable 
and  facred,  more  cfpecially  over  fuch  a  mind  as  that  of  his  honour- 
able friend.     Before  we  came  to  fuch  an  alternative  we  ought  at 
Icaft  to  be  more  furc  of  having  exhaufted  all  our  refources,  and  all 
our  hopes.     If  fuch  a  f}'ftem  was  indeed  to  be  allowed  to  triumph 
#v«r  every  thing  dear  and  valuable,  wc  ought  at  Icaft  to  be  affurcd 
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tfiat  wc  did  not  yicM  to  the  fuggeftions  of  a  bafe  and  unmanly  fear,' 
that  we  refifted  while  wc  entertained  any  hopes  of  being  able  to  rfi-' 
fift  with  effcft,  and  that  at  laft  we  fubmitted  not  to  an  affunicd  but 
to  a  real  danger,  hot  to  any  application  of  theoretical  principles, 
but  to  the  pradlicable  impoflibility  of  continuing  the  conteil.— 


Ill/  juiT  plurima  virlui 


Effe fu'it.      Toto  cerlalum  ef.  coifore 

He  begged  pardon  if  he  cxpreffed  himfclf  with  more  emotion  t'nan 
was  confident  with  the  propriety  of  debate  ;  the  particular  fituatioii 
in  which  he  ftood,  oppofing  the  opinions  of  thofc  with  whom  he 
had  been  accuflomed  in  almoU  all  points  to  agree,  would,  he  trufted, 
txcufe  the  warmth  of  his  feelings. 

The  que^ion  now  to  be  difculTed  might  flionly  be  (tated,  WTic- 
ther  the  rifque  of  making  peace  with  the  prefent  Government  of 
France,  was  greater  than  that  of  continuing  the  war  in  the  prcfent 
ccmdidon  of  the  refources  of  ,this  country  ?  As  to  the  variations 
of  the  French  Government  to  attach  any  particular  value  to  a  thing 
fo  often  changing  its  name  might  fairly  be  contlrued  to  amount  to 
indifFcrcnce  to  all.  Since  the  fall  of  Roberfpicrrc,  the  part)-  of  the 
Moderates  had  been  at  the  head  of  the  French  Government.  But  it 
was  to  be  remembered  that  a  Conftitution  had  been  prepared  in 
time  of  war,  which  was  to  be  adopted  in  time  of  peace.  This 
Conditution  was  fuperccdcd  by  the  Revolutionarj-  Government, — 
The  prcfent  Government  were  much  more  mitigated  in  the  ufe  of 
their  power  than  their  prcdeceflbrs,  from  whom  it  n'ouid  be  no  un- 
fair account  of  them  to  fay,  that  thev  juft  differtd  about  as  much  as 
the  panizans  of  Ruberfpierre  from  Brilfot  and  his  party,  who  were 
the  authors  of  the  \m  with  this  countr)'.  From  this  circumftancc 
it  was  to  be  inferred  lx)w  far  their  moderation  ctuld  be  a  good 
ground  of  reliance  to  this  country  in  treating  for  a  peace.  ,  The* 
had  fuecceded  to  a  Government  founded  on  liberty  and  cqualitj-, 
and  tiie  uncjualified  rights  of  man,  principles  difTtrcnc  from  thofcof 
every  other  regular  Government  of  Europe,  and  particularly  hoftilc 
to  this  country.  Their  theoretical  principles  were  found  only  to 
produce  pradlical  violence,  while  our  ConiHtution,  though  it  could 
not  boaft  of  theorelical  excellence,  (liewcd  that  it  cont:iined  every 
thing  valuable  in  praflice.  Thefe  principles  of  thi'  French  Go- 
vernment held  out  every  other  form  of  Government  to  be  founded 
in  ufuTpation  and  abufc ;  and  the  (wrfuafion  of  tiiis  not  merely 
grew  out  of  the  Government,  but  formed  part  of  it.  In  (hort, 
the  French  fyftem-poflt-flcd  all  the  inveteracy  and  bigotry  of  old 
popciy.     Could  we  believe  thdt  they  had  parted  with  the  inclina- 
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tion,  which  tWa  years  fince  they  had  fo  ftiongly  difq^vered,  to  pn^- 
pagate  their  fyftem  in  other  countries  ?  Cpuld  we  fuppofe  that  th^* 
would  not  ret^n  the  fame  ii^clir&ation  the  moment  that  they  bad  an 
opportunity  of  carrying  it  into  effe<3  ?  Peace  could  only  be  defiraUe 
to  the  French  upon  two  principjcs  ;  firft,  that  fuch  was  the  neceflftt]^ 
of  their  afiairs  that  they  would  be  glad  to  embrace  it,  and  fecondly^ 
.  tfiat  the  interval  which  the  period  of  peace  would  afford,  irould  be 
favourable  to  the  advancement  of  their  views.  What  was  the  prof-. 
pe£t  which  a  peace  with  France  under  the  prefent  circumftances 
prefented  to  this  country  }  Had  we  reafon,  as  his  honourable  firiend 
(Mr.  Canning)  had  dated,  to  expe6t  from  fuch  a  peace  any  cordial 
intercourfe,  any  ufeful  commerce,  any  defirable  amity  and  fncnd* 
Ihip  ?  Could  We  from  fuch  an  event  expeft  any  advantage  to  Ae 
public  economy  ?  Would  we  be  enabled  to  difband  oiur  armies  or 
difarm.  our  fleets,  or  to  put  an  end  to  the  Traitorous  Conrefpon- 
dence  biU,  and  the  other  meafures  which  had  been  pafled  with  a 
view  to  the  preCervation  of  public  order  and  tranquillity  ?  He  could 
eafily  fuppofe  that  thofe  gentlemen  who  had  in  an  early  part  of  ther 
evening,  fo  decidedly  given  their  opinion  with  refped  to  the  late 
trials,  and  who  had  fuppofed  all  the  perfons  in  this  country  to  be 
fo  pure^  as  not  even  to  be  infed^d  by  contad  with  jacobin  prin-< 
ciples,  would  forefee  no  danger  from  a  French  alliance,  and  would 
look  forward  with  fatisfa£tion  to  the  confcquences  of  fuch  a  mea- 
fure.  But  fuch  was  npt  the  cafe  with  his  honourable  friends,  who^ 
even  in  fuch  an  event  talked  of  the  neccfTity  of  additional  precau- 
tions, in  order  to  guard  the  dignity  of  the  Crown,  and  preferve 
the  tranquillity  of  the  country.  What  then  would  be  the  rational 
profpedi  of  advantage  to  this  country,  from  a  peace  with  an  en- 
raged enemy,  in  which  there  could  exift  no  confidence  on  either 
fide,  but  which  muft  neceffarily  ^ve  rife  to  a  ftate  of  jealoufy,  fiif- 
picion,  and  conftant  armament.  He  would  not  here  fpeak  of  that 
narrow  and  pernicious  policy,  which,  in  order  to  \Hrard  off  a  prefent 
difadvantagc,  incurs  the  rifquc  of  a  greater  evil^  and  which,  to  fave 
ourfelves  from  a  temporary  inconvenience,  expofes  the  deareft  inte- 
•refts  of  pofterity,  and  every  confideration  for  which  men  ou^t  to 
be  prepared  to  hazard  their  lives ;  and  (hould  a  rupture,  as  would 
moft  probably  be  die  confcquence,  follow  clofe  upon  the  hceU  of 
fuch  a- peace,  in  what  fituation  would  you  come  to  the  conteil  i 
You  would  then  have  put  an  end  to  the  madiine,  which  is  widi  fo 
much  difficulty  fet  in  motion,  and  which  can  fcarcdy,  at  the  end 
of  two  years,  be  raiied  to  the  pitch  neceflary  to  try  the  national 
fh-ength — a  J>itch  to  which  it  would  be  almoft  impoflible  to  raifc  it 
again  in  the  ikmefpace.  On  theodier  hand  the  enemy  would  find  itai 
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impofliHc  to  dilband  their  troops,  as  with  rd'j>eft  to  your  forces  you 
wouM  find  it  ncccffary.  They  would  again  be  prepared  to  ftart  with 
the  fame  gigantic  refijurces,  deriving  frdh  confidence  from  die  dif- 
pofition  which  you  had  (hewn  10  peace,  and  new  vigour  from  the 
interval  which  had  been  afforded  to  hoftilities.  What  then  would 
be  your  (imation  f  It  had  been  faid  that  you  would  have  to  carry  on 
the  war  without  any  alliance  at  all.  On  the  event  of  this  night's 
debate,  may  depend  what  ftiall  be  your  future  fituation  with  rcfpeft 
(oyour  allies.  If  you  do  not  now  proclaim  your  weaknefs,  if  you 
do  not  renounce  your  profjwfls,  you  have  ftiil  great  hopes  from  the 
alliance-  of  Europe.  Neither  Pruflia,  Auflria,  Spain,  and  the 
States  of  Italy,  were  yet  in  fuch  a  fituation  that  their  afliftancc 
might  not  b^  looked  to  in  carryii^  on  the  contcft.  The  honourable 
gentlemen  who  fuppoited  the  amendment,  difelaimed  the  language 
of  fear ;  they  faid  they  knew  wliat  Great  Britain  could  do,  if  once 
it  was  roufed.  What  then  was  to  be  inferred  from  all  their  fir- 
mer profcflions?  Was  ibis  then  a  bufinefs,  in  which,  after  all, 
they  were  not  ferious  ?  Was  this  calife  which  had  been  admitted  to 
involve  not  only  the  moft  important  interefts  of  Great  Britain,  but 
the  fafety  of  EurqK  and  the  order  of  focicty,  not  confidered  to  be 
of  fuch  a  nature  as  required  all  the  energies  of  the  country  ?  What 
then  was  the  greater  nccefiity  to  which  they  locked  ?  What  the  oe- 
cafion  on  which  they  deemed  that  they  could  more  worthily  employ 
their  efforts  ?  If  we  fhould  diflblvc  the  powerful  confederacy  with 
which  we  were  now  united,  could  we  hope  again  to  bring  it  back  at 
OUT  fummons ;  and  would  wc  not  in  the  cafe  of  a  frelh  rupture  be 
ncpofcd  alone  to  the  fury  of  France,  without  the  fmal'eft  profpeft 
of  affiftance  fitnn  any  other  quarter  ?  But  this  was  not  the  only  ob- 
jeflinn  to  abandoning  the  war  in  the  prefcnt  moment.  We  were 
defircd  to  rclinquirh  the  contcD  at  a  period  at  which  all  the  natural 
and  unnatural  rcfources,  by  which  France  had  hitherto  been  enaUed 
to  pcrfevere,  were  faft  approaching  to  their  termination.  To  give 
peace  to  France  in  the  prefcnt  fituation  of  their  affairs,  would  be 
ft>  enable  them  to  recruit  thefe  rcfources,  and  to  renew  their  depre- 
dations at  the  cxpence  of  this  country.  Confidered  in  all  thefc 
points  of  view,  the  dangers  of  peace  were  infinite ;  and  it  was  in 
every  refpeA  preferable  to  continue  the  conteft,  even  with  the  pro- 
babilities which  the  afpei^  of  affairs  prefcnted.  The  only  anfwir  to 
all  thcfe  objeiSions  was  a  fpeculation  that  in  the  event  of  a  peace, 
the  prcfent  dcfliuflive  fyftcm  would  no  longer  be  able  to  maintain 
its  ground,  and  France  would  naturally  fall  into  a  more  regular 
form  of  Government.  It  had  been  arguid  that  the  fyflcm  had  hi- 
therto only  been  upheld  by  the  extraordinary  prefiurc  fmm  the  ejitc- 
Vol.  XL.  H       . 
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nor,  and  that  as  foon  as  that  prcifutx;  was  wididrawn,  it  moft  ne« 
ccflarily  fall  in  pieces.    But  what  would  be  the  conclufion  if  the  hA 
.was  otherwife  ?  and  the  extraordinary  prefliire,  infiead  of  being  tht 
caufe  of  the  exiftcncc  of  the  fyAcni)  had  now  almoft  brought  it  to 
the  verge  of  ruin  ;  and  if  a  peace,  inftead  of  having  the  eff^d  to 
cftablifh  a  moderate  and  fettled  Republic,  would  tend  only  to  pro- 
duce a  more  powerful  and  violent  dcfpotifm  than  even  that  which 
now  fubfifted.     When  it  was  faid,  therefore,  that  a  peace  would 
have  the  cfFcft  to  overthrow  the  Government  of  France,  the  propo- 
iition  was  by  no  means  clear;  the  probability  was  much  greater  that 
the  perfons  now  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  would,  in  order 
to  continue  their  own  power  (and  in  France,    it  was  to  be  rccol- 
lc6ted,  that  the  continuance  of  their  power  was  connedled  with  that 
.of  their  lives,  to  that  in  addition  to  the  incentives  of  ambition,  they 
.had  the  powerful  motive  of  felf-prefervation)  be  induced  to  continue 
.the  fame  fyftcm  of  meafui^s  that  now  prevailed.     Obliged  as  they 
would  be  to^ecal  a  powerful  army  from  the  frontiers,  would  th« 
troops  of  whom  it  was  compofed,  after  having  tailed  the  fweets  of 
plunder  and  the  licence  of  the  field,  be  contented  to  return  to  the 
peaceful  occupations  of  induftry  ?     Would  they  not,  in  order  to 
amufe  their  daring  fpirit,    and  divert  from  themfelvs  the  effefls  of 
, their  turbulence,   be  compelled  to  find  them  fome  employment} 
And  what  was  the  employment  to  which  they  would  moft  naturally 
.direct  their  firft  attention  ?  They  would  employ  them  to  crufti  all 
the  remains  of  courage,    loyalty  and  piety  that  yet  remained  in 
France  ;    and  excinguifh  all  that  gallant  and  unhappy  party  from 
whofe  co^perarion  we  might  promife  ourfelves,    at  any  future  pc- 
jtiod,  to  derive  advantage.     Whj^t  elfe  could  be  expelled  from  thofc 
Moderates,  who,  though  ailuming  that  appellation,  had,  in  fuc«- 
ceeding  to  the  party  of  Roberfpierre,  only  eftabii(hcd  themfelves  on 
a  new  throne  of  terror  f     Thus  the  pcacQ  which  was  in  the  prcfent 
inftance  propofcd,  as  the  means  of  fafcty,  would   ultimately  only 
operate  to  enfure  the  work  of  dcftruflion.     But  this  was  but  a  fmall 
.  part  of  the  objedions  to  concluding  a  peace  in  the  prefcnt  moment. 
His  honourable  friends  who  fupported  the  amendment,  had  not  yet 
told  him  what  fort  of  peace  they  propofcd  to  make  ^  and  before  they 
could  require  his  aflfent  to  their  propofition,  they  ought  firft  to  bz 
prepared  to  fhcw  what  terms  of  peace  they  would  adopt  under  tht 
prefent  circumftances,  rather  than  proceed  to  carry  on  die  war  for 
another  campaign.     Except  they  could  do  this,  to  propofe  a  peace, 
in  the  lituation  in  which  we  were  now  placed,  was  only  to  propofe 
.  a  gratuitous  lofs  of  honour,  to  hold  out  a  fymptom  of  fear,  and  a 
.  (ignal  of  defpaix.     Would  his  honourable  friend,  or  would  even  the 
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right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  (Mr.  Fox)  himfelf  fay,  that 
England  was  in  that  ftate  under  which  (he  fhould  agree  to  a  peace, 
leaving  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  in  poflTefilon  of  the  French !  In  a 
few  months  after,  Holland  would  certainly  be  added  to  that  acqut- 
fition,  and  in  a  rtiort  time  afterwards,  the  fword  muft  be  drawn 
again,  upon  terms  of  much  greater  difadvantage,  than  we  had  now 
to  encounter  in  carryingon  the  war.  He  would affcrt,  paradoxical 
as  it  might  appear,  that  the  only  fccurity  for  Holland  at  prcfent  in 
making  a  pi.'acc  wiili  France,  was  derived  from  the  circumftance  of 
tmr  ftill  continuing  to  carry  on  the  war.  Who  that  looked  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  Convention,  did  not  fee  that  it  was  their  policy 
on  even'  occafion,  to  keep  up  their  arrogant  and  menacing  f)'ftem, 
and  to  hold  a  high  tone  of  fuperiority  with  refpect  to  all  other  na- 
tions ?  By  thcfe  means  they  had  contrived  to  chcrifh  that  fpirit  of 
enthufiafm  among  the  people,  which  had  enabled  them  to  make 
fuch  extraordinary  exertions,  and  on  which  they  depended  for  die 
continuance  of  their  power.  It  wouH  be  impoflible  to  propofc 
peace,  without  an  implied  pdmifllon  of  this  boalled  French  fuperi- 
ority ;  to  adopt  the  language  of  pacificaiion,  would  at  once  be  an 
acknowledgement  of  thcii  claims,  and  a  confeflion  of  your  own  dif- 
giacr. 

Would  they,  in  fuch  a  lituation,  be  difpofcd  to  make  peace  with 
Tou  on  terms  of  equality,  or  mutt  not  you  be  contented  to  accept  of 
fuch  terms  as  ihey  (hould  be  inclined  to  offer  ?  The  honourable  Ba- 
ronet, (Sir  Richard  Hill)  whom  he  highly  refpcifled,  had  alluded  to 
a  decree  of  the  French  Convention,  mentioned  by  him  in  the  courfc 
of  laft  feffion,  and  had  afligncd  that  decree  a^  a  reafon  why  he  then 
voted  for  the  war.  This  was  the  decree  of  the  1 3th  of  April,  1 793, 
in  which  it  had  ncen  declared  treafon  for  any  man  to  propofc  peace 
with  the  powers  at  war,  except  upon  a  recc^ition  of  the  French 
Republic,  on  the  principles  of  liberty  and  equality,  founded  on  the 
unalienable  aud  imperfcriptible  rights  of  man.  They  were  not 
fimply  content  with  the  rca^nition  of  their  Republic,  except  it  was 
acknowledged  on  their  own  principles,  principles  hoftilc  to  every 
eftablifhed  Government,  and  which  he  contended  could  Trot  be 
adc^ted  by  this  country,  without  figning  the  depofition  of  the  King, 
and  the  annihilation  of  the  Parliament.  But  even  if  a  peace  were 
to  be  made  on  thzjiatus  quo,  it  could  not  be  done  without  a  refti- 
lution  on  your  part  of  the  conquered  Weft-India  {Hands,  on  retain- 
ing which  depend  not  only  all  your  hopes  of  indemniftcation  for  the 
cxpenccs  of  the  war,  but -if  the  future  fccurity  of  your  own  ppflef- 
f'ons  in  that  quarter.  Would  you,  in  any  c«her  war,  rea(Kly  be 
difpofcd  19  mike  fuch  a  coneeflion,  and  will  jw  be  induced,  in  tbt 
Hs 
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preienty  taintly  to  fubmit  to  fuch  a  facrifice  ?    The  fccnc  of  miiery 
and  horror  that  muft  enfuc,  was  indeed  inconceivable  ;  the  furrei^- 
der  of  thefe  iflands>   would  be  to  give  up  to  the  fury  of  their  an- 
cient tyrants,  the  miferable  inhabitants  who  had  fought  your  pro- 
te<Siion>  and  at  once  to  violate  every  principle  of  good  faith  and  hu- 
manity.    Before,  too,  you  noade  fuch  a  furrender,   there  wa&  an- 
other queftion  to  be  confidcrcd :  no  lefs  than'  whether  you  would  af- 
ford to  the  French  an  unrefifted  opportunity  of  working  upon  the 
unfortunate  fyftcm  that  now  prevailed  in  that  countfy  ;  and  intro- 
ducing their  government  of  anarchy,  the  horrors  of  which  were  even 
more  dreadful  than  thofe  of  flavcry.     To  thofe  who  had  in  com- 
mon deplored  the  meafures  of  the  unfortunate  negroes,  it  muft  ap- 
pear aftonifhing,  that  any  propofition  likely  to  be  attended  with  fuch 
cpnfequenccs,  could  ever  enter  the  mind  of  his  honourable  friend 
(Mr.  Wilberforce).     Bcfidcs,  it  was  impoflible  to  afcertain  what  a 
-wide-fprcad  circle  of  calamity  the  adoption  of  this  propofition  might 
produce.     If  once  the  principles  of  Jacpbinifm  (hbuld  obtain  a  foot- 
ii^  in  the  French  Weft- India  iflands,  could  we  hope  that  our  own 
fWouH  be  fafe  from  the  contagion  ?      If  it  had  been  found  fcarccly 
.poflible  to  fhut  out  the  infection  of  thefe  principles  from   the  well- 
tempered  and  vaiioufly  blended  orders  of  fcciety  which  fubfiftcd  in 
this  country j  v^here  a  principle  of  fubordination  ran  through  all  the 
ranks  of  fociety,  and  all  were  united  by  a  reciprocity  of  connexion 
.and  intereft,  what  might  be  expcdtcd  to  be  their  effc&s  operating 
upon  the  deplorable  fyftcm  fubfifting  in  that  quarter.     It  would  be 
giving  up  your  own  colonics  fpeedi^y  to  be  devoted  to  all  the  horrors 
.of  anarchy  and  devaftation.     Such  is  the  fituation  to  which  you 
would  reduce  yourfclves  by  any  propofition  for  peace  in  the  prefcnt 
moment,  even  upon  ih^Jiatus  quo,  which,  in  all  probability,  would 
.not  be  accepted.     Any  fuch  propofition  muft  neceflfarily  imply^  a 
COnfeflTion  of  your  own  weaknefs.     You  muft  alk  for  peace,  not  in- 
deed in  the  langiiage,  but  in  the  pofture,  offupplication.     He  had 
not  yet  heard  our  own  difficalties  ftated  lr  fuch  terms,  as  (hewed  an 
aWblute  necefllty-  of  immediately  having  recourfe  to  peace.    What 
had  chiefly  been  infifted  on,  was  the  unfortunate  event  of  the  laft 
.campaign.     He  was  not  difpofed  to  diminiih  the  extent  of  our  ca- 
lamities, or  h^ld  out  any  flattering  profpedt  of  the  fuccefs  of  our  ope^ 
vations.     The  fpeech  of  His  Majefty  mentioned  the  reveries  and 
^iiappointments  which  had  attended  the  progrefs  of  our  arms. .   But 
was  this  a  fuflficient  ground  why  we  fliould  all  at  once  be  induced  to 
abandon  the  war,  and  to  fue  for  peace  ?     Was  the  enumeration 
which  had  been  made  of  the  checks  and  defeats  in  the  courfe  of  the 
laft  campaign,  to  be  confidered  as  at  allconclufive  ?  Had  not  fimi«: 
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lar  checks  aod  defeats  occurred  in  former  wars,  where  the  dbjcA 
was  much  lefs  feriyus,  and  where,  after  all,  the  cvL-nt  lud  bcea 
fucccfsful !  Would  any  man,  then,  from  the  experience  of  furma 
wars,  pretend  to  dy,  rtiat  the  bare  check  of  military  ope.  ,t ions,  or 
the  transfer  of  territory  from  one  Power  to  another,  \.  re  fufficient 
grounds  of  difcouragemenr,  or  formed  the  ultiniute  crittj  n  of  fuc- 
cefsr  No- man ■  would  pretend  to  fay  fucii  wm  llit  ■:■.'■  .  Andif 
fuch  was  not  the  far^  with  refpect  10  wars  in  ;!;]!•  r.',  much  Icfc 
would  it  hold  w idi  rcfpcft  to  the  pref.nt  u :ir,  -^-j.  cnrr :i  ■;  an  by  this 
country.  All  modern  wars  had  tvcn  r(?ivi-.l;i,!  k>  dij.  iiu  on  a  com- 
panion of  tlic  nivims  by  viiich  tiv/y  were  to  l-c  caniti^  un.  That 
[-over  whii-h  pfiiHil'd  tin;  fiipi.-!':tiiy  of  n-kMi-^.s  iiu'  btcn  found 
tin.il!y  to  be  fu^ctfsl'i!.  Tlic  ^rck  qu^\:k-r.  K-ivv.-n  Great  Bri- 
tain :i'ij  rniroc,  in  il'c  prefcni:  coiit^;!,  v.<^,  Wl.io.  '.^  >uldbeable 
Li'  hi.il  (-ut  i:>i;;;'"fi  in  pjint  of  pccun1;;ry  rui.;;rcc  r  /■:  ;-iefent  both 
tl.e  ba!:ini:c  of  letri.'c.rial  r.cipifui.-'ns,  :)n(i  of  pt.iii:i.:]y  rcfources, 
were  on  t]x  !i.-!e  of  Grcat-Eritiin.    Niy,  he  *1  vuh\  ■^'.  firther,  and 


ver:....'  n:  alu-rt,  ihaC  if  iiilrii.u  I;?d  k.-.n  h 
and  tl'c  ?  .itc'f.f  Italy,  were  to  l-.i:  putt..;%i!:i.; 
to  the  extent  .:f  ttie  )>,f<.  wh'wh  had  iK'eii  fult  .1 
linci^theci^mir-jncemcnt  oflLruar.  Wi'ii  ; 
ofFnmcc,  ih'.TJkid  i:i!eJ,  and  iliev|i;i<ii"u: 
He  faid  it  wuuid  i-.kol  be  vciy  fii^  .'  r, 
in  direct  Ci.ntrnji.5!i"ri  CO  V'j'f  anu  rejki  ,  J 
of  twoyeirs,  .ii'd  v-ar;-  1  it  on  with  a  wild 
ablcd  rhcm  to  yiluni'li  the  world  w'nU  ti'-ir  n 
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any  particular  difcuflion,  and  point  out  the  Tources  fiwm  which  he 
had  derived  his  information.     He  then  ftatcd,  that  fince  the  revolu- 
tion their  expenditure  amounted  to  480  millions  flerling ;  320  nul- 
lions  fterling  in  two  years  was  the  price  of  the  efforts  by  which  they 
wrefted  from  the  allies  the  conquefts  they  had  obtained.     But  was 
Ais  to  be  confidered  as  the  fcalc  of  what  they  could  fpcnd  ?  did 
thcfe  enormous  fums  arife  from  an  increafe  of  revenue,  or  from  an 
orderly  fyftem  of  finance  ? — Not  at  all — it  arofe  from  an  unlimited 
paper   credit — and  all  their  own  accounts  concurred,    he  faid,  in 
declaring,  that  if  carried  any  farther,  it  would  be  impoffible  to 
maintain  any  longer,  much  lefs  to  augment  it,  by  any  further  ag- 
gravations of  the  mifchicfs  of  plunder  and  confufion-     It  had  even 
been  ftated  by  their  own  leader,  that  it  had  now  been  carried  to  that 
point,  beyond  which  it  could  not  be  extended  without  ruin  to  th« 
country.    In  former  times  the  whole  circulation  of  France  had  been 
ftatcd  U>  amount  only  to  90  millions  annually,  of  which  it  may 
naturally  be  fuppofcd  that  a  great  part  remained  una(9ive.     He 
mentioned  this  in  order  to  (hew  how  far  the  fcale  of  their  expendi- 
ture exceeded  what  might  he  fuppofed  to  be  the  natural  refources  of 
the  country.     While  tlie  circulating  medium  of  the  whole  country 
amounted  to  no  more  than  90  millions  in  1 793^  the  afTignats  iffued 
amounted  to  1 30  millions  fterling ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  the  price 
©f  all  the  conveniences  of  life  rofe  to  ai)  enormous  height.     The 
forcible  meafures  brought  forward  and  adopted  for  the  temporary 
remedy  of  this  grievance,  did  not  bring  into  adual  circulation  above 
'  130  millions,  and  thereby  were  reduced  to  half  their  nominal  va- 
lue, fo  that  the  Louis  brought  1  20  livres  in  afTignats,  one^fixth  of 
their  nominal  value  only.     Then  came  into  their  aid  the  fyftem, 
of  terror,  and  the  paradoxical  experiment  of  credit,  founded  on  the 
lafis  of  fear — for  from  defolation  and  diftrefs  they  extra<3ed  fuch 
fums  as  could  not  be  raifed,  from  the  utmoft  confidence,  in  the 
.  moft  opulent  nation  of  the  earth.     It  might  appear,  he  faid,  very 
extraordinary,  how  they  contrived  to  carry  into  the  recefTes  of  every 
houfe  the  impulfe  of  their  engine,  terror — a  law  was  made  by  them 
cnading  a  penalty  of  20  years  imprifonment  againft  any  man  who 
rcfufed  to  take  the  afTignats  at  the  depreciated  value  of  one-^lixth, 
and  at  the  fame  time  obliging  them,  by  an  arbitrary  maximum,  to 
fell  their  provifions  at  a  low  price  fixed  by  themfelves.     This  he 
feid,  was  aftually  carried  into  execution — but  means  fo  violervt  could 
not  be  expcdlcd  to  laft  long.      In  the  days  of  Roberfpierrc,  the  ad- 
vocates for  the  French  had  faid,  all  this  was  done  by  the  enthufiafm 
of  the  people— but  appeared  afterwards  to  be  done  by  cruelty— 
l^y  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  and  the  indcfatigaUe  a6livity  of  thf 
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guiUodne — ^that  taken  away,  the  a/Tignats  fell  confiderably.  One 
thing,  he  feid,  he  would  mention,  on  the  authority  of  the  French 
MiniAer  of  Finance,  under  the  title  of  an  Article  of  Oeconomy, 
viz.  in  addition  to  the  other  en^ncs  of  tyranny,  they  eflablUhed  in 
every  divifion  a  dcfcription  of  men,  under  the  name  of  Revolution* 
ary  Committees,  who  were  appointed  to  fuperintend  the  execution 
of  this  law ;  they  lived  by  plunder,  and  coft  no  lefs  a  fum  than  26 
millions  flerling.  Since,  thofe  130  millions  aforementioned,  in- 
iicad  of  diminifhing,  they  augmented  to  260  millions  fterling ;  and 
their  own  account  of  the  ftate  of  thofe  in  1793,  would  give  ibmc 
idea  of  the  effed  likely  to  be  produced  by  260  millions.  If  dien 
the  fyftem  of  terrbr  be  done  away,  how,  he  afked,  could  they  fub- 
fiil?  a  fy(lem  lb  unnatural  could  not  fubiid  by  natural  means,  as 
the  fydem  relaxed,  aflignats  decreafed  in  value,  and  were  charged 
at  an  immoderate  difcount  by  the  fervants  of  the  Convention  them- 
felves.  In  two  hionths  after  the  death  of  Roberlpierre,  they  fell  to 
one  half,  and  lately  to  one  fourth  of  their  nominal  value.  In  ad- 
dition he  ftated,  that  the  Members  in  the  Convention,  even  tihwfc 
who  were  moft  oppofite,  concurred  in  declaring,  that  by  the  dimi- 
nution of  aflignats  their  means  were  leflened,  and  that  they  could 
only  raife  them  by  contrading  their  exertions,  and  diminifhing  their 
forces.  And  it  (hould  be  recoUeded  this  was  their  only  refource. 
Was  it  then  too  much  to  fay,  their  refources  were  nearly  at  an  end? 
It  was  this  unlimited  power  which  the  French  Convention  had  af- 
fumed  to  purchafe  or  to  feize  all  property,  as  fuitcd  to  their  pui^fes, 
which  accounted  for  the  ftupendous  fcale  of  operations  which  they 
had  been  enabled  to  purfue.  This  circumftance  completely  folved 
the  phsenomenon,  which  otherwife  appeared  fo  inexplicable,  and 
was  adequate  to  all  thofe  miraculous  effedls  which  had  attended  the 
prpgrefs  of  the  French  revolution,  and  which  feemed  to  baffle  all 
reaibning,  as  much  as  they  had  exceeded  all  human  expedation. 
In  all  thefc  circumftances  he  would  fay  that  we  had  fufficient  in- 
ducements to  carry  on  the  war,  if  not  with  the  certainty  of  faith» 
yet  at  leaft  with  the  confidence  of  expedation.  A  war,  the  imme- 
diate termination  of  which  would  be  attended  with  certain  evil,  and 
the  profecution  of  which,  under  the  prefcnt  circumftances,  was  at 
leaft  not  without  great  probable  hope. 

If  we  looked  to  the  fituation  of  France,  they  were  now  attempt- 
ing to  have  recourfe  to  a  milder  and  more  moderate  fyftem,  a  fyf- 
tem which  would  only  deprive  them  of  thofe  prodigious  eiKfgies, 
which  they  had  hitherto  exerted  with  fach  aftoniftiing  effedl  \  but 
they  no  longer  indeed  poffeflcd  the  fame  means,  and  could  not 
therefore  be  expedted  to  difplay  tlic  fame  exerdons.     Would  it  be 
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poftible  for  diem  all  at  once  to  reftore  the  farmer  to  the  occupations 
of  agriculture,  and  the  merchant  to  the  purfuks  of  commerce,  and 
to  replace,  in  an  inftant,  the  devaflations  of  war  and  {Sunder,  by  the 
arts  of  peade,  and  the  exertions  rf  induftry  ?     It  would  lequhe 
years  of  tranquillity  to  reftorc  them  to  the  enjoyment  of  thcrfc  ordi- 
tiary  refources,  which  they  had  poffeffcd  previous  to  the  commence- 
fnent  of  the  prefent  deftruftive  war — refources  which  they  could  no 
Ibnger  employ.     For  even  could  it  be  fuppofed  that  Roberfpicrrc 
were  raifed  from  the  dead,  they  would  no  longer  be  qualified  to  dis- 
play the  fame  energies  which,  under  his  adminiftration,  had  been 
called  forth  by  the  influence  of  a  fyftem  of  terror  ;  the  means  by 
'which  thefe  exertions  had  been  fupplied,  were  now  exhauftcd.— 
What  could  they  poflibly  refort  to  for  frcfh  fupplies  ?  Could  it  be 
fuppofed,  that  when  the  forced  loan  failed  at  the  time  it  was  at- 
tempted, it  can  agnin  be  tried  and  fucceed,  in  a  time  much  more 
unfavourable  to  it,  when  the  fyftem  of  terror  is  almoft  diffolved? 
The  queftion  then  was-— had  we,  under  the  prefent  circumftanees:^ 
the  profpcft  of  being  able  to  bring  as  great  a  force  into  the  fidd,  as 
would  require  from  the  French  the  fame  degree  of  exertion  which 
had  been  ncceflary  in  the  former  campaigns  ?  Even  let  it  be  fup(K>- 
fed  that  Holland  fhould  &11,  and  that  circumftances  (hould  be  foch 
that  we  could  no  longer  look  for  aiTiftance  from  the  Court  of  Berlin, 
yet  he  could  fee  no  rcafon  why  the  augmentation  of  rhe  Briti(h  force 
might  -not  fiiUy  fupply  the  lofe,  and  even  do  fomcthing  more  valu- 
able in  point  of  effeft,  with  refjpeft  to  the  operations  of  the  war. 
He  could  fee  ^no  reafon  if  we  gave  to  Auftria  the  pecuniary  aid 
which  it  required  as  its  own  expence,  why  we  might  not  be  able, 
in  conjundion  with  the  augmented  force,  which,  from  the  afllifhmce 
of  our  credit,  it  would  be  enabled  to  bring  forward,  along  too  widi 
the  powers  of  Spain,  and  the  States  of  Italy,  to  eflfeft  a  powerful 
diverfion,  and  accomplifh  the  important  puipofe— a  purpofe  in  the 
accompliftiment  of  which,  the  kappinefs,  almoft  the  exiftence  of 
Europe,  entirely  rcJled. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  exhaufted  as  he  felt  himfelf,  and  difgufted 
as  the  Houfe  muft  be  at  hearing  a  repetition  of  the  fame  arguments 
upon  which  we  had  been  firft  involved  in  a  fituation  difaftrous  be- 
yond example,  if  he  did  not  endeavour  to  ftate  to  the  HoCtfe  the 
neceffity  of  adopting  the  amendment,  or  an  amendment  of  fomc 
fuch  nature,  he  fhould  be  wanting  in  his  duty.  On  the  condud 
of  the  war,  not  a  word  had  been  faid.  The  honourable  Baronet 
'  Vfho  moved  the  Addrefs,  had  declined  all  difcufiion  on  that  head) 
cxpreffing  his  belief  that  thofe  who  were  entrufted  with  the  dire6Vion 
of  it  would  give  the  ncccffaiy  explanations  at  a  future  period.    The 
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iwc  Yvould  come  for  thofe  explanations,  or,  at  leaft,  for  calling 
w  them.     At  prcfent,  he  wi(hcd  gentlemen  to  coniider  the  horri- 
ble ptffaire  -which  two  of  His  Majcfty's  Minifters  had  given  of  our 
fituntion  ;  that  we  were  engriged,  and  muft  pcrfevere.  in  a  conteft, 
the  iffuc  of  which  involved  not  territory  or  commercei  not  vi£iory 
or  defeat,  in  the  common  acceptation  of  the  words,  but  our  Con- 
ftitution,  our  countiy,  our  cxiftence  as  a,  nation.     Viewing  this 
pidure,  he  was  glad  that  truth  and  reafon  had  at  length  found  dieir 
May  to  the  nnnds  of  fome  men.     He  ihould  have  thought  it 
ArangCy  indeed,  if  while  fo  many  had  fepamted  themfelves  from 
him  on  differences  of  political  opinion,  there  ihould  have  beea . 
none  to  adopt  the  opinions  which  he  ftill  retained.     Thofe  who 
moved  and  fupported  the  amendment  now  faid,  that  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  ought  not,  by  their  Addrefs  to  the  Crown,  to  pledge 
themfelves  never  to  agree  to  a  peace  with  France,  while  the  prefcnc 
Republican  Government  exited.     Was  this  a  new  dodrine  i  Cer- 
tainly not ;  but  it  was  new  to  call  upon  the  Houfe  for  fuch  a  pledge. 
It  was  the  firft  time  of  afldng  Parliament  to  aflure  His  Majefly  that 
they  would  ftever  think  it  advifcable  to  treat  with  the  French  Re- 
public on  the  prefent  fyilem,  unlefs  in  a  cafe  of  fuch  imperious  ne- 
ctflity  on  the  part  of  this  country  as  muft  preclude  all  reaibning, 
and  he  gave  Minifters  credit  for  their  candour  ia  afking  it  thus 
fairly,  and  without  equivocation.     [Mr.  Pitt  intimated  acrofs  the 
table  that  exprcifions  in  a  former  Addrefe  pledged  the  Houfe  to  this} 
Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  wifhed  to  give  the  right  honourable  gentlcmaa 
fome  credit  for  candour,  but  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fo  de- 
teftcd  the  thing,  that  he  could  not  endure  even  the  name.     He 
knew  there  were  expreflions  in  former  Addreftes  that  might  admit 
of  fuch  a  conftrudlion  ;  and  aware  that  they  would  be  fo  conftrued, 
when  Minifters  found  it  convenient,  he  had  warned,  but  in  vain,  the 
Houfe  agatnft  adopting  them.     If,  in  the  misfortunes  of  his  country 
it  were  poffible  not  to  fympathize,  he  ihould  feel  fome  confolation 
in  obferving  the  effedl  of  double  dealing ;  q(  ufing  words  in  one 
fcnfe,  with  the  intention  of  their  being  underftood  in  another ;  of 
courting  the  (ipport  of  fome  men  upon  one  interpretation,  and  of 
odicrs  upon  an  interpretation  dire£tty  oppofite.    If  the  Miniftcr  had 
faid  candidly  and  plainly,  in  the  firft  inftance,  "  This  war  is  un- 
dertaken for  the  exprefs  pnrpofe  of  deftraying  the  French  Govenv- 
nicnt,  and,  come  what  will,  we  can  never  make  peace  while  that 
Government  endures,"  he  might  not,  perhaps,  have  had  fo  many 
fupporters,  but  he  would  have  been  favcd  the  unpleafant  feeling  of 
Ais  day's  difference  with  his  friends.     His  cagemefs  to  obtain  the 
Upfon  of  all  led  him  to  make  ufe  of  equivocal  words,  and  now 
Vol.  XL.  1 
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his  own  friends  told  hiro  that  they  did  not  interpret  thofe  words  a^ 
he  did ;  that  they  diought  the  dcftru£lion  of  the  French  Govern* 
mcnt  a  defirable  ohjcSt  if  it  could  be  accomplifhed  on  reafonable  terms} 
but  that  if  they  had  imagined  that  peace  muft  nev«r  be  thou^  of, 
till  that  Government  was  dcftroyed,  they  would  not  have  voted  for 
the  war.  Here  was  an  infhnce  of  the  Minifter's  deriving  no  ad* 
vantage  from  equivocation.  ^Hcre  at  length  was  what  he  had  fi> 
often  laboured,  but  without  efk&y  to  obtain  ;  a  clear  declaratkm  of 
the  precife  obje6t  of  the  war,  and  of  the  terms  on  which  alone  we 
could  hope  for  peace>  This  led  to  the  queftion  of  policy ;  and,  in 
proceeding  to  examine  that  quedion,  he  found  another  inftance  of 
ingcnuoufnefs.  The  Speech  from  the  Throne,  the  mover  and  fc» 
conder  of  the  Addrefs,  admitted  that  we  had  experienced  difafters 
in  tlic  courfe  of  the  laft  campaign.  The  two  Minifters  who  had 
fpoken  on  the  fubje^,  both  faid  thiy  would  not  deny  that  the  enemy 
had  over-run  provinces  and  taken  (bong  towns.-— They  would  not 
deny — aftonifhing  candour  I  The  acccflion  of  Arcngth  and  integrity 
tiiey  had  gained  in  the  Cabinet  infpired  them  with  fuch  confidence 
that  they  felt  bold  enough  to  fubftitute  plain  dealing  for  ihiifBing 
and  equivoque,  and  they  would  not  deny  diat  the  enemy  had  over- 
run provinces  and  taken  (hong  towns !  When  the  true  fbtement 
was,  tliat  never,  in  any  one  campaign,  (ince  the  irruptions  of  the 
Goths  and  Vandals,  had  fuch  reveries  been  experienced  on  the  one 
hand,  and  fuch  acquifitions  made  on  the  other.  The  French  had 
not  only  driven  the  allies  from  France,  retaken  all  the  captured 
fortrcffcs,  but  were  now  a£Vually  in  pofleffion  of  all  the  Auflrian 
Netherlands,  Dutch  Brabant,  a  confiderable  part  of  the  United 
Provinces,  all  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  except  Mcntz,  part  of 
Piedmont,  all  the  province  of  Navarre,  and  much  of  Bifcay  ?nd 
Catalonia— Then  Minifters  were  ready  to  confefs  that  the  French 
had  taken  ftrong  towns !  Were  fo  many  «ver  taken  in  any  five  cam* 
paigns  in  tlie  hiftory  of  modern  Europe  i  He  (hould  be  told,  it  wag 
afting  the  part  of  a  bad  fubjed  to  exaggerate  the  fucceffeir  of  an 
enemy. ; — he  would  reply,  that  he  was  adting  die  part  of  an  honcft 
Member  of  Parliament,  in  telling  the  Houfe  truths  which  they  ougjht 
to  hear,  as  the  only  grounds  of  deciding  properly ;  and  reminding 
them  of  difafters  which,  not  fortune,  but  folly,  had  brou^  u^xm 
the  country.  On  the  means  by  which  the  exertkxis  of  the  FrcrKh 
had  been  hidierto  ftimulated,  much  declamation  had  been  wafted« 
If  we  were  ever  to  be  unfortunately  in  the  fame  lituation  witfi  the 
French,  we  fliould  then  make  fimilar  exertions,  smd  not  till  then. 
Why  not  make  fimilar  exertions  now  i  Becaufe  we  had  not  fimilar 
motives.    That  we  were  fig^tadng  for  our  Conftitution,  our  libertie% 
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rcI^pQn»  and  liveSy  did  very  well  for  rounding  a  <ferk>d  in  a  f^Tecgh  ; 
but  the  people  woidd  believe  none  of  all  this,  nor  that  they  \i^^ho 
faid  (o  believed  it  themfelycs.     To  him  it  was  aftonifliing  how  any 
fct  of  men  who  did  believe  it,  could  have  fo  worked  themfclvcs  up, 
as  to  rifk  fuch  a  war  on  the  wild  theories  they  l\ad  nourifhed  in  their 
own  minds,  or  the  applaufesof  thofe  who  were  but  too  ready  <o 
applaud  upon  truft.     To  hear  them,  one  would  think,  that  no  na- 
tion was  at  peace  with  France,  or  that,  if  any  were,  it  muft  already 
be  undone.     Was  Denmark,  Sweden,  or  even  Genoa,  notwith- 
ftanding  our  tjnrannical  conduct  towards  it,  in  a  ftate  of  anarchy, 
in  confequence  of  being  at  peace  with  France  ?   Was  America, 
whofe  own  glorious  Conftitujion  was  founded  on  the  rights  of  man  ? 
No  fuch  thing— With  America  the  jntercourfc  of  France  was  great 
•and  cpnftant ;  in  America,  French  principles,  more  than  in  any 
other  countjry,  the  principles  of  liberty  and  equality,  might  be  ex- 
posed to  find  a  genial  foil  i  yet  America  was  fo  far  from  being 
thrown  into  a  ftate  of  anarchy  by  the  growth. of  thofe  dreaded  prin- 
ciples, that  (he  had  juft  obtained  a  very  advantageous  treaty  of  amity 
and  commerce  with  this  country-i-a  treaty,  as  far  as  he  had  heard 
of  it,  which  juilicc  and  policy  would  have  didlated  at  any  time, 
but  which  he  feared  the  difBculties  in  which  our  Mini(tcrs  liad  in- 
volved themfelves,  rather  than  their  juftice  or  policy,  induced  them 
to  give.     Why,  then,  were  we  to  be  fo  much  afraid  of  peace  with 
France,  when  fo  many  other  nations  had  made  the  cKperiment,  without 
any  mtf(^evous  confeqiiences  ?  When  men  were  attached  to  theories 
they  (hut  their  cyesiigainft  the  plaineil  and  ftrongeft  fa<Ss.  The  jprcnch 
Revolution  had  now  fubfiited  five  years  and  a  half,  and  in  the.  flxth 
year  of  it  we  were  told,  that  if  we  were  to  make  peace  with  the  pre* 
feut  rulers  of  France,  tlieir  terrible  principles  would  fpread  anarchy^, 
and  robbery,  and  bloodfhed,  not  only  over  this  country^  but  over 
all  the  world.    Yet  though  their  fucceflfcs  had  been  brilluint  beyond 
example,  (and  how  far  fuccefs  imppfes  upon  the  bulk  of  mankind^ 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could  tell  better  than  moft  ntien), 
except  in  the  petty  ftate  of  Geneva,  of  which  he  did  not  know  to 
be  upon  French  princi[des,  not  a  (ingle  revolution  had  thek  exa^^- 
plc  produced.     To  us,  however,  it  was  faid  that  their  intercourie 
ii\  time  of  peace  would  be  moft  formidable.     From  Calais  to  Do- 
ver they  would  pour  kt  upon  us  fo  many  mifTionaries. — What,  had 
<hcy  none  already  here  ?  Had  not  Minifters  told  the  Houfe  and  the 
public,  that  for  more  than  two  years.  Jacobin  Societies,  correfpond* 
ing  with  the  Jacobin  Societies  of  France,  had  been  labouring,  with 
^defatigable  zeal,  to  pit^gate  Jacobin  principles  ?   Happily  thefe 
^flkries.  who  knew  the  habits^  manners,  mi  language  of  our 
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feople,  had  been  labouring  without  efFeS ;  nay,  he  was  jufttfied 
in  faying  fo  by  Miniftcrs  themfelvcs ;  for,  thank  God,  the  King*« 
Speech,  for  the  firft  time  thefc  two  years,  had  nothing  of  an  alarm 
in  it.  There  muft,  then,  be  fomething  in  the  French  language, 
fo  agreeable,  fo  foothing,  fo  captivating,  fo  intelligible  to  Englifli 
^rs,  that  French  emiffaries  would  be  furc  of  fuccefs,  where  Eng- 
U(h  emiflaries  had  laboured  in  vain  for  more  than  two  years*  On 
the  expreflTion — acquitted  Felon,  which  a  right  honourable  gently, 
man  had  ufed,  he  hoped  inadvertently,  fince  he  had  thought  it  ne- 
ceflaiy  to  explain  it,  he  (hould  fay  nothing  of  how  reprehenfiWc  it 
was,  either  in  a  conftitutional  or  mot^l  point  of  view.  Of  the 
Societies  then  in  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  mind,  he  bdieved 
the  trueft  defcription  had  been  given  from  the  Bench,  viz.  "  That 
they  wanted  numbers,  arms,  money,  and  even  7.cal."  This,  he 
believed,  would  be  found  to  be  the  accurate  defcription  of  any  So- 
ciety, formed  in  tliis  country,  for  the  purpofe  of  overturning  the 
Conftitution.  That  there  might  be  a  few  fpeculatifts  in  tliis  ooun-  , 
try,  who  would  prefer  ahother  form  of  Government  to  the  prefent, 
he  had  no  doubt ;  there  were  fuch  in  cvtry  country ;  and  even 
•thefe  feldom  had  much  zeaL  But  the  Englifh  language  would  not 
do  to  feduce  the  people  of  England  from  their  allegiance  to  the 
Conftitution.  French  emiflTaries  muft  come  over  and  inculcate 
French  principles  in  the  French  lar^age.  They  muft  go  anioT^ 
•our  labourers  and  manuiadurers,  and  as  the  calamities  of  war  had 
proved  infufficient  to  roufe  them,  tell  them  they  were  now  expofed 
to  all  the  calamities  of  peace !  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Windham)  complained  of  want  of  zeal  in  the  country. 
Surely  our  foldicrs  had  not  fought  with  lefs  valour,  nor  our  ofticers 
with  lefs  fkill,  than  in  any  former  war.  Whatever  bravery  or  con- 
du<9:  could  atchieve,  they  had  uniformly  done  ;  but  it  muft  be  re- 
collected, that  the  general  exertion  of  a  campaign  depends  upon  tlie 
numbers  brought  into  the  field. 

When  he  formerly  made  a  motion  in  that  Houfe  for  peace,  he 
found  no  want  of  zeal  for  war,  rw  want  of  zeal  to  cry  down,  any  - 
man  who  had  the  hardir^efs  to  oppofe  it — at  leaft  he  found  enough, 
and  knew  not  to  what  greater  length  it  could  have  gone,  unlefs 
they  had  expelled  him  the  Houfe,  or  declared  lum  a  traitor,  as 
tiiey  fecmed  to  think  a  laudable  praSice  in  other  places  towards  any 
man  who  oppofed  the  will  of  the  majority.  What  was  the  caufc 
of  that  zeal  ?  contempt  for  the  enemy  and  coniiderK^c  in  their  own 
ftrength ;  and  the  caufe  being  gone,  the  eiFed  had  ceafcd.  '  Such 
would  ever  be  the  cafe  with  zeal  founded  on  falfe  principles.  Why 
were  the  zeal  and  exertions  of  the  French  lels  affeded  by  ill  fucceft 
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than  ours  ?  Minifters  would  anfwcl :  "  they  force  every  man 
into  the  field  who  is  capable  of  fcrving,  they  ftrip  every  other  man 
of  whatever  they  want  for  the  fervicc  of  the  army,  and  amid'mU 
fery,  wrctchednefs  and  death,  they  produce  an  unnatural  exertion 
by  means  of  tyranny  and  terror." — At  the  call  of  necdTity,  even 
fuch  means  muft  be  rcforted  to.  Were  a  French  army  to  land  in 
this  country,  declaring  that  they  would  make  no  peace  with  us,  till 
we  renounced  our  ConAitution  and  accepted  of  a  form  of  Govern- 
ment according  to  their  fancy,  who  would  deny  that  every  man 
capable  of  fcrving  againlt  them  mufl  be  compelled  to  fervice,  and 
that  every  factifice  mud  be  made  by  individuals  to  repel  the  com- 
mon danger  ?  Such  afls  in  fucli  cafes,  inftead  of  tyranny,  became 
a  virtue  ;  and  he  was  furprifed  to  hear  men  of  corrcd  minds  de- 
ducii^  arguments  from  them,  of  which  they  ought  to  be  afhamed. 
Would  we  fubmk,  it  was  aficed,  to  peace  with  the  prcfent  Go- 
vernment of  France  ?  Submit  to  what?  Submit  to  tlie  French 
havii^  a  bad  Government  ?  Had  we  not  fubmittcd  to  this  for 
more  than  a  century  i  Had  we  ever  found  ourfclves  uncafy  under 
our,fubmi0k>n  to  Perfia's  having  a  bad  Government  r  Had  we 
not  fubmitted  to  all  the  injuftlce,  cruelty  and  flaughter  perpetrated 
inPdand^  Then  it  was  afked,  "  Would  we  fubmit  topropofe 
peace  f"  If  all  nations  were  to  ftand  upon  this  point,  no  war 
could  ever  be  concluded,  but  by  the  extermination  of  one  or  other 
of  die  contending  parties,  fitr  one  or  other  muft  fubmit  to  propofe 
peace.  But  to  propofe  peace  was  no  fubmiflion,  no  d^radatbn. 
Peace  had  often  been  propofed  by  tho  viflorious  party,  and  this  had 
alwa)'s  been  deemed  an  ait  ofwifdomand  magnanimity,  not  of 
conceffion.  What  were  all  the  other  degradations  and  fubmilTions 
but  lofty  words  and  unmeaning  phnfes  ?  We  had  once  faid,  that 
we  would  never  treat  with  tlie  prefent  Government  of  France  ;  take 
away  this  impediment -to  peace,  and  every  advantage  we  obtained 
■ficrwards,  if  the  war  muft  be  continued,  would  be  fomethir^  in 
OUT  favour;  whereas,  while  that  remained,  our  fuccelTcs  would 
only  Aimulate  the  enemy  to  frcfh  exertions,  by  frelh  fuffcrings  and 
frefh  faaitices  ;  for  it  was  impoflibic  to  fuppofe  that  the  French 
Government  would  ever  negociate  for  its  own  deftrui^ion.  Would 
not  this  ^vc  a  clear  fanflion  of  juftice  to  the  war  f  Would  it  not 
produce  unanimity  with  greater  zeal  and  exertion  at  home,  by  con- 
vincing every  man  that  we  were  not  at  war  for  unreafonable  or  im- 
pra^licaUc  objects,  but  to  brii^  an  unreafonable  enemy  to  equitable 
terms  of  peace  i  But  what  might  it  not  be  expeded  to  produce  in 
Frence,  where,  as  Miniftcrs  faid,  the  Government  was  perpetnally 
changii^  from  band  to  handj  and  the  lofs  of  power  marked  thep»> 
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nod  0^  life  ?  Miniftcrs  were  always  fpeculating  on  Ae  internal 
affairs  of  France  ;  wliy  not  try  a  little  of  this  fpcculation  ?  The 
Convention,  they  faid,  deluded  the  people  by  telling  tliem  that  they 
were  waging  war  of  extermination.  To  offer  to  treat  v\)uld  put 
an  end  to  die  delufion,  the  people  would  open  their  eyes,  and.  the 
Convention  muft  give  them  peace  or  meet  the  extermination  which 
they  were  faid  to  denounce  againd  others.  The  prefent  ttatc  of  the 
war  was  calamitous  beyond  example.  We  had  gained  Martinico, 
Guadaloupc,  St.  L\tcia>  and  part  of  St.  Domingo,  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  with  Corfica  in  the  Mediterranean.  Our  Allies  had  loft 
all  he  had  enumerated  in  the  /ormer  part  of  his  fpccch.  If  tli^fe^ 
'  aftonifliing  exertions  of  the  enemy  by  land  liad  impeded  their  exer- 
tions by  fca,  it  would  be  fomething  ;  but  unfortunately  the  predic- 
tion irr  one  of  the  King's  fpeechcs,  that  tlieir  navy  had  received  an 
irrecoverable  blow  at  Toulon,  was  already  faUilied,  Was  it  not 
true  that  a  fleet  had  already  failed  from  that  port  fuperior  in  point 
of  number  to  our  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean  ?  Their  naval  cxer^ 
tionls  at  Brcft  had  afforded  Lord  Howe  one  of  the  moft  glorious 
triumps  in  the  annals  of  our  hiftor)'.  If  their  navy  load  been  fuch 
as  Miniftcrs  rcprefcnted  it  at  the  commencement  of  the  w^r,  viz.  a 
navy  only  upon  paper.  Lord  Howe  would  not  have  had  the  gloiy 
of  beating  an  ermemy  of  fuperior  force.  But  even  that  biaw  provQci 
not  to  be  irreparable,  for  they  had  now  a  fleet  at  fca  which  it  was 
doubtful  whether  we  could  irrimaifcttelv  a^llect  a  fufncient  force  to 
drive  from  the  Englifti  Channel.  Thcfc  circumftances  were  matter 
of  very  ferious  confideration  to  every  man  who  felt  for  tlie  honour 
and  fafety  of  his  country.  If  the  war  fliould  go  on,  muft  we  not 
cx|^e<S,  from  what  we  have  fecn,  that  the  enemy  would  again  dif- 
pure  with  us  the  fuperiority  at  fea  r  The  ikill  and  counige  qf  our 
navy  he  confided  in  as  unmatched  by  any  people  in  the  world  ^  but 
ikill  and  courage  could  not  always  compcnfiitc  for  inequality  of  force; 
and  as  our  chance  of  victory  was  greater,  fo  was  our  ftakc.  Tlicr 
defeat  of  the  French  fleet,  as  we  liad  fb  lately  experienced,  would 
be  of  little  conf^quence  to  the  general  ilTue'of  the  campaign,  wiule 
the  defeat  of- our  fleet  would  be  little  fliort  of  abfolute  dcftrucUon. 
Why  then  expofe  us  on  fuch  unequal  rifk  ?  It  was  admitted, 
howeycr,  that  when  difafter  had  fubducd  (^I.ftinacy  and  extir^jifhcd 
1k^,  we  muft  make  peace,  even  with  the  French  Republic.  Tl>cn 
indeed,  all  tiiat  was  now  imagined  of  hun^iliating  and  dcgradiiig 
t^'ould  be  true  \  we  muft  throw  ourfelves  at  the  feet  of  thofe  we  had 
contemned  and  rivilcd,  perhaps  cxafperated,  ^nd  fubmit  to  wliat- 
ever  terms  they  thought  fit  to  impofc.  Why  cxpofc  ourfelves  to  the 
bare  pwfllbtlity  of  fuch  ruin  ?     Whynot  renounce  the  vifionarf 
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projcd  of  ov^ftuming  the  prefcnt  Government  of  France  ?     If 
after  that  they  abufed  the  peace  we  made  with  them,  we  (hould  do  as 
we  had  done  with  France  before,  cotitcnd  for  fuperiority  witli  the  fame 
Itakc  and  the  fame  exertion.   If  aflced  what  terms  of  peace  he  would 
acKifc,  he  would  anfwcr,  that  to  adjuft  the  terms  was  the  bufmefs 
of  Miniitersy  who  alone  poflcircd  die  nct^cffary  information.     Let 
them  propofe  fuch  terms  as  on  a  confidcration  of  all  the  circum* 
ftances,  of  the  relative  ftrength  of  the  contending  parties^  of  what 
miglit  be  gained  and  i^iiat  loft  on  cither  lide,  they  (hould  judge  to 
be  hiir  and  equitable,  and  if  thefe  were  rcfufed,  we  (hould  be  in  a 
better  fituation  than  before,  becaufe  both  parties  Would  know  what 
they  were  fighting  for,  and  how  much  the  attainment  of  it  was 
worth.  Another  difficulty  arofe  from  the  French  Loyalifts.  Thank 
God,  he  was  Innocent  of  \*'hatever  might  befal  thefe  unfortunate 
men.     He  had  deprecated  the  war  in  the  firft  inftancc,  and  after  its 
commenoement,  ever)'  a<i>  which  could  give  the  French  Emigrants 
reafon  to  cxpe(ft  our  fupport  in  their  pretcnfions  upon  their  own 
country.     Next,  it  was  faid :   ^*  Will  you  give  up  the  Weft  India 
Iflands  ;  will  you  ddiverovcr  thofe  men  to  the  vengeance  of  their 
implacable  enemies,,  who,  as  the  price  of  your  protection,  afTifted 
you  in  taking  tho(c  Iflands  V*     To  thefe  qucftions  let  them  anfwer, 
who  had.  facrificcd  the  French  Emigrants  fighting  in  our  pay,  in 
(ilmoft  every  garrifon  we  had  been  compelled  to  furrcnder,  who  had 
thro\^nri  men  hro  (ituations  from  which  thcv  could  not  be  extricated, 
njr  vet  receive  the  ordinary  pmtedion  of  the  laws  of  war.     Thefe 
might  be  difficulties  to  the  Minifter  ;  thefe  might  be  reafons  why 
kc  (hould  never  be  able  to  extricate  himfclf  from  the  bufmcfs  with 
honour ;  but  it  was  the  Natic^n's  honour,  not  the  Minifter's,  about 
which  he  was  anxious.     Tiic  Honourable  Baronet  who  moved  the  • 
Addrcfs,  had  exprclfcd  his  hopes  of  a  unanimous  vote  in  fupport 
of  it.     If  it  were  to  be  voted  unanimoufly,  thisoounrry  could  never 
make  peace  with  honour  ;  if  there  were  a  divifion  upon  it,  part  of 
the  country  would  cc^me  out  clear.     In  His  Majcfty's  fpeech,  there 
is  no  mention  of  allies  ;  it  was  only  faid,  "  that  His  Majefty  will 
omit  no  opportunity  of  concerting  the  operations  of  the  next  cam- 
paign witfi  fuch  of  th«  powers  of  Europe  as  arc  imprelTtd  with  the 
iarae  fcnfe  of  the  neceilky  of  vigour  and  exertion.'*     Who  thofe' 
powers  might  be  we  were  left  to  conjedture.    The  Dutch,  however, 
we  were  toid,  were  negocialing,  and  the  King  of  PruiTi^,  we  knew, 
had  tailed.     The  hon.  gentleman  who  feconded  the  Addrefs,  had 
^ven  him  die  credit  of  predi<3ing  this  failure  ;  but  added  that  he 
liimfelf  had  prcdiSed  tha  fall  of  Robcrfpierre,  and  various  other 
matters  which  had  alfo  come  to  pafs.     The  honourable  gentleman 
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might  have  predicted  that  it  would  be  a  dry  fummcr  and  a  rainy 
autumn ;  he  rcfigncd  to  him  all  the  honour  of  prediftioq.  For  his 
Own  part,  he  had  prcdi<fled  notliing  ;  he  had  only  ufed  the  bcft  ar- 
guments he  was  able,  to  fhew  that>  from  the  part  condud  of  the 
King  of  Pruflia,  there  could  be  no  reliance  on  any  engagement  he 
might  enter  into  with  us,  and  the  event  had  fliewn  that  thofc  ar- 
guments were  all  founded-  The  Minifter  himfelf  would  not  Itow 
promife  us  any  afliftancc  fpom  the  King  of  Pruflia  beyond  his  con* 
tingcnt  as  an  Elector  of  the  Empire,  even  on  the  treaty  of  1787. 
But  the  Emperor  was  to  make  a  great  augmentation  of  his  forces, 
by  mcMiey  borrowed  on  our  credit.  Why  on  our  credit  ?  Plainly, 
becaufe  he  had  no  credit  of  his  own.  Were  there  no  monied  men 
in  the  Emperor's  dominions  ?  Were  the  capitalifts  of  Europe  fo 
fhort-fighted,  fo  flow  in  perceiving  the  advantages  of  an  Imperial 
loan,  that  they  could  not  fee  them,  till  pointed  out  by  our  Govern- 
ment ?  They  faw  the  advantages ;  but  they  would  not  lend  their 
money,  becaufe  they  knew  the  borrower  was  not  to  be  trufted.  The 
loan  was  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  a  fubfidy  under  another  name, 
a  di{lin(^on  fo  flimfy  and  fo  trifling,  as  he  hoped  never  to  have  feen 
attempted  by  the  Miniflers  of  great  potentates.  Mark  then  the 
dcfperate  lituation  to  which  we  were  reduced.  The  only  Ally  from 
whom  we  had  any  hopes  of  eflicient  aid  ^-as  tht  Emperor  ;  and 
from  him,  for  the  enormous  fum  of  fix  millions,  we  mig^t  get  as 
good  and  as  ufcful  a  fubfidiar}'  treaty,  as  was  our  treaty  with  the 
King  of  Pruflia  laft  year,  llic  Emperor,  it  would  be  laid,  had 
more'  faith — fo  it  was  faid  of  the  King  of  Pruflia  ;  but  he  had 
very  little  confidence  in  the  faith  of  the  cabinet  of  any  abfolute  Mo- 
narch. During  the  American  war,  a  noble  Marquis  then  com- 
manding a  feparate  army,  exprcffed  his  great  furprizc  at  finding  the 
people  of  Virginia  fo  like  the  people  of  Carolina.  Next  year  wc 
might  have  to  exprefs  our  great  furprize  at  finding  the  King  of  Bo- 
hemia fo  like  the  Eledlor  of  Brandcnburgh.  He  would  agree  to 
put  the  whole  argument  on  the  opinion  of  any  experienced  ofliccr 
who  had  fervcd  the  laft  campaign  on  the  continent,  whether  or  not 
there  was  any  rational  hope  of  co-operation  between  the  Englifli 
and  the  Auftrian  army.  They  hated  one  another  more  tfian  either 
hated  the  French ;  and  from  die  battle  of  Toumay,  where  the 
Auftrians  fought  the  whole  day,  or  rather-  flood  the  whole  day 
without  fighting,  and  the  enemy  were  repulfed  by  a  detadiment  of 
the  firitifli  army,  their  mutual  complaints  and  recriminations  had 
.  been  inceflant.  But  the  finances  of  France  were  exhaufled,  and 
therefore,  we  oi^ht  to  try  whofe  finances  would  hold  out  thelongefl. 
Into  this  part  of  the  queftion  he  would  not  enter,  becaufe  wt  wcr% 
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were  told  die  very  fame  thing  laft  year,  and  on  die  very  fame  argu- 
ments.    The  King's  fpecch  iaft  year  faid  the  refources  of  the  French 
were  rapidly  declining  ;  but  rapidly  was  only  a  relative  term  ;  they 
were  again  rapidly  declining  diis  year  ;  and  fo  they  might  be  xcti 
years  hence.    The  fall  of  Roberfpierre — ^he  feemed  a  great  favourite 
on  account  of  his  power — it  was  faid  had  relaxed  the  terror,  and 
confequently  the  energy,  of  the  French  fyftem.     The  fallof  Ro- 
berfpierre, from  the  ftrefs  laid  upon  it,  one  would  think  a  tale  of 
yefterday  ;  but  when  wc  looked  at  dates,  we  (hould  find  that'  he 
was  put  to  deadi  on  the  27  th  of  July,  and  fince  that  time  there  ap- 
peared, at  Icaft,  no  relaxation  of  the  French  fucceffes.     Modera- 
tion, it  was  contended,  muft  weaken  their  Government,  and  cripple 
their  exertions  ;  he  believed  no  fuch  thing  ;  he  looked  to  general 
principles,  and  inferred  that  moderation  gave  ftrcngth.     Why,  it 
was  aflccd,  w^erc  we  to  look  for  lefs  co-operation  in  the  interior  of 
France  than  formerly  r  Becaufe  there  was  no  infurrcAion  at  Lyons, 
Marfcilles,  Toulon,  and,  he  apprehended.  Very  little  in  La  Vendee. 
Our  rcfoutces,  it  was   faid,  were  not  yet  touched.     No  !     The 
Speech  did  not  tell  us,  as  laft  year,  that  the  burdens  to  be  impofed 
would  be  little  felt  by  the  people,  an  omiflion  he  much  regretted,  aa 
it  certainly  was  not  made  in  compliment  to  his  arguments  on  the 
impropriety  of  fuch  an  infertion.     Would   the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  fay,  that  if  jhe  war  was  continued  another  year,  the 
people  had  yet  felt  one- tenth  of  the  new  taxes  they  muft  have  to 
bear  ?  Taxes  were  felt  by  the  poor,  and  their  fituation  was  parti- 
culariy  to  be  confidered,  when  the  6bje6l  of  the  war  was  fo  cqui* 
vocal,  that  it,mi^t  be  doubted  whether  the  attainment  of  it  would 
be  defirable,  even  if  it  could  be  attained  by  making  peace.     Miili- 
fters  appeared  to  know  every  thing  that  was  paffing  within  France, 
but  nothing  that  was  paffing  out  of  it.     Of  the  failing  of  fleets 
from  French  ports,  which  it  might  be  worth  knowing,  they  had  no 
information.     Juft  fo  our  hoftility  feemed  to  do  every  thing  within 
France,  to  raifc  a  tyrant  and  to  pull  him  down,  but  to  do  nothing 
out  of  France.     The  depreciation  of  afiignats  was  with  him  an  ar^ 
gument  of  little  weight.     He  had  been  accuftomed  for  years  to  hear 
that  the  paper  currency  of  America  was  depreciated,  not  to  one  half 
or  one  fourth  of  its  nominal  value,  but  to  nothing.     His  informa- 
tion, however,  diflfercd  entirely  from  tliat  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  on  the  depreciatbn  of  afiignats ;  on  the  ruined  ftate  of 
French  commerce  it  coincided ;  but  on  the  ftate  of  induftry  and 
agriculture  it  totally  difegreed.     He  was  told  by  American  gcnde- 
mcn,  and  thcfc  by  no  means  partial  to  French  principles,  that  at 
no  former  period  had  the  cultivation  or  the  produce  of  the  (oil  bei:n 
Yot.  XL.  K 
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near  fo  great.     When  he  heard  of  the  maximum  and  the  expedi- 
ents conneded  with  it,  he  inferred  that  the  m^fery  and  difbrds  of 
the  poor  muft  be  neceflary  confequences.     He  was  aflfured,  hawr 
ever,  that  the  poorer  claiTes  of  fcople  in  France  had  now  a  much 
greater  portion  of  all  that  to  them  condituted  the  comforts  of  life^ 
than  had  ever  fallen  to  their  lot  before  the  revolution,  or  perhapt 
to  the  lot  of  many  of  the  poor  of  this  country.     It  might  be  faid  that 
his  informants  were  inaccurate  obfervers  or  falfc  relators  ;  but  who 
were  thofe  from  whom  Minifters  derived  their  information  ?     The 
very  perfons  who  deluded  themfelves,  had  an  intereft  in  deluding 
Mlnifters  into  the  profecution  of  a  hopelefs  conteftr     He  depended 
not  alone  upon  the  accuracy  of  thofe  with  whom  he  converfcd.  The 
circumftances  they  dated  he  found  confirmed  by  the  pamphlets  of 
French  emigrants.     But  he  did  not  reft  his  politics  on  the  (ituation 
of  France,  of  which  his  knowledge  muft  be  imperfed  ^  he  looked 
to  the  fituation  of  England,  which  he  had  the  means  of  knowing  ; 
he  faw  us  involved  in  a  war  which  muft  produce  increafe  of  debtsr 
and  taxes,  with  no  cpmpcnfation  even  in  profpedt,  and  thought  that 
the  fooncr  we  got  out  of  it  the  better.     Peace,  it  we^s  laid,  would 
be  infccure  \  we  ftiould  not  be  able  to  difarm  becaufe  the  French 
could  not  venture  to  dilhand  their  numerous  armies^  and  bring  back 
fo  many  men,  without  fixed  habitations  or  employments,  into  the 
heart  of  the  country.     Thus  were  Minifters  reduced  to  this  cu- 
rious argument,  "  We  ought  to  continue  the^war^  becaufe  th* 
French  have  an  army  which  they  cannot  dift)and.".    What  the  cf- 
fedls  of  peace  might  be  in  France,  whether  the  old  Govemmenft 
would  be  reftorcd,  or  a  better  fyftcm  cftabliftied  in  its  room,  were 
{peculations  which,  as  a  philofopher  and  philanthropift,  he  might 
indulge  in,  but  never  as  a  Member  of  Parlianient,  or  a  Counfellor 
of  His  Mojefty,  adopt  as  principles  of  condu<3,     It  was  prctejidcd 
that  our  hoftility  had  already  produced  a  change  of  fyftcm  for  the 
better ;  but  on  comparing  fads  with  dates,  we  (hould  have  more 
reafon  to  fay  that  our  hoftility  produced  the  fyftem,  with  reference 
to  which  only  the  prcfcnt  fyftem  was  admitted  to  be  better ;  that 
Qur  invading  France  had  made  Robcrfpicrre  a  tyrant,  and  our  ruo- 
ning  away  deftroyed  him.  . 

In  giving  his  vote  for  the  amendment,  he  (hould  wi(h  to  leave 
gut  the  words,  "  tranfadlions  which  have  lately  happened  in  France,'* 
becaufe  we  were  not  to  treat  with  any  fet  of  men  on  account  of  their 
gpod  or  bad  charadlers,  but  on  account  of  their  poffeffing  the  power 
to  treat.  If,  however,  the  gentlemen  who  moved  and  fecondcd 
the  amendment,  (hould  objed  to  leaving  out  thofe  words,  he  (hould 
vate  for  it  neverthdefs«,    Our  accjuifitioa  of  Coxficat,  although  moni^ 
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tloned  in  the  fpccch,  had  not  been  once  notiMd  in  die  debate.^ 
Th<  mode  in  which  we  had  made  the  acquilition  was  curious.  If 
it  was  valuable  to  the  enemy  or  important  to  us,  we  might  fairly  ■ 
have  taltcnpofleflion  of  it  by  right  of  conqucft,  as  we  had  taken  the 
Weft-India  iHands ;  but  we  had  not  done  fo.  We  had  done  it  in 
X  wsy  that  illuflrated  the  do^rine  in  Dr.  Prite's  fermon,  rendered 
fo  confpicuous  by  the  notice  taken  of  it  in  the  Rcfieftions  on  the 
French  Revolution,  a  book  of  fuch  excellence,  that  a 'right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (Mr.  Windham)  had  recommended  reading  it 
over  again,  having  probably  done  fohimfelf,  as  he  had  changed  hi» 
firit  opinion  of  it.  His  Majefty  was  once  King  of  North  America  ; 
he  was  now  King  of  Cotfica — In  North  America  he  had  been 
caflicered,  in  Coriica,  he  had  l>een  elected — fo  that  the  dodtrinc 
of  clecling  Kings,  and  ca(hccring  them  for  mifc(Midufl,  was  not 
matter  of  dangerous  theory,  but  of  approved  prance.  Sir  Gilbert 
Elliot  convened  the  primary  atTcmblies  of  Corfica ;  Aey  chofe  dele- 
gates, who  met  with  various  other  perfons,  and  all  had  voices  that 
came,  fo  that  the  eleftion,  by  his  own  account,  was  fomething 
«ry  like  univerfal  fuffrage.  But  this  was  not  all — His  MajeHy 
had  previoully  determined  not  to  withhold  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Gorfica  the  proteiSion  which  ihcy  fought  for  in  their  fpirited  efforts 
to  deliver  themfelves  fn>m  the  yoke  of  France  ;  and  thus  was  mado 
by  his  Minifteni  to  avow  afling  upon  the  (amous  decree  of  the 
French  Convention,  holding  out  protcflion  to  the  inhabitants  of 
all  countries  who  (hould  malce  efibrts  to  deliver  ihemfclvcs  from  tho 
jT)kc  of  the  Government  under  which  they  lived— a  decree  which 
the  mere  circumftance  of  the  Convention  having  paflcd,  without 
having  ever  aQcd  upon  it,  was  two  years  ago  held  forth  as  a  fuffi- 
cfent  caufe  of  war  with  France,  On  the  propriety  of  His  Majefty'« 
accepting  the  Crown  of  Corfica,  without  confulting  Parliament,  he 
Ihoutd  iay  nothing  at  prcfent ;  but  lie  lud  much  doubt  of  its  ulti- 
mately conducing  to  the  honour  of  this  country,  or  contributing  to 
ihe  reftoration  of  peace.  If  we  were  never  to  treaty  with  the  heads 
of  the  Convention,  but  in  fuch  extremity,  as  left  -no  room  for 
choice,  when  could  we  look  for  peace !  He  writhed  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  would  recdlcfl  that  his  honour,  and  the  honour  of 
the  country,  were  two  dillin£t  things ;  and  that  it  was  too  much  to 
wait  till  the  hour  of  extremity  came,  merely  tliat  he  might  bp 
aHe  to  fay 

——Potu'il  quaplurima  virtus ^ 
Lffifuli 

Vyiicn  he  propofed  treating,  he  held  it  moro  honourable  i»t  to  wait 
K  a     . 
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to  baibarity,  in  the  MiniAcr,  to  tfic  dlftreffc*  of  tfie  ^ea^.  It 
was  (omc  OKilblatkHi  to  him  that  he  had  done  his  utmod  to  prevent 
the  war,  and  to  know  that  diofe  who  provoked  it  could  not  but  feel, 
even  while  they  were  endeavouring  to  pcrfuade  others  of  the  contra- 
ly,  that  they  mud,  in  iio  very  long  fpace  of  thne,  adopt  tiw  vetf 
courie  vhkb  he  was  recotnniaidlng  as  fit  to  be  adopted  noir.  In 
(he  Speech,  not  a  ^rord  was  iaid  of  the  navy.  He  fliould  cuily  ob< 
Icrve,  that  in  our  present  circiunfbmces,  die  neglc£l  of  building  a 
ftngle  fhip  that  could  poflibly  be  built,  was  a  ne^lc£t  highly  ciiml- 
pal. 

Mr.  JOLIFFE  difapprovcd  of  continuing  the  war,  but  could 
not  vote  for  die  amendment;  as,  if  adopted,  it  mig^t  turn  out  the 
prefent'  Admimftradon,  and  thereby  enduiger  the  fafct)-  of  the 
Conl>jtution. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  fold,  that  on  the  fubjeft  of  die  Weft  Indies, 
and  the  odKr  matters  introduced  in  die  debate,  he  (hould  be  ready- 
to  give  anfwcrs  when  they  came  again  before  the  Houfe ;  bnt  at 
that  late  hour,  he  declined  entering  on  them.  In  jufti6cadon  c£ 
the  late  I^rd  of  die  Admiralty,  hwever,  he  \x^d  leave  to  fay  a 
few  words.  At  no  period  had  our  navy  been  increafed  with  more 
lajJdity  and  ability,  or  had  it  been  more  fuperior  to  that  of  the  , 
enemy,  or  more  fuccdsfiil.  During  Lord  Chatham's  navai  admi- 
nifbation  we  had  taken  or  dcftroyed  20  Qiips  of  the  line,  20  fri- 
gates of  upwards  of  3^  guns,  S  frigates  of  lefs  force,  and  28  otha 
veflels  of  war ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  the  French  had  only  taken 
and  dedroyed  of  our  (hips,  one  of  the  line,  two  frigates  of  nrore 
than  32  guns,  one  fmaller  frigate,  and  16  other  (hips  of  war. 
Whenever  an  opportunity  had  offered  our  navy  had  triumphed,  and 
they  could  do  no  more ;  the  enemy  had  no  comnricrce,  and  there- 
fore we  could  take  no  merchantmen ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  out 
commerce  was  fo  flouriihing,  that  it  afforded  them  many  oppwtu- 
nirics  of  makir^  captures.  Our  exports  and  imports  never  were 
higher  i  and  not  only  our  cominerce  but  our  revenue  and  our  nu- 
nu&fhircs  are  in  a  very  ffourifliing  Ibte.  He  applauded  Lord 
Chatham's  conduS  in  the  Admiralty,  and  did  not  \fifh  Earl  Spen* 
cer's  to  be  more  deferving  of  praifc. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  would  not  trouble  the  Houfe,  at  that  late 
hour,  on  the  general  tojHcs  of  the  debate.  He  had  attempted 
twice  to  be  heard,  as  he  was  very  defirous  of  delivering  his  fend- 
mcntson  the  important  queflion  before  the  Houfe,  but  the  laft  dmc 
it  had  been  judged  moft  proper  by  the  Houfe,  to  prcler  hearing  the 
Chancellor  of  die  Exchequer  on  account  of  his  indii'fofidon.  He 
would,  therefore,  at  prcfcnt  only  remark,  that  if  Lord  Chatham 
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had  been  fo  very  able  a  minifter,  it  was  highly  improper  lo  remove 
him ;  but  he  thought  it  a  public  misfortune  that  no  inquiry  was  in- 
itituted  into  his  cendu<^y  which>  he  was  convinced,  would  be  {»oved 
to  be  veiy  different  from  what  Mr.  Dundas  had  reprefented  it ;  and 
had  he  continued  in  office  much  longer,  he  had  good  grounds  for 
believing  that  a  petition  would  have  foon  been  prcfented  to  the  Kir^ 
from  thp  commercial  men  in  the  city  of  London,  for  his  removal. 
Certain  it  was,  that  his  Lordfhip  had  felt  the  necedity  of  his  re- 
treat, ^  on  a  late  meeting,  whpre  it  was  propofed  whether  he  fhould 
be  invited  or  not,  on  a  divilion  he  could  detain  but  a  fingle  aflir* 
madon. 

Mr.  BRANDLING  faid  a  kw  words,  on  which  the  Houfe 
divided  on  the  amendment. 

For  the  amendment,  75  ;  Againflit,  246.— Majority,  171. 
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Jedburgh,  &c- 
Bedford  Town 


Wednejday^  3  \Jl  December. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  received, 
from  Admiral  Lord  Hood,  the  following  letter,  in  return  to  the 
thanks  of  this  Houfe,  fignificd  to  him  by  Mr.  Speaker,  in  obedi- 
ence to  their  commands  of  the  aoth  day  of  June,  in  the  laft  fcffion 
of  Parliament : 
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ti«y  ViBoryy  eff  CaVoi^  Julf  30,  1794. 

I  have  this  day  received  the  very  obliging  letter  you  did  me  the  ho- 
tiour  to  .wnte  me  on  the  21ft  of  laA  month,  with  two  Refolutioos  of  tbe 
Uoufe  of  Commons* 

I  am  moil  truly  fenfible,  Sir,  of  the  very  high  and  diilingulHied  ho- 
nour the  Houfe  has  done  me  in  thinking  me  ckfefving  of  its  thanks  ; 
and  (hall  not  fail  to  make  known  to  the  feveral  ofScers,  ieamen,  marincf^ 
and  foldiers,  the  fecood  refolution  of  tbe  Houfe,  exprellire  of  acknow^ 
ledgemcnt  and  approbation  of  their  fpirited  and  racriturious  exenions. 

In  doing  my  ucmofl  upon  all  occafions  again  (I  the  common  enemy ,  I 
did  no  more  than  I  ought ;  all  I  have  to  boait  is  being  fortunate  in  tWc 
opportunities  I  have  had  of  proving  my  inclination  to  difcharge  my 
duty,  as  a  faithful  fervant  to  my  King  and  Country ;  and  that,  whea-* 
ever  I  have  been  at  the  head  of  a  fquadron  of  His  Majcfly*s  fleet,  I  ne- 
ver experienced  any  other  contention  amongft  the  Admirals,  Captains, 
officers,  and  men,  than  who  (liould  be  mofl  forward  in  fulfilling  my 
wilhes :  This,  Sir,  I  am,  and  ever  (hall  be,  proud  of :  but  wbild  the 
Reprcfentatives  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament  are  fo  ready,  not  only  to 
accept,  but  didinguifliingly  reward,  honed  endeavoun,  as  fubfhixuial 
fervices,  the  nation  will  never  want  able  and  zealous  officers. 

To  you.  Sir,  I  feel  infinitely  indebted  for  the  very  polite  and  obtiging^ 
manner  in  which  you  have  conveyed  to  me  a  vote  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons fo  highly  honourable  to  me ;  for  which,  to  the  Houfe  at  wcU  aa 
to  you,  Sir,  my  gratitude  can  ccafe  only  with  my  life. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
With  the  purell  fentiments  of  refpeftand  efteem.  Sir, 

Your  mofl  faithful  and  obliged  bumble  fervant, 

HOOD-. 

JX#  RiTht  Honourable  Henry  Addtngton, 
Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 

The  Speaker  faid  alfo,  that  a  fimilar  letter  of  thanks  had  beert 
written  by  him  to  Sir  Charles  Grey,  and  Sir  John  Jcrvis,  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  but,  owing  to  the  cxpcftation  of  their  fpeedy  return* 
the  letter  was  not  tranfniitted ;  which  was  the  rcafon  he  had  no 
acknowledgement  from  them. 

Sir  EDWARD  KNATCHBULL  reported  from  the  Com- 
tnittee,  appointed  yefterday  to  draw  an  Addrefs  to  be  prefented  to 
His  Majefly,  That  the  Committee  had  drawn  up  an  Addrefs  ac- 
cordingly, which  they  had  direfled  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe  ; 
and  he  read  the  fame  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it 
In  at  die  table,  where  the  fame  was  read  and  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe. 

Refdved,  That  the  faid  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  MajeA^ 
by  the  whole  Houfe. 

Ordered,  That  fuch  Members  of  this  Houfe  as  arc  of  His 
Majefty*s  moft  honourable  Privy  Council,  do  humbly  know  Hii 
Majefty's  pleafure,  when  he  will  be  attended  by  this  Houfe. 

Ordered,   That  His  Majefty's  tbofi  gracious  Spcedi  to  both 
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Houles  of  PuliaBicnt  be  taken  into  conftdention  to-morrow  nioni' 
ing.' 

^urfday,    \fi  "January, 

Lord  Vifcount  STOPFORD  reponcd  to  the  Houfc,  That  Hii 
Majefty  having  been  waked  upon  (purfuaiit  to  the  order  of  ydler- 
day)  humbly  to  know  His  Majcfty's  pleafure,  Mhcn  he  would  be 
plcafcd  to  be  attended  by  tliis  Houfe,  had  been  pleafed  to  appoint- 
to  be  attended  this  day,  at  three  of  the  clock,  at  his  Palace  of 
Saint  Janies. 

Accordingly  the  Speaker,  attended  by  feveral  of  the  Members, 
proceeded  to  St.  James's  with  the  Addrefs,  of  which  the  fallowing 
is  a  copy: 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

iVe,  ysur  Majejiy's  mofi  duiiful  and  hyal  fubjtHs,  the  Canmotis  if 
Great  Britain,  In  Parlinment  ajjitnhUd,  he^  leave  lo  return  your  Afu- 
jejiy  the  ihanks  if  ihii  Hwfe  for  y»ur  m:JI  gracious  Speech  from  the 
Thrnu  :  7a  affhre  your  Majtfly,  that  it  is  equally  our  duly  and  our 
anxieui  defire  to  fecond  your  Majefys  views  for  the  welfare  af  your 
People,  at  this  important  crifis,  by  our  befi  advice  qnd  nffiflance  s  That, 
nuuh  as  vue  muft  defrt  the  rejioration  of  peace,  oiifafe  and  honourable 
grmnds,  v.'e  join  with  ynur  Majcjly  in  thinking  that  it  is  only  from 
Jirmnefs  and  perfeverance  that  w  can  hope  for  the  attainment  af  that 
end,  and  fir  the  pfefervation  and  permanent  fecurity  of  our  deareji  in- 
terejisi  emd  that,  nolwilhfianding  the  dif appointments  and  reverfet 
which  have  been  experienced  in  the  courfe  of  the  Infi  campaign,  we 
retain  a  firm  anviifisn  of  the  necejjily  of  perfjiing  in  the  vigorous  pro- 
feculim  of  the  jufi  and  necejjiiry  war  in  which  we  are  engaged :  From 
nnJideringlheJUuation  of  our  enemies,  we  arc  perfuaded  that  the  efforts 
which  have  led  to  their  fucccffes,  and  the  unexampled  means  by  which 
Ih^fe  efforts  have  been  fupported,  hove  produced,  aniong  thepfehes,  the 
pernicious  effe£lt  which  were  to  be  expelled  from  them :  and  that,  the 
circumjtimces  which  have  taken  place  in  the  interior  of  the  country 
afford  Jirmg  marks  of  the  progreffive  and  rapid  decay  of  their  refources, 
and  of  the  infiahiUty  of  every  part  if  that  violent  and  urnatural  fyjlem, 
whi^b  is  equally  ruinous  to  France  and  incompatible  with  the  tranquil- 
lity tftther  tiats'ons. 

jitthough  a  fenfe  of  prefent  difficulties  has  led  the  States  General  ef 
the  United  Provinces  to  enter  into  negacialions  for  peace  with  the  parly 
tmo  prevailing  in  France,  we  are  fully  fenfible  how  little  real  fecurity 
arrj  efiabliflnd  Government  or  independent  State  can  derive,  under  the 
frejeat  circumfiancett  from  tSie  refult  offuch  tutacialions  :  .aid  Wt  an 
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convinced  that  they  could  not  be  attempted^  on  our  party  Without  facri^ 
ficlng  both  our  honour  and  fafeiy  to  an  enemy  whofe  Mef  animojiiy  is 
avowedly  direSfed  againji  theje  kingdoms.   ' 

ff^  cannot  but  applaud  your  Majeftys  determination  to  ufe  the  moft 
effeSiual  means  for  the  furjher  augmmiatton  of  your  force Sy  and  to  omit 
no  opportunity  of  comerting  the  opetaiiens  of  the  next  campaign  with  fuch 
(f  the  Powers  of  Euit>pe  as  arc  imprejfcd  m^h  the  fame  fenfe  of  the 
necejjity  of  vigour  and  exertion. 

IVe  are  perfuaded  your  Mnjefl^  may,  at  all  timesy  jujily  rely  on  the 

valour  of  your  forces  by  fea  and  land,  and  on  th^affeSiion  and  public 

Jpirit  of  your  people y  contending  for  their  cjffential  interejisy  and  deeply 

Jenfthle  of  your  Majejlys  parental  foUcitude  for  their  happinefs  and 

welfare. 

IVe  acjinowledge  your  Mnjeflfs  goodnefs  in  having  direEied  the  in- 
Jlrument  by  which  you  have  excepted  the  crown  and  foroereignty  of  Cor- 
lica  to  he  laid  before  us  ;  and  we  are  ferjihle  that  the  local  importance 
of  that  iflandy  and  the  fpirited  efforts  of  its  inhabitant Sy  naturally  rr-" 
commend  them  to  your  Majcjlfs  proteSfion.     * 

It  gives  us  great  pleafure  to  learn  that  your  Majejly  has  concluded 
a  treaty  with  the  United  States  <7^  America,  with  the  view  of  reniTV^' 
ing,  as  far  as  poj/ible,  all  grounds  of  jeakufy  and  mifunderfianding^ 
and  of  improving'  an  inter courfe  beneficial  to  both  countries  ;  and  that 
we  Jhall  be  ready y   asfoon  as  the  treaty  is  laid  before  usy   to  conJiJir  of 
the  neceffary  proviftons  for  carrying  it  into  effeSf. 

IVe  cannot  fufficientty  exprefs  the  fatisf action  which  all  your  Ma- 

j^lfifsfubjens  mujl  derive  from  the  aufpicious  event  of  the  conchjion  of 

a  treaty  for  the  marriage  of  His  Royal  Higfmefs  the  Prince  of  Wales 

with  the  Princcfs  Caroline,  daughter  of  the  Duke  ^Brunfwick/  and 

ihaty  participating  warmly  in  the  fentiments  which  your  Majejly  muji 

J  eel  on  an  occafion  not  lefs  conneBed  with  the  inter ejis  of  your  people  than 

with  the  domcjVtc  happinefs  of  your  Mayfly y  we  Jhall  cheerfully  proceed 

to  enable  your  MajcJly  to  niahe  provijion  for  an  eJiabUJhment  Juitable  to 

the  rank  and  dignity  of  the  heir  apparent  to  the  crown  of  thefe  kingdoms  • 

Tfje  confide  rations  which  prove  the  neceJJity  of  a  vigorous  profecuti^m 

of  the  war  rannoffail  to  induce  us  to  make  a  timely  and  ample  provijion 

for  the  fcveral  branches  of  the  public  ferviccy  and  while  we  feel  the 

painjul  necejfity  of  impjing  additional  burdens  on  our  conJlitueritSy  it  is 

.  a  jujl  confolation  and  fatisfaEiion  to  us  to  leamy  that  the  fate  of  our 

credit y  commerce y  and  rejourcesy  is  fuch  as  might  naturally  be  ixpe£fed 

to  refillt  from  the  continued  exertions  of  indufrfy  under  the  proteHion 

cfafree  and  well-regulated  Government. 

Entertaining  ajuffenfe  of  the  blefjings  now  fo  long  enjoyed  by  this 
country,    we  feel  it  incumbent  upon  us  to  make  every  effttrt,  which  can 
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£nabU  us  to  tranfmit  thofe  blijjmgs  itnimpaind  to  our  poJUrtty  ;  and  wt 
cordially  join  with  your  Majefty  in  a  confident  hope  thaty  under  the  pro-^ 
teSiion  of  Pr evidence  ^  and  with  conjlancy  and  perf eve  ranee  on  our  part  ^ 
the  principles  of  focial  order y  morality y  and  religiony  will  ultimately  be 
fuccefsful ;  and  that  your  Majejiy  s  faithful  fubjeifs  will  find  their  pre^ 
fent  exertions  andfacrifices  rewarded  by  the  fecure  and  permanent  enjoys 
ment  of  tranquillity  at  homey  and  by' the  deliverance  of  Europe  from  the 
great efl  danger  with  which  it  has  been  threatened Jince  the  efiablifijment 
0f  civilized fociety, 

Friday y    2d  January, 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid  he  fliould  take  the  carlieft  opportunity  he 
could  of  fubmitting  to  that  Houfe  a  queftion,  which  was,  whether 
the  Habeas  Corpus  adt,  and  all  the  advantages  which  the  people  of 
this  country  had  derived  under  it,  fhould  or  (hould  not  be  redored, 
and  whether  the  rcfpe<ft  and  veneration  with  which  we  had  been  ac- 
cudomed  to  regand  the  trial  by  jury,  and  the  eftcem  and  deference 
which  had  been  generally  given  to  verdids,  fhould  be  continued, 
or  be  entirely  eradicated  from  the  public  mind  ?  He  alluded  to  the 
bill  for  the  fufpeniion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  adt,  which  had  pafled 
laft  ieflion,  under  an  idea  of  a  plot  exiting  in  this  country,  and  of 
the  decition  of  a  jury  that, no  fuch  plot  cxifted.  He  therefore  gave 
notice,  that  on  Monday  next  he  (hould  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
htU  to  repeal  the  adt  of  the  lad  feffion  of  Parliament  for  the  fufpen- 
iion of  the  Habeas  Corpus  act. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  faid,  he  wiflied  to  enquire  of  any  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty,  if  any  one  were  prefent,  what  was  the  ftate  of  our 
navy.  It  was  very  generally  believed,  that  the  French,  at  prefent 
were  n>uch  fuperior  to  us  at  fea ;  he  (hould  wi(h  to  know,  if  this 
were  true,  what  were  the  caufes  of  our  inferiority.  He  thought 
fome  deps  (hould  be  taken  to  redlify  the  defeds  in  our  navy,  and 
to  give  the  country  fome  expedlation  of  not  being  defeated  in  their 
proper  element.  He  conceived  that  the  loan  talked  of  for  the  Em- 
peror of  Germany,  had  much  better  be  applied  to  building  vciTels 
and  raifiog  men  for  the  fervice  of  the  navy,  A  filence  for  fome 
fhort  time  having  enfued,  Mr.  Robinfon  obferved,  that  perhaps  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  did  not  diink  that  the  fubjedt  was  worthy 
of  their  attention. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  he  was  forry  to  interrupt  the  honourable 
Member ;  but  he  mud  obferve,  that  the  only  regular  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding was,  either  to  make  a  motion,  or  to  give  notice  that  a  mo* 
lion  ihould  be  made  on  a  future  day. 

L  a 
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Mr.  Rdbinfon  then  gave  tiodoe,  that  he  (hould  make  a  mocida 
«n  the  (bte  of  the  navy,  on  Tueiclay  next. 

Mr  SHERIDAN  obferved,  that  perhaps  the  Hoafe  was  wait- 
ing  for  the  Minifter.  A  quedion  of  great  importance,  iefpeAin| 
the  navy  of  Great  Britain,  had  been  put,  and  no  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty was  prefent  to  anfwer  it.  He  was  in  the  fame  unpleaiant 
fituation ;  for  he  had  a  matter  of  importance,  and  particularly  in* 
teiefting  to  the  Ci^  of  London,  to  bring  forward ;  but  he  did  not 
fee  any  of  the  Members  for  that  city  in  their  placet :  peihaps  they, 
too,  like  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralt)',  might  think  it  beneath  their 
dignity  to  attend  to  it.  He  now  however,  gave  notice,  that  on 
Monday  he  (hould  have  fomething  to  fay  relative  to  the  City  Militia 

aa. 

The  SPEAKER  then  informed  ;hc  Houfe,  that  he  (hould  adopts 
lor  this  fcflfion,  the  fame  regulation,  with  regard  to  bufinefa,  as  ht 
obferved  in  the  laft,  which  was,  that  public  buiinefs  ifaould  com* 
mence  at  four  o'clock.' 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  the  Houfe  refolved  itfdff  into 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  a  fupplj  to  be 
{ranted  to  His  MajeAy  ;  Mr.  Hobart  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  FOX  wiihed  the  Houfe  to  be  informed  as  accurately  as 
{x^ible,  when  the  fubje6t  of  die  loan  was  to  be  difcufied,  and  more 
panicularly  die  loan  to  the  £m{ybcor.  It  was  a  fubjed  of  veiy 
great  importance,  and  it  was  extremely  neceffary  that  the  Houfe 
Ihould  have  the  earlieft  information,  and  the  longeft  notice  pofliUe 
upon  the  fubje£i,  for  he  apprehended  that  it  would  give  rife  to  a 
great  deal  of  difcuffion;  hefaid  this  becaufe  he  was  apprehenfive 
that  many  gentlemen  would  foon  be  called,  to  their  public  duty  in 
4he  quarter  feflions,  all  over  die  kingdom.  ^     ' 

Mr.  ROSE  obferved,  that  the  bulinefs  would  foon  come  xega- 
larly  before  the  Houfe,  when  the  Ways  and  Means,  that  was, 
when  the  Bu(%et  came  to  be  opened,  of  which  his  rig^t  honourable 
fiiend,  the  Chancellor  of  .the  Exchequer,  would  give  due  notice, 
as  he  ufually  did ;  he  could  not  now  give  a  precife  anfwer  in  die 
abience  of  his  right  honourable  friend,  who  had  not  attended,  as  h< 
did  not  exped  that  any  material  difcoffion  would  take  place  to*<iay. 
However,  he  would  venture  to  fay  that  a  notice  would  be  given  of 
14  or  16  days  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  Budget*  Had  he 
been  aware  of  this,  be  would  have  procured  information  of  his  right 
honourable  friend,  who,  however^  would  be  in  the  Houfe  on  Mon« 
day,  and  would,  moil-  likdy,  give  notice  on  that  day  when  the 
Budget  would  be  brought  forward. 

Mr«  FOX  £ud  he  had  a  notion  that  the  fubjedof  the  loan  wouU 
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have  been  brought  forward  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  Budget, 
It  was  exceedingly  nece(&ry  that  as  early  a  notice  as  poflible  fhoul4 
be  given  of  dws  very  important  matter,  for  there  were  to  his  know- 
ledge, as  he  had  (aid  before,  many  gei^tlemen  who  would  icon  be 
called  into  the  country  upon  public  bufinefs. 

Mr.  ROSE  faid  he  (hould  have  been  happy  if  he  was  able  to  fa« 
ti^  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  but  he  had  no  doubt  his  right 
honourable  friend  would  be  in  the  Houfe  on  Monday,  and  giye  the 
neceflary  information  upon  that  or  any  other  fubject  diat  was  in^ 
fended  te  be  brought  before  the  Houfe, 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  this  Vas  quite  an  unlucky  day  for 
information.  A  queftion  had  been  put  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admi* 
ralty,  upon  the  fbite  of  the  navy,  and  they  had  remained  (ilent ;  he 
had  fomething  to  a(k  of  the  Members  for  the  City  of  London,  but 
they  were  not  prefent ;  his  right  honourable  friend  wanted  informa- 
tion upon  the  loan,  the  Minifter  was  alifent,  and  the  only  anfwer 
was,  •*  That  there  would  be  time  between  this  and  Monday,  for 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  make  up  his  mind  upon  die 
matter.  ITic  truth  was,  that  the  Minifter  did  not  pay  any  atten- 
tion to  die  rules  and  forms  of  the  Houfe.  When  a  queftion  con- 
cerning a  fupply,  to  be  granted  for  carr)  ing  on  the  war,  came  on, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  abfent ;  for  it  was  with  him 
a  mere  matter  of  courfe :  he  would  come  at  a  future  time,  to  tell 
the  Houfe  how  lie  intended  to  difpofe  of  the  fupply.  Moft  unquef- 
tionably,  in  point  of  decency,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
ought  to  be  prefent :'  but  that  was  out  of  the  queftion ;  for  all  the 
pro6eedings  of  granting  fupplies  were  fuch  as  he  expc6led  not  to  be 
debated  :  they  were  to  be  granted  as  of  courfe  ;  and  no  information 
was  to  bc^  had  on  points  to  which  fuch  fupplies  related. 

Mr.  ROSE  faid,  that  the  honourable  gentlemaji  chofe  to  mif- 
underftand  hini.  He  had  faid,  in  anfwer  to  a  queftion,  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  do  in  this  as  he  had  done  on 
other  occafions  of  the  fame  nature,  give  notice  of  it  1 4  or  1 6  days 
previous  to  bis  bri  nging  the  Budget  forward.  As  to  the  bufinefs  before 
the  Committee  at  this  time,  namely,  the  Vote  of  Supply,  it  was 
not  particularly  the  bufinefs  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
move  ity-accwding  to  the  pradtice  which  had  obtained  in  the  Houfe 
for  feme  time ;  for  he  himfclf,  (Mr.  Rofc  faid)  for  fome  years  paft, 
had  moved  thefe  refolutions,  almoft  invariably  ;  and  it  iiois  to  be 
confidercd  in  fome  fenfe  as  a  matter  of  courfe ;  for  the  refolution 
was  nothing  more  than  this ;  **  Refolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  Committee,  that  a  fupply  be  granted  to  His  Majefty."  Upon 
fuefa  a  fcfolution  he  owned  he  did  not  foe  how  there  could  be  much 
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the  fupply,  and  a  bargain  made  before  the  fervices  were  afcertained 
for  which  the  fupplies  would  be  neceffary.  There  was  as  little  re- 
femblance  between  the  other  cafe,  viz.  the  fubfidiary  treaty  and  this 
loan.  How  far  the  loan  itfelf  was  blamcable  was  another *confider- 
ation.  It  was  certainly  unconOi  rational  to  come  here  to  confider 
the  fervices  after  an  agreement  had  been  entered  into  for  a  loan,' 
and  before  it  could  be  known  whether  fupplies  would  be  voted  to  the 
amount  agreed  for  by  the  Minifter. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid,  that  he  did  not  know,  nor  was  it  a  time 
to  confider,  whether  the  loan  was  made  on  favourable  terms  or  not. 
One  circuml^ance,  however,  in  the  prefcnt  inftance,  if  he  were 
not  much  minnformed,  would  lead  them  to  conclude,  that  this 
would  not  be  a  very  favourable  one.  He  had  been  informed  that 
this  was  by  no  means  an  open  bargain  ;  the  doors  of  the  Minifter 
were  not  open  to  all  who  chofe  to  offer  to  fubfcribe ;  but  every 
perfon  was  excluded,  except  a  few  pcrfons  fclefted  by  himfelf,  fo 
that  there  was  np  competition  whatever,  but  the  terms  were  agreed 
upon  by  the  Minifter  and  his.  fclect  friends. 

Mr.  STEELE  faid,  this  was  not  the  proper  time  to  confider 
whether  the  Minifter  had  a&cd  properly  or  not,  in  his  making  the 
loan ;  that  would  be  beft  known  when  the  loan  came  to  be  confi- 
dered. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  thought  that  this  was  not  an  improper  time 
to  take  into  confideration  the  queftion  bf  the  loan  ;  on  the  contrary, 
this  was  the  very  time  he  fliould  chufe  to  difcufs  it,  if  the  Minifter 
had  been  prcfent.  The  Houl'c  was  reduced  to  a  moft  extraordinary 
fituation ;  there  were,  among  its  Members,  many  opulent  mert  ; 
he  hoped  there  always  would  be  fuch  men  in  the  Houfc.  Now  it 
was  a  very.reafonable  fuppofition,  that  many  of  thefe  perfons  were 
interefted  in  the  loan  ;  it  was  therefore  clear,  that  they  did  not  come 
fiirly  and  freely  to  confider  tlie  ful^ject,  for  they  muft  of  courfe  be 
biaffed,  and  would  wifh,  that  the  fupplies  voted  would  be  fufficient 
to 'give  them  all  the  advantage  they  cxpcfted  from  their  bargain. 
It  was  not  a  faft  that  Parliament  had  ever  conlidered  it  as  a  light 
matter  to  break  through  a  bargain  into  which  the  Minifter  had 
entered  for  a  loan ;  the  language  held  in  that  Houfe  had  always 
been,  that  it  was  improper  to  break  through  a  bargain  without  fome 
wci^ty  and  important  reafon  to  juftify  it.  .  As  to  the  loan  to  the 
Emperor,  he  faid,  he  could  not  give  credit  to  any  of  the  reports 
circulated  on  that  fubjeft,  becaufe  he  did  not  believe  that,  after  the 
experience  wc  had  had  of  the  faith  of  our  allies,  any  man  would 
come  down  to  the  Houfe  without  a  maflc,  and  offer  them  fo  bold 
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and  barefaced  aii  impofition*     He  did  iK>t  conceive  fijch  efiiontciy 
was  poflible.  . 

}Ar.  Chancellor  PITT  ftatcd,  that  not  having  had  the  good  for- 
tiHK  to  be  prefent  at  the  former  jfeirt  of  the  converfation>  he  was  not 
«  little  furprifcd  on  coming  into  the  Houfe  to  hear  wliat  was  tlie 
fubjeft  and  tone  of  dlTcudion.     There  was  at  prefent  before  the 
Houfe  noconfideration  of  the  extent  of  the  fupply,  of  the  means  bf 
which  it  was  to  be  raifed,  or  the  purpofes  to  which  it  was  to  be  ap- 
jdied.    When  he  rccoUecSed  alfo  that  notwithftanding  the  difference 
of  political  (entimcnt  on  tlie  iirft  day  of  the  fciUon,  even  thofe  gen- 
tlemen who  had  fupported  the  'amendment,  had  profeifed  them- 
felves  difpofed  to  grant  a  lai^ge  and  liberal  fupply  to  His  MajeOy, 
and  that  the  honourable  gentleman  was  one  of  that  number,  he  was 
ftill  more  aftoniihcd  at  the  angry  tone  of  oppuHtion  which  he  af- 
fumed  on  the  prefent  occafion.    He  would  not  enter  into  tlie  fubjeci 
which  had  been  ftarted  rcfpcfling  the  loan  to  the  Empemr  to-day» 
becaufe  another  period  would  come  with  more  propriety  for  its  dif- 
cuflion.     The  honourable  gentleman  had  faid  that  no  man  would 
be  barefaced  enough  to  come  forward  to  that  Houfe,  and  avow  fuch 
a  tranfa(5\ion.     With  refpe<^  to  himfclf,  he  would  be  bare£M:ed- 
enough  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  conteft  to  adopt  and  to  avow 
any  meafure  which  he  confidered  would  be  for  the  good  orthe  coun- 
try.    It  had  been  thought  by  him,  as  well  as  by  others,  who  were 
impreffed  with  the  fame  views,  of  the  ncccfllty  of  continuing  the 
prefent  conteft,  that  if  the  Emperor  (Iiould  be  prevailed  upon  to 
make  exertions  in  the  way  of  bringing  forward  a  large  force,  and  if 
this  country  fhould  grant  him  the  pecuniary  and  neceifary  means 
for  that  purpofe,  it  would  be  the  moft  likely  method  to  render  the 
prefent  conteft  fuccefsful,  and  this  opinion  appeared  to  be  fan<Slioned 
both  by  the  nature  of  the  thing,  the  fituation  of  Europe,  and  the 
admifTicn  of  the  enemy  themfelves.     With  refpeft  to  the  negoci- 
ation  for  a  loan,  neither  the  extent  of  that  loan,  the  fum  for  the 
ufe  of  .the  Emperor,  nor  the  terms  on  which  it  was  to  be  granted^ 
were  now  in  agitatiort.     Nothing  had  been  fettled  on  any  of  thcfc 
points,  which  did  not  place  Parliament  in  exactly  the  fame  fituatica 
in  which  it  would  have  been,  if  no  fuch  ncgociation  had  been 
brought  forward.    The  only  difference  was,  that  fuch  a  negociatiim 
having  once  been  brought  forward,  it  would  not  be  advifeable  to 
depart  fixun  the  terms  upon  which  it  iiad  been  concerted,  except 
upon  very  iliong  grounds  of  objection,  as  the  deviation  would  be 
attended  wirti  very  great  iaconvcnience.     The  only  (tifference  then 
between  former  tmnfatSlions  of  the  fame  fort,  and  the  prefent,  wa^ 
that  in  former  inilanccs  it  had  been  ufual  to  concert  the  terms  of  a 
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loan  only  a  few  days  before  it  was  fubmittcd  to  Parliament,  and 
that  in  the  prefent  inftancc  a  longer  fpace  had  been  fufFercd  to  in^ 
tcrvene. — Any  oppofition,  however,  from  this  circumftamce,  he 
did  not  expc6l  to  have  heard  in  that  Houfe,  as  he  conceived  it 
would  have  died  away  with  the  few  newfpaper  paragraphs,  in  which 
it  originated.  As  to  the  time  on  which  he  ihould  be  able  to  difcufs 
the  fubjcdt  of  the  loan  to  the  Emperor,  it  was  impoflible  at  prefent 
to  fix  any  precife  period,  as  it  muft  neceffarily  depend  on  the  refult 
of  ncgociation,  and  on  the  circumftance  hovy  far  His  Majefty  fhould. 
be  fatisfied  with  refpedt  to  the  nature  of  that  affiilance  and  co-ope- 
ration which  the  Eipperor  might  be  difpofcd  to  afford.  He  could 
only  ftate,  that  fince  he  had  been  laft  in  the  Houfe  he  had  greater 
rcafon  to  be  perfuaded  that  the  Emperor  would  be  difpofcd  to  afford 
that  entire  co-operation,  which  this  country  (hould  require.  Be- 
fore, however,  the  treaty  could  be  finally  concluded,  it  might  be 
ncccffary  for  him  to  propofe  to  Parliament  the  provificnal  fupply  to 
be  made,  if  fuch  a  treaty  (hould  take  place,  of  which  he  hoped  to 
be  able  to  give  notice  on  Monday. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  infinuated 
as  if  all  thofe  who  had  voted  for  the  amcndn>cnt  were  pledged  alfo 
to  vote  for  the  fupply.  No  fucli  thing  was  the  cafe  ;  they  would 
have  been  pledged  indeed  to  vote  for  the  fupply,  if  their  amendment 
had  been  adopted,  and  they  could  have  had  the  profpcft  that  the 
njoney  of  their  conftituents  was  to  be  applied  for  the  rational  pur-^ 
pofe  of  bringing  about  a  peace,  and  not,  as  at  prefent,  for  the  def- 
pcrate  object  of  carrying  on  an  eternal  and  unextinguiihable  war. 
With  refpeft  to  the  quefiion  of  time,  tlie  terms  of  a  loan  had  com- 
monly been  fubmittcd  to  Parliament  three  or  four  days  after  ,they 
were  fettled,  and  even  fometimes  fooner ;  but  when  the  time  was 
extended  from  one  day  to  five,  and  from  five  days  to  perliaps  as 
many  weeks,  the  cafe  was  entirely  altered.  He  would  not  now 
difcufs  the  terms  of  the  loan,  though  he  had  not  yet  forgotten  the 
extravagant  terms  of  the  loan  for  laft  year.  But  his  principal  ob- 
jection to  the  meafure  was,  as  a  fource  of  corruption.  He  w6uld 
not  enquire  to  whom  the  loan  was  given.  Many  of  them  were 
neceffary  Members  of  that  Houfe,  and  he  had  no  wifti  to  exclude 
the  monied  intereft  from  a  (hare  in  their  deliberations.  But  it  was 
to  be  recolledted  that  the  intereft  which  they  had  in  this  tranfadtion, 
from  an  advance  in  the  price  of  flocks,  might  influence  not  only' 
their  apprc^jbation  of  the  particular  meafure,  but  even  bear  on  every 
vote  which  they  (hould  give  on  the  queftion  of  fupply.  It  was  a 
conflitutional  principle  that  the  ways  arid  means  (hould  not  be  voted, 
before  the  Houfe  had  decided  on  the  extent  of  the  fupply ;  but  here 
Vol.  XL.  M 
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were  the  ways  and  means  provided/  before  the  Houfe  had  been 
called  to  confider  of  the  fupply  at  all.     There  was  another  ctrcum- 
fiance  to  be  confidered,  how  far,  after  the  experience  we  had  had 
of  the  fubfidy  granted  to  the  King  of  Pruflia,  we  ought  to  be  pre- 
pared to  go  on  with  the  fame  fyftem,  and  grant  a  fubfidy  to  tht 
Emperor,  under  the  name  of  a  guarantee  ?  No  frefti  proof  was 
furely  wanting  to  convince  us,  how  little  reliance  we  could  place  on 
the  faith  of  continental  treaties,  in  the  profccution  of  the  prcfent 
war.     But  then  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  contended, 
that  the  negociation  into  which  he  had  entered  was  only  provifional, 
and  left  the  point  quite  undecided.     It  furely  could  not  be  cither 
way  equal;  there  muft  be  a  difference  of  advantage  in  bargaining 
for  18,  and  for  24  millions,  which  would  give  to  thofe  concerned 
an  intereft  in  voting  for  the  one  propofition,  rather  than  the  other. 
If  It  had  always  been  confidered  as  a  dut)^  of  the  Members  of  that 
Houfe,  to  be  jealous  of  the  means  of  increafing  corrupt  influence, 
he  could  not  but  confider  the  prefent  fyftem  as  entirely  calcidated 
for  that  purpofe,  and  intended  to  give  additional  force  to  that  ma- 
chine, which  was  already  but  too  powerful.     In  a  financial  point  of 
view,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  contended  that  the  Houfe 
were  not  bound  to  adopt .  the  terms  for  which  he  had  bargained. 
Undoubtedlv  not ;  but  at  the  fame  time  he  had  admitted  that  it 
might  be  attended  with  extreme  inconvenience  to  give  them  up. 
There  were  only  two  confiderations  to  he  attended  to  on  this  jxirt 
of  the  qucftion.     If  when  Parliament  fliould  be  called  to  fan<Slion 
the  loan,  the  price  of  flocks  {hould  be  fuch  as  to  render  the  bargain 
highly  gainfiil  to  the  proprietors,  thenecefllty  of  keeping  the  faith  of' 
governments  to  thofe,  who  had  made  their  terms  when  the  price  of 
ftocks  was  fo  much  lower,  would  then  be  urged,  and .  that  they 
would  have  tl\e  refledion  that  they  were  giving  their  fandion  to  fti- 
pulations  much  lefs  advantageous  to  the  Public  than  they  m.ight 
otKerwifc  have  been.      If  the  price  of  flock  (hould  have  fallen  fo  as 
to  render  the  tranfaftion  extremely  difadvantageous  to  the  proprie- 
tors, he  did  not  conceive  that  there  was  any  thing  binding  upon 
individuals,  more  than  upon  Parliament,  to  fulfil  the  provifional 
bargain  ;  he  at  leaft  knew  of  no  hw  to  compel  them  to  make  gixxl 
the  terms,  for  which  they  had  ftipulated.    And  if  the  circumftanccs 
were  peculiarly  unfavourable,  even  though  they  had  the  will,  yet 
they  might  not  have  the  power  to  fulfil  their  engagements.     The 
right  honourable  gentleman  contended  that  he  had  only  done  what 
had  been  ciiAomary  on  fuch  occafions,  and  the  only  diflerence  wa« 
in  the  point  of  time:  but  in  a  tranfaftion  of  this  nature,  the  con- 
fidcration  of  feven  hours,  or  of  feven  weeks,  furely  formed  a  very 
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material,  difference.  Mr.  Fox  then  urged  that  tlic  time  of  voting 
the  fupply  was  a  very  proper  period  for  dircufTing  fiich  objections. 
He  remrwed  his  wifh  that  an  early  nocicc  might  be  given  of  the  day 
on  which  the  biifinefs  of  the  loan  to  the  JEmpcror  fhould  be  agitated, 
and  for  the  fake  of  the  country  gentlemen,  that  it  might  be  fixed  at 
as  difent  a  period  as  pofTible.  He  was  defirous  that  it  might  not 
be  confounded  with  the  budget,  but  treated  as  a  feparate  queftion. 
If  introduced  in  die  budget,  it  would  load  the  attention  of  the  Houfc 
from  the  difcuffion  of  the  particular  terms  to  be  granted  to  the  Em-^ 
pcror  in  the  prefent  inftancc,  ta  the  general  propofition,- whether  in 
any  cafe  it  was  fitting  that  pecuniary  aiTiftancc  fliould  be  granted  to 
him  from  tliis  countr}%  He  wifhcd  then  that  the  qucflion  of  the 
particular  terms  propofed  might  be  difcuflcd  before  the  Houfe  fliould 
be  called  to  decide  on  the  fubjc6t  of  the  loan,  and  that  as  long  an 
interval  as  poflible  rinight  be  albvved  previous  to  this  dircuflion,  fu 
as  to  admit,  if  it  could  conveniently  be  done,  of  a  call  of  thq 
Houfc. 

Mr.  BURDON  faid,  that  though  he  voted  for  the  amendment 
on  the  firft  day  of  the  fcflion,  he  did  not  confider  himfelf  as  the  Icfs 
bound  to  Tupport  the  vigorous  profecution  of  the  war,  by  readily 
granting  the  fupplies.  He  was  of  opinion  that  terms  of  peace,  even 
if  held  out  to  us,  would  not  be  accepted  by  the  French,  and  he 
only  wiflied  that  we  might  adopt  a  moderate  and  pacific  language,  ia 
order  to  fix  upon  tlicm  all  the  crime  and  odium  of  carrying  on  the 
war. 

Mr.  FOX  faid  that  he  alfo  fhiould  certainly  vote  the  fupplies, 
The  only  difference  was,  that  if  the  amendment  for  peace  had 
been  adopted,  he  (hould  have  done  it  with  a  good  heart,  and  a  fan- 
guinc  feeling,  in  the  view  that  they  would  be  applied  to  a  good  pur- 
f  ofc  ;  whereas  he  fhould  now,  he  confclTed,  vote  away  the  money 
of  his  confHtucnts  under  very  different  impreffions,  and  with  vcrr 
different  profpeds. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  THORNTON  faid,  Lhat  he  would  have  fup- 
ported  the  Addrefs  on  the  firft  day  of  the  fcffion,  if  it  had  held  pa- 
cific language,  or  even  profcffcd  a  re.-^dindfs  to  adopt  ncgociation. 
Hi'  was  indeed  of  opinion,  that  ever)'  year  during  the  continuance  of 
hoftilities,  we  fliould  make  an  offer  of  peace  to  the  enemy,  provided 
they  rtiould  be  difpofcd  to  remove  the  original  grounds  of  war.  What 
had  difpleafed  him  in  the  language  of  Mi niftcrs  was,  that  they  feem- 
cd  to  hold  out  no  other  termination  of  the  war  than  the  deftrud^on 
of  the  prefent  French  Government,  an  objecl  which  he  believed 
would  never  be  cffccf^ed  by  the  force  of  arms.  Now  that  the  qyef- 
^ioR  was  decided  to  carry  on  the  war,  he  was  ready  to  fupport  it. 
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Every  way,  indeedi  he  faw  danger,  both  in  adopting  negociation' 
and  perlifting  in  hoftilities  ;  but  if  the  war  was  to  be  carried  on  at 
all,  he  was  fepfiWc,  from  a  view  of  the  difficulties  of  our  fituatioriy 
and  the  force  of  the  enemy  whom  we  had  to  oppofe,  that  it  could 
only  be  carried  on  by  a  large  and  extended  fcale  of  operations.  He 
declared  that  he  had  not  even  a  (hare  of  a  (hilling,  diredtly  or  indi- 
Tcdly,  in  the  loan  ;  he  difapproved  of  any  infinuations  of  corrupt  in- 
fluence in  the  management  of  the  tranfafllon  ;  the  negociation  re-r 
fpeding  it,  he  bclieve#tobe  ftridly  honourable  in  all  the  parties  ; 
tod  concluded  with  giving  his  hearty  fupport  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  FOX  explained,  that  there  had  exifted  times,  in  which 
there  had  been  juft  grounds  of  jcaloufy  with  refpe<9:  to  comipt  inflii- 
cn<?e ;  and  that  it  became  a  conftitutional  duty  of  every  Member  to 
ckcrcife  fufpicion  and  vigilance  with  rcfpcS  to  whatever  might  have 
si  tendency  to  inttoduce  fo  deftruftive  a  principle  into  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  or  add  to  the  force  which  it  might  have  already  acquir^- 
ed,  more  efpecially  when  the  tranfa£Hon  aiTumed  fo  queftionable  a 
ihape  as  the  prefent  loan,  from  the  particular  time  and  circumftanccs 
in  which  it  was  brought  forward. 

*  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  dated,  that  he  regretted  the  •difference 
of  opinion  which,  on  ,a  former  night,  had  taken  place  between  him- 
felf  and  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  S.  Thornton),  who  had  on 
this  occafion  ftated  the  grounds  of  that  difference  ip  a  way  very  ho- 
nourable to  himfclf,  and  very  fair  to  the  Public.  The  honourable 
gentleman,  confidered  it  as  a  proper  meafure  to  offer  peace,  even 
with  a  view  to  carrying  on  the  war  i  he  muft  own,  that  under  the 
prefent  circumftances  he  entertained  the  directly  contrary  opinion. 
At  the  fame  time  the  honourable  gentleman  had  given  an  example 
to  thofe  who  had  fupported  the  Amendment  from  fimilar  views,  by 
Ihewing  his  determination  to  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  the  Executive 
Government,  and  to  countenance  every  meafure  that  might  give  cf- 
tc&.  to  the  exertions  of  the  country.  With  refpeft  to  the  Ayftrian 
loan,  he  had  no  hefitation  to  difcufs  the  expediency  of  luch  a  ftep 
with  any  Member  who  was  defirous  that  the  operation  of  the  war 
ihould  be  vigoroufly  and  effedually  carried  on.  But,  thou^  he 
had  no  objeftion  to  difcufs  that  meafure  feparately,  it  muft  neceffa- 
rily  form  a  part  of  his  budget,  as,  in  the  detail  which  he  fhould 
then  fubmit  to  the  Houfc,  he  (hould  be  obliged  to  look  to  the  alter- 
native of  fuch  a  fum  to  be  granted  to  the  Emperor,  and  to  make  a 
fuitable  provifion,  if  the  treaty  (hould  be  carried  into  effefl.  He 
fhould,  in  all  probability,  bring  forward  his  budget  on  Wednefday 
the  2iftinftant.  He  could  not  blame  any  Member  for  looking 
with  jcaloufy  and  fufpicion  to  any  jncafurc  that  plight,  in  his  op}- 
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JV01I9  h?ve  a  tendency  to  increafe  the  means  of  oorrupt  influeoce ; 
but  he  defied  any  one  to  point  out  a  fingle  ftep  that  had  been  taken, 
in  the  negoqiation  refpeding  the  loan,  that  had  any  fucb  tendency. 
For  his  owij  part,  he  knew  not  the  perfons  who  nought  have  ihares 
in  the  loan.  But  how  could  fuch  a  ciraimflance  induce  the  proprie- 
tors to  fupport  the  continuance  of  the  war,  from  the  prctpeA  of  ad- 
vantage, when,  on  the  contrary,  eveiy  rumour  of  peace,  however 
flight  or  unfounded,  wias  found  to  have  the  dScGt  of  railing  tlie 
price  ?  He  had  been  induced  to  concert  the  terms  of  the  loans  fo 
much  fooner  than  ufual,  becaufe,  before  he  could  make  any  fpecific 
propohl  to  the  Emperor,  it  was  neceflary  to  afcertain  what  eSoSt 
the  loan  granted  to  him  might  have  on  the  loan  requifite  for  the  Go- 
vernment of  this  country  ;  and  this  could  only  be  done  by  a  provi- 
iional  bargain,  as  in  the  prefent  inftance,  afterwards  to  be  fubmit- 
ted  to  Parliament.  The  gcndemen  in  Oppofition  ought  to  give 
them  credit  for  believing  that  the  co-operation  of  the  Emperor  wa« 
neccffary ;  and  if  fo,  was  it  defirable  to  meet  Parliament,  without 
Aating  what  force  they  (hould  have  to  bring  againft  the  enemy  ?  He 
had  aded  on  the  convidion  that  the  co-operation  was  neceffary,  and 
would  be  ready  to  argue  it  when  the  proper  time  arrived. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  he  thought  it  neceffary,  from 
w^hat  he  had  faid  the  preceding  evening  being  mifreprefcnted,  to  ftatc 
again,  that  though  he  did  not  fay  that  all  endeavours  would  be  fruits 
lefe,  for  he  rather  thought  they  would  not ;  but  fuppofing  they 
would,  yet  he  thought  they  would  have  the  effeA  of  making  it  ap- 
pear we  had  juflice  on  our  fide.  He  did  not  chufe  to  give  a  decided 
opinion  on  the  prefent  occafion,  but  the  inclination  of  his  mind  was 
to  vote  for  the  fupply  ;  for  as  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  entered 
into  a  refolution  for  carrying  it  on,  the  quci^ion  then  was,  not  whe- 
ther we  (hould  go  on  with  the  war,  that  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative, but  whether  wc  Ihould  have  a  vigorous  or  languid  war^ 
and  in  that  view  0/  the  fubje<ft,  he  felt  himfclf  bound  td  grant  large 
fupplies  ;  this  he  did,  becaufe  the  Houfe  was  determined  to  carry 
on  the  war,  not  becaufe  he  himfclf  wilhed  the  war  to  continue,  bud 
becaufe  he  could  not  prevent  it ;  and  he  muft  again  protefi,  that 
the  more  he  thought  upon  the  fubjcdl,  die  more  he  was  convince^ 
of  the  neceflity  of  peace  on  the  part  of  this  country. 

Mr.  DUNCOMBE  (hortly  expeflfed  his  Concurrence  in  the 
fentiments  of  the  lall  honourable  fpeakcr,  as  to  his  approbation  of 
peace. 

Mr.  FOX  retained  his  fentiments  as  to  the  danger  of  corrupt 
influence,  and  the  ncccflTity  there  was  for  viewing  all  thefe  things 
^Ith  a  jealpus  ^d  watchful  eye.     With  regard  to  tlie  queflion  qf 
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fupply  now  before  the  Committee,  he  agreed  that  a  fupply  muft  be 
had,  and  perhaps  he  might  be  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  grant- 
ed to  the  extent  propofed ;  but  that  was  nothing  to  the  application  of 
it,  or  of  tlie  jealoufy  of  the  Houfe  as  to  the  influence  to  be  created 
by  it.  He  took  notice  of  the  obfervation  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  on  the  effeft  which  the  rumour  of  peace  always  had  to 
raife  the  price  of  (lock,  and  thereby  render  the  loan  more  advan- 
tageous to  the  proprietors  ;  but  he  aflced  how  this  argument  applied 
with  rcfpeft  to  tlie  Impcrird  loan,  which  depended  on  the  fuppofi- 
tion  that  the  war  was  to  be  continued,  and  which  was  a  meafure 
'  entirely  without  any  profpedt  of  peace.  He  agreed  that  this  war,  if 
it  muft  be  continued,  (hould  be  a  war  of  [rreat  vigour  ;  but  then  as 
to  the  nature  of  that  vigour,  he  might  think  the  fubfidy  to  the  Em- 
peror a  thing  entirely  ufelefs,  and  the  whole  fix  millions  to  be  paid 
for  nothing  ;  becaufe  though  the  Emperor  himfelf  might  co-operate, 
yet  the  Elcftors  were  for  peace  ;  and  he  was  befidcs  moft  firmly  of  , 
opinion  that  the  whole  of  our  vigour  ought  to  be  in  tlie  navy,  and 
if  there  was  a  place  in  this  ifland,  in  which  it  was  poflible  to  build 
a  (hip,  and  a  (hip  not  built ;  if  there  was  one  man  employed  in  the 
army,  who  could  be  of  any  fervice  in  the  navy  ;  if  one  (hilling  was 
beftowcd  to  purchafc  any  thing  for  the  army,  which  might  be  laid 
out  for  the  navy  ;  then  Minifters  were  pnx:eeding  upon  a  fyftera, 
which,  if  followed  much  longer,  would  terminate  in  utter  and  irre- 
trievable ruin.  It  was  for  the  navy  that  the  whole  extent  of  our 
fupply,  be  it  ever  fo  large,  ought  to  be  employed. 

Mr.  BARHAM  alfo  agreed  that  the  fupply  (hould  fie  a  large  one 
if  the  war  was  to  be  carried  on,  but  he  thought  we  ought  to  nego- 
ciate  for  a  pence.' 

Mr.  MARTIN  expreflfed  his  moft  hearty  concurrence  in  the 
fentimcdts  of  Mr.  Fox  with  regard  to  the  navy.  He  deplored  the 
hard(hips  to  which  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Europe  which  had 
fo  long  been  the  feat  of  war,  were  expofcd  ;  he  faw  no  rcafon  why, 
on  our  part,  the  whole  conteft  (hould  not  be  confined  to  naval  cxer-r 
tions. 

Sir  WILLIAM  MILNER  wiflicd  for  a  negociation  for  peace. 
Minifters  had  declared  that  the  fubverfion  of  the  Government  of 
France,  and  die  re-eftabli(hment  of  the  Monarchy,  was  their  objeft. 
The  King's  fpeech  had  confirmed  the  intentions  of  their  not  treat- 
ing with  the  Republic.  He  dreaded  the  efFedl  of  fending  fix  mil- 
lions to  the  Emperor  ;  he  was  afraid  it  would  IclTen  the  value  of 
land  in  this  country  to  an  alarming  degree  ;  it  would  not  only  be 
diflicult  to  raife  money  by  way  of  mortgage  on  eftates,  but  foon  im- 
poflible  even  to  fell  dicm.   He  was  lately  with  an  eminent  Solicitor^ 
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Kvho  told  him  that  he  had  clients  Tvho  wanted  to  mortgage  eftatcs  to. 
the  value  of  a  million  of  money ;  but  that  if  this  loan  to  the  Empe- 
ror took  place,  he  (hould  not  be  able  to  raife  any  of  it. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  took  an  ppportunity  of  faying  what  he 
intended  to  be  underftood  as  his  fentiments  with  regard  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  France,  and  as  to  what  fort  of  Government  he  thought  fafc 
for  us  to  treat  with,  and  what  he  trufted  he  had  faid  on  a  former 
night.  He  did  not  ficy  that  it  would  be  impoflible  for  us  to  treat 
with  France  in  theformof  a  Republic,  but  that,  under  all  the  ex- 
ifting  circumftances,  it  was  not  fafe  for  us  to  treat  with  them,  and 
that  our  preflurc  was  not  fo  great  as  to  call  for  fuch  a  peace  as  we  had 
reafon  to  cxpe6t  they  would  offer.  He  faid  that  he  thought  a  Mo- 
narchical form  that  with  which  we  could  treat  with  moft  fafety  ;  it 
was  not  impoflible  that  a  Republican  form  might  be  fuch  as  to  be 
able  to  give  fecurity  to  us  for  thfc  continuance  of  peace,  and  that  we 
might  poiTibly  treat  with  fuch  a  Government,  but  he  did  not  think 
it  likely. 

Mr.  FOX  laid,  it  was  ncceffary  for  Wm  and  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  to  underftand  one  another.  He  always  underftoo4 
the  Miniftcr  to  fay,  that  it  could  not  be  fafe  for  this  country  to  treat 
with  the  Republican  form  of  Government  in  France,  and  that  we 
never  ought  to  think  of  it  but  in  cafe  of  extreme  neceflity ;  but 
now  he  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  fay  that  no  Republican  Govern- 
ment (hould  be  treated  with,  for  he  Caid,  there  might  be  a  Repub- 
lican Government  which  we  might  treat  with;  it  was  almoft  a  pity 
to  put  fuch  a  condition  in  the  argument,  bccaufe  it  created  confu- 
fion,  for  now  it  was  to  be  qualified  with  the  words  ^*  under  the 
prcfcnt  circumftances  ;"  this  was  doing  away  the  effedt  of  the  King's 
Speech,  bccaufe  it  depended  merely  on  the  time,  and  not  on  the 
form  of  Government,  as  thus  explained  by  the  Miniftcr.  Here 
Mr.  Fox  dcfired  that  part  of  the  Speech,  -to  which  this  argument 
referred,  to  be  read,  which  being  done,  Mr.  Fox  begged  an  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  it  was  a  little  hard  to  ftatc  nicely 
all  the  (hades  of  diftinftion.  The  nature  of  every  opinion,  with 
rcfpcA  to  the  conduft  moft  proper  to  be  purfued,  muft  necelTarily 
depend  upon  a  comparifon  of  circumftances  ;  his  opinion  was,  that 
with  the  prcfent  Government,  under  tlie  prcfent  exifting  circum- 
ftances, there  could  be  no  certainty,  or  fecurity,  and  therefore  no 
lafety  in  treating ;  there  might  be  a  change  in  part,  fo  as  to  alter 
the  cafe.  But  he  had  n)  difficulty  in  faying  freely,  there  muft  Tjc 
a  great  change  in  onz  countr)'  or  the  other,  or  both,  before  he  fhould 
think  it  proper  to  negociatc  or  treat.     The  difficulty  on  our  part 
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itiuff  be  much  greater  than  it  is,  and  their  afpcft  muft  be  much 
more  formidable  towards  us,  than  at  prcfent,  before  any  treaty 
with  them  ought  to  be  thought  of  by  us. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  then  the  queftion  would. torn  entirely  as  to  what 
alteration  there  might  be  in  th6  circumftances  of  the  two  countries, 
and  particularly  in  the  form  of  the  French  Government.  He  thought 
he  underftood  tfie  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  fie  hoped  fortie 
honourable  member,  fitter  for  it  than  himfelf,  would  make  a  nibtion 
on  the  fubje6l,  for  in  his  opinion  they  were  now  feirl^f  at  iffue. 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  faid,  he  was  anxious  for  peace;  and  if  any  fpe- 
cific  morion  was  made  on  proper  grounds,  he  fliould  not  oppofe  it. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  rofe  again — He  had  heard  many  things  af- 
ferted  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  which  he  thought  open  to  a  ready 
anfwer  from  the  meaneft  underftanding,  but  having  troubled  the 
Committee  fo  often,  he  had  remained  filent.  There  had  however 
arifen  a  new  circumftance.  The  anfwer  given  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  to  the  doubts  of  a  worthy  Baronet  (Sir  William 
Milner),  had  caufed  a  difcuflion  of  the  utmoft  importance.  No- 
thing could  be  of  more  importance  than  to  afcertain  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Minifter,  an  explicit  declaration  of  the  real  caufes  and  ob- 
je6ts  of  the  war.  His  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox)  had  faid, 
that  he  had  underffood  him  on  this  fubje£l — Confcious  of  the  fupe- 
riOr  quicknefs  of  intellect  which  his  right  honourable  friend  pofTefTed, 
he  had  no  doubt  but  that  his  right  honourable  friend  had  compre* 
hended  his  meaning  ;  but  for  himfelf  he  muft  plainly  fay,  that  af- 
tel"  conftantly  watching  the  Minifter  on  this  fubjeft,  he  had  unifomdy 
found  him  giving  an  apparently  plain  opinion ;  and  then,  when 
prefled  for  a  little  explanation,  cloathing  that  opinion  in  fuch  a 
multiplicity  of  words,  that  in  proportion  as  he  profcffed  himfelf  to 
be  intelligible,  he  had  found  him  utterly  obfcure.  The  point  now 
to  be  afcertaincd  was,  What  was  the  profpeS  of  the  Minifter's  prc- 
fent deliberate  declaration  as  to  the  objedt  of  the  war  r  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan quoted  all  Mr.  Pitt's  different  declarations  and  explanations  on 
this  fubject,  which  he  (hewed  went  to  eftabliili  thefe  points — ift, 
that  no  treaty  could  be  had  w  ith  the  prefent  Government  of  France 
^-thcn,  that  no  negociation  could  be  entered  into  with  them  till  a 
Government  of  our  choice  was  impofed  upon  them — or  until  wc 
were  juftified  in  treating  with  them,  by  being  wholly  fubdued  and 
completely  at  their  mercy.  In  ilibrt,  he  would  put  Mr.  Pitt's  de- 
clarations, which  had  been  detailed  in  many  fentences,  in .  a  very 
few  words — The  prefent  Minifters  would  give  peace  to  England 
whenever  wc  fhould  conquer  France,  or  whenever  France  fliould 
conquer  us-^it  was  a  declaration  of  infanity ;  and  if  the  Houfcof 


A.  179^ 


D  E  fi  A  T  E  Si 


89 


Commons  or  the  country  (upported  hini  after  this  dedaration,  they 
muft  be  as  mad  as  the  maniac  that  deluded  them. 

The  Refolution,  that  afupply  be  granted  to  His  Majefty,  was 
then  put  and  carried,  arid  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  reported  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  Houfe  attended 
His  Majefty  yefterday,  with  their  Addrefs  ;  to  which  His  Majel^ 
was  pleafed  to  give  this  nooft  gracious  Anfwer : 

Gentlemen, 

/  return  you  my  moft  cordial  thanks  for  this  loyal  and  dutiful  Addrefs^ 
and  for  the  affeSlionate  fentiments  which  you  ^xprefs  on  the  approaching 
marriage  of  ny  fm  the  Prince  0^  Wales. 

The  affurances  of  your  continued  and  zealous  fupport  in  the  important 
conteji  in  which  we  are  engaged  afford  me  the  greatejl  fatisfaSlion,  Tour 
furmmfs  and  perfeveranccj  and  the  fpirit  and  exertions  of  my  people^ 
can  alone  lead  to  a  fuccefsful  and  honourable  termination  of  the  tvarf 
and  to  the  firm  ejiablijhnunt  (f  general  tranquillity. 

Saturday y   '^d  January. 

The  kefolutioh  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  grant 
A  fupply  to  His  Majefty^  was  reported  and  agreed  to. 

The  following  accouht^^  by  His  Majefty's  command,  were  prc- 
fented  by  Mr.  Rofc,  viz^ 

An  tccount  of  all  additions  which  have  been  made  16  tlie  annual  charge 
of  the  public  debt. 

An  account  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  additional  duties  on  horfcs  and 
carriagci,  from  the  jrh  of  July  1789,  and  alfo  an  account  of  the  nett 
income  of  the  tax  of  ten  per  cent,  charged  upon  the  afleflcd  taxes  by  an 
a6t  of  3ifl  Geo.  IIL  for  onfc  year,  ivom  06t.  lo,  i793«  to  061.  io^ 

1794-  ..  , 

An  account  of  the  additional  duties  17899  on  newfpapen,  advertife* 

ments,  cards,  dice^  legacies,  and  probates  of  wills,  for  the  fame  time. 

An  account  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  duties  on  Briti(h  ipirits,  and 
on  foreign  fpirits,  granted  in  the  year  1791,  for  the  fame  time. 

An  account  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  duties  en  fugar,  for  one  year^ 
for  the  fame  time. 

An  account  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  duties  on  additional  game 
certificates,  for  the  fiime  time. 

An  account  of  the  netc  produce  of  the  duties  00  bills  and  receipts^ 
for  the  (ame  time^ 

An  account  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  duties  on  Bririlh  fpirits,  granted 
anno  1794*  to  the  10th  of  October  the  fanie  year. 

An*  account  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  ftamp  duty  on  indentures  of 
clerks  to  attornies  and  foiicitors,  1794,  to  the  lOth  of  October  the  fame 
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An  account  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  additional  duties  on  bricka  and 
dies,  from  the  28th  of  March  to  the  10th  of  Odober,  1794. 

An  account  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  duty  on  paper,  from  the  18th 
of  March  to  the  icth  of  Odober,  i794* 

An  account  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  duties  on  glafs,  from  the  17th 
of  April  to  the  xoth  of  o4obcr,  1794. 

An  account  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  duties  on  {latct*  floncSy  and 
•marble,  from  the  5th  of  July  to  the  loth  of  Odober,  I794« 

An  account  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  duties  on  diftilleriesy  and  licences 
granted  to  difliilers  in  Scotland,  from  the  cth  of  April  to  the  loth  of 
October,  1 794,  made  perpetual  5th  of  April,  1794. 

The  titles  of  all  thefe  accounts  wcre.read^  and  ordered  to  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Rofe  alfo  prefented — 

An  account  df  the  total  produce, of  the  cufbns,  ezcifey  fiamps,  and 
incidents  for  one  year. 

An  account  of  the  total  produce  of  the  duties  of  cufloms  in  England 
and  Scotland,  for  the  four  quarters,  ending  Od.  10,  1794. 

An  i»ccount  of  the  total  produce  of  the  excife  in  England  aod  Scot- 
la^id,  for  the  four  quarters,  ending  at  the  fame  time. 

The  following  accounts  were  ordered : 

Ordinary  of  the  navv,  extraordinary  of  the  navy,  guards,  and  garri- 
fons,  ordnance  land  (ervice,  reduced  officers,  Chelfea  out-peafionen, 
fervices  incurred  not  provided  for,  difpoQtion  of  grants,  and  navy  debt. 

An  Addrefs  to  be  prefented  to  His  Majcfty  by  Privy  C^ounfellors, 
that  His  Majefty  be  pleafed  to  give  orders  to  the  proper  officers  to 
lay  the  laft<above  feveral  accounts  before  the  Houfe. 

Account  of  the  amount  of  Exchequer  bills  made. out  by  virtue  of  an 
wBl  of  laft  fcfTion  for  railing  a  certain  funi  thereby. 

An  account  of  the  total  produce  of  the  revenue  on  Aamps  in  England 
and  Scotland,  for  the  four  quarters,  ending  the  fame  time. 

An  account  of  the  total  produce  paid  into  the  Exchequer,  under  the 
head  incidents,  for  the  four  quarters,  ending  at  the  fame  time. 

The  titles  were  r«ad,  and  the  accounts  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Alfo  an  account  of  the  amount  of  thc/uri/jer  Exchequer  bills. 

And  an  account  of  the  amount  of  Exchequer  bills  maJe  forti?  in  pur- 
fuance  of  an  a6l  of  the  lafl  fcffion  of  Parliament,  for  enabling  His  Ma* 
jeily  to  raifethe  fum  of  5,500,0001. 

Mr.  Hobart  brought  up  the  Refolution  of  the  Committee  of 
Supply,  which  was  agreed  to  nemine  contradicente, 

Mr.  ROSE  moved,  that  the  Houfc  do  rcfolve  itfclf  into  a  Com- 
puttee  of  Supply  on  Monday  next. 

The  Houfe  adjournod. 
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Monday^   ^th  yanuar^. 

Lord  Vifcount  PARKER  reported  to  the  Houfe,  that  their  Ad- 
drcfs  of  Saturday  laft  (that  His  Majefly  would  be  gracioufly  pleafcd 
to  give  dired^ions  to  the  proper  officers,  tliat  the  eftimates,  lifts,  and 
accounts,  therein  mentioned,  might  be  laid  before  this  Houfe)  had 
been  prefented  to  His  Majefty ;  and  that  His  Majefty  had  com- 
manded him  to  acquaint  this  Houfe^  that  he  will  give  direftions 
accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the  Houfe  to  itfolvc 
itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the  Sup-  , 
ply  granted  to  His  Majefty,  be  now  read. 
And  the  faid  order  being  read  accordingly  ; 
Ordered,  That  the  account  of  the  amount  of  the  Exchequer  bills, 
made  out  by  virtue  of  an  a6t,  paifed  in  the  laft  feflion  of  Parlia- 
ment, intituled,  "  An  aft  for  raifing  a  certain  fum  of  money,  by 
loans  or  Exchequer  bills,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  one  thoufand 
fcvcn  hundred  and  ninety-four,"  be  referred  to  the  faid  Committee. 
Ordered,  That  the  account  of  the  amount  of  the  Exchequer  bills, 
made  out  by  virtue  of  an  a6t,  pafled  in  the  laft  feflion  of  Parlia- 
ment, intituled,  "  An  aft  for  raifing  a  further  fum  of  money,  by 
loans  or  Exchequer  bills,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  one  thoufand 
fevcn  hundred  and  ninety-four,'*  be  referred  to  the  faid  Committee. 
Ordered,  That  the  account  of  the  amount  of  the  Exchequer  bills, 
made  forth  in  purfuance  of  an  aift,  palTed  in  the  l^ft  feflion  of  Par* 
liamcnt,  intituled,  "  An  aft  for  enabling  His  Majefty  to  raife  the 
fum  of  two  millions  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  for  the  -ufes 
and  purpofes  therein  mentioned,"   be  referred  to  the  faid  Com- 
mittee. 

Then  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee ;  and, 
after  fome  time  fpent  therein,  Mr.  Si)eakcr  rcfumed  the  chair  ;  and 
Mr.  Hobart  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  come  to 
feveral  refolcitions,  which  they  had  direfted  him  to  report,  when 
the  Houfe  will  pleafe  to  receive  the  fame. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  received  to-morrow  mortiing. 
Mr.  JEKYLL  faid,  he  wiflied  to  alk  a  queftion  of  an  honour-» 
able  gentleman,  whom  he  faw  in  his  place,  upon  a  fubjcft  of  the 
grcateft  importance.  Upon  an  anfwer  being  given,  would  depend 
whether  he  Ihould  make  any  motion  or  not.  Since  the  fubfidy  tp 
the  Emperor  of  Germany  was  fo  fqon  to  be  difcufled  in  thg  Houfe, 
it  was  peculiarly  neceflTary  for  them  to  inquire  into  the  nature  of 
^c  reliance  we  could  place  on  our  allies  as  foon  as  pofliblc ;  h^ 
thought  no  period  fo  ftt  as  the  prcfent  to  obtain  an  account  of  the 
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fums  diiburfed  to  the  King  of  PrufTia  when  the  laft  inftallnn^t  had 
been  advanced^  whether  any  had  been  paid  fince  the  King  of  Pruf- 
iia  had  turned  his  arms  againft  Poland,  and  what  number  of  troofSi 
had  co-operated  with  ours  fince  the  commencement  of  the  fubfidy. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid)  the  laA  inflalment  was  made  in  the 
month  of  September  laft. 

Mr.  JEK YL  wiflicd  to  know  what  the  amount  was  in  all  of 
money  given  to  the  King  of  PrufTia  .^ 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fald,  he  had  not  the  leaft  objc6>ion  to 
the  accounts  on  that  fubjed  being  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Houfe. 
The  amount  of  the  whole  fum  which  had  been  frnt  to  his  Pruflian 
Majefty  from  this  country  amounted  to  twelve  hundred  thoufand 
pounds. 

Mr.  GREY  obfer\'cd,  that  as  gentlemen  were  about  to  leave 
town  for  a  ihort  time,  in  order  to  attend  their  public  duty  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  country,  he  wiflied  to  defer  for  a  while,  a  motion 
which  he  intended  to  make.  As  the  fubjcft  was  of  great  impor- 
tance, he  thought  it  was  proper,  at  the  time  he  gave  notice  of  it, 
to  ftate  prccifcly  what  the  motion  Was.  It  related  to  what  had 
partly  been  already  before  the  Houfe.  He  was  one  of  thofe  viho 
thought,  that  propofals  for  peace  might,  at  this  time,  be  made  with 
advantage  to  this  country  ;  the  Mitiifter  had  declared  himfelf  to  be 
pf  a  contrary  opinion.  He  thought  he  underftood  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  at  laft,  upon  that  fubjcft — He  believed  him 
to  fay  in  effeft  tlus,  "  That  the  form  pf  Government  in  France, 
with  which  this  country  could  wirh  the  greateft  fafety,  and  advan- 
tage, treat  and  negociate,  i^'as  that  of  a  monarchical  form,  cftab- 
lifti^d  on  fomcthing  like  the  old  form  of  the  Conftitution  of  that 
country — ^That  he  could  conceive,  however,  intermediate  circum- 
ftances,  in  wliich  it  might  be  prudent  for  us  even  to  treat  with  a 
Republican  fornri  of  Government  in  that  country,  but  that  under  the 
prefent  circumftances  we  could  not,  confiftently  with  the  dignity 
of  the  Crown,  or  the  fafety  of  the  country,  negociate  with  the 
prefent  Government  of  France.  Now  he,  for  one,  was  well 
perfuaded  that  we  could,  confiftently  with  the  dignity  of  the 
Crown,  and  the  fafety  of  the  Public,  enter  at  this  time  into  nego- 
ciation,  and  he  wifhed  to  bring  on  the  difcuflion  of  that  fubje£t| 
and  therefore  he  now  gave  notice,  that  on  the  20th  of  this  month, 
he  fhould  move  ff  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  that  Houfe,  that  the 
cxiftence  of  the  prpfeiit  Government  6f  France  ought  not  to  be 
confidercd  as  precluding  a  ncgociation  for  peace."  Thefe  were 
the  words  of  the  motion,  as  he  intended  to  make  it ;  if  there  was 
any  Member  in  the  Houfe  who  thought  that  the  fame  idea  might 
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be  better  exprefled,  he  (hould  be  glad  now  to  hear  what  was  to  be 
£ud  upon  that  point,  if  not,  he  (hould  bring  it  forward  as  it  ftood. 
Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  laid,  he  (hould  not  attempt  to  difcufe 
the  (ubje(^  now,  bccaufe  another  feafon  would  arrive  for  that  pur- 
pofe  ;  he  wilhed  it  to  be  underftood,  however,  that  he  wiftied  the 
matter  to  be  difcuffed  fully,  fairly  and  freely,  whether  from  the  in- 
ternal fituation  of  France,  it  would  be  wife,  difcreet,  or  prudent, 
on  the  part  of  this  country,  to  enter  into  any  negociation  at  this 
time. 

Mr  SHERIDAN  then  alluded  to  the  City  Militia  bill.     He 
obfervd,  that  the  bill  was  hurried  through  the  Houfe  with  unex- 
ampledand  indecent  precipitancy,  and  when  he  oppofed  it  as  an  ia- 
firingcmnt  of  the  chartered  rights  of  the  cid^ns  of  London,  he  was 
told  he  ras  iriterfering  in  a  matter  for  which  the  citizens  of  London 
would  n<t  be  obliged  to  him,  for  that  they  had  confidered  the  prin- 
ciple of  tie  bill  and  approved  of  it.     The  fa£t,  however,  was  the 
rcverfe,  he  citizens  had  not  then  an  opportunity  of  undcrftanding 
the  bill  cmpletcly,  and  when  they  did  undcrlland  it,  they  difap- 
proved  oft  highly.  '  It  was  not  his  view  to  catch  at  temporary  po- 
pularity, ly  affecting  to  feci  for  the  rights  of  perfons,  .for  wl)om  he 
had  no  rd  concern  ;  the  truth  was,  that  he  confidered  the  bill  in 
queftion  aai  grofs  violation  of  the  rights  of  a  very  refpc£table  body 
of  men,  ^om  it  was  the  common  duty  of  all  tlic  members  of  that 
Houfe  to  etem  and  rcfped — l^ui  to  (hew  that  he  had  no  defire  of 
thrufting  hiifelf  forward  in  this  bufinefs,  he  would  decline  it  alto- 
gether, if  hihould  find  that  the  Members  for  the  city  were  difpofed 
to  do  their  jty  to  their  conflituents  upon  the  fubjeft.     What  he 
wifhed  to  kiVv  at  this  moment  was.  Whether  it  was  the  intention 
of  thefe  hono^ble  gentlemen  to  bring  forward  a  motion  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  (ty  Militia  bill,  or  to  propofe  fome  regulation  of  it  ? 
He  defired  aonfwcr  to  that  queftion. 

Mr.  Aldenin  CURTIS  faid,  that  a  Committee  had  been  ap- 
pointed in  theiry  to  examine  into  this  fubje<ft,  and  they  had  not 
yet  made  their  port,  and,  therefore,  he  could  not  give  all  the  in- 
fomution  he  cod  wifh.  But  with  regard  to  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  he  would  Viture  to  fay  that  it  was  approved  of  by  a  large 
majority  of  the'itizens  of  London.  This  he  coUefted  from  the 
meetings  which  M  taken  place  upon  this  fubjefl. 

Mr.  Aldcrmx ANDERSON  fajd,  that  many  attempts  had 
been  made  to  imfe  on  the  underftandings  of  the  Citizens  of  Lon- 
don upon  this  fubjk,  but  they  would  not  fwallow  the  poifdn,  how« 
ever  palatable  the  fe  was  made  up ;  the  majority  of  the  citizens 
yerc  decidedly  in  tour  of  tlie  bill.     He  obfervcd  that  Mr.  Shcri- 
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dan  had  faid  the  Members  for  London  were  not  prefcnt  on  Friday, 
Mr.  Anderfon  faid  he  was  in  the  Houfc  at  a  quarter  of  an  liour 
after  four  o'clock,  and  he  begged  leave  to  fay  he  attended  the  Houfc, 
he  believed,  as  frequently  as  any  Member  did,  and  he  tru(ted  that 
none  of  thefc  refle(5\ions  would  be  thrown  out  again.  He  under- 
ftood  the  honourable  gentlenran  had  faid,  in  the  hearing  of  fome 
perfons,  that  he  (hould  have  fope  obfervacions  to  make  to-day,  if 
the  Members  for  the  city  attended  their  duty. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  he  did  not  wifh  to  difpute  wth  the 
honourable  Member,  whedier  or  not  the  avocations  which  'ic  had 
to  fill,  were,  or  were  not,  of  a  nature  fupcrior  to  the  attcndince  of 
his  duty  in  Parliament.  He  did  not,  he  faid,  make  a  ncrir  of 
his  own  r^ttendancc,  as  he  conceived  that  every  man  who  ajpired  to 
a  feat  in  that  Houfc,  muft  at  leaft  know  that  attendance  wts  a  part 
of  his  duty.  With  regard  to  his  having  promifed  to  mice  fbme 
obfervations  upon  this  fubjeft  to-day,  in  the  hearing  of  arr  body  in 
that  Houfc,  he  certainly  did  not  make  that  promife  in  tb  hearing 
of  any  body,  for  he  did  not  make  it  at  all.  'As  to  the  x)pularity 
of  the  bill,  the  gentlemen  who  had  affertcd  that,  wouldio  well  to 
revife  that  opinion  ;  he  infiftcd  the  bill  w^s  difreliihed  ;a  proof  pf 
which  was,  they  had  fufpcnded  it,  and  not  aftcd  upon  t ;  and  in 
the  populous  Ward  of  Farringdon  they  had  bouml  thcr  Common 
Council  to  endeavour  by  all  me^ns  to  get  it  repealed. 

Mr.  Alderman  LE  MESURIER  contended,  thatif  the  voice 
of  the  citizens  were  properly  and  fairly  collected,  tty  would  be 
found  greatly  in  favour  of  the  bill.  It  did  not,  he  fid,  originate 
in  any  of  the  perfons  in  the  intcreft  of  adminiftratio»  nor  had'he 
for  one  any  ftiare  in  framing  it. .  When  the  plan 'fa  voluntary 
fubfcription,  univerfal  diroughout  the  country,  \^s  propofcd  in 
London,  fome  gentlemen,  adverfe  to  the  politics  othe  ruling  Mi^ 
niftr}%  thought  it  would  be  better  to  regulate  their  wn  militia,  fo 
as  to  put  it  on  as  good  and  rcfpcv'^ablc  a  footing  asvould  fupcrfede 
the  neceffity  of  adopting  the  meafurcs  of  the  Miniirs.  The  plan 
was  afterwards  drawn  out,  and  generally  receive A'ith  merited  ap- 
probation, but  that  perhaps  the  honourable  gentl^an,  who  infiftcd 
on  the  contrary,  did  not  know  this,  for  the  citiz,(«  of  London  were 
not  in  the  habit  of  publifliing  their  proceedings  iRepublican  ncwf- 
papers. 

Mr.  FOX  faid  he  had  a  motion  to  makc/vhich  was  not  un- 
ufual  on  fimilar  occafions,  if  a  fimilar  occafioto  the  prefcnt  could 
be  rccollcdlcd  in  tlic  hiftory  of  this  country,  in  a  fhort  time  the 
Miniftcr  was  to  call  for  a  loan,  unexampled  ipoint  of  magnitude^ 
as  well  as  under  peculiar  circumftances,  a  Ijc  part  of  '\vhicl^  ws^ 
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intended  to  be  for  the  afliftancc  of  a  foreign  Prince.  On  the  day 
previous  to  the  dtfcuflion  of  that  fubje6t,  an  honourable  friend  of 
his  {Mr.  Grey)  was  to  bring  forward  a  very  important  motion. 
Now  under  the  prefent  alarming  afpe<3  of  our  afKiirs,  they  could 
not  proceed  widi  too  much  folemnity,  and  therefore  he  ihould  now 
move  that  the  Houfe  be  called  over  on  the  20th  of  this  month. 

The  quefHon  was  put  and  carried,  to  which  was  added  the  ufual 
order  in  ftich  cafes — that  fuch  Members  as  do  not  anfwer  to  the 
call  he  taken  into  the  cuftody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms. 

Mr.  JEKYL  obferved,  that  as  the  Minifter  had  not  given  lym 
an  anfwer  to  the  latter  part  of  his  quedion,  relative  to  our  fubfidy 
to  the  King  of  Pr^ffia,  he  fliould  be  obliged  to  make  a  modon^ 
which  he  did  to  the  following  cffcdt :  "  I'hat  there  be  laid  before 
the  Houfe  an  account  of  the  money  iffued  and  received  by  the  King 
of  Pruflja,  and  what  time  the  inftallments  were  made,  in  confc- 
qucnce  of  a  treaty  entered  into  between  him  and  His  Majcfty,  in 
the  month  of  April  1794*,  together  with  an  account  of  the  num- 
ber of  troops  which  have  been  employed  in  concert  with  His  Ma- 
jefty's  troops  in  purfuance  of  the  faid  treaty." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  objcifl  to  the 
account  of  the  inftallments ;  the  amount  of  the  whole  he  had  ftated 
already  to  be  twelve  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ;  but  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  troops  employed  by  the  King  of  Pruflia  in  concert  with  His 
Majefty's  troops,  it  was  fuch  as  he  could  not  affent  to,  becaufe  Go- 
vernment had  received  no  olncial  returns  of  their  number. 

M.  FOX  confidered  this  condudl  as  more  dangerous  and  alarm- 
ing than  any  that  had  occurred  fmce  the  beginning  of  the  war.  He 
infidcd  that  had  fuch  art  obfcrvation  been  ufed  in  the  Houfe  when 
the  treaty  was  under  difcuflion,  it  would  have  been  impoflible  for 
them,  confillently  with  their  duty,  to  have  agreed  to  it.  In  con- 
tracting with  his  Pruflian  Majeft)'  for  the  payment  of  thefe  fums,  it 
was  fhpulated  on  his  part,  that  he  (hould  furnilh  a  certain  number 
of  troops  to  co-operate  with  thofe  of  the  allies  ,  and  though  their 
ardour  for  military  glor)'  was  given  amongft  rhe  realbn*  for  leaving 
the  army  under  the  comniand  of  Pruffian  officers,  yet  it  was  un- 
derft'xxl  that  it  was  to  receive  its  direction  in  a  great  degree,  from 
commilfaries  fent  by  Great  Britain  and  the  United  Provinces,  to 
fuperintend  its  operations.  What  the  ufe  of  fuch  commiflioncr$ 
could  be  he  was  yet  ts  learn,  unlcfs  it  v/as  a  part  of  their  duty  to 
fee  that  the  agreements  entered  into  with  the  two  fuhlidizing 
powers  fhould  be  duly  executed.  He  diu  not  know  how  this  quc- 
ftion  could  become  a  fubject  uf  debate  in  the  Hji'fe,  unlef*-  they 
had  that  neceilary  informadun.     Until  that  was  obtainod  dicy  muft 
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be  equally  at  a  lofs  to  khow  why  the  inftalnients  had  been  fufpcnded 
in  the  month  of  September,  and  why  they  were  continued  fo  long? 
When  the  extravagance  of  the  terms  was  formerly  objeftcd  to,  1 
diftinfHon  was  taken  between  this  and  the  tJther  treaties  to  which 
it  was  compared;  becaufe^  without  fom'e  fuch  diftinftion,  it 
would  appear  twenty  times  more  difavantageous  than  any  other 
treaty  which  the  country  had  ever  made.  In  the  debate  of  a  for- 
mer mght,  the  dereliction  bf  fome  of  our  allies  was  ftated  as  one 
great  caufe  of  the  reveries  of  the  war ;  and  yet  it  flioiild  fecm  that 
wc  were  ftill  to  pay  the  King  of  Pruflia  for  that  condud  which  was 
productive  of  our  difappointments. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  confidered  the  words  *'  twertty  times 
more  difavantageous"  as  rnndom  inconfiderate  language,  when  a 
reference  was  made  to  the  fubfidiary  treaty  by  which,  in  the  war 
before  laft,  we  granted  to  the  late  King  of  Pruflia  670,000!.  in 
a  year.     Yet  in  that  we  had  no  ftipulation  whatever  that  the  com- 
mand (hould  either  be  given  to  Britifh  officers,  or  that  it  (hould 
be  applied  in  any  way  to  our  particular  advantage.     He  could  not« 
therefore,  well  account   for  the  inaccuracy  of  counting  SyojOOoL 
as  only  a  twentieth  part  of  i,8oo,oool.  which  the  King  of  Pruflia 
was  to  have  received  by  the  late  treaty  bad  the  inflalments  been 
continued.     He  was  far,  however,  fiom  being  ready  to  aflfcrt  diaC 
the  flipulations  of  the  treaty  had  been  fulfilled  by  his  Pniflian  Ma- 
jefty  in  a  manner  fatisfadory  to  this  country,  or  with  all  the  ad- 
vantage that  we  had  reafon  to  exped.     But  that  the  applicatioti  of 
his  arms  was  of  no  fmall  advantage,  notwithftanding,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  campaign,  he  would  certainly  contend  for.     He  alfb  main- 
tained that  the  Britifti  Mini()ers  had  aded  wifely  in  having  advifed 
the  treaty :  that  they  alfo  a<fted  for  the  beft,  in  continuing  the  in- 
ftalments  up  to  laft  September  ;  and  that  the  caufe  of  the  allies  was 
more  benefited  by  the  manner  in  which  the  Pruffians  were  employed^ 
'  than  it  would  have  been  if  we  had  faved  the  money.     To  fay  tfiat 
no  regular  returns  of  the  Pruflian  troops  had  been  tranfmitted  offi- 
cially to  this  country  in  the  fame  manner  as  monthly  returns  were 
.  made  of  our  own  force,  was  by  no  means  faying  that  the  commif- 
faries  had  negleded  to  fend  any  account  whatever  ;  fuch  as  had  been 
tranfmitted  ftiould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  ;  but  that  the  tneaty 
co^itained  no  flipuhtions  for  our  receiving  regular  official  returns^ 
was  a  circumflance  as  open  to  Mr.  Fox's  obfervation  when  it  was 
formerly  difcufled  as  it  was  at  prefent.     Yet,  at  that  time  no  fuch 
obfervation  had  been  made  by  him.     He  concluded  with  moving, 
by  wJ^y  of  amendment  to  this  modon,  that  the  words,  **  together, 
with  an  accoimt  of  the  number  of  troops  which  have  been  em^ 


A.  1795, 


DEBATES. 


97 


ployed  in  concert  with  His  Majefty's  troops,  in  putfuance  of  the 
faid  treaty,"  be  left  out. 

Mr.  FOX  obfervcd  that  the  calculation  he  had  haftily  made  was 
too  high  when  he  (lated  this  treaty  to  be  more  to  our  difavantage, 
than  others  in  \hc  proportion  of  20  to  i;  but  it  was  not  lefs,  after 
ally  than  1 5  to  i .  By  the  treaty  with  the  late  King  of  Pruffia, 
there  were  1 509000  men  allowed  for  670,000!.,  and  in  the  treaty 
with  the  King  of  Sardinia,  50,000  men  were  fubfidived  for 
2oo,oool.,  fo  that  the  three-fifths  of  the  prcfent  treaty  were  as 
1 20,000  men,  and  bear  the  exaft  proportion  of  one  to  fifteen. 
That,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  is  the  calculation,  and  I  beg  pardon  for  my 
former  incorre6lncfs.  He  then  obfervcd  that  it  was  now  too  late  to 
recall  the  i,2oo,oool.  and  as  it  appeared  neceflary  to  have  fome 
cxcufe  for  having  paid,  that  fum,.  the  fuccefs  of  thcfe  foreign  mer- 
cenaries was  talked  of,  when  the  whole  feries  of  the  campaign 
confided  of  difafter  and  difgrace.  ,Mr.  Fox  thought  it  particularly 
hard  for  the  country  that  the  goods  (hould  not  be  remitted  when 
the  money  was  paid.  The  Minider  was  pleafed  to  fay  he  had  ge- 
neral uiformation  upon  the  fubjed ;  would  he  condefgend  to  convey 
to  the  Houfe  a  little  of  that  general  information  ?  if  he  did,  it 
would  then  be  a  quefiion  for  iheHoMfe  to  confidcr  what  ought  to  be 
their  condu£l  upon  fuch  a  fubjedl ;  and  in  judging  of  that,  they 
bught  to  reflefl  that  they  were  the  guardians  of  the  public  purfe, 
and  ot^t'  not  to  fufFer  the  public  treafiire  to  be  thus  wantonly 
wafted.  He  concluded  with  faying  that  this  bufinefs,  in  the  prefent 
Aage  of  it,  was  fo  extraordinary,  and  alarming,  that  he  (hould  think. 
he  did  not  do  his  duty  if  he  did  not  take  the  fcnfe  of  die  Houfc 
upon  the  fubjc6l. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  found  die  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
deemed  it  neccflary  to  eke  out  his  ai^ument  with  a  mis-ftatemcnt. 
When  his  right  honourable  friend  mentioned  the  fuccefs  derived 
fiom  the  aflifiance  of  thefe  fubtidiaries,  he  was  perfcdlly  confident, 
although  their  endeavours  had  been  attended  with  difader ;  for, 
fuch  was  the  connexion  the  one  had  with  the  other,  that  when  they 
a£led  up  to  fuccefs,  and  if  they  failed  unitedly,  the  failure  would 
have  been  much  greater  without  fuch  adidance.  The  failure  was 
of  a  different  fo|t  to  that  of  which  the  complaint  was  made.  If  the 
failure  proceeded  from  a  deficiency  of  number,  according  to  the 
dipulation,  then  blame  was  to  be  attached  ;  but  if  it  prccccdcd 
from  fituation  and  from  circumdance,  or  any  other  remote  caufe, 
the  treaty  was  fuccefsful  as  far  as  their  adidance  tended  ;  and 
though  much  more  might  have  been  hoped  for,  there  was  noriiirg 
farther  to  be  required.  There  was  then  no  real  oppofition  between 
Vol.  XL.  O 
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the  twoqueftions,  that  the  efforts  of  our  allies  had  been  beneficial,, 
and  that  our  failure  had  been  caufcd  by  their  derelidion :  the 
latter,  indeed,  prove  the  former  to  be  true  ;  for  it  appeared  that 
the  treaty,  while  adcd  up  to,  had  produced  the  delired  fuccefs,  lut 
when  our  allies  ceafed  to  acl  conformably  to  it,  then  our  failure 
commenced.  There  was  a  mifrcprefentation  in  ftating  that  Mr. 
Pitt  had  afferted  he  had  no  information  at  all ;  he  had  merely  ftatcd 
he  had  nothing  but  general  information,  which  was  not  fuffxicnt 
to  lay  before  the  Houfe.  The  ftoppagc  of  payment  in  September, 
certainly  tended  to  (hew  that  we  had  the  controul  contended 
for  by  adminiftration  over  the  Pruffian  forces, 

Mr.  Fox  did  not  tliink  that  any  perfon,  except  a  gentleman  of 
fucli  acute  reafoning  as  Mr.  Windham,  could  have  n^zdc  a  diviHoa 
in  the  difaftcrs  of  the  war. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  faid,  as  he  found  the  Pruffian  troops  had 
been  inftrumentul  in  the  fuccefles  of  laft  campaign,  it  might  be 
proper  to  move  for  an  account  of  the  men  which  the  King  of  Pruffia 
employed  in  the  rcduftioji  of  the  French  Weft  India  Iflands. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  wilhcd  that  the  Minifter  would  at  Icaft  confent 
to  have  copies  of  the  corrcfpondcnce  in  which  he  received  his  intel- 
ligence, laid  before  the  Houfe. 

After  a  few  more  obfervations,  Mr.  Fox  perfifting  to  oppofe  the 
Ml nifter's  amendment,  the  Houfe  divided,  when  the  amendment 
was  carried,  the  numbers  being 

For  it,    1 10;  againft  it,   33.     Majority,  77. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  diat  in  addrefling  the  Houfe  upon  a  fub- 
je£t  of  the  moft  important  confidcration,  he  by  no  means  wiflied  to 
mix  his  own  opinions  with  v;hat  hc,(hould  lay  before  them,  but 
limply  to  bring  forward  wliat  was  the  real  ftate  of  fafts.  He  was 
perfectly  well  aware,  that  in  the  prefcnt  calamitous  fituation  of  the 
countr)',  it  might  have  been  expc(£ted  that  he  (hould  dire£l  their  at- 
tention to  the  war  ratlicr  than  to  any  other  topic,  and,  that  to  bring 
forward  another  fubjcdl,  might  appear  to  have  a  tendency  to  divert 
their  attention  from  diat  which  was  the  priilcipal  objcft  of  difcuflion. 
He  was  alfo  aware,  that  there  was  fomcthing  rifqued  by  the  motion 
which  he  was  now  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  as  it  probably  would 
not  meet  with  the  concurrence  of  all  thofe  who,  on  the  firft  night 
of  the  fcflion,  had  exprelTed  their  difapprobation  of  the  war,  and 
that  now  while  an  appearance  of  ftrength  was  gathering  to  the  party 
in  oppofition  to  the  prefcnt  war,  the  effect  might  be  to  produce  a 
degree  of  public  difcouragement,  and  to  diminifti  the  hopes  that 
were  entertained  of  bringing  it  to  a  fpcedy  conclufion.  But  there 
were  fomc  queflions  of  effential  and  deep  importance,    which  no 
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ground  of  expedience,  no  cdnfidcration  of  a  nature  merely  tempo- 
rary, (hould  induce  him  to  forego.  Such  was  the  qucftion  which 
he  (hould  to-night  bring  forward.  The  original  oppofcrs  of  the 
war,  who  had  encountered  fo  much  unpopularity  at  its  outfct  would 
Hand  on  the  fame  ground  on  the  prcfcnt  occafion,  in  fupporting  the 
principles  which  they  had  uniformly  avowed,  whatever  they  might 
hazard  by  the  difcuffion  with  refpedt  to  the  appearance  of  the  ftrength 
of  their  part)'.  Thofe  who  had  joined  them  in  the  oppolkion  to 
war  would  confider  how  far  it  was  incumbent  upon  them  to  fupnort 
the  fame  principles.  But  he  (hould  aflSrm  that  the  prefent  was  the 
very  firft  qucftion  which  thofe  who  wiflied  for  peace  were  bound  to 
fupport.  The  firft  confideration  which  had  been  held  out  by  the 
Cliancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  with  rcfpcd  to  the  neceflity  of  the 
war,  was  the  internal  fituation  of  the  country.  A  view  of  that  fitu- 
ation  was  certainly  in  every  refped  the  moft  important.  Whether 
we  now  looked  to  the  continuance  of  the  war  or  to  the  event  of 
peace,  it  was  of  confequence  to  afccrtain  whether  the  fubjcdls  of 
diis  country  were  afluatcd  by  a  loyal  attachment  to  the  King,  and 
an  unfliaken  zeal  for  the  Conftitution,  or  \tcre  under  the  inlluence 
of  oppoftte  fentimcnts.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Pitt)  had  a(kcd,  if  we  (hould  make  pcr.ce.  What  would  be  the 
eonfequence  of  the  inundation  of  French  principles  into  this  coun- 
try f  He,  for  one,  did  not  dread  the  confequence.  But  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  rightly  taken  his  ground,  if  hefuppofed 
the  people  of  England  aduatcd  by  fcditious  and  treafonable  fenti- 
mcnts,  and  ready  on  the  firft  opportunit}'  to  facritice  all  thebleflings 
which  they  enjoyed  from  the  admirable  form  of  their  Conftitution, 
and  madly  to  deftroy  themfelves.  This  was  the  point  on  which  he 
was  prepared  to  meet  him.  The  qucftion  was  not  whether  die 
Habeas  Corpus  (hould  remain  fufpended  till  Februar)',  though  an 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  had  thought  proper  to  declare, 
by  anticipation,  that  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  things,  ho  (hould  be 
f>f  opinion  that  die  fuTpenfion  ought  to  be  renewed ;  if  he,  (Mr. 
Sheridan)  thought  that  there  remained  no  ground  for  fufpcnding  it, 
no  confideration  of  the  (hortnefs  of  time  would  induce  him  to  with- 
draw his  motion,  he  would  fay,  with  the  father  of  die  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (the  Earl  of  Chatham,)  who,  when  he  was 
a(ked  whether  he  would  fubmit  to  a  tyranny  of  fcrt)*^  days,  anfwer- 
cd.  No ;  he  would  not  confent  that  the  people  of  England  (liould 
be  fettered  and  (hackled  even  for  an  hour :  but  the  qucftion  now 
wa«i.  Whether  the  Habeas  Corpus  (hould  remain  fufpended  for 
ever?  Another  confideration  conneclcd  with  his  motion,  was, 
Wlictlicr  the  reverence  and  rcfpec^  for  the  dccifions  of  juiics,   fo 

O  a 


loo  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  179$. 

intimately  interwoven  with  the  principles  of  the  Britifli  Con(to- 
tion,  and  hitherto  fo  facredly  obfervcd,  fliould,  or  (hould  not  bo 
eradicated  from  the  minds  of  the  people  of  England  ?  In  conduc- 
ing the  prefent  difcuflion,    he  (hould  ai^gue  from  circumftances  as 
they  really  exifted.     He  would  appeal  to  the  gentlemen  on  the  odicr  • 
fide,  with  rcfpedl  to  the  fituation  in  which  this  country  was  now 
placed ;  and  he  would  afk  them,    Whether  they  would  not  accqit 
of  the  compromife,  that  the  fcntimcnts,  numbers  and  force  erf"  the 
focieties,  who  had  been  held  up  as  dangerous^  to  the  Conftitution, 
fliould  remain  exaflly  as  they  were  at  prefent?     But  there  was  no 
fituation  of  things  in  which  thofe  gentlemen  were  not  provided  with 
an  anfwer.     If  it  was  urged  that  the  defigns  of  thofe  focieties  had 
been  checked,  they  would  a(k.    Whether  they  ought  to  withdraw 
the  fecurity  at  the  moment  they  liad  fucceeded  in  repelling  the  dan- 
.  ger  t  If  the  influence  of  the  focieties  was  faid  to  be  increafcd,  they 
would  contend  that  the  force,   which  it  had  been  found  neceflary  to 
oppofe  to  an  inferior  danger,  became  ftill  more  indifpcnfable  when 
the  danger  was  increafed.     If  they  were  called  upon  in  a  time  of 
war,  they  would  alledgc,  tliat  was  not  the  proper  time  to  judge  pf 
the  degree  of  power  to  be  granted  to  the  Executive  Government ; 
if  during  the  interval  of  peace,  they  would  enlarge  upon  the  neccf- 
fity  of  guarding  againft  the  confequcnceS  of  an  intercourfc  with  tfaa 
daring  Republicans  of  France.    There  was  no  fituation  in  which 
Jthey  wou!d  not  be  provided  with  fome  argument  for  fufpending  this 
chief  bulwark  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  Englifhmcn.     The  fuf- 
pendon  would  be  juftified,  not  merely  as  a  guard  againft  the  crima 
oftreafor^,  but,  according  to  the  new  phrafe,  agninft  any  difpofirion 
to  moral  guilt  which  might  be  produflive  of  dangers.     On  fuch 
pretences  would  the  fufpenfion  be  juftified,  and  the  afi  itfelf  never 
again  reftored  ?     He  would  remind  gentlemen  of  the  grounds  on 
which  the  fufpenfion  had^  been  voted :    the  preamble  of  the  ai3 
ftated,   that — "  Wherea§  a  traitorous  and  dcteftable  confpiracy  ha^ 
been  formed  for  fubverting  the  exifting  laws  and  Conftitution,  and 
for  introducing  the  fyftem  of  anarchy  ai^d  confufion  which  has  fo 
fatally  prevailed  in  France,"  &c, 

He  now  came  to  fails.  Did  this  traitorous  deteftablc  conrpincy 
exift,  if,  indeed,  it  had  ever  exifted  at  all  ?  It  would  be  neceflary 
to  prove  not  only  that  it  c.nce  exifted,  but  that  the  fame  danger  ftill 
continued.  Were  they  prepared  to  go  to  the  length  of  thefc  affer- 
tions  ?  He  would  not  ftirink  from  what  he  had  faid  on  a  former  oc- 
cafion,  that  he  confidercd  Mini&rs  as  tlie  fole  fabricators  of  thefc 
plots.  What  he  h  id  then  declared  from  ftrong  furmlfe  and  deep 
fufpicicn  he  was  now  enabled  to  repeat  from  the  evidence  pif  hO^. 
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flc  had,  at  his  back,  the  verdhSs  of  repeated  juries,  who  had  ne- 
gatived the  exigence  of  any  fuch  plot.  But  the  opinion  of  juries 
had  been  lately  treated  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  was  almoft  afraid 
to  quote  their  authority:  but  he  would  remind  a  learned  gentleman 
(Sir  John  Mitford,)  that  for  language  much  Icfs  unconftitutional  than 
he  had  employed,  with  refpe<ft  to  the  verdiils  of  thcfe  juries,  a 
learned  Serjeant  had  formerly  been  committed  to  prifon  by  the 
Houfc  of  Commons.  That  learned  gentleman  had  told  them, 
that  the  acquittal  of  a  jury  did  not  declare  the  man  innocent,  it 
only  exempted  him  from  being  tried  again  upon  the  fame  charge* 
He  had  always  underdood,  that  it  was  a  maxim  of  the  law  of  Eng-* 
land,  that  every  man  was  prefumed  to  be  innocent,  till  he  was 
found  guilty.  But  fo  for  from  this  being  the  cafe,  he  was  now 
told,  that  not  even  the  acquittal  of  a  jury  ellablifhed  his  innocence^ 
cff  rcftorcd  him  to  his  former  place  in  fociety.  Much  ftrefs  was 
laid  upon  the  decifion  of  a  grand  jury.  He  did  not  reft  much  upon 
that,  more  efpecially  as  he  underftood  that  fome  degree  of  manage- 
ment had  been  employed  in  forming  that  grand  jury.  Letters  were 
ibnt  round,  one  of  which  he  now  held  in  his  hand,  difpenfing  with 
ihc  attendance  of  ibme  who  might  otherwife  have  fat  on  that  grand 
jury ;  and  fo  far  as  that  went,  had  the  cffed  of  packing  them.-^ 
fiut  he  could  not  certainly  regard  the  authority  of  any  grand  jury  as 
of  much  weight,  if  after  the  prifoner  wa^  put  upon  his  trial,  by 
their  finding  a  bill  againft  him,  he  was  ftill,  by  the  liberal  fpirit  of 
the  law  of  England,  to  be  confidered  innocent  till  he  was  found 
guilty  by  a  verdict  of  his  peers.  An  honourable  gentleman  (Mr^ 
Windham,)  had  gone  even  farther  than  the  learned  character  to 
whom  he  had  alluded  ;  he  had  thrown  down  the  gauntlet  to  his 
ri^t  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox).  —  How  far  it  was  prudent  or 
proper  in  that  gentleman  fo  to  do,  he  would  not  take  upon  him  tq 
determine,  efpecially  when  he  recollected  that  on  a  former  occa* 
iion,  he  had  declared  that  he  would  not  give  up  the  title  of  his 
firiend  till  his  right  honourable  friend  had  firft  given  him  a  hint  for 
that  purpofe.  The  neighbourhood  into  which  the  honourable  gen* 
tleman  had  lately  got,  had,  perhaps,  impaired  his  memory.  He 
had  not  waited  for  the  iiint ;  he  had  now  renounced  the  title.— 
"Nor  was  fuch  a  hint  to  be  expcdled  from  his  right  honourable  friend 
by  thofe  who  knew  with  what  ftrength  of  attachment  he  clung  tq 
all  thofe  of  whom  he  had  been  accuftomed  to  think  favourably,  and 
how  unwilling  he  was  to  give  up  any  who  had  once  formed  claims 
upon  his  friendftiip.  Now,  however,  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  voluntarily  difelaimed  the  conne^lion,  he  had  no  hefita- 
tion  to  declare  that  he  Ihould  henceforth  meet  liim  on  tlic  ground  of 
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•fair  and  avowed  hoftility.  That  honourable  gentlcnran,  next  to 
-another  perfon,  had  been  the  principal  inftrument  of  bringing  the 
country  into  the  calamitous 'fituatipn  in  which  it  was  now  placed. 
He  truftcd  that  he  had  abilities  to  extricate  it  from  the  difficulties 
of  diat  fituation.  At  any  rate  he  knew  that  he  had  boldnefs  to  wait 
the  refponfibility  which  would  ultimately  attach  to  all  the  authors  of 
the  prefent  war.  Except  indeed,  there  was  fomething  in  the  fup- 
port  of  the  war  that  corrupted  and  degraded  die  human  heart,  he 
fhould  have  thought  that  the  honourable  gentleman  would  have  been 
the  laft  of  all  men  to  apply  to  perfons  acquitted  by  juries  of  their 
cx)untr)'',  the  opprobrious  epithet  of  acquitted  felons.  There  might 
have  been  fome  ground  for  this  epithet,  if  thofe  perfons  l^d  owed 
their  efcape  to  any  flaw  in  the  indidtment,  or  to  any  deficiency  of 
technical  forms ;  it  might  then  have  been  urged  that  they  were  not 
entitled  by  the  verdict  of  a  jury  to  a  regeneration  of  chara(3cr,  and 
were  ftill  to  be  confidered  in  the  light  in  which  the  honourable  gen-r 

,  tleman  had  placed  them,  as  men  branded  with  guilt  and  outcaft* 
from  fociety.  He  would  not  fay  that  every  man  acquitted  was 
therefore  innocent ;  there  could  be  ho  rule  of  tliat  fort  without  an 
exception  ;  a  criminal  might  owe  his  acquittal  to  a  flaw  in  the  in- 
diftment  or  a  failure  of  the  evidence.  It  had  been  ftated  the  other 
night  that  a  perfon  might  be  charged  with  murder  who  had  only 
been  guilty  of  houfe-brcaKing,  and  becaufe  he  was  not  found  guilty 
upon  the  firfl  charge,  was  he  therefore  to  be  confidered  as  a  pure 
and  honourable  chara6Vcr.  But  did  the  men  who  had  lately  been 
acquitted  Hand  in  that  fituation?  If  there  was  any  cafe  in  which 
the  verdict  of  a  jury  went  completely  to  eftablifh  the  innocciKC  of 

-  the  party  accufcd,  it  ought  to  be  with  rcfpedl  to  the  charge  of  high 
trc.ifv)n.  Tiint  charge,  it  was  to  be  recollected,  eame  with  the 
highclt  authority,  and  with  a  degree  of  influence -which  itwasdiffi* 
cult  for  any  individual  to  rcfift.  It  was  to  be  recollected  too,  that 
with  refpcct  to  the  crime  of  high  trcafon  die  country  itfelf  was  both 
party  and  judge,  fincc  he  who  confpires  aguinft  the  life  of  the  King, 
confpires  at  the  fame  time  againft  the  peace  of  the  country. 

With  refpeiSt  to  the  chaise  of  levying  war,  it  was  pofiible  that 
the  party  accufed  might  efcape  from  the  incompetency  of  the  evi- 
dence ;  but  with  refpcct  to  the  charge  of  compafling  and  ima-i 
gining  the  King's  death,  the  intention  itfelf  conitituted  the  crime  ; 
and  if  the  jury  had  in  their  own  minds  a  convidtion  of  the  cri- 
minal intention,  and  there  was  fufficicnt  proof  of  the  overt  a6t, 
they  were  bound  to  find  their  vcrdid  Guilt}^  Mr.  Sheridan 
fiid,  he  would  now  put  it,  whether  in  tlie  cOurfc  of  the  late 
trials,  aiiy  thing  tliat  could  have  been  brought  forward  sgaialt  th.« 
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prifoners  was  omitted  from  any  want  of  time  or  attention  ?   He  had 
heard,  indeedi  a  learned  gentleman  (the  Solicitor  General)  fay,  that 
the  jury,  if  they  had  known  all  tliat  he  did,  would  have  found  their 
vcrdi<£l  differently.     But  he  conceived  that  he  muft  have  been  aflecp 
at  the  time,  otherwife  it  muft  be  inferred  that  he  liad  negledlcd  to 
ftate  to  the  jury  all   that  he  knew,  and  had  thereby  (hewn  himfelf 
difqualificd  for  the  place  which  he  held,  a  confeflion  which  he  furely 
would  not  wifti  to  make  to  the  gentlemen  along  with  whom  he  fat, 
far  Icfs  to  thofe  on  the  other  fide.     He  could  not  mean  that  any . 
tiling  farther  had  fince  come  to  his  knowledge,  fince  he  had  him- 
felf admitted  that  the  cffeft  of  thofe  acquittals  went  to  prevent  the 
parties  from  being  again  tried  on  the  fame  charge.     No  pains  had 
furely  been  fparcd  to  being  thofe  perfons  to  a  con  vidiion,  if  they  had 
been  really  guilty^     A  Report  of  that  Houfc  was  brought  forward, 
containing  almoft  every  tiling  that  was  afterwards  brought  out   in 
evidence,  and  that  was  followed  by  the  dccifion  of  the  grand  jury. 
Neither  could  it  be  contended  that ,  there  was  any  want  of  time ; . 
fome  of  the  perfons  tried  were  taken  up  in  May  ;  the  fix  mondis 
previous  to  their  trial  were  employed  in  coUefling  and  arranging 
evidence  ;  a  tafk    in  which  many  refpeftable  perfons,  urged  by  a 
fenfe  of  what  they  conceived  to  be  their  duty  to  their  country,  were 
induced  to  take  an  adive  part.     Neither  was  there  any  deficiency 
of  legal  ability  ;  twelve  gentlemen  of  the  grcateft  profcflional  emi- 
nence, whofc  talents  were  adequate  to  any  caufe,  were  retained  on 
the  fide  of  the  Crown,  at  an  cxpence  of  upwards  of  eight  thoufand 
pounds,  independently  of  the  bill  of  the  Solicitor  to  the  Treafury. 
[Mr.  Sheridan  here  read  the  lift  of  the  names  of  the  Counfel  for  the 
profecution — the  Attorney  General,  the  Solicitor  General,     Mr. 
Anftrutlier,  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair,  Mr.  Bearcroft,  Mcflirs.  Bower, 
Law,  and  Garrow,   King's  Counfel ;  Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  Baldwin, 
and  Mr.  Percival.]     The  Attorney  General,  continued  he,  aflTurcs 
mc  that  he  exerted  his  abilities  gratuitoufly  ;  an  example  which,   I 
truft,   will  be  imitated,  and  for  which  I  give  him  credit,  though  I 
cannot  approve  of  his  do6lrines  of  high  treafon  ;  doftrines  which, 
if  they  were  once  to  be  admitted,  no  man  could,  in  my  opinion,  be 
fafc  ;  nor  yet  of  the  deteftable  evidence  of  fples,  fo  much  reforted 
to  in  the  condudl  of  the  profecution.     Such  an  array  could  only  in- 
deed have  been  encountered  by  the  abilities  and  eloquence  of  my 
honourable  friend  (Mr.  Erfkine),  who,  by  his  condud  on  th^t  oc-t 
caiion,  acquired  the  highcft  honour,  but  to  whom  all  profcflional 
hctnour  was  become  fuperfluous,  and  therefore  he  may  deem  it  for- 
tunate  that  he  was  aflbciated  with  Mr.  Gibbs,  who  defervedly  comes 
in  for  a  Iharc  of  credit  in  die  tranfadlion.     No  exertions  Icfs  vig 
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iDUty  fM>  abilities  leTs  fpkndid,  would  have  been  (uflicient  to  with* 
fiand  the  weight  of  authority  and  of  evidence  with  which  it  was  at- 
tempted to  cru(h  and  overwhelm  the  prifonert.  But  perhaps  the 
gentlemen  engaged  in  the  profecution  will  contend  that  they  did  ndt 
briilg  a  fufficient  number  of  witneffes  ;  that  they  were  willing  to 
fpnre  the  trouble  of  perfons  engaged  in  diifcrent  occupations,  and 
reiiding  in  didant  parts  of  the  country.  How  far  this  is 'the  cafe, 
faid  Mr.  Sheridan,  will  appear  from  a  paper  which  I  (hall  now 
read,  the  lift  of  the  witneffes  fummoned  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Joyce, 
who  was  never  tried.  [Here  Mr.  Sheridan  read  an  abftradl  of  the 
lift  ;  it  confided  of  22  perfons  from  the  Secretary  of  State's  Office, 
and  underftrappersi  45  Jailors,  Juftices,  and  Conftables;  23 
people  in  prifon  ;  28  Law)'crs  and  Lawyers*  clerks  ;  17  Scotch- 
men, who  never  faw  Mr.  Joyce  ^,13  Printers  and  Bookfcllers  ;  49 
common  informers,  &c.  amounting;  in  all,  to  207  witneffes  3""" 
There  was  one  circumftance  to  be  noticed  ;  many  of  thofe  who 
were  brought  forward  to  give  evidence,  were  kept  in  prifon  for  a 
confidcrable  time,  till  they  were  wanted  for  that  purpofe  ;  there  they  ' 
were  cooped  up,  half  witneffes  and  half  principals,  till  the  day  of 
trial;  and  yet,  to  the  men*  who  had  "been  placed  in  this  (ituation, 
many  of  whom  had  loft  their  bufincfs,  and  been  hurt  in  their  cha- 
ra6^er,  not  the  fmallcft  compcnfation  had  been  given  ;  he  would 
not  fay,  becaufe  they  had  failed  in  giving  an  evidence  which  might 
have  been  favourable  to  the  views  of  the  profecution  ;  fome  of  them 
had  been  fent  back  to  Sheffield,  with  three  pounds  to  defray  their 
cxpenccs-  With  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  proccedingis 
had  been  conduSed,  at  leaft  no  labour  had  been  fpared.  The  firft 
fpeech  on  the  trials  took  up  no  lefs  a  fpace  than  nine  hours.  Had 
he  been  in  the  fituation  of  a  juryman,  the  very  circumftance  of  an 
Attorney  General  taking  nine  hours  to  tell  him  of  an  overt  aft  of 
high  treafon,  would  have  been  a  reafon  why  he  fliould  have  given 
as  his  opinion,  that  he  could  not  believe  it,  and  that  it  could  not 
poflibly  be  true.  The  whole  procedure  on  the  profecution,  was  a 
piece  of  delicate  clock-work,  a  fort  of  filligree  net,  too  flight  to  hold  a 
robuft  traitor,  and  yet  fo  contrived  as  to  let  all  the  leffer  cafes  of  libel 
and  fedition  efcape-  The  very  intricacy  and  labour  of  the  proceed- 
ing was,  to  his  mind,  the  moft  fatisfadtory  teftimony  that  the  cafe 
could  not  be  fupported  on  the  grounds  of  fubftantial  evidence  and 
conftitutional  principles.  If  he  was  afkcd,  Did  there  not  appear, 
from  thefe  trials,  inftances  of  fedition  ?  He  had  no  heCtation  to  fay, 
that  they  exhibited  inftances  of  many  grofs  and  fcandalous  libels. 
He  was  ready  to  admit  that  there  were  in  the  Societies  mifchicvous 
men  intent  on  mifchievous  purpofes.     There  were  others  aftuated 
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by  cnthufiafm,  wTioni  he  could  not  confidet  in  the  fanie  light,  be- 
caufe  It  was  that  fort  of  cnthtifiafrh  iH^hidi  had  adhrated  men  of  the 
purcft  minds.  As  to  the  phrafes  Convention,  &c.,  in  which  they 
had  affcded  an  imrt^'on  and  apprcil^ation  of  ^e  proceedings  of  the 
French,  the  worft  that  could  be  faid  of  them  was,  that  they  were 
contemptibly  fbolifh. 

He  had  attended  the  trials,  he  faid,  from  a  principle  of  duty. 
—He  was  of  opinion  that  every  man  who  loved  the  ConftituHon, 
and  who  thought  that  it  was  endangered  by  falfe  alarms,  would 
feel  it  incumbent  on  fuch  an  occafion  to  attend  trials  which  he  con- 
fidcrcd  as  originating  from  miniftcrial  artifice ;  and  to  watch  the 
condu6t  of  the  CroWn  lawyers,  and  of  the  judges,  in  order  to  avert 
thofc  calamides  from  the  country,  in  which,  at  former  times,  it 
had  been  involved,  to  prevent  that  moft  dreadful  of  all  wars— a 
war  of  plots  and  confpiracies ;  wars  in  which  the  pureft  blood  had 
been  fhcd  by  the  moft  deftrudivfc  of  all  weapons,  the  perjured 
tongues  of  fpies  and  informers.     That  there  was  no  real  danger 
appeared  from  the  declaration  of  the  Chief  Juftice  Eyre,  who,  in 
fumming  up  on  one  of  the  trials,  ftated,  that  it  was  an  oftcnt^tious 
and  boafting  confpinicy,  and  that  it  was  much  in  favour  of  the 
accufed,  diat  they  had  neither  men,  money,  nor  zeal  to  effc6l  the 
purpofcs  with  whiA  they  were  charged.     On  the  firft  trial  one 
pike  was  produced ;  tiiat  was  afterwards  withdrawn  from  mere 
(name.     A  formidable  inftrument  was  talked  of  to  be  employed 
ag^inft  die  cavalry  ;  it  appeared  upon  evidence  to  be  a  te-totum  in 
a  window  at  Sheffield.     There  was  a  camp  in  a  back  Ihop,  an 
arfcaal  provided  with  nine  mufkcts,  and  an  exchequer  containing 
nine  pounds  and  one  bad  (liilling ;  all  to  be  directed  againft  the 
whole  armed  force  and  eftablKhed  Government  of  Great  Britain. 
Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  he,  in  the  firft  inftance,  had  (hewn  the 
moft  obftinate  incredulity  with  rcfpccl  to  all  the  rumours  of  a  plot. 
He  endeavoured  to  call  to  mind  whether  the  prefent  Miniftry  had, 
in  any  former  inftance,  availed  thcmielvcs  of  a  fimilar  artifice. 
He  recolledled  that  in  the  year  1783,  at  the  period  when  the  coa- 
'  lition  took  place,  they  reprcfcntcd  thofc  who  were  engaged  in  that 
mcafure  as  fetting  up  a  fourth  party  in  the  State,  as  wifliing  to  fu- 
pcrccde  the  authority  of  the  King,  and  to  deftroy  the  Conftitution, 
and  had  actually  pcrfuaded  many  wdl-meaning  people  at  the  time 
to  be  of  that  opinion,  and  to  regard  the  authors  of  the  mcafurc  as 
enemies  to  their  country,  whofe  deftrud^ion  was  nccelTary  for  the 
prcfcrvation  of  the  Cftabii/hed  Government.     He  rccolle»fted  too, 
that  die  very  men  who  had  fct  up  the  coalition  were  now  in  the 
Cabinet,  and  that  the  charge  brought  againft  them  muft  therefore 
Vol.  XL..  ^ 
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have  been  falfe,  and  an  inftance  of  fuccefsful  deception.     He  w9ls 
more  confirmed  in  his  perfuaiion  of  the  trick  when  he  looked  to  the 
condudl  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  who  had 
adopted  the  policy  of  keeping  open  the  door  of  reform,  that  be 
might  get  himfelf  out  by  it,  and  vrhofe  fyftem  it  had  uniformly  been 
on  that  queftion,  to  do  ju'fl  as  much  as  might  nouri(h  hope,  and 
yet  difcourage  effort.    He  recolleSed  that  the  Society  of  the  Friends 
of  the  People  had  been  infticuted  by  one  whom  he  could  name  only 
to  honour,  that  it  originally  confided  of  a  hundred  perfons,  of 
whofe  charafters  it  would  not  become  him  to  fpeak,  fince  he  him* 
felf  had  the  honour  to  be  one  of  the'  number.     That  Society,  had 
at  its  firft  formation  been  reprefented  as  more  pernicious  than  anj" 
of  the  others ;  they  had  been  held  out  both  in  that  and  in  the  other 
Houfe  as  men,  whofe  exiftence  was  incompatible  with  the  fafetyof 
the  Conftitution.     Their  firft  inftitution  had  been  followed  by  a 
Royal  proclamation,  in  order  to  fccure  the  country  from  the  infec- 
tion of  their  principles.      In  what  light  had  that  Society  been  held 
out  on  the  late  trials  r  That  very  Society  had  been  reprefented  as 
the  faviours  of  the  country,  as  the  (landards  of  political  orthodoxy, 
and  it  had  been  reprefented  as  the  blackeft  aggravation  of  the  guilt 
of  other  Societies,  that  they  had  not  fufferexi  themfelves  to  be  guided 
by  them,  that  they  had  not  implicitly  adopted  their  princ'ples,  or 
concurred  in  their  proceedings.     This  he  could  not  help  regarding 
as  the  fecond  inftance  of  fuccefsful  deception.     The  proclamation 
afterwards  ilTued  previous  to  the  calling  out  of  the  militia,  and  the 
atfembling  of  Parliament  put  into  the  mouth  of  His   Majefty  an 
expreflfion  which  was  not  true,  namely,  that  there  exifted  infurrcc- 
tions  in  the  country.      It  might  be  urged  that  at  that  time  there  was 
great  appearance  of  danger^  and  that  it  was  better  to  prevent  the 
meditated  mifchicf  than  to  wart  for  its  arrival.      In  fuch  a  cafe 
Minifters  too  would  have  done  better  to  have  taken  the  refponfibiiiqf 
to  themfelves,  and  applied /to  Parliament  for  a  Bill  of  Indemnity. 
He  had  on  a  former  occafion  taken  notice  of  all  the  arts  which  were 
at  that  time  employed  to  propagate  alarm  ;  of  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond throwing  himfelf  into  the  Tower  in  the  middle  of  the  nigjit ; 
of  the  mail-coach  being  retarded,  and  carrying  with  it  the  inoft  dif- 
mal  reports  of  the  ftate  of  the  metropolis,  fo  that  every  perfon  who 
arrived  in  a  poft-chaife  expeifteci  to  find  that  all  London  was  in  a 
fl^me.      He  had  then  furmifed  that  all  this  was  the  efFeft  of  mere 
>political  artifice ;  he  now  found  his  fufpicion  confirmed  by  fa<Ss. 
During  the  courfe  of  the  trials,  he  had  heard  the  evidence  bf  the 
fpies  of  Government,  no  part  of  which  went  to  fanflion  the  alarm 
wiiich  had  been  fo  induftrioufly  propagated.     It  followed  therefore. 
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cither  that  Minifters  were  deceived  by  their  own  fpies,  and  had 
thcrcbv  (hewed  themfclves  unfit  for  the  fituation  which  theV  held, 
or  that  they  had  aded  upt^n  an  alarm,  which  they  did  not  feel,  to 
atifwer  the  infamous  purpofes  of  their  own  ambition,  and  to  delude 
the  people  into  a  wicked  and  a  ruinous  war.      At  the  time  every 
body  admitted  that  the  mcafures  of  Miniftry  were  extraordinary  ; 
but  fomcrhing  they  faid  muft  corne  out.      Papers  notorioufly  in  the 
pay  of  MiuiHers,  even  took  upon  them  to  mention  the  particulars  of 
the  plot,  and  to  name  the  perfons  concerned.    He  had  then  moved 
for  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  to  enquire  into  the  fubjed  :  his  mo- 
tion was  negatived  becaufe  Minifters  knew  that  no  fueh  plot  had 
ever  exifted.      If  a  Government  wanted  a  plot,  plots,  like  other 
commodities,  would  be  brought  to  die  market.      Had  his  motion 
been  adopted  when  it  was  firft  pr()ix)red,  it  would  have  then  refuted 
the  libel  on  the  chara6lcr  of  the  people  of  England.     The  right  ho- 
nourable'gentleman,  in  a  more  advanced  ftage  of  the  bufinefs,  had 
come  forward  with  a  motion  for  a  Secret  Committee.      It  did  not 
become  him  to  fay  that  tlie  Members  who  compofed  that  Committee 
were  not  highly  refpef^able,  they  were  chofcn  by  ballot,  and  there- 
fore, no  doubt,  pcrfc^'^Iy  independent;  but  it  was  well  known  that 
every  fuch  elcdlion  by  ballot  was  determined  by  previous  agreement; 
and  he  had  himfelf  prcvioufly  read  the  names  of  1 3  or  1 4  Members 
who  were  to  be  in  that  Committee,  and  he  muft  fay,  that  it  was 
a  circumftance  of  fufpicion  that  they  refortcd  to  this  modcof  chufuig 
a  Secret  Committee,  rather  than  that  of  naming^the  Members  over 
the  table,  as  had  been  ^':\x\t  on  another  important  occaficn.      A  Re- 
port was  prefented  to  that  Committee,  cjt  and  dry,  and  by  fome  of 
them,  he  would  venture  to  fay,  adopted  without  much  examination. 
In  fpcaking  of  the, gen clc men  who  compofed  that  Committee,  he 
felt  fome  degree  of  de!ic:icy ;  tlity  were  not  now  all  here ;  they 
were  fo  much  .alarmed  that  thev  did  not  confider  that  Houfe  as  a 
place  of  fufficient  fccurity,  and  had  taken  refuge  in  the  Upper  Houfe. 
A  Coronet,   the  reward  of  their  feafonable  apprehenfions,  would, 
they  thought,  be  moll  likely  to  fecure  the  head  of  the  owner  from 
future  danger.      While  the  Committee  were  fitting  upon  this  Re- 
port, which  had  been  in  preparation  for  five  or  fix  months,  two 
notes  were  fent,  one  to  his  right  honourable  friend,  (Mr.  Fox)  and 
another  to  him,  informing  them  that  fomething  important  was  to 
take  place  in  the  Houfe  of  Comnwns.     This  was  all  the  intimation 
whicli  was  thnugfit  rteceffary  to  precede  a  fufpenfion  of  the  chief  bul- 
wark of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  Englilhmen.     Upn  hearing  only 
a  moiety  of  the  Report  from  the  Minil^er,  the  fuip      on  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus  A^St  was  propofed.     Seveiiteen  divifion;>  had,  on 

Pa 


io8  PARLIAMENTARY  A*i79> 

that  occaHon,  taken  place  on  his  Me  of  the  Hpufc ;  and  he  (houl4 
ever  regard  the  (hare  which  he  had  taken  in  that  meafure  as  the  inoft 
meritorious  part  of  his  parliamentary  conduft.  In  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  the  bufinefs  was  not  conduifted  (b  haftily :  their  LcH'd^bips 
were  prcfented  with  pikesi  with  drawings,  with  male  and  female 
fcrews :  tlieir  noble  natures  were  not  fo  eafily  to  be  roufed  ;  it  ¥ras 
rteceffary  that  they  (hould  be  prefented  with  fome  ocul^u:  demoi^lra- 
tion  of  the  danger :— ^ 

**  Segmus  irritant  animos  dimiffa  per  aurem, 
^atn  quajunt  oculis  JubjeSla  fidelibus" 

• 

He  was  almoft  afhamed  to  fay,  that  the  fufpenfion  of  tlic  Habeas 
Corpus  A(S  was  not  a  matter  of  flight  or  trivial  confideration.  He 
here  quoted  ths  opinion  of  Sir  Edward  Coke  on  the  importance  of 
tlie  Habeas  Corpus,  which  concludes  "that  without  the  enjoyment 
of  this  privilege  we  arc  no  longer  any  thing  more  than  bondfincn. 
There  remains  no  diftin(5tion  between  tlie  freeman  and  the.flavc — 
the  living  and  the  dead."  He  then  proceeded  to  quote  the  more 
recent  opinions  of  Judge  Blackftone,  in  the  following  extradl  from 
his  chapter  on  the  rights  of  perfons.     ScdV.  II. 

"  Of  great  importance  to  the  Public  is  the  prefervation  of  this  pcrional 
liberty  :  ior  if  once  it  were  left  in  the  power  of  any  the  higbcll  magif- 
trate  \o  imprifon  arbitrarily  whoinrvcr  he  or  his  officers  thought  proper, 
(as  in  France  it  is  daiJy  prartifed  by  the  Crown)  there  would  <bon  be  an 
end  of  all  other  rights  and  iinmuniries.  Some  have  thought,  that  unjuil 
attacks,  even  upon  life,  or  property,  at  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  inagi{^ 
trate,  are  Icfs  dangerous  to  the  commonwfalth,  than  fuch  as  are  made 
vipon  the  perfonal  liberty  of  the  fuhjedV.'  To  bereave  a  man  of  life,  or  by 
violence  to  confifcate  his  cftiite,  without  accufation  or  trial,  would  be  to 
grofs  and  notorious  an  a^lofdefpotifm^  as  mud  at  once  convey  thealamx 
of  tyranny  throughout  the  whole  kingdom  :  but  confinement  of  the  pcr- 
fon,  by  fecretly  hurryinp^  him  to  gaol,  where  his  fufferings  arc  unknowa 
or  forgotten,  is  a  Icfs  public,  a  Icfs  ftriking,  and  therefore  a  more  danger- 
4>us  engine  of  arbiimry  Government.  And  yet  fomctimcs,  when  the 
State  is  in  real  danger,  even  this  may  be  a  neceffary  meafure.  But  the 
liappinefs  of  our  Conflitution  isj  that  it  is  not  left  to  the  Executive  Power 
*to  determine  when  the  danger  of  the  State  is  fo  great,  as  to  render  this 
meafure  expedient:  for  it  is  the  Parliament  only,  or  Legiflative  Power, 
that,  whenever  it  fees  proper,  can  authorize  the  Crown,  by  fufpendtng 
the  Habeas  Corpus  ajSl  for  a  fliort  and  limited  time,  to  imprifon  fufpe^c4 
perfons  without  giving  any  reafon  for  fo  doing;  as  the  oenatc  of  Rome 
was  wont  to  have  recourfc  to  a  didator,  a  magiftrate  of  abfolute  autho* 
rity,  when  they  judged  the  Republic  in  any  imminent  danger.  The  de- 
cree of  the  Senate,  which  ufually  preceded  the  nomination  of  this  magif- 
trate,  dent  cperam  conJuUs^  nt  quid  refpuhlica  dcinmtnti  capiat^  was  called 
\\\t  fcnatus  confultum  ultimae  nccejjiiatis^  In  like  manner  this  experiment 
ought  only  to  be  tried  in  cafes  of  extreme  emergency ;  and  in  thcfc  the 
lutioQ  parts  with  its  liberty  for  a  while,  in  order  to  preferve  it  for  eTer.** 
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If  the  pofuiGn  of  this  &mous  lawyer  be  true,  if  a  fu^penfica  ef 
the  Habeas  Corpus  can  be  compared  to  nothing  but  a  meafurf 
irhich  fufpends  the  whole  of  the  Conftitutk>n,  it  ought  furcly  only 
to  take  place  in  cafes  of  the  moft  urgent  and  abfolute  neceffity.  H^ 
would  aik  whether  the  prefent  was  a  cafe  of  fuch  extreme  emerT 
gency.  If  any  man  believed  that  the  people  of  this  country  were. 
infected  with  treafonable  principles,  and  difpofed  to  overturn  thf 
Government,  he  might  then  be  juftified  in  holding  fuch  an  opinion  | 
but  if  anv  man  believed  that  the  chara£Vcriftic  feature  of  the  En- 
gli(h  nation  was  a  fbber,  fettled,  and  fteady  attachment  to  thi? 
Ccnftitution,-  it  was  incumbent  on  him  to  call  for  an  immediate  re- 
peal  of  the  a<Sl  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus.  Sych  was  the  c^-* 
xiion,  which  had  been  confirmed  by  repeated  verdict*  of  a  jury, 
verdi6ls  which  went  completely  to  do  a^jiay  the  idea  of  any  confpir 
racy  having  ever  exifted  in  the  country.  He,  for  one,  would  not 
yrvsit  till  Mini  iters  (hould  cxercife  their  ingenuity  in  the  fabrication 
of  new  plots,  or  fliould  have  time  to  propagate  frefli  alarms ;  h^ 
,  vould  call  upon  them  immediately  to  reftore  to  the  people  thofc 
rights,  without  which  they  could  neither  refpedt  themfelves,  acr 
the  Government  under  which  they  lived. 

I  feel  myfelf,  faid  Mr.  Sheridan,  as  if  contending  for  a  m©r 
lancholy  truth  with  Minifters,  when  I  aflure  them  that  fuch  is  the 
itatc  of  the  countr)'-,  and  fuch  is  the  loyAlty  of  the  people,  that  thq^ 
arc  firmly  attached  to  the  Conftitution,  and  difpofed  quietly  to  enjoy 
its  bleffings,.  without  any  idea  of  either  attempting  the  perfon  of  His 
Majeity,  or  cutting  the  throats  of  one  another,  I  (hall  hear  then 
not  of  a  plot,  but  of  the  exiftence  of  a  propcnfity  to  roprai  guilt,  9s 
juftifying  a  continuance  of  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus.  I 
will  not  fay  that  t;here  have  been  no  inftances  of  fedition  ;  but  I  will 
affirm  even  that  the  evidence  of  thefe  appears  in  fo  que(tionable  a 
flnj^e  as  ought  to  excite  your  fufpicion.  It  is  fup ported  by  a  fyftem 
of  fpics  and  infonners,  a  fyftem  which  has  been  carried  to  a  greater 
extent  under  the  prefent  Adminiftration,  than  in  any  former  period 
of  the  hiftory  of  the  country.  I  will  not  fay  that  there  is  no  Go- 
vernment in  Europe  which  does  not  ftand  in  need  of  the  afliftance 
of  fpics  ;  but  I  will  affirm,  that  the  Government  which  avails  it- 
fdf  of  fuch  fupport  does  not  exift  for  the  happinefs  of  the  people. 
It  is  a  fyftemi  which  is  calculated  to  engender  fufpicion,  and  to  be- 
get hoftility ;  it  not  only  dcftroys  all  confidence  between  man  and 
man,  but  between  the  governors  and  the  governed  ;  where  it  does 
not  find  fedition,  it  creates  it.  —  It  rcfembles  in  its  operations  the 
condud  of  the  father  of  all  fpics  and  informers,  the  Devil,  who 
introduced  himfflf  into  Paradife  not  only  to  inform  bi9  own  Pandc- 
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monium  of  the  ftatc  of  that  region,  but  to  deceive  and  betray  the 
inhabitants.     The  fpy,  in  order  to  avoid  fufpicion,  is  obliged  to  af- 
lume  an  appearance  of  zeal  and  a6\ivity  \  he  is  the  firft  to  difienii- 
natc  the  do6lrines  of  fedition,  or  to  countenance  the  defigns  of  vio- 
lence ',  he  deludes  the  weak  by  the  fpecioufnefs  of  his  ar^umcnty, 
and  enflames  the  turbulent  by  the  fury  of  his  7£al.      It  muft  have 
made  a  man's  heart  bum,  to  hear  the  fort  of  evidence  brought  for- 
ward by  thcfe  fpics  on  the  late  trials.      A  wretch  of  the  nan^e  of 
Lynp.Ti  faid,  that  in  his  capacity  of  delegate  to  one  of  the  focictics, 
he  had  incurred  fufpicion,    liad  been  tried  by  the  other  delegates, 
and  honourably  acquitted.     The  counfel  for  the  profecution,  could 
hear  fuch  a  declaration  with  unblufhino;  countenances.      Bv  what 
means  had  he  been  acquitted,  but  by  pretences  of  fuperior  zeal,  and 
more  furious  exertion.      I  wifii   the  honourable  gentleman,  vho 
called  the  pcrfons  who  had  been  tried,  acquitted  felons,  had  been 
jjrefent  when  fuch  witneffes  were  examined  againft  them  ;  I  wi(h  he 
had  been  prefent  when  the  Chief  Baron    (Macdonald)    addreffcd 
Mr.  Thclwall,  not  as  an  acquitted  felon,  but  as  having  obtained  a 
vcrdi(3,  which  was  honourable  to  his  character,  and  exhorted  him 
in  a  tone  of  the  utmoft  gcntlcnefs,  to  employ  his  talents  in  future, 
for  purpofes  ufcful  to  his  country.     The  manner  in  wluch  that  ad- 
drefs  was  made,  was  fit  and  becoming  the  ch:^ra6ler  of  the  jucjge 
by  whom  it  was  delivered,    as  well  as  refpedVtut  to  the  perfcn  to 
whom  it  was  direfted.    Of  whatevcrr  indifcretion  the  perfons  who 
had  been  tried  had  been  g'lilty,  it  will  not  be  difputed  by  thofe 
who  iiave  attended  to  their  cafe,  that  they  have  ft:cling  hearts,  that 
they  arc  alive  to  every  fenfc  of  indignity,  and  that  they  mud  have 
been  deeply  wounded  by  tl'^c  opprobrious  epithet  applied  to  them  by 
the  honourable  gentleman.      I  truft  this  is  fufficient  to  induce  him 
to  make  the  only  reparation  nw  in  his  povcr,  by  thcfpeedieft  rc- 
cantalion  of  his  hafty  and  ill  judged  cxprcflion.      There  was  ari?> 
ther  witnefs  of  the  name  of  Tnvlor,  n  )t  an  acquitted,  but  a  eon- 
vi<Sed  felon,  who  had  been  tried  for  a  crime,  into  the  moral  de- 
merit of  which  I  will  not  enter,   hut  which  had  been  attended  with 
the  aggravation  of  perjurv,  but  fentenccd  only  to  a  flight  punifh- 
ment,  on  account,  as   was  alledged,  of  fume  favourable  circum- 
ftanccs  in  his  cafe  ;   though,  u\Km  my  word,   I  could  find  none, 
except  tliat  he  had  alTiftcd  to  hang  his  brother  fpy  (Watts)  ;  yet  this 
man  was  thought  a   proper  c]iara(£Ter  to  be  brought  forward  as  an 
evidence  into   a   Court  <^f  Juftice,  and  allowed  to  hunt  after  the 
blood  of  EngUHimcn.    If  Miniitry  had  been  duped  and  deluded  by 
their  fpics,    ought  they  not  to  ;Hmit  the  deception  that  had  been 
pUycJ  upon  tlwm  r  But,  faid  Mr.  Sheridan,   1  can  fuppofe  the  cafe 
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of  a  haughty  and  ftiflT-necked  Miniftcr,  who  never  mixed  in  a  po- 
pular affcmbly,  who  had  therefore  no  common  feeling  with  the . 
mafs  of  the  people,  no  knowledge  of  the  mode  in  which  their  in- 
tcrcourfc  is  conducted,  who  wa4  not  a  month  in  the  ranks  in  this 
Houfc  before  he  was  raifed  to  the  firft  (ituation,  and  though  on  a 
footing  of  equality  with  any  other  Member,  elevated  wirh  the  idea 
of  fancied  fuperiority  ;  fuch  a  Minifter  can  have  no  communication 
v.ith  the  people  of  England,  except  through  the  medium  of  fpiv^s  and 
informers ;  he  is  unacquainted  with  the  nioHe  in  which  their  fenti- 
ments  arc  exprcflcd,  and  cannot  make  allowance  for  the  language  of 
toads  and  rcfolutions  adopted  in  an  uni!:uarded  and  convivial  hour. 
Such  a  Mini'^lcr,  if  he  lofc  their  contidence,  he  will  bribe  their 
hate  i  if  he  difguft  them  by  arbitrary  meafures,  he  will  not  leave 
dicm  till  they  are  completely  bound  and  (hackled ;  above  all,  he 
.will  gratify  the  vindictive  refentment  of  apoftacy,  by  profccuting  all 
fiiofe  who  dare  to  efpoufr  the  caufc  which  he  has  betrayed,  and  he 
will  not  dcfiil  from  the  grati  fication  of  his  malignant  propcnfities, 
and  the  profecution  of  his  arbitrarj'  fchcmcs,  till  he  has  buried  in 
one  grave,  the  peace,  the  happincfs,  the  glory,  and  the  indepen- 
dence of  England.  Such  a  Miniftcr  muft  be  difqu  dified  to  judge 
of  the  real  ftare  of  the  country,  and*muft  be  eternally  the  dupe  of 
t^ofe  vile  fpics,  whofe  intcreft  it  is  to  deceive  him  as  well  as  to 
betray  otliers.  In  what  county,  or  from  what  quarter  of  the  com- 
munit ',  are  we  to  apprehend  the  eftbc^ls  of  thofc  principles  of  infub- 
ordinarion,  with  which  we  have  been  fo  often  threatened  ?  Tlic 
chara(ficriftic  feature  of  the  Englirti  nation  is  entirely  different; 
tliey  tcftify  on  every  occalion  the  utmoft  rcfpodl  for  fuperiority  (I 
am  iovry  to  ufc  the  phrafcj  wherever  tlic  advantages  of  rank  or  for- 
tune arc.exercifed  by  tliofe  who  enjoy  them,  with  any  tolerable  de- 
cency or  rcgird  to  the  welfare  of  their  dependents.  What  noble- 
man or  gentleman  finds  in  his  tenants  or  fervants,  as  long  as  he 
treats  them  with  propriety  and  kindnefs,  a  hofdle  and  envious  dif- 
puiition  ?  What  m^^rchant  or  great  manufadurer  finds  in  thofe 
whom  he  employs,  fo  long  as  he  treats  them  well,  a  fullen  arkl 
uncomplying  temper,  inftcid  of  a  prompt  and  chearful  obedience? 
This  tendency  to  infubordi nation,  forms  no  part  of  the  temper  or 
clnracler  of  the  people  ;  the  contrary  difpofition  is  even  carried  to 
an  extreme.  If  I  am  afked  whether  there  is  any  danger  in  the 
prcfcnt  moment,  I  fay  yes.  But  it  is  not  a  danger  of  that  fort 
which  is  to  be  remedied  by  fufpcnding  the  rights,  or  abridging  the 
privileges  of  the  people.  The  danger  arifes  from  a  contcm\»t  Lcipg 
produced  among  tlic  lower  orders  of  all  public  men  and  all  pubUc 
principles.  "  -f 


tu  PARLIAMENTARY  A.!)9j» 

A  dreumftaLiioe  occurs  to  me,  which  teek  place  dufing  the  late 
trials/ where  the  Friends  of  the  People  were  praifed  fix)ni  tlx:  Bench* 
When  one  of  theShdfield  witneflfes  (Broomhekd)  was  afked  why  his 
Society  decl'med  communicating  with  the  FHends  of  the  People,  he 
anfwered  that  he  would  tell  them  very  pla?nly,  that  they  did  ndt 
believe  them  to  be  honeft  ;  that  there  were  feveral  of  them  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament  \  that  they  hnd  fomc  of  them  been  in  place,  and 
that  they  conceived  the  ins  and  the  outs,  however  they  might  vaiy 
in  their  profeflions,  to  be  aftuated  by  the  fame  motives  of  intercft. 
I,  who  might  be  as  little  implicated  in  fuch  a  charge  as  any  man, 
felt  rebuked  and  fubdued  by  the  anfwer.     What  is  it  that  tends  t6 
produce  this  contempt  of  public  inen  ?  The  condu6l  of  thofe  who 
DOght  to  hold  out  an  example  of  public  principle.      I  heard  an  h<>- 
nourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Windham)  the  other  day,  and  on  thi* 
fubjed  I  will  purfue  him  with  profeffcd  and  unabating  hoftility, 
complain  of  the  indifference  and  languor  of  the  country  in  the  pre- 
fcnt  conteft,  and  call  upon  them  to  greater  dlfplays  of  vigour  and 
exertion,  while  at  the  fame  time  he  affirmed,  that  no  man  in  the 
country  felt  any  diftrcfs  from  the  preffure  and  calamities  of  war.-*** 
Will  he  fay  this  to  the  ftarving  manu<a<^urcrs  of  Norwich  ?    Will 
he  fay  it  to  the  flavering  poor  of  the  metropolis,  obliged  topurchab 
a  loaf  at  ninepencc,  and  uimble  to  fupply  thcmfelves  with  coals  at 
this  inclement  fcafon,  from  the  enormous  price  of  that  ncccffary  ar- 
ticle ?  Will  he  fay  it  to  the  landholders,  whofe  property,  fince  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  has  been  reduced  half  its  value  ?  Whit 
can  this  language  of  the  honourable  gentleman  mean,  except  he 
means  to  drive  the  great  body  of  the  people  to  dcfperation  ?  When 
I  heard  the  honourable  gentleman  call  upon  the  countr)^  for  increafed 
exertions,  I  concluded  that  he  would  liave  propofed  to  throw  in  his 
falaty  to  the  aid  of  the  public  fund,  and  to  live  contented  on  his 
cwn  fplendid  income.      I  fuppofed  he  would  have  perfuaded  his  right 
honourable  friend  (Mr.  Pitt)  to  rcrmquifti  the  revenue  which  he  de- 
rives from  the  Cinque  Ports,  and  to  live  on  the  6000I.  a  year  at- 
tached to  his  other  appointments  ;  that  he  would  have  perfuaded 
another  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  to  give  up  one  of  his 
numerous  falaries  ;  and  a  noble  Marquis,  in  another  Houfe,  to  give 
upfomeof  the  emolument  which  he  derives  from  the  Tellcrfliip  of 
the  Exchequer,  which  would  this  year  amount  to  15,0001.     As 
the  noble  Marquis,  on  a  former  cccafion,  profcflcd  himfclf  ready 
to  abandon  part  of  thofe  emoluments,  and  take  the  office  at  a  more 
inodcrate  falary,  he  had   now  .an   excellent  opportunity    to  prove 
the  finccrity  of  his  declaration.     I  expedcd  all  this,  and  that  they 
would  not  have  failed  to  affiA  their  own  arguments  by  the  operation 
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of  their  gcncrofity.     The  honourable  gentleman  (hakes  his  hcadj 
as  if  I  had  faid  fomething  which  I  did  not  mean,  or  would  not  ftand 
by.     When  formerly,  in  conjund^ion  with  him  and  others,  I    at- 
tacked the  corruption  of  Minillcrs,   I  thought  I  wa«  fpeaking  the 
fentimcnts  of  men  who  were  finccre  in  recommending  the  dodrine 
of  public  economy,  and  not  pcrfcns  fecrctly  baipiining  for  a  (hare 
of  the  wages  of  corruption.      Little  did  I  think  that  the  oppbfition 
which  they  then  cxpreffed,  was  only  an  envious  admiration  of  tlie 
honours  and  emoluments  of  Minifters,  and  an   impatient  dcfire  of 
participation  ;  little  did  I  conceive  that  the  firft  aft  of  a  noble  per- 
fon  (Duke  of  Portland)  would  have  been  to  arreft  from  a  gallant 
man  a  token  of  honour,  which  he  had  merited  by  his  public  fer  vices; 
a  man,  to  whom,  indeed,  that  token  could   add  no  honour,  but 
who  might  wifh  to  introduce  into  his  own  profcfiTion  fuch  a  badge  of 
^idinftion.      In  Ireland,  ever  (incc  the  period  of  their  arrangement, 
they  have  experienced  the  utmoft  difficulty  and  cmbarraiTmcnt,  froHi 
a  difputc  wliich  has  fubfifted  about  patronage,  and  which  has  at  laft 
been  compromifed  ;  how  far  honourably,  I  will  leave  to  thofe  who 
are  bcft  acquainted  with  the  tranfaftion  to  determine.      In  the  pre- 
fcnt  war,  Miniflers  have  been  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  allies  both 
at  home  and  abroj^d  ;  both  have  been  procured  by  the  fame  means, 
bargain  and  fubfidy.      Among  tlie  members  of  the  prefent  Cabinet, 
there  fubiifls  a  fort  of  Dutch  amity,  and  they  hate  oncant>rher  more 
cordially  than  even  the}'  do  us  who  are  in  oppofition  to  their  mea- 
fures-     Tiic  queftion  is.   Has  the  Duke  of  Portland  a  majority  in 
^c  Cabinet  r  No  ;  Mr.  Pitt  conftrains  him  by  an  additional  vote. 
It  was  curious  to  obfervc  die  changes  which  had  lately  taken  place  ; 
from  a  Lord  Privy  Seal,  to  be  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiraltj^,  and 
vice  vcrfa  ;  from  Prefident  of  the  Council,  to  be  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  ;  and  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  to  be  Mafter 
of  the  Horfe.     A  noble  Earl  (Mansfield)  came  at  firft  into  the  Ca- 
binet without  any  emolument ;   I  was  at  firft  difpofed  to  give  him 
credit  for  his  difintereftednefs  ;  but  whether  it  was  conceived  by  his 
colles^gues  to  be  a  fooli(h  thing,  or  that  it  might  operate  as  a   bad 
example,  he  was  foon  induced  to  accept  the  lituation  of  Prefident  of 
the  Council,  with  a  large  falary.     While  all  Europe  is  in  a  flame, 
tliey  fcemto  be  engaged  at  boy's  play  ;  to  be  fcrambling  for  places 
and  penfions,  for  ribbands  and  titles,  and  am.ufing  themfclves  with 
puTs  in  the  corner  of  the  Cabinet  room.    When  fuch  is  a  picture  of 
the  conduct  of  public  men,    I  am  not  fqrprifcd  at  the  declaration  of 
the  witntrfs  from  Sheffield,  that  he  gives  no  man  of  that  defcription 
credit  for  being  honeft.    Willingly,  would  I  throw  a  veil  over  fuch 
rr^nfadions  for  tbp  fal^e  of  the  countrj',  were  it  poflible  either  tq 
Vol.  XU  C^ 
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'  conceal  their  exiftcnce,  or  to  extenuate  their  difgracc.  Mr,  Sheri- 
dan faid  that  he  had  now  ftated  almoft  all  that  he  had  to  fay :  there 
was  nothing,  in  his  mind,  which  would  be  more  calculated  to  re- 
move the  danger  of  fcdition  tlian  to  abandon  the  fyftem  of  corrup- 
tion which  now  prevailed.  To  reform  the  conduft  of  Govern- 
ment, and  to  correft  abufes,  would  be  the  fureft  way  to  remedy 
difcontent,  and  render  a  farther  fufpcnfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
unneceffary.  He  proceeded  to  ftate  that  many  of  the  adls  of  the 
Societies,  which  had  fo  much  excited  alarm,  were  only  imitations 
of  what  had  been  done  by  the  Societies  in  1 780.  -If  the  Minifter 
at  that  time  had  been  difpofed  to  profccute,  he  might  have  made  out 
a  much  better  cafe  of  treafon  than  had  been  brought  forward  by  the 
prefent  Miniftcrs.  Was  the  membmble  exprcflion  of  the  illuftrious 
Earl  of  Chatham  forgotten,  "  that  he  rejoiced  diat  America  had  re- 
iifted!"  Could  none  of  die  Members  recoUeft  the  ftrong  language 
adopted  by  Mr.  Burke  on  the  fame  occafion,  and  the  fentimcnts  that 
had  been  avowed  in  that  Houfe  by  the  oppofers  of  that  war,  "  that 
they  wept  over  the  fall  of  Montgomery,  and  did  not  exult  in  the 
defertion  of  Arnold."  He'produccd  a  paper,  with  the  infcription, 
"  Lenox,  the  friend  to  Exjualiry,"  which,  had  the  then  Minifter 
been  difpofed  to  profccute,  contained  matter  more  inflammatory  than 
any  paper  that  had  been  brought  for^'ard  on  the  late  trials.  If  ap- 
probat'ion  of  the  progrcfs  of  the  enemy,  implied  by  toafts  and  refo- 
lutions  ;  if  an  unqualified  claim  of  univerfal  rcprefentation  ;  if  dif- 
refpedful  exprcflions,  fuch  as  "  What  care  I  for  the  King's  birth- 
day !"  were  to  be  conftrucd  as  treafonable  matter,  all  thefc  would 
be  found  to  apply  to  the  AlTociations  in  1780,  in  a  greater  degree 
than  to  the  prefent  Societies.  Nay,  a  Convention  of  the  fame  na- 
ture with  that,  which  thefe  Societies  had  been  charged  as  having 
confpired  to  hold,  was  then  actually  held.  Thefe  men  only  trod 
in  the  fame  path  in  which  they  had  feen  others  go  before  them,  not 
only  without  impeacliment  but  without  reproach.  If,  fays  Mr. 
Sheridan,  we  make  a  boaft  of  equal  laws,  if  thefe  men  are  to  be 
confidered  as  guilty  of  high  treafon,  let  us  have  fome  retrofpeflivc 
hanging,  and  whatever  ii\  that  cafe  may  happen  to  me,  His  Majcfty 
will  at  leaft  derive  fome  benefit,  fince  he  will  thereby  get  rid  of  a 
majority  of  his  prefent  Cabinet.  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  when  he 
rccoUedled  that  his  fffcaking  and  writing  might  have  been  inftni- 
mental  in  inducing  thofe  men  to  efpoufe  the  views  which  they  had 
adopted,  he  could  not  feparate  his  own  caufe  from  theirs,  and  he 
did  not  know  what  other  men's  confciences  were  made  of,  who  could 
profecMte,  and  even  bring  to  condign  punifhment  and  infamy  per- 
fons  vrho  had  bpcn  guilty  of  no  other  crim?  th^n  having  taken  un 
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Ac  lame  fide  of  the  iqueftion  of  which  they  themfelves  had  formerly 
been  the  advocates  and  fupportcrs.  He  then  reprobated  the  argu- 
ments drawn  from  the  difference  of  times,  and  the  neceflity  of  ter- 
rible examples,  an  argument  to  be  found  in  every  body's  mouth, 
and  which  he  contended  to  be  falfe  and  mifchievous.  It  was.  re- 
echoed from  every  quarter,  and  by  every  defcription  of  perfons  in 
office,  from  the  Prime  Minifter  to  the  Excifeman — *^  Look  to  the 
example  of  France."  The  implication  was  a  libel  upon  the  cha- 
rafter  of  Great  Britain.  The  charafters  of  nations  arofe  not  from 
the  difference  of  foil  and  climate ;  but  from  the  invariable  and  eter- 
nal decrees  of  Providence.  Government  was  the  fchool  and  femi- 
nary  of  the  foul. 

He  proceeded  to  prefs  the  diftind^ion  in.  the  charaflers  and  miilds 
of  the  mafs  of  the  inhabitants  of  different  countries,  according  ta 
their  different  Governments.  "  I  will  not,  therefore,  faid  Mr. 
Sheridan,  adroit  the  inference  or  the  aigument,  that  becaufe  a  peo- 
ple, bred  under  a  proud,  infolent,  and  grinding  defpotifm,  mad- 
dened by  the  rccollc<Sion  of  former  injuries,  and  made  favage  by 
the  obfervation  of  former  cruelties  ;  a  people,  in  whofe  minds  no 
fincere  refpcdl  for  property  or  law  ever  could  have  exifted,  becaufe 
pfoperty  had  never  been  fecured  to  tliem,  and  law  had  never  pro- 
teded  Acm  \  a  people  feparat6d  and  divided  into  claiTes  by  the 
ffaongeft  and  hariheft  lines  of  diftindion,  generating  envy  and  fmo- 
thercd  malice  in  the  lower  ranks,  and  pride  and  infolence  in  the 
higher :  that  the  adions  of  fuch  a  people  at  any  time,  much  lefs  ir\ 
the  hour  of  frenzy  and  of  fury,  provoked  and  goaded  by  the  arma 
and  menaces  of  the  furrounding  dcfpots  that  aflailed  them,  (hould 
fumifh  an  inference  or  ground,  on  which  to  eftimate  the  temper, 
charadter  or  feelings,  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  ;  of  a  people^ 
who,  though  fenfible  of  many  abufes  which  diff%ure  the  Conftitu- 
tion,  were  yet  not  infenfible  to  its  many  and  invaluable  bleflings ; 
a  people,  who  reverenced  the  laws  of  their  country  becaufe  thofe  laws 
fhielded  and  protected  all  alike ;  a  people,  among  whom  all  that 
was  advantageous  in  private  acquifition,  all  that  was  honourable  in 
public  ambition,  was  equally  open  to  the  efforts,  the  induftry  and 
the  abilities  of  alt  ^  among  whom  progrefs  and  rife  in  fociety  and 
public  efHmation,  was  one  aibending  (lope,  as  it  were,  without  a 
break  or  landing  place^  among  whom  no  fuUen  line  of  demarkation 
leparated  and  cut  off  the  feveral  orders  from  each  other,  but  all  WZ9 
one  blended  tint,  from  the  deepefl  (hade  that  veiled  the  meaned 
occupation  of  laborious  induftry,  to  the  brighteft  hue  that  glittered* 
in  the  luxurious  pageantry  of  title,  wealth  and  power:  he  would 
nor,  therefore;  look  to  the  example  of  France,  for  between  the 
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feelingSy  the  tempersy  and  fecial  (fifpofition  towards  each  other, 
much  lefs  towards  the  Governments  which  they  obeyed,  of  nations 
£)  difFerendy  conftitutcd,  and  of  fuch  different  habits,  he  would  af- 
fcrt,  that  no  comparifon  could  be  made  which  rcafon  and  philofophy 
ought  not  to  fpurn  at  with  contempt  and  indignation."     If  prcfTed 
fertlKr  for  an  illuftration  on  this  fubjcci,  he  would  afk  what  an*, 
fwer  would  thofc  gentlemen  give,  if  a  pcrfon  afFefledly  or  finccrclyi 
anxious  for  the  prcfervation  of  Britifti  liberty,  were  to  fay,  "  Bri- 
tons, abridge  tl\e  power  of  your  Monarch,  reftrain  the  cxercifc  of 
his  juft  prerogative,  withhold  all  ppwer  and  rcfourccs  from  his  Go- 
vernment, or  even  fend  him  to  his  Electorate  from  whence  your 
voice  exalted  him — for  mark  what  has  been  doing  on  the  Conti-: 
oent !— £«i/t  to  the  example  of  Kings ! !  Kings,  believe  me,  are 
tile  feme  in  nature  and  in  temper  everywhere ;  truft  yours  no  longer: 
r—fee  how  that  (hamelefs  and  perfidious  dcfpot  of  Pruffia,  that- 
trickfter  and  tyrant,  has  violated  ever)'  principle  of  truth,  honour, 
and  humanity,  in  his  murderous,  though  impotent  attempt,  at  plun- 
der and  robbery  in  Poland !    He,  who  had  encouraged  and  even 
guaranteed  to  them  their  Conftitution : — Sec  him  with  afcandsdous 
profanation  of  the  rcfourccs  which  he  had  wrung  by  fraud  from  the 
credulity  of  Great  Britain,  trampling  on  the  independence  he  was 
pledged  to  maintain,  and  feizing  for  himfclf  the  countries  he  had 
fwom  to  protect.       Mark  the  ftill  more  fanguinary  efibrts  of  the 
defpot  of  Ruflla,  feithlcfs  not  to  us  only  and  the  caufe  of  Europe, 
as  it  is  called,   but  craftily  outwitting  her  perjured  coadjutor,   pro- 
fiting by  his  difgrace,  and  grafping  to  herfclf  the  victim  which  had 
been  dcftined  to  glut,  their  joint  rapacity.      See  her  thanking  her 
favourite  General  Snarrow,  and,  flill  more  impious,  thankir^  hea- 
ven for  the  opportunity ;  thanking  him  for  tlie  moft  iniquitous  act 
of  cruelty  the  bloody  page  of  hiftory  recorded — the  murderous  fccne 
at  Praga,  where,  not  in  the  heat  and  fury  of  a<Sion,  not  in  the  firft 
impatience  of  revenge,  but  after  a  cold  deliberate  paufe  of  ten  hours, : 
with  temperate  barbarity,  he  ordered  a  eonfiderate,  methodical  maC- . 
Jacre  of  10,000  women  and  children.     Thefe  are  the  adlions  of 
Monarchs— Lot?i  to  the  example  of  Kings  !"     What  thofc  gcmlcmen 
would  reply  to  fuch  an  argument  or  exhortation  I  know  not.     Mf . 
anfwer  (hould  be,  I  tre^t  your  inference  and.  comparifon  with  the 
lame  abhorrence  and  indignation  with  which  I  turn  from  thofc  who 
would  libel  and  traduce  the  charader  and  principles  of  the  people  of 
England,  and  upon  the  fame  grounds  and  principles.     I  will  not 
look  to  the  example  of  the  Pririces  you  point  out,  and  juftly,.  perhaps, 
fUgmatize,  in  order  to  meafure  my  all^iance  and  opinion  of  die 
Kin);  of  Great  Britain* .  I  sun  not  to  be  milled  by  names  >  I  ro*. 
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gard  not  that  the  four  letters  are  the  fame  which  form  the  title  of 
the  Defpot  of  Bradciiburgh,  and  of  the  firft  magiftratc  cff  this  irec 
country.     I  will  not  look  to  the  principles  or  prad:icc  of  a  man  born 
and  bred  in  flattery,  falfehood,  and  feithlcflhcfs — of  a  Prince  ac- 
cuilomed  to  look  to  fear  only  for  obedience,  and  to  arms  only  for 
fecurit}' ;  of  one  ufed  to  confider  his  people  as  his  property,  their 
lives  and  limbs  Ws  traffic  ;  of  one  inftruded  to  make  his  will  the 
law,  and  the  law  his  tool ;  of  one  finally  whofe  heart  muft  be  per- 
verted and  corrupted  by  that  which  ever  did  and  ever  will  deprave 
and  corrupt  the  human  heart,  the  poffcfTion  of  dcfpotic  power,     I 
will  not  borrow  from  fuch  an  example  a  rule  to  eftimate  the  princi- 
ples, a^s,  or  wifhes  of  a  Monarch,  where  it  mud  be  as  palpably 
his  wiih  as  his  intereft  to  reign  in  the  hearts  of  his  people ;  of  a 
Prince  whom  a  love  of  liberty  alone  in  the  people  exalted  to  his 
prefent  lituation,  and  who  muft  therefore  regard  and  cherifh  that 
love  of  liberty  in  his  fubjedls,  as  the  real  body  guard  of  his  perfon ; 
of  a  King,  who,  not  featcd  on  a  folitary  eminence  of  power,  fees 
in  the  co-exifting  branches  of  the  Legiflature  his  equals-— in  the 
law  his  fuperior ;  who,  taught  by  the  awful  examples  of  our  hiflory, 
knows  he  is  accountable  for  the  facred  truft  repofed  in  him,  and, 
owir>g  his  title  to  the  people's  choice,  feels  the  true  fecurity  of  his 
Throne  to  be  the  people's  love.     Thus  would  I  reply,  and  thus 
woidd  I  remain— *  though  difclaiming  the  fervile  cant  of  adulation, 
vith  fentiments  of  unabated  attachment  to  the  perfon  of  our  prefent 
Monarch,  and  with  unfhaken  adherence  to  the  principle  of  heredi* 
tary  Government  in  this  country,  while  limited,  and  directed  to 
the  objects  for  which  that  and  all  other  power  on  earth  is  created-— 
the  benefit  and  happinefs  of  the  people,  who  confer  the  truft. 

Mr.  Sheridan  concluded  that,  if  he  were  to  look  to  the  example 
of  France,  he  would  look  to  the  prodigality,  the  corruption,  the 
detefiable  fyflem  of  fpies  and  informers,  the  infolence  of  the  higher 
and  the  oppreffion  of  the  lower  orders,  which  had  diftii^ifhed  the 
old  Government  of  France,  and  which,  he  contended,  had  pro- 
duced all  die  evils  of  the  prefent  fyftem.  He  would  thence  be 
taught  to  avoid  introducing  into  this  country  a  fyftem  of  terror  and 
corruption,  and  to  give  back  to  the  people  thofe  rights  and  privi- 
l^es  which  riveted  their  afledion  and  fecured  their  obedience,  and 
placed  the  order  of  ihbility  of  the  Government  upon  their  bed 
foundation,  the  protedion  and  happinefs  of  the  fubjedt.  The  obje6l ' 
c/  his  prefent  motion  went  only  to  bring  back  that  which  ought 
never  to  have  been  taken  away.  He  (hould  therefore  now  move 
ibr  leave  to  brir^  in  a  bill,  to  repeal  an  z&,  pafled  in  d)e  laft  fefTion 
©f  Parliament,  empowering  His  Majefty  to  fecurc  and  dcuin  fuch 
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peribns  as  (hall  be  fufpeaed  of  confpiring  againft  hi$  perfen  and 
Government. 

The  right  honourable  W.  WINDHAM,  Sccrctaiy  at  War, 
faid  that  there  ^*xre  fo  many  of  his  honourable  friends  more  capable 
than  he  could  prcfumc  to  be,  of  anfwcring  the  various  topics  which 
had  been  brought  into  argument  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
had  juft  fat  down,  tfiat  he  would  not  have  troubled  the  Houfe  with 
any  obfervations  at  that  early  period  of  the  debate,  were  it  not  that 
perfonal  allufion  had  been  frequently  made  to  himfelf  in  the  couife 
of  that  Gentleman's  elaborate  declamation. — The  firft  topic  which 
he  would  notice,  was  the  honourable  gentleman's  remark  upon  ibme 
words  which  fell  from  him  refpc6ling  a  right  honourable  gentleman 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  (Mr.  Fox),  whom,  whether  he  called 
or  not,  he  certainly  would  confider  as  a  friend.    This  was  a  fobjed 
which  he  had  long  remarked  the  honourable  gentleman  had  a  grtat 
propeniity  to  bring  into  difcufTion  ;  he  had  before  been  obliged  t» 
make  animadverfions  upon  it,  as  it  was,  to  fay  no  worfe  of  it,  ex- 
tremely officious ;  and,  however  the  honourable  gentleman  might 
flatter  himfelf  that  it  conduced  to  his  views,  he  would  hazard  an 
aiTertion,  that  fucli  intermeddling  did  not  give  fatisfadion  to  either 
party.     As  the  matter,  however,  had  been  brought  on  the  tapis, 
he  would  fully  explain  that  which  he  had  already,  as  he  thought^ 
explained  before.     Wh&t  he  had  faid  on  a  former  day,  and  what 
he  would  then  repeat  wae:,  that  for  mutual  acconunodation  he  would, 
though  he  retained  the  fcntiment,  difcontinue  the  ufual  form  of  ad- 
deefs,  and  had  given  for  his  reafon,  that,  flanding  with  each  other 
on  a  different  footing  from  what  they  had  formerly  done,  he  might,- 
by  perfiffing  in  it,  force  his  right  honourable  friend  into  reftraint  oS' 
embarraflfment.     This  he  avowed  to  be  the  real  meaning  of  his 
cxpreflions,  and  this  he   fancied  muft  fiill  be  in  the  recollection  of* 
every  one  prefent ;  he  put  it  to  the  honourable  gentleman  himfelf 
to  declare  whether  it  was  not  the  handfomeft  mode  of  deporting 
himfelf  ;  had  he  done  otherwife,  Mr.  Sheridan  himfelf  was  the  very* 
man  who  would  take  advantage  of  it,  and  fay  that  he  aded  with  the* 
infidious  intention  of  promoting  that  reahraint  and  embarraflmait 
which,  in  truth,  he  wi(hed  to  avoid.     If  this  was  an  error,  he 
confefied  it  to  be  an  error  of  deliberation,  and  one  in  which  he  cer^^ 
tainly  meant  to  perfift.     The  honourable  gentleman  hadcndea' 
voured  to  perfuade  the  Houfe,  that  the  condud^  of  the  perfons  who 
promoted  the  war  was  criminal ;  and  that  he  (Mr.  Windham)  waS' 
more  criminal  than»any  of  its  abettors.     He  was  dciirous  to*  avow, 
that,  on  the  footing  on  which  the  iKuiourable  gentleman  had  dated 
it,  he  was  cndced  criminal*     If,  to  have  feen,  at  a  very  early  ge* 


A.  1795. 


DEBATES. 


119 


riod,  but  not  fo  early  as  he  could  wifli  he  had,  that  the  condu^  of 
•the  French  was  likely  to  involve  Great  Britain  in  warfare  and  con- 
fufiony  and  to  be  convinced  that,  in  her  own  defence,  as  well  as 
from  principles  of  juflice  and  policy,  (he  (hould  have  declared  war 
before  (he  did,  was  criminal,  he  was  moft  highly  fo.  But  that, 
he  hoped,  was  the  very  utmoft  extent  of  his  criminality ;  and  of 
his  iirmnefs  and  rcfolution,  to  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
alluded,  he  would  anfwcr  for  it,  that  he  never  woujd  be  found  to 
fhrink  from  any  charges  that  might  be  brought  againft  him,  nor 
he  deterred  by  the  empty  menace  of  any  fet  of  men,  from  the  Con- 
ftant  and  xealous  difcharge  of  the  truft  fepofed  in  him,  and  of  that 
which  he  conceived  to  l^  his  duty  ;  and  the  moft  unremitting  vigi- 
lance againft  ever)'  thing-  that  had  the  face  of  hoftility  to  his  country 
or  himfclf,  and  particularly  the  politics  of  the  honourable  gentleman. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  in  difcufling  the  fub- 
jcifl  in  agitation,  he  would  deal  with  him  widi  the  utmoft  frankncfs. 
He  wi(hed,  for  the  honourable  gentleman's  own  fake,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  Houfc,  the  fubjcd,  and  himfclf,  that  he  had  coupled 
another  thing  along  with  it,  and  ufcd  him  withfairnefs  as  well  as 
with  franknefs.  He  had  however  done  quite  the  reverfe,  and 
given  die  moft  unfiir  and  unaccountable  conftru6\ion  to  all  that  he 
had  faid.  Had  there  been  any  thing  in  his  mode  of  exprcfling 
himfelf  at  all  ambiguous,  candour  would  have  taken  it  rather  upon 
the  favourable  fide  ;  whereas  the  honourable  gentleman  had  made 
ufc  of  a  fuppofed  ambiguity  to  pervert  his  meaning,  and  fubftituted 
hb  own  fuppofitions  in  the  place  of  fadls.  He  declared,  and 
called  for  the  Houfe  to  hear  witnefs  for  him,  that  he  had  not,  in 
ufing  the  word  acquitted  felon^  at  all  alluded  to  the  perfons  lately 
acquitted  :  on  this  point,  it  was  to  be  lamented  by  the  honourable 
gentleman's  admirers  and  advocates,  that  all  his  tragic  declama- 
tions, all  his  deep-toned,  fine^fpun  periods,  fell  at  once  to  ruin, 
the  fbundatbn  itfclf  being  thus  withdrawn  from  under  them.  For 
himfelf,  he  declared  what  he  had  faid  was  this— Wlien  the  honour- 
able gendeman  had  endeavoured,  with  fo  little  judgement  and  fo 
litdc  cffeS,  to  denfK)n(brate  that  the  acquittal  of  diofe  men  (whether 
they  are  called  felons  or  culprits,  for  he  was  almoft  afraid  to  call 
theiD  by  any  name,  left  he  (hould  be  mifinterpreted)  had  entirely 
proved  the  non-exiftcncc  of  a  confpiracy  to  overthrow  the  Govcm- 
ment,  as  wdl  as  their  own  individual  innocence,  he  liad  faid,  that 
they  were  proved  innocent  to  no  greater  an  extent  than  numbcrle(ai 
other  perfons  who  were  difchaiged  from  tne  Old  Bailey ;  not  from 
dieir  innocence  being  eftablifhed  in  a  moral  point  of  view,  but 
6»in  want  of  legal  proof  of  thcirgijUt.     Thb  cxultt^tiaa  of  the 
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honourable  gentleman  and  the  pcrfons  acquitted,  they  (hared  witfi 
many  culprits  who,  though  abfolutely  guilty,  are  difchaigcd  from 
feilure  of  profecution,  from  a  flaw  in  the  indiftmcnt,  or  from  any 
other  of  thofc  varbus  legal  points,  under  cover  of  which  the  guilty 
ibmetimes  flculk  away  from  the  arm  of  juftice,  and  ftrut  about 
afterwards,  talk  of  remedy  by  anions  at  law,  and  plume  themfclvcs 
upon  their  accidental  efcapc,  as  if  their  integrity  and  uprig^tnefs 
had  been  pofitively  proved  artd  eftablifhed  in   the  opinion  of  their 
country.     Here,  he  faid,  he  would  reft'  the  point  for  the  prefcnt, 
.aftd  hoped  that  the  honourable  gentleman  would  not  oblige  him  to 
rcf  ive  It  again,  nor  do  as  he  had  often  done  before,    that  is  to  fay, 
make  a  watch-word  of  it,  and  by  the  moft   unfair  and   infidious 
means  propagate  and  pafs  it  current  throughout  the  world,  as  if  it 
had  never  been  contra^iifted,  the  moft  unjuft  and  unmanly  way  of 
lapping  fair  ftime  and  reputation  that  any  one  could  devifc.     The 
honourable  gentleman  had  faid  muth  of  fpies  and  kifprmers.     It 
was  a  melancholy  confTdcration  to  reflect,  that  fuch  men  w-erc  often 
neccfTarj^  and  he  feared  they  would  be  more  wanting  than  ever  in 
the  fituation  in  which  the  politics  of  the  honourable  gentleman  and 
his  friends  were  likely  to  plunge  -  the  country.     The  honourable 
gentleman  who,  in  all  things,  was   more  than  commonly  (hrewd 
and  acute,  had  the  moft  extraordinary  faculties  he  ever  knew  any 
one  to  polMs  for  the  purpofc  of  raifing  groundlcfs  charges,  and  the 
moft  extraordinary  induftry  and  art  in  giving  them   circulations 
one,  he  faid,  he  would  particularly  mention, — one  originating  in 
falfehood,  and  afterwards  circulated  with  a  wicked  induftry,  which- 
fpokc  too  plainly  to  be  mifunderftood,  what  their  drift  was  who 
managed  it.     The  expreflion   was  the    well-known   hackneyed 
^^  Pcrijh  Csinmcrce.'*     It  was  neceffary,  he  thought,  to   refer  to 
the  many  revivals  of  it,  which  the  malignity  and  wicked  defigns  of 
fomc  men  had  occafioned — after  being  made  a  handle  of  in  various 
quarters,  all  of  which  he  fufFered  to  pafs  in  contemptuous  (ilence  ; 
he  again  found  it  revived  in  a  letter  publiflied  a  few  days  agp  by  a 
perfon  of  too  great  rank  to  be  overlooked  (Lord  Lauderdale).    Two 
years  ago,  Mr.  Windhanfi  obfervcd,  this  falfehood  was  firft  circu- 
lated, and  whnt  would  tend  to  dcvclope  (he  intentions  of  the  calum- 
niators, it  was  moft  carefully  difteminated  where  it  was  fuppofed-to 
be  moft  likely  to  do  him  injury ;  it  was  in  fhort  reprinted,  and* 
ftuck  up  in  the  workftiops  of  Norwich,  to  alincate  the  afFe6Kon&of 
the  people  from  him,  and  perfuade  them  that  he  was  their  worft 
enemy ;  again  it  was  brought  up  in  the  Houfc  againft  him  by  thofe  • 
who  well  knew  in  their  hearts  that  the  expreflion  was  not  his.      But 
\\%  was  filcnc,  and  that  ftlencc  was  taken  for  an  admiflioi^  of  ij^ 
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fe<3. — **  Now;  Sir,  fidd  Ke,  what  will  you  think,  if  you  (hill  fet 
that  dus  has  been  biought  up^  again  in  this  volume  which  I  hold  in 
my  hand,  (bmped  with  the  authority  of  a  noble  Peer  f  (Vide  let* 
ten  to  the  Peers  of  Scotland,  by  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  page  8 1). 
Did  not  the  noUe  vn-iter  ktiow,  diat  the  charge  was  publicly  and 
onjuiUy  attributed  to  me  ?  and  did  he  not  intend,  by  the  way  he 
pats  it  here,  that  it  (hould  be  applied  to  mc,  and  coniidercd  as  my 
Words— -if  not,  what  did  he  mean  ?"  '  ^ 

Major  MAITLAND  rofe  and  faid,  he  flioiild  not  have  troubled 
die  Houfe,  and  moft  particularly  to  interrupt  die  right  honourable 
fcndenun,  did  he  not  believe  he  could  fave  fbme  time  to  the  Houfe 
by  explaining  the  cafe ;  the  noUc  Earl,  a  relation  of  his,  had  afked 
him,  if  it  was  that  right  honourable  gendeman  who  had  made  ufe 
of  that  cxprcflion  which  was  reported  to  have  come  from  authority ; 
he  informed  his  noble  relaticm  it  was  not,  and  the  cxprqfTion  h^d 
never  been  a[^ied  to  that  right  honourable  gentlenntan.  The  Colonel 
bid  J  he  truftcd  that  the  chara^br  of.  that  noble  Earl  for  candour^ 
fincerity,  and  honour,  was  fuch  as  not  to  tntitie  any  man  in  that 
Houfe,  or  this  country,  to  fufpcdl  him  of  doing  any  thing  that  was 
illiberal. 

Mr.  Windham  continued-*— "  I  am  rather  furprifcd  at  the  ex-f 
planation,  as  it  confirms  the  full  extent  o(  my  diatge,  which  is, 
that  the  noble  author  of  the  work  knew  that  the  featiment  had  been 
falfely  imputed  to  me,  and  yet  fent  it  forth  to  the  world  under  the 
authority  of  his  name  unoohtradidod.  In  the  fanie  work  there  i$ 
another  pafllage  to  the  fame  efFed,  whicti,  noticing  the  Rockingham 
party,  fays,  that  the.  Duke  off  Pordand,  Earl  FitnwilKam,  Mf^ 
Barke,  Mr.  Windham,  and  fome  others,  attended  meetings  for  a 
Parliamentary  Reform ;  which,  as  far  as  relates  to  rayfelf,  I  deny, 
and  believe  unfounded  as  to  the  reft..  I  challenge  any  one  to  ailert 
that  I  ever,  either  in  or  out  of  Parliament,  contended  for  that  ob- 
ject, which  I  cannot  but  regard  as  a  degeneration  inftead  of  a  re-. 
form  of  Parliament.  In  this  Houfe  I  have  uniformly  oppofed  it ; 
and  before  I  had  the  honour  of  a  feat  here,  I  refufed  to  ftand  for 
the  city  of  Weftminfter,  though  I  might  have  been  returned,  be- 
eaofe  I  knew  the  inhabitants  at  that  time  were  attached  to  ideas  of 
refi^rm.  Thcfe  fafls  being  notorwus,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  perceive 
the  candour  and  faimcfs  of  the  noble  Lord  in  circulating  reports 
which  he  muft  know  to  be  unfounded.  This  fyftcm  of  mifrepre- 
fentation  is  in  my  mind  much  more  injurious,  than  that  fo  much 
comf^ined  of  about  fpics  and  informers.  There  is  no  calculating 
the  evil  which  it  may  produce  in  times  of  trouble  and  commotion^ 
It  was  thus,  that  early  in  the  French  Revolution,  Foulon  was  maC  • 
Vol.  XL,  K 
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facred,  bdcaufe  it  was  reported  that  he  had  fald^  ''he  would  make 
the  people  eat  gtafs."  The  influence  and  dangerous  tendency  of 
thefe  party  catch-words  could  not  be  ftronger  exqmplified  than  in  the 
hacknied  phrafe  of  "  Swinifh  Multitude ;"  the  fcnfe  of  which  cx- 
preflion  was  compledy  diftorted  from  that  in  whidi  it  was  applied^ 
in  the  beautiful  paflage  where  it  was  originally  made  ufe  of.  Can 
any  one  doubt  what  was  intended  by  this  grofs  and  unmanly  perver- 
lion  of  its  meaning,  if,  unfortunately  for  this  countiy,  the  pai^ 
that  perverted  it  had  obtained  their  ends,  and  fully  feated  themfelves 
in  power  \  On  one  point  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  main  argu- 
ment I  cannot  forbear  feme  remarks.  He  fays,  that  the  perfons 
tried  are  completely  innocent,  becaufe  they  are  acquaitted.  Does 
he^mean  then  totally  to  difregard  the  prefumption  of  guilt  which  was 
caft  on  them  by  the  finding  of  the  Grand  or  Accuiing  Jury  ?  Settii^ 
this  afide,  is  there  any  doubt  but  that  the^  verdid  of  a  jury  pro- 
nounces only  that  the  parties  were  not  in  a  legal  fenfe  guilty  ?  But 
there  is  a  vaft.  medium  between  legal  guilt  and  moral  innocence  9 
land  beiide,  there  might  be  various  ibtges  even  of  l^al  guilt  ihoft 
of  the  fpedfic  charge  brought*againil  tlicm.  As  a  legiflative  body, 
however,  we  are  not  to  feck  the  wrdid  of  a  jury  to  guide  us,  wc 
muft  look  to  prefumption  and  probability,  and  govern  our  ooodiid 
by  their  evidence.  The  honourable  gentleman,  in  the  fame  fpirh 
of  mifreprefentation,  has  made  me  deny  the  diftreffes  of  the  poor, 
and  fympathifed  himfelf  as  ufual  iaan  extraordinary  dc^grec  with  the 
poor  of  Norwich ;  whereas,  I  appeal  to  the  recollcdlon  of  the 
Houfe,  whether  I  did  not  bar  and  anticipate  this  mifconception  and 
application  to  the  poor  of  that  town.  I  faid,  that  the  diftreiics  of 
the  war  were  not  great,  and  that  thofe  who  mod  loudly  complained 
of  them  had  not  felt  their  preiTure  at  all,  not  (o  much  as  in  the 
relinquifhmcnt  of  the  knofl  trifling  luxury ;  and  between  the  rich 
and  poor  there  is  an  indiflblubic  bond  and  mutual  depeodanoe. 
They  are  not  feparate  intcrcfts,  but  one,  neither  of  which  can  be  af- 
fedlcd  without  operating  in  the  fame  proportion  on  the  other.  My 
afitrtions  are  thus  anfwered.  I  faid,  that  a  certain  defcription  of 
people  had  not  felt  the  burden  of  which  they  had  complained.  He 
anfwers  mc,  that  others  do.  I  faid,  that  no  burdens  were  at  pre- 
fcnt  tclt.  He  anfwers  me,  that  they  will  be  felt*  What  courfe 
of  candour  and  fair  reafoning  is  a  match  for  this  (hifting  fubtlety ; 
Is  it,  I  aflc,  a  culpable  degree  of  arillocracy,  to  deny  die  compe- 
tence of  the  lower  orders  of  focie^'  in  queflions  of  peace  and  war  ? 
The  direct  objeft  of  any  war  muft  be  allowed  trifling,  compared 
to  the  expence  of  men  and  treafure,  which  the  moft  fuccefsful  ter- 
mination could  be  eftimated  sTt     It  is  the  remote  and  complicated 
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obje^  of  war  that  form  the  juiHfkation  of  the  meafure,  and  nei- 
ther the  ability  nor  information  of  the  poor  enable  them  to  be  fit 
judges  of  thcfe  fubjefls.  "  It  was  the  great  art  of  people  who  pre- 
tended to  think  otherwife,  to  roufe  die  pafTions  of  the  people,  and 
not  to  inform  or  exercife  their  jud^gments,  for  which  diey  had  in 
fad  the  ifioft  fovercign  contemptr  In  any  war  which  thofc  gentle- 
men might  or  ever  had  approved,  would  they  confult  thofc  qpinions 
which  they  now  thought  proper  to  exalt  into  confequence  for  pur- 
pofes  of  their  own  t  They  afk  where  is  the  confpiracy,  and  deny 
its  exiftencc,  becaufe  there  is  not  legal  and  technical  proof.  They 
contend  that  there  is  no  danger>  becaufe  the  danger  happens  not  to 
fall  within  the  prccife  line  of  former  example^  Whdrcas  die  dan- 
ger now  is  entirely  of  the  novel  kind.  A  new  order  of  things  is 
looked  for,  and  every  previous  right  and  eftablifhed  law  is  regarded 
as  antiquated  prejudice,  and  inimical  to  the  interefts  of  the  people. 
But  can  gentlemen,  after  expatiating  on  the  precife  limits  of  ancient 
trcafon,  turn  ihort  round  and  fay,  diat  there  is  no  danger,  becaufe 
it  is  not  prcdfely  of  that  kind  which  ancient  experience  pointed  out, 
and  guarded  againft  ?  In  thofe  days,  the  life  of  the  Monarch  wad 
in  danger  dire6Hy,  and  that  offence  was  dreaded,  and  guarded 
againft.  Now  we  have  to  look  to  the  bafe  and  infidious  incitement 
of  the  lower  orders,  as  the  prevailing  vice.  ,  Every  bad  and  reftlefs 
pailion  is  called  forth  under  pretence  of  right  and  reafon.  The  na- 
tural and  inevitable  diflrefs,  which  is  inherent  under  all  Govern- 
ments, is  made  die  ground  of  accufation  againft  that '^Conftitudon 
which  fecures  to  us  the  leaft  proportion  of  thofe  evils  which  ever  ex- 
ifted  in  one  community.  I  mean  not  to  impute  any  cenfure  to  the 
jurymen  who  acquitted  the  perfons  accufed,  as  the  charge  was  ap- 
parendy  remote  fix>m  the  deadi  of  His  Majeffy ;  and  plain  and  ho- 
neft  men  are  not  always  pofTefled  of  that  fbrength  and  fcarch  df 
underftanding  which  is  neccflfary  to  detcdl  cunning  and  concerted 
fraud.  Many  (hades  of  diftin£kion  might  reafonably  be  fuppofed 
to  occur  to  them  from  the  length  and  intricacy  of  the  cafe,  and 
wherever  doubt  occurs  a  jury  is  uhiverfally  inclined  to  acquit.  It 
is  curious,  howtver,  to  remark,  that  when  the  Report  of  the  Secret 
Committee  was  brought  forward,  it  was  faid,  what  is  your  proof, 
where  is  your  evidence  of  the  fadls  ?  And  from  the  filence  on  thefc 
heads  it  was  inferred,  that  no  proof  exifted.  Now  the  fadts,  how- 
ever, arc  eftablilhed  upon  oath,  yet  frefti  objections  are  inftantly 
fbted.  On  my  part,  I  cannot  wifh  for  a  more  complete  refutation 
of  all  thcfe  patriotic  doubts  and  furmifcs  rcladve  to  the  plots,  'than 
the  bare  and  fimple  reading  of  the  documents  produced  in  evidence* 
In  this  much-vaunted  refpedt  for  the  verdidl  of  a  jurv,  I  think  that 


2+  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  X795* 

percci Yt  fomdhing  of  a  oonfined  view  ;  for  diis  verdtd:  feeim  crilf 
nmaculate  and  oonclufive  when  it  acquits,  and  inftandy  Aat  it 
wivitbi  its  whole  nature  is  changed  ;  eo  inftanti  the  jufy  becxxney 
s  by  the  touch  of  a  magic  wand,  transformed  into  a  packed  fet  of 
irelings.  Who  can  forbear  this  obfervation,  who  fees  the  (aine 
lan  celebrate  the  jury  who  acquitted  Hardy,  Tooke,  and  ThelwaU, 
r'ho  had  before  thought  fo  little  of  the  jury  that  had. condemned 
Vatt  and  Downie,  though  their  verdift  was  backed  by  the  confcf> 
on  of  the  .convift,  in  a  ftatc  when  every  nian's  word  was  taken^ 
lamely,  on  the  point  of  death.  In  all  the  praifes  of  verdiflsy  tius 
erdift  had,  by  fome  ftrangc  accident,  been  kept  out  of  fight.  Wc 
tate  that  there  have  been  plans  and  ^ews,  call  them  oonfpiracies, 
*r  by  any  other  name,  of  the  moil  mifchievous  nature,  to  ftir  up 
tnd  incite  the  poor  to  difiatisfai^on  and  tumuk,  and  finally  to  in- 
iirreeiion  and  plunder.  .  But  who  (hall  want  converts,  who  tell  the 
loor  that  the  rich  are  ufurpers,  and  that  they  have  a  right  to  tepri- 
als  ?  Should  this  be  faid  only  to  exift  in  theory,  we  recur  to  the 
^radlice  of  a  great  nation,  who  had  more  than  realtfed  the  moft 
errible  expectations  of  the  moft  timid.  Thefe  modern  engineers 
tnow  better  than  to  attack  the  life  of  a  king  direAly,  and  therefore 
hink  to  elude  the  pfovifions  of  the  (hitutes  of  treafon  ;  they,  on 
he  contrar)',  approncli  the  walls  of  the  town  by  regular  ficgc,  and 
he  honourable  gentleman  contends  that  we  arc  from  the  walls  to 
ee  them,  without  molcftation,  complete  their  works  and  prepare 
heir  mines.  "  To  fatisiy  us  of  the  great  prudence  and  propriety  of 
his  cundufl,  he  adverts  to- a  novel  and  extravagant  phtlofophical 
kxSlrinc  of  national  character,  which  he  thinks  totally  unconnc<5lcd 
R'ith  foil  and  fituation ;  byt  did  it  neyer  occur  to  him,  whatever  in- 
Suenoe  Government  may  have  on  character,  chanuSer  originally  mo- 
difies Government,  and  is  therefore  the  prime  caufe  of  the  ultimate 
sfFecl.  Among  other  paradoxes  he  fcetns  to  have  found  out,  d>at 
nations  have  no  charader  in  common,  and  arc  not  to  take  ary  ex- 
ample from  each  other.    ' 

In  fpeaking  of  the  prcfcnt  corruption  and  depravity  of  France,  he 
refers  all  to  the  cfkA  of  the  old  Government ;  whereas  wc  find  that 
thefe  efFeds  increafe  in  the  exad  proportion  as  the  new  Govcmmcnr 
recedes  from  the  old,  and  becomes  diftinftly  eftablifhcd.  This  pa- 
radox, however,  is  not  new  with  the  lionourable  gentleman  of  at- 
tributing all  the  errors  and  exceflcs  of  the  prefent  ftatc  of  France  to. 
the  ancient  Government,  and  he  feems  to  adhere  to  it  with  all  the 
Tenzy  and  fondncfs  which  men  ufually  ftcw  to.  their  moft  extrava- 
pnt  opinions.  I^  indeed,  this  deplorable  eScSt  were  owing  to 
b^  old  Government  of  Fxance^  we  fliould  fee  its  effect  follow  Uf^ 
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defeiy  the  deftrufiion  of  that  fyftcm  ^  whereas  nothing  could  be 
greater  than  the  exit  of  that  Government  which  now  lies  buried  un- 
der the  ruins  of  all  that  was  excellent  in  the  country.  The  ho- 
nourable  gentleman  has  another  folution  alfo  for  this  difficulty,  name- 
ly, Ae  war.  The  war,  he  fays,  has  conduced  to  this  ftate  of  fa- 
vagc  dcfperation  in  which  we  find  France.  But  why,  it  might  be 
aiked,  have  not  other  wars  and  fimilar  difficulties  produced  the  fame 
dieft  in  other  nations  r  Bccaufe  they  were  not  debafed  and  corrupt- 
ed by  the  Governments  which  dlreftcd  them.  This  is,  however, 
the  poor  and  common  rcfort  of  all  empirics.  If  the  cafe  does  not 
fuoceed,  it  is  from  this  thing  or  that,  and  every  thing  but  their  own 
ignorance  and  want  of  (kill.  They  were  called  in  too  late,  the 
previous  treatment  was  bad,  and  killed  the  patient  before  they  came. 
Mean,  paltry,  and  unworthy  argument ! 

The  honourable  gentleman  afks  if  the  example  of  the  people  of 
France  is  more  to  be  dreaded  here  than  that  of  Kings  in  Europe, 
w^hom  with  him  we  might  have  been  induced  to  call  defpots,  if  the 
liberty  of  France  had  not  buried  all  former  defpotifm  in  the  exccft 
of  its  cruelty  and  opprcffion.  Triumphant  as  this  argument  may 
feem,  nothing  is  more  eafily  anfwered.  If  you  reduce  the  people 
of  this  country  to  the  mifcrable  ftate  of  the  people  of  France,  they 
will  aft  the  fame,  from  the  operation  of  the  pararhount  and  leading 
features  of  our  nature.  So,  if  you  reduce  a  King  of  England  to  th# 
ilatc  of  the  Monarchs  of  Europe,  he  will  aft  the  fame.  What  we 
deplore  and  deprecate  Is,  the  attempt  by  fly  and  infidious  means  to 
fcduce  the  people  of  this  country'  from  the  noble  and  honeft  charaftcr 
they  had  for  ages  poiklicJ.  The  main  qucfticn  between  us  now  is, 
whether  thefeAffociatioiis  honcl\ly  and  really  pr(>p<^)rcd,  however  cr* 
toneoufly,  a  parliamentary  reform,  as  it  is  called,  or,  under  that 
pretence,  the  utter  fubverfion  of  the  conftitution  ?  Let  any  man  locA: 
to  the  evidence  on  the  late  trials,  and  fay  honeftly  from  his  heart 
which  was  in  view.  There  was  another  objeft  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  animadverilon  andccnfure,  wUkh  however  was  fo  ge- 
neral and  loofe,  that  I  find  not  fo  much  a  difficulty  In  anfwering  it 
as  to  underftand  it.  Some  charges  can  no  more  be  replied  to,  than 
rhcfcoldingof  a  fifhwoir/jn  in  Billinjr^gate.  Docs  the  honourable 
gentleman  mean  to  fay  that  it  is  difhnn(»urablc  to  accept  of  office  r  — 
I  No^  from  the  other  fide.]  No!  Then  if  he  gives  up  that,  he  gives 
up  all  that  he  has  advanced  on  that  fubjeft.  The  calumnies  call 
on  fuch  things  are  only  to  be  refitted  by  the  fhield  of  charaftcr  ;  to 
that  my  noble  friends  and  I  refort.  I  am  truly  f^rrv  the  honour- 
able  gentleman  is  not  afhamed  of  fuch  low,  mean  tmffic.  I  defy 
him  toihcw  a  fmgle  circumilancc  that  can  tend  to  Cift  the  Ihadowr 
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f  doubt  on  bur  condufl.  The  malice  of  the  defigil  is  foconeded 
y  the  impotency  of  the  effort,  that  I  will  not  facrifice  a  word  in 
nfvvtTing  it.  The  honourable  gentleman  has  afked  why  we  did 
ot  continue,  as  at  fir{^  to  give  honourable  fupport  to  Minifters^ 
Ithout  joining  them  ?  Would  not  fupport,  without  refponiibilit]^ 
niiexcd  to  it,  be  mean,  be  difhoneft  ?  In  h&,  if  I  had  not  come 
Mo  an  oftcnfiblc  office,  where  would  the  honourable  gentleman  have 
>und  thnt  refpontiblc  charadler  with  which  he  threatens  me  in  fu- 
jrc.  Of  thofe  perfoftal  allufions  I  can  only  recolle6l  one  more, 
uncly,  that  if  I  took  an  olienfiblc  office,  I  ihould  have  refigned 
ic  emolument  of  it.  Docs  he  mean  this  as  a  general  principle; 
nJ  if  not,  why  is  the  exception  to  be  made  ?  As  often  as  this  idea 
;is  been  apitircd,  it  has  as  often  been  rejefted  by  the  beft  and  wifcft 
f  irjcn,  and  all  attempts  to  reduce  it  to  pradHce  have  been  rcg^u-ded 
J?  a  mean  and  paltry  lure  to  popularity.  He  is  called  upon,  thdrc- 
re,  to  explain  himfclf  more  fully  on  diis  head,  and  (hould  difdairt 
>  come  forward  with  dark  affertions,  which  he  dare  not  openly 
vt)w.  I  think  I  have  now  noticed  all  the  parts  of  the  honourable 
cnileman's  fpcech,  which  had  a  pcrfonal  allufion,  either  to  me  or 
le  eminent  charaders  whcT  came  into  office  at  the, fame  time.  The 
lore  general  topics  of  his  fpeech  I  (hall  leave  to  the  refutation,  as 
promifcd  in  my  outfet,  of  thofe  who  are  equally  ready  and  more 
blc  than  I  am. 

Mr.  HARDINGE  faid,  that  in  juftice  to  the  right  honourable-  j 
entlcman  who  fpokc  laft,  and  to  himfelf,  he  was  anxious  to  de- 
late, that  the  fentiment  alluded  to,  relating  to  the  commerce  and 
^nftitution  of  the  country,  had  come  from  him,  and  not  from  Mr. 
ViTidham  ;  nor  was  he  afhamed  now  to  repeat,  that  if  the  unfor- 
jnatc  difficulty  (hould  ever  arrive  when  he  muft  facrifice  either  one 
r  the  other,  he  would  fay,  "  Periih  commerce,  live  the  conftiru- 
on."  This  he  (hould  have  openly  avowed  before,  if  he  h^d  not 
lought  that  it  was  g(;nerally  known  and  needlefs  ;  as,  however,  a 
rther  mifundcr landing  fcemcd  to  have  gone  abroad,  he  conceived 
incumbent  on  him  not  to  delay  the  m:)lt  explicit  avowal. 

Colonel  MAITLAND  obfcrved,  that  he  had,  in  his  opinion^ 
lly  difclaimed  all  intention  of  alluding  to  the  right  honourable 
ntleman,  on  the  part  of  his  noble  relation  ;  and  he  would  fiin 
<,  whether  the  affertion,  "  that  the  fentiment  had  been  alferted 

authorit)'  in  the  Moufe  of  Commons,"'was  more  likely  to  allude 

the  Member  fi)r  Norwich,  who  had  then  no  office  in  Admini- 

ation,  or  Her  Majcfty's  Solicitor  General  r 

So  much  for  the  tirlt  point ;  as  to  the  fccond,  relating  to  the 

ccdotc  of  tlie  Rockinghaio  party,  that  he  khew  had  been  taken 
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from  the  mdft  authoritative  rt^iftcrs  of  the  times.  And  fure  he 
was  that  no  man  in  or  out  of  that  Hoiife  would  fcorn  more  an  in- 
fidious  or  unfounded  attack  than  the  noble  Lord  alluded  to.  It  was 
a  fsL&  well  known,  whether  the  right  honourable  gentleman  went 
or  not,  that  the  Duke  of  Portland  did  attend  meetings  for  a  par- 
liamentaiy  reform,  and  at  one  of  them  preferred  a  complaint  of 
fome  tranfaflion  in  the  Iloufc  of  Lords. 

Mr.  WINJDHAM  faid,  that  he  fpokc  with  certainty  only  to 
himfelf ;  as  to  the  other  chara<5ters  named,  he  fpoke  as  to  his  fm- 
cere-  belief ;  though  if  being  prcfent  by  accident  or  for  a  particular 
and  diilind  purpofe,  was  to  be  confirued  into  an  attendance  for  the 
radical  purpofes  of  the  meeting,  he  might,  for  ought  he  knew,  be 
implicated  like  the  noble  Duke. 

The  Marquis  of  TITCHFIELD  declared,  that  to  his  know^ 
ledge  his  noble  relation  did  never  attend  any  meeting,  to  partake  in 
or  countenance  any  mcafure  of  parlianDcntary  reform,  though  he  had 
attended  many  to  procure  economical  reforms ;  and  in  confirmation 
of  tliis,  he  ventured  to  appeal  to  the  recoUe£Uon  of  his  right  ho- 
nourable friend  (Mr.  Fox). 

Mr.  FOX  declared,  that  it  was  certainly  his  opinion  that  the 
Duke  of  Portland  had  always  been  an  enemy  to  parliamentary  re^ 
form,  but  that  it  was  alfo  equally  true,  that  at  the  period  alluded 
to,  ^thcre  were  meetings  which  the  Duke  of  Portland  atrended,  dnd 
in  which  the  idea  of  a  reform  in  Parliament,  was  not  difcouraged.— • 
There  was  a  meeting  in  Weftminfter,  which  met  fevcral  times, 
and  recommended  as  a  proper  objecS  of  reform  a  reform  in  Parlia- 
ment. That  meeting  the  Duke  did  attend. .  His  Grace  ftated  to 
that  meeting  what  had  paffed  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  on  the  fpeech 
of  the  late  Marquis  of  Down(hire,  and  the  Committee  came  to  a 
lefolution  in  confequence  of  that  ftatement.  Thefe  remarks  were 
material  to  prove  that  his  Grace  not  only  confidered  the  principle  of 
public  meetings  as  not  improper,  but  as  laudable.  With  refpccl:  to 
the  other  pcrfons  alluded  to  in  the  note  in  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale's 
letters,  it  was  not  true  of  them,  that  they  were  inimical  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  Parliamentary  reform.  Of  this  principle  they  invariably 
approved  ;  and  if  it  were  neceffary  he  would  ftate  the  precife  opinion 
which  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  entertained  upon  the  fubjed. 

Mr.  ERSKINE  faid,  that,  in  order  to  difcufs  with  precifion  the 
ciCpcdiency  of  repealing  the  a<Sl  which  the  motion  fought  to  repeal,  it 
was  neceffary  to  confider  upon  what. principles,  and  under  what  cir- 
cum(buKes,  it  had  paffed  in  the  former  feffion  ;  becaufe  the  quef- 
tion  ultimately  would  be.  Whether  a  neceffity  for  paffmg  it  ever  cx- 
ii^od  ?  and,  if  it  did,  whether  it  iUU  continued  to  cxift  ?    The  a^ 
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vhich  the  motiort  fought  to  rcpaal  was,  an  a<Jt  introduced  upon  the 
fpur  of  a  ncceffity  aiTumed  to  be  imminentj  to  fufp^nd  the  operation 
of  a  law  whidi  no  Miniftcr  that  ever  (ball  cxift  irt  England  would 
dare  to  abrogate ;  a  law,  without  which  England  has  no  conftitu- 
rion ;  a  law  which  the  people  obtained  by  the  virtue  aftd  iinnneft  rf 
their  anceftorS)  after  a  great  crifis  in  the  Government,  and  wfakb 
they  could  not,  and  would  not,  fubmit  to  part  with.     To  do  jut 
tice  to  the  Minifter,  for  he  would  mifreprefent  no  man,  this  troth 
was  fully  admitted  by  him,*whcn  the  Sufpcnfion  bill  was  prepared* 
The  fufpenfion  of  any  law  was  admitted  to  be  the  highcft  acl  of  au- 
thority, which  the  Lcgiflaturc  of  this  country  never  delegates  to  tha 
liigheft  Magifbates,  even    the  moft  infignificant  law  under  which 
the  fubjeft  lives  and  is  protcftcd  ;  a  fortiori ,  a  Uw  upon  wluch  the 
very  being  of  public  liberty  depended.     But  it  was  faid,  and  truly 
fold,  for  he  admitted  die  propolition,^  though  he  dehied  the'appUca-* 
tion,  that  there  arc  conjunfturcs  in  all  States,  in  which  laws  made 
fcr  univerfal  proteftion  muft  yield  to  a  paramount  neccflity,  and 
that,  as  Blackftonc  fays,  the  nation,  in  fuch  cafe  of  imminent  ne- 
ceflity,  parts  with  its  liberty  for  a  fliort  feafon  to  fccure  it  for  ever* 
The  cxiftcnce  of  this  paramount  neceffity  was,  therefore,,  aHumed 
by  the  Miniftcr  in  the  laft  fcflion  of  Parliament ;  when,  after  having 
advifed  His  Majefty  to  arreft  the  perfons  and  to  feizc  the  papers  of 
many  of  his  fubjcdts,  he  farther  advifed  him  to  fend  a  ntelTage 
to  that  Houfc  upon  the  fubjcS,  which  was  brought  by  the  Secretary 
of  Stafte  on  the  1 2  th  of  May  laft.  This  meffagc  informed  the  Houf(^ 
that  His  Majefty  had  difcovered  the  exiftence  of  a  traitorous  confpi^ 
racy  to  hold  a  Convcution,  which  was  to  fubvert  the  Government, 
and  affume  to  itfelf  all  the  furnflions  of  Parliament.     He  faid,  tha^ 
he  read  the  terms  of  the  mcffage,  to  ftiew  that  the  Houfc  did  noT 
fufpend  the  Habeas  Corj^us  a6l  upon  a  vague  undefined  fufpicion  ol 
a  conjedtural  confpiracj',  but  upon  wliat  appeared  to  it  to  amount  to 
fdfficicnt  evidenrc  of  a  diftinft  fpecillc  treafonableconfpiracy  againlt 
the  Government :  not,  as  Mr.  Windliam  had  ftated  it,  a  general 
fufpicion  of  undefined  danger  from  feditious  libellers  or  difturbcrs  of 
the'  peace,  but  a  pofitive,  accurately  delineated  and  defined  confpii-' 
i*acy,  to  liold  the  Convention,  which  was  to  fufj^end  the  functions- 
of  Parliament.     His  Majefty's  meflfage,  and  the  papers  it  referred 
to,  were,  in  confcquencc  of  it,  referred  to  a  Secret  Committee ; 
that  Secret  Committee,  by  its  Report,  publiftted  the  evidence,  and* 
declared  the  exiftence  of  the  fame  defined  fpecific  confpiracy  :  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  moved  for  the  fufpenfion  oCthc* 
Habeas  Corpus,  on  the  fame  fpecific  ground ;  and  the  preamble  of 
the  adt  itlelf  recited  its  exiftence. 
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The  Habeas  Corpus  aft  then  flood  (ufpended  to  the  i  ft  of  Febra- 
an%  not  as  ta  a  day  that  had  any  thing  particular  in  it ;  not  as  an 
epoch  in  the  country  ;  but  as  to  a  period  within  which  the  Houfe 
cxpeftcd  that  what  had  happei)ed  would  take  place ;  viz.  that  the 
matter  contained  in  the  Reports  on  ex  parte  evidence  would  be  con- 
firmed or  negatived,  and  explained  in  the  judicial  proceedings  foic 
in  motion  by  the  Houfe  in  confequencd  of  its  anfwer  to  the  Crown. 
The  Attorney  General's  duty,  therefore,  under  all .  thefe  circum- 
fiances,  was  to  fet  the  criminal  law  in  motion — to  point  it  to  the 
charges  made  by  the  HoUfe — judicioufly  to  prepare  the  charge,  ju- 
dicioufly  to  feled  the  mod  proper  criminals  upon  the  evidence,  and 
fo  to  arrange  the  evidence,  that  the  grand  jur}^,  and  afterwards  the 
petty  jury,  (houldhave  the  full  view  of  all  that  the  two  Hbufes  had 
prepared.  The  indiftmcnt  was  therefore  prepared,  and  ably  pre- 
pared, to  meet  the  whole  cafe,  and  accurately  purfucd  the  views  of 
Parliament ;  and  it  charged,  therefore,  as  the  crime,  the  confpi- 
racy  to  hold  this  fpecific  Convention  for  the  traitorous  purpofes  af^ 
fumed  by  the  Reports.  The  queftions  of  fail,  therefore,  fubmit-  ^ 
ted  to  the  jury,  were,  whether  the  defendants  compaflcd  and  ima- 
gined the  King's  death  ?  and,  whether,  in  purfuance  of  that  traitor- 
ous purpofe,  they  confpired  to  hold  a  Convention,  which  Conven- 
tion (hould  affume  the  funflions  of  Parliament  ?  and,  whether  they 
confpired  tp  provide  arms  for  that  traitorous  purpofe  ?  and,  whether 
they  publifhed  the  various  papers  publiQied  in  the  Reports,  with 
the  traitorous  purpofe,  /.  e.  either  to  hold  a  Convention  for  the 
traitorous  purpofes  charged ;  or,  to  levy  war  and  rebellion,  gene- 
rally againft  the  King  ?  The  Grand  Jury,  which  fat,  like  the  Houfp 
of  Commons,  on  ex  parte  evidence  only,  found  the  bill.  Indeed 
they  were  differently  circumftanced  from  every  other  Grand  Jury  : 
for  they  had  before  found  the  bill  by  their  reprefentatives  in  Par- 
liament. And,  independently  of  that  legal  fidion,  they  were  bend- 
ing beneath  the  authority  of  the  King,  and  the  two  Houfes  of  Par- 
liament ;  whofe  pre-judgment  had  loaded  the  prefs  for  months  to- 
gether. And  upon  this  charge,  with  greater  difEculties  to  ftrugglc 
with  Aan  he  ever  recoJledted  in  his  private  praftice,  the  parties 
were  put  upon  their  trials.  They  fevered  in  their  defences,  anj 
the  Crown  had  its  cleftion,  whom  it  would  try  firft  ;  and  Hardy 
^'as  fixed  upon,  on  every  principle  which  could  guide  profeflional 
nicn  in  die  exercife  of  a  great  public  duty :  for  he  might  be  faid  to 
be  privy  to  what  he  called  the  whole  body  of  the  evidence.  The 
<^c  of  Hardy  was  opened  by  the  Attorney  General,  who  had  been 
ana6Hve  Member  of  the  Houfe  during  the  conjunflure  which  led! 
to  the  trials,  and  a  Member  of  the  Secret  Conrniittec  \  who,  bc^ 
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fides,  attended  the  King's  Miniflers  aflfembled  in  Coundl ;  vAia 
\vas  prcfent  at  all  examinations  ;  and  who,  added  to  thcfc  advan- 
tages, had,  he  believed,  infpefted  and  ftudied  every  paper  the 
moft  remotely  connedtcd  with  the  caufe  \  and  who  was  more  niafter 
of  all  their  bearings,  than  he  could  have  fuppofed  the  human  mind 
capable  of  containing,  above  all  learned  and  intelligent  men,  upon 
fuch  trafti  as  this  Houfe  had  fet  it  to  work  on.  Mr.  Erfkinc  then 
Taid,  that  he  was  prepared  to  ihew,  by  the  fequel  of  the  proceedings, 
tliat  the  juries  by  their  verdifts*had,  not  merely  by  probable  infer- 
ence, but  almoft  direftly  and  technically,  n^tived  the  cxiftcnce 
of  the  confpiracy,  upon  which  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
avowedly  was  founded.  In  order  to  eflablifh  this,  he  faid,  that 
the  Attorney  General  had  divided  the  caufe  into  three  branches : 
Firft,  Whether  the  treafonable  confpiracy'  charged  by  the  Reports^ 
and  which  was  made  the  foundation  of  the  indictment,  cxifted  at 
all  in  any  body  ?  Secondly,  Whether  the  prifoner.  Hardy,  bad  a 
{hare  in  it  ?  Thirdly,  What  was  the  1(^1  amfequencc  of  the  cftab- 
liflimeht  of  thefe  two  propofitions  of  faft  r  On  offering  the  firft 
branch  of  the  evidence,  he  (Mr.  Erlkine)  had  objefted  to  reading 
the  writings,  and  proving  the  adts  of  a  great  number  of  perfons 
fcattered  tliroughout  the  kingdom ;  moft  of  whom,  indeed  moft  of 
whofe  exiftcnces,  were  unknown  to  Mr.  Hardy.  He  had  infifted, 
that  the  connection  between  the  adtors  and  writers  with  the  prifoner 
fliould  firft  have  been  cftablifticd,  before  the  minds  of  the  jury  (hould 
have  been  affefted  by  their  actions  or  their  writings.  He  did  not, 
he  faid,  mean  to  argue  that  point,  or  to  confidcr  its  legalit)- :  It 
was  enough  for  him,  which  was  every  thing  to  the  prcfent  purpofc, 
that  it  was  ovcr-niled  by  the  Court,  becaufe  it  let  in  the  whole  evi- 
dence which  the  Houfe  had  coUcdtcd — every  thing  in  both  Reports, 
and  a  hundred  times  more:  All  that  any  man  in  any  focicty  in 
England  or  Scotland,  profefling  the  objedts  of  reform,  had  done, 
or  written,  or  faid  ;  even  the  whole,  or  the  moft  material  part  of 
tlic  evidence  againft  Watt,  at  Edinburgh  ;  Watt,  the  fpy  of  Go- 
vernment, who  was  hanged  to  fet  the  thing  a-going.  If  the  pri- 
foner's  counfel  had  prevailed  in  their  obje6tion,  it  might  have  been 
faid,  with  fomc  air  of  truth,  that  the  jury  had  not  before  them  all 
the  materials  for  judgment,  which  had  been  before  the  Houfe  :  or, 
if  any  technical  legal  objedtion^had  been  fucccfsfully  made,  to  tl« 
relevancy  or  admiflibility  of  any  part  of  the  Report,  the  fame  diing 
might  have  been  faid :  Or  if  it  had  been  faid  before  the  jury  alfi 
intuitu  7  If  it  had  been  offered  as  proof  of  a  criminal  difpofition  in 
the  prifoner  Hardy,  and  not  of  a  general  confpincy,  the  &me  plau- 
fible  aigument  might  have  been  emplo}'cd  \  but  he  undertook  to 
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ihtw,  firft,  that  the  whole  Report,  or  as  much  of  it'  as  the  Attor- 
ney General  thought  fuitable  to  the  purpofe,  wtls  received  in  evi- 
dence at  the  trial,  that  no  objedtton  prevailed  againft  it,  and  that 
it  was  given  in  evidence  direftly  and  technically  to  eftablifh  the^ery 
prt^)ofition  predicated  by  the  Houfe  in  its  Report ;  fo  much  fo, 
that  the  Chief  Juftice,  following  the  arrangement  of  the  AttorhejT 
General,  cxprefsly  and  repeatedly  ftated  to  the  counfel  and  the  jury, 
that  the  general  evidence  was  not  evidence  which  could  affedt  the 
prifoncr,  unlefe  afterwards  brought  home  to  him  ;  but  that  it  was 
received  to  cftablifh  the  cxiftcnce  of  a  confpiracy,  without  which 
he  could  not  have  confpired,  viz.  A  confpiracy  to  hold  a  Conven- 
tion for  the  fubverfion  of  the  Conftitution,  which  the  indictment 
charged  ;  the  identical  (pecific  confpiracy  affcrted  in  the  preamble 
of  the  fufpcnding  ftatutc,  founded  upon  the  Reports  of  the  two 
Houfes  of  Parliament.     It  was  plain  from  this  view  of  the  trials, 
which  no  man  could  deny,  that  the  major  propofition  of  fadl,  with- 
out which  neither  any  fecondary  matter  of  fa<S,  as  affecting  the  in- 
dividual, or  any  matter  of  law  for  the  Court  to  confider  of,  could 
arife,  was  the  belief  of  the  jury,  that  a  general  confpiracy,  fuch  ag 
the  indiAment  chai^ged,  exifted  fomewhcrc.     The  Lord  Chief  Juf- 
ticc  Iiad  cxprefsly  put  the  caufe  in  that  way  in  ruling  the  admifli- 
bility  of  the  general  evidence  on  Hardy's  trial.     He  faid,  that  there 
were  two  queftions  of  fiwS,  and  a  legal  conclufion,  if  the  fadls  ren- 
dered any  legal  conclufion  neceffary :  Flrft,  whether  the  confpitacy, 
as  charged,  exifted  at  all ;  and  fecondly,  whether  Hardy  was  party 
to  it ;  and  thirdly,  what  was  the  legal  confequence  if  the  two  pro- 
p^fitions  of  fed  were  eftablifhed.     If,  faid  the  Court,  addreffing 
the  prifoncr's  counfel,  the  jury  are  not  convinced  of  the  firft,  cadet 
qnrJitOf  your  client  is  not  refponfible,  there  is  no  matter  of  fadt  for 
application  to  the  prifoncr,  and  no  law  for  me  to  deliver.     ITiis 
ftatemcnt  was  undoubtedly  corrcdV,  lincc  the  only  way  that  the  dc^ 
bated  qoeftion  of  treaforv  could  arife  was,  whether  the  exiftcnce  of 
the  confpiracy,  diarged  by  the  indictment,  if  found  by  the  jury, 
did  amount,  cither  by  inference  of  law,  or  irrefiftible  conclufion 
from  faft,  to  a  compoflTing  orthe  King's  death  ?  Mr.  Erfkine  faidn 
he  built  this  argument  upon  the  foundation  of  juftice  to  the  Attorney 
General,  which  he  willingly  rendered  ;  for  he  never  contended  that 
a  thoufand  libels  on  Parliament  put  together,  could  amount  to  the 
crime  charged  ;  nor  the  moil  feditious  intention  of  approaching  Par- 
liament by  feditious,  riotous,  tumultuous  affemblies ;  but  only  that 
if  the  prifoncrs  contemplareJ  utterly  to  fubvert  the  whole  conftitu- 
tional  autherities,  including  the  King's  prcjrqgative,  thereby  delay- 
ing the  regal  office,  which  no  King  was  likely  to  furtive,  that  this 
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vas  a  compafling  the  King's  d^th^  without  any  cadence  of  a  dife& 
onfpiracy  againft  his  pcrfon.  Whether  this  be  law  or  not,  is  luddly 
vhoUy  and  abfolutely  irrelevant  to  the  view  he  mpant  to  take  of 
his  qucftion  ;  and  therefore  he  protefied  againd  giving  the  Houfe 
iny  jurifdiaion  upon  it  in  this  pofture  of  debate,  for  vciy  obvious 
eafons.  He  had  already  delivered  his  opinion  on  the  fvbjcA ;  and 
hough  he  by  no  means  agreed  that  an  advocate  was  bound  in  his 
3wn  pcrfon  for  any  ftatement  of  the  law  as  counfel  at  the  bar  (a  cu- 
rious and  a  dangerous  propofition  fqr  the  country),  yet  he  did  volun« 
iarily  and  folemnly  now  declare  that  his  opinion  did  go  aloiig  witfi 
all  that  he  delivered  upon  the  trial  on  the  fubjeft,  and  that  he  be- 
lieved it  was  an  opinion  which  no  argument  nor  any  length  of  time 
would  change.  This,  he  faid,  was  a  mere  digrcflion,  as  it  would 
be  folly  to  fuppofe  that  the  Houfe  (hould  fupport  his  opinion  in  opfo* 
fition  to  that  on  which  it  had  ftakeid  its  charaftcr  with  the  country ; 
and  he  was  therefore  ready,. for  argument's  fake,  to  fuppofi:  the  law 
to  he  as  the  Houfe  had  declared  it ;  and  that  upon  the  matter  before 
the  Houfe,  when  viewed  rx  parte  only,  that  there  was  a  reafiwiable 
ground  for  believing  in  the  fuppofed  confpiracy ;  bccaufc  ftill  the 
queftion  before  the  Houfe  returned  back  in  its  genuine  Ihapc,  viz. 
Whether,  after  the  judicial  inquiry,  which  the  Houfe  always  in- 
tended (hould  decide  the  queAion,  and  which  could  alone  decide  it, 
the  confpiracy  which  the  Houfe  had  believed,  and,  for  argument's 
fake,  had  teafonably  believed,  on  viewing  one  fide  of  the  evidence, 
could  now  be  conftitutionally  believed  and  afied  upoi>,  after  dcci- 
fions  founded  upon  the  view  of  both  ?  To  decide  this  qucftion  with 
incontrovertible  force,  he  faid,  that  it  was  clear  to  dcmonftration 
that  the  jury  could  not  have  acquitted  Hardy  upon  any  other  princi- 
ple upon  earth,  confidently  ^ich  common  honefty  and  common  fcnfe, 
than  upon  the  utter  diibelief  of  tlae  cxiftcnce  of  the  major  pr<^iofition 
of  fa£t,.  /.  /.  of  a  confpiracy,  fuch  as  the  indidment  chaigcdt  ex-r 
ifting  at  all.  Whoever  would  read  the  Attorney  General's  open? 
ing,  which  was  publiflied  by  Mr.  Gumey,  would  fee  this  iliuftiated 
with  great  force.  The  Houfe  could  not  con^lain  that  its  caufe  was 
not  wholly  and  entirely  laid  before  the  jury  \  for  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral, purfuing  the  views  of  the  Houfe,  maintained^  and  with  great 
ability,  firft,  that  a  confpirapy,  fuch  aswaschajged,  to  fubvertthe 
Government,  aftually  exiftcd,  and  that  the  whok  body  of  the  evi- 
dence manifefted  that  fpccific  confpiracy ;  fecondly,  that  Hardy  was 
a  party  to  it ;  and  laftly  the  conclufion  of  law,  which,  as  he  had 
obfervcd  already,  could  not  arifc)  till  both  t|ie  h&^  flood  cftabli(bed 
as  a  foundation  for  it. 

m^e  Attorney  General  leaving  maintained  th^  o»jor  propofition^ 
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hy  laying  before  the  jury  the  whole  mafs  of  the  Reports,  with  a  va« 
riety  of  other  matter,  the  benevolent  invention  of  fpies,  felons,  and 
iliiicreantSy  next  proceeded  to  maintain  that  to  which,  he  confeiTed, 
he  faw  then,  and  faw  now,    no  pofTible  anfwer,  viz.  that,   if  the 
confpiracy  exifted,  Hardy  was  neccfTarily  involved  in  it ;  and  he  ne^ 
ver  ihould  forget,  if  he  were  to>  live  for  ages,  the  eijnotion  of  his 
mind  qpon  this  part  of  the  argument,  which  he  always  confidered 
to  be  invulnerable.     He  had  faid  at  the  moment,  to  his  worthy 
and  learned  aflbciate  Mr.  Gibbs,  that  if,   (looping  under  the  pref- 
fure  of  prejudice,   or  diihacled  by  the  extent  of  the  materials,  the 
jury  (hould  be  led  to  fuppofe  that  a  general  confpiracy  exifted,    for 
which  undoubtedly  there  was  not  the  fmalled  foundation,  the  guilt 
of  Hardy  was  a  mere  corollary,  and  certainly  it  was ;  for,  take  out 
the  ccrrcfpondence  of  Hardy  from  the  evidence,  and  the  whole  fabric 
vaniflied  like  an  enchantment.     He  was  fecrctary  of  the  moft  ac- 
tive and  bold  fociety ;  he  was,  in  fa£l,  its  founder ;  he  compofed 
its  original  inflitution  ;  he  was  the  firft  mover  to  the  Convention  in 
Scotland  ;  l\e  was  the  iiril  mover,  alfo,  to  the  holding  of  that  fecond 
Convention,  the  confpiracy  to  hold  which  was  the  charge  in  the  in- 
di^ment.     Whatever  was  done,  he  did  ;  whatever  Was  known,  hov 
knew :  whatever  was  in  contemplation,  he  contemplated.     If  there 
was  a  confpiracy,  h^  unqueftionably  confpirec|.     Mr.  Erfkine  faid, 
it  fell  to  his  lot  to  open  the  cafe  of  this  unfortunate  man,  and,  if  he 
had  known  what  he  (hould  have  then  felt,  he  would  have  (hrunk 
b^ck  (rom  it ;  not  from  the  difficulty  of  the  cafe,  for  he  thought  that 
nothing,  but  from  the  load  of  prejudice  that  hung  about  it.     His 
It^arncd  coadjutor  and  himfelf  having  the  fame  opinions,   and  being 
refolved  to  purfue  die  fame  courfe,    they  lud  indeed  but  one,  and 
diat  wa^,   to  grapple  with  the  exiftence  of  the  confpiracy ;  for  aU 
thoi^h  he  did  not  rafhly  and  madly  admit,  that  the  edablifhment 
of  the  confpiracies  neceflfarily  involved  Hardy,  yet  he  never  fet  about 
the  denial  of  it,  bccaufe  there  were  fomc  propolitions  which  no  pru- 
dent advocate  would  urge :   if  he  urged  it,  he  muft  have  loft  all 
credit  with  the  honeft  and  judicious  men  who  were  to  decide  upon 
hi3  client's  life  and  death.     This  was  fo  much  the  cafe,  that  the 
Chief  Jijfticc,  in  fumming  up,  divided  the  caufc  into  two  branche^f 
as  it  had  been  before  divided  upon  the  arguments  for  admitting  the 
evidcme  ;  and  told  the  jury,  that  the  principal  queftion,   and  which 
was  a  mere  unmixed  matter  of  fa£t,  was  the  confpiracy  as  charged, 
and  Hardy's  (bare  in  it ;  and  after  having  (ummed  up  the  general 
evidence,  he  (aid,  he  was  fony  to  fay,  that,  if  that  evidence  fatif- 
fied  them  tliat  a  Convention  was  intended  to  be  lield  for  the  purpofes 
cbaiged^  the  piioncr'  ftopd  in  an  s^wful  predicament  j  fpj:  \\c  W)t 
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only  flood  implicated  in  the  larger  part  of  it,  but  that  it  had  been 
but  feebly  uj:ged  by  his  counfel  that  he  was  not.  The  judge  faid 
true :  We  forbore  to  urge  it,  becaufe  wc  knew  that  it  was  not  ten- 
able ground.  As  little  reliance  had  we  upon  the  law  as  we  ftated 
it ;  for,  though  wc  were  firmly  convinced  that  the  defence  was  in- 
Tulnerablc  in  point  of  law,  not  only  by  the  ftatute,  but  even  by 
>  all  the  authorities,  yet  we  did  not  cxpcfl  that  the  jury  would  pre- 
fer our  ftatement  as  advocates  to  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  whc- 
tfier  well  or  ill  founded  ;  Jiut  we  lookccj  to  the  great  (hect-anchor  of 
the  caufc,  viz.  Tl  e  grofs  falfehoocl  and  abfurdity  of  the  fuppofcd 
confpirac}',  on  W'hich  we  replied,  and  on  which  we  pre\'ailed.  The 
jury,  after  retiring  a  very  fhort  time,  pronounced  Mr.  Hardy  not 
guilty,  to  the  very  general  fatisfa6^ion  of  the  Public,  as  it  was  at 
Icaft  generally  underflood,  and  the  Court  adjourned  for  fome  days. 
On  the  trial  of  Mr.  Home  Tooke,  the  Chief  Juftice,  fo  far  from 
bringing  into  doubt  or  queftion  the  propriety  of  the  former  verdift, 
reminded  us  that,  in  point  of  technical  form,  the  verdifl  (hould  he 
proved ;  and  nothing  was  hinted  from  Bar  or  Bench,  that  there 
was  the  fmalleft  caufc  of  diffatisfadion.  Mr.  Home  Tooke  being 
of  the  Conflitutional  Society,  moft  of  the  addreffes  to  Paine,  rcli- 
tive  to  France,  were  brought  home  to  him  ;  yet  they  were  found 
to  be  perfciSHy  confiftent  with  an  attachment  to  the  forms  of  our 
Government:  And  why  were  they  not  ?  How  can  it  be  inconfident 
with  the.  fubje(?t  of  a  free  Government,  to  congratulate  antither  na- 
tion for  afferting  its  freedom,  though  in  a  diflTimilar  form  ?  When 
ihall  we  get- rid  of  bugbears,  which  are  conjured  up  for  our  difgracc 
and  our  deftrudtion  ?  The  acquittal  of  Mr.  Tooke,  he  next  faid, 
was  a  moft  important  place  to  reft  in  the  matter  before  the  Houfe ; 
it  was  a  great  xra  in  the  proceedings ;  in  his  own  opinion,  quite 
decifivc  of  what -the  Houfe  ought  to  do  that  day.  In  order  to  ftate 
what  was  done  with  precifion,  they  muft  look  firft  to  fee  who  thd 
pcrfons  indidlcd  were,  and  what  was  the  dire<ft  evidence  againft  them. 
The  Attorney  General  had  properly  fixed  on,  as  defendants,  thqfe 
who  had  taken  adtivc  ftcp&as  Members,  conferring  and  co-operat- 
ing towards  the  holding  the  Convention  ;  for  the  only  perfons  com- 
prehended in  the  confpiracy  were  the  Members  above  mentioned, 
and  Mr.  Hardy,  the  Secretary  to  the  Corrcfponding  Society. 

OnMr.Tooke's  acquittal,  Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  Holcroft,  Mr.  Kydd, 
and  Mr.  Bonney,  the  only  indidcd  members  of  the  Conftitutional 
Society,  were  dileharged  by  confent ;  and  at  that  period  that  thciF 
evidence  might  be  given  for  the  next  prifoner.  On  what  principle 
were  thefc  four  gentlemen  difchargcd  ?  Upon  two  principles  only : 
J^y  two,  he  .meant  two  uniting  together,     Firft,  that*  }Ax.  Horno 
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Tookc  was honcftly. and  juftly  acquitted;  elfe  his  acquittal  generated 
no  conclufion  in  favour  of  others,  who  fkxxl  in  a  fimilar  prcdica« 
mcnt.  Secondly,  that  he  being  innocent,  they  could  not  be  guilty. 
And  the  reafon  was  obvious ;  for  they  were  engaged  in  the  fame 
objed,  be  it  good  or  evil.  The  only  remaining  prifoners  under 
this  indidment,  were  Mr.  Thclwall,  and  the  other  five  members 
of  the  Corrcfponding  Society,  who  were  members  of  the  feme  com-t 
miftec  of  co-operation.  And  on  the  trial  of,  Mr.  Thdwiill,  the 
chief  juftice  found  the  acquittal  of  Mr.  Hardy  and  Mr.  Tooke,  and 
the  others  acquitted  by  confcnt,  direflly  in  his  way:  he  faid,  the 
chief  judice — for  none  of  the  jur}',  nor  any  of  die  audience,  ever 
entertained  a  moment's  doubt  on  any  part  of  the  cafe.  And  to  be 
fare,  the  confequence  of  the  acquittals  was  irrefiftible :  for  how 
could  one  individual  be  confpiring  with  others  acquitted  ?  And 
how  could  their  innocence  and  his  guilt  flartd  confident  ?  How 
could  the  two  focietics  be  innocent,  who  appointed  traitorous  com- 
mittees for  traitorous  purpofes,  and  who  received  traitorous  reports,, 
if  they  were  traitorous  r  And  how  could  twelve  perfons  meet  for 
the  exprefs  purpofe  of  fubverting  the  Government,  and  yet  fix  of 
them  (hould  not  know  what  five  of  the  others  contemplated  i  And 
yet  this  (hameful  farce  was  kept  up  at  an  cxpence  ruinous  to  indi- 
viduals, until  it  was  fairly  beat  down  by  the  honed  enthufiafn^ 
and  indignation  of  a  people,  which  it,  in  a  manner,  roufcd  as  fiont 
a  deep  fleep.  It  only  remained  to  fee  how  all  thefe  proceedings 
affedcd  the  cafe  before  the  Houfe.  They  had  fufpcnded  the  Habeas 
Corpus  aft  on  the  afiumed  exidence,  on  ex  parte  evidence,  of  a 
fjpecific  confpiracy  detailed  with  the  greated  accuracy  ;  and  they  had 
fufpended  it  for  .the  purpofe  of  judicial  trials.  They  had  not  con- 
vided  one  man  in  England,  an^  they,  had  made  the  country  a  fccne 
of  triumph  at  their  defeat. — Did  they  mean  to  date  to  the  Houfe 
to  go, on  with  tl^  new  proiccutions  to  cdablifti  this  confpiracy  to 
hold  a  Convention  ?  If  they  faid  yes,  let  them  date  the  progrefs: 
who  were  the  criminals?  What  were  their  numbers  ?  and  why 
arc  they  not  now  ready  for  trial  ?  But  fuppofing  they  meant  to  go 
on,  and  were  dill  unprepared  for  trial,  the  Habeas  Corpus  aS  liad 
no  (derations  on  treafon  which  would  affed  the  cafe  ;  they  nught 
podpone  the  trial,  under  the  wife  exception  provided  in  the  Habeas 
Corpus  a6l,  that  the  prifoner  (hall  not  be  bailed  or  difcharged, 
though  not  brought  to  trial  in ^ the  ordinary  courfe,  provided  it. 
appears  upon  oath  that  tlie  witnelTes  for  the  crown  are  abfcnt.  Sup- 
pofing,  therefore,  that  individuals  were  dill  fufpefted  of  or  charged 
with  treaibn,  or  even  with  this  fpccific  treafon,  now^  that  the  matter 
has  been  fo  fully  and  fairly  invcdigated,  why  could  they  not  be  pro- 
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cccdcd  upon  according  to  law,  without  a  total  fufpcnfion  of  the  liber- 
ties of  the  whole  nation  ?  Why  cannot  individuals  be  brought  lA 
this  as  in  any  other  cafe  to  jufticc,  without  arming  the  crowri  vAA 
a  dangerous  authority,  which  its  miniftcrs,  in  fome  of  the  ftages  of 
fubordination,  would,  in  the  nature  of  tilings,  abufe,  and  which  could 
not  be  vindicated  upon  any  principle  of  general  utility  or  fafcty  ?  He 
could  not  help  thinking  that  this  argu;nent  preffed  mofe  than  Is  con- 
'  ceded,  when,  notwithftanding  the  acquiefcertcc  of  the- crown,  the 
verdifls,  without  being  conftitutionally  queftioned,  wtre  fought  to 
be  difcrcdited ;  and  bccaufc  that  could  not  be  done  with  cffedt,  tti6 
very  trial  by  jury  itfelf  was  to  be  brought  into  diffepute.  The  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  had  fpoke  laft  (Mr.  Windhiart),  inftead  of 
fpcaking  to  the  queftion,  had  deliberately  defended  himfelf  againft 
tile  attacks  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  feemed  to  think  every  bod/  bound 
to  fubfcribc,  to  his  acquittal  upon  his  bare  word :  for  he  had  cadled 
no  witneflcs,  not  evqn  to  his  charaSer,  which  was  his  prihcipal 
defence.  He  did  not  wi(h  to  queftion  the  honourable  gentleman"^ 
defence,  even  under  thcfe  circumftances.  How  much  more  thert 
ftiould  he  rcfpedl  the  cafes  of  men  wKo  had  called  witneflcs,  and 
who  had  been  acquitted  by  their  country  !  He  was  foriy,  he  fald, 
to  fee  thcfe  peevifh  obfervations  in  that  place,  not  becaufc  they  af- 
fcdted  the  trial  by  jury,  the  value  of  which  was  too  dcejply  rooted 
in  the  hearts  of  every  Englifhman  to  be  impaired  by  any  obfcrvai- 
tions,  but  becaufe  it  brought  the  Houfe  of  Commons  into  difrcpute, 
which  was  already  but  too  much  funk  in  the  eftimation  of  the 
people.  Thjs  confidcration,  he  faid^  led  to  the  only  remaining 
topic,  the  policy  of  rejefting  the  motion.  Was  this  a  time,  he 
faid,  for  us  to  aflront  and  teaze  the  people  with  groundlefs  jcalbufics? 
We,  their  fcrvants  and  their  reprefentativcs — ^^if  we,  in(lcad  of  fit* 
ting  here,  the  popular  branch  of  Government,  to  proteft  them,  charge 
them  with  vague,  unfounded  confpiracies,  take  cafe  that  the  charge 
is  not  reverberated  on  us.  Above  all,  let  lis  attend  with  prudence 
to  the  prcfcnt  calamitous  conjundturc.  If  in  confequence  your  ene- 
mies, whom  you  affedl  to  defpife,  with  whom  you  will  ilot,  whoiA» 
it  feems,  you  cannot  treat  with — if  they  (hould,  as  perhaps' the/ 
may  be  in  a  fliort  feafon  upon  oui*  cdafts  to  invade  us-^if  the  prc- 
fcnt fyftem  continues,  who  is  to  defend  the  coliritty  ?  Who  but 
this  infulted  people  whom  you  calumniate  ?  The  people  only  caii 
do  it,  and  they  only  will  do  it,  as  they  feel  an  intereft  Veorth  the 
exertion.  Let  the  right  honourable  gcntieman  attend  to  the  rnaum 
happily  exprcflcd  by  the  poet,  and  no  lefe  happily  applied  by  his 
gteat  father  to  the  cafe  of  alienated  America : 
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**  Be  to  their  virtiies  very  kind, 
fie  to  their  fauhs  a  little  olind ; 
Let  all  their  ways  be  unconAn'dy 
And  clap  a  padlock  on  their  mind. 
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Mr.  Seijcaht  ADAIR  faid,  that  before  he  entered  into  the  ge- 
neral queftion  which  had  been  brought  under  the  confideration  of 
the  Houfe,  he  wiflied  to  guard  them  againft  a  fallacy  and  mifap- 
prehenfion  wluch  had  arifen  from  the  popular  defcription  of  the 
ad  in  queftion^  and  <)f  other  afts  of  a  fimilar  nature.     They  had 
been  called  Sufpenfions  of  the  Habeas  Qorpus  ASf ;  but  that  title  was 
hj  no  means  applicable  to  them,  in  the  extent  in  which' it  had  been 
applied,  and  he  hoped  the  Houfe  was  fenflble  that,  while  certain 
genfUmen  were  (bating  that  the  palladium  of  Englifh  liberty  was 
dcftroyed  by  flie  fufpcnfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  a<3,  that  only 
One  fingle  daufe  of  that  moft  excellent  aA,  that  was  applicable  to 
the  offence  of  high  treafon,  had  been  in  h&.  fufpendcd  ;  all  the 
teft  of  that  valuable  aA  was  left  untouched,  and  in  the  full  poffef- 
fion  of  die  people  of  this  country,  as  much  as  if  no  fuch  adt  as  thajt 
of  die  laft  feflion  had  ever  taken  place.     The  aft  of  laft  feffion 
fufytnAeA  that  claufe  by  which  peribns  indi6lcd  for  high  treafon 
were  entitled  to  be  tried  within  a  limited  and  precife  time.     If 
Minifters  had  ufed  the  power  conferred  upon  .diem  by  that  ^&  ille- 
gally and  wantonly,  and  had  deprived  t^-  fpbjedts  of  this  country 
of  tbdr  liberty. without  any  probable  c^ufe,  he  had  no  dSfficiilty  to 
AaCe,  as  a  lawyer,  that  the  perfons  fo  treated  would  have  an  adlion 
0f  falfe  impnibnment.     Whoever  abufed  that  power,  and  mali« 
cioufly  and  without  pnfbabk  eaufe  deprived  a  fubje<St  of  this  country 
of  his  liberty  on  a  chaige  of  high  treafon,  was  amenable  to  the  lawf; 
of  England.     The  remedy  provided  by  thofe  laws  was  not  affedled 
by  any  dung  iii  the  pr^ent  a<3 ;  and  oq  the  contrary,  It  would  ap« 
pear  to-  be  a  great  aggravation  for  any  Mmifter,  ading  unddr  th^ 
power  conferred  by  this  bilV  to  violate  the  truft  repofed  in  him, 
and  malicioidly,  and  without  any  probable  eaufe,  to  deprive  a  fub- 
ySt  of  England  of  his  Hberty.    It  had  been,  moil  induitrioufly  dated 
out  of  door%  ^t  by  die  Habeas  Corpus  fufpenfion  bill,  all  the 
rights  and  Itbeides  of  Englifhmen  had  been  furrendered  into  the 
hands  of  Mtnifiers.     For.  what  purpoTc  diofe  mifereprcfentations 
had  been  made^  was  beft  known  to  thofe  who  had  made  them.     He 
fully  and  endrely  acqiatted  his  honourable  ^md  learned  friend  (Mr. 
SEHkine)  of  every  thing  of  that  fort.     The  queftion  for  their  confii 
deration  was,  whedier  there  was  any  thing  now  before  the  Houfd 
to  induce  libem  to  rgpeal  diat  ad  -before  tlie  time  afligncd  for  ifs 
«x)ma<ion.     That  oiiift  depend  qn  one  or  other  of  thcfe  two  que- 
V#i.  XLII.  T 
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Sons — Whether  tticre  was  anything  to fatisfy that  Houfe,  tbot 
hey  had  originally  paffcd  the  aft  under  any  miftake  of  the  then 
:xi(ling  circumftancesy  or  whether  any  diing  had  pafied  lincc  that 
:imc  that  had  removed  the  original  ground  upon  which  the  aft  was 
founded.  With  rcfpeft  to  the  firft  point,  fo  little  had  been  at- 
tempted to  impeach  it,  that  it  fcemed  there  was  nothing  to  anfw^er 
upon  that.  Many  circumftaoces  clearly  (hewed,  that  when  the 
[ufpenfton  aft  palTed,  there  did  exift  an  urgent  and  weighty  ncccfTity 
pvhich  was  ftatcd,  and  which  he  agreed  ought  to  talcc  place  before 
my  part  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft  ought  to  be  repealed.  An  uigcnt 
md  weighty  neccfflity  aftually  did  cxift,  and  there  had  no  argument 
xcn  advanced  tofliew  that  it  did  not.  Itrcmalned,  therefore,  to 
enquire  whether  there  had  any  thing  occurred  whicli  had, done  away 
that  ground,  which  had  been  decided  upon  by  the  wifdom  of  Parlia- 
ment. Upon  that,  hardly  any  thing  more  was  to  be  faid  than  upon 
the  former  point.  It  was  neccflary  for  thofe  gentlemen  who  moved 
For  the  repeal  of  the  fufpcnlion  bill,  to  (hew  to  the  fatisfaftion  of 
rhe  Houfe,  either  that  no  oonfpiracy  exifted  at  all,  or  if  it  had 
jxifted,  that  it  had  now  been  completely  done  away,  and  ccafed  tt> 
rxift  at  that  moment.  The  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
tJoufe,  and  particularly  his  honourable  and  learned  friend,  had 
boldly  ftated,  that  the  late  trials  at  the  Old  Bailey  had  difproved  the 
sxiftencc  of  a  confpiracy.  He  faid  he  was  very  much  furprifcd  at 
the  language  he  h^d  hearJ  rcfpefting  the  cffeft  of  the  verdifts  of 
Juries.  He  believed  that  no  man  whp  heard  him  had  an  hi^er 
rcfpeft  than  he  for  that  ipfiitution  \  but  he  was  very  far  from  tliink- 
log  that  the  inftitution  of  Juries  would  either  be  advantageous  tm 
Individuals  or  to  the  general  adminiftration  of  jufticey  if  the  verdiiSb 
3f  Juries  were  to  be  attended  with  thofe  efFefts  which  had  been 
ftated  by  fome  gentlemen. — It  came  to  this  general  propofition, 
that  by  the  vcrdift  of  acquittal  of  a  Jury,  the  innocence  of  a  party 
acquitted  was  completely  and  for  ever,  and  in  all  cafes,  eftabli(hed 
beyond  all  doubt  and  controverfy.  Tlaat  was  a  propofition  to  which 
fie  could  not  agree  ^  and  notwithftanding  the  high  language  of  his 
honourable  and  learned  friend  (Mr.  Erlkine),  notwithftanding  the 
fupppfed  infult  to  the  prifoners  that  had  been  acquitted,  notwith- 
ftanding the  furprize  expreffed  by  fome  perfons,  he  could  never 
igrce  with  his  honourable  and  learned  friend  that  it  was  not  confti- 
tutional,  tliat  it  wa&  not  decent,  that  it  was  not  proper,  whenever 
the  occalion  fhould  occur,  even  to  arraign  the  vcrdift  of  a  Jury, 
in  that  Hotd/fj  whenever  the  truth  and  juftice  of  the  cafe  Hiould 
warrant  it,  and  whenever  that  enquiry  became  neccflary, .  far 
he  dtciTion  of  the   queflion   under  deliberation.      If  that  wa^ 
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fo,  whnt  wa«  to  become   of  the  fupcrintcnding  power  of  Parlia-' 
mcnt ;  of  that  power  which,  by  the  Conftitutiorii  was  lodged  in 
dicm  for  corrcfling  the  abufes  of  every  part  of  the  adminiftration 
of  jufrice  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft  ?     What  was  ro  become  of 
the  controul  of  Parliament  over  corrupt  judges,  to  impeach  them, 
if  the  verdift  of  a  jury  was  to  weigh  down  the  rights  of  Parliament? 
The  controul  of  Parliament  was  the  only  remed)'  provided  by  the 
ConHitution  for  fupprefling  the  corruption  of  judges,  as  well  2fis  for 
removing,  ns  much  as  poflible,  every' defeft  in  every  part  of  the 
adminiftraiion  of  jufrice.   If  it  was  done  on  juft  ground?,  and  with 
dccenc}',  it  was  the  duty  of  every  Member  of  Parlinmcnt  to  point 
out  all  ft:ch  abufes.  At  the  fame  time  the  learned  Serjeant  adm.itted, 
that  if  it  wns  done  on  frivolt)us  and  weak  groi'mds,  a  man  miift  cx- 
pofe  Wmfelf.      But  to  fay  that  it  was  not  orderly,  that  it  was  not 
proper,  th:!t  it  was  n<>t  conftitutiortal  to  arraign  in  that  Houfe,  the 
improper  conduct  of  any  perfon,  from  thehigheft  to  the  loweft,  who 
was  concerned  in  the  executive  or  judicial  Government   in   the* 
countrj',  excited  his  furprize.     He  faid  he  held  himf^lf  perfectly 
at  libert)s  and  he  laid  in  his  claim  without  the  leaft  refervc,  that 
if  bethought  the  verdifls  in  queftion  were  reprehenfible  in  any  rcf- 
p€(S,  if' he  thought  they  were  corrupt,  he  held  himfclf  pcrfed^ly  at 
Kbcrty  to  fay  fo  to  that  Houfe  ;  there  was  notliing  in  the  cafe  tliat 
called  on  htm  for  that ;  there  was  nothing  before  the  Houfe  that 
called  on  him  to  arraign  the  verdifts  of  the  late  juries  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  becaufe  the  principles  of  the  adminiftration  of  criminal  ju- 
fticc  gave  the  fi^lleft  reputation  to  all  the  confequcnces  wtrich  had 
been  attempted  to  be  drawn  from  thofc  verdi  As.     His  honourable 
and  learned  friend  had  very  properly  ftatcd,  that  it  was  the  duty  cf 
the  grand  jury  to  inteipofe  between  the  Sovereign  and  the  fubjeft, 
^^0  prcTcut  the  fubjefl  being  vexed  and  harraffed  ynth  a  frivolous 
profeCutxon.-7-What  was  the  duty  of  a  Grand  Jury  ?      In  the   firft 
place,  they  ought  to  be  clearly  fatisfied,  that  the  charge  ftated  in 
the  indictment  preferred  to  them,  exifted.     On  that  point,  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Grand  Jury  to  havfi  clear  ^d  fatisfocVory  evidence, 
ethcrwifc  they  were  not  faithful  to  their  oaths.     They  ought  net 
to  prcfcnt  any  critninal  to  be  tried,  till  they  were  fatisfied  the  offence 
charged   aBually  exiftedy  and  had  been  committed  by  fonu  body. 
Another  thing  of  which  they  oi^ght  to  be  fatisfied,  was  not  that  the 
perfea  charged  'wz%  guilty^  but  that  flie  cxiftence  of  the  offence  being' 
cftabliftied,  there  was  a  probable  ground  laid  for  charging  the  parti- 
cular pcribo  with  it,  agaihft  whom  the  indidment  was  preferred, 
^lat  dvcrc  was  fuch  a  rcafonablc  prcfumption  of  his  guilt  as  to  make 
k  fit  and  proper  to  put  him  on  his  trial,  in  order  to  account  for  \i%, 
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conduct  before  a  Jury  of  his  country*    The  bufineb,  Iher^ferc,^ 
of  a  Grand  Jury,  was  to  fee  that  the  crime  defcribed  in  the  indict- 
tnenty  had  an  cxiftence  in  the  country ,  and  theie  muft  alfo  be  a. 
pcobable  prefumption  of  the  guilt  of  the  perfon  named  in  the  indkl- 
ment.     The  finding,  therefore,  of  ttie  Grand  Jury,  eftablilbed  two 
propofitions,  (as  far  as  the  authority  of  their  opinion  oould  decide) 
thai  the  fonfpiracy  which  was  the  fid>j^t  of  the  indictment,  bad  an 
actual  exiftence,  and  that  there  was  probable  caufe  for  imputing  that 
confpiracy  to  the  pcrfons  accufcd.     The  next  conlideradon  was  the 
Petty  Jury  in  contra-diftinction  to  the  Grand  Jury.     When,  in  a 
civil  cafe,  a  queftion  of  property  between  man  and  man  came  to  be 
decided  by  a  Jury  in  a  Court  of  Juftice,  they  muft  decide  one  way 
or  another.     They  muft  either  give  their  verdict  for  the  plauiriff 
or  the  defendant.     They  muft  form  a  judgment  on  tlie  evidence, 
and  according  to  its  prcponderancy,  give  the  property  either  to  the 
one  or  the  other.     But  if  the  Jury  were  fo  to  decide  iq  a  criminal 
cafe,  .they  :would  neither  do  juftice  io  the  prifoner  nor  ^ic  puUic*  It 
is  they  duty  to  be  clearly  fatisfied  he  is  guilty  of  the  cl^rge  againft 
him,  otherwife  they  ought  to  acquit  him.'    It  was  not  enou^  that 
tfiere  was  a  prcponderancy  of  evidence  againft  him.     He  d^d  not 
mean  there  (hould  be  dcmoiiftration,  becaufe  the  afiair^  of  human 
Ufe  did  not  admit  of  that  ipecies  of  evidence.     But  if  there  was  a 
found  and  well-weighed  doubt,  tjiat  ought  to  weigh  in  the  mind  of 
fpber  anddifci:)eet  mcn,theirduty  infuchcafeis  to  acquit  the  priibnei:. 
Such  a  verdict  was  not  founded,  as  in  a  civil  cafe,  on  die  prepoo- 
derancy  of  the  evidence,  but  on  a  reafonable  doubt  of  the  guilt  ol 
the  defendant.     This,  he  faid,  was  not  only  the  general  law,  but 
that  was  the  explanation  of  the  law  given  to  the  Jury,  who  found. 
t|ie  verdicts  in  queftion,  by  the  learned  Judge,  Chief  Juftice  Eyre, 
who  prefkied  at  the  late  State  Trials.     But  there  was  another  prin- 
dple  in  the  criminal  lay^  tA  England,  to  wit,  humanity,  and 
%CPording  to  that  principle,  it  was  held  to  be  better  for  the  admn 
^iftration  of  juftice,  that  twenty  guilty  perfons  (hould  efcape  the 
punilhment  of  the  law,  than  that  one  innocent  perfon  (hould  be 
punUhed.     Did  not  that  very  principle  prefume,  that  twen^  guilty. 
Iierfons  might  be  pinperly,  honburably,  and  judicially  acquitted  ? 
T^  propo(ition  itfelf  implies  it ;  and  he  adn^ttcd  it  was  better  for 
the  public  and  for  humanity,  as  weU  as  for  the  adminiibation  oC 
eiimincd  juftice.     This  was  a  m$»rim  of  the  law  of  England,  and 
•very,  man  of  generous  and  honoiurable  foelii^s  went  along  witfi  it. 
.    Thi^i  then> :  being  the  nature  of  criminal-  proceedii^,  and  this 
beir^  thc' principle  of  the  crinuna^  law  of  England,  was  it  pofiible 
tp  cwtend  a$  a  general  prindple,'  oonfiftent  with  oommon  fcnie. 
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that  a  vefcfid  of  acquittal  W29f  in  the  mind  and  confiuence,  a  proef 
of  the  innocenoe  of  die  party  acquitted.  It  was  inconfiftent  with 
tike  rules  of  criminal  law,  and  of  criminal  juftice.  But  the  refolt 
of  the  verdiiJl  of  acquittal  was,  the  rcftoring  th^  party  acquitted  to 
all  legal  purpofc^,  }n  aU  Iqgal  confequenceS)  to  the  condition  of  ai^ 
innocent  man.  From  the  circumdance  of  being  acquitted,  the 
party,  in  the  eye  of  the  law^  ivas  innocent,  as  to  life,  liberty,  aAd 
ppc^rty.  As  far  as  the  law  could  proteA  him;  he  wa$  exempted 
from  all  the  legal  confcquences  of  guilt.  That^  and  that  only,  was 
the  general  efied  of  a  verdid  of  acquittal. 

His  honourable  and  learned  friend  had  flated,  that  there  were 
diree  propofitions  for  die  confidcratlon  of  the  Court  and  Jury,  at  the 
late  tiials,     ift.  The  exigence  of  the  confpiracy  ;    2d,  Whether 
the  peribns  indiiSled  were  guilty  of  it ;  and,  3d,  The  law  on  the 
fubjc^.     His  honourable  and  learned  friend  (Mr.  Erfkine)  had 
contended,  that  the  Gendemen  of  the  Jury  muft  have  ^vcn  their 
yerdid  on  the  iirft  of  thefe  propofitions,  on  finding  that  no  confpi- 
racy exifled.     The  learned  Serjeant,  however,  did  not  fee  vciy 
plearly  how  his  honourable  and  learned  friend  could  know  that  the 
Jury  drew  thrir. inference  from  one  propofition,  which  might  have 
been  equally  drawn  from  all  the  three  propofitions.    Unlefs  the  Jui^ 
tbemfelves  had  explained  from  which  of  the  three  propofitioAs^they 
pad  drawn  the  conclufion,  the  learned  Serjeant  thought  he  was  bet* 
tcr  auttumfed  to  argue,  that  the  Jury,  foimdcd  their  VerdiA  on  the 
propofidon  that,  in  their  minds,  the  evidence  was  not  brou^t 
name  to  the  different  prifoners.    His  honourable  and  learned  friend 
had  dated,  with  a  confiderable  degree  of  confidence,  that  on  the 
ptSt  trial,  in  his  Judgement,  it  was  impoffible  to  acquit  on  ^ny  othe^ 
ffoand  than  a  doubt  of  the  exiflence  of  diat  confpiracy.     If  that 
had  been  lb,  th^  would  not,  he  conceived,  have  been  entering  on 
0iat  difcuffioQ  that  day.     He  begged  the  Houfe  to  attend  to  what 
would  have  been  the  probable  coqfequence,  if  his  learned  friend  had 
diftindUy  ftated  that  before  the  Jury.  '  It  was  ftated  both  by  die* 
Bar  and  the  Bench,  that  there  was  firft  the  general  evidence  to 
prove  the  exificnce  of  a  confpiracy,  but  that  was. not  fuflicient,  tov* 
leis  it  was  brou^t  home  to  the  priioners.     That  being  the  ^un4 
ftated  to  the  Jury,  die  exigence  of  the  confpiracy  was  a  preliminary 
queftion.    If  k  bad  be^i  the  opinion  of  the  learned  Judge,  that  thd 
cxiftence  of  the  confpiracy  was  not  proved,  would  he  .have  fuflirred  the 
time  of  the  Court  an^  the  Public,  for  weeks  after  it  was  eftabliihed, 
to  be  wafted,  if  dierc  were  lio  gfouflds  of  a  confpiracy  againd  any 
body }   If  there  had  been  any  doubt  of  its  exiftence,  the  Juries 
Vould  not  have  been  kept  day  after  day,  and  night  after  n!ght» 
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from  their  families,  till  they  had  gone  through  the  whole  body  of 
the  evidence,  if  no  ground  for  a  confpiracy  had  exiftcd.     It  would 
have  been  abfurd  to  havt  made  a  long  inquirj',  whether  Mr.  Iftrdy 
was  guilty  of  a  confpiracy,  if  no  confpiracy  ever  exifted.    If  it  had 
been  the  opinion  of  the  Jury  that  no  confpiracy  had  exifted  after 
the  evidence  was  gone  through  on  two  of  the  trials,  would  they 
.  have  confidered  for  upwards  of  two  hours,  wheAer  the  defendants 
were  guilty  or  not  ?   If  they  had  been  fatisficd  the  confpiracy  did  not 
cxift,  they  would  not  have  fpent  a  moment  oh  fucb  a  confidcrarion. 
Jf,  on  the  trial  of  Mr.  Hardy,  they  had  found  no  confpiracy'cxHlcd, 
that  would  have  hieen  an  anfwer  to  the  indictment  broi^ht  againft 
Mr.  Tookc,  and  yet  he  was  five  days  on  his  trial ;  which  proved, 
to  a  demoi)(^ration,  that  the  Ju^  believed  in  the  exJftcnce  of  a  con- 
(piracy  fomewhere,  fince  they  had  fpcnt  fo  long  a  time  in  invcfti- 
gating  whether  Mr.  T^^^  ^*as  guilty  of  it.     With  refpe«9:  to  all 
the  argumei^ts  that  had  been  advanced  by  his  honourable  and  learned 
£riend»  to  (hew  the  prifoners  could  not  have  been  prcprH^f  acquitted^ 
unleis  the  Jury  were  fatisficd  that  there  was  no  confpiracy,  they  had 
made  a  very  ftropg  jmprcffion  indeed  upon  his  mind.     He  had 
treated  that  point  very  ably ;  and,  notwUhftanding  the  verdi£ts  of 
three  Juries  in  favour  of  die  innocence  of  thefc  gentlemen,  his  ho- 
nourable and  learned  friend  had  gone  a  great  way  to  convince  him 
^of  tlieir  guilt*     Thoqgh  it  was  not  his  inclination,  (becaufe  it  dW 
not  appear  to  Us  a  ncccffary  part  of  his  duty)  to  arraign  the  verd:(!iis 
of  the  Juries,  he  by  no  means  felt  himfelf  bound  fo  fupport  themi 
if,  by  the  arguments  of  other  gentlemen,  they  were  proved  to  be 
O'roneous.     Had  his  learned  friend,  in  his  zeal  for  difproving  the 
cxiftence  of  a  treafonable  confpiracy,  fuccecded  m  proving  tb  the 
Houfe,  that>  if  fuch  a  confpiracy  did  exiil,  it  was  impoQible,  con- 
fiflent  with  the  evidence,  fo  have  acquitted  his  clients  frbm  having 
had  a  principal  fhare  lo  the  guilt : — ^had  (faid  the  l^eamed  Seijeant) 
his  firiend  who  fpoke  l^ft,  iuccefsfully  eflablilhpd  that  propofition ;— ^ 
And  fhould  it  happen,  that  the  Houfe,  judgihg  frojn  ujidifputjcd  hSts^ 
and  written  evidence  which  could  not  deceive^  fiiould  Aill  remaiif 
pearly  convinced  of  the  tiuth  of  the  confpiracy  in  queftion— What- 
ever conclufion  might  be  drawn  from  thefe  two  propofitions,  fo 
ftated,  againft  th^  verdict^  of  the  Juries,  his  learned  friend,  and 
pot  himlclf,  niuft  be  anfwerablc  for  that  c()nclufion.     The  Hou^ 
muft  decide  foj  itfelf,  whether  it  woyld  abide  by,  or  renounce  the 
ppinion  dccla^ejd  ii),  it;?  gyvn  Reports :  Whether,  a(fWng  in  its  de- 
liberative capacity,  and  poifefling  an  equal  knowledge  of  the  faL&9^ 
it  would  give  up  its  own  judgement  to  tjbat  of  any  Jur)',  howipvcf 
fefjpcdtablc  it  might  bcy  *  •     •        . 
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It  was  not  an  immaterial  clrcumftance  that  it  was -now  admitteci 
by  the  counfel  for  the  prifoncrs,  who,  though  few  in  number,  were 
great  and  rcfpcdablc,  that  all  the  h&s  on  which  the  two  Houfes  of 
Parliament  had  grounded  their  Roports  had  been  fully  cftablilhcd 
by  legal  evidence,  and  he  would  venture  to  fay,  by  evidence  which 
had  been  uncontradided.  His  honourable  and  learned  fjricnd  had 
obfcrved,  although  the  faSs  ftated  in  the  Reports  were  admitted, 
that  the  jury  bad  negatived  the  conclufion.  This,  the  learned  Ser- 
jeant, for  the  rcafons  he  had  before  given,  utterly  doiiicd.  But 
fuppofing  for  a  moment  that  it  were  fo  ^  fuppofe  a  jury,  admitting  * 
all  the  faAs  on  which  Parliament  had  formed  a  deliberate  judge- 
ment, (bould  have  thought  fit  to  draw  an  oppofitc  conclufion,  was 
the  Houfe  quite  prepared  to  bend  to  that  dccifion,  and  furrender  to 
the  verdidl  of  a  jury  the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  whole  Lcgiflatiar 
of  the  kingdom  ?  Could  this  mode  of  argument  be  fupported  on  the 
principles  of  common  decency  or  common  fenfe  ? 

The  learned  Serjeant  here,  in  oppofition  to  Mr.  Erflcine's  ftatc- 
ment  of  the  law  of  high  treafon,  contended,  that  the  law  on  tliat 
fubjefl,  as  laid  down  at  the  late  trials,  was  that  which  had  been 
held  to  be  the  law  of  the  country  from  the  time  of  Lord  Coke 
down  to  Lord  Chief.  Juftice  Eyre.— Every  elementary  writer  ti)^t 
had  written  on  the  fubjedt,  every  Judge  who  had  fat  upon  the 
Bench,  had  uniformly  laid,  down  the  fame  principles  upon  this 
point. 

The  King,  in  his  political,,  ftill  more  than  in  his '»<7/«rfl/  capa- 
city, was  the  objc<£l  of  protcftion  in  the  laws  refp'v:ding  treafon ; 
becaufc  it  was  in  his  political  cxiftcnce,  that  the  ftability  of  the  Go- 
vernment, the  public  tranquillity,  and  the  fafety  of  the  State,  were 
moft  immediately  and  effcntially  involved.  A  direct  and  exprcfs 
rfefign  againft  the  natural  lift  of  the  King,  was  therefore  not  necef- 
fary  to. be  prefumed,  to  convid  of  high  treafon,  under  the  claufe  of 
the  ihitute  of  Edward  the  Third,  for  compajjing  the  Kings  death; 
but  every  confpiracy  to  overturn  the  eftabliihed  Government  and 
Jfpi/e  the  King,  every  ipeafure  taken  to  cfFediuate  that  purpofe,  was 
as  much  a  treafon  of  that  defcription,  as  a  diredl  attempt  to  afiaC- 
finate  the  Sovereign  5  in  fliort,  it  was,  in  contemplation  of  law,  aa 
tvert  acf  »f  compajjing  the  Kings  death.  He  forbore,  he  faid,  at 
prcfent,  to  trouble  the  Houfe  with  citing  the  particular  authoritic;$ 
Upon  this  fubje£l,  becaufc  no  authorities  had  been  cited,  nor  an^ 
arguments  adduced,  in  dire£l  fupport  of  the  contrary  propofition. 
Whenever  gentlemen  (hould  choofe  to  come  forward,  he  was  read)F, 
•n  any  proper  occafion,  to  meet  them  upon  that  point. 

Tbs  eloquent  gcntlcrnan  who  introduced  the  motion  for  the  r/;- 
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peal  of  the  Sufpenfion  Aft,  alkcd  if  it  was  high  trcafon  fbr  a  mim- 
ber  of  men  to  meet,  together  iorut  fde  for  the  lake  of  a  F^liameiw 
tary  Reform?— God  foAid>  faid  the  learned  Serjeant,  that  any 
fudi  doftrihe  (hould  ever  be  maintained  by  him,  or  ahy  Member 
of  that  Houfc.  He  would  not  fay  that  thofc  perfons  who  teld  ralHf 
met  for  that  purpofc  were  dthcr  guilty  of  high  trcafon,  or  of  any 
other  offence ;  for  men,  confcientioufly  adUng  on  the  conviction  olf 
their  own  minds,  to  purfue  a  tempqratc  reform,  by  legal  and' coo* 
ilitutional  means,  might  be  innocent,  might  even  be  laudable ;  but 
thus  much  he  would  fay,  that  no  means  could  be  legal  or  conftitu- 
tional,  but  fuch  as  were  fanftioncd  by  the  Lqgiflature,  as  eftablUhod 
by  the  exiting  laws,  afting  in  the*  manner,  and  according  to  the 
forms,  prefcribed  by  the  Con(tirution«  And  it  was  not  by  the  iiie 
of  the  words  kg^  and  conftitutioiial,  and  the  flimfy  pretext  g£  a 
Parliamentary  Reform,  that  fuch  meafurus  as  thofe  men  had  dared 
to  adopt,  whom  ah  honourable  gentleman  had  been  pleafed  to  re- 
pirfent  merely  as  innocent  enthufiafts,  could  efoapc  the  indignation 
of  afi  good  men,  or  ought  to  be  prote<5led  from  the  puniihrneot  of 
Ac  law. 

Here  the  learned  Serjeant  infifted,  that  to  fedsfy  every  unpreju- 
diced man,  that  the  profeflfed  objc6t  of  a  Parliamentary  Reform  was 
merely  a  coloured  pretext,  and  that  the  real  purpofc  of  the  popular 
focieties  lately  eAablifhed,  or  at  leaft  of  thofe  men  who  diredcd 
their  operations,  was  a  total  fubverfion  of  the.  Conftitution  of  the 
country,  he  need  only  recall  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  fixxie 
leading  fads  already  widiin  their  knowledge. 

The  iirft  mode  of  judging  of  their  intentions  which  he  pointed 
out  was^  the  books  wHch  they  dtflTeminatcd  with  fo  much  iiutuftxy, 
and  recommended  with  fo  much  zeal,  to  the  perufal  of  their  coun- 
trymen. That  men  engaged  in  the  profecution  of  any  favourite 
defign,  would  recommend  thofe  publications  which  appeared  heft 
adapted  to  their  views,,  and  inoft  likely  to  pcrfuadc  oAiers  to  concur 
in  the  fame  objeAs,  as  a  general  propofitipn,  was  too  plain  to  be 
denied.  That,  as  applied  to  the  ^ft  in  qtiedion,  and  to  tbe  viewi 
of  thofe  confpirators;  which  gentlemen  on  the  pthcr  fide  had  fo  ftie- 
nuoudy  endeavoured  to  palliate  or  eaccuTe,.  it  was  a  fair  and  candid 
rule  of  judging,  and  no  refinement  of  the  Crown  lawyers,  he  wpuld 
appeal  to  their  own  aflodates,  to  men  of  the  fame  defcription  widk 
tfaemfelves. 

The  Revolution  Society  at  Norwich,  in  a  letter  of  the  4^1  rf 
^Vf  1 792,  to  the  Conditutional  Sodety  in  London,  cxprefsly  faj^ 

The  opinions  and  principles  of  this  Society  are  befi  exjkUimi 

by  an  appeal  to  their  ///<;n»gf  re^refentaiives.''  Now,  Sr,  ^ajd  chf 
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learhcd  Serjeant)  who  are  thdfc  literary  rcprcfentativcs  ?  Here,  again, 
they  (hall  fpeak  for  themfelvcs — "  The  Rights  of  Man,  by  Thomas 
"  Paine,  and  the  Advice  to  the  Privileged  Order,  by  Joel  Barlow, 
"  have  been  read  with  attention,  and  circulated  with  avidity."  Who- 
ever will  read  the  proceedings  of  the  different  Societies  in  London, 
Southwark,  Manchefter,  Stockport,  Leeds,  Derby,  Leicefter,  Bir- 
mingham, Warwick,  Briftol ; — in  (hort,  of  all  the  popular  affiliated 
Societies,  formed  on  the  fame  Jacobin  model,  throughout  the  king- 
dom, will  find,  that  they  too  have  made  the  fame  eledlion  of  lite- 
rary reprefentatives ;  and  that  no  reprefentatives  could  more  faitlv- 
fully  have  fpoken  the  language,  or  maintained  thcj  principles,  of  their 
conftituents.  Is  it  not,  then,  fomcwhat  Angular,  that,  in  all  the 
works  of  thefe  literary  reprefentatives  of  men,  who  have  been  boldly 
ftatcd  to  purfue  no  other  objed  but  a  Parliamttn^ry  Reform,  there 
ihould  not  be  found  one  fingle  word  recommending  that  as  a  defir- 
ablc  or  pradicable  objedl.;  But,  that  it  fhould  be  uniformly  treated 
as  a  mcafurc  impraiSlicable  and  abfurd ;  not  only,  not  to  be  expeflcd 
from  the  L^idature,  but  which  that  Legiflaturc  was  abfolutcly 
incompetent,  in  point  of  authoritj',  to  .cfFedl  ? 

Having  now  feen.  Sir,  (continued  the  Serjeant)  that  the  doflrinc 
of  Parliamentary  Reform  U  ywt  that  inculcated  by  tlicfc  literary  re-r 
pcdfentatives,  to  whom  the  Societies  have  fo  diftindly  appealed,  for 
an  explanation  of  their  own  principles,  let  us  fee  what  are  their  doc-* 
trincs.  - 

They  arc,  "  That  the  boafted  conftitution  of  England  is  a  jumble 
of  abfurdities  and  contradifiions,  a  mere  delulion  upon  the  people^ 
equally  repugnant  to  liberty  and  common  fenfe.  That  England  has 
no  conlUtution;  and  &at  nothing  can  dcferve  that  name,  or  i?e. 
confiftcnt  with  the  freedom  or  happinefs  of  mankind,  where  Arifto- 
cracy  is  tolerated,  or  Monarchy  fuiffered  to  cxift."  Accordingly,  wc 
find  the  fame  good  people  of  Norwich,  in  the  fame  letter,  delibe- 
ntcly  afking  the  queflion,  "  Whether  the  geneiiality  of  the  Socie- 
ties mean  to  reft  fatlsfied  with  the  Dukie  of  Richmond's  plan  only^ 
or  whether  it  is  their  private  dejign  to. rip  up  Monarchy  by  the 
roots f  and  plant  Democracy  in  its  Jlead^'* 

The  learned  Seijeant  dien  obfcrvcd,  that  having  fecn  what  were 
the  tenets  of  thefe  Societies,  as  exprclfed  by  their  literary  reprcfen^ 
tatives  ;  the  next  mode  of  judging  of  their  dcfigns  was,  by  the  ailies 
with  whom  they  chofe.to  aflbciate.  What  had  die  Jacobin  Club 
at  Parb,  what  had  the  National  Convention  of  France,  to  do  with 
a  reform  of  the  Parliament  of  England  ?  Yet  thefe  were  tlie  models 
whom  our  popular  Societies  chofc  to  imitate,  and  thefe  the  allies 
•^ith  whom  they  vcrc  moft  eager  to  be  conneiledj, 
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On  the  1 1  th  of  May,  1792,  the  Conftitudonal  Society  in  Lon- 
don voted  an  addrefs  h  the  Jacobm^  by  the  ftylc  of  '*  Bnj(has« 
^*  and  fcllow-citizcns  of  the  World  !"  The  language  and  fciiti- 
ments  of  that  addrefs  were  worthy  of  the  pcrfons  who  ufed  them, 
and  of  the  perfons  to  whom  they  were  addrciled.  "  Wc  cannol 
**  conceive,"  fay  they,  '*  a  more  diabolical  fyftem  of  Government 
5*  than  that  which  has  hitherto  been  generally  praSifcd  over  tht 
*•  world."  They  tell  the  Jacobins,  '*  that  It  would  have  given  an 
**  additional  triumph  to  their  congratulations,  if  the  equal  rights  ^ 
**  man  had  been  recognifed  by  the  Governments  around  thetn,  and 
'*  tranquillity  eflabliftjed  in  all\'  and  that  they  "  can  fee  m  mode  :/ 
**  defence  equal  to  that  of  eJlabUJhing  the  general  freedom  of  Eur^peJ^ 
Thcfe,  Sir,  are  the  terms  in  whicli  thefe  friends  of  Parliamentary 
Reform  exhort  the  Jacobins  of  France  to  that  fyftem  of  profelytifni 
tad  conquefts,  which  has  deluged  the  face  of  Europe  with  blood, 
and  fliaken  her  Governments  to  the  foundations. 

And  here,  faid  he,  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  they  did  not 
yet  think  fit  to  addrefs  the  National  Convention.  And  why.  Sir, 
did  they  not  then  addrefs  it  ?  Becaufc  the  G>nvention  had  not  yet 
ripped  up  Monardiy  by  die  roots.  There*  Was  yet  a  King  in  Fnincr. 
The  Monarch  formed,  as  yet,  at  leaft  a  nominal  branch  of  d)c 
'  conftitution  of  that  unhappy  country.  But,  when  the  revolution 
dT  the  I  oth  of  Auguft  had  done  away  the  miferable  remnant  of 
Royalty,  when  they  had  dcpofed  and  imprifoned  their  King ;  when 
the  hands  of  the  Jacobin  party,  which  then  domineered  in  the  Coo* 
vcntion,  were  yet  reeking  with  the  maffacrcs  of  September,  and 
the  inftrument  of  death  was  thirfting  for  the  blood  of  thdr  Sovt« 
reign  ;  /hen,  and  not  till  then,  tiie  Convention  became  an  objcd  of 
the  admiration  of  our  innocent  enthufujhy  and,  on  the  iitfaof 
Odlobcr,  the  London  Corrcfponding  Society  rcfolved  on  an  Addrefs 
to  the  National  Convention  of  France.  T2?rw,  and  not  tiB  then, 
our  Englifh  reformers  tcU  thcin,  "  that  the  oppreffed  part  of'inan- 
"  kind,  forgetting  for  a  wliile  their  own  fuffcrings,  feel  only  fc^ 
theirs,  and  with  an  anxious  eye  watch  the  event,  fervently  fup- 
plicating  the  Ahnighty  ruler  of  the  Univcrfc  to  be  favomable  to 
their  caufc,  fo  intimatdy  blended  with  their  own''  Then^  for  the 
frfi  time^  it  is  found  out  •*  to  be  the  dut}'  of  Britons  to  countenance 
**  and  aflift,  to  tlic  utmoft  of  their  power,  the  champions  of  human 
**  happinefs,  and  to  fwear  to  a  nation,  proceeding  on  the  plan  they 
'*  had  adopted,  an  inviolable  frienddiip."  «  Wc  feel  outfdvcs,** 
fay  they,  **  the  viflims  of  a  reftlcfs  and  all-confuming  Ariftocracy, 
hitherto  the  bane  of  every  nation  under  the  fun.  IVijely  have  yau 
a^edixi  expelling  it  from  France  ;"  and  again,  "If  you  fuccccd. 
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as  we  arcMnlly  wifli>  the  triple  alliance,  mt  ofCrrums^  but  of  tfje-, 
*'  fe9pje.  of  America)  France,  an4  Britain,  will  gxsc  freedom  to  Eu- 
«*  rofey  and  peace  to  the  whole  world.  Dear  friends,  you  combat 
**  for  the  advantage  of  the  human  mce.  How  well  purchafcd  will 
"  be,  though  at  ihe  expence  of  tnuch  Hood,  the  glorious  privilege  of 
'*  laying  Mankind  isf'ee  !  Tyrants  and  tyranny  are  no  more  !** 

Th«fc,  Sir,  foon  after  the  dcpofition  of  the  King,  and  the  ever- 
memorable  maflfa^rcs  of  September,  were  the  fcntimcnts  of  the 
London  Correfponding  Society,  "  .inftituted,"  as.  we  arc  told,  "  for 
Utit  fok  purpofe  of  promoting  a  Parliamentary  Reform.*! 

Glowing  as  is  the  language  of  afFedion  and  fraternity  contained 
in  this  Addrefs,  the  Houfe^cannot  but  have  obferved,  that  it  is  not' 
from  the  mere  didlates  of  pure  philanthropy,  and  difintcrefted  bcne- 
.  volence  to  all  men,  that  they  "  fupplicate  the  Almighty  to  be  fa- 
vourable to  the  caufe  of  the  French  Convention,"  but  becaufe  they 
confidcT  it,  to  ufe  their  own  words,  as  "  intimately  blended  with 
their  eum."  Now,  Sir,  if  we  fuppofe,  as  it  is  plain  fpme  of  their 
own  aflbciates  did  fuppofe,  tiiat  the  private  dcfign  of  thefe  addreffers 
was  to  *'  rip  up  Monarchy  by  the  roots,  and  plant  Democracy  in 
"  its  ftcad  ;"  to  depofe  their,  King,  to  aboliih  Monarchy,  to  anni-, 
hilate  the  Peers,  and  to  eftabji(h  in  England  a  rcprefentative  Go- 
vemntent,  on  the  broad  bails  of  liberty  and  equalitv'^  as  explained 
and  pra<£tifed  in  Fiance,  it  is  not  difficult  to  conceive  that  they 
mi^ht  confider  the  caufe  of  the  French  Convention  as  intimately  blended 
with  their  own.  But  if  ihtprofeffed  objcft  of  a  reform,  by  legal  an4 
conftitutional  means  in  the  mode  of  Parliamentary  reprefentation, 
was  the  true  and  only  purpofe  of  their  hearts,  what  the  National 
Convention  had  to  do  with  that  objedl,  or  how  -the  caufe  of  the 
one  could  be  blended  with  the  caufe  of  the  other, .  I  niuft  leave  (laid 
the  learned  Serjeant)  to  men  of  more  refined  ingenuity  than  myfdf, 
to  make  out  to  the  fatisfadion  of  the  Houfe. 

Be  that,  however,  as  it  may,  the  fa(5t  is  certain,  that  this  mca* 
furc  of  addrefling  the  N^nional  Convention,  (fo  totally  irreconcile- 
able  with  the  profefled  obje<Sl  of  thefe  Societies,  bgt  fo  perfectly 
confonant  with  the  e?ciftence  of  that  confpiracy  for  which  I  am  con- 
tending)  appeared  to  themfclves  of  fuch  importance  to.  their  own 
views,  whatever  thofc  views  m%ht  be,  that  it  was  immediately 
adopted  by  the  other  leading  Society  in  London,  the  Society  for 
Qonllitutional  Information,  and  made  the  fubjedl  of  circular  letters 
to  all  the  popular  Societies  in  Great  Britain,  recommending  it  to 
their  iniitation  as  a  mcafure  mod  cflential  to  their  cayfe.  Soon  rf- 
tcr,  00  the  2ift  of  December,  a  Committee  of  Forei^  Correfpoth' 
d$nei  is  appointed  ^  their  proceedings  arc  dire6te(i  to  be  ejntcrcd  in  a 
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feparatc  book  ;  and  the  Deputies  fent  to  the  French  Convention,  in 
a  language  not  liable  to  be  mifunderftood,  and  incapable  of  bdng 
explained  away,  but  in  a  language  fully  reccgnifcd  and  adopted  by 
the  Societies  from  whom  they  were  deputed,  declare  "  that  ihcy 
"  confider  the  example  of  France  as  having  made  revolultsns  eajy  ;'* 
and  "  that  it  would  not  be  extraordinary,  if  in  a  fliort  time  die 
*•  French  ftiould  fend  addreffes  of  congratulation  to  a  National  Cwi- 
"  vcntton  of  England.'* 

As  a  farther  proof  that  the  real  objefl  of  thefe  popular  Societies, 
(notwithftahding  they  profcffed  to  be  inftituted  for  the  purpofe  of  pio- 
rhotinga  Parliamentary  Reform)  was  what  he  imputed  to  them,  Mr. 
S.TJeant  Adair  next  adverted  to  the  declaration  of  the  Southwark 
Sxicty,  inftituted  chiefly  by  Mr.  Thelwall,  in  which,  he  contend- 
ed, there  was  not  a  word  referable  to  a  reform  of  the  Houfeof  Com- 
rnonsy  but  a  direft  avowal  of  Mr.  Painc's  .principles  of  a  reprcfea- 
tative  Government,  in  thefe  refolutions,  which  he  ftated  : 

**  That  equals  aSllve  ciiizenjhtp  is  the  unalienable  right  of  a// men; 
'*  minors,  criminals,  and  infane  perfons  excepted  ;"  and 

**  That  the  excrclfe  of  this  right,  in  appointing  an  adequate  re^ 
*'  prefentailve  Governmentj  is  the  wifcft  device  of  human  poliq-,  and 
*'  the  onlyfecurliy  of  national  freedom." 

He  argued  farther  in  fupport  of  the  fame  propofition,  from  the 
proceedings  of  the  Britifh  Convention  at  Edinburgh.  He  faid  he 
TTOuld  not  trefpafs  on  the  p?itience  of  the  Houfe,  to  whofe  indulgence 
he  was  already  fo  much  indebted,  by  entering  into  a  minute  detail 
of  thofe  proceedings.  He  inftanccd,  however,  feveralof  them,  all 
wliich,  he  contended,  accorded  with  the  idea  of  the  confpiracy  and 
tlcfign,  for  the  exiftencc  of  which  he  had  been  arguing  ;  but  none 
of  them  with  tlie  idea  of  a  real,  bona  fide  purfuit  of  the  objed  of  a 
I'cform  in  Parliament ;  efpecially,  when  the  Houfe  would  rccoUecl, 
that  one  of  their  earlieft  refolutions  was,  to  renounce  all  future  appli- 
cafions  to  the  Legiflature,  on  the  fubjed  of  fuch  a  reform.  They 
uniformly  imitated  the  ftyleand  manner  of  fee  French  Convention  ; 
their  language  was  the  fame  ;  their  forms  of  proceeding  were  the 
fame  ;  their  committees  the  fame  \  of  all  which  he  ftated  inftanccs  ; 
and  aljove  all,  he  contended,  their  principles  were  the  fame.  How- 
ever impotent,  however  infolent,  however. even  ridiculous  the  in- 
itances  of  their  afluming  a  legljlaflve Jlyle  in  their  proceedings  might 
appear,  yet  that  they  had  affumcd  it,  nobody  who  read  their  proceed- 
ings could  deny.  But,  of  all  their  adls,  that  which  moft  (hongly 
developed  their  principles  and  defigns  was,  the  memorable  rcfolu* 
tion  ordered  to  be  infertcd  at  the  end  of  their  minutes,  whereby 
Ihcy  folemnly  pledged  themfch  es  to  each  other,  "  declaring,  before 
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'*  God  and  the  world,  that  theya'ould  follow  the  wholefomc  example 
**  of  former  times,  hj  paying  no  regard  fe  any  aSf  which  fli'ould  mi* 
litate  againft  the  conftitution  of  their  country,  and  fhould  continue 
to  affcmble  and  confidcr  of  the  beft  means  by  which  they  could 
^*  accompli(h  a  real  reprefentatlon  ofihefeopky  and  annual  eleflions, 
'*  until  compelled  to  defift  by  fupcrior  force  ;"  and  they  refolved, 
**  That  the  firft  notice  given  for  the  introdu6lion  of  a  Convention 
**  bill,  &c.  or  any  bill  for  the  fufpenjion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  aSi  ;  or 
<*  In  cafe  of  an  invasion,  or  the  admifjion  of  any  foreign  troops  what- 
**  ever  into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  ;  all,  or  any  one  of  thefe  calami-' 
**  tous  circumftanccs,"  fay  they,    **  (hall  be  a  figxialto  thefeveial 
delegates  to  repair   iofuch  place  as  the  Secret  Committee  of  this 
Convention  fiall  appoint.    The  firft  fcvcn  members  (hall  have 
power  to  declare  thcjittings  permanent ;  (hall  conftitute  a  Coreoen^ 
tion,  and  twenty-one  proceed  to  bufincfs.** 
Thefe,  Sir,  are  declared  to  be  the  occafions,  and  this  the  man- 
ner of  affembling  the  intended  Convention,  which  was  to  meet  for 
thc/ole  purpofe  of  efFcfting  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  by  legal  and 
c6nftitutional  means.     A  hoftilc  invafion  of  the  bittereft  enemies  of 
England,  the  declared  enemies  of  all  order  and  government,  was 
felcAed  as  the  happy  opportunity  for  arranging  the  reprefentatlon  in 
Parliament,  for  reforming  the  conftitution  of  the  kingdom.     Such 
was  the  favourite  moment,  to  be  eagerly  fcized  on,  as  beft  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  views,  and  facilitate  the  defigns,  of  thefe  le- 
gal and  conftitutional  reformers. 

That  fome  dcfign,  fuppofcd  by  the  confpirators  thcmfelvcs  to  be 
dangerous,  was  meditating  alx)Ut  this  time,  or  even  earlifer,  in 
England,  is  ipanifeft  from  the  ftyle  of  their  correfpondence.  In  a' 
letter  of  the  l^th  of  July,  1793,  from  the  London  Corrcfponding 
Society  to  the  Societies  at-  Non^'ich,  the  latter  are  exhorted  to  ac- 
tivity,  but  above  all,  *'  orderly  and  courageoujly  preparing  them- 
**  felvesyir  the  enjent  \  for  (fay  they)  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that 
**  thofe  who  now  prey  upon  the  Public,  will  not  willingly ')f/Vi/  up 
**  thiir  enjoyments^  nor  rc-poffel?  us  of  oar  rights,  without  aJiruggJem 
It  may  be  advantageous  to  humanity  to  (hew  them,  that  their 
opponents  arc  neither  mob  nor  babble,  but  an  indignant,  oppreffed 
'*  people,  in  whom  is  not  yet  entirely  extin<Sl  the  valour  of  their  fore^ 
^'fathers." 

Here  then  wc  fee  plainly,  that  fomc  pcrfons,  however  unwilling, 
were  to  he  forced  to  yield  up  their  enjoyments  ;  that  fome  awful  enjent 
was  looked  to,  for  which  they  mUft^be  courageoujly  prepared  \  and 
afiruggle  was  to  be  expedVed,  in  which  they  might  have  occafion  to 
exert  the  valour  of  their  forefathers. 
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Need  I  fay  more.  Sir  7  (continued  the  SerjcanQ  Aire  thefe  C3C- 
preflioRs  adapted  even  to  the  wildeft  plans  of  Parliamentary  Refirnn  ? 
Wliat  courage  is  required  in  the  excrcifc  of  the  fuppofed  ri^ts  ctf 
vniverikl  fufFrage  or  annual  election,  or  in  any  lawful  and  Icg^l 
meana  that  could  be  taken  t6  obtain  them  ?  Is  there  a  man  who 
hcan  me,  who  can  doubt  that  fometbing  more,  and  ibmcthing  elfc, 
^eas  intended  ? 

fiut,  SxTy  in  what  followed,  thefe  Societies,  exafpcrat^  ani 
difappointed,  by  the  prudence  and  vigour  of  Government,  in  the 
difpcrfion  ^f  the  Scotch  Convention,  were  led  by  precipitancy  and 
Id&  of  temper,  ftill  farther  to  throw  off  the  mafk,  which  at  times 
they  had  continued  to  afiume.  Rejiflance  to  the  laws  became  rvsw 
their  avowed  do^rine  \  a  Corroenilon^  chofen  by  tt?em  and  their  alTo* 
dates,  churning  to  a6f  as  the  Reprejentatives  of  the  Nation^  and  af-^ 
Jwnittg  the  power  to  rcdrefs  their  grievances,  and  alter  the  confiituliim^ 
by  the  faveceign  authority  of  the  People,  was  now  their  profciled 
objed.  On  the  17th  di  January,  I794»  ^^  Conftitutional  So 
eictycrefoLve,  "  That  lawceafes  to  be  an  obje3  of  obedience,  when  it 
**  beeoRies  an  inftrument  of  oppreffion*"  "  That  we  fee  with  rc- 
**  grct,  but  we  fee  without  fesr,  that  the  period  is  faft  approaching, 
*^  when  the  liberties  of  Britons  mud  depend  not  upon  rfason,  to 

v^hich  tiicy  have  long  appealed,  n»r  on  their  powers  of  exprcQkig 

it,  but  on  their  ^/7;/  and  undaunted  refolution  to  oppofe  tyranny  if 
'^*  ihefame  means  byzvhich  it  is  exercijed,'* 

Thus,  Sir,  the  Gruemmcnt  of  this  happy  country  is  reprefentcd 
as  a  tyranny,  and  the  laws,  handed  down  by  our  anceftors,  are  dated 
to  be  mere  inftruraents  of  opprcffion,  no  longer  the  obje£fs,  of  eledi- 
ence :  and  thofc  liberties  of  IBfitons,  which  have  fo  long  been  rhc 
envy,  of  the  world,  are  boldly  affirmed  to  depend  nol  upon  reaf^n^ 
but  upon  the  refolution  to  oppofe  tyranny,  by  the  fame  means  by 
which  ii  is  cxcrcifcd — hy  force. 

At  a  mcetii^  on  the  '2oth  of  January,  at  the  Globe  Tavern, 
laid  to  confift  of  near  2000  people,  fuch  dodlrines  as  thefe  are  ad* 
dfcffed  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland : — 
-  "  The  Irifli  Parliament,  and  the  Scotch  Judges,  actuated  by 
^f  the  iame  Englilh  influence,  have  brou^t  us  diredly  to  the  point. 
**  There  is  no  farther  ftcp  beyond  that  which  they  have  taken.— 

fFe  are  at  ifjiie.      We  mujl  now  chufe  at  once  either  liberty  or  fia^ 

very  iax  ourfelves  and  our  poftcrity.  Wilt  you  wait  till  barracks 
*'  are  ereded  in  every  village,  and  till  fubfidized  Heflians  and  Ha- 
^  ooverians  are  upon  us  r— -You  may  aik,  perhaps,  by  what  meins 
•*  (ball  we  feek  redrefs  P*— We  anfwer,  that  men  in  a  ftatc  of  ci- 
**  vilizcd  fociety  arc  bound  to  fedi  redrefe  of  the  grievances  from 
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^^  tfielaws;  as  long  as  ai^  TvJrefs  can  be\Qbtained  by  the  laws. 
•*  But  our  common  MaAer  ^hom  wc  ferve,  (whbfc  law  is  a  law  of 
•*  liberty,  and  whofc  fcrvice  is  pcrfedt  frecdonn)  has  taught  us  not 
•*  to  cxpcft  to  gather  grapes  from  thorns,  nor  figs  from  thirties.-— 
■*  Wt  muft  have  redrefs  from  our  own  laws,  and  noi  from  ihe 
•*  laws  of  9ur  ptuttdererSf  enemies^  and  oppreffhrs.'^ 

Can  words  contain  a  more  explicit  avowal  of  the  means  by  which 
their  putpofcs  were  to  be  e(Fe<fted?  They  mud  have  redrefs  from 
their  own  laws,  laws  made  by  the  iifurpcd  authority  of  their  De* 
legates  in  that  Convention  which,  for  that  purpofe^  tficy  were  trea- 
fonably  attempting  to  convene ;  and  not  from  the  laws  made  by  the 
Legiflature  of  dieir  country,  as  by  law  eftabli(hcd,  in  the  King, 
Lords,  and  Commons,  whom  they  fo  decently  and  refpeftfuUy  de- 
icribe,  as  their  plunderers^  enemies^  and  cpp^effors* 

The  rrfolutions  founded  on  thefe  dodrincs,  are  adapted  to  th^ 
4o6bines  themfclvcs.  They  appoint  a  Committee^  **  to  witch  the 
proceedings  of  Rirliament,  and  the  adminiftration  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  country,"  and  they  refolve,  that  on  any  of  the 
•mergmcics  there  Rated  (fimilar  to  thofe  flatcd  by  the  Scotdi  Con- 
vention, except  only  the  cafe  of  invafi(Hi,  which  is  omitted)  ^  the 
**  General  Committee  fhall  iffue  fummonfes  to  the  Delegates  of 
*'  each  divifiori,  and  alfo  t»  the  Secretaries  of  the  diflFerent  Socie- 
•*  ties  affiliated  and  corref ponding  with  this  Society,  forthwith  to 
**  call  a  General  Cmvenftm  of  the  People,  to  be  held  at  fuch  place, 
*•  and  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  fhall  be  fpecifi-d  in  the  fummonfes,  for 
•*  the  purpofe  of  taking  fuch  meafures  into  their  confidcration^'' 

On  the  27th  of  March,  1794,  the  Corrcfpanding  Society  de- 
dares  the  immediate  ncccflity  of  calling  a  Convehtion  of  the  People, 
which  is  acceded  to  by  the  Societj'  for  Conftituridnal  Information. 
-  A  Committee  of  co-operation  and  corrcfp(jndcnce  is  appointed  by 
both  Societies  for  carrying  that  object  into  eficdl,  and  circular  Ut^ 
ters  are  dire6^ed  to  be  fent  to  all  the  popular  Societies  in  the  kii^- 
dom,  inviting  them  to  concur  in  the  meafure. 

Thefe  letters  contain  the  following  remarkable  paf&gc— '*'Roufc 
**  then  to  one  exertion  more,  and  let  us  fhew  our  confcioufnefe  of 
"  this  important  truth  ■  ■  if  wtc  are  to  be  beaten  down  with  threats, 
**  profecutions,  and  illegal  fcntenccs, .  we  arc  unworthy — we  Tat 
•*  incapable  of  liberty.*  ff^e  muft  h-jwever  be  expeditious,  HetEans 
•*  and  Aafh-ians  arc  already  among- us  ;  and  if  we  tamely  fuhnity  a 
'*  doud  of  thefe  armed  Barbarians  may  ftjortly  be  poured  in  upon  us* 
**  Let  M%form  then  another  Britijb  Convention,  We  have  a  central 
**  firuation  in  our  view,  which  we  believe  would  be  moft  convenient 
^'  for  the  whole  iHand,  but  -whjch  we  forbear  to  meniion,  («mreat- 
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«<  ing  your  confidence  in  this  particular}  till  we  have  the  anfvcr  of 
**  the  Societies  with  which  we  are  in  correfpondcncc." 

Thefe  expreflions  the  learned  Serjeant  ftated,  as  too  plain  to  need 
a  comment.  And  he  faid,  ths  lall  proceeding  of  thefe  dangerous 
and  infatuated  men,  to  which  he  fhould  at  that  time  call  tlie  parti- 
cular attention  of  the  Houfe,  was  the  meeting  at  Chalk  Farm,  on 
die  1 4th  of  April,  1 7  9  4* 

At  that  meeting,  among  other  things  fcarce  lefs  reprehcnfible.  It 
was  rcfolved,  "  That  any  attempt  to  violate  thofe  yet  remaining 
'*  laws,  which  were  intended  for  the  fecurity  of  Englifhmen,  againfl 
^*  the  tyranny  of  Courts  and  Miniftcrs,  and  the  corruption  of  dc- 
**  pendent  Judges,  by  verting  in  fuch  Judges  a  legiflativc  or  arbi- 
f  *  trary  power  (fuch  as  has  been  lately  exercifed  by  the  Courts  of 
*'  Judiciary  in  Scotland)  ought  to  be  confidered  as  diffhlving  entinly 
'*  the  /octal  compa^i  between  the  £ngli(h  nation  and  their  Gover- 
^^  nors,  and  drawing  them  to'  an  immediate  appeal  to  that  incontnv 
•*  vertible  maxim  of  eternal  Jufticc,  that  th&fafety  of  the  people  h 
^*  the  fupreme,  and,  in  cafes  of  ncceffity,  the  only  law. 

**  Tlut  the  arming  and  difciplining  in  this  country,  either  with 
**  or  without  the  c^n/cNt  of  Parliament,  any  bands.of  emigrants  and 
**  foreigners,  drisren  from  their  own  country  for  their  known  attach- 
**  inent  to  an  infamous  defpotifm,  is  an  outrageous  attempt  to  over 
**  awe  and  intimidate  the  free  fpirit  ot^  Britons,  td/uijugate  them  to 
'*  an  army  of  mercenary  cut-throats,  whofe  views  and  intercfts  muft 
''  of  ncceflity  be  in  direct  oppodtion  to  thofe  of  the  nation,  and  that 
**  no  pretence  whatever  ought  to  induce  the  people  to  fubmit  to  fo 
**  unconrtitutional  a  mcafure. 

**  That  the  unconrtitutional  projed  of  raifing  money  and  tnx>ps, 
**  by  forced  benevolences^  (and  no  benevolences,  collected  upon 
**  requifition  from  the  King  or  his  Minifters,  can  ever  in  reality 
**  be  voluntary)  and  the  equally  urtjuftifiable  mcafure  of  arming  one 
^*  part  of  the  people  againft  the  other,  brought  Charles  the  Firft  to 
'*  tlie  block,  and  dn)ve  J;imes  the  Second  from  the  Throne.** 

Here,  Sir,  (faid  the  learned  gentleman)  the  principles  of  anarchy 
andconfuflon,  the  dilTolution  of  Government,  tlie  dodtine  of  icfift- 
9pcc  to  all  lawful  authority,  are  exprcfTcd  in  terms  too  plain  for  tlie 
duUeft  to  mirtake,  or  for  the  mort  fubtle  to  explain  away.  The 
|>6ople  of  England  are  told,  that  by  the  mcafures,  alledged  to  have 
been  taken,  "  Thefocial  compaH  is  entirely  diJfiheJ"  Thofe  mca- 
fures are  reprefentcd  as  an  attempt  to  overawe  the  free  fpirit  of  Bri^ 
tons,  '2Xiifubjugate  them  to  an  army  of  mercenary  cut-throrts;  thcjr 
pre  es^rted  to  difregard  the  authority  of  Parliament,  and  urged  to 
JO  immediate  appeal  to  that  maxipn  of  eternal  jurticei  ^*  that' the 
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**  fafcty  of  the  people  is  the  only  law."  And  the  example  of  the 
execution  of  Charles  the  Firft^  and  the  expulfion  of  James  the  Se- 
cond, are  falfcly,  wickedly,  and  treaibnably  held  forth,  as  refer- 
able to  circumAances  exifting  at  the  prefent  moment. 

The  Houfe  of  Lords,  too,  have  their  (hare  in  this  audacious 
attadL  upon  every  thing  conne^ed  with  the  Government  an4  Con- 
ftitution  of  tl)e  country  ;  and  after  alluding  to  a  proceeding  in  that 
Houfe,  they  Aatc,  with  an  infolent  irony;  their  convidion,  '^  that, 
**  when  pn^ieriy  detailed,  it  will  have  a  confidcrable  effed  in  con- 

vinctHg  the  country  of  the  true  dignity  and  uUHly  oithat  branch  tf ' 

His  Majiftfi  Parlianunt:* 

Thus  is  it.  Sir,  that  diefe  innocrut  enthujiaflsy  thefe  reformers  of 
(he  Conftitudon,  who  meant  nothing  but  a  Parliamintary  Reform^ 
and  only purfued  a  laudable  obje£ij  with  z' little ^  perhaps ^  of  indijcre* 
iion.  Thus  is  it.  Sir,  that  Ihey  exprefs  their  own  views  and  opi- 
nions. Thus  is  it  that  they  endeavour,  by  inflaming  the  minds  of 
others,  to  lead  them  to  concur  in  meafures  which  their  cool  judg- 
ment would  abhor,  and  to  uige  them  (under  pretence  of  alTertiDg 
rights  which  they  never  pofleffed,  and  regaining  diat  liberty  which, 
tliank  God,  they  have  never  loft)  to  refiA  the  laws,  and  overturn 
the  Conftitution  of  their  country.  And  (hall  we  again  be  told,  Sir, 
not  only  that  no  treafon  has  been  committed,  but  that  there  exiAed 
no  dangerous  or  criminal  confpiracy  of  any  kind,  nor  any  thing  but 
iiarmlefs  aflbciations,  for  the  puipofe  of  Parliamentary  Reform  r 

The  honourable  gentleman  who  introduced  the  motion,  had  ar- 
raigned with  fome  afperity  the  condu<El  of  thofe,  who,  as  he  alledged, 
were  for  ever  introducing  exaggerated  pi£lures  of  the  dlforders  that 
had  attended  the  French  revolution,  and  had  reprobated,  in  an  lin- 
ufual  ftyle  of  eloquent  declamation,  the  ufe  of  the  words  **  look  to 
the  example  of  France  T  which,  he  fa  id,  were  never  brought  forward 
but  to  inflame  or  miflead.    Whether  it  was  poflible  for  any  eloquence 
to  draw  an  exaggerated  pi(Aure  of  the  diforders  and  calamities  of  that 
wretched  kingdom,  the  learned  Serjeant  doubted;  but  he  doubted 
JtiUmore  the  wifdom  of  rejefling  the  leflbns  of  prudence,  of  forefig^t, 
and  of  prevention,  which  were  fo  ftrongly  afforded  by  the  mifcrable 
experience  of  our  neighbours,  or  of  overlooking  the  awful  warnings 
held  forth  by  the  fccnes  of  ruin  and  defolation,v  daily  pafling,  as  it 
were,  before  our  eyes,  the  alternate  effe^s  of  the  wildefl  anarchy 
wA  rooft  ferocious  defpotifm. 

Bat  if  it  could  be  faid,  that  we  were  not  to  look  to  the  example 
of  France,  even  in  that  point  of  view  \  What,  (aid  the  learned 
gentleman,  mufl  be  the  underftanding,  what  muft  be  the  principles, 
what  rouft  be  the  feelings,  of  thofe  meoj  who  can  look  to  the  ck«^ 
Vol.  XL.  X 
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amplcy  as  an  obje£l  of  imitation  and  of  envy.  The  caufr  of  the 
Jacobins  of  France  has  been  a  continued  war&re  againft  law  and 
property,  order  and  Government,  morality  and  religion*  The 
maiTacre  of  September,  the  de(faru£tion  of  Lyons,  the  diownings  of 
the  Loire,  Che  complicated  horrors  of  La  Vendee,  are  a  few  only 
of  thfir  mea/uresy  uniformly  marked  with  the  charader  of  xapinc 
and  of  blood.  The  annihilation  of  comitierce,  the  deftrudion  of 
agriculture  and  manii&d^mres,  the  depopulation  of  the  country,  and 
the  mifery  of  its  furviving  inhabitants,  are  the  nati^  eficds  of 
the  Jacobin  fyftem,  which  has  prevailed.  Yet  the  vciy  model  ci 
the  Jacobin  Club  of  Paris,  and  of  its  afiiliated  focieties,  was  that 
purfued  by  the  corrcfpondlng  popular  focieties  in  Great  Britain,  and 
from  w,hich  they  borrowed  their  Conftitution,  their  forms  of  po- 
cecding,  and  in/many  inftances,  their  very  language.  Tlicfc  men, 
fuch  as  I  Jiave  defcribed  them,  and  the  Convention  over  which  they 
ruled,  2nd  which  they  made  at  once  the  it^drument  and  accompliQc 
of  their  crimes,  arc  addrcffed  as  "  brothers  and  fellow  citizens  of 
*'  the  world!"  "  The  champions  of  human  happincfs,"  to  whom 
^  Britons  are  to /wear  an  inviolable  friendjhip  /"  and  their  caofe  is 
that,  to  which  the  framers  of  the  addrcfs  I  have  mentioned,  hx\r 
impioufly  dared  to  "  fupplicate  the  Almighty  ruler  of  the  univerfe  jq 
*'»  be  favourable,"  and  which  they  have  chofen  to  confider  ^  "  in- 
**  timatelv  blended  with  their  own.** 

Well,  therefore,  Sir,  may  we  look  to  the  example  of  France^  as  a 
warning  to  put  us,  upon  our  guard,  fo  long  as  there  is  a  man  to  be 
found  in  this  country,  who  looks  to  it  as  an  objed  of  imitation. 

Having  ftated  thefe  obfervations,  the  learned  Serjeant  alledged 
that  the  motion  of  the  honourable  gentleman  for  the  repeal  of  the 
Sufpenfion  bill,  could  only  be  fupported  on  one  or  other  of  thefe 
two  grounds — either  that  tlie  Houfe  had  been  deceived  or  miibkeci, 
as  to  tlie  original  foundation  of  the  ad,  or  that  (ucb  fouiulation  had 
been  done  away  by  fomething  that  had  happened  (ince. 

On  the  fird  ground,  he  had  not  only  the  decided  opiruon  of  the 
Houfe  itfelf,  founded  on  the  Reports  of  moft  rfefpe£iable  Commit- 
tees of  both  branches  of  the  Lcgiflaturc,  but  all  the  fa£ts  of  thefe 
Reports  had  fince  been  verified  by  legal  evidence,  and  remained  to 
this  moment  uncontradi«£led  ;  and  he  trufted  that,  independent  of 
authority,  the  recapitulation  of  a  few  only  of  thefe  fads  had  con- 
vinced every  unprejudiced  mind,  beyond  a  poflibility  of  doubt, 
ofthe  real  exigence  of  the  confpiracy  ftated  in  the  bill.  He  had 
already  given  his  reafons,  why  the  verdids  on  the  late  trials  did  not 
appear  to  him  in  the  lead  degree  to  aiFed  that  part  of  the  queftion ; 
ifj  therefore,  the  I^arliament  had  deemed  die  cxi(^ence  of  the  con- 
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fpiracy  ftatcd  in  th«  bill  a  juft  and  fufficient  ground  to  fupport  the 
mcafure,  when  firft  agreed  to,  how  could  they,  confiftcntly,  vote  for 
a  repeal  c^  that  bill,  before  the  tinlc  of  its  expiration,  unlefs  fome 
new  fa<^  were  fiated^  or  arguments  adduced  to  prove  that  the  con- 
fpiracy  has  ceafed  to  exiA.  The  learned  Serjtant  infifled  he  had 
heard  no  fuch  fa<Ss  dated,  nor  any  fatisfaftory  arguments  to  that 
point.  Had  thcfe  Societies  diffolved  themfclvcs  ?  Had  they  evcni  . 
diicontinued  their  meetings  ?  Had  they  altered .  their  conftitutions  ? 
Had  they  renounced  or  difavowcd  the  principles  they  before  pro- 
feflfed  f  He  had  heard  none  of  thefe  things  alledged,  nor  did  he  think 
fuch  motions  as  the  ^refent  were  likely  to  produce  thofe  efFcdls. 

If,  indeed,  thefe  virdidls  had  been  fuffered  to  produce  their  pro- 
per eHed ;  if  the  prifoners  who  had  been  tried  for  their  lives,  had 
taken  warning  from  the  danger  they  had  efcaped,  to  difclaim  the 
principles^  and  avoid  the  condud,  which  had  led  them  into  it,  and 
exhorted  others  to  the  fame  by  their  own  example  ;  had  they  ex* 
preflbd  gratitude  and  veneration  for  thefe  la^s  they  had  before  tra- 
ducedy  the  benignity  and  candour  both  of  the  principled  and  admi- 
niftration  of  which  they  had  themfelves  fo  eminently  experienced  i 
had  they  told  their  fellow-cidzcns,  as  with  truth  they  might  have 
told  them,  that  they  had  nothing  to  fear  for  their  liberties,  while 
under  the  pr»te£lioii  of  fuch  laws,  and  while  thefe  laws  were  impar- 
tially adminiAered.  Had  this,  faid  he,  been  the  condu£t  or  lan- 
guage of  themfelves  and  their  friends>  inftead  of  triumph  ind  ex- 
ultation, then  Parliament  might  have  been  led  to  think  that  the  ne- 
ccflity  which  had  originally  induced  them  to  confent  to  the  fufpen- 
lion  of  the  HabeaSj.  was  beginning  to  be  lefs  cogent,  and  might  have 
liftcned  with  a  very  favourable  ear  to  the  motion  which  was  theri 
before  the  Houfe.  But  none  of  all  thefe  things  having  been  ever 
all6(%cd  in  the  debate,  he  thought  Jiimfelf  bound,  by  every  principle 
of  public  doty,  to  negative  the  motion  at  thcprefent  junAure. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that,  if  a  perfon,  unacquainted  with  the  tules  of 
proceeding  in  that  Houfe,  had  lidened  to  the  fpeech  juft  delivered^ 
he  would  have  thought  he  had  heard  a  learned  Serjeant  pleading 
for  a  new  trial ;  an  inflammatory  orator  exciting  to  war,  by  a  de- 
clamation on  the  (late  of  France  ;  or,  an  admirer  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion  oppofing  fome  motion  for  altering  the  Government:  but  it 
tvould  never  have  come  into  his  head^  that  the  fpeaker  was  attempt- 
ing to  prove  the  neceflity  or  the  ufe  of  continuing  the  fufpcniion  of 
the  Habeas  Corpus  ad.  On  this>  Which  was  in  fad  the  whole 
queftion  in  difpute,  not  one  word  Bad  been  faid  by  his  learned 
friend*  Whenever  the  repeal  of  that  fufpenfion  was  propofed,  the 
pioof  lay  all  on  the  fide  of  Miniftei-s ;  for^  if  they  could  not  prove^ 
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that  to  continue  the  fufpenfion  was  abfolutely  neceflTarfy  it  oi^ht  not 
to  be  continued  for  a  nioment*     They  were  bound  to  do  more  :— 
they  Were  bound  to  prove  that  it  was  ufeful.     But^  of  what  vSr. 
could  they  now  prove  it  to  be ;  or  what  good  purpofe  could  they 
(hew  tb  be  anfwered  by  it  ?  Had  they  difcovered  a  new  treafonablc 
confpiracy  \  or,  having  failed  in  their  iirft  attempt  to  prove  treafon, 
did  they  know  of  any  new  perfons  fit  to  be  taken  up  on  the  old 
ploty  and  on  whom  a  fecond  experiment  might  be  made,  with  bet- 
ter hope  of  fuccefs  ?  It  was  ^ed.  Wherein  the  difference  oonfifted, 
between  the  flatc  of  the  country  when  the  Sufpenfion  A&  was  pafled, 
mnd  its  prefcnt  date  ? — It  cerififted  in  this^  that  Minifters  had  pro- 
fecuted  the  perfons  whom  they  c^nfidered  as  the  principals  in  Ac 
alledged  confpiracy ;  that,  with  refpeQ  to  fottie,  they  had  &iled  in 
cftabliihing  the  charge,  and,  witli  refpedi  to  others,  declined  pro- 
ceeding.    They  were  now  called  upon  to  fay  what  objcft  they  cx- 
pe^^d  to  obtain,  by  continuing  the  fufpenfion ;  for  their  old  obje3 
was  gone.     Would  they  fay,  that  they  had  profecuted  the  wrong 
perfons  ; — that  the  confpiracy  exiftcd,  although  they  had  been  mif- 
tiken  as  to  who  were  the  C(mfpirators  ;  and  that  they  meant  iKll  to 
go  on  profecuting?-  They  could  not  fay  fo,  for  tfie  cfifed  of  the 
verdids  of  not  guilty,  at  leaft  the  prudential  c^Sk&f  as  appeared  by 
their  own  condii<?l,  was,  that  not- a  finglc  pcrfon  was  now  under 
pi^fecution  on  account  of  the  fuppofed  confpiracy.     It  was  unwor- 
thy of  tfie  talents  of  the  learned  Serjeant  to  attempt  influencing  the 
Houfe  by  arguing  as  if  it  were  intended  to  fet  up  the  decifion  of  a 
jury  as  paramount  to  the  authori^  of  Parliament.     Was  tlie  fiif- 
penlion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft  a  queftion  of  general  legiflation?— 
He  feared  it  was  ;  for  from  what  h^  had  heard  there  was  too  appa^ 
fent  an  intention  to  render  it  perpetual.     But  on-  a  particular  cafe, 
which  Parliament,  by  what  fome  thought  fufficlent  ground  for  a 
temporary  meafure,  had  been  induced  to  adopt,  would  it  at  all  de- 
rogate from  their  dignity  to  yield  to  flie  decifion  of  juries,  perhaps 
more  in  the  habit,  and  better  fitted  for  the  inveftigation  of  evidence, 
jmd  with  more  evidence  before  them  i  With  the  learned  Serjeant 
he  did  not,  in  one  point  of  view,  love  to  contend,  becaufe  tfiere 
was  no  man  for  whom  porfonally,  and  on  account  of  oonftitutional 
principles  on  moft  fubjedts,  he  felt  more  refpcft,  and  few  men 
poflefTed  greater  powers  of  reafoning.    But  in  anodier  point  of  view 
he  loved  to  contend  with  him,  becaufe  in  general  he  ftated  his  ad- 
verfary's  aigument  fairly*    Hence  the  argument  of  the  learned  Ser- 
jeant, and  that  of  his  learned  friend  (Mr.  Eiflcmc)  as  Ihted  by 
him,  were  by.no  means  incompatible,  and  both  went  in  fk6l  to 
^liipport  tlie  BMdon.    The  juiy  acquitted  Hardy,  i^ther  becatife  they 
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did  not  find  a  treaibnable  confpiracy  made  out  by  the  evidence,  or 
becaiufe  the^  did  not  iind  that  Hardy  ^as  implicated  in  the  confpt- 
ncy.  Now  be  contended  witb  Mr-  Erfkiney  that  they  acquitted 
faim  on  the  fbrmer  reafon  ?  Why  ?  Becaufe  all  the  papers  alluded 
to  by  the  learned  Serjeant  were  figned  by  Hardy,  or  brought  home 
to  htm  as  a  party,  and  if  the  jury  believed  that  thofe  papers  contained 
proofs  of  treafon,  they  could  be  under  no  diflSculty  in  finding  riiat 
Hardy  was  an  accomplice  in  that  treafon.  Which  was  it  more 
cafy  to  imagine,  that  die  jury  did  not  think  the  papers  amounted  to 
proof  of  treafon,  or  that  diey  could  not  read  Hardy's  name  at  die 
bottwn  of  them  ?  The  learned  Serjeant  in  a  fpecch  chiefly  dedicated 
to  (hew  the  treafon  contained  in  thofe  papers,  appealed  from  the 
Jury  to  the  Houfe — "  Here,"  faid  Mr.  Fox,  "  let  me  adore  the 
trial  by  jury ;  'when  this  fpeech  was  made  to  another  jury  (Thel- 
wall's),  a  fpeech  which' has  been  to-  night  received  with  fuch  plaudits* 
that  we  feemed  ready  ire  pedibus  in  Jcnttntiam^  it  was  anfM^ercd  with 
a' cold  Not  Guilty.  Such  would  have  been  my  verdiiS  had  I  been 
in  their  place ;  fuch  will  ever  be  the  judgement  of  men  confulting 
their  confcience  and  not  their  paflions.  But  fuch  is  the  partiality 
of  die  learned  gentleman  for  his  own  chain  of  reafoning,  tha^  he 
wiU  rather  bdicve  the  jury  blind  to  the  name  of  Hardy,  at  the 
bottom  of  the  papers  he  figned,  than  deaf  to  his  arguments  that 
thefe  papers  were  full  of  treafon."  Mr.  Erikine,  he  contended, 
had  renounced  no  part  of  what  he  maintained,  as  the  law  of  treaibn 
on  the  trials.  But  it  was  faid  he  had  not  refted  the  defence  on  that 
alone,  which,  if  true,  would  have  been  conclufive— *if  he  had 
omitted  any  point  that  could  be  urged,  he  would,  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
hav«  &iled  in  his  duty  to  his  clients.  It  was  faid  from  the  3cncb 
Ihat  die  argument  of  Hardy's  not'being  implicated  in  the  confpiracy, 
foppoiing  the  confpiracy  to  be  proved,  had  been  but  little  relied 
upon  by  his  Counfd,  a  ftrong  prefumption,  at  Icaft,  that  the  ver- 
dict of  the  jury  was  founded  on  their  difbelief  of  a  treafonablc 
confpiracy,  on  the  law  of  treafon,  for  difcuffing  which  at  large,  a 
proper  time  would  come  j  he  (hould  only  fay  now,  that  he  main- 
tained the  dodhine  of  his  learned  friend  (Mr.  Erikine),  and  with 
Lord  Coke,  that  Jadicandum  Ugihus  mn  exernplis.  He  reprobated 
Mr.  Windham's  doftrine  of  making  old  laws  apply  to  new  cafes 
by  conflnidion,  which,  he  faid,  had  made  the  learned  Serjeant 
fliudder,  which  no  Jury,  no  Judge,  he  hoped,  would  ever  adopt. 
•—[Mr.  Windham  faid,  he  did  not  mean  that  Juries  (hould  gp 
£irther  than  conftruflion  was  warranted  by  precedent.] — Neither 
precedent  nor  authority  -would  fan6tion  the  kind  of  conftrudtion 
which  At  right  honourable  gentleman  had  talked  of,  and  he  would 
recommend  to  his  attention  the  advice  of  Lord  Hale,  viz.  *1  hat  if 
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new  cafes  fhould  arife  not  within  the  letter  of  the  treaibn^  it  woald 
be  the  wifeft  way  to  confult  Parliament,  and  to  be  very  wary  of 
making  conftrudive  treafons  by  parity  of  reafoning :  for  if  that 
practice  were  once  adopted,  no  rnan  could  know  where  it  would 
end.     Prophetical  was  this  expreOion,  and  to  this  law  he  adhered  ; 
for  if  it  were  not  law,  there  ought  to  be  an  Adl  of  Parliament  de- 
claring it  to  be  fo.     The  inqueft  of  a  Grand  Juiy  was  fecrct,  and 
on  fx  parte  evidence.     The  very  nature  of  its  fundlions  took  from 
the  authority  of  its  decifion.     The  finding  of  a  Grand  Jury  was 
not,  even  in  law,  a  bar  to  an  aSion  againft  a  malicious  profecutof  ^ 
much  lefs  could  it  be  adduced  as  a. proof  of  tegal  or  moral  guilt 
againft  the  acquittal  of  a  Petty  Jury.    .Before  a  Grand  Jury  wit- 
nefles  might  be  brought,  (he  meant  not  to  infinuate  that  fudh  had 
been  the  cafe  in  die  late  profecutions)  that  no  profecutor  would  dare 
to  produce  before  a  Petty  Jury,  where  they  were  to  be  crofs*exa« 
mined,  confronted  with  other  wimeiTcs,  and  their  chancers  invef-- 
tigated.     A  Grand  Jury  might  be  deceived,  not  only  with  refpeft 
to  the  appearance  of  guilt  againft  an  individual,  but  even  with  rc« 
fpedt  to  the  exigence  of  the  crime  charged.     It  was  not  by  any 
means  necefTary  that  the  Judge  or  the  Jury  (hould  have  faid  that 
the  proof  of  the  confpiracy  had  failed  the  mon^ent  the  evidence  for 
the  profecution  was  clofed,  aldiough  he  (hould  have  felt  no  difficulty 
fci  faying  fo.     They  might  think  that  there  were  matters  which  rc^ 
quired  explanation  on  the  part  of  the  prifoner,  and  therefore  hear  his 
defence,  and  when  they  luid  heard  it,  they  could  not  refufe  to  hear 
the  reply  on  the  part  of  the  profecudon.     But  were  he  to  give  up 
this  part  of  the  aiigumcnt,  and  admit  the  confpiracy,  how  would 
the  matter  ftand  ?  There  would  then  be  a  confpiracy  without  con- 
fpirators.    Gentlemen  of  fuch  acut(inefs  a^  to  define  and  divide  our 
fuccclTcs  in  the  campaign  could  eafily  conceive  the  abftradt  of  a 
confpiracy  without  confpirators,  like  Crambe  in  Martinus  ScriUc- 
rus,  who  fwore  he  could  form  die  idea  of  a  Lord  Mayor,  not  only 
without  his  furred  gown  and  gold  chairf,  but  Vithout  body,  parts, 
or  colour,  which  he  conceived  to  be  the  very  abihadt  of  a  Lord 
Mayor.     If  they  had  tried  every  man  and  woman  in  the  kingdom^ 
and  found  that  none  of  them  were  accomplices,  this  abfhaA  of  a 
confpiracy  could  not  be  very  formidable.     They  had  not  done  thi« 
in  form,  but  they  had  done  it  in  iz&.     They  had  charged  certain 
perfons  with  confpiring  together,  and  with  other  perfons  unknown* 
Some  of  thefe  they  had  tried,  and  the  Juries  returned  verdifts  of 
not  guilty.     If  they  thought  thefe  verdicts  wrong,  why  did  they 
not  go  on  ?  Why  did  they  fufFcr  others  to  be  acquitted,  without 
attempting  to  prove  tl^  charge,  againA  whom  they  had  as  good,  if 
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not  better  evidence  ?  All  the  guilt  muft  now  He  with  the  perfons 
unknown.    Did  they  mean  to  drag  thcfc  perfons.  to  light,  arid  bring 
them  to'  trial  ?  they  would  not  pretend  tlicy  did.     They  ceafed  to 
profecute,  becaufe  they  were  fatisfied  they  could  not  convift.    Thqr 
had  therefore  virtually  acquitted  every  man  and  woman  in  the  king- 
dom, except  the  few  whom  the  Juries  acquitted,  of  this  treafonable 
<onfpiracy,  and  nothing  but  the  ablbrad  of  it  left.    Was  it  to  guard 
againd  the  abftrad  of  a  confpiracy,  that  the  Habeas  Girpus  a6t  was 
to  remain  fufpended,  and  the  people  deprived  of  the  beft  iafeguard' 
of  their  liberties  ?  A  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Windham) 
had  given  an  explanation  of  his  former  words,  acquitted  ftlm^  but 
an  explanation  as  unfatisfadory  as  the  exprcflion  itfclf,  and  aiked 
how  others  could  rejoice  in  fuch  acquittals  r — "  For  my  own  part,'* 
faid  Mr.  Fox,  "  I  hardly  remember  when  I  felt  joy  more  nearly  ap- 
proaching to  exaltation  than  on  thefe  acquittals.    I  rejoiced  that  the 
country  was  refcued  from  the  foul  ftain  attempted  to  be  fixed  upon 
it ;  I  rejoiced  that  we  had  efcapcd  from  the  perils  of  conftrufiivc 
tUpafon ;  I  rejoiced  tliat  the  people  would  fee  through  the  flanden 
by  which  they  had  been  deluded  into  a  ruinous  war ;  iind,  as  I  be- 
lieve they  have  done,  more  in  confequence  of  thofe  acquittals  than 
of  any  other  circumftance,  recover  from  their  deluiion,  and  wilh 
the  war  at  an  end." — A  man,  it  was  faid,  might  be  acquitted  on 
a  mifnomer,  or  a  flaw  in  t)ie  indidment,  which  would  be  no  proof 
of  his  innocence  ; — Granted  ;  but  was  either  the  cafe  in  the  trials 
fcr  treafon  ?  To  what  end  then  were  fuch  gtiounds  of  acquittal  al- 
luded to  ?  A  man  charged  with  picking  a  pocket  might  be  acquitted 
for  want  of  legal  evidence,  and  yet  nobody  doubt  of  his  guilt  ;— 
True — ^becaufc  men  chargpd  with  fuch  offences  might  have  fo  con- 
cealed their  actions,  that  although  their  guilt  was  believed,  there 
could  be  no  proof  either  of  the  adt  or  the  intent.    But  was  this  the 
cafe  of  any  of  the  perfons  charged  with  treafon  r — Was  proof  want- 
ing of  their  a<^ions,  their  words,  nay,  almod  of  their  thoughts  ?  In 
Thelwall's  trial,  a  letter  had  been  produced,  written  indeed  by  him, 
but  never  fent  to,  or  feen  by,  any  perfon,  till  his  papers  were  fcarched. 
Thi^  reniinded  him  of  the  unpublUh^  papers  produced  as  evidence 
on  the  trial  of  Algernon  Sydney,  a  circumihinc^  which,  perhaps, 
more  than  his  merit,  grc^t  as  that  was,  bad  endeared  his  name  to 
poilerity }  for  it  w^s  one  of  the  mod  valuable  qualities  of  our  nature' 
to  afcribc  merit  where  wc  law  perfecution.    Every  thing  done,  faid^ 
or  written  by  the  prifoners,  had  been  brought  againft  them ;  the . 
Jury  muft  have  acquitted  them,  becaufe  they  could  not  fo  qualify 
their  a^,  as  they  were  qualified  in  the  indi^ment ;  and  therefore 
their  acquittal  was  a  comnlcte  declaration  of  their  innocence.     A 
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JuTjf  it  was  faidy  was  bound  to  acquit  when  doubtful.  The  Houft 
was  now  fitting  as  a  Jury  on  the  psdiadium  of  the  liberty  of  die 
iubjcd,  aixl  furely  ought  in  this  to  imitate  the  conduct  of  a  Jury, 
dtat  they  would  not  decide  againft  it  without  clear  proof,  it  was 
£iid,  t)ut  lo  fufpcnd  the  operation  of  it  would  fave  the  neccfiHy  of 
bringing  other  perfons  to  trial.  Juft  fuch  was  the  defence  of  Ltftres 
it  Cachet  in  France.  They  were  only  to  fave  the  ncceflity  of  bring- 
ing people  to  trial ;  but  they  might  do  this  for  the  wtiole  life  of  the 
prifoner.  He  bmented  to  hear  men  whom  he  eftecmed,  accuftom 
themfelves  to  fpeak  of  fuch  things  with  patience. 

When  the  late  Lord  Camden,  a  man  defervedly  popular^  and 
to  whom  as  a  conftitutional  lawyer,  the  country  had  great  obliga- 
tbns,  once  defended  a  meafure  of  Government  as  being  only  a  forty 
days  t}Tanny>    hoyir  much  indignation  did  the  c3(];»%(non  excite  ? 
Even  from  fuch  a!  man,  £ngUfli  ears  could  not  epdurc  to  hear  of  a 
/Ibrty  days  tyranny.     But  now,  men  could  talk  without  a  blu(h  of 
fufpending  the  fafeguard  of  the  fubjcdlagainft  capricious  or  ifitftaken 
imprifonment  for  any  length  of  time.  It  was  faid  that  gentlemen  who 
would  not  allow  the  verdifis  of  Engliih  juries  to  be  impeached,  had 
thought  themfdves  at  liberty  to  treat  the  verdiAs  of  Scots  juries 
with  very  little  refped.     When  Scots  juries  fhould  be  ameliorated 
jrnd  put  more  nearly  on  the  fame  footing  with  Engliih  juries,  their 
verdids  would  be  entitled  to  equal  deference.     When,  however, 
he  read  the  trials  of  the  two  perfons  convidled  of  high  trealbn  in 
Scotland,  if,  indeed,  it  was  not  an  abufe  of  wo^ds  to  call  die  trial 
of  Downie  a  convidion,  he  had  flattered  himfelf  that  all  alarms 
about  treafon  were  at  an  end.     In  Scotland,  where  the  Hqufe  had 
been  taught  to  believe  that  die  growth  of  treafon  was  moft  formi- 
dable, he  found  that  nothing  l^ke  treafon  could  be  proved  agaiiift 
more'  thail  one  obfcure  man ;  that  this  man  had  been  in  the  pay  of 
Government  for  giving  information  ^ainft  other§ ;  and  diat,  dif- 
gufted  with  his  employers,  or  more  probably  with  the  view  of  en- 
hancing the  price  of  his  difcoveries,  he  had  endeavoured  to  enflainc 
the  minds  of  thofe  with  whom  he  aflbciated,  and  to  provoke'  them 
to  criminal  excefles^     What  was  the  confequeryre  ?  that  he  was 
almoft  immediately  abandoned,  and  his  conduct  reprobated  by  die 
very  perfons  he  attempted  to  miflead,  and  at  laft  fell  the  vidlim  of 
his  own  violence  and  treachery.     When  he  read  all  this,  he  was 
perfuaded  that  men  muft  fee  how  unfounded  their  alarms  had  been.* 
But  the  very  exiftencc  of  Miniftcrs  depended  uppn  alarms.     By  a 
falfe  alarm  of  the  crown  being  in  danger,  they  h^d  originally  come 
into  office  ;  by  falfc  alarms  they  had  maintained  (hcmfelvcs  in  often , 
and  mclanch«)Iy  it  was  that  fomc  of  thqfe  wha  cxpofed  their  early 
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artifices  with  the  greateff  zeal  and  ability,  had  fince  Joined  in  fill- 
ing up  the  cry.  Their  whole  condud  had  been  one  tifluc  of  alarms;  ^ 
not  a  moment  had  fhcy  fuffcrcd  to  pafs,  not  an  incident  to  occyr, 
without  agitating  the  minds  of  the  people  by  the  mod  in- 
flammatory  declamations  on  fome  imaginary  danger.  Well  had  his* 
honourable  friend  who  made  the  motion  (Mr.  Sheridan)  in  a  ftylc  , 
of  eloquence,  of  which  he  knew  not  how  tb  fpeak  in  adequate 
terms,  defcribed  tl>eir  expedients  of  calling  out  the  militia,  fiid- 
dcnly  cortvokihg  Parliament,  marching  cavalry  from  the  country  to 
the  capital,  and  fortifying  the  tower,  to  give  a  colour  to  their  alarm 
of  infurredlions  in  1792.  Were  any  of  thefe  hidden  infurrec^Hons 
proved  on  the  trials  for  high  treafort  ?  Not  one-  Why  ?  Be- 
caufe  they  never  had  any  exifience  but.  in  die  imagination  of  the 
dcludcrs  and  the  fears  of  the  deluded.  "  Whert,"  faid  Mr.  Fox, 
"  we  complain  that  they  arc  undermining  the  conflitution  which 
they  would  be  thought  to  fave,  they  ftjut  frt)m  defence  to  accufation, 
they  charge  vs  with  intending  to  fubvert  the  Conflitution,  and 
exultingly  afk^ 

J^«;j  fulerii  Gracchos  de  feditictie  qucrentes  ? 

When  they  are  conftantly  dinning  in  our  ears  that  the  example  of 
the  French  people  ought  to  put  us  on  our  guard  againft  the  liccn-  , 
tioufnefs  of  the  Englifh  people,  and  calling  ^ipon  us  to  prevent  !i- 
ccntioufnefs  by  cutting  down  every  fence  of  liberty,  we  h:nt  furcly 
a  right  to  fay,  that  the  example  of  foreign  detpotifm  ought  to  put 
us  equally  upon  our  guard  againft  thcincreafing  power  of  tlie  crown. 
In  what  ihftance,  they  demand,  has  the  King  of  England  bcerl 
made  more  like  the  tyrants  of  the  continent  r  I  anfwcr,  by  the 
Alien  Bill,  by  the  Traitorous  Correfpondcnce  Elil,  by  the  fufpcn- 
fieri  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act.  Are  thefe  light  or  trivial  inrtnnccs, 
or  how  many  more  do  they  mean  to  give  us  ?  Have  they  yet  deigned 
to  tell  'M%  or  do  their  incurable  and  iricreafing  alarms  point  our 
where  they  may  be  expedledto  flop  ?  Thus,  with  thc.ir  ufu:d  in- 
jufticc,  they  charge  us  with  intending  to  do  jvhat  they,  on  pretext 
of  preventing  us,  are  conftantly  doing.  The  Dilfcntcrs,  formerly, 
in  rimes  at  leaft  as  perilous  to  the  family  on  the  throne  as  at  pre- 
fcnt,  approved  the  firmeft  friends  of  the  Conftitation,  are  now  re- 
prcfentcd  as  its  enemies,  as  meditating  nothing  lefs  than  the  fub-  •  . 
verfion  of  Church  arid  State,  and  the  deftruc^ion  of  private  pro- 
perty- The  Diflenters  endeavour  to  repel  the  charge  by  rational 
argument  :^nd  peaceable  demeanour.  An  orthodox  and  loyal  nK>b 
proves  it  bpon  them  by  burning  their  houfes,  menacing  their  per- 
(bnsj  and  plundering  their  property.  Why  i«  it  that  men,  in  other 
VoL.XL.  Y 
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refpeds  of  acute  mind  and  found  judgement;  cannot  fee  to  which 
fide  the  charge  of  iniuiredion  and  anarchy  properly  belongs  ?     It 
is  becaufe  their  underftancUngs  are  blinded  by  exceffive  fondnefs  (or 
a  fyftcm  of  reafoning  of  i/icir  own  inycntion ;  bocaufe  the  na- 
tural  love  of  our  .  intclledhial   offTpring  is  as  powerful  as   our 
love  of  the  offspring  of  the  body  ;  becaufe  real  danglers  make  no 
imprcffion,  when  compared  with  the  phantoms  of  a  didempercd 
imagination."     Thefeparation  between  him   and  many  of  thofe 
with  whom  he  had  lor^  adted  in  politics^  and  been  conne<5ed  by 
die  dear  des  of  private  fricndfhip}  nu  man  could  lament  moro 
fincerely  than  ho  did,     Thofc  who  had  lately  given  a  great  accef- 
fion  of  abilities  and  character  to  the  cabinet,  he  was  pcrfuadcdi  had 
been  influenced  byno  perfonal  views,  but  had  aded  as  they  thought 
would  be  moft  advantageous  to  their  country.     But  while  he  did 
jufticc  to  the  purity  of  their  motives,  he  could  not  help  obfcrvlng, 
that  they  had  given  a  deadly  blow  to  public  confidence  in  public 
men  ;  a  very  fcrious  evil  to  the  public    in  his  q>inion.     They 
weakened  all  the  reciprocal  ties,  by  which  men,  who  diflcrcd*  on 
particular  points,  as  all  men  of  liberal  and  adive  minds  muft  ever 
do  in  fomc  degree,  were  enabled  to  aft  together  on  a  general  fyftcm 
t>f  politics,  the  only  mode  in  which  the  government  of  this  or  anf 
other  country  could  be  conducted*     They,  however,  had  zStoi 
from  their  own  conviftion  of  the  beft  means  of  averting  the  dangers 
with  which  vthcy  imagined  the  country  to  be  threatened;  and  would, 
he  hoped,  do  him  the  jufticc  to  believe  that  in  adhering  to  the  courie 
diey  had  long  purfued  in  concert  with  him,  his  motives  were 
equally  honeft.    It  was  difficult,  he  knew,  in  die  prefent  inflamed 
fiate  of  men's  minds,  for  perfonal  fricndftiip  to  furvive  political 
union ;  but  what  feemed  diflicult  was  not  always  impoffible,  and 
nothing  confiftent  with  his  fcnfc  of  duty  to  the  public  ihould  be 
wanung,  on  his  part,  now  to  give  an  indance.     For  many  of  them 
he  entertained  the  moft  finccre  perfonal  regard  ;  and  with  one,  in 
particular,  the  noble  Earl  appointed  his  Majefty'»  reprcfentadvc  in 
Ireland  (FitxwiUiam),  he  had   cheriihed.  a  friendfhip  from   his 
•arlicftyouth^  which  matured  by  long  intcicourfc,  endeared  by  mu- 
tual kindnefs,  was  entwined  with  his  very  habits  of  thinking,  and 
which  nothing  but  the  utmoft  violence  could  ever  tear  from  his 
brea(L     Every  time  the  propriety  of  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus 
a^  was  called  in  queftion,  being,  as  Miiiifters  themfelvcs  were 
'  obliged  to  c  nfcfs,  not  a  permanent  but  a  temporary  meafure,  -they 
were -bound  to  fliewahat  it  was  ftill  ncccflfary.     He  wOuld  appeal 
triumph  ntly  to  every  man  who  had  liftencd  to  the  debate,  whether 
^r  not  a  fingle  atgument  had  been  adduced  to  (hew  that  conrinuing 
Ibc  fufpenfion  was  of  any  ufc.-^Was  it  trcafon  thqr  were  afindd  of? 
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Where  did  It  lurk  F     Every  ftcp  tlicy  had  taken  Kincc  the  fufpen- 
fion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft  fcrvcd  only  to  prove  that  the  allega- 
tions of  treafon  were  unfounded,     Were  they  afraid  of  fedition  or 
mifdcmeanor  ?    Over  thefe  the  fufpcnfiun  giivc  them  no  more  power 
than  they  had  before,  for  its  operation  was  rcdrifted  to  treafon 
only. — Many  of  the  papers  produced  on  the  trials  had  been  read  in 
the  debate,  which^  thgfe  who  read  them,  maintained  to  be  indif- 
putahle  proofs  of  treafon.     Many  of  tliofe  papers,  with  very'  little 
alteration,  he  would  fubfcribc.     That  which  propofed  calling  ge- 
neral meetings  to  prevent  certain  unconftitutional  meafurcs  fpecificd, 
from  being  paflcd  into  laws,  he  would  fign.     Thofe  with  whom 
he  had  formerly  adcd,  the  friends  of  the  late  Marquis  of  Rocking- 
ham, had  ^ways  maintaiiied  and  actively  inculoitcd  the  propriety 
of  calling  meetings  of  the  people  in  their  rcfpc£livc  towns  and  di- 
Aricts,  to  difcufs  important  matters  pending  before  Parliament,  and 
make  known  to  Parlbment,  as  far  as  it  could  becollqfted,  the  opi- 
nion of  the  people  at  large. — The  paper  fetting  fortji  the  time 
feemcd  not  to  be  iar  dlftant  when  tyranny  mud  be  refiftcd  by  force, 
lie  would  alfo  fign,  but  not  without  fome  correction,  for  he  was 
fer  from  looking  to  the  event,  as  the  writer  profcflcd  to  do,  without 
fear.     If  fuch  a  mcafure  as  a  Convention  Bill  were  to  be  intro- 
duced  into^  Parliament,  thofe  who  (huuld  call  public  meetings  to 
oppofe  it,  by  colleding  and  declaring  the  general  fenfc  of  the  coun- 
try, would  aft  not  only  innocently  but  mcritorioufly.     We  dwelt 
on  the  crimes  committed  under  the  name  of  liberty  in  France,  till 
we  could  fee  no  danger  but  from  one  extreme,  or  were  ready  to 
pardon   every  outrage  and  exccfs  committed  on  the  other.     Why 
were  the  errors  or  thp  crimes  of  a  people  trained  under  the  yoke  of 
defpocifm,  to  no  ideas  of  jufticc  or  humanity,  but  the  will,  caprice, 
ur  palTion  of  the  ftrongelt,  to  foe  charged  upon  the  friends  of  rational 
liberty,  as  things  which  they  appmved  and  wifhed  to  introduce  ? 
A  majority  of  that  Houfe  had  voted  for  the  abolition  of  the  flavc 
trade.     If  the  negroes  in  our  Iflands  were  to  emancipate  themfeWes 
by  force,  who  did  not  fee  to   what  excefs  bciogs  degraded   by   a 
fyftem  of  oppreflion  bdow  the  ilandard  of  rcafon,  and  almoft  of 
human  nature,  would  carry  their  power  of  afting  for  themfelves^ 
or 'bow  dreadfully  they  would  retaliate  upon  their  former  matters  ? 
Yet  would  any  man  affirm  the.  cruelties  they  might  commit  to  be 
inherent  in  the  natives  of  Africa,  much  lefs  that  every  one  of  the 
majority  who  voted  for  the  .abolition  of  the  (lave  trade,  wiflicd  thcfti 
ti> be  committed  i     fict^een  what  England  now  was,   and  what 
France  was  before  the  revc^ution,  there  could  be  no  refemblance. 
Our  people  were  inured  to  very  different  habics,  gnd  tmincd  to  , 
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very  clifTerent   feelings,      Our  Conftitution,.  maimed  and  mangled 
as  it  now  was,  diiTerctl  lefs  from  a  Republican  than  from  anj*  def- 
p<>tic  torm  of  Government  \  Ids  fr-^m  the  Government  of  America 
tiian  f.')m'th:\t  of  RuHia  or  PrulVia.      When  gentlemen  talked  of 
Mu.icivchv  in  Great  BrU'airi  as  the  fame  in  fubflance  with  Monarchy 
in  iTioft  pans  of  the  continent  of  Europe,  they  put  a  change  upon 
i:s  by  fulf\ituing  tl»c  name  for  the  thing.    "Our  Conftitution  was  a 
RcpuMie  in  tlie  juft  fenfe  of  the  woid  ;  it  was  a  Monarchy  founded 
on  the  gjoj  of  the  pcf .plj,   in  a  n».ce  elected  by  Parliament,  the  re- 
jrerentacivc  of   tiicpiople;   limited  in  its  fundt ions  and  controlcd 
in  the  excrcife  of  thofe  fundi  jns  by  the  united  wifdom  of  the  naticm 
f( :r  the  <;cncral  benetit  of  the  nation.    Let  us  return  to  the  old  max- 
iii^s  oF  adminillering  fueh   a  Government ;  let  us  remember  that 
the  attaclmicnt  of  the  people  to  the  Conftitution  was  not   to  be  fc- 
tuTcd  by  alarm  and  terror,  hut  by,  practical  experience  of  the  blef- 
lings  derived  from  it  ;  that  wars  of  fpcculation,  whether  undertaken 
v.ith   the  view   of  making  amqucfls  or  extirpating  rpinic>ns,  were 
alw.\ys  oppreflive  to  the  greater  part  of  the  people,  generally  fruitlefs, 
and  fometimes  ruinous  ;  that  peace  promoted  commerce,  coirimercc 
encouraged   induftry,  induftrj'  gave  plenty,  and  plentj'. content. — 
Thefe.  were  maxims  fo  old  and  fo  trite,  that  no  man  cared  to  dwell 
upon  them,  for  fear  of  being  told  that  he  was  repeating  what  he 
Ivad  learned  of  his  nurfe.      But  they  were  not  the  lefs  true  for  being 
trite  ;  and  wlicn  men  fuffercd  themfelves  to   be  hurried  away  by  a 
fct  of  new-fangled  notions  diametrically  oppofite,  could  not  be  re- 
peated too  often.      If  we  pcrfifted  in  the  other  courfe,  mc  muft  go 
on  increalinc  our  debt  till  the  burden  of  our '  taxes  became  intolc- 
rablc  ;  tliat  boafted   Conftitution  which  we  were  daily  impaiij'inj:, 
the  ^^ople  would  cftimatc,   not  by  what  it  once  had  been,  or  was. 
ftill  affertt-d  to  be  in  the  dcchmaiions  againft  anarchy,   but  by  its 
p,i.:ii.\il  cfllvfls  ;  aivJ  we  lliould  hardly  efeapc  the  very  extreme  \sc 
\\{.vc  fo  anxlo'jfty  dctiroiis  of  fhunnlng.      The  old  Government  of 
I'  riitice  was   furely  provided   with  uifRcient  checks  over  the  licen- 
lioiithirs  of  ihc  people  ;  but  of  what  avail  were  thofc  checks  when 
t')c  aPi^hltion   and  prodigality   of   the   Government  liad  exhauftcd 
c\'crv  rc^v'Uice  by  which  eftabliftied  Governments  can  be  fupportcd  r 
^Miiillers  attempted  to  fix  upon  others  the  charge  of  innovation, 
vvliilo  tl;cy  thcmfehcS  were,  ever\'  fefi'ion,   making  greater  innova- 
tlc  :is  than  that  which  d.ev  now  called  the  moft  dreadful  of  all,   viz. 
a  reform  in  the  reprcfcntation  in  Parliament.      But  it  was  tlie  infa- 
tuatlon  of  the  day,  that  while  fixing  all  our  attention  upon  France, 
wc  ahnoft  confidered  the  very  name  of  liberty  as  odious,   nothing  of 
lie  opi)ofite  tendency  gave   us  the  Icaft  alarm.     Thofc  who havt 
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become  converts  to  this  new  fyftcm,  faw  nothing  but  Royalifts  in 
France  and  Republicans  in  England.  God  grant  they  could  but 
invert  die  tclcfcope,  .fee  vvith  the  eyes  ofreafon,  and  undcrftand 
with  the  underRandings  of  unprejudiced  men. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  infuted  that  the  fa^s 
which  had  been  brought  to.  light,  on  the  late  trials,  proved  the- 
pxiftence  of  a  treafonabic  plot  beyond  all  doubt,  and  therefore,  ju- 
ftificd  the  preamble  to  the  bill  for  fufpcnding  the  Habeas  Corpus 
a<5l ;  but  he  would  not  blame  the  juries  vvho  acquitted  the  prifoners 
on  tint  charge,  as  he  had  no  doubt  they  conducted  themfelves  con- 
fcicntioufly.  A  Conventional  Affembly  inftitutcd  by  any  body  of 
people  in  ilils  country,  for  ch(K)fing  tiieir  own  Government,  or  mak* 
ing  rhLir  own  laws,  he  maintained  wnstrcafon,  and,  therefore, he  con^ 
tended  that  tlic  plot  which  the  Secret  Committee  had  declared  to  exift 
for  tlic  purpofe  of  overturning  our  (jovernment,  adlually  had  ex- 
jfted  to  the  rxtent  they  had  alierted.  In  the  fyftem  of  fpies  and 
informers,  fo  loudly  condcsiincd,  he  difclaimed  having  any  concern  ; 
he  W.N  confident  that  thofe  who  •conducted  it,  ,had  adlcdwith  ho- 
nt)ur,  and   from  a  regard  to  the  fafcty  of  the  country. 

Mr.  THO?iIPSON  faid  he  fliould  i\ot  have  prefumed  to  have 
fjx)ken  on  tliis  motion,  the  fubjed^  of  which  had  been  fo  fully  and 
ably  difcufied  by  fome  of  the  greateft  ftatcfmen  and  lawyers  in  this 
kingdom,  but  that  he  conceived  it  to  he  a  queftion  equally  intelligible ' 
to  the  meancft  as  to  tlie  grcateft  capacities,  and  only  involved  this 
fimplc  qucliion,  vi/,.  whether  we  fliould  be  freemen  or  flaves? 
There  may  be  times,  when  it  miglit  be  neceffary  and  advifcable  lo 
forego  2^  part  of  our  liberties  to  fccurc  tliem  permanent  and  entire, 
but  at  the  prcfent  moment,  pur  fituation  called  for  no  fuch  fa- 
criliccs ;  and  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  it  wouli  be  neeef- 
far\'  to  ini^itute  a  new  committee,  to  confidcr  the  expediency  of  a 
continuation  of  the  prcfent  exirting  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
act,  before  ar\y  perfon  could  oppofe  the  prefent  motion.  He  faid 
it  was  not  the  intention  of  tlic  Convention,  prppofed  to  have  been 
called  by  the  Conftitutional  Scx:ict}',  cither  to  have  made  laws  for 
thcmfeJves,  or  to  have  overturned  the  Britilh  Government,  and 
therefore  the  alTcrted  plot  had  no  cxiftence  ;  befides,  if  the  conf- 
piracy  hat!  exillcd,  the  confpirators  might  have  been  tried  and  pu- 
ni(hed,  without  fufprnding  the  Habeas  Corpus  a6t.  He  defcribcd 
the  wa^tchcd  ilate  of  individuals  who  had  been  confined  in  confe* 
quence  of  unguarded  exprcflions,  and  who  had  afterwards  becil 
difchargcd  without  trial  orredr^fs.  He  deprecated  in  ftrong  terms 
the  many  outrages  agiinll  the  liberty  of  the  fubjc£t  which  had  taken 
place,  to  his  knowledge,  in  different  parts  of  the  counuy,  jpat ticu- 
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larly  by  Inferior  magiftratcs  fincc  the  bill  paffed.    One  circumibncc 
had  occured  very  lately,  which  he  thought  it  ncccffary  to  ftatc  in  his 
place.-r-He  went  to  die  Public  Office  in  Bow-ftreet,  where  an  ap- 
prentice was  brought  for  ftealing  from  his  maftcr  an  old  fcaffolding 
board,  originally  valued  at  nine  pence.     The  matter  informed 
-'Mr.  Jufticc  Bond,  that  he  was  willing  to  forgive  him,  and  the  juftlcc 
told  him  fo,  adding  that  he  muft  ferve  the  King  as  a  foldicr.  Major 
.  Lcrfon's  fcrjcant  was  called  in,  and  the  lad  was  told  that  he  muft 
cnlift  with  this  officer:  he  faid  he  would  not,  he  had  an   aged 
modier  whofe  fole  fupport  depended  upon  his  labourj  aiid  he  could 
not  think  *of  leaving  her   to  ftarve.     The  juftice  tlien  faid,   take 
him  into  cuftody,  he  fliall  be  fent  as  a  foldicr  ;  and  the  Jad  .HTts 
dragged  away  in  this  fhameful  and  illegal    manner.     He  (Mr. 
Thomfon)  faid  that  was  ftrangc  law  ;  and  fomcbody  who  heard  hin[i 
Jrepeated  his  words  to  the  juftice,  who  called  out  in  a  voice  of  autho- 
Tity,  Who  faid  fo  ?     I,  faid  I,  a  Member  of  Parliament  did.     He 
faid  I  mufl  know  that  the  King  wanted  men.     I  faid  he  did,  and 
I-  was  afraid  muft  want  many  more  if  tiiis  ruinous  war  continued, 
but  that  this  was  not  the  way  to  get  them ;  fending  men  to   the 
field,  I  confidered  as  fending  them  to  the  flaaghter  boufe,  arid 
diat  fuch  a  proceeding  was  fcandalous  and  illegal.      Mr.  Bond  faid, 
I  might  inveftlgate  the  bufinefs  in  the  Hoiifc  of  Commons,  but  he 
mrould  decide  there,  and  that  he  had  his  in(^ru6i{ons  in  a  circular 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  Lords  of  the  trcafury^ 
He  hoped  His  Majefty's  Minifters  would  difown  havii^  ever  fcnt 
<uch  a  letter,  and  tliat  they  would  inquire   into  the  wlialc  affii1r» 
for  he  thought  that    if  fuch  meafures  were  purfued,  His  Majctly 
H^outd  fooh  not  only  want  foldiers,  but  would  foon  want  fubjcds  ; 
and  he  lamented  the  h&,  that  in  this  coQntry,  an  office  indituted 
for  the  purpofe  of  adminiftering  juftice,  (hould  be  converted  into 
a  crimping  houfe,  and  that  the  magiftrate  ihould  defc«id  to  the  cm- 
pbyment  of  a  crimp. 

Mr.  MILBANKE  faid,  he  had  voted  originally  againft  thc.fuf- 
penfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft,  as  he  was  convinced  no  plot  cx- 
ifted  ;  and  even  thofc  who  contended  for.  its  cxiftence,  he  hoped, 
after  what  had  been  proved  on  the  late  trials,  would  admit  that  the 
danger  had  been  much  magnified.  He  never  doubted  indeed,  that 
in  an  age  when  two  great  revolutions  .had  taken  place  fo  near  each 
other^  men  in^this  country  might  wifh  to  bring  about  a  revolution 
here,  but  he  never  believed  their  numbers  to  be  great,  nor  did  he 
think  the  people  were  difpofed  to  fr«ond  their  views.  He  condemned 
the  new  faihion  of  traducing  the  inftitution  of  juries  in  diis  country, 
b^  difapproving  their  verdi^s  \  and  he  trufted  no  Miniftcr  would 
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ever  make  a  repeated  cuftom  of  fufpending  the  Habeas  Coq)US  a6t, 
the  principal  fafcguard  of  the  liberties  of  Englifhmen. 

Mr.  WILBER FORCE  faid,  that  noti^nthftanding  the  latencfs 
oftlic  hour,  he  CQuld  not  fuffer  the  divifion  to  take  place  without 
laying  a  word  or  two.  So  many  gentlemen  who  had  voted  with  him 
the  other  night,  had  declared  their  intentions  of  now  fupporting  the 
honourable  gcntlemin  (Mr.  Sheridan  J  who  liJid  himfclf  alfo  com* 
binctl  (as  being  of  one  defcription,)  thofe  who  now  wiflied  a 'period 
P)  be  put  to  the  war,  and  thofe  who  thought  there  had  been  no  juft 
caofe  for  tlie  alarms  entertained  for  the  internal  peace  of  the  countryi 
tliat  he  wifhcd  to  e^prefs  his  decided  oppofition  to  the  honourable 
gentleman'^  motion,  left  he  fhould  be  claHcd  amongft  thofe  with 
whom  he  (Would  be  very  forry  to  be  thoyght  to  havb  aifociated  on 
fijch  an  occafion.  Mr.  Wilbcrforce  expreflcd  it  as  his  determined 
judgment,  in  the  prcfcnt  Hate  of  this  country,  that  the  true  policy 
to  be  obferved  was  by  all  (afe  means  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the 
well-intentioned  part  of  the  community  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the 
other  to  (fa'cngthcn  the  hands  of  Government  for  the  repreflion  and 
puni(hmcnt  of  the  fadlious.  Thefe,  he  faid,  it  was  impoflible  to 
convince  of  their  error  ;  if  they  were  fo  infcnCble  of  the  bleffir^ 
tlicy  enjoyed  in  this  country,  as  to  wifh  to  deftroy  die  ConAitution ' 
by  which  they  Vcre  derived  to  them,  all  that  was  left  was  to  pre- 
vent the  fuccefs  of  their  projcfts.  He  faw  no  rcafon  to  believe  that 
Government  had  abufcd  the  power  committed  to  them,  orhefliould 
not  refill  the  propofal  for  depriving  them  of  it,  before  the  legal  term 
of  its  expiration. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  had  no  occafion  to  avail  himfelf  of 
the  ufual  indulgence  of  the  Houfe,  In  replying  to  the  arguments  ad- 
vanced by  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  for  that  night  tlicy  had  pot 
brought  one  forward:  they  (hewed  themfelvcs  afraid  to  grapple  with 
the  main  queftion  ;  no  attempt  had  been  made  to  prove  that  a  fuf- 
ficicnt  caufe  had  cxiflcd  for  tlie  original  fufpenfion,  which  he  did 
not  think  juftified  even  by  the  fears  of ^  Mr.  Wilbcrforce,  left  he 
Ihould  be  fuppoTed  to  have  become  a  friend  of  the  liberties  of  En- 
gliilimen.  The  reafon  of  his  troubling  the  Houfe  at  that  late  hour 
was  folcmnly  to  a(k  Mr.  Pitt,  what  would  be  the  ftatc  of  the  coun.- 
tr)'  which  he  might  tliink  would  give  the  a6t  to  us  again ';  he  wifhcd 
to  know  the  poflible  cafe  which  would  rcftore  to  Britifli  freemen  the 
moft  glorious  bulwark  of  their  freedom.  He  wifhcd  to  know  if  the, 
fufpenfion  was  to  be  renewed  when  the  prcfcnt  aft  expired  ;  was  it 
again  to  be  hurried  through  the  Houfe  in  one  day  ?  Was  it  to  (land 
on'  the  old  plot,  or  was  a  new  plot  to  be  ma^e,  or  was  the  Habeas 
Corpus  to  b«  again  fufpcnded  v\1tl>out  wy  plot  at  all  ?  Hv:  thought 
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Ml nifters  ought  to  declare,  whether  they  intended  the  rene^'al,  or 
what  were  the  grounds  upon  which  they  intended  to  continue  the 
•fiifpenfion  of  th^  adt. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  did  not  intend  by  rifing,  to  in- 
fringe the  titles  ellabiirticd  in  that  Houfc,  relative  to  Debates.  As 
the  lionourable  gentleman,  however,  had  remarked,  in  fuch  a  tri- 
umphant tone,  that  no  argument  had  yet  been  adduced  againft  him, 
it  was  neceffary  to  obfcrve,  that  if  this  were  the  Cafe,  It  was  bccaufe 
nothing  had  been  advanced  by  the  honourable  gentleman  that 
could  produce  any  argument.  The  whole  of  the  honourable  gen- 
tlcman*s  fpecch  had  only  gone  to  endeavour  to  throw  a  (lur  upon  the 
proceedings  of  the  Houfe  in  fufpending  the  adl.  With  rcfpe6l  td 
giving  that  fufpenfion  fome  longer  duration,  he  faid  he  could  with- 
out difficulty  ftate  that  this  would  probably  be  neccflfary,  in  order 
to  defeat  that  triumph,  on  eftablifhing*  thofe  principles  which  had 
been  fo  forcibly  ftated  during  the  debate  of  that  day-. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  reprobated  the  conJu(5l  of  the  Minifter,  who  had 
admitted  that  to  gratify  his  own  fpleen,  to  obtain  a  perfonal  triumph  j 
he  would  withhold  from  the  Britifli  people  one  of  their  deareft  li- 
berues. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  it  was  neither  to  gratify  his  fpleen, 
nor  to  obtain  a  perfonal  triumph  ;  but  to  obtain  a  triumph  over  the 
extraordinary  line  of  argument,  purfued  by  gentlemen  oh  the  other 
fide,  in  favour  of  thofe  who  had  originally  approved  the  caufc  of 
fufpending  thea£^,  that  fliould  induce  him  to  exert  himfclf  in  pro- 
curing the  continuance  of  its  fufpenfion. 

Mr.  MICHAEL  ANGELO  TAYLOR  faid,  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  preferved  himfelf  In  Adminlftration  by  li- 
belling men  much  better  than  himfclf. 

The  queftion  being  called  for,  the  Houfe  divided  ;  when  there 
appeared. 

For  the  motion,  41;  Againft  it,   i85«     Majoritj-,  144. 

Lift  of  the  MINORITY  on  Mr.  SHERIDAN's  Motion  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  rejycal  the  Acl  paffcd  laft  Scffion  of  Parlia- 
ment, for  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus  Adl. 

J  Antonic,  Lee  <)  Colhoiin,  William 

^  Anfon,  Thomas  10  Courtcnay,  John 

3  Aubrey,  Sir  John  xi'  Curwcn,  C 

4  Burch,  J.  R.  12  Erflcine,  Hon.  Thorn  at 
<  Sy^gi  Gcorn^e  13  Feather  Hon,  Sir  Henry 

6  Churchy  J.  B.  «       '4  Fitzpmrick,  Rt.  Hon.  R. 

7  Coke,  T.  W.  I  5  Fox,  Ri^rhi  Hon.  C.  J. 
i  Coke,  EJward  26  Francis,  Philip 
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17  Grey,  Charles  31  Pierfc,  Henry 

18  Hare,  James  31  Powlctt,  W.  Powlctt 

J  9  Haftrourty  John  33  RuiTcl,  Lord  WHliam  . 

ao  Howard)  Henry  34  Sberidan,  K.  B 


a  I   Tel 
aa  Sr. 


ekyl,  Jofeph  35  spencer,  Lord  Robert 

ir.  John,  St.  Andrew  36  Sturt,  Charles 

23  Jervoife,  C,  Jcnroifc  37  Taylor,  M.  A. 

^4  Lambton,  WilHam  Henry  38  Thdmpfon^,  Thomat  - 

a  5  L<vig»  Samuel  39  Tarlcton,  General 

aS  Maicland,  Hon,  Thomas  40  Vyner,  Robert 

2y  M'Leod,  General' N»  41  Vyner,  R.  junior 

a 8  Milbanke,  Ralph  42  Walwyn,  James 

39  North,  Dudley  43  Whitbread,  Samuel)  jua» 
30  Plumer,  William 

Including  the  two  Tellers^  Mr.  Sheridan  and  Mr.  Whitbread. 

Tuejday^  6th  yafumry. 

« 

Mr.  MAURlClE  ROBlNSOl^  rofe  to  inform  the  Houfc,  that 
he  (hould  not,  unlefs  the  Houfe  deiired  it,  make  the  motion  of 
which  he  had  given  notice. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  as  there  would  be  to-morrow  a  Commit- 
tee on  the  Supplies  of  the  Navy,  Mr.  Roblnfon  might  then  have  i 
fair  opportunity  of  afldng  any  queftions  he  might  think  necefldr}'| 
and  of  diicu0ing  any  point  on  which  he  wifhed  to  be  fatisfied. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  rcqucfted  Mr.  Robinfon  at  lead  to  ftatt 
the  object  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  ftated,  that  he  had  alkcd  a  queftion  concern- 
ing the  navy  a  few  evenings  paft>  and  had  been  told  that  it  was  not 
proper  for  him  to  do  fo,  when  no  quedion  was  before  the  Houfe^ 
and  that  he  ought  to  produce  a  fpecific  motion  on  the  fubje£t. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  thought  it  neceflary  that  the  objeft  of  the  mo- 
tion Oiould  be  nKire  fpecifically  ftated ;  that  it  might  be  known 
what  fort  of  information  the  honourable  gcndeman  wanted,  in  order 
that  the  perlbns  applied  to  might  know  whether  they  could  give  the 
information  required. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  fald,  that  his  inquiry  would  relate  to  tho 
conftruction  of  our  marine  ;  he  had  been  informed  that  the  French 
ihips  were  much  fwifter  failers  than  ours ;  of  this  he  wifhed  to.  know 
the  caufe.  Some  other  points  it  would  \^  neceflary  to  have  cleared 
up.  Several  rumours  had  gained  ground  to  the  di&dvantagc  of  our 
navy  ;  fuch  rumours  (hould  be  inquired  into.  In  the  King's  fpetch 
there  was  no  mention  of  the  navy  ;  this  was  another  circumihnce, 
which  he  (hould  think  neceflary  to  difcufe.  He  was  iddincd,  at 
prefcnt,  to  follow  the  plan  fuggeftcd  by  Mr.  Grey. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  that  It  was  the  cufiom  of  the  Houiii,  oa 
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a  Committee  of  Supply,  to  permit  gentlemen  to  put  any  queflion, 
and  to  difcufsany  topic^  rclutive  to  the  bufinefs. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  would  not  have  troubled  the 
Hojfe  anyjarther,  had  he  hot  heard  fome  exprcflions  refpcdHng  ru- 
mours. Every  one  knew  the  bad  effect  tliat  vague  and  general  r«- 
tnourc,  ftated  indefinitely,  were  likely  to  produce.  He  was  anxious 
to  difcufs  that  (ubje^t,  atid  wiflied  to  have  fomctliing  more  fpecilic 
refpcsJ^ling  the  rumours,  tlian  a  mere  unexplained  allufion. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  ftated,  that  it  had  been  fuggeftcd  to  him,  that 
notwithftanding  the  fignal  vidJor)'  gained  by  Lord  Howe  on  the  firft 
of  June,  the  Trench  had  a  fupcriority  at  fca.  He  alfo  wifhcd  to 
know,  what  could  be  the  reafon  that  a  fleet,  blocked  up  by  LcH^d 
Howe  in  the  Mediterranean,  had  been  fufFercd  to  efcapc,  and  the 
reafon  likcwife  of  the  infufficicncv  of  our  nnvv  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  cxpreflcd  himfelf  anxious  to  difcufs  the 
fubjci^t  more  particularly,  becaufe  he  was,'  of  all  pdiers,  the  moft 
concerned  in  a  perfonal  view,  and  was  equally  aftuatcd  witft  them 
by  public  motives.  As  far,  faid  Mr.  Pitt,  as  I  may  be  perfonalhr 
concet'ned,  I  have  the  ftrongcft  wifli  that  the  Houfe  (hould  be  as 
well  attended  as  pciflible.  But- there  are  fome  points  in  which  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  ftatcs  the  naval  fupcriority  of  the  enemy, 
to  which  I  fliall  juft  refer.  After  that  glorious  viftory  obtained  by 
Lord  Howe,  it  was  neceflfary  that  the  Briiifli  fleet  (hould  return  to 
refit ;  no  time  had  been  loft  in  preparing  that  fleet  again  for  fea. 
It  had  failed,  defying  the  enemy,  and  affcrting  its  fupcriority  in  its 

native  clement.     But  from  thofc  caufes  incident  to  the  Marine  of 

« 

every  State,  the  violence  of  the  v*  ind  and  the  damage  incident  to 
autumnal  cruizes,  it  had  been  ncceltarv  to  remain  fome  time  in 
ix>rt.  With  refpecl  to  another  point  which  die  honourable  gentle- 
man had  alluded  to,  nimcKv  the  efcapc  of  the  French  fleet  which 
had  been  blocked  up  in  the  Mediterranean;  if  that  point  were  mi- 
nutely inveriigated,  fo  far  from  any  blame  attadiing  here,  it  would 
fjmifti  ratVvcr  matter  of  furprife  how  that  experienced  ofiicer  wj^> 
commanded  hail  been  able  too  keep  that  force  blocked  up  for  fo  long 
a  time.  The  other  point  to  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
alluded  was,  our  naval  operations  in  the  Weft'  Indies.  In  this 
quarter,  he  faid,  it  would  be  found  that  we  had  maintained  our 
fupcriorit}'.  But  all  diefe  points,  die  Chancellor  of  Uic  Exchequer 
faid,  would  more  properly  come  before  the  Houfe  to-morrow  when 
the  fupplies  (hould  be  under  confideration,  and  vxould-funiilh  caufe 
for  farther  inquir}',  if  it  (hould  be  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe  tliat 
seiy  farther  inquiry  was  necclTary. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  faid,  that^he  fought  the  King's  Speech  would 
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furnilh  Conftitutlonal  grounds  for  a  motion  of  inquiry,  as  nothing 
had  been  therein  mentioned  refpedling  the^  navy. 
.  Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  anfwcred,  that  he  ftiould  not  fhrink  from 
any  iiUjuiry  which  the  honourable  gentleman  might  think  proper  to 
bring  forward.  With  refpe£t  U\  the  obfcrvation  that  His  Majcfty's 
Speech  contained,  no  mentiort  of  the  navy,  in  that  part  of  the  fpccch 
nvhich  mentions  the  fupplics,  tlic  navy  is  neceffirily  included;  and 
there  is  another  pafTagc,  in  which  His  Majefty  fpeaks  of  his  reli- 
ance on  the  valour  of  his  forces  both  by  fca  and  land." . 

Mr,  FOX  faid,  that  the  Miniftcr  had  uttered  foroe  words  which 
he  intended,  no  doubt,  to  be  confidcred  as  a  challenge  for  inquiry 
into  the  fubjeft  of  the  navy,  but  from  his  condu<5l,  there  was  nq 
rcafon  to  believe  he  was  fincercly  difpofcd  to  do  what  he  faid  ;  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  conduced  himfclf  with  regard  to  inquiries, 
gave  CO  encouragement  to  any  Member  of  the  HoOfe  to  move  for 
any,  for  he  had  always,  when  Jus  own  corkiuct,  or  the  condudl  of 
any  of  his  colleagues,  had  been  moved  to  be  inquired  into,  pom- 
fx>ufly  denied  the  i^&  tliat  was  alledged  as  a  foundation  for  inqliirr, 
refted  it  on  hi  sown  affcrtion,  and  then  infifted  upon  it,  that  no  in* 
.<iuiiy  v/a^  ncccfl'ary.  This  had  been  the  Miniftcr's  pra<S^icc  hither- 
to, and,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  was  afraid  he  could  venture  to  forctcl,  if 
was  thus  he  would  aft  with  regard  to  the  navy.-  He  would  firft 
loftily  pretend  to  challenge  inquiry^  and  then,  if  an  inquiry  was 
nxived  for,  he  M'ould  infill  that  no  inquiry  was  ncccffar)'.  But,  if 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  6w  tliis  matter  in  its  proper  liglit, 
and  had  \\o  reafon  to  fear  the  refult,  he  would  find  that  he  had  every 
.motive  for  himfelf,  for  his  eharacler,  for  his  honour,  for  his  per" 
fonal  connections,  and,  above  all,  for  the  fatisfadion  of  the  Public, 
to  come  forward,  and  to.afk  dio  Houfe  to  cntw  into  this  inquiry. 

Mr..  Chancellor  PITT  fnid,  that  it  was  no^  regular  to  debate 

.  fhig  point  at  prefent.     One  th^ng,  however,  he  would  fay,  that  he 

.ihould  confult  his  own  honour  much  better  by  ibllowing  the  didVatcs 

of  his  own  judgment,  than  ^ny  fuggcftions  of  the  right  honourable 

gentlemari  (Mr.  Fox.} 

•    *.  TuefdaVy  ']th  January^ 

Mr.  LAMBTON  i^ioycd,  "  That  an  humble  Addrcfs  ihould 
be  prcfcntcd  to  His  IVIajefty,  to  give  direiSbns  that  there  (hould 
be  laid  upon  the  table  a  return  of  fuch  foreign  troops  as  were  at 
prefent  in  Britiih  pay.  And  alio,  fecondly,  a  return  of  fuch  troops 
of  the  Elcftor  of  Hanover,  the  Landgrave  of  Hcffe-Caffel,  the 
^andgravc  of  Heffe-Darmftadt,"as  had  fallen  during  the  war,'* 
He  faid  that  his  reafon  for  making  thefe  motions,  was  in  order  t% 
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\c  public  the  extraordinary  cxpcrtcc  with^  which  the  prefeitt 
'  operatipns  was  attended  to  the  country* '  In  addition  to  thq 
,  about  30I.  was  paid  for  every  foldier  belonging  to  the  fub- 
powers,  who  fell  during  the  war.  At  the  ficge  of  Dunkirk^ 
erftood  that  not  fewer  than  3,500  Hanoverians  in  thecover- 
ny  of  Marihal  Freytag,  were  killed  in  one  day ;  the  iofs  of 
would  coft  the  Public  nearly  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds^ 
many  more  who  had  &llen  in  die  courfe  of  the  campaign* 
.  Chancellor  PITT  ftated,  that  he  had' no  objeAion  that  the 
i,  which  had  been  moved  for,  Ihould  be  produced.  He 
only  remark  that  the  honourable  gentleman  was  a  little  mif- 
mh  refpcA  to  the  fum  5^Wch  he  had  mentioned-  But  iurely 
xtcnded  fcale  of  operations,  fqch  as  the  prcfent  war  required, 
of  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  given  by  the  country,  in  or-» 
defray  the  expence  of  replacing  the  troops  who  had  fallen, 
confiderarion  which  could  no-ways  go  to  affc6V  the  general 
ing  on  the  fubjedV. 

jor  MAITLAND  moved,  "  That  an  humble  Addrcfs-be 
:cd  to  His  Majefty,  praying  him  to  give  dire6ti6ns  that  there 
be  laid  upon  the  table,  a  return  of  the  number  of  Britiih 
killed,  wounded,  and  miffing  in  Ihe  laft  campaign." 
.  JEKYLL  faid,  that  on  a  former  flight  he  had  put  a  queftion 
Minifter,  with  rcfpeft  to  the  amount  of  the  money  paid  to 
ing  of  Pruffia,  and  had  received  an  anfwer,  that  it  amounted 
;oo,oool.  He  intended  to  have  followed  it  with  a  modon 
efpec?^  to  the  number  of  troops  employed  by  the  King  of  Pruf- 
1  confequencc  of^  his  treaty  with  this  country  ;  but  was  an- 
I,  that  there  were  no  official  accounts  on  that  particular  head. 
then,  upon  looking  into  the  treaty,  he  found,  from  the  fcvcnth 
:,  that  there  were  two  Commiffioners  to  be  appointed,  one  by 
utch,  and  one  by  this  country,  in  order  to  fee  that  the  fiipu- 
;;  were  properly  fulfilled  on  the  part  of  b\s  Pru^ian  Majefty, 
ight  honountble  gentleman  would  certainly  have  no  objefiiori 
)rm  the  Houfc  who  was  the  Commiflioner  for  this  country.-^ 
uld  then  appear  whether  he  had  difcharged  his  duty,  in  mak* 
proper  return,  or  had  been  guilty  of  a  negleft  in  his  public  ca- 
. '  If  he  had  no  return  to  make,  the  cafe  would  pcrtainly  be 
i.  The  other  night  the  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  had  ftated, 
ic  had  a  fqrt  of  general  knowledge  of  the  co-operatiof^  of  the 
of  his  Priiffian  Majefty,  whrch  had  been  of  cffcntial  fcrvicc 
common  caufe.— 'This  he  muft  either  have  had  from  hearfay, 
would  hot  be  the  moft  regular  Way,  or  from  the  commtmica* 
of  tlie  Comminioner,    Hq  new  meant  to  inquire,  whether  ho 
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b:>  poald  not  contrive  to  communicate  this  general  fort  of  knowledge  to 
ibe  Ilouie,  by  givii^  extracts  from  the  written  correfpondenc€  of 
tfie  CommifTionety  which  might  be  Mended  ^hh.other  matters  thai; 
\t  au^t  not  be  proper  to  communicate ;  and  therefore  he  only  wilhe^ 
for  ftich  extraids  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  might  deem  ex- 
Mdient  to  produccj  fo  that  the  Public  might  be  fatisfied  that  their 
vnoncy  had  been  properly  applied,  and  that  the  King  of  PrdTia  ha4 
fluly  fulfilled  his  fhare  of  the  treaty. 

Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  hp  would  much  rather  that  th^ 
bonourable  gentleman  would  pu|'his  propofition  into  the  form  of  ^ 
fpecifip  motion.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  meant  that  the  Pruf- 
fian  troops  had  inmiediatcly  co-operated  with  tiie  Bri^ifh  army  on 
the  Continent,  they  certainly  had  not ;  but  they  were  emplo)'ed  on 
tilieironticrs  of  France,  and  fo  far,  in  a  way  ufeful  to  the  purpofes 
t>f  the  war.  Cfoyernment  were  in  poffefTion  of  a  certain  degree  of 
information,  at^d  perhaps  the  moft  proper  way  in  >\hiqh  the  honour- 
fbfe  gentleman  Qould  put  his  motion  would  be,  lo  apply  for  the  bcft 
fXiformation  which  they  Qould  give  on  the  fubje£l. 

Mr.  JEKYLL.  "  Was  there,  or  w^  there  not,  a  Commit 
fioner  from  this  country  r"  . 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT.  "  There  wajB  a  noble  Lord  who  was 
fiear  the  pcrfon  of  his  Pruflian  Majefty,  tliQpgh  not  in  the  capacity 
pf  a.  CiMnmiflioner." 

Mr.  JEKYLL  then  moved  for  fuch  official  documents,  letters 
and  cxtrads,  as  related  to  the  a(£tivc  co-operation  of  his  Pruifian 
Majefty,  in  purfuance  of  the  terms  of  the  treaty. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  objedte^  to  this  motion,  as  relating  not 
py  the  amount  of  the  troops,  but  to  the  niodc  of  operation— one  of 
thofe  circamf^anqes  which  it  wodld  not  be  proper  to  communicate. 
After  fame  ccmverfation,  the  motion  was  withdrawn. 

Major  MAITLAND  remarked,  that  in  his  motion  for  the  return 
of  the  lofs  of  Britifh  troops,  he  had  omitted  thofe  taken  prifoners. 
•|t  was  therefore  toTje  underftood,  that  the  motion  was  exadUy  the 
^meas  liad  been  made  lad  year. 

Mr.  JEI^YLL  then  moved  for  m  account  of  the  number  of 
ttoops  erhploycd  by  his  Pruffiap  Majcf^y  in  purfuance  of  his  treaty 
with  this  country,  fo  far  as  the  fame  could  be  afcertained. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  alked,  whether  there  3vas  any  objcflion  to 
Jay  before  th«  Houfc  the  |?orrefpond«icc  of  Lord  Malmefbury,  ^n 
order  to  afcertsdn  the  mod  material  point,  whether  the  King  o£ 
jpruffia  had  kept  ftlth  with  the  country?  Now  that  Minifterspro- 
pofed  to  give  an  immcnfc  fum  to  the  Emperor,  to  induce  him  to 
coi^nue  bis  co-bpebtion  ix^  the  war^  it  was  of  confe<^uence  to  (^ 
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how  far  experience  would  warrant  our  reliance  <m  the  fiddity  of 
Continental  alliances,  and  the  pun<Suality  with  wliich  they  fulfilled 
their  engagements.  The  Miniilcr  might  fay  that  the  King  of  Rruf- 
iia  had  forty  or  fifty  thoufend  men  on  the  frcvnticrs,  but  were  thefc 
employed  for  the  purpofcs  which  the  treatr  ftipulated. — It  irJ^ 
appear  from  the  correfpondcncc  of  Lord  Malmeibury,  tliat  he  had 
romonftrated  with  the  King  of  PrufTia  on  the  circumftanctf  of  hav- 
ing ncgledtcd  to  fulfil  his  engagements,  and  called  upon  him  to  make 
gwd  his  faith  to  riiis  a)untry.  He  therefore  moved  for  fuch  parts 
of  his  corrcfpqndcncc  as  might  be  coqimunicated  with  fafety  or  pn>- 
friety. 

Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  had  much  rather  that  the  fiA- 
jc(S^  faould  be  brought  forward  for  afeparatc  difcuffion,  than  that 
the  important  bufinefs  of  the  day  (hould  be  interrupted,  which  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  fide  had  expreflcd  fo  rrtuch  eagtrnefs  to  bring 
forward., 

The  SPEAKER  ftated  to  Mr.  Sheridan,  that  his  motion  was 
pretty  much  of  the  fame  nature  with  that  whieii  had  already  been 
witlidrawn,  and  would  therefore  come  forward  with  naorc  propriety 
on  another  day. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Supply* 

Moved,  that  a  hundred  thoyfand  men  be  employed  for  the  ibt 
fcrvicc  of  the  current  year,  including  fifteen  thoufand*  marines. 

Mr.  MAURICE  ROBINSON  faid,  that  the  honourable  gov 
tleman  who  moved  the  Addrcfs  had  varied  from  thc>  courtly  llyfc 
ufually  adopted  upon  fuch  occafions,  and  called  upon  gentlemcri  to 
ipeak  out  their  minds.  This  was  certainly  a  period  which  of  all 
others  demanded  the  exercife  of  that  privilege.  He  fhould  consider 
the  country  as  greatly  wanting  to  itfelf,  if  it  did  not  avail  itfclf  of  its 
navy,  and  give  to  it  its  full  ftrength.  A  ncgled  of  the  navy,  he 
fhould  conlider  as  the  greatcft  grievance  under  which  the  country 
rould  labour  from  the  mifcondudof  adminiftration.  He  herecom* 
plained  of  what  he  underftood  to  be  a  capital  dcfccl:  in  the  conftmc- 
tion  of  our  ihij>B,  namely,  that  in  point  of  fpecd  in  failing,  they' 
were  inferior  tO'  the  French.  This  was  a  dcfcvSi  produ&ive  of  much 
inconvenience  and  mifchicf,  and  called  louiHy  for  arenicdy.— If  he 
willicd  to  give  a  foreigner  an  idea  of  the  ftrength,  the  magmficeoce 
i\nd  tlic  glory  of  the  country,  he  would  carry  him,  not  to  Somcrfet- 
houfe,  but  to  our  dock-yards.  .  He  thouglit  it  hardly  hcccflary.  In 
the  Enti(h  Houfc  .of  Commons,  to  enforce  the  importance  of  tiie 
navy,  but  he  was  forr\-  to  faV,  he  did  not  think. fufiicient  attention 
^/.;d  baa  paid  to  it  dariftg  the  prcfcui:  wax.     |n{lead  of  fubildiiing 
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the  King  of  PruflTia,  the  money  fo  laid  out  might  have  been  much 
more  profitably  expended  in  augmenting  the  navy. 

Captain  BERKELEY  faid,  that  if  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty 
had  been  bound  to  anfwer  the  queftions  put  to  them  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  ho  fliould  not  have  rifen  ;  but  he  felt  it  neceflary 
fo  fay  fomcthing,  as  the  charadlcr  of  officers  of  the  navy  might  fbffcr 
from  the  greater  expcJltion  of  French  vcffels  :,  tliis  miglit  probably 
have  fometimcs  been  the  cafe.  He  was  ready  to  admit  that  tlie 
ixmftruiSion  of  our  fhips  might  be  much  altered  for  the  better  ;  he 
dki  not,,  however,  think  that  in  general  the  French  veflcls  failed 
better  than  the  Epglifh.  If  Mr.  Robinfon  had  not  {l.r::d  it  fo  ge- 
nerally, but  given  fome  particular  inftimces,  he  might  have  been 
able  more  accurately  to  inveftii^ate  the  point.  He  knew  inftanccs, 
however,  which  proved  that  tl\c  rcvf^rfc  was  true.  In  the  year 
'793  ^"  Englifti  fleet  chafed  fix  French  vcff-ls,  which  were  among 
the  bcft  of  their  navy  ;  fevend  of  our  (liips  wxrc  coming  up  with 
tbem,  and  would  have  done  fo  if  bad  weather  had  not  prevented 
them. .  One  was  up  with  them,  but  was  obliged,  from  the  fame 
caufe,  to  retUFH.  Though  fingk  French  fliips  might  fail  better 
than  ours,  he  could  not  allow  that  the  French  (hips  failed  better  than 
tlic  Englifh  in  a  body.  This  perhaj^s  was  not  the  time  during  ^ 
war,  to  introdutc  any  improvement  into-tlie  conftruclion  of  our 
(hips :  no  improvement  could  take  place  with  rcfpccl  to  thofc  already 
built,  or  thofe  now  on  the  itocks.  When  there  iTiould  be  an  op- 
portunity of  introducing  fuch  improvement,  he  (houUl  tliink  that 
th^  proper  way  would  be,  to  imitate  the  examples  of  die  French, 
to  throw  open  the  fubjc<S  to  the  public  at  large,  and  to  encourage 
the  exertions  .of  ingenius  and  fcicntific  men,  by  holding  out  medals 
and  premiums  for  the  bcft  models.*  Whenever  the  fubje>5l  was 
brought  forward  by  the  landed  gentlemen  in  that  Houfe,  he  and 
the  other  Members  in  the  naval  proteflion,  wonld,  he  w  is  confident, 
be  happy  to  lend  their  afiiftancc.  He  remarked  that  though  tlio 
French  models  were  better  than  ours,  ftill  our  workmanfl^.ip  was 
fuperiur,  aivi  he  trufted  when  they  (Rould  be  called  forth,  we- 
fliould  be  found  to  have  better  heads,  as  wdl  as  better  hands, 
dian  the  French.  He  could  not  help  noticing  what  fell  from  a 
right  honourable  gentleman,  Mr.  Fox,  on  a  fc^rmer  evening  witli 
refpe<fi  to  the  late  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralt)' ;  as  a  naval  man 
he  might  be  fuppofcd  to  be  able  to  f(;rm  fome  proper  judgment  on 
the  queilion  of  that  noble  Lonl's  public  conduct.  He  was  about  t*^ 
defend  the  character  of  one  of  the  moft  amiable  of  men  from  an  at- 
tack  that  hiid  been  made  on  him  \  he  indeed  fnould  be  ungrateful*' 
jf  iic  were  not  to  do  fo;    One  great  eircumftanec  ura(:d  nguinll  him 

2  fr<! 
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ytn&  the  captuft  oF  pur  mckharitmcn :  Was  it  J  however,  certain^ 
that  thefe  had  liot  iii  geribfal  departed  without  tx)nvoyj  and  were 
what  were  technically  called  runners  ?  if  fo,  couId.it  poflibly  be  die 
jauit  of  the  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  ?  befides,  the  underwriterU 
were  induced  fometimcs  to  infure  fo  lai^ly  as  to  render  it  almoft 
indifferent  to  the  owners  whether  they  loft  their  veflfels  or  not. 
Anotlier  topic  which  had  been  infifted  on  was,  that  a  fleet  bad  liot 
been  fent  out  equal  or  fuperior  to  the  Frendh.  If  this  had  been  the 
cafe,  he  (hould  have  been  as  ready  to  blanre  the  conduft  of  the  Ad- 
miralty as  Mr.  Fox,  but  the  reverie  was  the  truth  ;  for  the  flett 
which  went  out  under  Lord  Howe  early  in  the  year,  was  one  of  the? 
fineft  and  beft  appointed  he  ever  faw  ;  and  was  fuperior  to  the  French 
by  ten  or  eleven  veffels.  Great  part  was  detached  very  properly 
by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  to  convoy  one  of  the  largeft  and  richcft 
fleets  of  merchantmen  this  country  ever  few ;  he  believed  as  manjr 
as  eight  veffels  were  detached.  Was  it  then  the  fault  of  the  firft 
'  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  that  the  intcreft  of  commerce  required  a 
large  convoy  r  Even  after  this  they  were  not  inferior  to  the  enemy, 
as  the  glorious  event  fufficiently  proved.  If  this  convoy  had  not 
been  detached,  we  (hould  have  had  no  engagement  with  the  gfiemjr, 
who  would  never  have  been  induced  to  face  us  fuperior  as  we  were^ 
and  to  rifk  an  adlion,  which  termiViated  in  the  glorious  vidory,  lb 
lavifiily  praifedby  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide.  - 

NIr.  ROBINSON  reprobated  the  treatment  which  he  had  met 
with  in  a  former  night  fpom  the  Minifters,  when  he  wiflted  to  put 
fome<}ucrie5  relative  to  the  ftate  of  the  navy,  and  they  had  at« 
tempted  to  crufii  him  by  the  united  force  of  their  fplendid  elequence 
and  overbearing  influence.  He  feemed  principally  to  allude  to  Mr. 
Dundas,  of  whofe  want  of  fecond  fight  in  the  duties  of  his  numerous 
offices  he  complained.  *  He  infifted  on  the  fuperiority  of  the 
French  in  failing,  which  he  faid  hod  been  attefted  by  the  late  Ad* 
siiiral  Byron. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid,  tliat  the  honorable  gentleman  (Capt.  Ber- 
keley) had  fpoke  with  great  candour  as  to  the  defcdls  and  the  con- 
ftrudion  of  Our  Ihips.  He  reprobated,  however,  the  diftindion 
wluch  he  had  mside^  when  he  talked  of  the  landed  gentlemen  in 
that  Houfc  as  the  moft  proper  perfons  to  bring  forward  queftions- 
relative  to  the  ftate  of  the  navy,  as  highly  unparliamentary.  If 
any  fuch  diftinftion  was  to  be  taken,  the  mercantile  reprefcntafives 
were  fureiy  more  interefted  in  every  thing  connc6tcd  with  that  fub- 
jcd.  He  thought  a  time  of  war  the  moft  fit  for  attending  to  Ad 
improvement  of  the  conftrudtion  of  all  fliips  that  might  be  built  for 
the  fervice.     The  honourably  gentleman  had  talked  of  his  vtrf 
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great  obUgattoiis  to  the  late  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  :  other  officers 
who,  perhaps,  had  not  received  the  fame  obligations,  did  not  talk  - 
of  him  fo  favourably.  But,  if  he  was  fo  well  qualified  for  the  fitua-^ 
rion  as  the  honourable  gendeman  had  rcprefented  him,  it  was  verjr 
(farange,  that,  after  haviiig  for  fome  time  filled  that  ofSce,  he  had 
been  turned  out,  in  order  to  xnalce  room  for  another,  who  had  yet 
his  aprenticefhip  to  ferve. 

Admiral  GARDINER  faid,  that  from  what  had  been  ftatcd> 
it  might  have  been  fuppofed  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  IxM'ds  of  thd 
Admindty  to  attend  to  the  conflru£tion  of  the  ihips,  wheieas  tUs 
part  of  the  bufinefs  bcloiiged  to  the  Navy  furveyors.     He  diHercd 
in  one  rcfpeft  with  his  honourable  friend  (Capt  Berkeley),     Front 
what  he  had  feeii  of  the  French  (hips,  he  was  prepared '  to  admit 
that  they  failed  fafter  than  oqrs.     It  was  certainly  the  fa£l,  that 
iFrorh  the  mode  which  they  adopted,  they  were  much  better  cori- 
ilruded.  When  a  fhip  was  to  be  built  of  a  certain  rate,  premiums 
wer»  ofiered  for  the  beft  models ;  thefe  were  fubmitted  to  an  Aca* 
demy  of  Sciences^  and  the  model  which  was  judged  to  be  the  mdt 
Complete  wa^  adopted.     Since  he  had  been  in  the  navy,  which  waft 
>K>w  within  a  month  of  forty  years^  we  had  greatly  improved  in  the 
conftrii^onof  our  ihips^  in ,  confequcnce  of  the   French  pritcs 
which  we  had  taken  ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  we  (hould  condiuie  td 
improve  froni  the  fame  circumfiance.     If  wc  wi(hed  to  improve 
the  conftrudton  of  (hip&  (Kll  filrther,  we  would  do  well  to  imitate 
the  French  pradlice,  in  holding  out  a  premium  for  the  beft  modlpls; 
He  concluded  with  ^  panegyric  oti  the  diligence  of  the  late  Lord 
of  the  Admihilty;     That  lioble  lx>rdhad  made  it  hisftudyto  do 
his  duty ;  arid,  from  in  acquainhince  with  him  for  five  years,  h^ 
would  take  upon  him  to  fay,  that  no  m&ri  was  better  informed  with 
rcfped  to  What  related  to  his  office.     Nothing,  he  was  aflfured^ 
would  give  the  noble  Lord  greater  pleafure  than  an  enquiry  into  his 
public  condu6i; 

Captain  BERKELEY  explained  his  referring  to  country  gentle-  . 
hacn  as  the  nioft  propei^  to  bring  forward  the  fubject  of  improving 
the  conftruAioh  of  our  (hips,  as  fuch  a  propofal  might  appear  invi^ 
diotis  of  originating  fipom  the  naval  officen^. 

Mr.  FOX  ftatedi  that  he  had  been  accufed  with  having  made 
an  attack  upon  the  charader  of  the  noble  Lord  lately  at  the  hcii 
of  the  Admiralty;  ^e  had  fo  inuch  intehtifi^ ;  he  had  indeed  faidi 
that  hb  public  iond46t  was  xiot  fuch  as  appeared  to  him  to  deferve 
approbation,  but  without  the  fmallelt  feeling  of  perfoiial  difrefpeA*, 
He  had  laft  feflioci  ftated  grounds  for  an  enquiry  into  the  condu^ 
frf  the  nobk  Lord ;  he  had  not  lately  made  fo  miniit«  an  cn^ulif 
Vol.  XL.  Aa 
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into  partictilars  as  he  did  upon  that  occafion,  but  he  was  prepared 
•  to  ftate  the  general  refult,  that  the  captures  of  laft  year  exceeded 
the  ftumber  of  (hips  taken  within  a  iimilar  fpace  in  any  former  war, 
and  exceeded  alfo  the  proportion  of  die  increafe  of  our  commerce. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  the  navy  ought  to  have  been  increafed  more 
in  the  prefent  war  than  in  any  former  period.  But  he  Mas  told, 
that  from  the  increafe  of  our  commerce,  we  might  expe6l  a  greater 
number  of  fliips  to  be  taken.  If  our  commerce  was  increafed,  it 
aflfb.rded  alfo  the  means  of  increafing  our  navj',  and  thereby  pro- 
viding an  additional  degree  of  fccurity.  Though  our  navy,  h« 
confeiTed,  was  large  and  refpccSable,  ftill  it  was  by  no  means  what 
it  ought  to  have  been.  At  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the 
French  navy  was  weak,  and  i(  muft  certainly  appear  from. the  re- 
fult of  the  naval  operations,  that  pur  navy  has  not  Iiad  that .  cffecl 
upon  the  decifion  of  the  conteft  which  it  ought  to  have  had,  from 
ks  great  fuperiority  to  that  of  the  enemy.  .  An  honourable  gmitle- 
man  faid,  we  had  been  lavifli  in  our  praifes  of  Ac  vicJoryof  the 
ill  of  June ;  we  had  only  been  juft.  No-  man  would  accufc  him 
with  wifhing  to  detradl  fh)m  the  glory  of  that ;  ftill,  however,  pru- 
dence (hould  have  dicUtcd,  tliat  the  Englifti  (hould  at  lead  liavc 
been  equal  to  the  French.  The  French  had  at  prefent  in  Toulon 
a  fleet  of  fifteen  fail,  and  it  was  a  queftion  whether  it  might  not  be 
equal  to  our  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  which,  from  its  long  ab- 
fence,  mud  now  be  conliderablv  deficient  in  force  and  the  number 
of  its  men,  and  he  was  forry  to  add,  ^-ith  rofpcft  to  Britifh  feannen, 
in  difcipline*  He  was  told  the  noble  Lord  (Chatliam)  had  been 
injured  ;  if  fo,  he  muft  have  been  by  thofe  who  had  put  him  out  of 
office.  He  lamented  that  our  naval  exertions  had  been  obftrudted 
by  an  oftentatious  difplay  ol^zeal  in  the  land  fcrvice.  Upwards  of 
20I.,  he  undcrftood,  had  been  given  for  a  man ;  a  circumftance 
which  had  grealy  injured  the  recruiting  for  the  Navy,  and  wiiich 
the  country  might  afterwards  have  occafion  to  rue.  It  'was  the 
true  policy  of  this  country  to  encourage  as  many  landmen  as  pofliblc 
to  enter  into  the  feafervice.  When  he  heard  talk  of  an  invadon, 
an  event  which  he  had  not  been  accuftomed  to  regard  with  great 
apprehenfion,  he  muft  oyvn  that  he  would  feel  much  more  fecurc 
from  a  certain  fuperiority  at  fea,  than  from  any  nunbcr  of  land 
ftMTces.  When  to  all  the  difaftcrs  we  had  CKperienccd  at  fea,  he 
added  the  glaring  deficiency  of  intelligence,  which  had  appeared  in 
fo  many  inftanct^s,  he  muft  own  that  he  could  not  give  to  the  noble 
pcrfon  lately  at  die  head  of  the  Admiralty,  credit  for  all  the  dili- 
gence that  had  been  afcribed  to  him.  He  always  unJerftood  that 
ttie  French  fliips  failed  faftcr  than  ours  \  in  this  idea  he  wa^  cun- 
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firmed'*  by  what  had  fallen  from  the  gallant  Admiral.  He  had 
learned  both  from  him  and  from  the  honourable  Captain,  that  we 
owed  to  French  models  the  improvements  in  the  cdnftruclion  of 
our  (hips.  Wc  were  indebted  to  both  of  the  gnllanf  officers  for 
bringing  French  prizes  into  ouir  ports,  and  fo  enabling  us  to  im- 
prove by  the  fuperior  ingenuity  of  the  enemy.  But  It  furely  wag 
not  very  flattering  to  the  fcicncc,  induftry,  and  glory  of  the  country, 
to  be  obliged  to  improve  by  others,  and  to  be  content  always  to 
imitate.  He  was  told  that  it  did  not  belong  to  the  Admiralty  to 
attend  to  the  conftruflion  of  (hips.  He  did  not  care  to  whom  it 
belonged ;  •  he  had  a  right  to  expeft  attention  to  this  particular 
ftom  the  executive  Government.  He  always  underftobd  that  the 
Admiralty  had  the  fupcrintcndiiig  power  with  rcfpci^  to  whatever 
related  to  the  navy.  He  was  entitled  to  aik  them  why  meafures 
had  not  been  taken  fooner  to  improve  the  coiiftrucE^lon  of  our  flilps. 
The  time  of  war  was  urged  as  an  argument  why  thefe  meafures 
could  not  be  taken  at  prefent,  the  very  circumftance  which,  in  his 
mind,  weighed  mod  powerfully  that  they  (hould  be  adopted  without 
lofs  of  time.  He  was  told  that  no  improvement  could  be  intro- 
duced with  rcfpoft  to  rtiips  already  built,  or  that  were  now  upon 
the  ftocks  ;  but  he  (hould  deem  it  a  criminal  ncgleft^  if  care  was 
not  taken  to  fet  on  foot  the  building  of  new  (hips  jipon  the  improved 
conibrtidlkn,  wherever  it  was  pofTible,  and  this,  he  truftcd,  would 
be  the  firft  meafure  of  the  new  Board  of  Admiralty.  To  all  that 
he  had  fiated,  *  he  had  heard  no  other  anfwer  than  wh^t  had  been 
give  laft  year,  an  enumeration  of  the  (hips  taken,  including  thofe 
wc  had  got  by  capitulation,  at  Toulon.  But  it  was  not  a  p]ea(ing 
circuni(hince,  that  one  of  our  own  (hips  of  the  line  had  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  a  circum(\ance  which  had  not  often  hap- 
pened in  former  wars  to  this  country ;  only  one  had  been  taken 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  American  war,  and  that  had  been 
retaken.  With  refpecl  to  the  Admiralty  itfelf,  the  charafter  of 
tfic  rK)ble  Lord  has  been  more  injured  by  his  colleagues  than  by 
any  other  peribn.  It  has  been  faid  that  nothing  would  be  more 
pleaiing  to  that  noble  Lord,  than  to  have  an  inquiry  inftituted  with 
refpcd  to  his  public  condud^.  A  general  wilh  of  that  fort  has  fo 
often  been  cxpre(red,  and  the  particular  propofition  when  brought 
forward,  defeated  by  fome  particular  confidcration,  that  much  (hrcfs 
will  not  now  be  laid  on  fuch  a  declaration.  If  the  n6ble  Lord  was 
indeed  the  able  and  diligent  charadter  he  has  been  held  out,  it  can 
only  be  faid  that  he  had  the  mod  injurious  colleagues,  and  the  moft 
ungratefol  public,  lincc  the  former  mult  have  confented  to  remove 
him  from  a  fttuadon  which  he  occupied  with,  fo  much  credit,  and 

,Aa2 


!«•  PARLIAMENTARY  i-i79$f 

pei1i:q)s  1)0  change  was  ever  fo  generaHy  approved  by  the  latter.  Mr. 
Fox  concluded  that  the  navy  of  England  was  of  more  impoitance 
howy  than  at  any  former  period.  The  whole  of  the  campaign 
ought  to  teach  Minifters  the  inefficacy  t>f  military  operations..  He 
hadbeen  told  that  there  wereihips  ready  tobe  fe  ntto  fea^  if  theyoodd 
get  perfqns  to  man  them.  He  trufted  that  this  was  not  the  h&^ 
and  that  (kps  would  be  taken  immediately  to  procure  more  ihips  and 
more  men  for  the  fervice,  and  that  no  diminution  of  the  militaiy 
force  would  be  confidered  as  too  great  a  fiicrifice^  in  order  to  extend 
the  fcale  of  out  naval  exertions. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  taking  notice  of  fomc  of  the  obferva-* 
tions  of  Mr.  Robinfon,  relative  to  the  right  of  every  Member  to 
call  for  information  from  the  fervants  of  the  Crown,  admitrir^  that 
Tight,  and  reje£^ing  all  idea  of  endeavouring  to  prevent  it,  proceeded 
to  juftify  himfelf  as  to  attention  to  his  duty  in  the  Navy  Pay-Office, 
for  which,  he  trufted,  the  Houfe  would  excufe  him  when  they  re- 
medied how  necelTaiy  it  was  to  prevent  the  effe£t  which  infinuations 
might  otherwife  produce.  With  regard  to  what  had  beei;i  faid  by 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Houfe, 
4U1  the  necefliity  of  doing  evqy  diing  that  could  poflib(y  be  done  tp. 
improve  our  navy,  he  was  ready  to  fub(cribe  to  every  word  of  it ; 
but  he  would  be  bold  enough  to  fay  that  there  had  not  been,  the  leaft 
negligence  in  that  refpectt  And  there  he  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  the  fituation  of  this  country  at  the  commencement 
f>f  the  war :  which  had  yet  been  of  only  two  years  duration.  We 
began  with  only  iixteeh  thoufand  men.  Laft  year  we  had  cijg^ty- 
five  thoufand  feamen.  We  had  now  on  board  of  our  ihips  of  war 
no  Icfs  than  ninety-five  thoufand  men — this  was  the  exertion  of 
Government  in  the  department  of  the  navy  in  the  (pace  of  twa 
years  ;  in  this  fituation,  he  would  venture  to  by,  that  fuch  exertion 
had  not  been  exceeded  at  any  time  in  this  country. 

With  regard  to  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  iaid, 
that  he  did  not  mean  to  attack  die  private  charadler  of  the  Firft 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  Mr.  Dundas  faid  he  admitted  that,  and  it 
|iras  but  jufiice  to  that  right  honourable  gentleman  to  d^aic  he  un- 
^erfiopd  him  to  fpeak  of  the  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  as  a  pablic 
man,  and  in  that  view  too  he  would  venture  to  fay  of  him  it  was 
impofllble  to  ftate  one  h&  to  the  difadvantage  of  that  noble  Lotd : 
he  would  defy  any  man  breathing  to  fay  there  had  been  a  £nilt  in 
any  one  part  of  the  naval  exertims  of  this  country.  But  this  was 
f^ot  all ;  for  infiead  of  there  having  be^n  no  fault,  duare  was  un* 
^mmon  merit  in  our  naval  exerdons.  The  Committee  would  re- 
(iddl^j  that  i^  die  jfidfy^mioa  of  former  wais  it  had  beoi  co&oh 
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vooTf  to  ranfiick  almoft  every  merchant  (hip  for  all  !ts  failors,  and 
to  proceed  on  fuch  a  fcale  as^  for  a  time,  almofl  entirely  to  defbroy 
our  trade.  But  at  this  moment  he  iivould  take  the  liberty  of  layingi 
4^t  notwithftaiiding  the  afioniihing  exertions  which  had  been  made 
to  incrpafe  our  nayal  force,  pur  trade  remained  almoft  entire :  there? 
fotc,  let  it  not  be  faid  there  had  been  any  want  of  exertion  on  the 
part  of  the  noble  Lord  who  had  been  the  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admi* 
xalty.  There  was  another  thing  to  be  confidered,  which  tended  to 
prove  the  merit  of  our  nayal  exertions ;  he  would  a(k  the  Commit* 
tee  to  recollect  the  nature  of  thc^difiiculties  which  we  had  to  (faruggle 
with  in  procuring  men  for  the  navy  in  the  prefent  war  ;  we  all  know 
there  wa^  a  great  ardour  in  the  Public  for  the  fuccefs  of  thp  caufe  ii| 
which  we  were  engaged  ;  and  he  was  ready  to  confefs  there  were 
lione  who  partook  more  of  that  ardour  than  our  failors ;  but  it  muft 
be  allowed  alfo>  that  a  great  and  powerful  ftimulus  to  entering  into 
the  naval  (ervice,  and  which  operated  in  other  wars,  did  not  cxift 
in  this  I  he  meant  the  love  of  prize-money  ;  in  this  the  Englifh  fai- 
lor  had  often  been  fupported  by  die  hope  of  returning  to  his  wife 
•and  miifa-eft  whh  a  load  of  wealth,  and  uflder  that  idea  the  wife  or 
imftrefshad  often  conftpnted  to  bis  adventure,  ^ut  here,  there  was 
no  fuch  caufe  to  operate ;  for,  to  look  after  a  pri%e  from  the  French 
at  fea,  was  like  looking  for  a  pin  in  a  hay-ftack«  He  agreed  with 
die  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  there  had  been  an  interference 
with  theiXKinning  pf  the  n^vy,  by  recruiting  for  the  land  fervice ;  bpl 
if  the  manner  in  which  the  fervice  of  the  army  had  been  fiippOrted^ 
was  an  improper  one,  he  was  ready  to  take  his  (hare  of  the  refpon- 
fibility  which  ought  to  be  attached  to  it ;  if  there  was  a  crime,  he 
was  ready  to  plead  guilty  to  it ;  but  be  that  as  it  mig^t,  it  could 
•not  be  confidercd  as  any  fault  of  the  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 
It  might  be  made  a  channel  for  attacking  the  condu£t  of  the  Execu- 
^tive  Government  generally,  and  if  it  ihould, .  he  would  be  ready  to 
defend  it ;  but  it  could  not  be  brought  as  a  complaint  againft  thofe 
who  had  the  immediate  care  of  .our  naval  exertions:  What  was 
the  nature  of  our  fituation  with  regard  to  our  fleet  at  this  moment  ? 
It  had  been  iniinuated  that  we  had  many  fhips  which  we  could 
not  man,  and  that  we  were  at  a  lo(s  to  man  them.  God  forbid 
we  (hould  be  in  fuch  a  fituation.  He  ihould  not  now>  for  reafons 
which  muft  be  obvious,  detail  all  the  circumftances  in  this  parti- 
cular ;  but  if -he  were  to  do  fo,  he  was  confident  the  Houfe  would 
be  aftoniflied,  as  well  as  pleafed,  at  finding  the  fituation  of  our 
.fleet  at  diis  time,  and  the  force  which  we  had  ready  for  the  moment 
we  ihould  chufe  to  employ  them  ;  having  faid  this,  and  believing* 
«•  he  <ifd|  that  our  naval  force  was  at  this  veiy  moment  double  to 
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that  of  the  moft  cxa^xgcrated  account  of  the  enemy  ;  of  their  force, 
he  was  ready  to  admit,  that  the  naval  exertions  of  the  enemy  were 
fuch  as  to  aroufe  his  alarm,  but  God  forbid  it  (hould  create  our  fear. 
But  let  us  fee  how  wc  flood :  We  hjid  now  in  our  naval  fcrvxcc  near 
ninety  thoufand  men,  and  in  that  number,  by  no  means  the  pro- 
portion of  landfmcn  which  the  nature  of  the  fcrvice  wxis  capable  of 
admitting ;  therefore  wc  might  fpread  them  much  wider  over  our 
fleet,  and  fupply  by  landmen  the  number  of  failors  taken  out  of  the 
Ihips  to  which  they  now  belonged  ;  and  in  this  fituation  the  Conn- 
mittec  were  now  called  upon  to  add  fifteen  thouftind  feamen  to  the 
nayal  force.  He  looked  upon  this  as  the  moft  profpcrous  fituation 
this  countr)'  could  bp  in  ;  for  he  believed  that  one  hundred  thoufand 
men  had  never  before  this  been  at  one  time  in  the  naval  fenrke  of 
this  country.  And  whatever  mcafure  might  hereafter  be  nccelTarr 
for  the  continuance  of  the  naval  fuperiorlty  of  tliis  country,  he  trufied 
it  would  be  adopted  ;  for  he  trufted  that  whatever  difFcrence  fomc 
points  in  politics  might  create  in  that  Houfe,  there  yrzs  but  one  fen- 
timent  in  it  as  to  the  neccflity  of  fupporting  the  navy  ;  but  he  feared 
that  the  fertfier  augmentation  could  not  be  made  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  force  had  -been  already  rsifcd,  becaufe  failors  had  not  tht 
feme  inducement  to  enter  into  this,  as  thev  had  to  enter  into  other 
vars.  But  he  believed  the  paft  exertions  would  anfwer  all  the  pur- 
pofes  which  the  people  of  this  countr)'  could  defire.  But  he  (hould 
have  faid  fomething  on  a  point  which  had  efcaped  hirti ;  he  meant 
Ac  conrtrudlionof  our  (hips.  He  believed  there  was  fomt  truth  in 
Ae  affertion,  that  our  (hips,  in  point  of  conilrudion,  might  be  in- 
ferior to  the  enemy ;  but  he  had  no  doubt  that  in  every  thing  w^hich 
velated  to  the  workman(hip,  wc  were  much  ftiperlor ;  and  however 
paradoxical  the  thing  might  fcem,  he  would  afllgn  as  one  reafon  for 
tiicfupctiority  of  the  French  (hips  in  point  of  conftrudion,  it  was 
the  general  fuperiority  of  our  naval  force.  We  had  alvirays  art  idea 
that  we  could  fink  the  French  (hips  by  fighting  ;  and  he  would  dare 
to  fay,  that  if  the  gallant  Admiral  who  had  fpokcn  to-night,  and 
who  fat  to  much  at  his  eafe  now  in  the  Houfe,  and  who  had  ad- 
mitted the  fuperiority  of  the  con(trudion  of  (he  French  (hips,  was 
to  meet  one  of  them,  he  would,  with  her  foperiorit)'^,  undertake  t« 
blow  her  out  of  the  water,  if  (he  attempted  to  engage  with  him. 
There  was  another  reafon  for  this  fuperiority  of  cunftruftion  ;  it 
was  the  hatred  with  which,  in  this  country,  a  projector  was  held. 
The  moment  a  man,  however  ingenious  he  might  be,  faid  he  had 
any  projed^,  he  was  almoft  always  treated  as  a  madman  ;  by  this 
ve  fomctimcs  loft  fight  of  our  intereft  ;  for  although  but  few  pn>=» 
jedts  would  anfwer  to  the  fanguine  hopes  of  a  piojc<Sbr,  yet  oiSury 
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'might  have  merit  to  a  certain  extent ;  he  therefore  decHrcd  he 
(hould  be  ready  to  receive  fuggeftions  that  might  be  given  him,  and 
to  co-operate  with  their  authors,"  if  he  faw  any  profpcfl  of  any  im- 
provement to  our  naval  architcfture. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,.  he  certainly  agreed  with  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  that  there  was  hardly  any  dif*» 
fcrencc  of  opinion  in  the  Committee  as  to  the  propriety  of  fupport. 
ing  our  naval  fupcriority,  but  it  was  from  art  apprehcnfion  that  no 
fubftantial  good  would  arife  to  the  country  from  what  had  been  faid 
to-night,  unlefs  Miniiters  were  fpurred  on,  that  he  (hould  trouble 
the  Committee  von  riiis  fubjcd.  He  was  the  more  of  that  opinion", 
when  he  obfcrved  the  manner  in  which  the  right  honeurable  gentle- 
man had  conveyed  his  fentimcnts  to-night.  He  had  faid,  that  one 
of  the  reafons  for  the  fupcriority  of  the  enemy  in  the  conftrudion  of 
their  (hips,  arofe  from  the  contempt  in  which  projedtots  were  held 
in  -this  country  ;  if  that  was  the  cafe,  he  was  afraid  the  matter 
irjuld  be  neglcdlcd  ;  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  at  the 
Ume  he  admitted  the  fupcriority  of  the  enemy  in  one  refped,  and 
tne  defeftivenefs  of  the  conftru6lion  of  our  (hips,  conveyed  an  idea 
that  he  thought  our  (hips  altogether  as  good  as  they  need  be,  and 
this  when  he  knew  it  was  not  the  opinion  of  the  beft  naval  officers 
of  this  country.  He  had  obferved,  that  if  the  j'allanc  Admiral 
w^rc  to  meet  one  of  the  (hips  of  the  enemy,  he  would  undertake  to 
blow  it  out  of  the  water.  Mr.  Sheridan  had  no  doubt  of  the  cou- 
rage or  the  (kill  of  that  great  naval  Officer:  on  the  contrary,  he 
concurred  heartily  in  the  praife  which  had  been  fo  jurtly  beftowedi 
upon  him  ;  but  when  he  talked  of  blowing  the  enemy  out  of  the 
water,  there  was  one  thing  to  be  i.\imc  fird,  namely,  to  catch  them, 
ivhich  we  were  not  very  likely  to  ^o,  wi.ilc  they  could  fail  fafter 
than  us,  and  which  it  was  now  admitted  they  were  able  to  do.  Mr, 
Sheridan  faid  he  was  very  forry  to  fee  any  difpofition  to  treat  this 
matter  lightly,  and  he  widied  we  might  he^r  of  fomc  meafure  being 
taken  in  confcquencc  of  what  had  pafTcd  to-day,  although  he  con- 
feued  he  had  no  very  flattering  hope  of  any  great  good  hc\n'^  d<^ne. 
It  had  been  faid  by  an  honourable  Member  (Captain  Berkeley)  that 
(ingle  (hips  of  the  enemy  failed  better  than  ours,  but  that  tl»ey  did 
not  fail  better  in  a  body  :  he  did  not  pretend  to  have  much  know- 
ledge of  failing,  but  as  a  fleet  could  not  be  formed  but  by  a  collecl;  .>n 
of  (ingle  ftjipa,  he  did  not  fee  how  the  diftinclion  could  be  fupport- 
ed  by  rcafoning. — A  great  deal  had  been  faid  as  to  the  charackr  of 
the  (irft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty ;  fomc  had  expreffcd  i;idignatioix 
out  any  xloubt  (hould  have  been  exprclfed  of  the  adequate  abilities 
•f  rile  noble  Lord  i  others  had  faid  tlut  be  was  an  amiable  charac- 
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tcr.  1*0  the  firft  he  would  anfwcr  thit  he  cared  for  the  iiidignadort 
of  no  man,  when  he  was  doing  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  his 
duty  to  the  Public,  and  fpeakiitg  perhaps  the  voice  of  the  public. 
To  the  fecond  he  ^ould  fay,  that  it  was  riot  an  amiable  firft  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  we  wanted,  but  it  was  an  attentive,  z&xwc,  and 
Vigilant  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and  if  this  was  the  charader 
of  the  noble  Lord,  he  had  beeri  moft  ungratefully  treated  by  the 
Public,  and  (hamefiJlly  dcfcrtcd  by  his  colleagues,  and  in  that  fup-i 
pofition,  the  beft  thing  the  Houfc  could  do  was,  to  addrefs  Hii 
Majefty  to  difmifs  from  his  Councils  thofe  who  had  advifed  to  tarii 
out  of  fo  important  an  office,  a  nobleman  fo  well  qualified  to  fill 
it,  and  to  place  in  his  ftead  another,  who,  whatever  his  talents  mar 
be,  muft  go  through  an  apprenticefliip  in  the  fervlcc.  He  agreed 
with  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  in  one  thing, 
that  nothing  was  to  begot  by  this  war;  that  was  what  we  allknew^ 
^d  of  which  he  needed  not  to  have  reminded  us ;  but  when  he 
told  the  Houfe  the  difficulties  we  had  in  manning  our  riavy,  and 
the  credit  he  took  to  Government  for  having  fucceeded  ;  he  ought 
alfo  to  have  reminded  the  Committee  of  another  circumftande,  which 
tended  to  facilitate  our  manning*  the  navy — he  meant  that  of  our 
having  no  privateers.  With  regard  to  the  vote,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid, 
he  was  fo  far  from  objcftlng  to  it  on  account  of  its  being  too  lat^ge, 
that  he  thought  it  hardly  large  enough  ;  and,  in  confidering  this, 
we  were  not  to  confider,  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
done,  what  force  we  had  in  former  wars,  but  what  Was  the  ftrength 
of  the  enemy  in  this  ?  and,  upon  that  view,  he  was  fearful  the  vote 
now  propofcd  was  too  fmall ;  however,  he  (hould  be  ready  to  concur 
in  any  vote  that  might  be  ncceffary  hereafter,  in  fupport  of  our  navy, 
becaufc  he  depended  entirely  on  the  navy  in  this  war.  He  hinted 
alfo,  that  there  might  be  fomc  improvement  in  the  Marines.  Hav- 
ing faid  this,  he  proceeded  to  obferve,  that  he  had  fome  rcafon  10 
exult,  when  he  recollected  what  he  had  faid  at  the  time  of  his  giv- 
ing certain  information  to  the  Houfe,  and  when  he  recolledled  how 
he  had  been  anfwcred  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  on  the 
other  fide.  He  had  made  an  aflertion,  with  regard  to  the  fituation 
of  Halifax  laft  year  that  was  flatly  denied  by  the  Secretary  of  State: 
it  turned  out,  however,  that  he  (Mr.  Sheridan)  was  right.  He 
had  read  a  paper,  which  he  faid  was  the  fpccch  of  Lord  Dordicftcr 
to  the  Indians  of  North  America:  the  Secretary  of  State  called  it 
a  forgery ;  but  it  turned  out  to  be  authentic.  He  had  allcdged,  the 
other  night,  that  a  Company  of  merchants  had  agreed  to  invite  Hi^ 
Majefty's  Miniftcrs,  but  that  Lord  Chatham  was  exprcfsly  exclud- 
ed I  and  the  reafon  alledgcd  for  that  mark  of  difrefpeA  Wa^,  "tdit 
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he  had  not  taken  care  to  protcdl  the  trade  and  commerce »Qf  thid 
country:  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fcemed  to  diffcnt  from 
that  afiertion:  he  wifhed  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  in- 
form the  Committee  now,  whether  the  affertion  was  true  or  falfe? 
Thcfc  things  he  mentioned  merely  becaufe  he  challenged  inquiry 
into  evezy  thing  he  faid  in  that  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  wifhed  to  correft  Mr.  Sheridan's  ftate- 
ment  of  the  invitations  to  the  public  dinner  alluded  to.  For  fome 
time  paft,  he  could  only  chaise  his  memory  with  one  inftance  of  a 
public  dinner  to  which  His  Majefty's  Minifters  were  invited.  The 
invitation  was  not,  as  had  been  aiTerted  by  the  honourable  Member, 
of  a  general  nature.  On  the  contrary,  it  appeared  rather  particu- 
lar; for,  according  to  the  beft  of  his  recollcdlion,  only  four  of  His 
Majedy's  Minifters  were  invited  on  the  occafion ;  and  if  his  nobk 
relation  happened  to  be  among  the  number  that  had  no  card  of  in- 
vitation, it  was  fomcwhat  unfair  to  attribute  the  accidental  omtflTion 
to  a  marked  difapprobation  of  his  public  conduct.  I  have  no  defire^ 
continued  Mr.  Pitt,  to  fay  any  thing  in  vindication  of  the  late 
Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  ;  becaufe,  however  near  and  dear  fuch 
a  charaftor  muft  always  be  to  me,  any  obfervation  on  my  part  would 
rather  tend  to  weaken  than  to  ftrengthen  thejiift  ftatementand  ho-- 
Bouiable  panegyric  of  my  right  honourable  friend,  (Mr.  Dundas)^ 
I  acknowledge,  that  the  late  exertions  of  the  enemy  have  been  cx^ 
tnKxdinary  indeed ;  but  do  thefe  exertions  prove  diat  they  will  be 
of  long  duration?  No.  They  only  prove,  that  they  are  rapidly 
approactung  towards  a  ftate  of  imbecility — ^that  their  refources  will 
be  fi»n  exhauftcd.  They  are  the  confequences  of  unparalleled  and 
unprecedented  violence.  Can  any  man  for  a  moment  believe,  that 
tinok  exertions,  founded  on  artificial  finance  and  barbarous  extortion, 
will  continue  to  operate  with  that  vigour  and  cfFc£t  which  a  juft 
cauie  and  a  permanent  fyftem  are  calculated  to  enforce  ?  From  ouiT 
fyflem  of  warfare,  we  may  expefl  fuccefs ;  that  of  the  French  con- 
tuns  in  itfelf  the  feeds  of  diifolution. 

Mr.  Alderman  CURTIS  would  not  fay  any  thing  of  the  late 
Firfl  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  but  unqueftionably  much  of  our  trade 
had  fuflexed  for  want  of  protection. 

Admiral  GARDINER  vindicated  the  Admiralty.  He  thought 
the  inattention  attributed  to  the  Board  was  ill  founded.  For  the 
M  four  or  five  months  he  had  been  employed  at  fea,  therefore  it 
could  not  be  fuppofed  that  he  was  fufficicntly  acquainted  tvlth  all 
its  tnmfadions  in  his  abfcnce.  To  the  charges,  however,  made 
9pixA  them  tefycSdtig  the  French  fleet,  which  had  anno)xd  our 
oofb  and  captured  feme  of  our  veffels,  he  could,  without  fear  of 
Vot.  XL.  B  b 
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contradidlion,  affirm,  that  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  on  Aat  oc- 
cafion,  dcfervcd  tmore  praife  than  cenfure;  bccaufe  diejr  were  no 
fooner  apprifed  of  the  fa<^ls  than  they  difpatched  a  fquadron  fupeiior 
to  that  of  the  enemy,  which  exertion,  he  was  happy  to  fay,  had  its 
wiflicd-for  efFeS. 

General  TARLETON  thought  that  this  was  an  improper  time 
for  levity  on  the  part  of  the  Miniflry,  who  had  involved  this  coun- 
try in  its  prcfcnt  deplorable  ftate.  The  fubjeft  of  difcuffion  was  one 
of  the  mod  important  which  had  ever  engaged  the  Houfe.  Admit- 
ting all  the  praife  which  the  gallantry  of  our  officers  and  feamcn  dc- 
ferved  for  their  manly  exertions  on  the  glorious  firft  of  Jane,  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  had  not  yet  acquired,  on  their  part,  a  triumph. 
If  we  were  anxious  for  the  eSedls  of  their  wonderful  exertions  and 
official  capacit)',  wc  might  be  amply  fatisfied  by  the  mercantile  loffcs 
recorded  in  Lloyd's  lift,  which  numerous  and  lamentable  catalogue 
was  attributable  only  to  the  fupincnefs  of  the  Lords  of  die  Admindty. 
His  aftonifhment,  however,  was  not  excited  by  thefe  fads ;  be- 
caufe  His  Maje%*s  Miniftcrs  had  rendered  themfelves  notorious  for 
a  total  ignorance  of  all  maritime  intelligei;ice.  Mr.  Dundas  nught, 
in  the  moments  of  jocularity,  afFedt  a  jof ,  that,  in  the  profecution 
of  this  war,  neither  wife  nor  miftrefs  lamented  the  abfence  of  a  huf- 
band  or  a  lover ;  but  the  General  confeflcd,  that  his  mind  was  oc- 
cupied  with  ideas  more  folid  and  beneficial  to  his  country.  The 
exertions  of  the  French,  in  the  prcfent  ftniggle,  were  unbounded. 
Not  fatisfied  with  vanquifhing  their  adive  opponents,  they  endea- 
voured to  conciliate  the  affeflions  of  their  fallen  fdes.  Ever  fince 
the  death  of  Roberfpierrc,  all  reftraint,  all  guard,  had  been  withdrawn 
from  the  BritiHi  officers  and  feamen  who  became  prifoners ;  and  he 
was  afraid,  notwithftanding  the  virtue  and  patriotifm  of  thefc  men, 
who  had  flood  forward  gallantly  in  the  caufe  of  their  King  and 
country,  that  many  of  them  would  be  tempted  to  enter  into  the 
French  fervice— nay,  that  fomc  had  already,  in  junflion  with  Ame- 
rican failors,  aftually  done  fo.  The  General,  after  recommending 
a  fiuther  augmentation  of  the  feamen  for  the  feivices  of  the  year, 
concluded  with  ridiculing  the  acquifition  of  Corfica,  which  had 
been  fo  much  boafled  of  by  Miniftry,  and  which  acquifition  wodd 
never  indemnify  us  for  the  facrifice  of  our  brave  f«ldiers  and  fea- 
men.   ' 

Alderman  ANDERSON  tcftified,  that  whatever  blame  might 
be  attributed  to  the  Admiralty  for  inattention  to  convoys,  he  was 
fully  pcrfuadcd  that  the  Irifh  and  Baltic  commerce  had  been  foffi- 
ciently  prote<i\cd.  He  agreed  that  many  loffes  appeared  on  Lloyd  s 
iifl ;  but  he  vnihcd  to  know  if  the  merchants  who.  bad  fufieicd  it 
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thcfe  inftances  had  applied  fori»nvoys.— -He  was  verf  apt  to  dilnk^ 
that  the  captures  alluded  to  had  arifen  from  the  rafhncfs  of  the 
merchants,  who  would  not  wait  for  convoys ;  and  when  he  reflected 
on  thefe  fcrioiis  lodes,  he  wiflied  for  a  law,  prohibiting  the  failing 
of  traders  in  time  of  war  without  convoy. 

Mr.  BRANDLING  believed,  that  in  fomc  inftances  the  trade 
had  not  been  fufBciently  protected  ;  and  was  fully  pcrfuaded  that  on 
the  fbcngth  of  the  navy  depended  the  very  exiftence  of  this  country ; 
he  eameftly  recommended  its  augmentation  to  the  Lords  of  die 
Admiralty. 

SirHICHARD  HILL  juffified  the  conduftof  4he  Admiralty, 
and  aifigned,  as  a  reafon  for  our  not  capturing  many  veflfels,  the 
poverty  of  our  enemy  in  commerce,  and  our  not  being  at  war  with 
Portugal  or  Spain.  All  the  (hips  formerly  employed  in  trade,  by 
France,  were  now  converted  into  privateers,  which  pop  out  of  the 
ports,  and  inftantly  feize  every  (hip  they  can.  But,  notwithiland- 
ing,  he  could  not  impute  any  blame  to  the  Admiralty,  and  (hould 
heartily  vote  for  the  fupply. 

Mr.  DAVID  SCOTT  faid,  that  the  Eaft  India  and  the  Weft 
India,  as  well  as  our  coafting  trade,  and  all  others  who  viraited  pro* 
pcrly  for  convoy,  had  been  fully  protedcd  by  the  Admiralty. 

Mr.  M,  MONTAGU  defended  the  conduft  of  the  Admiralty, 
on  the  groimd  of  our  commerce  being  fo  extenflve,  that  it  was  fm- 
poflible  to  piDtedt  it  in  every  point.  The  naval  campaign,  how* 
ever,  had  been  one  of  the  mod  brilliant  in  the  annals  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  faid,  he  had  converted  with  the  matters  of 
ifaips  taken,  who  aflured  him,  they  had  fecn  30  Englifh  prizes 
together  in  a  French  port.«»He  was  alfo  informed,  that  the  French 
had  fcnt  all  over  the  country  where  timber  was  to  be  found,  mo- 
dels of  the  feveral  parts  and  individual  timbers  of  fhips  of  the  line» 
by  which  the  people  were  intruded  to  cut  down  and  hew  out  in 
the  rough,  the  feveral  parts,  which  were  afterwards  finiihed  and 
put  together  in  the  dock-yards,  fo  that  in  the  courfe  of  a  very  little 
time  they  would  be  able  to  launch  fixty  new  fhips.  Thefe,  they 
were  aware,  being  made  of  unfeafoned  timber,  would  not  lad  long^ 
but  the  number,  not  the  durability,  was  their  prefent  obje£t. 
Thinking,  therefore,  that  every  pofiible  effort  ought  to  be  made  in 
die  naval  department  of  this  country,  he  fhould  vote  for  100,000 
feunen,  as  he  would  have  voted  with  great  pleafure  for  150,000. 
Money  laid  out  on  our  navy  would  be  much  better  employed,  than 
money  given  to  the  Emperor,  perhaps  to  betray  us.  With  refpedt 
to  the  latp  Flrft  Z^ord  of  the  Admiialty,  Mr.  Lambton  very  can^ 

■  Bb  a 
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didly  admitted  him  to  be  not  only  an  amiatie,  but  an  able  and  fen- 
fible  mani  and  his  retreat  he  believed  to  proceed  from  his  own 
conviSion  of  the  unpopularity  v^hich  awaited  on  Ms  fituation. 

A  Member,  whofe  name  we  could  not  difiin6Hy  hear,  reoom* 
mended  a  College,  with  a  Board,  &c.  for  the  improvement  of  Na« 
A^ai  Architedture.  It  was  thps,  he  obferved,  the  Romans  acqinred 
a  maridme  as  well  as  a  military  reputation.  By  what  he  undeiftood, 
when  on  board  the  French  captures  at  Spithead,  firom  fome  a^c^ 
rienced  officers  there,  they  had  a  greater  breadth  of  beam»  and  wene 
confequently  enabled  to  fupport  a  greater  ftrefs  of  fail.  Our  upper 
decks  fall  home,  as  the  technical  phrafc  is,  with  a  great  pre&  of 
fail,  for  want  of  this  breadth  of  beam.  There  is  a  {hip  building 
at  Chatham,  in  which  it  is  expe6led  this  defe£t  will  be  fcmedied. 
Still,  however,  he  wifhed,  as  the  Parliament  had  inftituted  a  Board 
of  Agriculture,  they  would  alfo  inftitute  one  of  Naval  ArdiitcAure. 

Admiral  GARDINER  ftated,  that  in  the  courTe  of  the  year 
I794>  i^S  convoys  had  been  applied  for  to  the  Admiialty  ^cozd, 
and  granted,  and  1 40  (hips  were  employed  in  that  fervice,  befides 
15  ftiips  and  veffels  in  the.coafHng  trade  excluiively.  He  ihould 
not  have  intruded  again,  he  faid,  upon  the  patience  of  the  Houie, 
but  to  ftate  fads. 

Mr.  YORKE  exprefled  his  fatis&£tion  at  the  unanimity  wfaidi 
prevailed  for  the  incrcafe  of  the  navy ;  and  in  regard  to  what  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  had  obferved,  he  exclaimed, 

0  Ji Jic  omnia! 

He  acknowledged  his  rcfpe<ft  for  Lord  Chatham,  but  oonfofled  the 
attention  to  the  navy  had  not  been  fo  complete  as  it  ou^t  to  have 
been,  although  he  was  ignorant  where  me  blame  attached.  He 
conceived  the  Captains  of  His  Majedy's  fhips  had  not  been  fuffi- 
cSently  dih'gent,  and  imagined  an  ad  of  Parliament  ou^t  to  be 
paiTed,  fomething  like  a  code  of  naval  laws,  to  prevent  that  enter- 
prife  and  fpirit  in  the  merchants,  of  Hiking  their  veffels  widwot 
convoy.  He  had  heard  that  a  noble  Lord,  during  the  laft  war, 
had  a  fimilar  plan  in  contemplation,  and  why  he  dropped  it  was  not 
known — For  the  other  part  of  his  obfervatk>n5,  he  wifhed  fixne 
inquiry  to  be  made  into  die  conduA  of  His  Majcily*s  officers,  dat 
if  there  did  exift  any  negligence,  fome  fteps  might  be  taken  to 
ptwtnt  it. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  in  anfwer  to  a  queftion  afked  in  the 
fAMiife  of  the  converfation,  that  the  mark  of  diifatisfaAion  with  the 
eonduft  of  the  late  Fiift  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  he  alluded  to,  was, 
his  not  being  invited  to  the  diimer  given  by  the  American  mcr- 
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chants  to  Mr«  Jay,  the  Miniller  Flenipotentiaiy  from  die  United 


Mx.  ROLLE  fiiid,  that  he  ihould  vote  for  the  xefoludon,  aa  he 
convinced  diat  every  exertion  in  the  naval  department  was  now- 
abfidutely  neceflaiy.  He  paid  fome  commendation  to  the  late  Firft 
Losd  of  the  Admiralty,  to  whom,  he  iaid,  that  he  had  never  ap- 
|4ied,  at  the  defire  of  his  oonftituents,  for  a  convoy,  without  iti 
being  immediately  granted; 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  faid,  the  difcuflion  was  produaive  of 
much  good.  He  recommended  attention  to  the  growth  and  manage* 
ment  of  timber  for  the  Royal  Navy,  which  the  Boardx>f  Agriculture 
was  very  well  cafcuhtod  to  promote. 

The  Houfe  was  refumed,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received 
to-morrow. 

In  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  pafled  the  ufual  refolii- 
lions  refpedling  the  Land  and  Malt  Taxes. 

Ordered^  that  the  report  be  received  to-morrow* 

Thurfiay,  %tb  Januarf. 

The  Reportof  dw  Committee  of  Supply,  by  which  one  hundrodt 
thodand  men  are  voted  for  the  fea-ferviee  for  thirteen  months,  at 
five  pounds  a  month  per  man,  &c.  being  brought  up,  the  refolu* 
cion  was  read  a  firft  and  fecond  time,  and  agreed  to  nrifi*  cm. 

» 

Friday^  gth  yanuar/n 

Lord  STOPFORD  reported  that  His  Majefty  had  pven  dircc- 
dons  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houiic  the  various  documents 
ipeciiied  in  the  AddreiTes. 

Mr.  ROSE  obferved,  that  with  regard  to  the  Land  Tax  bill,  it 
contained  an  exception  in  favour  of  thofe  officers  of  the  navy,  and 
of  the  widows  of  fuch  officers  to  whom  His  Majefty  had  been 
I^eafed  to  grant  penlions :  the  anK>unt  of  the  fum  to  be  dius  allowed 
to  them  was  ten  or  twelve  hundred  pounds  a  year ;  and  a  lift  of 
the  names  would  appear  with  the  fums,  in  the  papers  on  the  table^ 

Nf  r.  Rofe  then  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  an 
^ksoount  of  the  nett  produce  of  all  the  taxes  ending  on  the  5tb  of 
January^  I795«     Ordered. 

Monday  J   1 1th  yanuary* 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  gave  notice,  that  on  Thuit 
day  next  he  (hould  move  for  a  continuation  of  the  Sufpenfion  of  the 
Ifabeas  Corpus  A^  of  laft  feflion. 


I9«  PARLIAMENTARY  A,  1795. 

Tuefdayy   1 3/A  yanuarj. 

The  Houfcy  In  a  Committee^  went  through  die  Land  Tax  bill ; 
in  which  an  amendment  was  made,  to  take  ofFthe  tax  on  the  pen- 
Sons  of  naval'ofRcers,  &c. 

Mr.  BERKELEY  prefented  an  eftimate  of  the  expenccs  of  the 
Office  of  Ordnance  for  the  year  1795. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  received 
fiom  Sir  Charles  Grey,  and  Sir  John  Jervis,  Knights  of  the  moft 
lK>no)irabIe  Order  of  die  Bath,  the  following  letters^  in  return  to 
die  thanks  of  this  Houfe,  (igniBed  to  them  by  Mr,  Speaker,  in  obe- 
dience to  their  commands  of  the  20th  day  of  May,  in  the  laft  fcf* 
Son  of  Parliament* 

SIK,  Martinique ^  Novemher  the  iM^  1794* 

By  the  Queen  Charlotte  packet,  arrived  this  day,  I  received  the  ho- 
nour of  your  letter  of  the  2 1  ft  of  May  laft,  with  the  votes  of  thanks  from 
the  Houfc  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain  to  me,  and  the  army  under  my 
command. 

We  feel  this  flattering  teftimonial  of  the  public  approbadon  of  our 
^nduft^  and  the  polite  terms  of  your  letter,  oir,  by  which  it  is  commu- 
nicated, as  the  maH  eminent  favour,  and  are  thereby  impreiled  wid)  the 
warmeii  and  moft  lively  fenfe  of  gratitude. 

I  luve  the  honour  to  be,  ^ith  the  greatcft  refpedt, 

Sir,  your  mod  obedient  and  humble  fervant, 

CHARLES  GREY, 

P.  S.  A  note  from  Mr.  King,  Deputy  Secretary  of  State,  acquaints 
me  that  your  letter,  with  thofe  refolutions,  has  been  fo  long  detained 
there,  in  the  expectation  of  my  arrival  in  England* 

f7je  Right  HoMurahle  //.  Addington^ 
Sfeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  Sec.  ice.  flee. 

SIR, 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Qneen  Charlotte  packet,  I  am  this  day  honoured 
ivitb  your  letter,  dated  the  21ft  of  May,  tranfmitting  the  refolutions  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  fo  flattering  tg  myfelf,  and  to  the  officers,  fea^ 
inen,  and  marines,  it  was  my  good  tortune  to  command  during  the  late 
operations  in  thefe  feas  ;  I  (hall  lofe  no  time  in  communicating  them  to 
Kear  Admiral  Thompfoo,  and  to  the  Captains,  officers^  Teamen,  and 
marines,  who  remain  on  the  Leeward- 1 fland  Hatioa. 

No  language  I  am  mafter  of  can  exprefs  my  gratitude  upon  this  occa- 
fion';  and  I  requ^ft  you  will  do  me  the  honour  to  convey  the  fame  tor 
the  Houfe  in  the  fuUeft  manner.^ 

The  very  elegant  terms  in  which  you.  Sir,  have  been  pleafed  to  com« 
municate  thefe  refolutioiis,  claim  my  war^neft  thanks ;  and  I  have  the  ho» 
nour  to  be,  with  the  greateft  refpea. 

Sir,  your  moft  obedient  and  mofl  humble  fervant, 

J.  JERVIS, 

Boyne,  St.  Pierre,  Martinique,  26th  Nov.  1794. 

*  • 

fli  Right  Honourahk  Henry  Addington^  isfc  (sfc.  fsfc. 
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/      Wednejdajy    I  /^h  ymuarj. 

On  reading  the  claufe  in  favour  of  ofiicers  and  their  widows^  in 
the  Land  Tax  bill,  a  (hort  converfation  took  place  between  Mr. 
Alderman  Curtis,  Mr.  Alderman  Andcrfon,  and  Mr.  Rofe.  The 
worthy  Magiifarates  dated,  that  their  conftituents,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Tower  diftridt,  would  be  taxed  about  900L  a  year  more  than 
they  formerly  were ;  they  approve  of  the  principle  of  the  claufe^ 
provided  it  was  borne  by  the  public  at  large.  Mr.  Rofe  obferved^ 
that  if  the  claufe  was  to  be  abandoned,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Tower 
diftxi^  would  not  be  in  the  lead  benefited,  for  that  the  du^  oa 
penfions  by  way  of  land-tax,  were  payable  at  the  place  where  the 
penfions  were  to  be  received,  which  was  not  now  in  the  diftri^  of 
the  Tower,  but  at  Somerfet  Houfe,  in  the  dutchy  of  Lancafter.— 
This  converfation  ended  in  an  underdanding,  that  Mr.  Rofe  (hould 
concur,  as  a  Member  of  Parliament,  in  ibme  meafure  that  may  be 
brought  forward  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Tower 
diffaid  next  year. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engiofled,  and  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow,  if  then  engroffed. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  brought  up  an  account  of  fi^e«a 
troops  in  the  fervice  of  Great  Britain  for  the  lafl  year.  Ordered  l» 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Thurfdayy    I  ^th  January, 

Mr.  HUSSEY  expreflfed  a  wifh,  that  Ae  Chancellor  of  die 
Exchequer  might  inform  the  Houfe  whcdier  the  fubje<3  of  the  loan 
to  the  Emperor  was  to  be  brought  forward  before  the  budget ;  he 
thought  it  would  be  difgraceful  to  the  Houfe  to  pafs  by  that  fubjeA 
without  a  full  invefligation ;  and  he  thought  a  feparate  one  would 
be  the  beft. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obfcrved,  that  the  honourable  member 
might  perhaps  not  have  been  in  the  Houfe  Vhen  he  had  (aid  a  few 
words  on  a  former  night  on  that  fubjed.  He  had  then  ftatcd,  that 
the  Imperial  loan  and  the  budget  were  fo  blended^  that  he  could 
hardly  fqnrate  them  in  what  he  fhould  have  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe. 
He  had  thought  of  the  matter  a  good  deal  iince.  He  had  as  great 
a  defire  as  any  other  Member  of  the  Houfe  could  have  that  the  fub- 
jed  ihould  be  fully  difcuffed ;  and  he  hoped  an  opportunity  would 
offer  for  that  purpofe.  He  wifhcd  the  queflion,  whether  it  was  pro- 
jJcr,  under  all  the  prefcnt  circumflances,  that  the  propofed  pecuniary 
aid  fipom  this  country  fhould  be  granted  to  the  Emperar,  for  his 
military  ailiibnce  in  the  couxfe  of  the  common  caufe,  fliould  be 
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• 

ypuch  importance  as  the  prefent,  he  enpeAed  to  hear  fome  reafon 
afligncd  for  the  meafure  now  propofed.  He  could  never  confent  to 
depriving  Engliflimen  of  rights  fo  dear  to  them,  on  grounds  fo  equi- 
vocal as  thofe  on  which  the  Habeas  Oorpus  a£l  had  been  fufpended 
laft  year ;  he  expedlcd  to  hear  of  fome  new  plots  and  confpiracics, 
but  to  find  the  fame  attempt  made  upon  the  old  pretext  really  afto- 
ni(hed  him ;  and  ftill  the  more  fo  when  he  rcfledted  on  the  late  trials, 
and  the  evidence  given  on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  as  well  as  various 
other  circumftances  which  were  frefh  in  the  recolledion  of  us  all  : 
he  would  repeat,  that  in  fuch  a  cafe  as  the  prefent,  he  was  aftonilhed 
that  an  attempt  (hould  be  made  to  fufpcnd  the  provifions  of  an  aA 
fo  dear  to  Engli(hmen« 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  faid,  that  as  the  Houfc  had 
already  determined  that  the  original  ground  was  fufHcient  for  fufpend- 
ing  the  Habeas  Corpus  ad,  he  conceived  that  to  aflign  any  new 
ground  was  perfcdlly  unneceiTary.  ^ 

Mr,  FRANCIS  faid,  that  if  the  ground  on  which  the  Habeas 
Corpus  zA  had  been  fufpended  laft  year  was  fufHcient,  very  ftrong 
ground  bad  appeared  fince,  not  for  continuing  the  fufpenfion,  but 
for  removing  It.  This  new  ground  arofe  out  of  the  late  trials ;  out 
of  the  cafes  of  thofe  who  had  been  treated  as  criminals,  and  had 
fufFered  long,  arbitrary,  and  harih  confinement,  lliefe  peribns 
had  been  tried  and  acquitted ;  and  whatever  fome  perfons  nnighc 
fay,  he  would  venture  to  aiTert,  that  by  their  acquittal  a  negative 
was  put  on  all  ideas  of  plots,  on  whicli  the  a£l  of  Parliament  had 
been  fufpended.  And  now  an  attempt  was  made  to  continue  the 
fame  reftraint,  as  that  to  which  we  had  been  before  fubjeAed,  and 
to  leave  the  liberties  of  us  all  at  the  will  of  the  Crown. — Where, 
be  would  aflc,  was  the  new  confpiracy  ?  or  who  were  the  new  con- 
fpirators  ?  He  would  maintain  that  diere  was  not  the  (hadow  of  a 
juftification  for  preparing  to  offer  this  infult  to  the  honour  of  this 
country,  a  thing  which  Minifters  had  often  done,  and  in  which 
they  feemed  ftill  determined  to  perfift. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  denied  there  havii\g  been  any  arbitrary 
or  harfh  confinement  in  the  cafes  of  the  perfops  who  had  been 
fried  for  high  treafon ;  they  had  not,  he  faid,  been  confined  for 
one  hour  longer  than  by  law  thqy  muft  have  been  if  the  aft  for  the 
fufpcnfiQn  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  had  never  pa  (Ted.  Thefe  per- 
fons had  no  right  to  complain,  for  the  Grand  Jury  had  decided  by 
finding  the  bill,  that  there  was  probable  caufc  for  fuppofing  they 
were  guilty.  They  had  fuflered  no  punifhment  at  all,  and  they 
had  fufFered  no  confinement  to  which  they  were  not  liable  in  the 
dup  wurfc  of  law,.    With  fcfpcil  to  any  new  circuroftances  in  the 
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ca(b  of  a  confpiracjr,  this  was  not  the  dsiy  oil  which  that  topic  wsCs 
to  be  difcuiTed. 

Ntr.  FRANCIS  dbferved,  by  Way  of  explanation,  that  he  con- 
fidered  the  cafes  of  thefc'perfons  acquitted,  as  very  hard  cafes ;  he 
meant  exprefsly  to  fay,  that  they  had  fuftained  unjuft  penalties. 
Gentlemen,  on  the  other  fide,  faid,  that  imprifonmeht,^  fuch  as 
thcfe  perfons  fufFcred,  Was  no  punilhmcnt  at  all.  He  truiled  in 
God,  a  day  Would  Come  whcii  they  thcmfelves  Would  experience 
whether  it  was  to  be  regarded  as  a  puniflimcnt  or  not.      • 

Mr.  GREY  fupported  the  propriety  of  the  obfervations  of  Mr. 
Francis,  on  the  hardfhips  of  the  perfons  who  had  been  tried  for  high 
treafon.  He  doubted  the  truth  of  the  obfervation  of  a  learned  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Anftruther),  that  the  perfons  accufed  had  fuffered  nd 
more  than  if  the  aft  for  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus  had  never 
faffed ;  he  underftood,  on  th€  contrary^  that  if  that  aft  had  not 
pafled,  they  would  have  been  entitled  to  their  trials  at  the  next  af- 
lizes.  However,  tried  at  laft  they  were,  and  honourably  to  them-* 
felves,  and  happily  for  this  country,  they  were  acquitted.  He 
thoi^ht  it  fomething  ominous  that  the  further  fufpenfion  of  the  Hit* 
beas  Corpus  aft  was  to  be  fo  much  a  matter  of  courfe  in  that  Houfe, 
that  they  were  not  even  to  have  a  full  attendance  on  it.  He  agreed 
with  thofe  who  thought  that  (bong  grounds  of  neceflity  indeed  fhould 
be  laid,  before  Engliftimen  (hould  lofe  the  dqareft  rights  they  ever 
enjoyed.  This  was  a  cafe  of  too  important  a  nature  to  be  paiTed  by 
in  any  (lage  of  it,  and  therefore  he  mufl  perfift  in  taking  the  fenfe 
of  the  Houfe  upon  it. 

Mr.  Serjeant  WATSON  explained  the  operation  of  law,  irt 
cafes  of  high  treafon,  to  be,  that  ifanyperfon  accufed  of  that  crime^ 
be  not  brought  to  his  trial  at  the  focond  aflizes,  heihall  be  difcharged  ; 
and,  therefore,  he  maintained,  that  the  perfons  whofe  cafes  had 
been  taken  notice  of  to-night,  had  been  tried  as  early  as  by  law  they 
would  have  been  entitled  to  be  tried,  if  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft  had 
not  been  fufpended. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  thought  it  neceffarjr  that  the  fenfe  of  the 
Houfe  fhould  be  taken  on  this  occafion,  and  this  in  his  opinion,  the 
iituadon  of  the  cafe  itfelf  demanded.  If  he  had  approved  kft  y«tr 
of  the  ground  on  i^hich  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft  had  been  fufpended, 
dien  the  only  queftion  would  be  whether  the  fame  ground  remained, 
fo  that  the  fufpenfion  ought  to  be  continued ;  and  even  upon  that 
way  of  putting  the  queftion,  he  found  himfelf  bound  to  vote  againfl 
the  meafurc  now,  for  the  very  ground  on  which  the  whole  was* 
founded,  had  been  entirely  taken  away.  But  judging,  as  he  did, 
that  there  nercr  was  a  ground  for  the  fufpenfion,  he  had  an  additi- 

Celt 
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oful  reafon  for  voting  againft  tliis  mesfure.  It  had  been  aflotcd, 
that  not  one  pcrfon  had  been  detained  in  ^jMon  for  one  hour  long^ 
than  if  this  adt  had  not  paflTed  into  a  law :  that  was  another  reafon  ' 
for  his  being  of  opinion  that  there  exifted  no  good  reafon  for  fufpend- 
ing  the  Habeas  Corpus  act ;  for  if  the  very  perfons  allcdged  to  be 
the  moA  forward  in  die  confpiracy,  on  account  of  which  the  ad  of 
Parliament  was  paflcfly  were  no  longer  detained  in  prifon,  than  if 
the  aft  had  never  been  paffcd,  it  was  pretty  clear  it  was  unncceflfary 
to  pafs  it ;  of  the  truth  of  this  Mintfters  feemed  thcmfelvcs  to  be 
awarcy  for  the  laft  pcrfon  who  was  to  have  been  tried,  had  a  flew 
days  ago  been  liberated  ;  he  alluded  to  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Martin. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  was  proceeding  to  fpeak^  but  he  was 
called  to  order  by  the  Speaker. 

The  Houfc  divided  ; 

For  the  motion,  71  ;  Againft  it,  13.     Majorhy  58, 

Friday  J   1 6sh  January. 

Mr.  WINDHAM,  the  Secretary  at  War,  ftated,  diat  as  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  War  Department  (Mr.  Dundas)  vv-as  un- 
avoidably abfcnt,  it  might  be  proper  to  put  off  the  difcuilion  of  the 
army  cftimatcs  till  a  future  day.  He  propofed,  therefore,  to  move 
them  in  the  Committee  of  Supply  on  Wedncfday  next- 
General  TARLETON  faid,  that  in  the  prcfcnt  alarming  fitu- 
atxon  of  the  army  on  the  Continent,  and  the  critical  ftate  of  affairs 
at  home,  it  would  be  a  proper  mark  of  the  dHligence  of  the  Houfc 
to  fit  to-morrow,  and  either  then  or  on  Monday,  the  honoumhle 
gentleman  might  take-  an  opportunity  to  bring  forward  the  army  cffi- 
mates,  which  would  fo  far  tend  t6  quiet  the  public  mind. 

The  SPEAKER  ftated,  that  the  days  for  the  Committee  of  Sup- 
ply, in  which  the  cftimatcs  muft  be  brought  forward,  were  Monday, 
Wednefday,  and  Friday.  He  fuppofed  that  the  Houfo  at  rifii^ 
would  adjourn  over  Monday*  The  honourable  Member  was,  how- 
ever, competent  to  move,  though  not  confiftent  with  tlie  ufual  prac- 
tice, that  the  Houfe  might  fit  in  a  Committee  of  Supply  to-morrow. 
It  Mas  underftood  that  the  army  cftimatcs  (hould  be  dc^rred  tiU 
Wednefday. 

The  Sheriffs  of  the.  City  of  London  attended  at  the  Bar,  with  a 
petition  from  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons,  in  Com- 
mon Council  aflfembled,  ftating  that  the  avenues  leading  to  Temple 
Bar  were  narrow  and  incommodious.  The  petition  was  brought 
up,  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  feleft  Committee. 

Mr.  SHERl  DAN  obfcrved,  that  though  the  Secretary  of  State 
.for  the  War  Department  was  abfent,  yet  39  the  Secretaij  at  War 
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was  in  his  {dace,  he  wiihed  tp  aik  him  a  queftion.  He  cpnlidered 
diat  in  the  prefent  calamitous  (ituation  of  affiurs,  the  Public  had  a 
great  right  to  complain  of  the  want  of  early  and  authentic  intelligence, 
with  rcfped  to  the  events  paiTing  in  Holland.  No  Gazette  had  ap« 
peared  to  announce  the  particulars  of  v^hat  had  lately  happened  in 
that  quarter.  This  he  confidercd  as  a  very  unpardonable  ne^G& 
mth  refpe£t  to  the  Public,  at  a  period  when  affairs  wore  fo  alarming 
an  afpet^y  and  fo  particularly  diflrefTmg  to  the  individuals  who  had 
relatives  with  the  army,  and  were  thus  left  in  a  ftatc  of  the  moft 
painful  anxiety  and  fufpenfe  with  refpeft  to  their  fate. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  tiiat  he  could  fcarccly  conceive  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  be  fcrious  in  the  remark  which  he  had  noW 
brought  forward.  What  intereft  could  he  poflibly  conceive  Mini- 
ficrs  to  have  in  keeping  from  the  Public  the  knowledge  of  any  difafter 
for  a  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours,  whatever  regret  they  might  feel 
upon  the  occadon.  The  fad,  however,  was,  that  a  Gazette  had 
been  fomc  time  in  preparation,  and  was  now,  he  believed,  printed 
off;  and,  had  the  honourable  gentleman  gone  home,  he  would 
have  found  the  anfwcr  to  his  queftion  in  a  copy  of  the  Gazette  upon 
his  table. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  he  found  it  difHcult  to  account  how 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  (hould  conceive  him  to  be  otlierwife 
than  fcrious  In  the  difaftrous  (ituation  of  affairs,  into  which  the 
country  had  been  brought  by  the  prefent— not  to  ufc  a  harfhcrterm— 
unfortunate  aHminiftration ;  a  fituation  which  was  becoming  every 
-day  more  and  more  alarming.  He  was  equally  at  a  lofs  to  account 
what  preparation  could  be  nccefTary  in  order  to  lay  before  the  Pub- 
lic a  ilmple  narrative  of  fadts.  Minifters  might  makcMight  of  a 
delay  of  twenty-four  hours  in  communicating  intelligence ;  but  if 
ttiey  were  fo  negligent  of  their  duty  to  the  Public,  yet  ftill  fome 
confideration  was  due  to  the  feelings  of  thofe  individuals,  who  were 
kept  upon  the  rack  from  uncertainty,  with  refpe£t  to  the  fate  of 
their  relatives,  and  to  them  a  delay  of  twenty-four  hours  was  a  con- 
fideration of  no  fmall  confequence. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  ftated,  that  there  were  two  objeds  whic{i 
he  wifhcd  to  bring  forward  at  the  earlied  opportunity.  The  one 
was  the  confideration  of  the  Auftrian  loan,  which  he  fuppofed  he 
fliould  be  authorifed  to  bring  before  the  Houfe,  by  a  melfage  from 
His  Majcfty,  in  the  courfe  of  next  week.  The  other  was  an  ob- 
ject, in  which,  from  the  fentiments  that  had  been  exprefTed  from 
all  quarters,  he  could  not  doubt  of  the  unanimous  concurrence  of 
the  Houfe,  the  condderation  of  tlic  moft  efficicint  means  to  be  taken 
fcr  manning  the  navy.    After  a  converfation  of  con&derablQ  length 
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tni  intrieacjr,  Ac  arrangnneitts  of  bufinds  for  next  week  were  fet<* 
tied  as  follows : 

The  Houfe  to  be  called  over  on  Tuefday. 
,  The  army  eftimates  to  be  moved  in  a  Committee  of  Supply  on 
Wednefday ;  the  farther  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  bill  to  be 
debated  on  Thurfday ;  and  on  Frtdaiy  the  motion  of  Mr.  Grey 
(which  flood  for  Tucfda)'),  with  refpeflt  to  peace  with  the  prefent 
Government  of  France. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  ftated,  that  oft^Friday  he  expcfted  to  be 
authorifed  by  His  Majedy,  to  bring  down  the  meiTage  relative  to 
ffae  Auftiian  loan,  which  would  of  cottffe  be  taken  into  coniideration 
on  the  Monday  following.    He  (hould  likewifc  take  the  earlieft  op 
portunity  of  bringing  forward  hb  budget. 

The  bill  for  renewing  an  aft  paffed  laft  feflion,  fufpending  die 
Habeas  Corpus,  &c.  was  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  fecond  time  on  Thurfday  next. 

Mr.  MARTIN  faid,  that  he  had  come  down  ycfterday,  expeft^ 
ing  that  the  difcuflion  of  a  meafure  fo  ferbus  as  the  motion  for  leave 
Co  bring  in  this  bill,  would  have  occupied  a  confiderable  time,  and 
was  very  much  furprifed  to  find  that  the  Houfe' had  adjourned  at  an 
early  hour.  He  tcx>k  therefore  this  Opportunity  to  ftate,  that  under 
the  prefent  circumOances,  he  coniidered  it  as  his  duty  to  pve  his 
moft  decided  negative  to  diis  bill  in  every  flage  of  its  progrefs. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  dated,  that  as  the  arrangements  were  fettled 
at  prefent,  he  (hould  take  the  iirft  opportunity  to  move  for  the  cor- 
lefpondence  relative  to  the  Pruflian  fubilidy,  as  he  coniidered  it  of 
great  confequence  before  wc  entered  into  new  engagements  with  the 
Emperor,  to  afcertain  what  ufe  had  been  made  of  the  money  already 
taken  from  this  country  in  the  way  of  fubfidy,  and  what  reliance 
could  be  placed  on  the  fidelity  of  our  continental  allies. 

The  Houfe  at  rifing  adjourned  till  Tuefday. 

Tur/Jay,  lothjanuavf. 

• 

The  Houfe  was  called  over,  after  which  the  excufcs  (tf  fuch  ab- 
fent  Members  as  had  fcnt  excufes.  Were  received. 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  defaulters  be  called  over  on  Friday, 
and  that  they  do  then  attend  in  their  places* 

Mr.  FOX  moved  that  the  Houfe  be  called  over  again  on  Tuef- 
day fortnight,  ^nd  that,  in  the  mean  time,  no  Member  quit  town 
without  leave  of  the  Houfe* — Ordered « 

Wednejday^  2  \Ji  yanuary. 

The  Uiher  of  the  Black  Rod  dcfired  the  attendance  of  the  Com- 
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iDons  in  the  Upper  Houfe.  The  Speaker,  at  his  return  fiatcdt 
chat  the  Houfe  had  attended  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  where  the  af-* 
fent  of  I;Iis  Majefiy  had  been  given  by  conuniiilon  to  the  land  and 
malt  bills. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  brought  up  a  copy  of  an  order  of  the 
Council,  with  refpeift  to  receiving  goods  belonging  to  Holland  in 
His  MajeAy's  warehoufes.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (faited 
that  the  object  of  the  order  of  the  i6th  M'as  to  receive  in  His  Ma« 
jefty*s  wardioufes  all  goods  (hipped  from  Holland  ;  the  obje£l  of 
the  order  of  the  21ft  was  to  receive  goods  that  might  be  bound  Cdt 
Holland.  As  there  could  be  but  one  opinion  on  the  expediency  oiF 
fuch  a  ftep,  he  (hould  immediately  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  rendering  efFe£tual  the  order  of  His  Majefty's  Council,  &c* 
On  the  fuggeftion  of  the  Speaker,  the  motion  was  made  in  a  Com* 
mittee  of  Trade,  and  granted  by  the  Houfe.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  prohibiting  the 
exportation  of  all  articles  of  grain  from  Scotland,  and  permitting  the 
importation  of  grain  and  all  other  articles  of  provifion  into  England 
duty  free. 

Mn  HUSSEY  fuggeded,  that  in  the  prefent  fcarcity  of  provifions, 
he  ihould  be  happy  that  the  diililleries  (hould  be  (lopped,  and  pio* 
po(ed  it  as  a  meafure  deferving  the  confldcration  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  at  prefent  the  quantity  of 
wheat  employed  in  the  diftilleries  was  of  no  confiderable  amount, 
and  he  doubted  whether  the  advantage  likely  to  arife  from  the  mea- 
fure would  be  fuch  as  to  balance  the  inconvenience  with  which  it 
would  be  attended. 

Mr.  BUXTON  remarked,  that  a  rcgulaiion  with  refpefl  to 
hair-powder  might  be  extremely  beneficial  to  the  poor :  every  pound 
confumed  fuch  a  quantity  of  wheat  as  could  not  readily  be  conceived. 

Mr.  FOX  fold,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  introduce  any  regu- 
lation of  that  fort,  without  laying  a  prohibition  on  the  making  wheat 
into  (larch,  which  would  be,  in  every  point  of  view,  attended  with 
great  inconvenience.  He  admitted,  however,  that  the  fubjcdl  was 
extremely  worthy  of  confideration ;  and,  if  there  was  a  lime  at  which 
it  was  incumbent  upon  that  Houfe  to  attend  to  the  Rate  of  proviGons^ 
the  prefent  was  particularly  urgent,  not  only  from  the  prelTure  of 
the  general  war  and  the  confcqucnt  calamities  to  the  poor,  but  from 
the  failure  of  the  harvefV,  which  he  undcrftood  had  by  no  means  an- 
fwered  the  fanguine  profpeds  at  firft  entertained,  and  the  unhappy 
(ituation  of  Poland,  which  precluded  all  hopes  of  any  fupply  from 
Ihat  quarter. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  (aid,  that  from  what  he  undcrftood  of  the  high 
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price  of  barleyi  and  likewife  from  a  circumftance  of  the  brewers 
having  lately  ilopt  on  account  of  the  fcarcity  of  malt^  he  would  in 
all  probability  he  encouraged  fpeedily  to  bring  forward  fome  fuch 
propofition  as  he  had  orlginaliy  fuggefted. 

The  Report  was  then  received,  and  leave  given  to  bring  in  a  bill. 
Colonel  MAITLAND  faid,  tiiat  with  a  view  to  further  dUcuf- 
(ion^  he  propofed  now  to  make  a  motion  on  which  he  (hould  not  en- 
large, as  he  underftood  that  it  would  meet  with  tk)  oppofitlon.  He 
therefore  moved,  that  an  humble  Addrefs  (hould  be  prcfcnted  to  His 
Majefly,  to  give  diredtions,  that  there  (hould  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe  a  return  of  the  names,  dates  of  commifiion,  and  length  of 
fervice,  of  chofe  who  (ince  the  commencement  of  the  war  had  been 
appointed  field  officers,  thofe  viho  had  received  brevet  rank  not  be- 
ing included. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  ftated,  that  if  the  honourable  gentleman,  by 
his  motion,  meant  to  afcertain  that  rank  had  not  always  been  be- 
ftowed  according  to  fcniority,  that  indeed  might  be  matter  of  rearer, 
but  could  not  be  imputed  as  matter  of  blame  to  Minifters,  who  in 
the  mode  which  they  had  adopted,  with  refpe<£l  to  bc(lowing  pro- 
motion, had  only  accommodated  thcmfclvcs  to  the  neccfTities  of  the 
public  fervice, 

Colonel  MAITLAND  faid,  that  in  order  that  Miniftcrs  might 

not  be  at  a  lofs,  he  (hould  candidly  (hte  his  motives  for  making  his 

prcfcnt  motion.    He  knew  well  that  at  die  commencement  of  a  war, 

in  order  to  remedy  the  fcantinefs  of  a  peace-cftablifhment,  it  was 

neceffary  to  ovcr-ftep  the  bounds  to  which  at  other  tirhes  it  might 

be  proper  to  adhere,  and  that  rank  was  given  to  fuch  perfons  of  for* 

tune  and  lituation,  as  were  enabled  to  come  forward,  and  i;iiife  regi* 

mcnts  for  the  public  fervice.    This  was  a  pradice  refqrted  to  in  all 

war^,  and  of  which  none  had  a  right  to  complain. -^Neither  did  he 

mean  to  objeA  to  the  rapidity  of  promotion  which  had  lately  taken 

place.    But  he  knew  of  many  inilances  where  men  of  large  fortune, 

and  in  a  (ituation  which  gave  them  the  command  of  men,  had  of* 

-fered  to  raifc  regiments,  and  had  been  rcfufed— -while  permiffion 

for  that  purpofe  had  been  granted  to  others  in  circumdanc^s  exadly 

the  reverfe.     What  he  had  therefore  to,  complain  of  in  the  prefent 

inftance  was  not  any  partial  deviation  from'fyftcm,  but  tliat  all  (y- 

flcm  was  abandoned,  all  confidence  was  de{lro)'cd  between  the  fol- 

diers  and  the  officers,  the  officers  and  the  Generals ;  boys  from 

fchool  were  fet  over  the  heads  of  veteran  officers,  and  men  dragged 

from  prifon  to  the  fervice  of  their  country.     Minlders,  in  (hort, 

bad  rendered  the  fyfteni  entirely  lubfervient  to  their  own  corrupt 

views  of  influence^  and  had  (hewn  the  fame  negled  in  die  military 
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dqxurtment,  as  in  his  mind  they  had  done  with  refpeft  to  every 
odier  branch  of  the  public  fervice. 

Lord  ARDEN  biou^  up  the  ordinary  eftimates  of  the  navy, 
which  were  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  tables 

The  Order  of  the  Day  was  read  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  Committee  of  Supply,  Mr.  Hobart  in  the  Chair. 

Mr  WINDHAM,  Secretary  at  War,  faid  that  to  Aofe  gen- 
tlemen who  had  had  an  of^rtunity  of  looking  into  the  papers  laid 
upon  the  table,  it  would  be  fcarcely  poflible  for  him  to  convey  any 
dearer  idba  of  the  eiUmates,  which  he  was  now,  to  move,  but  as 
many  might  not  have  had  this  importunity,  he  fhould  briefly  fubmlt 
CD  them  a  fummary  of  the  rcfult,  referving  himfelf  aftemv^ards  to 
give  any  explanation  that  txv%ht  be  required  in  the  courfe  of  the  dif- 
cuffion.  The  papers,  as  had  been  ufual  on  all  former  occafions, 
were  divided  into  the  following  claflfes,  the  efiimates  of  the  guards 
and  garrifons,  of  the  forces  in  the  plantations,  of  the  troops  lent 
from  Ireland,  of  the  recruiting  contingencies,  of  the  pay  of  the  ge-^ 
neral  ofiicers,  of  the  penfions  for  the  widows,  and  Chelfea  Hofpital, 
of  the  fencible  infantry,  and  fencible  cavalry,  the  cloathing,  &c. 
Several  of  thefe  articles  were  of  a  nature  which  called  for  no  explana* 
tion.  The  principal  head  was  that  of  the  guards  and  garrifons, 
including  all  ii\c  regular  force  not  employed  in  diftant  fervice,  among 
whom  were  comprifed  the  troops  now  fcrving  on  the  Continent,  &c. 
The  fixond  head,  that  of  the  plantations,  comprifed  all  the  troope 
not  included  in  the  former ;  the  troops  in  the -We A  Indies,  in  Cor- 
fica,  in  Gibraltar,  in  America,  &c.  Mr.  Windham  here  entered 
into  a  number  of  minute  calculations,  with  rd*pe6l  to  the  amount 
of  the  expence  of  the  difierent  branches  of  the  fervices»  The  whole 
force  on*fbot,  including  regulars,  militia,  and  fencibles,  he  fiated 
Id  amount  to  149,627  men;  taking  in  the  Indian  regiments,  it 
amounted  to  a  much  greater  number,  not  iefs  than  222,656  men. 
This  view  of  the  force  which  Great  Britain  had  beei>  able  to  pro- 
duce, he  (hted  to  be  exceedingly  confolatory  with  refpedt  to  her  ca- 
pability of  carrying  on  the  prefent  confieft ;  on  the  odier  hand,  the 
very  great  cxpencc  at  which  only  fd  numerous  a  force  could  be  fup- 
ported,  muft  no  doubt  be  admitted  to  operate  as  a  drawback.  The 
expcnces  of  this  force  amounted  altogether  to  6,652,7  4  5I.  The 
increafe  in  point  of  numbers  had  been  much  more  rapid  dun  had 
taken  place  in  the  £inie  period  of  any  former  war.  It  amounted  to 
no  Icfs  than  73,029  men ;  the  additional  expence  incurred  by  this 
tncKafe,  was  a  fom  of  217,548!.  Having  done  diis,  he  fhoufd 
po  longer  detain  the  Houfe,  farther  than  might  be  naceffary  to  an- 
fwer  stny  queftions  that  mtgh^  arife  in  the  courfp  of  the  difcuflion* 
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lie  concluded  widi  moving  tliQ  Hrft  fefolutiony  diat  a  number  of 
land  forces,  amounting  to  119,380  men»  including  3,882  inva-< 
lids,  be  en^ployed  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1795. 

General  TARLETON  xofe,  and  addrcffcd  the  Chaixman^  af 
follows : 

Mr.  HobaTt, 

If  I  advert  to  the  particulars  or  the  total  of  the  eftimates,  mj 
mind  is  filled  with  melancholy  and  aftoni(hn!ient— So  much  cx« 
pended,  and  (o  little  done !  If  vidory  had  attended  our  arms,  thcfe 
expences  would,  in  that  cafe,  have  been  feverdy  felt  in  the  country; 
but  retreat  and  defeat  render  them  very  unpalatable  indeed.     If 
will  be  neceflary  to  fay  fomething  upon  every  point  on  which  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  has  touched,  as  well  as  every  item  of 
the  account.     I  (hall,  therefore,  clafs  my  obfervations  as  nearly  as 
I  can,  according  to  the  numbers  of  the  different  eftimates.     But  as 
the  radically  bad  fyftem  of  recruiting  the  army  was  adopted  before 
the  right  honourable  Secretary  at  War  entered  into  office,  it  will  be 
but  fair  to  ftate  the' folly  and  dlfad  vantages  of  that  fyftem,  not  im« 
puting  them  to  him,  before  I  range  along  the  extended  line  of  the 
eftimates.     As  far  back  as  the  year  1 7  9 1  >  His  Majefty  s  Miniftcrs 
thought  there  was  a  neceffity  for  augmenting  the  arpny,  and  commencing 
hoftilities  ;  but  happily  for  ]£ngland,  Englifhmen  did  not  entirely 
adopt  that  opinion,  and  grim-vifaged  war  was  fubdued  in  this  Houfe, 
becaufe  the  country  wifhed  for  peace,  and  the  Minifters  wifhed  to 
keep  their  places.     However,  during  the  fhort  armament,  a  fyfteiq 
of  multiplying  commifTions,  rearing  ofEcers,    and  primping  men, 
took  its  growth.     This  fyftem  was  always  reprobated  on  this  fide 
of  the  Houfe,  and  mofc  particularly  by  an  experienced  General*  and 
moft  amiable  man,  whofe  abfence  from  this  Houfe,  and  lo£i  to  the 
world,  muft  always  be  fincerely  deplored.     I  fhall  endeavour,  in  4 
Vciy  few  words,  to  prove  that  the  mode  of  railing  men  to  ivhich  { 
allude,    was  unwife,  improvident,   and  unconftitutional.     In  the 
firfl  place,  it  cancelled  the  rule  laid  down  at  the  end  of  the  American 
war,  viz.  that  the  different  r^ments  of  infantry  ihould  be  recruits 
ed  by  the'difiPercnt  counties  of  the  kingdim,  and  which  had,  in  con* 
fequenee  of  that  regulation,  adopted  their  refpedive  names.     But 
when  this  fyftem  of  jobbing  and  competition  commenced,  that  va- 
luable regulation,  which  communicated  both  enthuflafm  and  confi* 
dence  to  the  coundes,  to  the  Colonels  of  regiments,  and  to  the  bat* 
t^ions  themfelves,  was  overthrown.     Befides  rendering  the  old  Cq« 
loi^e)sj  \f hofe  experience  and  talents  might  be  extremely  ufcfdl  ta 
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the  fcrvieii,  merely  regimenfal  cyphers,  what  lis  the  confcqucnce  ?  The 
did  coKps  get  no  men  ;  the  Officers  of  the  independent  companies 
bid  againft  one  another,  ind  the  veterans  of  the  line  are  expofed  to 
evciy  difadvantage,  or  laid  under  the  fevereft  contributions,  that  they 
may  not  be  fubjcdt  to  the  petulant  frowns  or  imperious  mandates  of 
purfe-proud  fchool-faoys.  Old  Majors  of  the  line  are  now  placed 
at  a  greater  dlftance  from  the  commands  of  regiments,  as  each  re- 
giment is  now  provided  with  two  Lieutenant  Colonels  ;  or,  if  the 
old  Major  purchafes,  he  may  foon  be  reduced,  and  fuffer  a  confider- 
able  diminution  of  income,  by  being  placed  on  the  half-pay  lift. 
Old  Captains,  likewife,  have  four  Field  Officers  in  their  van,  per« 
haps  all  inexperienced  men^  before  they  can  arrive  at  the'command 
of  a  regiment ;  or,  if  they  purchafe,  the  eldeft  Captain  may  be 
eftabltfhed,  by  paying  700I.  for  his  Majority ;  but  thefecond  Cap« 
tain  muft  be  reduced  ut  a  peace  to  half  pay,  although  he  pays  55  oL 
for  the  Majority,  and  the  <k)mpanies  are  fold  for  1400I.  a  piece,  if 
Government  can  obtain  that  fum,  in  order  to  cany  on  the  recruit^ 
ing  account.  Great  fums  of  money  have  been  taken  out  of  the 
pockets  of  individmls,  and  in  a  manner  which>  in  former  days, 
tVDuld  be  deemed  unconditutional,  bccaufe  without  the  knowledge 
iof  this  Houfo  ;  but  in  thefe  new  and  furpriling  times,  the  Minifters 
can  create  a  loan  ot  a  tax,  and  Parliament,  with  amiable  obfcqui- 
otifnefs,  affents  to  his  propofitioh. 

Hitherto  their  new-fangled  fyftem  has  produced  no  good.  No* 
diing  ialutary  or  vigorous  has  proceeded  from  it.  Competition 
between  young  men  and  crimps  has  taken  place>  but  the  army  or 
navy  have  not  been  benefited,  but  injured,  and  die  country  will  be 
iaddled  for  a  number  of  years,  with  a  progreflive  and  almoft  incal- 
culable cxpcnce.  Nothing  is  now  wanting  to  complete  this  perni- 
cious fyftem,  but  to  introduce  it  into  the  navy.  Let  rich  young 
men  provide  (lores  and  (hips,  and  take  the  command  of  thofe  expe- 
rienced officers  and  gallant  failors,  who  have  proteded  this  country 
for  centuries,  and  who,  I  truft,  will  defend  it  to  the  lateft  po(lcrity* 

I  will  now  draw  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  conftruc- 
don  of  an  independent  company.  One  hundred  men  are  to  be 
raifed — Government  did  give  about  three  guineas ;  now,  I  believe, 
the  bofunty  money  is  higher.  I  will  calculate,  however,  at  three 
guineas,  which  makes  3151.— >I  add  to  that  fum  164I.,  the  half- 
pay  of  I  Captain,  i  Lieutenant,  and  i  Enlign,  which  I  believe  is 
calculated  at  10  years,  and  makes  the  fum  of  1640I.,  which  added 
to  the  bounty,  mokes  a  total  of  1955I. — ^Therefore,  though  Mini- 
fiers  fay  they  only  ^ve  three  guineas,  in  fa£t  the  country  pays  about 
29L  for  eadi  man  to  laiied.     No  longer  therefore  do  we  fee  the  oI4 
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Colonebor  the  (tounties  engaged  in  fbnning  and  oon^ietang  vigoims 
battalbnsy  which  mi^t  have  been  done  by  offering  and  kee[Hng  the 
bounty  at  8  or  i  o  guineas  per  man ;  but  a  dc lufive,  unfubftantial, 
tinconftitutional,  and  oomipt  fyftem  has  aiifen.  What  are  the  ge- 
nerality of  thefc  companies  compofed  of?  In&ncy  and  dotage  ;•— 
Whilft  crimps  and  fchool-boys  raife  and  command  thefe  champions 
of  their  country.  In  the  courfe  of  my  reading  concerning  warlike 
lotions,  I  never  yet  learnt  that  die  au^oneer's  hammer  was  the 
fymbol  of  command,  or  that  a  broker's  (hop  was  the  neceffioy  ap- 
pendage of  the  Campus  Martius^  or  the  camp. 

I  had  almoft  forgot  to  mention  an  inftance,  which  I  (hoold  havr 
been  forry  to  have  omitted,  out  of  the  great  variety  to  be  met  with, 
d[  the  prqgrels  no/w  made  in  the  army :— A  young  nobleman^  with 
ivhom  I  have  not  the  pleafure  of  acquaintance,  but  who  is,  I  dare 
fay,  perfeSly  accomplifhcd  and  amiable  as  a  gentleman  (I  mean 
Lord  Granard)  feems  to  have  outftripped  all  his  competition.  He 
commenced  his  military  career  on  the  1 2di  of  November,  1 7949 
and  in  the  next  Gazette  we  fee  him  jump  from  his  QcfCvMcj  to  die 
rank  of  Lieutenant^  Colonel  Commandant*  One  Gazette  dtffdayt 
the  ranks  he  has  palTed  through,  and  1 7  days  experience  qualifies- 
him  for  the  command  of  a  regiment.  I  do  not  blame  this  young 
nobleman  for  the  ardour  of  his  race,  but  impute  ferious  blame  to 
His  MajeAy's  Minifters.  If  this  rank  had  been  acquired  by  any 
gallant  exploit  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  I  (hould  iay  that  this  fad* 
den  elevation  was  well  conferred.  For  real  fervice,  the  reward  can 
Iiardly  be  too  great,  or  the  promotion  too  rapid.  The  fpark  of 
emulation  canrK>t  be  too  much  encouraged  in  young  officers ;  but 
when  I  fee  gold  and  rank  the  priiicipal  pafljports  to  high  fituations, 
I  entertain  very  ferious  apprehenfions  for  the  fuccefs  of  die  army,  or 
&e  wdUbeing  of  the  country. 

Sir^  haviiig  now  done  with  this  ftatement,  and,  in  fo  dou^ 
difpofed  of  three  confiderable  articles,  viz.  Recruiting  Contingen- 
cies, Levy.money.  for  Augmentations,  and  fome  port  of  that  article 
called  full  pay  to  fupemuroerary  Officers,  I  (haU  recur  to  die  firlt 
head  of  the  eftimate.  ThoMgh  I  do  not  adntut  2,7^77,5341.  so  be 
wifely  or  economically  expended,  yet  when  I  recoiled  that  148  re- 
pments  are  provided  for  with  diat  fum,  I  am  at  a  lofs  how  to  mea- 
fure  or  calculate  the  forces  of  our  Auffarian  ally,  to  wiiom  we  are  to 
give  fix  millions  for  one  year,  efpecially  as  it  is,  I  believe,  univer- 
fally  acknowledged,  that  military  fervice  is  done  cheaper,  and  ad- 
miniftercd  with  more  economy,  by  that  power,  than  by  any  other 
in  Europe. 

As  for  the  FcnciUe  Corps,  diey  are  fo  interwoven  with  llic< 
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diafges  for  thfi  mflida,  (whom  I  honour  and  rcfpeA)  dnd  in  other 
inftances,  that  I  do  not  know  how  to  fcparate  them,  or  calculate  to 
the  chaiges ;  but  we  find  two  grofs  articles  for  Fcnctble  Cavalry, 
amountif^to  360^0001.  If  the  charges  were  more  moderate,  I 
confefs  I  ihould  have  Atll  great  obje<9k)ns  to  this  mode  of  laifing^ 
men,  becaufc  it  is  extremely  prejudicial  to  the  recruiting  fbk*  tho 
army,  and  finding  men  for  the  navy.  Thefe  corps^  at  I  am  iii-* 
finmedy  are  never  infpcded  by  any  General,*  though  the  officer* 
have  an  allowance  of  bounty  of  i  ol.  a  man^  to  fcrve  in  Eilgland 
and  Scotland  4  and  feme  of  thefe  corps  extend  their  pmtedtion  to 
Jeriey  and  Guemfey.  I  (hall  difmiis  this  article  without  any  conw 
mcnt,  becaufe  it  muft  be  evident  to  the  Committee,  that  this  }ch^  - 
Ung  fyftem  militates  againft  the  real  intereft  of  the  army  and  navf 
oi  Great  Britain*  Now,  Sir,  the  refult  of  this  eftimate  is,  thaH 
the  people  (^  this^  country  arc  to  pay  6,622,0001.  for  an  army  thus 
nifed  smd  managed.  They  have  likewife  to  look  forward  to  ibc 
Extraordtnaries  of  the  Army— the  Ordnance  Eflimates — the  Bar*- 
nek  Mailer's  Accounts — the  Commiflaries'  Account,— with  a 
Ihing  of  minor  accounts,  and  all  the  fubfidies  to  our  numerous  and 
▼igorous  allies. 

I  (hall  here  drop  this  part  of  the  fubje£):,  and  look  at  the  ooo- 
iuGt  of  the  war* 

On  the  ori^  of  the  war,  or,  to  exprefs  myfelf  more  clearly^ 
die  meafures  which  were  adopted  by  His  Majefty's.Minifteis  to 
pitmge  this  country  into  fuch  a  calamity,  I  (hall  at  this  moment 
oblerve  a  lotal  iilence,  being  fully  convinced  wlienever  that  particu* 
lar  queftion  is  a^tated,  that  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  the  war  will 
be  aicribed  to  Engliih  intrigu6  and  Englifh  gold  :  and  I  know  that 
I  have  able,  doquent^  and  honourable  friends  near  me;  who  will 
never  fufFer  die  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  difentangle  himfelf 
from  that  refponfibility.  I  ihall  therefore  proceed  to  give  an  outline 
of  the  military  operations  which  naturally  come  within  the  fcope  of  - 
dus  day's  debate. 

Sir,  it  appears  to  me,  dut  no  ornament  of  language  (hould  be 
ufed  in  giving^to  the  Houfe  the  ftatement  of  our  military  aflfairs  ; 
and  that  it  will  be  more  regubr  and  perfpicuous  to  review  the  eiv 
terprizcs  and  operations  of  our  armies  at  a  diftance,  and  then  gra« 
duadly  proceed  to  our  own  coafts.  I  fhaU  not  dwell  upon  circum-i* 
fiances  of  a  moderate  fixe,  becaufe  other  opportuimies  viill  arife  to 
fonitinize-thoroii^y  into  them.  I  mean  this  as  a  general  outline,  > 
more  than  a  perfod  pidure ;  for  the  fcenc  is  fo  vaft,  and  fo  replets 
with  folly,  rafluiefs,  incapacity,  calamity,  and  horror,   that  the 
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humaui  mind  cahndt  at  one  time  embrace  it  completely;  ot  the  ha* 
man  attention  give  it  a  diitindl  aild  patient  hearing. 

The  firft  objed  to  be  regularly  viewed  is  die  Weft  Indies.  I 
pafs  over  the  plans  and  mifcarriages  which  had  taken  place  in  that 
quarter  of  the  world,  previous  to  the  expedidon  prepared  fbr  Sir 
Charles  Grey.  Tha.t  diftinguiftied  and  able  officer  had,  I  believe^ 
a  promife  of  1 0^000  meti  from  this  countr}S  to  be  added  to  the 
ferce  then  exifling  beyond  the  Atlantic.  He  had  the  mortifica- 
fion>  however^  to  find  that  promifed  and  neceiTary  army,  after 
unaccountable  delays,  reduced  to  5000  rank  and  file*  I  iliall 
not  flop  to  comment  on  the  employment  of  the  eight  regiments 
fiolen  from  this  expedition,  but  endeavour  to  gjive  a  iketcfa  of  die 
proceedings  as  they  occurred  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  diminution  of  fbrce,  Sir  Charles  Gr^  (of  whom  I  (hall 
never  think  or'fpeak  without  refpedl  and  regard)  wifely  concaved 
that  if  he  executed  with  rapidity,  he  might  Complete  a  plan  whidt 
required  the  proportion  of  troops  originally  allotted  to  his  expeditioai. 
,  This  prompitude  and  decifion,  united  With  courage  and  fkill,  made 
a  (biking  imprefiion  upon  the  enemy,  and  Guadatoupe,  Mardmque, 
St.  Lucia,  and  other  iflands,  yielded  to  the  Bridfh  armsw  Was  this 
gallant  army,  which  was  neccfTarily  wafted  by  a  feries  of  conflidsy 
and  expofed  to  a  peftilemial  climate,  properly  rdnfbrced  ?— No.* 
Have  the  loiTes^  the  difficulties,  the  dangers,  to  whidi  our  troops 
have  been  liable,  been  expreflfed  or  detailed  by  the  Commanders 
upon  that  ftadon  to  the  Minifters  in  England  I  h  believe  no  man 
will  give  a  nqgadve  to  that  queftion.  What  then  is  our  {nefcnt 
fituadon  ?  We  know  that  our  gallant  army  has  been  weakened  by 
hoftilities,  and  almoft  confumed  by  difeafe.  We  know  that  Gua- 
daloupe  has  been  fnatched  from  us,  and  we  have  too  much  caule 
to  apprehend  that  the  other  iflands  will  foon  be  reconquered.  The 
beft  accounts  and  the  laft  returns  of  the  army  fully  juftify  this  ap- 
puchcnfion,  as  diere  are  not  1 700  men  to  defend  all  our  own  and 
the  conquered  iflands.  Where  are  the  reinforcements  fo  often 
called  for,  and  fo  often  promifed  to  Sir  Charles  Grey  P'-Eidier 
reduced  by  a  long  refidcnce  in  tranfports  to  a  fbite  of  in£uitine  im* 
becility,  or  now  riding  in  the  harbours  of  Portfraouth  and  Plymouth. 
With  refpedl  to  the  operations  in  St.  Domingo,  I  (hall,  in  a  few 
words,  fbite  the  prominent  parts,  and  my  opinion  on  the  general 
plan.  I  have  not  the  fmalleft  heiitation  in  faying,  that  the  con- 
queft  was  too  great  to  be  atchieved  with  fuch  numbers  as  were  em- 
ployed. A  country  fo  extenfive  and  populous  was  not  to  be  hdd 
by  a  corps  more  rcfembling  a  corps  of  buccaneers  than  a  regular 
army.  The  fbrce  that  could  be  fparcd  from  Jamaica  and  the  other 
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iilands  was  not  adequate  to  the  ponqueft  or  poifeflion  of  St.  Dof 
mingo :  therefore  the  lefult  of  fo  ill-|Concert;ed  an  invalion  will  be 
fhe  probable  lob  of  numbers  of  officers  and  men,  and  die  certaii| 
lof&  of  reputati<Mi  in  that  quarter  of  the  world« 

In  addition  to  all  thefe  misfortunes  and  loiTe^,  another  veiy  great 
detriment  has  arifen  to  His  Maje%'s  commercial  fubjejSs.  The 
mifcondud  of  Minifters  is  not  produdive  of  partial  diifadvantage  ; 
the  peftilential  influence  of  their  counfels  is  extenfive  and  general. 
On  the  conquefts  made  in  the  Weft  Indies  many  merchants  and 
manufadturers  who  were  drooping  under  loiTes  aiyl  misfortunes  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  war,  once  more  reared  their  heads,  and  were  en- 
couraged by  Government  to  fend  laige  quantities  of  goods,  whidi 
had  been  locked  up  in  their  warehoufcs,  to  tliefe  new  markets. 
Whether  this  effort  of  induftry  will  be  placed  to  the  page  of  profit 
pr  lofs,  requires  but  little  forefight  to  foretel.  The  manufadhires 
pf  Lancafhire,  of  Yorkfhire,  and  of  other  counties  of  Great  Bri- 
tain,  will  moil  probably  be  worn  by  the  French ;  and  the  unfortu- 
nate merchants  who  have  thus  fpeculated,  with  a  firm  reliance  for 
prote£Uon  on  Government,  will  find  tl^emfelves  the  dupes  of  thei^ 
gwn  confidence  and  credulity. 

I  come  now.  Sir,  to  the  military  operations  in  Flanders,  which 
if  viewed  in  detail,  and  related  at  length,  would  confound  the  at- 
tention and  cxh^ud  the  patience  of  the  Houfe.  It  is  not  my  de(ign| 
to  prefcnt  a  journal  at  this  moment,  which  I  muft  do  if  I  entered 
fully  into  the  prefent,  and  part  of  the  former  campaign, » which  is 
necefTarily  connected  with  it,  bccaufe  each  day  appears  to  have 
been  pregnant  with  events  of  the  greateft  magnitude.  I  (hall 
therefore,  for  the  convenience  of  gentlemen,  now  bring  forward 
only  the  prominent  pa|ts.  In  the  firfl  place,  it  feems  to  me 
necefTary  to  edablifh  the  point  of  time  when  His  Majcfty's  Coun- 
cils influenced  the  meafures  of  the  allies  in  Flanders.  Ffom  all 
public  documents,  and  indeed  by  many  ftatements  made  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  this  Houfe,  it  appears  that  the 
Britifh  Minifter  had  confiderable  influence  on  the  Continent  from 
the  period  of  the  Congrefs  at  Antwerp.  .  This  h&,  being  afcer- 
taincd  and  acknowledged.  From  this  remarkable  epoch  I  (hall 
briefly  bring  forward  the  principal  operations  which  fucceeded 
it ;  and  in  pafling  over  thefe  events,  I  wifh  it  to  be  underftood 
that  I  do  not  impute  any  culpability  whatever  to  the  illuftrious 
Prince  at  the  head  of  the  Britifh  army,  or  to  any  General  Offi- 
cers under  his  command.  But  as  the  MiniAers  have  frequendy 
claimed  in  this  Houfe,  the  approbation  of  their  country  for  the  fuo- 
fcfles  which  foilowe4  the  Congrefs  at  Antwerp,  ]^  (hall  now  beg 
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kave  to  rermnd  them  of  the  errors  committed  lince  that  period, 
which  clearly  point*  out  the  quarter  from  whence  they  originited« 
After  the  junftion  of  the  allies — after  the  defeats  of  the  Frendi— 
after  the  defc£lion  of  Dumourier — after  the  explanations  which 
were,  or  might  have  becni  derived  from  that  quarter  of  the  ftatc  of 
the  frontier  of  France,  it  appeared  ftrange  and  wonderful  that  the 
firft  effort  of  die  combined  powers  was  not  dircdted  sgainft  Lifle. 
It  was  almoft  univerfally  known  that  that  fortrefs,  at  the  period  to 
which  I  allude,  contained  a  difoi](i;anized  garrifon  and  fcantf  maga<> 
xines.     And  it  muft  be  apparent  to  die  dulled  capacity,  that  from 
its  extent  and  iituation,  Lifle  poflefles  the  double  advantage  of  bei^g 
the  bulwark  of  Flanders,  and  the  key  likelieft  to  advance  all  mi« 
Jitary  operations  within  die  boundary  of  France.     Notmdiftand- 
ing  the  time  appeared  particularly  favourable,  and  the  poileflion 
of  Lifle  was  an  objedl  devoutly  to  be  wiflicd,  how  did  the  com- 
bined army  pafs  the  fummer?  — In   taking   Valenciennes  and 
Cond£ ;  places  comparatively  of  no  confequence:  and  afterwards 
the  (Combined  troops  were  divided  to  take  Dunkirk,  Quefnoyt  2uv) 
Maubeuge.     This  movement,  however,  afforded  a  £ivourablc  op- 
portunity for  an  honourable  General*,  a  friend  of  mine,  to  perfbrai 
an  exploit  which  will  immortalize  his  name,  and  the  corps  he  00m- 
manded.    At  Lincelles,  a  vidory  was  atchteved  by  an  inferior  body 
of  men,  labouring  under  every  difadvantage,  which  will  be  recorded 
as  long  as  the  annals  of  this  country  fliall  be  preferved.     If  I  chofe 
to  examine  and  inveftigate  the  filly  operation  againft  Dunkirk,  I 
might  dwell  upon  the  fubjc£t  a  confiderable  time,  and  find  an  am- 
ple fteld  for  comment  and  cenfure.     Suffice  it  tp  fay,  that  a  plan 
fo  ill-calculated  and  arranged,  produced  its  own  defeat.     As  it  is 
acknowledged  that  the  enterprife  againft  Dunkirk  originated  in  die 
Britifh  Cabinet,  I  live  in  hopes  that  the  author,  whether  civil  or 
militaiy,  of  this  great  project,  will  not  be  concealed  loi^  from  the 
vrorld,  that  the  prefcnt  age  and  pofterity  may  have  the  opportunity 
pf  holding  in  juft  admiration  the  man  who  had  power  to  divide  the 
combined  fprces,  and  detach  a  confiderable  army  to  attack  a  town, 
which,  if  taken,  ^ould  only  have  proved  a  burthen  to  this  country, 
and  a  clog  to  the  operations  of  rhe  army,  till  Lifle  was  reduced. 
This  ill-conceived  plan  produced  defeat  to  the  allies,  and  gave  coii- 
fidcnce  and  courage  to  the  French.     This  mifcarriagc  contributed 
likewife  to  the  defeat  of  the  Auftrisuis  before  Maubeuge;  after 
which,  the  contending  powers  retired  to  winter  quarters,  and  the 
putpofts  of  botli  parties  continued  alert  till  the  return  cff  fpring. 

•  Genera!  Lake, 


A.  179^.  DEBATES.  $09 

Of  the  operations  of  this  campaign,  which  is  not  yet  concluded, 
I  (hall  take  only  a  curforvr  view.  If  the  fotces  of  the  allied  powers 
which  took  flie  field  in  April,  were  not  fo  numerous  as  might  have 
been  expcdted,  the  fcope  of  the  plan  for  the  campaign  ought  to  have 
been  narrowed ;  for  it  was  foon  apparent  that  the  allies  were  not 
able  to  prcfervc  a  refpedlable  defenfive  in  Weft  Flanders^  and  to 
proceed  with  a  powerful  army  into  France.  Liflc  poured  forth  hct 
forces,  and  PicHcgru,  like  another  Ulyffes,  covered  his  opponents 
with  confufion,  (hamc,  and.  dtfgfade.  It  would  be  irkfomcto 
dwell  upon  the  viftories  of  the  French—on  the  retreat  of  Clairfayt 
— ^on  the  firft  countermarch  of  the  Britifh  army— on  the  want  of 
union  amongft  the  allies  till  the  arrival  of  the  Emperor— on  the  ill- 
concerted  attack  upon  the  French  corps  in  the  vicinity  of  the  River 
Lys— on  the  fteady  perfeverancc  of  the  French  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Toutmy — on  the  cffcA  of  all  thcfe  operatfons  in  changing  an  of* 
fenfive  into  a  defenfive  war,  on  the  part  of  the  allies— on  the  bat- 
tle of  Flcuris— on  the  fiege  of  Ypres — on  the  evacuation  of  Oftend, 
leaving  Nieuport  to  its  fete— on  the  general  retreat  of  die  combined 
powers,  leaving  Quefnoy,  Landrecy,  Valenciennes,  Conde,  and 
fcvcral  odier  leffer  garrifons  to  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.— 
I  need  not  now  enumerate  the  lines  of  march,  the  number  of  co- 
lumns made  ufe  of  in  thofe  movements,  or  the  artillery  and  maga- 
zine which  were  taken  by  the  French. —  I  will  not  defcribe  the  po- 
fitions  occupied  on  the  frontier  of  Holland,  or  relate  the  confliAs 
which  took  place  betwixt  the  Auftrians  and  the  French,  "before  the 
former  pithd  the  Rhine,  or  between  the  Britifli  and  Dutch  and  the 
French,  before  tfie  former  arrived  at  Arnheim. —  I  will  not  recapi- 
tulate the  ficges,  or  even  the  names  of  the  places  which  have  fallen 
between  Landrecy,  Cologne,  and  Nimeguen.  I  will  not  dwell 
upon  the  paflage  of  the  Waal,  or  the  probable  refult  of  operations 
in  that  quarter.  I  will  not  attempt  to  defcribe  how  many,  or  what 
gallant,  men  have  been  the  vidlims  of  the  fword  or  difeafe,  for  the 
fcene  is  not  yet  clofed,  and  its  afpeft  is  too  tragical  to  be  furveyed 
by  any  Englifliman,  without  the  kceneft  fenfations  of  melancholy 
and  indignation.  If  we  turn  from  this  profpeft,  fo  replete  with 
misfortune  and  deftrudlion,  can  we  find  the  leaft  veftige  of  confola- 
tion  in  die  diplomatic  fources  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ? 
What  is  die  nature  of  the  treaties  in  which  England  is  engaged  ? 
Arc  they  likely  to  contribute  to  the  glory  and  advantage  of  the  coun- 
try ?  Are  wifdom  and  economy  confpicuous  in  thefe  important  tranf* 
anions  ?  Are  dicy  equal  lo  all  parties  ?  No.  We  have  to  deplore 
an  immoderate  and  profufc  expenditure  of  public  money,  without  ' 
the  chance  of  attaining  ^ny  one  objeA  which  might  prove  fcrvicc- 
Vol.  XL.  £• 
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able  to  tlie  Public.  Are  we  not  bound  to  all  the  difadvantages, 
whilft  our  virtuous  allies  have  provided  for  their  own  liberty  and 
indemnity  ^  The  catalogue  of  names  would  be  equally  extenfive  and 
unpleafant.  Ruflfia  and  Spain  only  prefcribe  boundaries  to  our  abfur- 
dity.  The  vigour  of  Auftria,  and  the  good  faith  of  Pruflia^  are 
equally  proverbial,  but  tlie  payments  ami  credulity  of  Britain  keep 
pace  with  the  avarice  and  perfidy  of  her  allies.  After  the  experi- 
ments we  have  made — after  the  trials  we  have  had— *  after  thecniU 
lions  we  have  lavifhed — ^with  the  example  of  Pniflia  frefli  rankling 
and  feftering  in  the  public. memory  ;  the  nation  is  invited,  nay,  in 
fome  meafure  pledged,  to  the  mod  enormous  fubfidy ;  a  fubfidy  which 
outftrips  all  comparifon  and  calculation,  and  rifcs  above  the  mod 
tow'ring  imagination :  a  loan  of  fix  millions  derling,  for  not  one 
farthing  of  which  either  principle  or  intereft,  can  we  compel  the 
payment.  Great  Cod !  Are  we  thus  to  hoodwink  our  undcrihind- 
ings,  and  pluck  the  money  from  the  pockets  of  our»  deluded  and 
miferably  oppreiTed  conditucnts  ? 

Now  Sir,  (continued  the  General)  having  viewed  and  curforily 
pafled  over  feveral  operations  and  tranfa£lions,  which  no  man  who 
feels  any  love  for  his  country,  can  dwell  upon  without  the  mod  pain- 
ful and  indignant  fenfations,  for  there  is  guilt  and  calamity  fufficicnt 
to  difgud  the  mind  and  naufeate  tlie  foul,  let  me  for  a  numicht  in- 
dulge myfelf  in  addrefling  a  few  obfervations  to  fome  refpe<%ible  indi- 
viduals. Members  of  this  Houfe.  I  could  aik  a  young  Colonel  when 
the  allied  armies  are  to  march  to  Paris  ?  What  plans  and  manceu* 
vres  are  now  to  be  adopted  to  clear  the  padage  to  that  place  ?  Where 
are  we  to  find  a  fuccclfor  to  Colonel  Mack  ?  I  could  afk  a  noble 
Lord,  if  Roberfpierre  has  left  a  legacy  like  Bridbt  ?  Has  the  will  of 
that  fallen  Statcfman  afforded  him  the  fame  glorious  opportunity  of 
illuminating  the  Houfe  of  Commons  r  Have  the  writings  of  that 
proftrate  demagogue  fumidied  the  Miniderial  advocates  with  reafcns 
for  profecuting  the  war  ?  Notvvithftandingall  we  have  heard  in  this 
Houfe,  docs  the  prefent  fituation  of  France  agree  with  the  paft  rca- 
ibnings  and  predidlions  of  Miniderialifts  and  Alarmifts,  or  with  thofe 
of  the  Members  of  the  Oppofition  ?  Or  lias  not  eveiy  change  in 
France,  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war,  proved  poejudicial 
to  this  countiy  ?  I  could  remind  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
that  the  wifdom  difplayed  by  the  firitifh  Cabinet  in  the  attack 
of  Dunkirk,  excelled  the  atchievements  of  Turenne  before 
that  place  ;  that  the  getting  hold  of  Toulon  was  fuperior  to  anyen^ 
teipriz€  of.his  father  ;  that  the  forces  under  Sir  Charles  Grey,  which 
he  fent  againd  the  whole  of  the  Weft-India  iflands,  were  more  nu- 
inerous  and  better  provided  than  the  forces  dire^cd  folely  againfc  the 
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Havannah.  I  could  force  upon  his  rccolledion  what  the  late  Lord 
Camden  faid,  and  faid  well  too,  in  another  place.  **  Admiral 
Hawlce  and  Prince  Ferdinand,"  faid  the  learned  Lord,  ••  have  been 
alluded  to  in  this  debate,  as  having  eifcntially  fcfved  their  country  y 
moft  certainly  they  had,  and  undoubtedly  their  merit,  as  profcflicnyl 
men,  was  unqucftionable :  but  to  whom  ought,  it  ultimately  to  be 
afcribed  r  To  the  Earl  of  Chathahi  \  the  one  was  his  Admiral,  the 
other  his  General :  the  battles  they  fought,  were  the  battles  of  his 
planning."  Let  die  right  honourable  gentleman  apply  thcfe  few 
fcntenccs  of  that  worthy  and  venerable  Peer,  and  let  the  country 
judge  between  the  Earl  of  Chatham  and  his  fon. 

I  will  no^',  Sir,  with  permiflion  of  the  Committee,  offer  a  few 
ideas,  w  hich  may  be  applied  or  not,  as  gentlemen  think  proper.      I 
will  fuppofe  that  Great  Britain,  without  making  any  ( fFcrs  of  peace, 
or  any  change  of  Miniftry,  decides  to  carry  on  the  war,  which  it  is 
very  probable  it  will  do,  from  the  tenor  of  the  late  fp^ech  from  the 
Throne.     I  will  fuppofe  the  next  campaign  prcfpcrous  in  the  ex- 
treme ;  and  undoubtedly  ever)'  perfon  will  admit  that  it  is  of  that 
defcription,  when  I  Aate  that  the  forces  of  Great  Britain  and  her 
allies  fliall  recover  Holland,  rc-conquer  Auflrian  Flanders,  and  in 
every  quarter  of  Europe  drive   the   French   within  the  limits  of 
France.      I  will  fuppofe  likewife,  that  our  efforts  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies are  equally  fuccefsful,  and  that  all  our  naval  operations  partake 
of  the  general  glory.     This  fuccefs  muft  inevitably  coft  Great  Bri- 
tain a   number  of  lives,  and,  according  to  the  prcfent  poverty  cf 
our  allies,  fifty  millions  of  money :  to  obtain  what  ?  1  he  fituation 
we  poffeffcd  at  the  commencement  of  the  laft  campaign  ?     Is  not 
that  country  in  a  truly  deplorable  condition,  which  is  obliged  to  exr 
pend  torrents  of  gallant  blood,  and  fifty  millions  of  money,  to  re- 
gain only  a  former  fituation,  and  then  to  commence  an  attack  againft 
a  nation  the  moft  impenetrable,  the  moft  populous,  and,  I  had  al- 
moft  faid,  the  moft  warlike,  in  the  world  ^   Let  any  confiderate  man 
contemplate  this  feries  of  fucccffcs,  and  then  let  him  add  fifty  mil- 
lions to  the  money  already  exptuded,  and  eaft  up  the  national  debt 
at  340  millions ;  the  intcreft  of  which  is  to  be   provided  for  by 
taxes,  before  any  money  levied  can  be  appropriated  to  die  exxfting 
circumftances,  and  the  regular  government  of  the  country,  and  will 
he  have  caufe  to  rejoice  or  complain  ?  But  if  I  was  to  fuppofe  an  ex- 
treme cafe  on  the  other  fide  ;  fuppofe  I  (hould  fay,  the  French  will 
obtain  Holland,  Mayence,  and  the  Weft  Indies  ;  make  peace  with 
Spain,  and  create  the  moft  formidable  navy  in  Europe ;  fuppofe 
the  campaign  opened  Cinder  the  direAion  of  the  prefcnt  Minifters, 
from  whom  joatuxally  the  country  may  exped  die  fame  fpccics  of 
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plans,  and  the  fame  energy  of  execution,  which  we  have  hitherto 
experienced  ;  what  profpcCl  would  then  moft  probably  prefent  itfelf  ? 
The  invafion  of  England  or  Ireland,  under  every  dlfadvantage,  and 
perhaps  the  fall  of  one  or  both  might  be  the  confequencc.     No 
fcene  that  the   moft  melancholy  imagination  could  fuggeft,  might 
not  be  realized  before  the   conclufion  of  next  Autumn  1    Suppofc, 
then,  I  ftate  the  middle  line  between  thefe  two  cafes  ;  fuppofe  wc 
have  a  little  better  campaign  than  the  laft,  a  mixture  of  vi61or%'  and 
defeat.     In  that  fituation,  which  is  the  likclieft  and  moft  probable, 
we  (hall  certainly  experience  great  loffes  from  an  interruption  of  our 
trade ;  incur  great  expenccs,  by  fubfidizlng  our  numerous  allies,  and 
by  our  own  great  warlike  preparations ;  undergo  a  vaft  diminution  of 
valuable  inhabitants,  and  at  laft  be  obliged  to  try   for  .peace,  on 
terms  more  and  more  diiadvantageous,  as  every  campaign  draws 
to  a  Qonclufion. 

Now,  Sir,  having  ftated  a  variety  of  fai&s  as  ftiortly  as  I  could, 
having  dealt  fparingly  in  metaphor  and  declamation,  I  ftiall  fum  up 
a  very  plain  fpcech,  by  recapitulating  the  points  upon  which  I  have 
touched.     An  improvident,  unwife,  and   unconftitutional  fyftem 
has  been  adopted  in  augmenting  our  army ;  an  extenfivc  war  has 
t)een  conduced  without  energy  or   fkill ;  defeat   and  difeafe  have 
thinned  the  ranks  of  our  choiceft  troops  ;  and  the  pride  ami  bulk  of 
armies,  both  in  the  Weft  Indies  and  in  Holland,  arc  in  a  n.oft 
petilous,  nay,  I  may  fay  an  irretrievable,  fituation.      Our  Gene- 
rals, for  many  of  whom  I  entertain  the  higheft  rcfpe£^,  have  had 
no  opportunity  of  exercifmg  their  profeffional  talents,  but  in  retreats. 
If  I  was  to  enumerate  the  loifcs  of  our  allies,   I  might  faiily  efti- 
mate  tliem  at  350,000  killed,     wounded,  and  taken  prifoners. 
Near  fifty  millions  of  money  have  been  expended,  and  can  any  man 
fay  that  one  enterprize  or  expedition  has  been  wifely  pltmn*  a  fmcc 
the  commencement  of  hoftilitics  ?     Immcnfe  fums  have  been,  and 
are  10  be,  paid  to  our  allies  ;  and  I  believe  no  man  in  this  Houfe, 
or  in  the  country,  thinks  ferioufly  that  they  have  afcrded  us  cordial 
co-operation.     A  loan  of  24  millions,  a  loan  the  moft  extraordi- 
nary and  gigantic,  has  been  contracted  for  in  a  moft  extraordinary 
manner. 

This,  Gentlemen,  is  the  profpcS  which  rifes  to  your  view,  ^^111 
you  look  at  it  with  apathy,  or  will  you  roufe  yourfclves  from  the  fatal 
delufion  into  which,  by  innumerable  artifices,  you  have  been  hur- 
ried ?  Let  another  falfe  alarm  be  excited  ;  let  another  dofe  of  Mi- 
niftcrial  confidence  be  fwallowed,  and  your  fortunes,  your  families, 
your  diftindlions,  your  form  of  government,  fo  long  cherifhcd  and 
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revered,  nay,  jBour  liberty  itfelf,  will  be  overwheltncd  in  undtfdn* 
gui(hcd  and  inevitable  ruin* 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  diat,  he  rofe  to  make  a  motion,  that  the 
Chairman  ihould  now  leave  the  Chair  and  report  prpgreiis.  Tho 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  a  few  days  (ince  given  notice  of  his 
intention  to  bring  forward  the  difcuflion  of  a  plan,  for  the  more 
effectual  manning  of  the  navy.  He  was  of  opinion  that  this  objeft 
ought  to  fuperfede  all  other  confiderations,  and  that  if  poflible  20,000 
men  fhoiild  be  added  to  the  1 00,000  already  voted  for  the  fea-fer* 
vice.  He  conlidcred  exertions  in  this  way  as  likely  to  be  much  ' 
more  beneficial  to  the  country,  than  any  that  could  be  made  by  in- 
creaiing  the  number  of  our  land  forces.  The  refources  of  the  coun- 
try were  great,  but  not  inexhauftible  ;  he  did  not  believe  that  they 
were  yet  nearly  exhaui^ed  ;  but  there  was,  in  his  0[Hnion>  a  certain 
limit  beyond  which  we  could  neither  raifc  men  nor  money.  Om 
laft  ftakc  ought  to  be  employed  as  beneficially  as  poflfible.  If  aiqr 
one  controverted  the  propofition  that  the  country  was  approaching  to 
its  laft  ftake,  he  would  nnention  one  or  two  fa£ls  ;  he  had  the  ciir 
riofity  to  infpefl  fome  of  the  newly- raifed  regiments,  and  found  them 
compofed  of  men  between  70  and  80,  and  boys  of  12  and  13  ; 
there  was  a  man  in  his  neighbourhood,  who  had  ten  years  fincc 
been  difcharged  as  unfit  for  the  fcrvice,  and  who  was  lately  enlifted» 
at  a  txninty  of  fevcn  guineas.  He  concluded  with  making  his 
motion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  did  not  think,  with  the  laft 
honourable  fpeakcr,  that  vigorous  exertions  for  the  army  at  all 
impeded  thofe  that  ought  to  be  made  for  the  fervice  of  the  navy* 
On  the  contrary,  they  had  always  been  found  to  go  hand  in  hand, 
and  in  looking  to  former  wars,  it  would  appear  that  we  had  been 
moft  powerful  by  land.  '  The  prefent  refolution,  then,  f6  far  book 
tending  to  detraud  the  navy,  ought  to  be  confidered  as  having  an 
entirely  contrary  efFed.  Is  it  then  to  be  urged  that  we  are  come  to 
fach  a  fituaribn,  that  if  we  vote  this  number  of  men  for  the  army, 
wc  (hall  not  be  able  to  provide  for  the  naval  fervice  ?  The  honour* 
able  gentleman  has  admitted  rhat  our  refources  are  dill  great.  If  it 
be  fai  i  that  we  ought  to  look  to  our  lad  ftake — that  laft  ftake  is 
certainly  involved  in  the  ultimate  iflue  of  the  prefent  conteft.  Wc 
can  only,  in  the  prefent  moment,  approach  to  that  exhauftcd  fitua- 
tion  by  a  bafe  timidity,  a  contemptible  imbecility,  which  would 
induce  us  to  abandon  the  obje£t  of  our  exertions,  and  would  prove 
us  unworthy  of  the  blcflings  we  enjoy.  He  then  argued,  that  though 
the  war,  which  it  had  lately  been  the  faftiion  to  term  dilgntceful, 
bad  b^oi  attended  with  heavy  aad  fcvext  prellurQ,  ftill  our  refources 
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had  increafol  beyond  the  proportion  of  our  expenccs,  9nd  diat,   as 
far  as  it  related  to  the  internal  ftatc  of  the  countr}',  to  its  commerce 
and  its  credit,  and  to  the  means  of  recruiting  the  army  and  the  navy, 
never  wa$  there  any  war  in  which  the  afpcct  of  affairs,  after  two 
years  of  hoftility,  was  fo  profperous  and  encouragit^,  and  in  whrch 
fuch  great  exertions  had  been  made  within  fo  fliort  a   fpacc.     We 
were  yet,  he  truftcd,  neither  deficient  in  the  means  nor  in  the  fpirit 
neceffary  for  a  vigorous  profccution  of  the  war.     Being  convinced 
then  that  to  put  the  army  on  a  refpe6lable  footing,  was  the  beft  nr^c- 
thod  to  render  our  naval  fuperiority  more  fecurc,  and  to  give  cScA 
to  our  naval  exertions,  he  would  rather  A'ote  the  rcfolution  imme- 
diately, than,  by  deferring  it,  rifk  the  fmalleft  chance  of  difcouragir^ 
the  public  fpirit.     And  in  this  determination,  he  was  the  more 
confirmed,  as  whatever  wifhes  miglit  be  entertained  with  rcTped 
to  negocir.tion,  all  quarters  had  agreed  on  the  ntceffiri' of  keeping 
on  foot  a  great  and  powerful  force — a  neccflity,  furely,  which  it 
would  not  be  contt  nded,  that  any  thing  which  lately  had  occurred, 
had,  in  the  fmalleft  degree,  tended  to  diminifh. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  had 
the  good  fortune  to  be  minifter  of  this  countrj'  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Anne,  when  we  had,,  by  the  wifdomof  our  meafurcs,  gained  fuch 
military  reputation,  and  which,  he  hoped,  wc  fliould  never  lofe ; 
if  he  had  been  Minifter,  as  his  father  was,  at  the  end  of  what  wc 
gancrally  called  the  feven-vears  war  ;  if  he  had  the  reputation  which 
his  father  had,  for  fecurin^  North  America  to  this  country  for  a 
time  ;  if  he  had  gained  in  proportion  as  he  had  loft  ;  if  he  had  ac- 
quired as  much  glory  by  his  political  conduA  as  he  had  entailed 
upon  himfelf  disgrace,  he  fhould  then,  Mr,  Fox  faid,  have  had 
fomc  doubt  whether  the  ftile  and  tone  of  the  Minifter  could  have 
been  juftified :  prudent  it  could  not  be  in  any  man,  at  any  rime, 
under  any  circumftances  ;  but  what  would  the  Houfe  think,  and 
what  would  the  people  feel,  when  they  found  fuch  a  man  coming 
forward  under  fuch  circumftances  ?     What  was  to  be  faid  of  a 
Minifter  who  afked,  and  that  with  a  tone  of  authority,  for  the 
confidence  of  the  Houfe  in  this  profccution  of  the  war  ?     A  Mi- 
nifter who  had  been  fo  unfortunate,  at  leaft,  as  to  fee  every  one  of 
his  prediiSions  rcvcrfed  by  events  ;  who  had  year  after  year,  regu- 
larly and  conftantly,  purfucd  meafures  the  moft  wild,  extravagant 
and  dangerous,  which  experience  taught  us  to  be  fo,  and  which  had 
brought  us  into  a  fituation  which,  in  point  of  real  calamity,  was, 
perhaps,  never  equalled  in  tliis  country  at  any  former  period. — That 
fuch  a  Minifter  could  have  the  hardihood  to  afk  for  anv  confidence 
was  aftonifhing ;  it  was  adding  an  infult  to  our  injuries.     It  was 
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telling  us  that  what  the  country  fiiffercd  he  regarded  not.  What  , 
defeat,  difgrace,  or  difafler  befel  us,  he  minded  not^;  for^  diat 
under  them  all,  his  fpirit  remained  unbroken  ;  nor  was.  he  content 
with  this,  for  he  afieded  to  caft  ridicule  on  thofe  who  oppofed  the 
var,  by  faying  that  it  was  the  fafhion  with  them  to  call  this  war 
calamitous  and  difgraceful—  now  he  fliould  be  glad  to  know,  if  it  was 
the  faftiion,  who  was  the  cairfe  of  it  t  Would  the  Minifter  deny 
any  one  of  the  ftatcments  that  were  made  of  the  difa(^rous  events  by 
which  the  war  had  been  fo  unhappily  diftinguifhed  ?  Woild  he 
deny  that  the  objed  for  which  the  war  was  undertaken  on  our  part 
was  loft.?  Would  he  deny  that  we  had  not  met  with  diiappoint- 
nnents  and  defeats,  misfortunes  and  difafters,  which  were  unequalled 
in  the  hiftury  of  the  wctW  ?  Would  the  Minifter  (hew  one  event 
in  the  whole  courfc  of  the  prefent  winter  that  could  be  conftrucd  in 
our  favour  i  Not  a  week  paffcd  without  producing  a  gazette  givii^ 
ibmc  account  of  our  misfortune  ;  this  was  the  cafe  from  time  to 
time  until  Flanders  was  entirely  loft,  Holland  now,  perhaps,  pretty 
nearly  fo,  and  a  great  part  of  Spain,  and  alfo  a  confiderable' portion 
of  dur  Weft  India  dominions.  This  was  the  man  who  afkcd  fcr 
the  confidence  of  the  Houfe  in  future,  and  who  affedled  to  treat 
with  levity  the  fcntiments  of  thofe  who  did  their  duty  to  die  public^ 
and  who  faid  what  they  thought,  that  the  prefent  war  was  calamitous 
and  difgraceful.— And  what  was  our  profpeft  at  this  moment  ? 
The  Minifter  faid,  that,  in  feme  fenfe,  this  was  our  laft  fiake. 
What  did  he  mean  by  that  ?  Had  he  the  fame  objeft  now  in  view 
as  he  profefied  to  have  had  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  ? 
Would  he  now  ferioufly  tell  the  Houfe  that  he  had  any  hope  of 
effecting  a  counter-revolution  in  France  ?  Was  not  that  obje<ll  loft 
for  ever  ?  Was  it  not  given  up  by  every  power  in  Europe  but  that 
of  Great  Britain  ?  Had  not  every  one  of  them  virtually,  by  their 
a^ionsy  acknowledged  the  French  Government,  while  we  ftood 
alone  vainly  and  fooliftily  attempting  to  prevent  fuch  a  recognitions 
by  which  we  had  brought  ourfelves  to  the  verge  of  ruin  ?  He  re- 
membered how  the  Minifter,  fome  time  ago,  ufed  to  anfwer  fome 
dbjoSdoas  that  were  made  to  his  adminiftration  :  he  afFeded,  with 
a  manner  that  was  half  modeft  and  half  afiuming,  to  fay  that, 
with  all  defedt  that  might  be  uiged  asainft  the  conduiSt  of  the  Go- 
vrmiarnr,  the  country  was  in  a  profperous  condition.  Little  merit 
as  there  m^t  be  in  fuch  a  declaration,  when  urged  by  way  of  ar- 
gument, yet  it  taught  us  to  refledt  on  our  condition  now,  and  to 
make  us  feel  that  if  any  merit  of  the  Minifter  had  brought  us  to  a 
ftatc  of  profperity,  there  muft  be  fome  fault  in  the  fame  perfon  who 
has  brought  us  to  the  verge  of  ruin.    -He  remembered,  he  faid. 
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die  calamides  of  the  American  war,  and,  at  the  time,  he  thought 
them  great,  but  now,  when  he  compared  them  with  the  calamities 
of  this  war,  they  funk  into  trifles.  He  then  faid  that  Miniftcrs 
were  to  blame  ;  fuch  appeared  to  be  the  general  opinion,  and  Lord 
Geoige  Sackville  and  Lord  Sandwich  were  removed :  fomething 
of  this  kind  was  the  cafe  with  tegard  to  the  late  fiHV  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  but  that  was  not  the  cafe  with  refped  to  the  Minifter  at 
war,  but  on  the  contrary,  a  third  Secretary  of  State  was  appointed, 
fisemingly  for  the  purpofc  of  keeping  the  condu6t  of  the  war  in  the 
hands  in  which  it  was  before  ;  and  to  the  fame  hands  which  ma- 
nag^  the  laft  glorious  campaign  was  to  be  trudcd  the  care  of  the 
iiest ;  and  what  were  the  people  of  the  country  to  exped  from  all 
diis?  The  Miniilers  themfelves,  or  their  friends,  continually 
told  us,  that  the  Britifh  arms  had  been  well  condu<Sted  ;  if  fo,  our 
hopes  mufl  be  at  an  end  ;  for,  with  all  the  advantage  of  fudi  good 
oondu^t,  the  refult  to  us  had  been  only  calamity  and  difgrace.— • 
By  whofe  fault  we  had  been  brought  into  this  iituadon  was  not  a 
matter  of  the  fame  importance  as  the  queflion.  What  nocans  we 
fliould  purfue  in  future  ?  He,  for  one,  was  ready  to  declare,  that 
all  the  blame  appeared  to  him  to  be  applicable  to  Miniftcrs  ;  for, 
if  Minifters  were  accufed,  and  fome  General,  or  any  other  Officer, 
was  to  blame  in  the  condud  of  the  war,  it  was  an  ea(y  thir^  for 
Minifters  to  fay  fo ;  but  if,  with-  brave  troops,  gpod  Generals, 
£uthful  allies,  and  good  condud^,  this  was  our  (ituation,  there  re- 
mained, with  refpedl  to  the  profecution  of  the  war,  nothing  but 
complete  defpair.  Having  faid  this,  he  came  to  take  qotice  of  the 
fituation  of  our  troops  in  Holland.  Whether  the  Dutch  entered 
into  negociation  with  the  French  widi  or  without  our  knowledge, 
was  a  matter  that  muft  be  explained  hereafter ;  but  when  we  knew 
that  fuch  was  the  cafe,  it  was  the  duty  of  Minifters  to  take  care  diat 
the  Britiih  troops  (hould  not  be  left  ip  a  iituatbn  where  they  mi^t 
be  facrificed :  the  beft  thing  that  could  be  done  in  that  cafe,  was  to 
give  the  army  as  good  winter  quarters  as  could  be  provided,  and  as 
fpeedily  as  poiTible  bring  it  back  to  England.  With  regard  to  the 
cfftA  of  the  propofed  vote^  he  was  one  of  thofe  who  were  willif^ 
to  aflent  to  it  if  neceifary,  provided  that  could  be  done  without 
crippling  the  navy  ;  but  as  it  poflibly  might  have  that  cfft&y  the 
better  way  would  be  to  enquire  into  the  hiSt ;  and  therefore  helboold 
fupport  die  motion  of  his  honourable  Friend,  that  tlie  chairman 
fliould  leave  the  chair,  report  progrefs,  and  afk  leave  to  fit  again. 
The  Minifier  was  £inguine  as  to  the  power  of  this  country  to  rvfe 
money,  and,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  was  fo  alfo ;  but  the  greateft  diffi* 
culty  he  bad  was  about  raifing  the  men,  and  he  was  well  afiurcd 
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that  the  great  bounty  whith  ^as  ^vtt\  to  volunteers  in  the  arm/j 
had  a -bad  efFcft  on  ilhe  fcrvice  of  the  navy.  And  he  was  forry  to 
be  coihpcltcd  to  fay,  that  on  comj)aring  the  preparations  for  this 
with  preparations  for  other  wars,  the  army  had  in  this  much  mote 
than  its  due  proportion,  whcft  contrafted  with  the  navy,  and  there 
never  was  a  war  when  the  exertions  of  this  cduntiy  (hould  be  fo 
much  diredcd  to  the  navy  as  the  prefent ;  and  what  was  every  man 
to  roncludc  ftom  the  vote  which  was  propofcd  to-night,  but  that  we 
were  going  to  fend  thoufands  of  Britifti  troops  out  of  this  country  to 
be  flaughtered  in  Germany,  or  imprifoned  in  France  ?  Was  not 
that  true  ?  Had  not  that  been  the  cafe  in  this  canlpaign  ?  H# 
had  no  intelligence  except  what  the  gazettes  afforded,  from  which 
he  found  the  lofs  of  the  Britiih  troops  to  be  dreadful.  He  hoped 
that  no  more  of  them  were  to  go  to  the  continent,  for  of  the  two 
alternatives,  if  the  one  or  other  muft  be  adopted,  he  would  rather 
that  Englifh  money  (hould  be  fquandered,  than  that  Englifh  men 
ihould  be  flaughtered.  He  then  took  a  fliort  view  of  the  conduit 
of  admlniftration  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and  main* 
tained  that  they  had  purfued  many  meafures  which  were  highly  in- 
jurious to  the  intcrcfts  of  this  country,  and  omitted  many  by  which 
it  mi^t  have  been  highly  benefited ;  and  after  all,  was  it  not 
more  than  a  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons  ought  to  hear,  that  a  mighty 
army  was  to  be  put  under  the  diredion  of  men  who  had  gonefo 
far  towards  the  ruin  of  their  country,  and  who  would  not  give  as 
much  as  an  account  of  their  conduA  ?  What,  he  would  afk  again, 
did  the  Minifter  mean  by  an  affeded  fneer,  that  it  was  the  fadiion 
to  call  this  a  difgraceful  war  ?  Would  he  attempt  to  deny  that 
aflertion  ?  Would  he  fay  it  was  not  difaftrous,  calamitous,  and 
diigraceful  ?  Would  he  compare  it  with  any  other  in  which  this 
country  had  ever  been  engaged  ?  Would  he  compare  the  events 
of  it  with  thofe  of  any  other  i  Town  by  town  loft,  army  by  army 
defeated.  Here  Mr.  Fox  entered  into  an  enumeration  of  the  loflcs 
of  Valenciennes,  Conde,  and  the  various  other  places,  until  he 
came  to  the  fete  of  Holland,  in  all  which  he  faw  nothing  on  the 
part  of  our  adminiftration  but  arrogance  and  incapacity.  He  did 
not  wi(h  to  iay  any  thing  of  himfelf,  but  he  had  no  doubt  that  if 
his  oounfel  had  been  followed,  even  a  long  time  after  the  war  had 
comiBcnced,  we  might  ft&l  have  faved  Holland.  Was  he  to  be  told 
it  was  thcfefliion  to  call  this  a  difgraceful  war  ?  it  was  the  fafhion 
with  him  to  fay  what  he  knew,  and  it  ought  to  be  the  feihion  v^ith 
the  people  to  exprefs  what  they  felt.  With  regard  to  the  finances 
and  refources  of  this  country,  he  admitted  them  to  be  great,  but 
he  defired  it  to  be  remembered  alfo^  that  the  debt  which  we  olrcadf 
Vol,  XL:  F  f 
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owe  was  extremely  great,  and  if  we  pfocieeded  ihuch  £urdier  in  diis 
.  tuinous  war,  it  might  come  to  be  a  queAiony  what  were  the  re- 
fourccs  by  which  we  might  pay  off  the  intereft  of  our  debt  and 
fupport  the  Government.    This  war  had  deejJy  afie6led,  even  our 
fcfources  already.     It  had  afFedied  our  manuiadhires  in  a  very  con« 
iiderable  d^ree ;  if  the   Minifler  doubted  it,  a  gentleman  (Mr. 
Windham)  would  give  him  fome  information  from  his  conflituents, 
upon  that  fubje£l ;  but  if  that  was  the  cafe  with  regard  to  our  own 
manufadures,  before  we  loft  Holland  as  an  ally  and  a  cufiomcry 
what  was  to  be  the  cafe  now,  that  Holland  had  got  in  the  hands  of 
the  French  ?     He  had  heard  it  faid  tliat  the  credit  of  the  two 
countries  was  infeparably  blended,  that  in  particular  the  bank  of 
England  and  the  bank  of  AmAerdam,  were,  in  point  of  concern 
,ta  us,  one  and  the  fame  thing  ;  this  was  the  language  held  out  in 
order  to  get  us  into  this  war ;  he  admitted  it  was  not  ufed  by  the 
Minifters,  but  they  allfufiered  it  to  have  its  weight  at  the  time  it 
was  uttered  ;  they  faid  nothing  to  ihew  the  fallacy  of  it.     If,  on 
the  other  hand^  there  be  no  fallacy  in  it,  what  was  the  fituation  of 
.Amfterdam,  and  confequently  the  fituation  of  this  xx)untry,  at  diis 
ver)'^  moment  ?     He  was  fure  he  did  not  know ;  and  he  was  afraid 
the  Minificr  did  not  know.     He  was  afraid,  too,  that  the  Dutch 
would  be  of  opinion,  that  our  excefllive  frienddiip,  our  great  good- 
.will,  had  been  the  caufe  of  their  ruin.     Indeed  there  was  too  much 
reafon  to  fufpedt  that  this  was  true,  with  regard  to  the  Dutdi;  but, 
as  to  ourfelves,  we  were  in  a  fimilar  fituation— we  were  the  only 
power  in  Europe  who  refufed  to  acknowledge  the  prefcnt  Govern- 
ment of  France  ;  all  the  other  had  virtually  done  fo.     We  were 
now  about  to  perfuade  the  Emperor,  by  means  of  fix  millions  of 
money,  to  pretend  to  change  his  Ofunion  upon  that  fubjed,  after 
we  had  tried  all  other  in  vain  upon  the  £une  occafion.     Good  God! 
that  a  Minifter  who  had  brought  us  into  this  calamitous  and  dif-^ 
graceful  fituation  (hould  come  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
expedl  confidence  as  to  his  future  operations  I  Still  more  deplorable 
it  was  that  there  (hould  be  a  Houfe  of  Conunons  who  would  hear 
fuch  a  propofitioh  ;  in  this  there  appeared  to  him  to  be  ibmething 
fadly  inaufpicious  and  alarmingly  ominous.     The  Dut}*^  of  the  MU 
nifier  was  to  come  to  that  Houfe,  and  to  exprefs  himfcif  only  in 
tones  of  forrow  and  contridon  ;  and  the  duty  of  the  Houfe,  in  hb 
opinion,  after  what  they  heard  from  the  Minifier,  was  to  exprefs 
their  ind%nation  at  his  arrogance.     He  concluded  with  bbfcrving, 
that  he  ihould  not  have  entered  fo  much  into  the  various  pmnts  he 
had  infified  on  to-night,  if  die  Minificr  had  not,  by  tits  manner  of 
treating  thi^  queftioDi  treated  that  Houfe  and  the  people  of  tfaiv 
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country  with  lb  great  contempt ;  for  what  was  it  but  contempt  to 
treat  with  feverity,  complaints  againft  a  war  which  was  the  moft 
calamitous  in  which  this  country  was  ever  engaged  r 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  manner  in  which  Mr, 
Fox  had  treated  the  obfervations  which  had  fallejn  from  him  muft 
have  ftruck  every  gentleman  in  fuch  a  manner,  ^  that  they  muft 
have  anticipated  the  refledions  which  he  was  about  to  offer  to  the 
confideration  of  the  houfe.  So  grofs  and  evident  a  perverfion  of 
cvety  thing  he  had  advanced,  it  was  his  firm  perfuafion  that  no  one 
had  ever  uttered.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  begun  with 
iapng  that  confidence  had  been  called  for  by  him  (Mr.  Pitt)  in  ad^ 
i^iniih^tion,  and  had  inquired,  with  an  air  of  infulting  triumphy 
what  ground  of  confidence  could  be  dated  by  his  Majefty's  minifle|*6 
of  fulficient  force,  after  what  he  termed  the  difgraces  and  difaftere 
which  the  country  had  fufFcred  under  their  adminifbation,  to  in- 
duce the  public  to  put  that  truft  in  them  which  they  demanded  ? 
The  fadt  was,  howefer,  that  not  one  fyllable  had  been  advanced  on 
the  fubjedl  of  fuch  confidence  :  how  far  there  were  grounds  for  ai 
juft  and  conftitutional  confidence  in  miniflers,  was  a  ^eflion  of  a 
difierent  nature,  and  which  he  was  ready  to  argue,  whenever  any 
occafion  fliould  call  for  it.  The  confidence  which  he  has  meii- 
ticxied  was  of  a  different  kind  from  that  to  which  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  alluded:  it  was  a  confidence  which  he  fhould 
be  afhamed  not  to  feel,  whatever  might  be  die  ardjiious  iituaticm  in: 
which  he  himfelf  might  be  placed  j  however  dl&fhous  the  ftate  of 
the  nation  might  appear ;  it  was  a  confidence  in  the  refources  of 
the  country,  itfelf,  a  confidence  in  the  perfeverance.and  fpirit  of  its 
inhabitants.  What  fhame,  (aid  he,  can  pofTibly  attach  to  any 
man  for  exprefling  a  proper  and  firm  reliance  on  the  fpirit  and  per- 
fevcrance  of  the  people,  and  their  attachment  to  their  conftitution  I 
Gentlemen  were  not,  as  had  been  afTerted,  called  00  by  him  to  rely 
on  the  merits  of  adminiftration,  but  on  the  refources  and  credit  of 
the  country,  the  zeal  and  vigour  of  the  people.  Although  the  con- 
teit  in  which  we  were  engaged  was  truly  faid  to  be  the  mod  important 
and  extcnGvc  of  any  in  which  we  had  ever  been  engaged ;  yet  it 
was  equally  true,  tliat  the  refources  of  this  country,  to  enable  it  to 
fupport  diat  corned,  were  at  lead  increafed  in  an  equal  proportion. 
Was  there  then  any  thing  arrogant  or  prcfumptuous  in  expreffing 
confidence  in  thofe  refources,  or  reliance  on  the  people,  that  they 
would  dill  continue  to  make  exertions  proportionate  to  the  means 
they  poifefTed  ?  The  mifreprcfentation  of  die  right  honoijrable  gentk- 
nun  could  only  be  confidcred  a^  an  attempt  to  deceive  and  delude  the 
people,  and  not  a  fair  appeal  to  the  manly  feelings  pf  a  great  an4 
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generous  nation.  It  was  an  attempt,  unworthy  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  to  fetter  the  country  in  their  exertions  againft  their  ene- 
mies, at  the  fame  moment  that  he  (Mr.  Fox)  had  pledged  himfelf 
folemnly  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  greateft  exertions  were  neceflary 
for  carrying  on  the  conteft.     The  next  point  in  which  that  right  hxy 
nourable  gentleman  had  mifreprefented  him  was  with  refpe<5t  to  Ac 
levity  which  had  been  afcribed  to  him  when  fpeaking  of  the  misfijr- 
tuncs  which  the  country  had  endured  fince  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  and  in  the  lad  campaign.  The  tone  of  exultation  which  that 
Tight  honourable  gentleman  had  ufed  when  fpeaking  with  an  effcdcd 
concern  for  thofe  misfortunes,  he  thought  much  more  likely  to  give 
offence..  What  levity,  however,  was  there  ufed  ?     He  did  not  deny 
that  events,  which  he  lamented  as  much  as  any  one,  had  occurred  ; 
nor  did  he  attempt  to  under-rate  the    misfortunes  which  had  un- 
doubtedly happened  during  the  war.     He  certainly  felt  the  dtfafters 
of  the  war,  firft,  as  effecting  other  powers,  then  affefting  us  by  our 
general  fituation  with  refped  to  Europe,  and  diofc  with  whom  wc 
are  more  efpecially  connefled ;  but  liciore  particularly  as  affcding 
our  own  immediate  profperity,  and    impeding  the  profped  of  our 
own  tranquillity  ;  but  notwithftanding  all  this,  he  (hould  (till  ftate, 
what  no  clamour,  however  loud,  however  boifterous,  could  prc\*cnt 
him  from  dating,  that  while  he  faw  refources,  fuch  as  thefc  were, 
in  the  country,  it  would  ftill  be  wife  and  prudent  to  cany  on  the 
war,  in  fpite  of  the  diftrefs  and  misfortune  which  had  attended  it. 
He  hoped  he  knew  how  to  feel  the  miferies  and  calamities  we  had 
'endured;  that  he  knew  how  to  feel  alarm,  unaccompanied  vfith 
defpair  ;  and  to  exprefs  the  language  of  firm  and  unabated  refolu- 
tion,  in  the  midft  of  a  trying  and  difficult  (ituation.    ,  With  refped 
to  his  ufc  of  the  term  fajhion,  he  had  been  much  mifreprefented. 
He  did  not  mean  to  deny,  by  that  mode  of  fpeaking,  the  difaftcrs 
which  had  taken  place  on  the  continent,  b,ut  to  (how  that  gcnric- 
men  had  been  too  eager  to  magnify  thofe  difafters,  and  to  forctcl 
the  confequences  that  might  cnfue.     He  wifticd  them  to  recoiled 
that  many  powers  engaged  in  this  war  had  been  reduced  in  fcnncr 
times  to  the  greateft  ftraits  and  extremities  ;  but  had  gained  great  and 
immediate  applaufe  ior  their  magnanimity  in  ftru^ling  with  their 
difficulties ;  and  the  fubfequcnt  approbation  of  wife  and  prudent 
men,  who  faw  them  ultimately  fuccced   by  their  magnaiumity* 
What  he  wiihed  to  reprobate  was  the  iaihion  of  indifcriminately 
fpeaking  of  every  part  of  the  war  as  uniformly  difa&DUs,  and,  to- 
night as  being  uniformly  difgraccful-  The  right  honourable  gentleman, 
he  faid,  had  affumed  this  difgrace,  but  knew  not  where  it  ought  ta 
fall ;  firft  he  fixed  it  on  miniftcrs^  and  then,  which  did  not  appear 
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remarkably  candid  or  generous  in  him,  he  wilhed  them  to  give  a 
ihare  of  it  to  the  generals  and  officers  who  had  had  the  condud  of 
the  war.     It  was  not  ju(l>  either  in  the  firft  inftance,  to  take  it.  for 
granted  miniilers  were  guilty,  nor  afterwards  to  defire  them  to  ftiift 
off  the  blame  from  themfelvcs.     He,  however,  was  very  happy  in 
ftating,  that  not  only  this  had  not  been  a  difgracjeful  war,  but  that 
the  reputation  of  the  country  never  ftood  higher  ;  for,  both  in  fuo- 
cefs  and  adverfity,  its  armies  had  (hown  the  moft  unexampled  cou« 
rage  and  fortitude  ;  and  that  in  every  refpedt,  as  far  as  concerned 
our  military  operations,  this  would  be  found  to  be  one  of  the  mod 
honourable  and  brilliant  periods  in  the  hiftory  of  the  nation.  What- 
ever might  have  been  the  preffure  as  to  immediate  apprehenfion,  yet 
experience  would  prove,  that  the  balance  was  in  our  favour.     He 
dcfired  the  Houfe  to  look  at  our  fuccefTes  by  fea  and  the  Weft  Indies, 
and  to  examine  the  effcfl  which  thefe  advantages  had  had  on  our 
internal  fituation.     A(k  any  man,  he  proceeded,  ^ho  dwells  with 
real,  but  without  a  concealed  joy,  on  the  misfortunes  we  have  fuf- 
fcrcd,  whether  it  has  not  been  the  faftiion  uniformly  to  apply  the 
term  difafter  to  every  a£tion  during  the  war  ?     One  remark  ho 
Iheuld  make  on  this  topic,  that  if  the  whole  were  true,  yet  it  would 
form  no  argument  on  the  prefent  occalion  ;  it  might,   perhaps,  be 
regular  to  introduce  it,  becaufe  there  was  fcarcely  any  occalion  in 
which  inventive  againft  adminiftration  might  not  be  eafily  introduc- 
ed in  fome  (hape  or  other.    If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  were 
fcrious  in  fuppofing,  that  in  every  inftance  mifcondudl  was  manU 
feft  ;  that  there  had  been  no  event,  which  had  not  been  difaftrout 
and  difgraceful  to  this  country  ;  that  all  our  operations  were  the 
fruits  of  folly  and  ignorance  ;  and  that  all  thefe  charges  were  to 
be  laid  to  the  account  of  government— he  ought,  at  leaft,  to  deal 
fairly.     Could  he  believe  that  the  confequence  from  his  premife$ 
was,  that  we  were  to  have  no  army  r  Or,  were  we  to  abandon  the 
war,  becauf<  Holland  was  loft  ?  or,  becaufe  thwarted  in  fome  of 
our  objeds,  were  we  to  omit  the  beft  means  of  defence,  viz.  the 
means  of  ofience  ? 

If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  believed  all  he  had  advanced,  the 
only  way  to  remedy  it  would  be  by  petitioning  his  Majefty  to  dif- 
miishis  minifters ;  why  did  not  the  right  honourable  gentleman  aftert 
this  openly  i  He,  of  all  men  in  the  country,  had  the  leaft  need 
of  any  delicacy  on  the  fubjed.  If  he  could  prove  that  his  Majefty '• 
minifters  were  incapable  of  conducting  thofe  aftairs  with  which  they 
were  charged,  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  fuccefs  would  follow  the 
endeavour  to  procure  their  difmiftion ;  but  this  would  not  carry 
with  it  the  confcqucncQ^    hfiX  he  (^Ir.  Fox)  coyild  be  introducecl 
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himfelf  into  his  Miyefty's  council :  for  if  he  did  not  convince  the 
country  that  the  war  was  inconliftcnt  with  their  intercft,  and  ^'ould 
be  ruinous  to  the  intercft  and  liappincfs  of  .the  people  ;  if  he  did 
not  fatisfy  them  that  it  would  be  more  proper  for  them  to  mak*^  a 
peace  with  the  exifting  government  of  France,  though  ho  might 
facceed  in  the  i-emoval,  yet  he  himfelf  would  not  have  the  condu<£l 
of  a3Mrs.  As  to  the  points  of  mifconduft,  the  firft  alluded  to  was 
tlio  expedition  of  Sir  John  Jervis  to  the  Weft  ludics.  It  had  beca 
aifcrtcd  on  the  other  fide,  that  the  number  of  men  was  not  fufE- 
cient ;  that,  at  firft,  1 0,000  were  promifcd,  but  that  a  great  num- 
ber had  been  ftolen  by  government.  It  was  highly  abfurd  to  ufc 
fuch  language  ;  for  no  man  could  conceive,  that  where  circumftanre« 
called  for  an  employment  of  forces  different  to  their  original  dcfti- 
nation,  that  government  had  not  the  right  of  altering  their  iirft  de- 
termination. The  force,  hcHvevcr,  had  been  decided  by  the  event 
to  be  fufKcicnt,  as  all  the  fervicc  had  been  done  which  at  any  time 
was  in  tiie  contcmplari  >n  of  Government,  He  was  as  ready  as  any 
man  to  allow  that  an  incre.ifo  of  merit  fhould  be  attributed  to  the 
commanders  ;  but  this  mult  be  faid,  that  great  exertions  had  been 
made  to  fupply  that  army,  which  had  been  ictardcd  by  unfortunate 
circumftanccs,  which,  hov/cver,  were  as  much  to  be  imputed  to 
Minifters,  as  the  froft  which  had  opened  the  paiTage  to  Holland. 
With  refpcdl  to  the  dilemma,  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  attempted  to  drag  Mini  iters  into  rcfpeding  the  condudl  of  the 
war,  it  was  certainly  very  ingenious.  When,  however,  he  put  the  cafes 
of  the  good  or  bad  conduct  of  our  allies  or  our  officers,  te  (hould 
have  been  aware,  th.U  it  is  not  fair  to  (btc  extreme  cafes  ;  for  was 
there  nothing  intermediate  between  the  complete  and  prccifc  fidelity 
and  good  condud  of  our  allies,  and  a  total  and  full  dcfertion  of  every 
principle  of  faith  and  honour  ?  And  was  there  no  medium  between 
the  extreme  of  difalkr  and  misfortanc,  and  that  of  complete  fuc- 
cefe  ?  Notwithftanding  many  adverfo  accidents  had  brought  on  a 
feries  of  calamities,  yet  tliey  did  not  dcftroy  all  hopes  of  fucccfs,  or 
at  lead  of  making  a  ftand  againft  tlipfe  calamhies.  Would  any 
one  fay  tiiat  it  was  not  bcttpr  to  rcfift'  and  oppofe  them,  than  tamely 
to  fubmir,  without  making  any  ftand  at  all  ?  It  muft  be  admitted, 
he  f:iid,  tliat  fome  of  our  allies  had  not  aclcd  pcrfedWy  as  we  had  a 
right  to  eyi[)cc\  ;  and  one,  he  was  forry  to  fay,  whofe  fail  we  had  to 
deplore,  perhaps  came  under  that  dcfcription  ;  but  he  (hould  forbear 
to/ay  any  thing  with  refj^cl  to  that  power,  bfcaufe  all  we  now 
could  do  for  it  was  to  lament  its  calamities.  'But  would  any  one 
fay  we  had  ix)t  fet  tliem  a  great  example  of  vigour  in  our  operations, 
and  of  a  fte^dy  ^rforfiicincc  pf  Qur  cngsj^cmcnt^  r   ^\d  though  it 
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muft  be  faid  with  regret,  that  wc  had  not  been  completely  facccfs- 
ful,  yet  we  had  the  fatisfaclion  of  ufing  every  effort  to  avoid  tliat 
deftru(5lion|  which  otherwifc  muft  have  been  accelerated  by  two 
years. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  had,  with  great  incnnflflcncy,  im- 
puted to  Adminiftration,  firll,  that  they  had  not  recalled  their  ar- 
mies home  the  minute  Holland  (hould  (hew  a  difpofitioh  to  make 
peace.  Did  the  right  honourable  gentleman  mean  this  as  a  fpecimen 
of  the  manner  in  which  iie  would  treat  an  ally  r  Would  he  leave 
them  defcneelefs  to  ncgociatc  with  a  vid^orious  etien  y  ?  Would  he 
have  advifcd  us  to  withdraw,  while  the  frontier  was  defenfiblc,  and 
when  there  was  every  rcifon  to  believe,  that  if  the  i'eafon  (hould  be 
as  they  ufually  are  in  that  country,  they  would  have  gained  their 
object,  in  keeping  the  enemy  from  tbe  accompHdiment  of  their  dc- 
figns  on  Holland  r  The  hand  of  God  had  rendered  the  feafon 
unufually  fcvcrc,  and  had  thereby  thwarted  their  defigns,  and  given 
the  opportunity  to  the  enemy  of  completing  (heir  purpofes.  The 
valour  and  fortitude  of  our  troops  had  enabled  Minifters  to  follow 
that  line  of  condud  which  was  proper ;  tliey  had  done  every  thing 
.to  fave  Holland,  and  the  lofs  of  it  could  not  be  imputed  to  them  as 
a  crime ;  fince  all  their  efforts  would  have  been  cfFefiual,  if  the 
feafon  had  not  been  unufually  rigorous.  To  have  abandoned  Hol- 
land, therefore,  at  the  time  recommended  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  would  have  been  diihonourable  and  impolitic.  He  had 
been  induced  to  make  thefe  obfervations,  becaufc  he  could  not  fufller 
the  mifreprefentations  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  pafs  un- 
noticed ;  though  he  could. not  fee  that  the  queftion  before  the  Houfe 
at  all  involved  in  it  the  queftion  of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  Ad- 
miniftration. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  it  was  neceffary  for  him,  after  what  they 
had  juft  heard,  to  enter  intofome  explanation  of  what  he  had  for- 
merly fpoken,  at  leaft  upon  one  or  two  points.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  complained  much  of  liaving  been  mifreprefented.  Whe- 
ther there  was  moft.mifrcprcfcntation  in  what  he  had  faid,  or  in  what 
fell  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  he  would  leave  entirely 
to  the  Houfe,  who  had  fo  many  opportunirics  of  knowing  how  much 
he  was  inclined  to  mifreprcfcnt  objqdls  of  difcuflion  there  or  other- 
wifc. Nothing  could  certainly  be  a  greater  pcrvcrfion  of  meaning, 
than  the  manner  in  which  the  right  honourable  gcnricman  liad  ex- 
plained the  ufe  he  had  made  of  the  terms  calamitous>  difaftrous,  and 
<ii%racefuly  as  applied  to  the  war  :  as  to  the  two  firft,  he  believed 
there  was  nobody  in  or  out  of  that  Houfc  could  deny  that  tliey  were 
Rj^Ucable  to  tlic  whole  of  the  war,  from  its  firft  beginning  and 
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continuance,  down  to  the  mod  unfortunate  (ituation  in  \¥hieh  this 
country  was  now  placed  ;  and  as  to  the  word  dffgrace^  he  had  no 
hefltation  in  declaring  that  he  meant  to  apply  it  folcly  to  the  conduS 
of  Adminiflration,  and  not  for  a  moment  let  it  be  fuppofed,  as  the 
right  honourable  gentlemanhad  infinuated>  thathe  had  the  moftdiftant 
idea  of  attaching  it  to  the  merits,  the  chara6ters,  or  the  conduS  of 
cither  the  Generals,  the  Officers,  or  the  men,  who  had  been  fo 
dreadfully  employed  in  thofe  fcencs  of  difappointment,  difafier,  and 
calamity,  which,  noti^ithftanding  their  greateft  and  bcft  exertions, 
had  uniformly  followed  the  execution  of  every  one  of  the  miferaUe 
plans  which  Adminiftration  had  adopted  for  the  profecution  of  their 
favourite,  though  ruinous,  war.  As  to  the  merits  of  the  Officen 
and  men,  it  had  often  been  his  happinefs  to  have  the  honour  of  pay- 
ing the  tributes  of  praife  and  admiration  fo  juftly  due  to  their  va- 
lour, gallantry,  and  exertions  ;  and  though  it  might  be  thought  in 
{bme'  degree  pride  and  vanity  in  him  to  fay  it,  there  certainly  was 
one  reafon,  which,  independent  of  all  others,  mud  induce  him  to 
be  partial  to  their  condud ;  he  was  nearly  related  to  many  who  had 
been  the  mod  adlive  and  placed  in  the  mod  arduous  (ituations  in  this 
war,  and  with  others  he  was  fo  much  connefted  by  the  ties  of  friend- 
(hip  and  good  wifhes,  that  he  certainly  would  derive  no  honour  or 
fatisia£Hon  by  publiftiing  their  difgrace,  even  if  any,  which  he 
would  not  allow  to  be  the  cafe,  had  fallen  to  their  (hare.  It  was 
to  Miniders  only,  therefore,  that  he  attached  thofe  feverc  but  judly- 
camed  epithets  ;  they  had  fully  (hewn  their  imbecility,  by  plungii^ 
the  country  into  the,  war,  and  their  incapacity  ever  fince  to  condud 
it— a  war  which  was,  as  far  as  the  events  had  (hewn,  on  tfieir 
part,  to  be  called  the  mod  calamitous,  difadrous,  and  difgraceful, 
that  this  country  had  ever  feen.  As  to  the  honourable  gentleman** 
obfervations  about  the  country  not  being  at  its  lad  dake  as  to  refources, 
he  would  only  fay,  that  whatever  the  country  might  now  be  difpofed 
to  feel  on  that  head,  it  was  plain  that  the  right  honourable  gendc- 
man,  from  his  words  and  condu£t,  was  near  being  at  an  end,  if  not 
at  the  lad  dake,  of  his  refources.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
called  upon  him  to  move  an  addrcfs  to  His  Majedy  to  difmifs  his 
Miniders  ;  but  that  motion,  from  whatever  quarter  it  might  properly 
come,  depended  more  on  time,  and  on  circumdances,  than  on  the 
haughty  fuggedions  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  Whether  there 
would  be  policy  in  bringing  forward  fuch  a  motion  at  this  time,  he 
was  not  to  argue,  but  at  this  jundure  it  became  his  duty,  and  that 
of  the  Houfe,  to  call  upon  Miniders  for  an  explanation  of  their 
conduft,  before  they  voted  fix  millions  more  of  their  conditucnts' 
money  into  hands  that  had  proved  themfclves  fo  miferably  and  com- 
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pletely  inadequate  to  the  condud  of  the  war,  and  fo  utterly  unfit  in 
every  refpedt  for  the  truft  and  confidence  fo  repeatedly  a(ked  by  and 
repofcd  in  them.     As  a  Member  of  Parliament,  he  had  a  right  to 
fix  blame  upon  Miniders,  and  to  call  upon  them  at  lead  for  explana- 
tion. One  thing,  indeed,  he  was  glad  to  hear  from  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  and  that  was,  that  when  that  Houfe  fhould  tliink  fit 
to  addrefs  the  King  todifmifs  his  prefent  Minifters,  the  right  honour- 
Ale  gentleman  would  be  ready  to  comply  with  their  wiihes.     His 
happinefs  at  fuch  a  removal  he  might  fairly  ftate,  without  the  lead 
idea  of  being  fufpcfled  that  he  wilhed  to  become  his  fucceflbr,  in 
fuch  a  fituatlon  as  his  mifcondud  had  {^aeed  the  country?     Every 
one  who  knew  him,  muft  be  convi/iced  that  he  had  no  violent  and 
eager  dcfirc  of  ofiice  ;  but  they  muft  think  him  growing  old,  even 
to  dotage,  who  could  poflibly  attribute  to  him  the  ambition  of  car- 
rying on  the  war,  upon  the  principles  adopted  by  the  prefent  Admi- 
ntftration  ;  or  who  would  imagine  that  he  was  eaten  up  with  fo  dia- 
bolical a  fpecies,  as  to  envy  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  his 
fituation.     We  were  now  reduced  to  the  abfurd  fituation  of  appear- 
ing to  all  Europe  to  be  the  only  power  which  refufed  to  attempt  a 
negpdation  with  die  Government  of  France  ;  every  other  Power 
had  virtually  recognized  the  Republic,     He  had  not  th^t  vitiated 
taftc  for  ambition  to  wifli  to  proceed  on  the  foundation  of  the  prefent 
Miniftry  ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  he  would  not   fay,  that  if  the 
Public  thought  that  no  one  was  more  able  or  fitter  to  undertake  the 
condudl  of  afifairs,  or  if  abler  men  ihould  refufe,  that  he  would  not 
undertake  it,  even  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs  ;  he  fliould  think 
it  his  duty,  atjd  fhould  not  hefitate  to  fay,  that  he  imagined  that, 
from  fomc  experience,  he  might  undertake  to  conduct  the  affairs 
with  fomewhat  more  of  propriety  than  the  prefent  Admlniftration. 
But  till  the  Public  thought  with  him,' he  could  not  be  a  ufeful  fer- 
vant,  nor  aft  in  a  manner  agreeable  or  honourable  to  himfelf.     He 
could  not  decide  how  far  a  point  of  honour  might  lead  Minifters  to 
keep  the  troops  in  Holland  ;  but  he  could  fay  nothing  on  this  fub- 
jcd,  till  he  had  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  how  far  good  faith 
had  been  kept  with  that  Republic.     He  did  not  think  much  ftrefs 
could  be  laid  on  the  argument  on  the  firoft,  as  he  did  not  believe  the 
cafe  of  the  unufual  feverity  could  be  made  out  to  the  extent  to  which 
it  had  been  with  fo  much  confidence  ftated.     The  exultation  which 
had  been  attributed  to  him  on  our  misfortunes,  was  a  fubje<Sl  fo  ftale 
that  It  fcarcely  defer ved  notice.     He  had  not  exaggerated  our  cala- 
mities ;  he  had  cxpreffcd  himf  Jf  ftR)ngly,  becaufc  he  felt  (h"ongly 
and  It  would  not  be  juft  or  honourable  in  a  Statefman,  if  he  did  n* 
CRdcav-our  to  reprefeni  to  the  people  their  avSlual  fituation.     In  tt 
Vol.  XL.       -  G  g 
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Amg^ican  war,  the  fame  charge  had  been  brought  againft  him  ;  it 
was  then  faid,  as  now,  that  he  muft  €xult  in  our  misfortunes,  be- 
caufc  he  had  prediftcd  them.  This  was  not  fair  ;  how  were  men 
to  life  their  wifdom,  or  to  apply  their  prudence,  if  not  in  pointing 
out  what  are  likely  to  be  the  confequenccs  of  the  adlions  of  men  en- 
tr^ided  witli  the  guidance  of  State  affairs  r  He  did  not  wifli  to  Iowct 
the  fpirit  of  the  people,  or  to  make  them  dcfpond  ;  but  he  would 
T^arn  them  to  look  at  their  lituation,  and  examine  if  there  were  not 
fome  mode  of  carry  ing  on  the  war  with  fafcty  to  the  nation ;  or  if 
pi^pofals  could  not  be  made,  which  might  produce  the  bleffingsof 
peace,  and  which,  if  attempted,  might  alfo  point  but  the  mode  of 
carrying  on  the  war  with  fuccefs,  if  it  were  neceffary.  He  had  al- 
T^ays  been  averfc  to  thofe  Minifters  who  had  increaibd  the  load  of 
our  national  debt,  and  the  burdens  of  the  taxes ;  he  was  not  forty 
that  he  had  oppofed  Adminiilration,  both  in  the  American  and  pre- 
feat  war  ;  for  this  he  bad  the  confolation  of  having  done  his  duty 
according  to  his  own  confcience ;  and  for  aU  other  fort  of  approba- 
tion, he  left  it  to  the  country  to  do  him  whatever  jufticc  he  wa« 
thought  to  merit.  He  believed  that  Holland  might  have  beco  with 
eafe  prcfcrved,  if  we  had  fhewn  a  difpofition  to  negociate  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war.  Though  he  was  not  one  of  thofe  vilionarics 
,  who  believed  it  pofTible  to  eflablifli  peace,  and  though  he  had  pre- 
joffeffions  in  favour  of  continental  conne£Uons,  yet  he  thought  it 
was  an  hot)our  to  have  been  in  the  minority  on  the  queftion  of  war, 
not  only  on  this  but  many  other  occaflons.  He  aflced  which  were 
the  beA  friends  to  the  country,  thofe  who  attempted  to  conceal  from 
the  people  the  dangers  to  which  they  were  expofed,  or  thofe  who 
ilated  fully  thofe  dangers,  without  inculcating  dcfpondence  r  With 
rcfpedl  to  the  queflion  before  the  Houfe,  it  was  true  that  he  was 
pledged  to  them  to  fupport  an  armament,  but  not  the  diftribution  of 
it  i  he  was  only  pledged  to  the  fupport  of  the  increafe  of  tlic  navy, 
even  if  it  were  neceffary  that  the  army  (hould  be  diminiOied^ 

Mr.  MAURICE  ROBINSON  fupported  the  obfcrvatioos  of 
Mr,  Huffey,  and  with  regard  to  the  loan  to  the  Emperor^  he  adviied 
the  Minifter,  as  a  friend,  not  to  have  any  tiling  to  do  with  it. 

Mr.  Huffey's  motion  was  then  put,  and  negatived  without  a  di- 
vifion. 

Mr,  FOX  wiftied  to  be  informed  by  Minifters,  whether  his  in- 
formation was  corred,  which  led  him  to  believe  that  great  inattention 
and  neglcdl  had  prevailed  in  our  hofpitals  ;  if  this  wzs  fo,  it  was  a 
very  ferious  grievance,  and  demanded  immediate  confidcration.  He 
might,  perhaps,  be  anfwered  on  this  point,  tjiat  they  were  andcr 
better  management  than  thofe  oi^  pur  allies  ;  but  what  he  wanted 
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to  know  was,  whether  they  were  in  the  ftate  which  they  oug^t  to 
be? 

Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  candidly  acknowledged  that  hb 
information  led  him  to  think,  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
that  there  had  been  inattention  and  much  confequcnt  diftrefs  in  the 
cafe  of  the  fick  and  wounded  ;  but  tlicre  being  fo  many  different 
caufes  to  which  this  might  be  afcribed,  he  could  not  pofitively  lay 
Ac  blame  to  any  particular  department-  From  what  he  had  feen 
and  known  on  this  fubjedl,  it  was  his  eameft  wifti  that  every  invcf- 
tigatton  might  take  place,  which  could  tend  to  obviate  thofe  grounds 
of  complaint  which  had  hitherto  prevailed,  jind  regulate  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  hofpitals  properiy  in  future. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  ihted  that  a  very  large  fum  had  been  expended 
for  wine  and  other  medicines  for  the  ufc  of  the  army.  If  that  w^ 
not  explained  to  his  fatisfadion,  he  would,  on  fome  future  day, 
move  for  an  inquiry  into  the  matter,  fuch  as  had  taken  place  in 
1761. 

Mr.  Secretary  WINDHAM  replied,  and  affured  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  it  was  his  wi(h  to  give  the  fuUeft  information  he  could 
obtain  relative  to  that  fubjeA. 

General  FITZPATRICK  aflced  whether  any  eftimate  of  the 
emigrant  corps  were  to  be  given  in  ? 

Mr.  WINDHAM  faid.  Certainly. 

The  original  motion  was  then  put  and  carried  ;  the  remainder 
of  the  rcfolutions  were  then  feverally  voted,  and  the  Houfe  being 
refumed,  ordered  to  be  repotted  to-morrow. 

Thurfday,    2  2d  January* 

Mr.  WIGLEY  moved,  "  That  as  Mr.  Alderman  Curtis  was 
•cfcfcrved  in  his  place,  the  order  of  the  day  for  his  attendance  to- 
morrow, be  difchargcd.*' 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  obferved,  he  was  glad  to  fee  the  Members 
£br  the  city  of  London  attending  their  duty  in  the  Houfe  at  fo  early 
an  hour  ;  but- it  was  a  little  aukward  to  fee  the  motion  for  excuiing 
one  abfcntcc  fecondcd  by  another,  for  the  gentlemen  of  the  city  of 
London  were  abfent  when  the  Houfe  was  called  over  ;  he  did  not 
mean  to  blame  them  for  it,  for  he  believed  they  were  attending 
tficir  duty  in  the  city  at  the  time,  nor  did  he  mean  to  fay  any  thing 
ag^inft  their  having  leave  of  abfence  from  the  Houfe  to-morrow  ; 
for  he  underftood  thcf  would  have  important  bufinefs  on  their  hands 
to-morrow  in  the  city,  and  he  hoped  they  would  employ  their  abi- 
lities in  convincing  their  conftituents  of  the  neceflity  of  their  exert* 
ing  themfelves  t«>  put  an  end  to  this  calamitous  war. 

'      Gg  a 
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The  queflion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

The  fame  motion  >K'as  made  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Alderman  Andei- 
foni  Sir  James  Sanderfon^  Mr.  Alderman  Le  Mefurier,  Sir  Wat- 
kin  LeweSy  and  Mr.  Alderman  NewQham,  as  alfo  for  Lord  Hincb- 
inbroke,  Sir  Benjamin  Hammet^  and  Mr.  Pelham,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  CURWEN  prr.fcntcd  a  petition  on  behalf  of  the  Freemen 
of  the  city  of  Carliflc  ;  fctting  forth.  That  the  petitioners^  deeply 
afFeded  with  the  calamities  of  the  difafbous  war  in  which  this  na- 
tion is  at  prefent  engaged,  without  hope  that  any  of  the  avowed  puc* 
pofes  for  which  it  is  carried  on  can  ever  be  accomplifhed,  and  alarm- 
ed at  the  immenfe  e^cpenditurc  of  public  money,  which  muft  ulti- 
mately render  good  or  ill  fucccfs  in  the  farther  profccution  of  it 
equally  ruinous,  do  mod  carneilly  entreat  the  Houfe  to  adopt  fuch 
meafures  as  may  bring  it  to  a  fpeedy  period,  and  rcftore  the  blellings 
of  peace — bleflings  at  all  times  defirable^  but,  in  the  piefent  cir- 
cumfiances,  eflcntially  neceffary  to  the  public  (ecurity  and  hap^- 
nefs. 

Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Lord  MORPETH  £dd,  he  held  in  his  hand,  what  he  feared  the 
rules  of  the  Houfe  would  not  permit  to  be  laid  on  the  table  ;  it  was 
not,  properly  fpeaking,  a  petition,  although  it  partook  of  the  na- 
ture of  one,  for  it  exprcffcd  the  fentiments  of  fourteen  hundred  pcr- 
fons,  inhabitants  of  Carlifle ;  it  protefted  againft,  and  expreiled 
fentiments  oppoHte  to  thofc  wtuch  were  contained  tn  the  petition 
now  propofcd  to  be  laid  upon  the  table.  He  (hould.  now  read  it  to 
the  Houfe : 

PROTEST  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the   City  and  Naghhourhocd  if 

Carlisle. 

♦«  WHEREAS  certain  Frccivxn  of  the  city  of  Carlittc  have  refoWed 
to  petition  ParliamciU  to  adopt  I'uch  mealures  as  may  bring  the  warm 
which  this  nation  U  now  engaged  to  a  fpeedy  period,  and  have  feat  in- 
ftru£tions  to  the  Reprcfentativcs  of  \h\i  city,  *^  to  aflbciate  for  that  pur- 
pofc  with  any  R\an  or  fct  of-  men  whom  they  can  believe  fincere  in  the 
lame  deiign  ;*'  and  whereas  a  rcquiritionhas  appeared,  fignedbytfaiiteeo 
gentlemen,  approving  of  the  laid  meafures,  and  inviting  the  inhabitants 
at  large  to  join  in  a  fimilar  petition,  to  be  entitled  **'  A  petition  of  ccrtaia 
of  the  principal  inhabitants  of^the  city  and  neighbourhood  of  the  city  of 
Carlifle;''  We,  the  undersigned  inhabitants  of  the  faid  city  andndgh- 
bourhood,  firmly  attached  to  the  King  and  Conflitution,  equally  anxioot 
for  the  re-edabliflimeot  of  an  honourable  peace  as  the  pnitionen,  and 
as  equally  zealous  for  the  interefls  of  our  country,  concetviDg  fuch  ia* 
^  ihru^ions  to  be  improper,  and  being  convinced  that  petitions  of  fuch  a 
nature  at  the  prefent  moment  can  tend  only  to  clog  the  wheeU  of  Co* 
vciumenti  encourage  ihe  common  enemy,  and  procraA  the  attaizuaiAt 
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of  the  very  objc6l  which  they  profcfs  to  adtnncc^  do  thus  folcronly  PROu 
TEST  agninft  the  above  proceedings,  confident  that  the  wifdom  of  the 
Lcgiflature  will  purfue  fuch  roeafurcs  as  may  be  moll  expedient  topro« 
xnoce  the  public  welfare  and  fecure  the  happinefs  of  the  country." 

Signed  by  about  fourteen  hundred  perfons. 

The  perfons  whofe  fignatures  this  Proteft  bore,  were,  to  hi* 
knowledge,  many  of  them  of  the  fir  ft  refpedability  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  manufafturcrs  and  gentlemen  of  great  landed  property. 
They  gave  a  public  tcftimony  of  attachment  to  His  Majcfty  and  the 
odicr  branches  of  the  Lcgiflatdre,  and  to  the  Conftitution,  as  now 
happily  cftahli(hed  ;  they  thought  it  improper  to  apply  at  this  time 
to  Parliament  for  peace,  and  they  cxpreffed  a  perfecS  reliance  on  die 
wifdom  of  the  Legiflaturc  for  procuring,  at  a  due  feafon,  the  blef- 
fings  of  an  honourable,  fafe,  and  lafting  peace*  He  wifhed  that 
the  paper  in  queftion  had  affumcd  a  form  in  which  it  muft  have  been 
prcfented  to  the  Houfc ;  fincc,  however,  thefe  perfons  had  done 
him  the  honour  to  entruft  this  charge  to  him,  he  endeavoured, 
though  very  imperfedlly,  to  give  as  public  a  teftimony  as  he  was 
able  in  favour  of  men  who  did  not  wifh  to  be  included  in  the  gene- 
ral charaftcr  which  that  petition  muft  affix  to  the  inliabitants  of 
Carllfle,  and  who  did  not  wifh  to  appear  to  concur  in  meafures,  of 
which  they  totally  and  entirely  difapprovcd. 

Mr.  -CURWEN  (liid  that  the  Proteft,  of  which  the  noble  Lord 
had  fo  candidly  given  a  general  ftatemcnt,  contained  the  fentiments, 
perhaps,  of  fome  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Carlifle,  which 
they  ftated  in  a  general  w^y  ;  however  that  might  be,  he  felt  it  his 
dut)'  to  fay,  that  the  petition  which  he  had  prefented,  conveyed  the 
real  fcnfe  of  the  Freemen  of  Carlifle,  whofe  names  appeared  to  it. 
They  were  honeft,  refpet^blc  men,  and  he  fhould  be  aihamcd  to 
prefent  their  petition  if  he  thouglit  otherwife.  The  petition  was 
agreed  to  in  -confcqucnce  of  a  public  meeting  which  was  lield  at  the 
place.  They  were  men  who  were  unbiafTed,  and  entirely  unattach- 
ed to  any  part)' ;  and  fo  general  was  the  fentiment  among  them  for 
peace,  that  out  of  all  thofc.  who  attended  the  meeting,  four  only 
diflcntcd  from  the  petition.  They  had  no  dtfire  to  clog  the  wheels 
of  Government,  but  they  wiflied  for  peace,  ns  a  blefting  to  be  en- 
joyed by  the  country  at  large.  As  to  the  proteft  alluded  to  liy  the 
noble  Lord,  he  muft  obfervc,  that  he  held  a  hand-bill  in  his  hand, 
which  explained  fomething  of  the  nature  of  that  proteft  ;  he  was  af- 
fured  he  might  fafely  fay,  that  much  undue  influence  (of  which  be 
did  not  acciifc  the  noble  perfon  who  produced  it)  had  been  ufcd  by 
many  perfons  of  great  wealth  in  the  neighbourhood,  among  whom 
were  agents  of  a  noble  Ead  and  of  a  Bifliop.     He  truftcd,  tliat  fuch 
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*prafticcs  would  not  be  contTnued  ;  if  they,  fhould,  there  would  be 
an  end  of  all  hope  of  coUedting  the  real  fentiments  of  the  people  of 
this  country  on  the  fubjeft  of  the,  war. 

Mr.  WALLACE  (aid,  that  the  only  argument  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  ufcd  to  prove  that  the  petition  jud  prefented  to  the 
Houfc  contained  tlie  fenfe  of  the  majority  of  that  dcfcription  of  pc»- 
Ibns  from  whom  it  came,  was,  that  it  had  been  tranfmittcd  fxx>m  a 
public  meeting.  He  had  faid  that  the  honourable  gentleman  and 
himfclf  were  both  enough  acquainted  with  the  country  to  know  that 
the  fenfe  of  the  people  was  not  always  moft  accurately  to  becolledcd 
from  a  public  meeting.  Thjlt,  however,  under  other  circumftances 
that  might  influence  the  Houfe  in  the  prefent,  certainly  no  attendon 
was  due  to  the  petition  on  that  account ;-  had  it  been  approved  in  a 
public  meeting,  and  (igned,  as  in  fome  cafes,  by  the  Chairman 
only,  it  might  then  have  been  prcfumed  that  the  mJijority  of  thofe 
who  had  been  convened,  had  fan(flioncd  it  with  their  approbation. 
But  when,  indead  of  that,  they  (igned  it  individually,  we  had  no 
right  to  prefume  that  all  who  had  approved  fuch  a  meafure,  had  not 
fct  their  names  to  the  petition,  and  therefore  no  greater  weight  was 
due  to  it  than  what  it  derived  from  the  number  of  figpatures  attadt- 
cd  to  it;  unlefs  the  hbnourablc gentleman  would  contend  (which  he 
was  fure  he  could  not)  that  there  was  not  any  facility  afibrded  for 
thofe  who  chofe  to  add  their  names  ;  nay,  that  every  exertion  was 
not  made  to  induce  therti  to  do  it.  He  faid  it  was  eafy  to  favour 
petitions  on  auy  fubjcd  ;  and  dcfpicable,  indeed,  was  the  caufc  in 
favour  of  which  a  petition  could  not  be  obtained.  How  the  caufe 
of  tlie  honourable  gentleman  Irood  in  that  country,  he  could  not  w^h 
to  be  better  eftlmated  than  by  the  prefent  petition  with  fuch  a  fi^- 
nature.  He  was  happy,  he  faid,  to  avail  himfelf  of  this  opportunity 
to  bear  teftimony  to  what  he  had  reafon  to  think  the  general  feeling  of 
tlie  county,  though  certainly  there  were  fome  who  were  of  a  difie-> 
rent  way  of  thinking.  He  faid  that  that  county  had  been  confidered 
as  more  than  any  other  avcrfe  to  the  prefent  war;  that  an  aflertian 
had  appeared,  that  tlie  grand  jury  had  come  to  a  refolution,  if  peace 
was  not  concluded  in  a  limited  time,  to  petition  for  it ;  whence  diat 
afiertion  came,  or  under  what  authority  inferted  in  the  public  pa- 
pers, he  did  not  know  ;  but  he  knew  that  it  was  without  the 
fmallcft  foundation.  He  was  defirous  to  have  this  diftin<511y  "undcr- 
ilood,  and  the  more,  becaufe  he  knew  that  in  making  it  fo,  he  was 
doing  that  which  was  peculiarly  gratifying  to  many  who  formed  a 
part  of  rhat  gr«ind  jur}',  and  whom  he  had  the  honour  to  call  his 
friends  ,  he  therefore  again  repeated,  that  no  propofition  to  diat 
pucpofe  was  ever  made,  or  any  refolution  ever  taken.     He  fidd, 
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from  knowing  many  individuals,  he  was^Rirprifcd  at  the  refolutions 
that  appeared  in  the  paper  ;  that,  as  far  a^  he  had  coUeded  from 
converfations  with  them,  he  thought  that  they  were  incapable  of 
approving  fuch  a  petition,  upon  the  grounds  Hated  in  a  paper  in  his 
handy  namely,  that  the  object  of  the  war  was  not  rational,  and  that 
its  confequenccs  could  not  be  advantageous  to  die  county ;  for  he 
believed  them  to  think  that  the  obje£l  of  the  war  was  elTential  to  the 
prcfervation  of  our  conftitution  and  liberties,'  and  that  its  fuccefs  (if 
any  attended  it)  would  be  highly  beneficial  not  only  to  this  country 
in  particular,  but  to  Europe  in  general.  He  faid  that  his  conjec- 
ture was  not  ill  founded  ;  it  would  be,  fuflScient  to  refer  to  the  pe- 
tition on  one  hand,  and  the  proteft  on  the  other,  to  fati&fy  the 
Houfe  ;  but  he  faid  there  were  other  circumfiances  attending  thefe, 
which  he  could  not  leave  unmentioncd. 

He  then  (lated  the  requifition  for  the  petition  to  have  been  figned 
by  thirteen,  that  for  the  proteft  to  have  been  figned  by  fifty-three  ; 
partly  the  moll  refpedable  tradcfmen  and  inhabitants  of  the  place, 
partly  by  gentlemen  of  the  greated  coniideration  and  property  in  the 
county.     He   then  adverted  to  the  numbers  of  the  proteft,  about 
fourteen  hundred  ;  of  the  petition,  he  believed  about  two  hundred  ; 
and  to  obtain  this  miferable  number,  every  art  had  been  made  ufe 
of ;  that  the  queftion,  he  was  authorized  to  fay,  was  mifveprefented 
as  one  between  peace  and  war  ;  that  in  addition  to  that,  they  had 
been  obliged  to  hivc  rccourfe  to  the  aid  of  ftrangers  and  children. 
[Here  he  was  called  on  to  "  Name,"  and  laid  he  was  informed  there 
was  a  James  Smith,  apprentice   to  a  hairdreflcr,  under  thirteen 
years  of  age.j     That,  on  tlie  other  hand,  nothing  more  was  necef- 
lary,  than  to  (late  th6  true  queftion,  namely,  whether  they  wiftied 
for  a  peace,  under  the  prefent  circumftances,  or  that  the  warfhould 
be  carried  on,  till  an  honourable  and  fafe  peace  could  be  obtained  ? 
Under  this  impreflion,  he  had  rcafon  to  believe,  the  proteft  was  fign- 
ed.    He  added,  that  he  fhould  have  been  inclined  to  treat  the  p^ 
tition  with  more  attention,  if  it  had  originated  in  the  place  ;  if  it 
had  not  been  principally  obtained  by  the  exertions  of  perfons  coming 
from  a  diftance,  who  ^'crc,  indeed,    freemen,  but  had  ik>  other 
connection  with  the  place  ;  were  uninvolved  in  its  diftrefs  or  prof- 
pcrity,  and  could  not  be  partakers  in  its  feelings.     That  tliis  was 
the  cafe  in  two  infiances,  he  had  the  bcft  information.     He  faid,  ia 
making  thefe  obfcrvations,  it  would  be  unfair  to  difguifc  from  tho 
Houfe,  that  there  did  cxift  m  that  county  a  wifli  for  peace,  an  ar* 
dent  and  fincere  one ;  that  he  bi  licved  the  fame  exilled  every  where  4 
and  that  that  man  was  not  to  be  found,  who  did  not  anxioufly  delire 
the  terminatiop  of  hcfiiliiies.     We  all,  he  iiud,  wifh  for  pcac^i 
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but  not  a  premature  one,  fuch  as  can  only  be  defirablc  by  a  profped 
of  its  permanency,  and  is  confident  with  the  honour  and  the  iafety 
of  the  kingdom. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  lamented  that  fomebodr  had  not  advifcd  the 
noble  Lord  who  opened  the  nature  of  this  proteft  as  to  the  mode  of 
making  it  up  in  a  form  in  which  the  Houfe  could,  confiftently  with 
its*  rules,  receive  it  at  the  table,  for  then  its  merits  might  be  fully 
inveftigated  in  a  formal  way  ;  nothing  could  now  be  done  on  it  but 
that  of  making  general  obfcrvations ;  and  in  thit  way  he  had  no 
difficult)'  to  fay  he  was  perfeftly  clear  that  if  the  proteft  was  tho- 
roughly^ examined  and  compared  with  the  petition,  there  would  be 
found  to  be  no  effential  difference  between  them  on  the  only  fubjeft 
that  came  fairly,   and  in  his  opinion  could  come  decently,  before 
that  Houfe,  namely,  the  opinion  of  the  people  on  the  main  point. 
They  expreffed  only  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  moment  of 
prefcnting  a  petition.     The  queftion  was  put  fairly,  and  he  was  glad 
of  it,  for  the  anfwer  of  the  petitioners  was  confonant  to  his  feel- 
ings ;    they  had  expreffed  a  defirc  for  peace  at  this  time ;  fo  had 
.  thofc  who  figncd  the  proteft ;  they  liad  alfo  faid  that  peace  was  de- 
firable,  but  they  left  it  to  the  wifdom  of  the  Legiflature  ;  both  par- 
ties therefore  agreed  as  to  theobjcd,  but  differed  only  in  the  means 
of  attaining  that  end ;    and  he  was  ready,  to  fay,  that  that  Houfe 
ought  never  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  the  opinions  of  the 
people  who  had  prefcnted  tlieir  petitions,  or  as  to  the  time  of  pre- 
fcnting them ;  they  ought  to  hear  at  leaft,  at  all  times,  the  petitions 
of  their  conftitucnts,   for  they  had  a  right  to  petition  when  they 
pleafcd,  for  of  that  matter  they  were  the  only  proper  judgies ;  of 
the  wifdom  of  complying  with  the  defire  expreffed,  the  Houfe  ought 
to  judge.     Tlic  difference  then  being  only  as  to  die  propriety  of 
time  between  the  petitioners  and  the  proteftors,  the  fsur  rcfult  was, 
that  on  the  ffibjcct  of  the  war  they  were  unanimous.     Having  faid 
this,  he  mult  obferve,  that  there  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  any 
probahility  that  there  would   be  any  difference  as  to  the  queftion 
now  before  the  Houfe,  namely,    *'  That  this  petition  be  laid  on 
tlic  table.'* 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  agreed  that  the  petition  was  rrguhrly 
before  the  Houfe,  and  therefore  no  objection  could  be  made  to  its 
being  laid  upon  the  table  ;  but  it  was  impoffible  to  avoid  advcrtir^ 
to  Mh?.t  had  been  (:iid  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  had 
juft  fpoken.  He  had  faid  there  was  no  effential  difference  between 
the  petitioners  and  the  proteftors  in  this  cafe,  on  the  queftion  of 
jx-acc  ;  that  he  really  took  to  be  a  fair  fummary  of  his  propofition. 
Now .  he  be^igcd  of  the  Houfe  to  confidcr  a  little  the  moment  in 
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which  this  petition  and  jnroteft  were  framed.,  One  fet  of  peribht 
prefented  a  petition  defiring  the  Hbufe  to  take  an  immediate  ftep 
fer  peace-— the  others  laid,  thiey  wifhed  for  peace,  but  thought  that 
a  petition  i^s  moke  likely  to  retard  than  accellerate  the  objeA,  anci 
dierefore  left  it  to  the  wifdom  of  the  Lcgiilature.  When  did  they 
hj  tfus  r — After  the  Addhfs  of  that  and  the  other  Houfe  of  Par- 
liament had  been  carried  to  the  Thraile,  declaring  it  to  be  their 
firm  determination  to  fupport  His  MpjeAy  in  a  vigorous  profecution 
of  the  war.  If  they  thought  that  peace  had  been  attainable  at  this 
moment,  they  would  have  exprefled  themfelves  to  that  efFedl )  but 
they  knew  that  Parliament  had  recently  expreifed  its  opinion  to  the  . 
contrary,  and  they  relied  on  the  wifdom  of  Parliament*  He  there- 
fore muft,  under  thefe  circumdances,  itiaintain,  that  between  the 
petitioners  and  the  proteftors  there  was  an  efiential  difference. 

Mr.  PLOMER  faid,  he  attended  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  had  faid  dijlt  the  petition  had  many  fignatures  that  were  not 
genuine,  and  gave  as  an  infiance  of  it  the  name  of  James  Smithy- 
now  he  wilbed  to  know  in  what  pM  of  the  petition  the  name  of 
James  Smith  was  to  be  found. 

Mr.  WALLACE  fiiid,  he  had  not  the  honour  of  knowing  die 
perfon. 

Mr.  PLOMER  faid,  he  was  very  ready  to  admit  that  the  au- 
thority of  the  honourable  gentleman's  aflertion  was  much  better 
than  his  eyes,  but  he  confeflfed  if  the  name  of  James  Smith  was  to 
the  petition,  he  could  not  fee  it  there. 

Mr.  CURWEN  fupported  the  honour  and  the  independence  of 
the  g^tleman  who  was  in  the  chair  at  the  meeting  when  the  peti- 
tion was  agreed  upon,  as  well  as  mod  of  the  perfons  prefcnt — they 
were  men  whom  he  knew,  of  the  moft  independent  and  refpe£bble 
charaAers.  They  were  neither  Bifliops,  Earls,  Dukes,  or  any 
Snbo  were  conneded  with  party,  but  they  were  honcft  men,  fuch  as 
he  would  wiih  to  fpeak  for  in  that  Houfe.  , 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  the  only  part  he  (hould  wifli  to  confidcr 
of  what  had  fallen  from  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  was,  whe- 
ther, to  make  ufe  of  the  phrafe  of  the  right  honourable  gentlemen, 
it  (hoold  be  the  faOiion  to  difcountenance  petitions  from  the  people. 
This,  he  confefled,  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  tendency  of  the 
fpeeohes  of  diofe  gentlemen.  The  Houfe  had  been  told,  that  every 
one  knew  the  eafe  with  which  a  petition  mi^t  be  framed  and  iign- 
ed ;  it  was  true  that  it  was  in  the  compafs  of  every  man's  expeii- 
cnoe  to  know  with  what  great  facility  Mirliillars,  aided  by  infhience 
and  comipdon,  could  procure  addreflfes  and  petitions ;  but  he  was 
yet  to  karn  tfiat  men  are  eafily  preindled  on  to  come  boldly  fbrwarji, 
VoL.XL.  H  h 
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^d  (^^pdCie  the  fretailing  fentinaents  of  thofe  who  had  been  gained 
over  by  minifterial  arts.     The  n6ble  I/ord  ^ho  opened  the  bufinefs 
of  the  ]»ote{l  had  condudlcd  himfelf  ^^ith  great  faimefs  and  candoBt ; 
he  was  forry  to  fs^  his  example  had  not  been  iniitated  by  the  g;a>r 
tlcman  who  followed  him.     By  what  that  gentleman  (Mr.  Wallace) 
lad  advanced}  three  new  propofitiohs  had  been  (larted^  in  which  he 
fuppofed  it  probable  that  Minifters  would  foUow  him.     The  firft 
of  thefc  new  propofitions  was,  that  it  was  improper  for  i»nilftticnt» 
.  to  inftruft  their  reprcfentatives.    This  was  the  language  held  out 
by,  the  protdlors  and  tlie  gentleman  who  had  fpoken  on  that  protcA; 
not  at  all  applying  the  obfervatiun  to  the  p;irticular  cafe,  but  gene- 
rally to  all  cafes  of  inftrudion  from  conftituents.    The  (ccond  pn^ 
podt^n  was,  that.it  was  a  difrefpe6l  to  Government  to  make  any 
application  to  Parliament,  for  the  alteration  of  any  fyftcm  of  mea- 
sures'purfucd  by  Adminiftration ;  for  they  conceive  it  to  lie  clogging 
4he  wheels  of  Government.    The  third  was,  that  public  meetii^ 
were  not.  prefer  places  to  collefl  the  fenfe  of  a  number  f jf  people. 
This  propofition  could  not  be  cpnfined  to  the  people  of  Carltfie  ; 
for  the  honourable  gentleman  did  not  mean  to  fay  there  was  any  ef- 
jfential:  diflPerence  between  them  and  other  men,  that  fhould  make  it 
more  difficult  to  colled  tlicir  fcncimcnts,    than  it  was  in  other 
placeSk    Thefe  proportions  being  fo  palatable  to  the  AdminiAmtion, 
he  (hould  not  be  furprized  at  feeing  them  fupported.    A  triumpkaot 
appeal  had  been  made  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt) 
to  the  plain  fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  with  refped  to  what  had  ^en  from 
♦his  right  lionoUrable  friend  (Mr.  Fox)  as  to  the  difference  bctwcin 
the  petitioners  and  the  protedors.     He  (hould  af^pcal  to  that  j^ain 
fenfc  ;  if  the  proteibrs  had  thought;  as  was  contcnde<ly  that  a  vi- 
gorous profccution  of  the  War  was  the  only  mocfe  of  obtaining  a  firm 
and  permahent  peace,  why  had  d^ey  not  fo  ftatcd  it  ?     Why  was 
not  the  ,pix>po(iiion  that  the  war  \^'as  irrational,  ami  likely  to  pro- 
duce the,  mod  fatal  confequences  to  the  country,  denied  to  the  pro- 
teftora?  With  refpeA  to  the  companfon  of  the  numbers,^  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  would  pardon  him  if  he  was  not  inclinrd  wholly 
•to  take  for  gxanced  whatever  was  advanced  on  that  fubjefi.     That 
gentleman  had  ibewp  that  he  was  not  fufficiently  caieftil  to  goard 
againft  miflakes  with  r^ard  to  the  petition :  he  codd  not  therefoit 
cxpedt  theife  Should  be  no  fufpicioh  as  tp  his  accuracy  on  the  odvr 
fide.     Though  .that  gentleman  aiqpe^x^  to  think  that  the  petitiaB- 
crs  were  noc  in  general  intttled  to  lefped,  yet  it  waa  net  -therefore 
dear  to  every  one  that  they  Were  not.     The  number  had  been 
Aated  to  be  conteftiptible ;  he  (hould  recoUeA  that  tlie  petilfton.pur- 
poited  only  to  be  Signed  by  freemen  ^  wh6rea3  the  other  was^Sgaed 
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hy  variout  defcnptions  of  perfpns.  It  was  curious  to  dbferye»  tl»| 
hepiodeflocs  fhould  prefome  to  tell  thofe  men  who  were  oonftituents 
tbttt  it  was  improper  for  them  to  inffaruft  their  reprefimtadves ; 
when  thej  themielves  had  done  a  finular  thing,  though  not  the 
eonffitucnts  of  the  perlons  whom  diejr  addiefied.  One  thing  was 
evident,  that  thef  would  not  have  thought  it  ncceflaty  to  have 
framed  this  pieteft,  untefs  the\'  had  apprehended  that  the  example 
of  the  petitioners  would  be  followed  by  the  county.  He  had  n» 
doubt  thofe  apprehenfions  would  be  juftified,  whenever  a  meeting 
of  the  county  .fliould  be  called. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HOB  ART  brought  up  .the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Supply  on  the  army.     The  refolutions  being  read, 

Mr.  FOX  laid,  that  as  this  might  be  the  laft  opportunity  of 
iSfcufling  the  point,  he  wiftied  again  to  put  a  queftion  to  die  Mi« 
nifter.  He  had  Aated  laft  night,  that  he  thought  that^pioper  exer« 
tsons  wore  not  made  fix*  the  naval  fervice,  and  that  the  land  force 
bote  a  much  greater  proportion  to  the  naval  fierce  than  in  any  pre- 
ceding war.  He  fliould  wiih  to  know  the  year  when  it  bore  b 
great  a  prcqxnrtion,  if  any  were  to  be  found.  The  more  material 
{XMDt,  to  which  he  had  not  then  an  anfwer,  nor  did  he  fuppofc  he 
ever  ihould,  was,  that  the  dcfoft  in  the  navy  was  owing  to  the 
mode  of  recruiting  the  army.  On  that  day  he  was  tdd  that  it  wais 
not  a  charge  againft  the  Admiralty,  and  therefore  not  rdcvant  to 
the  bufinefs  before  the  Houfc.  He  (hould  now  alk  again,  whether 
or  not  it  was  a  falfe  furmife  ?  He  ihould  wi(h  to  be  informed* 
whedier  or  not  the  mode  of  reqruiting  had  obihrufted  the  ineteafe  of 
feamen?  If  thofe  gendemen  ihould  think  it  had  not  done  fo,  he 
ihould  wiih  to  know  their  reafons  for  being  oi  that  opinion ;  apd  tf 
they  thought  it  had,  they  ought  to  afllgn  their  reaibns  for  .^Ir 
condud,  and  tell  the  Houfe  whether  they  meant  to  purfue  4bc 
tsLtae  mode.  He  had  then  been  told  that  it  was  not  ft  queftion  on 
Ifac  navy,  and  therefore  the  difcuflion  ought  to  be  defcareri  Al  the 
army  was  taken  into  conlideration.  To*day,  he  fuppoied,  he 
ihould  be  told,  that  as  it  concerned  the  navy,  it  was  improper  to 
be  diicufled  while  coniidcring  the  Aate  of  die  army.  He  did  npt 
iike  this  fcparation  of  the  army  and  navy  to  the  eictent  to  vAnch  it 
had  been  carried.  One '  thing,  however,  was  certainty  true,  that 
our  navy  at  this  crifis  was  without  comparsfan,  an  objedl  .of  much 
mose  <mateiial  importance  than  the  army. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  when  Mr.  Fox  brought  his 
charge  ^ainft  the  Adiramlty  for  a  deiicieney  m  the  navy^  •  he  was 
iDld^  and  ttild^ tally,  ttiaf  our  navy  hadbe^n  increaiiDcl  in  a  mudi 
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gieater  pfopordon  than  had  ever  been  known.     This  was  a  hA 
whichhe  defied  anyone  to  contradidl.    It  was  a  proof  of  additional 
merit  in  the  Admiralty,  that  while  our  military  exations  had  been 
fo  great  and  exttefive,  the  navy  was  fiili  incrcafed  to  (b  great  a  de- 
gree.    The  rig^t  honourable  gentleman  was  then  told,  that  if  he 
meant  to  attack  the  arpny  on  the  day  on  which  that  fnbjed  ihoukibe 
oonfidered>  they  would  be  ready  to  aigue  the  point  with  him  ;  tiie 
principle  on  which  that  was  left  was,  that  certain  papers  had  been 
moved  for,  in  which  every  information  would  be  ^ven  on  the  fub> 
jefi.     They  had  no  difpofition  to  decline  giving  any  information^ 
but  the  obfervations  made  were  certainly  inapplicable  to  the  Admi- 
ralty.    As  to  the  queftion,  how  far  they  meant  to  cany  on  die  fy- 
fiem  of  recruiting,  he  had  the  fatisfa6don  to  date  to' die  Houfc,  that 
their  exerti<Mis  had  been  carried  on  with  fuch  fuccefs  as  to  leave  no 
rcafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  naval  fervice  would,  in  future,  (uSEex  any 
din^nution,  as  it  had  hitherto  done.     He  could  not  adimt  the  dif* 
tin£Uon  between  the  two  fervices  to  the  extent  to  which  it  had  been 
aiTerted.    He  believed  it  impoffible  to  increafc  the  nayy  to  the  extent 
of  the  mod  fanguine  wiihes  without  cramping  the  military  exertions 
of  the  country.     But  if  there  fliould  occur  any  difficulty,  he  could 
not  imagine  any  fo  good  means  as  by  proceeding  with  die  mifitaiy 
levies.     For  if  we  were  to  ftop,  we  fliould  not  at  once  bring  all  * 
thofe  men  into  the  navy ;  the  means  of  recruiting  that  fervice  would 
be  obftruSed ;  a  great  interval  woul^  be  left  in  which  notlung  could 
be  done.     The  making  ufe  of  the  fyftem  of  recruiting  gave  them 
.great  advantage,  even  of  procuring  men  for  the  navy,  as  it  fupplies 
them  with  marines. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  he  ftill  wanted  an  anfwer  which  would  dtf- 

Culpate  admiriiftration.    It  had  been  confefled  that  die  fervice  of  the 

navy  had  been  impeded  ;  he  could  not  help  confidcring  that  as  a 

great  misfortune*     If  we  had  had  a  greater  naval  force  lafl  year, 

we  fliould  moft  undoubtedly  have  had  a  better  profped  before  us. 

As  to  the  mode  of  applying  the  fyftem  of  recruiting  to  fu^lying  die 

navy,  it  was  a  profdlional  queftion,  which  he  fliould  not  difcufs ; 

but  it  certainly  did  appear  to  him  at  firft  fight  not  to  be.the  moft 

proper  mode,  as  it  tended  only  to  make  marines  inftead  of  makiif 

feamen.     This  was  the  opinion  which  he  had  afTerted  generally  in 

former  periods ;  general  opinions  muft  always  recdve  qualifications 

under  particular  circumftances.     He  could  not  but  think  that  now, 

_  if  ever,  was  the  time  that  any  facrifice  of  the  army  for  the  increale 

of  the  navy  was  peculiarly  neceflary. 

Mr,  SHERIDAN  (aid,  it  was  agreed  that  Government  fliould 
have  ;^  poffible  fupportfrom  every  man  in  that  Houfc  towards  die 
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mcrcafe  of  the  navy  ;  but  he  was  not  very  fanguine  in  the  mode  in 
which  MiniOers  would  proceed  upon  that  fubjedt.  Hetfiought  that 
wc  ought  to  have  a  ftrong  and  powerful  corps  of  marinesy  who  might 
be  taught  in  time  to  become  failors,  and  they  might  again  be  fup- 
plied  by  landmen ;  but,  he  underftood,  that  marines  were  prohibited' 
by  order  from  going  aloft,  or  doing  any  of  the  duty  of  a  iailor. 
Having  made  thefe  obfervations,  he  proceeded  to  a(k  the  Secretary 
at  War  fomc  queltions.  Firft,  Whether  he  intended  to  do  fome-* 
thing  to  prevent  that  inhuman  pradice  which  broi^ht  fo  much  dif- 
grace  on  the  fcrvicc — he  meant  the  praflicc  of  crimping  ?  if  he  did, 
Mr.  Sheridan  (hould  leave  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  a  perfon  to 
whom  it  fo  properly  belonged ;  if  not,  he  mull  bring  fometlu^g 
forward  on  that  fubjt^.  He  then  adverted  to  the  dreadful  ftate  of 
the  troops  now  at  Plymouth,  who  were  dying  by  twelve  and  four- 
teen a  day ;  and  he  wi/hcd  to  know,  whether  they  were. intended 
to  be  fcnt  to  the  Weft  Indies  r  if  they  were,  he  feared  there  would 
be  fcarcely  any  of  them  alive  to  land  there,  for  they  had  been  kept 
for  fe  many  months  on  board,  that  they  were  now  entirely  unfit  fqr 
fcrvicc. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  took  notice  of  all  Ac  cbferva- 
tions  of  Mr.  Sheridan.  He  faid  that  the  detention  of  the  troops  at 
Plymouth,  arofe  from  circumftanccs,  which  human  prudence  had 
no  means  of  preventing ;  they  were  detained  by  contrary  winds,  and 
from  the  apprchcnfions  that  if  they  failed  they  might  meet  the  enemy 
wtdi  a  force  not  equal  to  their  protection ;  as  to  their  deftination, 
that  was  a  queftion  which  ought  nut  to  be  anfwcred.  He  denied 
their  being  in  a  ftate  which  Mr.  Sheridan  had  reprefented,  although 
they  might  be  a  good  deal  afHicled  from  unavoid^Ue  drcumftances. 
With  regard  to  the  orders  of  die  Admiralty,  with  refpef£(  to  marines, 
he  knew  but  little  of  it  oiHcially,  but  he  believed  that  nothing  had 
been  done  in  this  war,  which  had  not  been  ufual  in  every  war. 
With  regard  to  crimping,  no  man  deteftcd  it  more  than  he  did ;  he 
viewed  it,  as  every  honeft  man  did,  with  horror  and  indignation. 
He  had  done,  and  he  would  continue  to  do,  every  thing  in  his  power 
to  fupprefs  totally  fo  deteftable  a  pra£licc. 

Mr.  FOX  alluded  to  what  had  been  faid  on  former  occaiions 
with  regard  to  building  (hips  of  war,  and  declared  if  there  was  a  port 
within  this  ifland  capable  of  building  a  fliip  where  a  (hip  was  not 
now  building,  the  Executive  Government  had  been  wanting  in  thdr 
duty  to  diis  country.  He  had  been  told  once  we  had  more  ihipt 
than  wc  had  men  for.  He  was  aiiraid  we  might  foon  be  toM  wc  had 
more  men  dian  we  had  ihips  for*  He  miift  again  and  again  imprcfs 
ifais  00  Minifters  at  this  awful  aili«. 
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'    Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  there  was  one  point  admitted 
from  all  quarters,  that  in  the  prefcnt  inoment  no  rational  means  of 
increaling  our  naval  and  military  force  ought  to  be  left  unattcinptcd ; 
and  he-was  rather  difpofed  t6  take  the  benefit  of  this  general  agree* 
Inent)  than  to  enter  into  the  minute  details  ftarted  by  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman^Mr.  Fox,)  and  which  it  was  at  all  times  etccedin^- 
ly  difficult  todifcuik     Great  part  of  his  argument,  with  reaped  to 
the  neceflfity  of  increaftng  naval  exertions,  arofe  out  of  the  piefcnt 
crifis;     It  could  not  be  denied,  that  from^  the  change  of  ctrcum- 
fiances  fince  laft  year,  it  had  become  neceffair  that  a  greater  nav^ 
force  iboi^  be  now  employed  againft  France.     But  when  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  carried  his  polition  fo  far  as  to  ftate,  that  there 
was  no  ikcriiice  of  militar}'  force,  which  ought  not  to  be  made  for 
the  feke  of  increaling  the  navy,  he  went  to  a  length,  which  ncidicr 
leonrmion  fenfe  nor  found  policy  would  warrant.     For  were  this  po- 
rtion' to  be  carried  to  its  utmod  latitude,  then  it  would  be  proper 
entirely  to  diiband  the  army,  as  whatever  might  be  the  calamities, 
'which  fuch  a  meafure  would  produce,  it  would  mod  certainly  be  the 
means  of  giving  an  incrcafc  to  the  navy.      Such  was  the  condudl  of 
-thd  right  iionourable  gentleman  in  bringing  forward  general  pmpofi- 
tions,  which  his  good  fcnfe  afterwards  obliged  him  to  qualify.      For 
his  own  part,  he  felt,  that,  at  one  time,  the  army  called  for  an 
augmentation,  at  anotlier  time  the  navy,  according  to  the  exigency 
of  circumfbnees.     If  he  found  the  navy  arrived  to  a  certain  pitch, 
•and  the  army  requiring  an  extra  augmentation,  he  would  attend  R> 
the  neceffities  of  that  fcrvice  which  at  the  moment  was  incompktt. 
The  bcft  proof  of  die  attention  paid  to  the  naval  fervicc  laft  year 
was,  that  the  increafc  had  exceeded  that  of  any  former  year  of  a 
.war,  as  well  as  the  brilliant  and  deciiive  vidory  achieved  by  our 
fleet.     The  change  in  our  fituation  that  rer^dered  a  further  incrcafc 
of  naval  force  neccflfary,  had  arifcn  from  the  circuniftance  of  our 
land  exertions  not  having  been  fufficient  to  prevent  the  enemy  fnai 
the  probable  acquifition  of  another  naval  power,  to  the  aid  of  their 
own  marine.-— The  attempt  to  fet  the  naval  in  oppofition  to  the  mi* 
litary  force  of  the  country,  he  muft  confider  as  the  refult  of  a  (hort- 
lighted,  narrow,  and  £ilfe  policy,  fimilar  to  the  exploded  fyftcm 
which  had  once  prevailed,  of  making  a  diftindlion  between  dsc 
landed  and  die  mercantile  intereft.     He  had  however  no  hefitation 
to  ftate,  that  where  the  naval  and  military  exertions  interfered,  he 
conceived  diat  in  the  prcient  infismce,  a^sieferenceought  to  be  given 
to  the  naval. 

Mr.  FOX  replied,  that  ho  certainly  did  not  mean  to  iay,  dat 
the  whole  army  ought  to  be  difbandcd  for  the  iaikc  of  pfooniff  a 
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caU^-bof  to  the  n^vy.  But  what  he  had  faid  wa$»  that  there  was 
no  period  at  which  greater  facriBccs  of  military  force  ought  to  have 
been  made  for  die  purpofe  of  increafir^  our  naval  exertions  than  in 
the  USkp  as  will  as  die  prefcnt  year. 

General  SMITH  faid,  that  he  thought  not  only  that  every  Royal 
dock  ia  the  kingdomi  but  that  every  merchant^  dock  which  was  of 
a  fufHcicnt  (ize,  ought  to  be  employed  for  the  purpofe  of  building 
new  (hips  for  the  fervice  of  the  navy. 

Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  faid,  diat  the  Miniftcr  had  ftated  what 
he  confidered  as  rather  a  curious  reafon  for  increafing  our  military 
force,  namely,  the  probable  jund ion  of  the  Dutch  and  Frenjijh  fleets  ; 
he  could  not  help  thinking  that  the  right  honourable*  gentleman  tef- 
tified  rather  a  degree  of  coldnefs  to  whatever  regarded  the  naval  fcr*- 
vice. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  remarked,  dwt  the  Secretary  at  War  had 
made  a  diftindion  between  things  which  he  ought  not,  and  things 
which  he  could  not  anfwcr.  He  had  declined  anfwering»  whether 
the  troops  on  board  the  tranfports  ^Verc  dcftincd  for  the  Weft  Indies ; 
but  bad  afterwards  ftated  that  they  had  been  prevented  by  certain 
winds  f.om  failing  tq  the  place  of  their  deftination.  On  the  fubjeA 
of  thcfe  troops,  he  could  not  help  ftating  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man difcov^ered  a  very  great  deficiency  of  information ;  and  tiut  he 
Ihould  think  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  move  for  returns  ci  thofe 
troops  and  an  account  of  their  fituation,  &c.  An  enquiry  into. the 
icandak)us>  cruel,  and  criminal  neglect  by  which  thefe  men  had 
been  detained  five  or  fix  months  aboard  the  tranfports,  in  a  fickly 
and  languiihiv^  ftate,  would,  he  truftcd,  not  oome  by  itfelf,  but 
&rm  part  of  an  inveftigation  of  the  caufes  which  had  produced  all 
the  difgrad^s  and  di£iftcrs  of  the  war.  The  right  honourable  gen- 
deman  had  (tiled  the  vidiory  gained  by  Lord  Howe  decifive ;  upon 
that  fuppoiijtion  Miniiters  indeed  had  aded ;  but  the  event  now 
proved  it  to  be  othcrwifc.  We  had  foldiers  at  Plymouth,  he  aiked 
why  we  had  ixk  failors  c  He  was  told  that  the  troops  there  had  be^n 
declined  pardy  by  contrary  winds,  and  partly  from  the  danger  of. 
encountering  the  fleet  of  the  enemy.  Why  had  they  not  a  fufiieient 
convoy  $0  protect  them  r  If  the  French  Weft  India  Iflands,  which 
had  been  held  out  as  our  boafted  indemnity  in  the  prefent  war,  j(hould 
fall  for  the  want  of  timely  fuccour,  he  would  have  a  right  to  impute 
their  lofs  to  the  deficiency  of  the  navy. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  explained. 

Mr.  BRANDLING  congratulated  the  Houfe  and  his  confti(u- 
ems,  on  the  dedaration  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr«  Pitt) 
that  a.pfcfeience  would  be  given  to  nav^  cKcrtiorvs.     He  trui^d 
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that  the  fyftem  of  nnilitary  operations  on  the  Continent,  hithcitD  b 
ruinousy  and  fo  difgraceful  in  its  efledts,  would  no  longer  be  per- 
fifted  in.  It  was  now  time  to  ftudy  economy  in  our  reiburces,  and 
not  to  expend  them  in  a  quarter,  where  we  had  met  with  hoduiig 
but  perfidy  on  the  one  hand,  and  oontra-exertion  on  the  other.  We 
ought  to  (how  to  the  enemy,  that  our  refourccs  were  cqufil  Id  carry 
on  a  war  defeniive  by  land,  and  ofFenfive  by  fea^  for  at  leaft  feven 
years  to  come. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  faid,    that  without  the  mode  Mrhich  had  bccrt 
adopted  in  recruiting,   it  would  have  been  alt(^ethcr  impaflible  to 
raife  a  military  force.     At  the  commencement  of  the  war  all  the 
old  regiments  were  on  fcrvice  abroad,   fo  that  there  was  no  mode 
of  recruiting  them.     Every  mode  had  been  rcforted  to,  both  by 
raifing  independent  companies,  and  giving  rank,  before  having  re- 
courfe  to  new  levies.     At  laft  it  was  found  that  it  would  be  ncccf- 
fary  to  make  new  levies,  in  order  that  the  men  thus  raifed,  might 
be  afterwards  draughted  to  the  old  regiments,   which  could  not 
otherwife  be  recruited.      If  the  Weft  Indies  required  large  rrin- 
ibrcements,  thefe  could  not  be  fupplicd  from  the  M  regiments,  ex- 
cept this  mode  had  been  taken  of  filling  up  their  numbers.      And 
he  would  aflc  any  man,  Whether  there  was  at  prefent  a  more  than 
fufficient  military  force,  for  all  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was  want- 
ed by  this  country  ?    He  then  proceeded  to  point  out  the  difficulty  of 
finding  men  for  the  marine  fervice,  in  confequence  of  which  feven 
old  regiments  had  been  obliged  to  a6)  as  marines  aboard  the  fleet. 
,He  faid,  that  more  care  and  attention  had  been  beftow^ed  on  the 
tranfport  fervice  than  at  any  former  period  ;  if  any  ncglcd  had  oc- 
curred, he  (hould  thank  the  honourable  gentleman  to  pcnnt  it  out. 
But  he  would  defy  him  to  prove,  that  the  troops  aboard  the  tran- 
fports  had  been  allowed  one  hand-breath  of  tonnage  lefs  than  was 
fixed  by  th^  regulation.     Minifters  had  taken  care  to  have  them 
aboard  as  early  as  Auguft.    Since  that  time  they  had  been  detained 
almoft  entirely  by  contrary  winds.     In  one  inftance  they  failed,  but 
were  all  driven  back  and  difperfed,   except  one  tranfport,  which 
found  its  way  to  the  Weft  Indies.    They  had  been  feleSed  for  the 
fervice,  and  could  not  be  difembarked  without  extreme  inconvcni- 
enee.    What  other  body  could  be  fent  in  their  place  i  Exprcfs  or- 
ders had  however  been  giveh,  that  no  man  (hould  fail,  who  was 
imfit  for  thi  fervice. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN,  adverting  to  the  difficult  of  raifii^  ina« 
rines,  aiked  why  a  bounty  was  not  given  for  encouraging  that  fer- 
vice. 'He  blamed  the  remifihefs  of  Minifters  in  not  fending  the 
troops  foon  enough  aboard  the  tranfports,  as  much  as  their  ncgli* 
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gcncc  in  afterwards  detaining  them ;  the  delay  was  Ac  more  re- 
markabley  as  in  the  interim.  General  Vaughan  and  Admiral  Cald- 
well had  failed  for  the  Weft  Indies,  and  arrived  in  fafety.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  ftated  that  they  had  been  allowed 
all  the  tonnage  fixed  by  regulation,  but  the  difference  was  confide- 
rabie  between  keeping  men  aboard  trahfporls  only  five  or  fix  weeks, 
and  detaining  them  the  fame  number  of  months.  He  undcrftood 
that  tlicre  were  fix  hundred  of  the  men  now  fick  on  (hore,  and 
eight  hundred  on  board,  and  that  it  was  the  opinion,  that  by  the 
tiiiie^thcy  arrived  in  the  Weft  Indies,  all  of  them  would  be  unfit 
for  fcrvice :  lb  that  the  bcft  method  would  be  to  difcmbark  them 
andgcr  t\cw  tranfpor^s  for  the  expedition.  If  the  fuccours  to  be 
afforded  to  the  Weft  Indies  depended  entirely  on  the  reinforcement 
cxpeftcd  fK-ni  tliofc  tioc.Ms,  ht  muft  look  with  a  defponding  eye  to 
the  fituation  of  affairs  in  tlirr  ouaitcr. 

Mr.  FOX  U:id,  that  if  it  was  really  true,  that  notwithftanding 
the  immenfe  vcic  of  that  flight,  there  was  no  other  force  but  that 
now  on  board  the  tranfports  applicable  to  the  fervice  of  the  Weft 
Indies,  it  afforded  indeed  the  moft  uncomfortable  and  difcouragirig 
profpect  of  affairs  that  could  well  be  entertained. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  explained,  that  the  forces  on  board  the  tranfports 
were  the  moft  fit  for  that  fervice.  He  dtfircd  gentlemen  to  recolledt 
the  reduced  ftate  of  the  peace  eftabliffiment. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  wiftied  to  afcertain,  before  the  debate  went  off, 
what  force  had  really  been  deftincd  for  the  Weft  Indies,  and  aflced 
why  tranfports  might  not  have  made  the  voyage  with  as  much  fuccefs 
as  (hips  of  war.  He  underftood  that  fome  of  the  troops  deftined  for 
the  expedition  had  died,  and  that  all  of  them,  in  confequcnce  of 
having  been  fo  long  aboard,  were  in  a  ver)'  fickly  ftate.  If  fuch 
Iras  the  cafe,  it  would  be  better  to  fend  no  troops  at  all,  than  to  fend 
fuch  as  would  either  perifti  in  the  voyage^  or,  when  they  fhould  ar- 
rive, be  unfit  for  fervice. 

General  TARLETON  fuggefted  that  the  defers  of  the  inode  of 
raifing  independent  companies  were  radical,  and  could  only  be  re- 
formed by  21  military  Committee.  In  order  to  give  full  force  and 
energy  to  our  military  operatibns,  he  thought  that  fuch  a  Committee 
fliould  be  appointed  to  infpeft  the  conduit  of  officers,  and  the  mode 
of  putting  every  meafure  into  execution  ;  and  he  thought  that  an 
honourable  Member,  whom  he  had  then  in  his  eye,  was  a  proper 
t>erfon  to  fuperintend  fuch  an  inftltutxoxt.  Adverting  to  the  expe- 
dition of  Sir  Charles  Grey,  he  affcrted,  that  he  was  not  fufficiently 
fupported,  and  that  he  ought  to  have  been  reinforced.  As  to  the 
troops  ^irfiick  lay  at  Plyniouth,  he  thought  their  long  continuation 
Vol.  XL.  I  i 
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in  tlie  tranrports  muil  have  injured  them  materially  ;  and  in  ppof 
of  his  affcrtion,  he  adverted  to  the  troops  of  Sir  William  Howe, 
in  the  American  war,  who  luffcred  much  from  a  fimilar  lituatioiu 
At  all  events,  if  wc  had  die  fujicriority  at  fea,  the  convoy  oi^ht  to 
have  failed. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  made  fomc  obfervations  upon  the 
claufe,  and  was  proceeding  to  go  into  a  difcufficn  of  the  condud  (^ 
the  expedition  to  Guadnloupc  and  St.  Lucia,  and  making  fomc  al- 
lufions  which  were  confulcrcd  to  be  pcrfonul  to  the  CommanJers  i»q 
that  expedition,  he  was  called  to  order  by  the  Sj)eaker,  who  re- 
minded the  honourable  Baronet  that  the  queftion  before  the  Houfc 
was  not  an  cnquir)'  into  the  ctmdnci  of  particular  officers  or  particu- 
lar expeditions  ;  and  that  bt^ii^g  the  cafe,  he  found  himfclf  obliged 
to  call  him  to  order. 

Mr*  GREY  was  aware  of  the  propriety  of  the  Speaker's  ac&ering:, 
with  his  ufual  attention,  to  tlic  point  of  order,  tliough  he  could 
have  wiilied,  for  his  own  port,  that  the  hoiMXtrable  Baronet  hxd 
beeri  allowed  to  proceed.  There  was  nothing  he  fo  much  wiQKd 
for  as  a  full  inveftigatiort  of  every  circumftancc  relating  to  lliat  affairi 
becaufc  he  knew  much  of  wicked  rumour  and  mifchicvous  calumny 
had  been  circulated  Induftrioufly  on  that  fubjedl ;  and  he  was  equally  ^ 
certain,  upon  tlie  moil  minute  enquiry,  whenever  it  (hould  be  made, 
w^hich  it  certainly  would  be,  the  refult  would  refute  thofc  malicious 
afperlions,  and  do  away  all  iho(c  foifc  and  unfounded  calumnies  and 
rumours* 

Mr.  Sccrttnry  DUNDAS  cxpiafhed,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Francis, 
^'hat  he  had  formerly  faid>  which  was,  tliat  although  fome  fkigle 
fhips  had  failed  and  made  out  their  voyage,  ftill  the  circumftanccs 
Were  furfi  as  rendered  it  inipoflible  for  a  fleet  with  convoy  to  fail 
1^'itli  any  chance  of  fecurity. 

Mr.  COURTENAY,  after  having  made  art  obfcrvatlon  that 
Mr*  Dundas  ought  to  ftudy  the  EitgliCh  language,  which  it  appcard 
he  did  not  undori land,  was  called  to  order  by  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  DUNUAS  faid  jocofely,  in  reply,  that  there  was  do 
blame  to  him  if  his  father^  &c.  Uere  born  on  the  other  fide  of  the 

Mr.  COURTEKAY  proceeded,  arid  animadvertd  on  die  levity 
with  which  the  <right  honourable  gentleman  treated  the  remarks  made 
relative  to  the  tranfports  ;  and  in  fupport  of  the  diftemper  aboard 
the  tranfports^  mentioned  an  in(lan(^c  of  the  commander  of  die  re- 
giment abfolutely  refuting  to  put  his  troops  aboard  thcfc  Veflfels^  by 
teafbn  of  its  violence.  One  r<^imcnt»  which  at  (irft  confifled  of 
looomenj  is  now,  in  confe<}uence  of  its  malignancyf  reduce  J  to 
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if  00.  The  detention  of  the  tranfports,  bethought,  not  attributable 
to  adverfe  winds,  but  the  criminal  negligence  cxibitcd  by  Go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  infifted  diat  no  dtrca  anfvrer  had  been  given  to 
his  queftions,  which,  he  thought,  dcfcrved  anCwers  from  their  im-     •         j 
portance.  ^  .  '         ' 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  repeated  what  he  had  formerly  ftated,  | 

as  all  tlie  anfwcr  that  was  required.  * 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  was  fure  that  the  Houfe  and  the  country 
looked  to  the  fubjc6ts  which  had  that  night  been  introd*iced  ae  of 
fo  important  a  nature,  that  it  muft  be  neceffar)'  to  have  them  fullf 
invcftigated.  He  infifted  that  there  was  blame  to  be  laid  fomcwher^ 
and  he  had  heard  nothing  urged  that  tended  to  throw  it  off  from 
thofc  to  whom  it  had  been  imputed.  •  If  it  was  clear,  which  could 
not  well  be  denied,  that  an  infufficicnt  force  had  been  fent  out  with 
Sir  Charles  Grey,  and  what  was  worfc,  that  there  was  no  proba- 
bib'ty  at  the  time  of  fending  to  him  an  immediate  reinforcement, 
fuch  negligence,  and  the  confcqucnccs  that  had  enfued  from  it, 
called  for  the  moft  particular  inquiry.  In  his  opinion,  thefe  fefts 
were  made  out  by  what  had  happened  :  Sir  Charles  Grey  had  failed 
in  November  1793,  with  a  force  furely  inadequate,  or  if  fufficient 
to  conquer  the  Weft-India  Iflands,  complttcly  unfit  to  keep  what 
they  had  conquered  ;  and  now,  when  he  was  fpeaking,  he  knew 
of  no  reinforcement,  nor  any  adequate  affiftance,  that  they  bad  yet 
received.  An  honourable  gentleman  had  frequently  afked,  in  the 
oxirfe  of  the  debate,  what  motive  Miniftcrs  could  have  in  keeping 
the  troops  at  Plymouth,  or  in  not  attending  to  their  comfort ;— he 
would  not  pretend  to  fay,  becaufe  it  was  impoflible  for  him  to  know 
what  had  been  their  motives,  either  for  that  or  the  many  othc^ 
blunders  and  mifcarriages  which  had  happened  during  the  prcfcnt 
war.  Whatever  he  might  think  of  their  mc stives  to  this  country, 
it  was  of  little  confequence  whether  they  were  corrupt  or  not,  in- 
afmuch  as  they  had  produced  the  moft  difaftrous  events  that  oould 
have  befallen  us. 

Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  fpoke  ftiortly  in  reply,  and 
warned  the  Houfe  againft  being  led  by  the  motives  that  induced 
gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  to  paint  the  fituation  of  the  country,  aa 
they  had  done,  as  much  as  his  h(;nourablc  fiicnd  had  warned  them 
againft  comparing  the  motives  of  adminiftrati(>n  with  the  drcum- 
ftances  that  had  taken  place. — It  was  not  witliing  human  prudence 
to  fi>refee,  or  wifdom  to  prevent  the  failing  of  the  French  fleet, 
except  any  one  would  fay,  that  the  grand  fleet  of  England  (^ould 
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remain  oflF  Breft  to  prevent  the  French  fleet -froni  getthng  in  if  &c]f 
were  out,  or  getting  out  if  they  were  in. 

Mr.  SLOANEfcemed  to  think  thatthe  naval  ftrci^thoftlK  t!Duntiy 
had  been  ncgleftcd — that  fufficicnt  ftrength  had  not  been  employed 
in  the  Weft  Indics-r-that  our  information  with  regard  to  the 
French  fleet  had  been  defedlive,  and  that  there  muft  be  blame 
feoiewherey  for  keeping  the  troops  and  fleet  at  Plymouth  fo  long 
as  they  had  been. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  and  Mr.  SLOANE  fcvcrally  explained. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  every  thing  he  had  heard  convinced  him 
the  more  that  there  was  a  neceflity  for  invafligating  every  pan  of 
this  bufmefs*  The  Minifters  had,  throughout  the  war,  (hewn 
equal  want  of  intelligence,  folly  In  deflgns,  raflinefs  of  condud, 
and  imbecility  in  execution.  Sufficient  information  of  the  Gtua- 
tion  of  the  enemy  was  what  Minifters  were  ever  in  want  of  j  a  fleet 
ought  to  have  been  out  adequate  to  the  convoy  of  this  armament  iq 
the  Weft  Indies  ;  and  why  there  was  not,  fliould  be  a  part  of  that 
general  inquiry  that  was  to  be  made  relative  to  the  whole  manage- 
tnent  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  with  rcfpcfl  to  t^c  inquiry 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fecmed  to  think  ncccffar}', 
that  would  not  depend  eiilier  on  the  pofitivenefs  or  individual  judg: 
ment  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  but  on  the  refult  of  the 
deliberations  of  the  Koufc,  whether  fuch  an  inquiry  fhould  be 
deemed  neceffary-;  and  in  anfwer  to  the  other  point  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  fpcech,  he  (hould  only  repeat  what  he  had 
faid  before,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  keep  a  fuperior  fleet  continually 
at  fea,  except  we  had  a  fleet  double  to  that  of  the  enemy. 

'  The  remainder  of  the  rcfolutions  being  read  and  agreed  to,  bills 
were  ordered  to  be  brought  in  accordingly." 

Mr.  Secretary  WINDHAM  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  prevent  mutiny  and  defertione  Leave  was  given,  and  perform 
named  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Mr.  ATTORNEY.  GENERAL  faid,  it  had  been  his  intention 
to  move  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  to  continue  the  a£l  of  laft 
feflion,  6^,  that  day,  but  confidering  die  importance  of  the  fubjcd, 
and  that  he  wiflied  it  to  undergo  the  moft  folemn  and  ample  dif- 
cuflion,  he  would,  with  the  Jeaye  of  the  Houfe,  propofe  the  fecond 
reading  to-morrow ;  at  the  fame  time,  if  that  wj^s  agreed  to,  he 
intimated  his*  intention  and  wi(h,  that  the  fecond  reading  beir^ 
difcuflfed,  that  the  bill  fliould  go  through  the  Committee  die 
fame  day« 

Mn  SHERIDAN  faid;  that  he  had  no  objeaion  to  the  fecond 
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reading  being  put  off  till  to-mortow ;  but  he  faw  no  roifon  why, 
by  agreeing  to  that,  the  Hoiifc  was  to  go  into  any  compromife, 
by  pledging  itfelf,  that  the  bill  (hould  go  through  the  Committer 
the  fame  day. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL,  faid,  that  if  the  Houfefhould 
agree  to  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill,  it  implied  that  the  priciple  of 
the  bill  being  agrcjctl  to,  there  could  be  no  objcdtion  that  the  bill 
fhould  go  intg  a  Committoc. 

Mr.  FOX  contended  that  the  queftion  of  the  fecond  reading  was 
entirely  diftind  from  thci^ucftion  of  going  into  a  Committee.  Hq 
jvas  for  the  honourable  gentleman  firft  to  prove  that  there  were  fuffi- 
cient  rcaibn$  to  juftify  fuch  a  meafure  on  the  ground  of  policy  ;  and 
icvcn  fuppofing  fuch  a  cafe  made  out,  ftill  there  might  be  confidc- 
Table  doubts  with  refpcc^  to  the  law  on  the  fubjcclft,  and  fuch  doubts 
as  ought,  fuppofing  the  principle  of  the  bill  and  the  policy  of  the 
bill  to  be  admitted,  make  fomc  very  material  alterations  with  lefpefi 
to  the  preamble. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  and  carried,  t})at  the  bill  fl)ould  btt 
sqid  the  fecond  time  to> morrow. 

Friday y   January  23. 

Lord  STOPFORD  reported,  that  His  Majefty  bad  been  waited 
upon  him  with  an  addrcfs  of  that  Houfe,  and  that  he  had  been 
gracioufly  pleafcd  to  fay  he  would  give  dircdions  accordingly. 

Mr.  MAINWARING  prcf(?nted  a  petition  in  behalf  of  the 
tnn>keepcrs  and  victuallers  of  England,  figned  by  about  3000 
perfons,  ftating  tb*c  hardfhips  "under  which  they  labour,  by  means 
of  having  His  Majefty's  troops  and  horfes  quartered  on  them— • 
That  the  price  which  they  now  had  for  the  accomirodition  which 
they  were  compelled  to  give  to  fuch  tixwps,  differed  but  little  from  what 
was  allowed  in  the  reign  of  Xing  William,  and  that  no  advance  had 
been  made  in  that  price  for  the  laft  fixty  ycars.^r-That  in  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  quartering,  their  lofs  now,  altogether,  amounted  to 
near  one  (hilling  per  day  for  each  man  and  horfe,  to  the  great  diftrelt 
of  fome,  and  if  fome  relief  was  not  granted,  to  the  inevitable  ruin 
of  fome  of  the  petitioners.  The  petition  prayed,  in  general  terms, 
fuch  relief  as  x^q  the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  the  Houfe  (hould  feem  - 
meet,  and  to  be  heard  by  themfelves  or  counfel,  &c.  Mr.  Main- 
warii^  then  moved,  that  the  petition  be  referred  to  a  Committee, 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof^  and  report  it  as  it  Aiall 
appear  to  them  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  this  was^  matter  of  great  im- 
poctanoci  and  highly  deferving  of  the  attention  of  the  Houfe^  and 
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be  thought  they  ought  to  proceed  with  more  deliberation' than  that 
of  referring  at  once  to  a  Committee.  If  the  petition  was  now 
merely  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  it  would  not  remain  always 
in  that  fituation,  unlcfe  tHofc  who  had  prefentcd  it  were  nej^Kgcntof 
their  duty,  which  he  had  no  reafon  to  fufpc<3  ;  but  as  he  thought 
that  nothing  ought  to  be  done  upon  the  fuhjeft  without  a  full  in- 
quiry, it  appeared  to  him  that  the  beft  ftep  that  could  be  taken  now, 
was  that  of  fimply  ordering  the  petition  to  be  laid  oa  the  tabic  of 
the  Houfe. 

A  (hort  converfation  took  place,  which  was  fupported  by  Sir 
Edward  Knatchbull,  Colonel  RoUe,  Mr.  Walwln,  Mr.  Wigk^p, 
and  Mr.  Mainwaring  ;  which  ended  in  the  motion  for  the  petition 
being  referred  to  a  Commif  tec,  being  withdrawn,  and  the  pctitioi> 
ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FOX  moved  the  order  of  the  day*  for  the  attendance  of  fuch 
^Members  as  did  not  anfwcr  to  the  call  of  the  Ifoufc,  which  bcii^ 
read,  and  feveral  defaulters'  names  being  called  over,  a  general  order 
was  made  for  the  attendance  on  Tuefday  next,  of  all  thpfc  who 
had  not  yet  anfwcred. 

On  motion  being  made,  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  fer 
r^ulating'His  Majefty*s  marine  forces  while  on  (hore.  The  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  and  of  Ways  and  Means,  were  deferred  to  Monday 
next. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
Bill,  empowering  His  Majefty  to  fecure  and  detain  fuch  perfons  as 
he  (hall  fufpect  to  be  confpiring  againfl  his  pcrfon  and  Government, 
the  fpeaker  put  the  queftion,  that  this  bill  be  now  read  a'  fecond  time. 
Mr.  LAMBTON  faid,  that  all  along,  and  even  fince  this 
matter  was  firft  thought  of,  his  fentiments  had  been  uniform,  and 
the  opinion  which  he  had  at  laft  formed,  was  not  one  that  was 
iraA)ly  or  haftily  adopted,  but  wa&  fuch  as  gradually  grew  up  in  bis 
mind  on  the  inature  deliberation  of  events  as  they  had  happened. 
In  May  1792,  when  his  Majedy's  firft  proclamation  was  iffucd 
•giunft  certain  feditious  and  inflammatory  writings  and  publication*?, 
he  doUbtcsd  the  profeffed  objeft  of  thofe  who  advifed  His  Majcfty 
to  iffuc  that  proclamation.  It  was  hardly  rational  to  fuppofe  the 
real  view  was  nothing  but  to  warn  the  public  againft  tl\c  poflfible 
cffcQ.  of  fuch  publications,  becaufe,  had  they  been  really  the  objcS 
of  his  Msijcfty*s  advifers,  the  proclamation  muft  have  been  nearly 
goeval  with  tlie  publications  complained  of,  when  in  trurii  thcfe 
writings  were  notorioufly  publifhed  near  two  years  before  the  pnv 
damaiton  ifTaed,  and  in  the  interim,  nothing  was  heard  of  from 
Government  14)011  that  fubjedt,  aldiou^  the  writings  which  had 
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been  fince  complained  of,  had  been  all  this  while  In  general  and 
very  cxtmfivc  circulation^  nor  was  there  one  ftcp  taken,  or  word 
twd  of^  or  for  the  profecution  of  any  one  of  the  authors  of  thefc 
criminal  proceedings  j   he,  therefore,  fufped^cd  that  there   were 
fome  views  in  iffuing  that  proclamation  which  were  not  cxpreflcd 
in  the  words  pf  it.    His  fufpicions  .became  confiderably  increafed  in 
the  November  foUowii^,  when  he  heard  their  account  of  the  in- 
furrec^ions  which  were  made  the  pretexts  for  calling  out  the  militia 
and  the  fudden  meeting  of  PnTliament  ;  faols  v.'hich  were  entirely 
done  away,  and  difprovcd  by  many  gentlemen  who   had   local 
knowledge'  of  the  circwmftanccs  where  they  wore  faid  to  have  hap* 
pen:  d  ;  and  tcv  one  of  which  much  relied  upv'>n  at  the  time,  he 
hinifclf  could  f^«ak  upon  polkive  authority,  vii.  that  at  Shields  ;  an 
infurredtion  which  had  no  more  to  do  with  any  political  writings  or 
opinions,  than  they  had  to  do  with  the  intrigues  of  the  Vatican  or 
the    councils  of   the    Divan.     But  thofe  fufpicions  were  fully- 
confirmed  in  a  (hort  time  afterwards.     For,  when  an  honourable 
friend  of  his",  wifliing  to  relieve  the  public  from  the  alarms  which 
fhcfe  minifterial  arts  had  created,  moved  in  the  Houfe  for  a  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  thefc  alledged  plots  and  confpiraciesj  the 
Miniftcr  oppofcd  the  motion,  and  it  was  confequently  negatived.— — 
Why  were  thcfe  plots  not  inquired  into  ? — Bccaufe  inquiry  at  that 
time  fuitcd  not  the  views    and  purpofes  of  the  Miniller  and  his 
adherents.     They  had  projects  which  could  not  be  anfwercd  by  that 
plain,  honclly  and  direct  mcthoil,  and  therefore  of  inquiry  into 
tiicfe  plots  and  confptracics  we  heard  no  more  for  a  confiderable 
time:  about   fixteen  months  afterwards,  however,    the  Minifter 
himfclf  thought  fit  to  come  forward  and  call  for  inquiry  into  plots 
and  confpiracies,  and  extraordinnry  indeed  was  the  conduft  of  Par- 
liament upoa  tiiat  Dccafion  ;  vt'e  had  read  of  the  long  Parliament,  and 
of  the  rump  Parliament ;  poflihly  pofterity  might   view  a  confiding 
Parliament  in  no  better  ligiit  tlian  either ;  for  a  confiding  Parliament 
it  was  which  gave  the  Minifter  credit  for  his  afTertions,  and  agreed 
to  iuf|>end  the  Habeas  Corpus  ad  on  the  ftrength  of  it.     He  votcd^ 
he  faid,  agninft  all  thefe  prcpofitions  of  the  Minifter  ;  nothing  had 
happened  to  change,  but  many  circumftances  had  to  confirm  that 
opinioD,  and  therefore  it  was  impoflTible  for  him  to  agree  to  the 
motion  now  before  the  Houfe,  \^hich  was  for  the  iecond  reading 
of  a  bill  for  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus  adl,  nor  could  any  man, 
in  his  opinion^  fairly  agree  to  fucli  fufpenfion,  unlcfs  new  ploti 
and  freih  confpiracies  were  proved  to  have  been  formed,  and  that 
proof  regularly  and  fairly  bR)i^ht  before  that  Houfo  ;  a  thing  which 
l^as  not  even  pretetided  in  thb  cafe.     It  has  been  faid,  he  obfcn  cd. 
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that  thi^  bill  is  liot  a  local,  but  a  partial  fufpehfidn  of  this  ad-— 
This  appeared  to  him  the  veried  quibble  ever  urged  before  a  grave 
aiTembly— -perhaps  it  was  not  a  total  fufpenfion,  but  it  was  a  fufpen- 
fion  to  this  amount  of  efFe<St,  '*  that  His  Majefty 's  Minifters  may»  at  wilt 
and  pleafure,  imprifon  whom  he  pleafcs,  where  and  when  he  pleafcs^ 
without  afibrding  to  fuch  perfon  any  information  as  the  of&nce  with 
which  he  was  charged^  or,  who  his  accufcr  ,>*as  ;  that  he  could  at 
difcretion  withhold  the  privilege  of  bail,  and  confine  m  loathfome 
dungeons  any  man  in  Great  Britain,  faive  the  Members  of  the  two 
Houfes  of  Parliament."     Is  this  no  fufpenfion  of  the  operations  of 
the  Habeas  Corpus  zA  upon  our  perfonal  Englifh  liberties  ?  No  one 
meant  to  contend  it  was  fo  total,  as  to  extend  to  individuals  under 
9^Sdon  for  other  offences,  entirely  unconneded  with  feditious  o!* 
treafonable  prafliccs. — Was  the  fufpenfion  ever  more  general ;  was 
it  To  in  1 745  f     He  believed  not  ^  nor  need  it  to  be,  for  all  the 
purpofes  either  of  complete  feciirity,  if  any  real  danger  extfis,  or  of 
complete  oppreffion,  (hould  a  bad  Minifter  be  inclined  to  make  a 
bad  ufe  of  it. — In  anfwer  to  all  this,  he  ^lould  be  told,  perhaps, 
of  the  lenity  and  indulgence  which  had  accompanied  the  exercife  of 
the  power  given  to  Minifters,  by  this  bill,  which,  he  would  ob- 
ierve,  that  no  man,  in  a  free  country,  (hould  be  thus  left  at  the 
mercy  of  Minifters,  unlcfs  there  was  fome  great  and  prefling  occa- 
fion  that  made  it  ncceffary.   If,  however,  Minifters  have  in  many 
inftances  (as  is  notorious  they  have)  (hewn  this  lenity,  indiilgence 
in  the  admiffion  of  many  of  the  privileges  of  bail,  though  he  might 
applaud  their  humanity,  yet  he  could  not  but  think  it  fumidied  a 
prefumptive  inference  that  tl^fr.  plots  and  confpiracies  did  not  cxift 
to  that  dangerous  extent,  were  not  of  that  overbearing  (ixe,  as  to 
call  for  a  meafurc  ulf:ma  nrcfffiiafis,  fortifying  a  furrender  of  our  moft 
valuable  rights  and  prfvilcges ;  for  if  it  did  cxift  to  fueh  an  extent 
and  fize,  then  this  lenity  became  a  breach  of  duty,  in  as  much  as 
it  could  be  neither  prudent  nor  politic,  nor  fafe  to  fet  at  large,  and 
to  uflier  into  the  world  again  thefe  confpirators,  pending  the  inveiH- 
gatipn  of  a  confpiracy,  fo  dangerous  and  cxtenfive,  whofc  intr^ei 
and  artifices  might  baffle  the  juftice  of  the  nation,  or  even  rckincfie 
tlie  flame  in  fome  diftant  part  of  the  country,  where  the  vigilance 
and  exertions  of  Government  might  not  reach.—  On  the  firftday 
of  the  fcffion,  he  felt  confidcrable  indignation  at  the  dodrines 
which  he  heard  from  fome  gentlemen  in  that  Houfe,  on  the  fubjed 
of  trial  by  Jury,  and  the  prcfumption  of  law  as  to  guilt  and  inno- 
cence.    He  thought  it  a  principle  of  law  fo  well  and  fo  generally 
undcfftood — "  that  every  man  is  to  be  deemed  innocent  until  he  is 
proved  to  beguilt)V'  tlut  no  £ngli(li  gpitlcman  would  deny  it.  If 
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this  was  the  cafe,  what  was  to  he  faid  of  the  cafe  of  men  whom 
the  law  had  acquitted  ?  Arc  we  not,  a  fertioriy  upon  ftill  ftioi^r 
grounds  of  prefumption,  to  confidcr  that  man  innocent^  who  has 
been  adually  abfolved  fj\>m  the  charge  of  guilt  by  the  terdift  of 
an  honcft  and  an  honourable  Jury  ?  And  yet  the  Houfe  had  beard 
an  honourable  Member  make  ufe  of  the  phrafe  "  an  a<^quitted  felon.'* 
What  muft  his  feelings  be  when  he  heard  fuch  a  fcntence  in  an 
Englifti  Houfe  of  Commons  ?  He  did  not  fay  that  a  Member  of 
chat  Houfe  might  not,  in  his  individual  capacity,  form  his  opinion^ 
exprcfs  his  doubts,  upon  the  fuppofcd  evidence,  and  differ  in  the 
conelufion  contained  in  the  vcrdift  of  any  Jury — but  he  muft  think 
k  an  infult  to  that  excellent  fyftem  of  trial,  and  a  (hamcful  injury 
to  the  individuals,  to  have  it  announced,  in  that  public  AiTembly 
bf  the  Nation,  tliat  men,  who  had  been  acquitted  by  a  fair  vcrdift, 
oug^t  to  be  coniidered  in  no  better  light  (han  as  culprits  and  felons* 
Our  excellent  form  of  trial  by  jury  he  had  evet  undcrftood  to  be  fo 
admirably  calculated  for  the  detection  and  puniifament  of  all  crimes, 
that  it  commanded  a  veneration  and  rcfpeA  for  thofe  very  errors 
and  deficiencies  to  which  it  might  be  accidentally  liable,  (and  no 
human  inftitution  can  be  perfeift)  from  all  men  of  every  defcrlption, 
but  fnoft  particularly  from  thofe  who,,  a^  fenators,  are  engaged  in 
the  formation  of  laws,  and  from  thofe  who,  as  lawyers,  arc  engaged 
in  the  execution  or  expounding  of  thofe  laws. — But  no  fenators  and 
lawyers  have  traduced  it.  He  begged  not  to  be  miftaken,  or  fup- 
pofed  to  deny  the  right  of  Members,-  in  certain  cafes  and  under  cer- 
tain circumftanccs,  to  arraign  tlic  verdiiElt  of  a  jury — but  what  were 
the  cafes>  what  the  circumftanccs  ?  Either  where  he  Could  prove 
that  the  Jury  had  been  packed,  or  improperly  impannelled;  or 
where  the  Judge  had  given  wrong  diredions ;  or  where  an  evident 
partiality  had  appeared  in  any  part  of  the  trial ;  or  whcte  the  Jury 
had  been  bribed  on  the  one  hand,  or  menaced  by  the  Judge  on  the 
other,  and  had,  in  confequcnce  of  venality  or  tcrmr,  given  a  wrong 
verdid*^  in  either  of  thcfe  cafes  any  Member  of  that  Houfe  had  a 
right  to  complain  of  a  vcrdicl*  But  was  this  the  cafe  here  ? — By 
no  means ;  there  never  was  a  trial  to  which  fo  much  attention  and 
deliberation  had  been  given,  as  to  thofe  on  which  this  plot  and 
confpiracy  was  founded-*^  upon  what  principle  therefore  tlie  perfon^ 
who  had  been  acquitted  were  to  be  thus  ftigmatized,  (for  what  more 
degrading  (Hgrna  than  to  be  likened  to  acquitted  felons)  upon  wl^^t 
principle  foch  language  was  to  be  held  widi  impunity  he  was  at  a 
lofs  to  know.  Another  right  honourable  gentleman  had  made  a 
di(&v9ion  between  what  he  called  the  technical  forms  of  law,  by 
which  a  party  was  tried  and  acquitted,  and  tlie  moral  '^uilt  of  fuck 
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party;  this  was  again  an  unfounded  diftmffioh,  for  the  aecuiaticni 
of  trcafdft  iil  this  Houfe  (whether  according  to  law,  or  not,  was  not 
his  bufmefs  to  inquire  now)  was  chaigcd  to  arifc  out  of  the  tnonl 
guilt  or  accumulated  a£ls  of  fcdition,  denrtonfhuting  an  intendon  as 
dangerous  to  the  ftate  as  direft  afts  of  high  treafon,  therefore  the 
Jury  having  acquitted  the  perfons  charged,  hjtd,  upon  his  own  prin- 
ciple, deftroyed  the  diftincSion  which  he  made  between  the  fbrmal 
acquittal  by  law  of  a  perfon  charged  with  high  treaibn,  ^nd  the 
moral  guilt  of  fucli  a  perfon  who  had  been  guilty  of  a  crhnc  equally 
dangerous  to  the  State  as  high  trcafon.  He,  therefore,  maintained 
that  the  perfons  who  had  been  tried  for  hign  treafon  had  been  ac- 
quitted, according  to  the  deduftions  of  common  fenfe,  of  both  the 
treafort  and  the  fcdWon  ;  becaufe  the  objeft  of  the  profecution  was, 
to  make  out  and  fubftantiate  treafon  out  of  many  afts  of  fedidon ; 
the  fads  failed  on  the  part  of  the  profecutfim,  and  their  own  evi- 
dence difproved  the  cafe  on  the  part  of  the  Cmwn. 

Another  honourable  gentleman  had  aiked  if  the  exiftencc  of  the 
plot  could  be  doubted,  after  the  Grand  Jury  had  found  the  bill- 
to  which  he  would  anfwer,  mod  undoubtedly  it  could,  and  for  diis 
reafon,  the  evidence  given  before  the  Grand  Jury  was  ex  parte  evi- 
dence, nioft  probably  the  evidence  of  fpies  and  informers,  who  af- 
terwards committed  perjury  at  the  trial.     But  he  might  be  told,  that 
moft  of  the  evidence  before  the  Grand  Jury  arofe  out  of  documents 
which  were  unqueftionable  as  to  authenticity.     He  wifhed  to  draw 
a  veil  over  all  that  part,  of  the  fubjeft,  for  all  thcfe  documents  came 
before  the  Jury  under  a  deep  imprcffion  that  they  muft  be  fufficient 
for  them  to  find  the  bill,  becaufe  the  two  Houfcs  of  Parliament  had, 
by  their  votes,  expreffed  as  much  already.     Should  he  be  aikcd, 
whether  he  would  advife  that  mode  of  proceeding  againft  a  perfon 
accufed  with  a  crime  which  afFeftcd  his  life  ?  he  would  anfwer,  cer- 
tainly not.     Having  made  thefe  obfervations  on  the  late  trials,  he 
would  a(k  on  what  pretence  did  the  Minifters  come  forward  for  the 
renewal  of  tliis  bill  ? — Were  there  ^ny  new  fafls  on  which  it  was 
fupportcd  r — Was  there  any  ground  of  any  kind  for  rt  r — He  main- 
tained there  certainly  was  not.     He  wifhed  to.have  fome  informa- 
tion on  thefe  plots  and  coiifpjracics,  which  reminded  him  of  a 
Kne,  which  is  confidtrcd  by  philofophers  and  metaphyiicians  as  con- 
taining every  pofiible  circumftance  of  a  faft— 

^!sy  quidj  ubiy  quibus  auxiliisf  cur^  quomodo^  quarub. 

He  hegged  to  exammc  this  confpiracy  according  to  the  order  of 
thcfe  circumftanccs,  as  to  who  the  confpirators  were,  what  the  gwi- 
fpiracy  was,  where  it  was,  by  what  aid  and  aflidance  it  was  to  bq 
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carried  into  execution,  why  it  was  undertaken,  by  what  means  to 
be  rffe^ledy  and,  laftly,  at  what  time  it  was  attempted.  Firft, 
arc  the  confpirators  new  pcrfons  lately  difcovcred  ?  If  fo,  we  muft 
have  a  new  Committee  of  Inquiry,  and  a  new  Report,  upon  which 
will  depend  our  judgement  as  to  the  ncceflity  of  this  meafurc.--«- 
But  this  is  fairly  difclaimcd.  Then,  are  tliey  thofe  men  who  have 
been  acquitted? — Let  gentlemen  declare  upon  their  confciences  whe- 
ther that  acquittal  does  not  abfolve  them  as  much  from  a  feditious 
as  from  a  trcafooable  confpiracy,  and  negative  the  exSftence  of  the 
fedition,  as  much  as  it  can  be  fuppofed  to  do  the  new  law  of  trea- 
fon,  as  laid  down  by  the  Counfel  for  the  Crown.  Then  of  wh(U 
docs  the  confpiracy  confift  ?  Is  the  fimple  a6l  of  calling^  a  Conven- 
tion an  illegal  confpn^cy  ? — Certainly  not  In  England,  whatever 
it  may  be  in  Ireland ;  and  as  to  the  word  Convention,  becaufe 
ufcd  by  the  French,  containing  any  inherent  danger,  it  is  too 
puerile  to  fuppofc  it.— The  people  of  England  have  a  right  to  fum- 
mon  a  Convention  or  Affembly,  call  it  which  gentlemen  plcafe, 
in  order  to  confidcr  of  any  grievances  under  which  they  may  labour, 
and  to  petition  for  a  redrefs,  be  the  fubjcft  what  it  may,  provided 
it  be  done  in  a  peaceable  and  conftitutional  manner.  The  next 
queftion  to  be  afked  is,  where  is  the 'formidable  coofpiracy  r — ^Was 
it  in  thfc  metropolis,  in  different  parts  of  which,  as  an  honourable 
Member  had  faid  laft  year,  a  great  number  of  defperate  villains 
met  in  night-cellars,  where  they  exercifed  with  knives  and  other 
implements  made  for  the  purpofe  of  dcftrudtion  ;  and  where,  in  the 
dead  of  night,  they  planned  their  horrid  fchemcs,  to  tlie  due  and 
pun<5lual  execution  of  which  they  took  the  moft  folcmn  oaths,  and 
for  the  breach  of  which  they  called  for  the  moft  horrid  imprecations  ? 
All  this  had  been  urged  laft  year  'to  be  true  ;  although  he  wondered 
that  nothing  of  it  appeared  in  the  Report.  Hovvcvcr,  tliere  was 
nothing  in  it;  this  was  not  to  be  found  therefore  in  London.  Was 
it  to  be  found  in  Norwich,  or  in  Derby,  or  in  any  other  part  of 
the  country  ?— Certainly  not.  He  would  alfo  inquire  by  whofe  aid 
this  confpiracy  was  to  be  carried  into  execution  ?  Has  any  evidence 
been  adduced  to  prove  an  application  from  any  men  in  England  to 
the  Government  of  France  for  arms,  for  men,  or  for  money,  as 
was  the  cafe  in  the  rebellion  of  1745  r-r-Certainly  not.  Their 
whole  connexion  with  France  is  to  be  found  in  a  few  rafti  filly 
addreftes  fent  to  the  Convention — zvhen?  Before  England  was  en- 
gaged  in  the  war.  His  next  query  was,  zvhy  ?  For  what  piirpofi 
was  this  confpiracy  fet  on  foot  r  Minifters  fay  for  the  purpofe  of  fu- 
pcrfcding  the  funftions  of  the  Legiflarure,  and  fubvcrting  die  ex- 
ifting  Government  of  the  country.     Here  he  begged  gciujemen  tc 
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refer  to  the  evidence,  and  to  give  it  a  difpalTionate  conlidenitian, 
by  which  it  is  clearly  proved,  that  the  rcfult  of  their  purpofe  vas  a 
Parliamentary  Reform,  on  the  broad  bafis  of  qniverfal  fuffragp»  as 
recommended  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond-rTr-Thc  next 
query  was,  by  what  means  this  confpiracy  wag  to  be  efFedled — ^Was 
it  through  the  medium  of  thofe  famous  pikes,  of  which  we  heard 
fo  much  laft  year— what  have  they  proved  ?  What,  but  the  ab- 
furdity  and  folly  of  the  profeputors  r  Upon  the  firft  trial,  iryked, 
they  made  tlieir  appearance,  but  fo  ridiculous  and  contemptible  was 
the  inference  drawn  from  them,  that  downright  Iharoe  prevented 
their  fecond  appearance  upon  the  flage.     Did  then  the  vaft  and 
tremendous  means  of  the  confpirators  confift  in  the  army  of  taylors 
e^cercifing  in  a  garret  at  Lambeth,  ai)  army,  into  the  middle  of 
which,  he  vferily  believed,  either  Townftiend  or  Jealous  might  .have 
marched  without  danger,  and  have  conducted  by  th^  ccdlar  their 
General  and  his  Aid  du  Camp,  with  perfeA  fafety  and  impuBily» 
to  the  afling  Magiftrate  in  Bow-ftreet, — Laftly,  at  what  time  have 
thefe  mad  confpirators  undertaken  this  confpiracy  r   Is  it  at  a  time 
of  general  difaffeflion  to  the  Government,  or  to  the  Crown  ?  Is  it 
at  a  time  of  internal  weaknefs  ?-:'Tha  reverfc  is  too  notorious  to  be 
denied.     The  Executive  Government,  in  no  period  of  our  hiilory, 
was  ever  fo  ftrong ;  in  no  period  of  our  hiftory  have  we  eve*  had  a 
Monarch  on  the  throne  of  England  more  beloved  by  all  ranks  of 
men,  than  is  the  prefent  Monarch,  and  beloved  upon  the  beft  of 
all  titles,  his  private  and  perfonal  virtues.     Could  they  hope  for 
fuccefs  from  our  internal  weaknefs  r  Look  over  the  furfiacc  of  Ei^- 
land,  and  you  will  find  it  covered  with  a  militia  the  moft  complete 
in  point  of  numbers,  and  equal,  in  point  of  difcipline,  even  to  our 
regulars — ^You  will  find  Volunteers  and  Fenciblcs,  loyal  in  dtfpo- 
fition,  and  ready  to  march  on  the  firft  order  to  any  part  of  the 
kingdom  for  tl^e  fu^prefllon  of  any  tumglts  and  inrurre^ions  which 
might  arife — and  is  this  a  ftate  of  danger  ?  Have  we  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend the  fuccefs  of  a  confpiracy  with  all  thefe  faicguards  ?  Muft 
we  wantonly  and  qfclefsly  fwell  the  ftate  of  our  fecurity  by  the  fur- 
render  of  a  law  upon  which  depends  our  moft  valuable  privileges  ^ 
What  chance,  therefore,  was  there  of  any  fuccefs  to  confpiratcvs 
agninft  the  State  ?  Moft  indubitably  none.    Let  men  of  honour  and 
confcicnce,  therefore,  declare  whether  it  was  a  fit  thing  that  the  peo- 
ple of  England  fliould,  without  any  reafon,  be  deprived  of  their 
rights. — He  could  not  help  thinking  the  fyftem  of  policy  purfued  of 
late  years  by  His  Majefty's  Minifters  wore  an  awful  and  alarming 
afped.    What  was  this  fyftem  f — The  adoption  of  intriguing  mca^ 
furcs,  calculated  to  feparate  th?  higher  and  lowpr  daffes  of  focietyi 
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to  dxaw  a  line  of  demarcsition  between  the  rich  and  the  poor.  '  A 
fyftem  wliich  he  was  in  hopes  would  have  been  left  to  tlie  defpolifm 
of  RiifliaL  and  Germany  ;  whpre  the  proud  nobles,  as  if  formed  of 
dificrent  flcfti,  of  different  blood,  and  of  difFcreitf  organs,  arc  but 
loo  apt  to  confidcr  their  inferiors  as  mere  brutes  and  beads  of  bur* 
den»  This  is  the  baneful  exotic  tranfplanted  by  Miniflers  into 
diis  land  of  freedom,  and  fatal  muil  be  its  fruits,  except  nipped 
.and  blafied  in  the  bud.  Fear  is  their  fuccefsful  engine,  and  we  all 
^  know  that  fear  begets  jealoufy,  jeajoufy  partial  opprefllon,  partial 
opprefiion  leads  to  genoal  tyranny,  and  tyranny  to  a  refinance  (if 
Englilhinen  may  fay  it  with  impunity)  big  with  confcquences  equal 
perhaps  to  thde  which  have  produced  all  thoTe  fcenes  of  bloodfhcd, 
horror,  and  convulfion,  which  have  laid  low  the  Monardiy  of 
France,  and  have  (haken  to  their  very  centers  every  Government 
in  Europe.  This,  he  repeated  was  tlic  trick,  the  legerdemain  of 
tbcir  Machiavelian  policy,  and  they  had  fuocccded.  Was  this  the 
good  old  ftcrling  policy  of  EnglUhmcn  ? — Surely  not.  Surely  the 
prominent  and  mod  beautiful  feature  of  Englifli  pblicy  was,  to  unite 
them  in  one  bond  of  h&rwonj  and  love  for  the  Conftitution  under 
which  they  were  both  protcftcd.  Not  to  encourage  fufpicion  in 
the  one,  and  envy  in  the  other,  'fo  as  to  make  two  fcparate  and 
hoftile  parties*  He  had  filled  the  men  of  wealth  of  this  country 
with  fear,  for  the  poflcflion  of  their  darling  property,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  making  them  look  with  diftruft  on  tlie  poor,  and  thereby  to 
^in  his  objedl  in  taking  away  the  liberty  of  all.  This  might  pafs 
for  a  time,  for  it  had  paffed.«— For  a  time  the  opinion  of  the  rich 
^nrould  appear  to  be  the  entire  opinion  of  the  country  ;  and  give  a 
certain  tone  to  its  politics,  but  this  was  a  fugitive  and  trandtory 
cloud ;  and  the  whole  people  of  England,  feeing  with  their  own 
eyes,  would  before  long  fpeak  with  their  own  tongues  ;  and  when 
they  fliould  fpeak,  they  would  fpeak  with  a  voice  that  would  aroufc 
the  moft  lethargic,  and  intimidate  the  mod  corrupt  and  profligate 
of  their  enemies.  He  had  no  pleafure  in  faying  thefe  things ;  he 
could  wifli  Acre  was  no  foundation  for  them,  but  thefe  were  not 
times  to  mince  matters,  they  were  times  in  wliich  every  honeft  man 
(hould  fpeak  out  the  real  dilates  of  his  heart. 

Such  were  the  grounds  on  which  this  bill  for  tlic  fufpenfion  of 
the  Habeas  Corpus  A(5l  was  to  be  oppofcd  by  him.  He  did  not 
mean  to  fay,  that  there  were  not  perfons  who  wifhed  to  throw 
thin^  into  confufion.  Defperate  men  have  cxifted,  and  will  exift, 
in  every  country  in  the  world,  and  at  all  periods,  be  the  Govcrn- 
menr  ever  fo  good  or  lenient.  Difcontent  and  envy  are  not  new 
paflions  in  the  human  mind  j  nay,  li^c  would  admit,  tliat  many  rafh, 
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hot-headed  and  intemperate  writings  had  been  iflued,  nnorc  calcu- 
lated to  inflame,  than  to  enlighten  the  underftanding  of  men  j  but 
can  we  find  no  excufe  for  fuch  warmth  and  fuch  intemperance  ?  Is 
it  not  natural,  that  men  difgufted  with  thofe  abufcs  and  corruptions, 
which  ftalk  in  the  face  of  day,  and  vvhich  all  men  arc  become  afliamcd 
of  denyingy  ftiould  feel  thofe  irritations  of  the  mind,  which  lead  to 
language  not  quite  fo  meafured,  or  fo  cautious,  as  might  be  expe<3ed 
from  apathy,  ignorance,  indifference,  or  hypocrify.  There  i^ere, 
without  doubt,  fuch  men  as  he  had  defcribed  ;  but  what  he  main- 
tained was,  that  their  numbers  and  their  a)nfequencc  was  not,  at 
that  day,  fo  formidable  to  the  fafety  and  fecurity  of  our  Govern- 
ment,  as  to  juftify  the  meafure  propofed  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman.  Nay,  even  here,  lie  could  not  clofe  his  objections  to 
this  bill— they  were  not  to  be  confined  even  to  its  operations  upon 
our  perfonal  rights  and  liberties.  ,  Ho  was  alfo  a^mnft  it,  bccaufc 
it  gave  encouragement  to  the  ncftrious  praflices  of  ^hofc  damnable 
fiends,  commonly  called  fpics  ;^for  fiends  of  hell  they  were,  both 
in  their  objefls,  and  the  nefarious  pra^^ices  through  which  thcr 
carried  them  into  cfFcft ;  not  only  in  the  calamines  whicli  tliey 
brought  upon  others,  but  in  the  curfes  alfo  which  frequently  fell 
upon  their  own  devoted  heads.  For  how  often  is  perjury  the  price 
of  their  information— and  here  he  could  not  but  reflecl  upon  that 
arch  villain,  who  had  attempted  to  take  away  the  life  of  Mr.  Wal- 
ker, and  couple  with  diat  rcfledion  the  inequality  of  punifhmcnts, 
which,  in  feveral  inftanccs  of  late  years  have  marked  our  judicial 
proceedings.  There  is  no  blacker  crime  in  the  whole  catalogue  of 
human  depravities'  than  perjury,  and  when  engaged  in  an  attempt 
uj}on  the  life  of  an  innocent  man,  defies  language  to  charadterife  the 
cnormitv — it  is  worfe  than  feionv,  worfc  than  manv  cafes  of  mur- 
xlcr  itfclf.  The  human,  mind  fhrinks  back  at  die  idea  of  a  fellow- 
creature,  deliberately  in  his  clofet,  or  upon  his  pillow,  with  malice 
tahnly  prep'enfcy  planning  his  talc  of  deftruflion,  to  whicli  he  muft 
make  that  God  a  party,  whofc  omnifcicnce  baffles  all  deceit,  and 
whofe  wratli  never  fails  to  overtake  the  deceiver,"  He  did  not  think 
tliat  he  had  any  tiling  more  to  fay  upon  this  fubjcCt,  except  to  take 
notice  of  a  fociety  to  which  he  had  the  honour  to  belong.  He 
Tas  happy  the  Minlfter  thought  the  vlc^^s  of  the  focict}'  moderate 
tmd  patriotic  \  obferving  fome  gcfturcs,  he  proceeded  to  far,  the 
Minifter  fccmed  to  nod  diffcnr  from  the  laft  propofition.  He  fliould 
1:c  glad  to  fee  tlic  iMiniftcr  attempt  to  prove  one  Vi^  of  the  Society 
of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  or  onu  fcntencc  written  by  them, 
vhich  was  not  moderate  and  patriotic.  He  could  not  help  thank- 
ing the  rvlbuftcr  tor  the  opportunity  which  he  had  given  him,  to 
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fay  fo  miich  of  the  fociety  to  wliich  he  had  alluded.  He  hoped 
their  recent  aflions  had  proved  what  he  now  faid.  What  had 
that  fociety  lately  done  ?— They  had  fufpendcd  all  aftive  opera- 
tion for  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  Had  they  abandoned  theif  ob- 
ject ? — Certainly  not.  But  there  was  one  common  danger  now  in 
which  we  were  all  involved  ;  it  was  paramount,  and  fuperior,  to 
all  other  confidcraticns  ;  it  was  therefore  their  duty  to  refrain,  for 
the  prefcnt,  from  agitating  the  minds  of  the  public ;  they  had 
therefore  withdrawn  their  efforts  for  a  Parliamentary  Reform. 
How  long  were  they  to  be  thus  retired  and  inadlive  ?  During  the 
continuance  of  our  prclcnt  calamity ;  no  longer.  When  (faid  he) 
it  (hall  pleafc  God  to.  remove  our  prefent  calamity,  we  flaall  then 
Hand  upon  advantageous  ground  with  the  people  of  this  country. 
We  (hall  be  enabled  to  fay  to  them,  the  dangers  and  difficulties 
which  you  have  been  under— the  calamities  you  have  experienced, 
were  brought  on  by  a  corrupt  Adminiftration,  acting  through  the 
medium  of  a  corrupt  Parliament. — [A  cry  of  Order!  Order!  came 
from  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Houfe.] — Mr.  Lambton  proceeded— 
**  The  language  which  I  have  ufed  I  will  repeat,  if  it  has  faded 
in  the  recoUeflion  of  any  Member  of  this  Houfe  :  I  fay  that  will 
be  the  advantage  ground  on  which  we  (hall  ftand,  and  fuch  is  the 
addrcfs  which  I,  for  one,  (hall  make  to  the  people  of  diis  country, 
and  I  will  defy  the  anifices  of  any  fet  of  men  to  counteract  it, 
for  I  know  there  is  a  great  deal  of  difcemfncnt  in  the  people  of  this 
country." 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  faid,  there  was  no  man  in 
that  Houfe  who  felt  more  the  immcnfc  importance  and  magnitude 
of  the  fubjcdt  than  he  did  :  perhaps  there  were  circumftances  whidi 
made  his  feelings  upon  it  ftrgngcr  than  thofe  of  moft  of  the  gende- 
mcn  in  that  Houfe.  The  fuuation  he  had  the  honour  to  hold,  had 
thrown  a  duty  upon  him  as  fevere,  in  every  fenfc  of  the  word,  as 
could  be  thrown  upon  any  individual.  In  rifing  tofpeak  upon  this 
queftion,  he  felt  no  animolity,  no  warmth  ;  he  had  no  other  object 
but  truth.  In  the  courfe  of  what  he  had  to  fay,  it  was  his  objeA 
to  convince,  and  not  to  offend.  The  duty  he  had  to  perform  was 
of  too  fol cnirtj  too  important  a  nature,  and  he  (hould  be  unworthy 
of  the  fituation  he  held,  if  he  did  in  any  point  endeavour  to  mif- 
Icad  the  judgment  of  the  Houfe.  The  duty  which  had  been 
thrown  upon  him  was  to  conduft  a  great  public  profecution,  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  render  it  efTcctual ;  but  it  was  alfo  his  duty  not  to 
render  it  efFc<£tual  by  violating  any  one  of  the  rules  of  the  law  or  of 
jufticc.  He  hoped,  in  this  particular,  his  con^udt  was  not  liable 
to  ccnfurc  ;  of  this  he  was  fure>  that  he  had  adted  ftridHy  according 
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to  the  dtdtates  of  his  confciencc. — In  bringing  fi»i«rard  this  inea* 
fare,  he  admitted  in  the  fuikft  manner  what  had  fallen  from  gentle* 
men  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfc,  viz,  that  very  dear^  very 
firong  grounds  fhould  be  made  out  before  they  oould  aflent  to  the 
motion. — Indeed,  fo  ftrongly  did  he  fed  that  it  was  the  rig^t  of 
the  people  to  have  tliis  ad  in  force,  unlefs  in  cafes  of  cmogency, 
that  if  he  had  had  reafon  to  think  that  there  cxifted  no  real  caufe 
why  the  bill  (hould  continue  in  exigence,  he  would  himfelfhave 
come  forward  early  in  the  fcfTion,  to  have  propofed  the  tepeal ;  for^ 
though  the  z&  was  limited  to  the  firft  of  Februaqr,  yet,  in  his  op- 
nion,  not  one  day  {hould  be  loft  in  rcftoringthe  Habeas  Coqpus  ad 
^ftcr  the  danger  had  ceafed. — Whether  that  danger  did  or  did  not 
exifl  at  this  moment  in  fiich  a  degree  as  to  judify  the  continuance 
of  the  fufpcnfion,  was  a  point  upon  which  he  diflered  fixxn  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  fpokc  lafl,  and  he  was  afraid   from 
fcveral  other  gentleme'n  in  that  Houfe.     He  was  aware  that  it  was 
not  a  popular  meafure  to  propofe  the  renewal  of  this  bill :  he  knew 
that  popular  opinion  had  been  much  miiled  upon  this  fubjcd,   and 
that  fome  pains  had  been  taken  to  prevent  the  people  from  viewing 
it  in  its  proper  light.     He  confefTcd.  that  he  felt,  in  common  with 
other  men,  a  certain  degree  of  relu6lance  in  taking  the  lead  in  an 
unpopular  meafure  ;  but  when  he  was  called  upon  by  reafon,  by 
confcience,  by  his  duty  to  his  country,  to  perform  the  ta(k,  he 
would  do  it  "boldly.     He  could  not  but  lament  cxtcmcly  the  temper 
of  mind  which  the  honouraUc  gentleman  who  fpokc  laft  had  dif- 
played  upon  this  queftion.— He  had  known  that  gentleman  from 
his  infancy,  he  knew  the  virtues  of  his  heart,  he  knew  the  powers 
of  his  mind,  he  knew  the  great  extent  of  liis  property,  and  it  was 
that  knowledge  of  him  which  made  him  regret  the  temper  in  which 
be  had  fpoken  upon  tliis  fubje£t.     Whenever  he  faw  a  man  of  his 
weight  and  confequence  in  the  country  profcfling  fuch  fentimcntSy 
and  fupporting  them  with  fo  much  vehemence,  it  always  called  to  his 
tefleftion  a  letter  written  by  perfons  calling  tliemfelves  the  Editors  of 
the  Patriot  (a  paper  publifhcd  at  Sheffield)  to  the  Conditutional  So- 
ciety.    This  letter,  after  fiiggelling  a  \aricty  of  ways  of  inftiiling 
difcontent  into  the  minds  of  the  people,  goes  on  thus  :  "  Whenever 
you  find  men  apprehcnfivc  that  an  attempt  at  reform  may  produce 
confufion  artd  the  dcilrudtion  of  property,  aik.them  if  they  know  fuch 
a  man  (namingone  of  great  fortune  and  charafftcr  in  the  neighbourhoodj 
who  is  an  advocate  for  refonn),  he  will  fay  yes  :  you  may  tlicn  aik 
him,  whether  he  fuppofcs  that  fuch  a  man  would  fupport  a  meafure 
which  had  a  tendency  to  dcilroy  all  property,  and  confequently  to 
ruin  him,  &c."     Thus  it  was  tliat  tlic  gentlemen  who  jrcally  wcit 


n.  i795»  1^  c^  s>  i\  L  £0  o»  .  »57 

toxIouS  for  the  gpdi  of  the  c5ufitry,  ^vcr;,  eited  as  example?  p 
induce  uniaformed  men  to  enter  into  all  the  wild  and  dangert>U!k 
fchenies  of  pretended  reformers.  This  obfervation  he  meant  par- 
ticularly to  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  juft  fat  down,,  .de  te 
fabula  ttarratur-r-he  hoped  that  gcritlemah  would  refledl  fariouflf 
upon  diis  advice  ;  his  Immenfe  property  gave  him  great  weight  in 
the  counm',  and  he  hoped  he  nev6r  would  fufFer  defigning  m^en  to 
life  that  weight  for  the  promotion  of  their  own  views  of  cohfiifiori 
and  anarchy.  Tliis  obfervation  was  ftronger  when  applied  to  tihe 
Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  people.  The  honourable  gentleman 
had  faid  much  in  favour  of  that  Society.  It  was  not  his  int^ifktion 
to  enter  into  argument  upon  what  might  be  thi  intentions  of  that 
Society ;  but  this  he  would  venture  to  fay,  that  the  example  -  of 
men,  fuppofed  to  be  men  of  confequence  in  the  State,  had.  beeii 
produAfve  of  111  effects  to  the  community.  .  He  certainly  did  ap- 
prove of  the  conduft  of  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People* 
in  ceaiing,  in  the  prefeiit  moment,  their  exertiipns  for  the  obtaining 
a  reform  in  Parliament ;  but  he  (hould  have  approved  of  their  con- 
dufl  ftlll  more,  if  they  had  (hewn  more  temper  in  the  additfs'by 
which  they  communicated  that  intention  to  the  public ;  fdr,  fcom 
the  way  it  was  written,  it  ftemcd  calculated  to  excite  others  to 
thofc  adtivo  meafurcs  which  they  thcmfelves  had  declined.  With 
rcfpeft  to  the  meafure  then  before  the  Houfe,  he  hgd  becri.  con- 
cerned in  it  in  a  variety  of  charadlers,  and  had  been  called  upon 
to  zA  in  it  in  a  variety  of  capacities.  The  firft  iituation  in  which  he 
had  been  led  to  coniider  this  bufinefs^  was  as  a  Member  of  that  Com- 
mitteetp  whom  the  papers  were  originally  referred.  He  then  Jiad 
to  view  it  in  a  more  important  light,  as  His  Majefty's  Attorney- 
Gcnerlt ;  and  laftly,  he  came  to  confidcr  it  in  a  legiflative  point 
of  view.  Befort  he  pnxrecded  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe  the  groutid* 
upon  which  it  Appeared  to  him  expedient  to  pafs  this  bill,  he  begged 
leave  to  reply  (hortly  to  fome  obfcrvations  which  had  Jallen  from 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft.  He  had  fpoken  much 
upon  the  nature  and  effcd  of  the  verdift  of  a  jury.  Nothing  could 
be  fatther  from  his  intention  than  to  fay  one  word  that  could  br. 
cohfidered  as  difrefpedlful  to  that  invaluable  inftitution  ;  no  man 
could  lo6k  upon  juries  with  mont  veneration ;  it  was  in  them  that 
the  Conftitunon  lived,  moved,  and  had  its  being.  But  great  and 
invaluable  as  the  trial  by  jury  was,  it  could  not  alone  maintain  the 
Conftltution  of  this  Countr}',  particularly  when  attacked  by  fo.many 
and  fo  powerful' engines  as  it  was  at  prefent.  He  ihould  not*  only 
fpe^k  of  the  terdi£ts  of  juri^  in. general  with  rcfpcd,  butof  th« 
particular  verdi£ts  which  had  fo  often  been  alluded  to.  But  ht 
Vot.XLi  XI 
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coneeived  it  was  no  derogation  fiotn  the  dharafter  of  a  jury  to  iay 
that,  in  a  queftion  like  the  prefent,^  he  (hould  pay  more  defcreilce 
to  the  c^inion  of  Parliament/  than  to  the  opinion  of  a  jury  ;  and 
he  could  not  avoid  faying,  that  nothing  could  be  more  injudidous, 
nothing  more  improper,  thaii  to  ptaife  a  jury  at  the  cspetKe  of  a 
Parliament.     But  the  opinion  of  die  juries  who  decided  iri  die  latf 
trials,  and  of  the  opinion  of  Parliament  upon  this  fubje£l,  mi^t 
not  differ  iii  the  fmalleft  degree^  notwithdanding  all  that  had  been 
faid  to  fet  the  one  in  oppofition  to  the  other.     The  view  in  which 
It  was  confidered  by  the  juries,  and  the  purpofc  for  which  they  in- 
veftigated  it,  were  fo  extremely  different  from  the  grounds  upon 
-which  it  was  examined  by  Parliament,  that  the  dedfion  of  the  one 
had  no  eftcA  upon  die  other.     No  mart  was  more  likely  to  be 
miflakenthan  he  was  ;  but  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  was  by  no 
nieans  neceilary  t^at  any  of  the  individuals  accufed  of  treafon,  ihoidd 
have  been  conviflcd,  in  order  to  juftlfy  Parliament  in  paflir^  this 
bill,  becaufe.  it  was  not  propofed  on  account  of  the  guilt  of  any 
individual  in  particular,  but  upori  the  exigence  of  a  confpiracy.  The 
verdidts  had  acquitted  the  perfons  accufed ;  but  as  to  the  exiftence  of 
the  confpiracy,  the  verdidts  faid  nothlng,'andindeed  that  was  afubjed 
upon  which  Parliament  was  fully  competent  to  decide  for  itfelf.  If  he 
appeared  tofpeak^i  ith  too  much  confidence  upon  this  fubjedi,  he  hoped 
the  Houfe  would  forgive  him  ;  fo  much  of  his  time  had  been  fpent  in 
examining,  in  various  points  of  view,  and  for  different  purpofcs, 
that  he,  perhaps,  felt  himfclf  juftiffcd  in  fpeakiag  at   leafi  widi 
fomc  confidence.     As  a  Member  of  the  Conimittec,.  his  duty  was 
to  examine  whether  there  was  ground  for  the  report  which  was 
made.     As  Attorrtcy-Gcncral,  he  had  a  more  important,  a  more 
folemd  duty  to  difcharge.     Upon  examining   every   part   of  the 
C2l(c  with  all  die   induitry  and  (kill  he  could  bedow,    he  fcit 
faimfelf  compelled  to. carry  the  bufinefs  before  a  grand  jury  ;  but 
upon  this  occafioil  he  had  nottrufted  to  his  owri  judgment,  he  con- 
fulted  with  fome  of  the  ablcft  rtiert  in'  the  ppofeflion  of  the  law 
(not  more  able,  he  thanked  God,  than  thofe  crpployed  for  the  pir- 
foners),  and  tUcy  concurred  with. him  ifi  tliinkinj^  tt  a  proper  cafe 
for  the  corifideratten  of  a  grand  jury.     Having  tikai  thcfe  precau- 
tions, the  cafe  was  fubmitted  to  a  gfand  jury,  who  fandUoncd,  by 
their  concurrence,  the  opinion  he  had  formed.     He  had  often  heard 
cenfurcs  paSed  upon  that  power  veiled  in  the  hands  of  the  Attorney- 
General,  viz.  that  of  filing  informatbns  ex  officioy  but  tie  never 
before.' heard,  fijch  aii  attack  upon  the  character  and  fu£tion$  of  a 
grand  jur)',  which  in  genctal  is  confidered  as  a  fafoguard  of  the  li- 
berty of  the  people,  almoft  equal  in  point  of  effeA  with  the  petit 
'  jjpiy*     It  had  been  (aid  that  the  grand  juiy  mufl  have  been  pre- 


judiced  from  the  predetermhiation  of  Parliament.  If  this  argument 
had  any  weight  at  all,  it  muft  go  the  lei^h  of  proving  that  it  was 
-wrong  for  Parliament  to  intcrpofe,''  though  they  faw  the  country 
threatened  with  imminent  danger,  for  fear  that  it  might  influence 
the  determiaadon  of  a  grand  jury. 

As  to  the  Grand  Jury  having  proceeded  upon  ex  parte  evidence, 
it  was  true ;  but  fo  did  every  Grand  Jury,  and  upon  this  occaiion 
they  fpcnt  four  days  in  inveftigating  the  charge,  and  great  part  of  the 
evidence  upon  which  they  founded  their  determination,  was  written 
documents.  But  the  honourable  gentleman  declaimed  with  much 
vehemence  upon  the  circumftance  of  •fpics  having  been  examined. 
In  the  firft  place,  he  wiflicd  to  obferve,  that  very  few  of  the  peribns 
coming  under  that  dcfcripdon  were  examined  before  the  Grand  Jury ; 
and  widi  rcfped  to  thofe  examined  at  the  trials,  he  had  done  what 
he  conceived  to  be  his  duty  \  he  had  prefaced  the  examination  of 
thofe  perfons,  by  telling  the  jury  that  th?y  were  not  X.o  give  credit 
to  peribns  (landing  in  that  predicament,  unlefs  in  points  in  which 
they  were  confirmed  by  other  witneflcs,  or  where  they  were  not 
contradtdcd  by  other  witneffes.  He  had  in  the  courfe  of  a  pretty 
adlive  profeffional  life,  been  prefent  at  many  trials  in  which  perfons 
called  fpies  had 'been  examined,  and  he  never  remembered  one  fingle 
cafe  in  which  the  oppofite  party  had  gained  fo  little  by  the  attack 
made  upwi  them ;  befides,  the  Houfc  (hould  recoiled  that  thofe 
fpies  flood  in  a  very  dii!bent  predicament  in  thofe  trials  from  what 
they  did  upon  mod  occafions.  They  did  not  come  to  fpcak  of  tranf* 
actions  which  pafled  in  a  comer,  thi^  did  not  come  to  prove  con* 
verfations  between  two  individuals,  and  where,  of  courfe,  the  per- 
fon  accufed  can  have  no  means  of  defence.  On  the  contrary,  they 
fpoke  to  iadls  which  happened  every  week  in  public  focieties ;  and 
if  in  giving  their  evidence  they  had  mif-ftated  fafls,  there  were  hun- 
dreds of  perfons  who  might  have  contradi(3cd  them.  But  during  all 
thofe  trials,  that  was  not  the  cafe  in  a  fingle  infhnce.  He  tber^<- 
fore  had  a  right  to  rely  upon  the  teftimony  given  in  fuch  a  public 
manner  by  uncontradicted  witneflcs.  As  to  the  individuals  who 
had  been  tried  and  acquitted,  he  meant  to  fay  nothing  re(pe6ling 
them  ;  he  would  only  remark  generally,  that  in  point  of  law,  and 
indeed  in  point  of  common  fcnfe,  the  real  and  the  only  effeS  of  a 
verdidt  of  not  guilty,  generally  fpeaking,  was,  that  the  perfon  could 
not  be  tried  again  for  the  fame.  No  man  who  pretended  to  know 
any  thing  bf  the  theory  of  the  law — no  man  who  knew  any  thing  of 
Its  pra6lice,  could  for  a  moment  contend  that  a  verdid  of  not  guilty 
was  a  full  eftablilhment  of  the  moral  innocence  of  the  party  accufed. 
—He  would  put  a  cafe  upon  this  fubje£l  \  fuppoie  upon  a  charge  of 
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trealbny  any  gentleman  of  the  moft  unblemi(hed  honour  was  to  give 
evidence  of  an  overt -a<5,  to  the  fatiifadion  of  every  man  who  heard 
him,  ftill  if  there  was  no  other  evidence,  the  prifoner  muft  be  ac- 
quitted ;  bccaufc  the  law  fays  there  muft  be  two  witnefles  to  even* 
ovcrt-adt — ^^Here  was  a  cafe  of  a  veydid  of  not  guilt}*,  in  which 
cver)'per{bn  muft  be  faiisfiedof  the  real  guiU  of  the  pcrfcn  accjuitttd, 
There  yrere  cafes  even  in  which  the  confeffion  of  guilt  by  the  party 
accufcd  could  not  be  received  againft  him  in  evidence—  In  fuch  a 
cafe,  though  a  juiy  might  be  bound  by  law  to  acquit  the  prilbntr, 
yet  coujd  any  man  think  tliat  the  verdi6t  of  not  guilt)'  was  a  proof 
of  moral  innocence.  He  would  ftatc  to  the  Houfc  a  moft  extraor- 
dinary fa&,  in  corroboration  of  the  argument  he  had  juft  been  main- 
taining. 'While  he  and  his  learned  friend  (Mr.  Erficine)  vpcrc  con- 
tending at  the  trials  about  the  meaning  of  a  publicatipii  of  one  of  the 
fixietics,  that  vjery  focUty  publifticd  another  paper,  avoving  tba; 
their  meaning  in  the  former  publication  was  exaiSlly  that  which  he 
had  put  upon  it.  But  he  could  not  in  fioint  of  law  produce  the  fc- 
cond  paper  to  prove  the  meaning  of  the  firft,  becaufe  the  la::cr  paper 
was  written  after  the  prifoner  had  been  taken  into  cuftody.  Here 
Was  a  cafe  in  which  no  human  being  could  doubt  the  mcat^Jng  of  the 
paper  i  but  yet  he  was  prevented  by  tcclmical  rulc$  from  proving  it. 
Let  lis  then,  continued  the  Attorney  General,  prefer vc  the  ConJli- 
tution  in  all  its  branches — let  us  prefcrve  it  in  Parliajncnt — Icr  us 
prefcrve  it  in  Grand  Juries — ^let  us  preferve  it  injuries — let  us  pic- 
fcrvc  it,  not  by  facrificing  the  one  branch  to  the  other,  but  by  giving 
to  each  its  due  portion  of  refpedl. — It  would  be  extremely  dangerous 
to  give  into  the  habit  of  treating  the  fun<£lions  of  Grand  Juries  with 
levity  or  with  difrefpcft,  for  that  would  teach  them  to  think  lightly 
6f  their  office,  and  dien  they  would  execute  it  negligently — Fortu- 
nately, this  was  not  a  countrj'  in  which  a  man  could  be  tried  for  any 
fpecies  of  offence  whatever,  with  a  counter  revolutionar)'^  intention, 
and  then,  if  acquitted,  might  be  taken  up  and  tried  again  for  the 
fame  fadl — The  law  here  was  clcir,  the  judges  independent,  the 
juries  upright,  and  thedecifions  refpcif^cd — Suffkient  ground  having 
been  laid  before  Parliament  to  juftify  them  originally  in  fufpending 
the  Habeas  Corpus  adt ;  the  queftion  was,  had  the  verdifts  of  the 
juries  difproved  the  exiftence  of  the  confpiracy,  and  rendered  the 
fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft  unncceffary  r  The  honourable 
gentleman  faid,  that  the  alarm  raifed  in  1792  was  totally  without 
foundation,  but  he  would  fhew  the  Houfe  diat  thefc  focieties  were 
totally  incompatible  with  the  Government  of  England,  inafmuch  as 
it  was  their  objefl  to  introduce  a  fyftem  of  Government  (imilar  do 
that  of  J^rance.    Gentlemen  liave  faid,  that  the  letters  and  addrciliK 
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tent  from  this  country  to  the  French  Convention  were  idle,  foolifli 
papers.  Whether  the  epithets  of  foolifh  and  idle  could  be  with 
propriety  applied  to  them,  he  would  leave  it  to  the  Houfe  to  judge. 
It  wr»s  worth  notice  that  the  focicties  in  EngLmd  never  addreffcd 
the  Convention  till  after  the  dcpolition  of  the  KinT»  but  confined 
their  communications  to  the  Jacobin  and  other  focictiest  But  when 
the  Convention  had  depofed  the  King,  then  they  became  a  fit  body 
for  the  Englifli  foclerics  to  correfpcjnd  with  ;  accordingly  after  that 
period  numerous  nddrcfles  were  fcnt  from  the  focieties  in  England  to 
that  thing  calling  ttfelf  the  Convention  of  France.  Tlie  Attorney 
General  then  proceeded  to  read  a  variety  of  extrafls  from  the  corrc- 
fpondcnce  bet^vccn  the  two  countries,  proving  the  object  on  both 
(jdes  of  the  water  was  the  fame.  Having  commented  with  much 
force  upon  thcfe  letters  (which  we  forbear  detailing,  they  having 
already  been  before  the  Public  fo  often),  he  then  proceeded  to  re- 
mark upon  the  perfons  who  had  delivered  the  Addrefs  at  the  bar  of 
the  Convention  ;  upon  the  writings  of  Mr.  Joel  Barlow  in  particu«> 
lar,  he  animadverted  with  much  fcvcrity.  He  then  took  a  view  of 
jhe  principles  contained  in  Mr.  Paine's  works,  and  remarked,  tha^ 
Mr.  Paine  and  Mr.  Barlow,  bc^th'of  whom  liad  written  againfi  Mo- 
narchy with  the  utmoft  violence,  'were  ftatcd  by  many  of  thefocle*' 
ties  to  have  expreffed  their  fentiments  in  thofc  publications.  But 
it  feemcd  to  the  honourable  geiitlcman,  that  to  praife' the, French  for 
having  depofed  their  King,  to, adopt  all  their  principles,  to.avow 
the  fentiments  of  Mr.  Paine  and  Mi*.  Barlow,  and  to  cxprefs  a  hope 
that  the  French  would  foon  fend  over  letters  of  congratulation  to  i 
Narit)nil  Convention  in  England,  were  idle,  foolifh  acts,  and  noC 
dcferving  of  punifhment.  But  lie  begged  to  aflc  the  Houfe,  whether 
men  acting  upon  fuch  principles  as  thcfc  were  not  dangqrous  ?  and 
whciher,  as  thefc  focietieshad  not  difavowed  thefe  principles,  it  was 
not  neceflary  that  Government  (hould  be  armed  with  extraordinary 
power  to  rciift  them  ?  There  was  one  h&  rather  of  a  lingular  nature^ 
to  which  he  wi^ed  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  which  was, 
that  the  Addrefs  from  the  London  Conftitutional  Society  to  the  Na- 
tional Convention  of  France,  was  voted  in  the  month  of  November, 
1792;  and  in  the  fame  month  the  Convention  paffed' their  fanoous 
decree,  in.  which  they  offer  to  affift  the  fubjcdls  of  every  country 
againll  their  Governors. 

The  Attorney  General  then  went  through  a  regular  detail  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  feveral  Cxrieties  from  the  month  of  November 
1792,  down  to  the  meeting  at  Chalk  Farm  in  1794,  commenting 
upon  each  paper  as  he  went  along,  and  proving  the  feditious  intea- 
tions  of  the  focieties*     Upon  the  Scotch  Convention  he  dwelt  for 
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fome  timC|  and  contended  that  it  was  very  abfurd  to  fuppofe  the  in- 
tention of  that  Convention  was  to  apjJy  to  Parlian^tent  for  redrds, 
when  every  part  of  their  proceedings  (hewed  clearly  that  they  had  no 
fuch  intention.  Mr.  Attorney  General  then  adverted  to  the  (ubjcdl 
of  arms^  and  faid  it  was  impoflible  to  fuppofe  thofe  arms,  which  were 
made  all  alike,  had  been  manufa^ured  in  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom  at  the  fame  time,  by  accident.  It  muft  have  been  a  pre- 
concerted plan — a  plan,  fortunately  fo^  this  country,  prevented  by 
the  vigilance  of  Parliament.  He  concluded  with  faying,  he  (hould 
have  no  objedlion  to  the  infcrtion  of  a  daufe  in  the  bill  to  enable 
Parliament,  if  the  caufe  ceafcd,  to  repeal  the  bill  even  during  this 
feflion,  fo  anxious  was  he  that  it  fhould  not  exift  a  moment  longer 
than  the  uigeiKy  of  the  cafe  required.  But  feeling,  as  he  did,  that 
there  exifled  in  this  country  at  the  prefent  moment  a  very  confidcr- 
able  degree  of  danger,  the  duty  he  owed  to  the  conftitution  induced 
himto  prbpofe  this  bill,  though  at  the  fame  time  no  man  felt  more 
regret  than  he  did  that  there  fliould  cxid  a  neccHity  for  fudi  a  mcai- 
fure. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  cxprcflcd  his  aftoniftiment  that  the  honourable 
and  learned  gentleman  fhould  not,  in  propofmg  a  farther  fufpcnfion 
of  the  deareft  and  mod  facred  privilege  of  Englifhmen,  have  brought 
forward  one  new  fa<ft  for  their  confideration.  His  fpecch  oonfifled 
entirely  of  the  old  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee,  newly  hafhcd 
Up,  and  of  the  evidence  brought  forward  in  the  late  trials,  and  con- 
tradi<fted  by  repeated  decifions  of  juries.  In  (hort,  the  Houfe,  upon 
grounds  which  would  in  anv  other  cafe  be  admiflTible,  were  a  fecond 
time  dcfircd  to  fufpend  this  inoft  important  part  of  the  Britifh  con- 
ftftution.  The  bill  was  now  held  out  as  a  mcafurc  of  prevention  ; 
a  new  phrafe  was  employed  to  fuit  the  new  occafion  ;  it  was  faid 
to  be  for  the  purpofc  of  prc\xnting  a  difpolition  to  moral  guilt — a 
thing  which  had  not  been  beft>rc  heard  of  as  an  objedl  of  Irgiilativc 
precaution.  The  Attorney  General,  in  his  fixrech,  fecmed  to  hold 
out  that  Societies  ought  not  t)  meet  for  tlie  purpofe  of  influencing 
Parliament,  He  affirmed  that  they  might,  pmvided  that  they  pur- 
fucd  their  objeft  in  a  legal  manner.  Was  any  man  wild  enough 
to  think  that  Parliament,  if  left  alone,  would  ever  fet  about  reform- 
ing itfclf  ?  The  Attorney  General  had  affirmed,  that  not  mne-tcntha 
of  thdfe  who  compofed  tlic  Societies  underftood  what  really  was  the 
object  purfucd  by  tlieir  leaders.  One-tenth  then  could  only  be 
charged  with  any  degree  of  criminalit)'.  And  he  would  not  make 
lb  fevere  a  fatire  upon  the  piofefTionof  which  he  was  a  member,  as 
to  fay,  that  the  jufticc  of  the  country,  adminiflcred  according  to  the 
u^iial  courfc  of  law,  was  not  fufBcient  to  punifh  fo  diminutive  a 
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• 

-^liamber.  He  would  not  affirm  that  it  tvas  to  paralyfed,  lb  debilU 
tated  tn  its  operations^  as  to  render  neceiTary  the  intervention  of 
new  and  extraordinary  a<^s  of  the  Legifldture.  If  it  was  the  objeft 
n>  reprefs  {edition,  the  Crown  furely  had  not  been  fparing  of  profe* 
cution  for  fedition.  Was  then  the  Habeas  Corpus,  the  grand  bul- 
wark of  the  liberties  of  Englifhmen,  to  be  fufpended  for  the  crime 
bf  a  few  individuals  ?  He  could  not  help  remarking,  that  fome  at*^ 
tempts  had  been  madt  to  prejudice  the  tnlrtds  of  the  Houfe,  with 
refpccl  to,  the  late  dccifions  of  the  juries,  attempts  which  he  lament* 
edboth  as  a  man  and  a  Legtflator.  Attempts  have  been  made  td 
throw  a  certain  Huron  tlie  verdif\  of  a  jury,  who  had  not  been  able? 
to  find  the  moral  and  mctaphyfical  guilt,  attributed  to  theperfons 
"Khq  had  been  tried,  proved  by  any  dcfcription  of  overt  afts.  .  Ond 
cxpreflBon  of  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Windliam)  had  • 
been  a  good  deal4)andicd  about ;  the  expreflion  to  which,  he.  alluded 
was  that  of  **  acquitted  felons."  The  right  honourable  ^Chtlpman 
fcenicd  fearful  that  this  expreflion  (hould  be  made  ufe  of  as  a  watch- 
Iftrord  ;  he  Certainly. was  not  one  who  wifhed  ;o  ufc  ii  for  that  pur- 
pofe  ;  but  he  mufi  remark,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  not 

-  inuch  molded  it  by  Ins  explanation,  wlicn  he  likened  the  iridivi- 
Htial^atqdtrcd  in  the  iatc  trials,  to  perlbns  in  the  fituatlon  of  ac- 
quitted felotis.  )le  did  nut  underftand  thi^  language,  as  applied  to 
fticn  aiiquittcd  hy  ?.  Kr 'Ifti  jur>'.  He  was  happy  to  find  that  th« 
honoui^la  and  Icar nov!  ^^rikm-ln  (the  Attorney  General)  reprobated 
Sll  fuch  language,  and  confidert  d  thofo  who  ufcd  it  with  rcfpedl  t<J 

•     the  vcrdicl:'()f  a  jury,  as  guiily  of  mol^  capital  injuftice.    This  poiiit 

^ai'naoft'  ably  d(tnik<i  in  afpecch  delivered  by  a  noble  Lord  in  that 

-  Hottfc,  and  afterwards  given  by  him  to  the  Public  in  the  fliapc  of 

al'pdmph4ct. 

.Mr.  Jckyll  here  read  the  following  paflhge  from  the  fpeech  of 

•  iiord  Mbrnidgton,  dn  the  firft  day  of  laft  feffion*     (Vide  the  Par- 

liameritary  Rcgiflcr,  Vol.  XXX VI L) 

* 
•    *  I  have  quoted  this  pailionatc  invctlivc  againft  mercy  and  jufticc^ 
for  the  purpofc  of  appizin:^  you  of  the  general  ideas  ofi/jf  LegiflaUrs  of 
Fhincc  upon  the  fubjtifl  of  perfonal  liberty  j  I  will  now  read  to  you  thtf 
law  whlctipaflcd  on  tht  17th  of  September*- 

'  .^*  I.  Immediately  after  the  publication  of  the  prcfcnt  decree,  all  fuf* 
peAcd  pcrfons,  who  fliall  be  found  within  the  territory  of  the  Republic, 
and  who  are  yet  at  larg^c',  fhill  be  pnt  into  a  (late  ofarreft. 

**  i.  Civiland criminal  tribunals  may ddtaiinas  fuf|>c£bcdperfoti8,  thofc 
whofcindidl'meRts  hav«  been  thrown  out  by  the  juries  oF  accwfation  pre* 

'   ySous  to  trial,  add.  tliofe  who  dull  have  Ucod  their  trial  and  have  been 

*  *By  tHc  lalt'arf  Ictft'of  the  law;  a  clafs  of  perfons  is  included^  very  in* 
€i0nfidcrabl«  indetd  in  oumbtr,  bat  which  une  mi^ht  fuppofe  to  be  ey 
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fcmpt  from  fufpicion  even  under  all  the  vigilance  land  jealouiy  of  a  Rcto* 
lutionary  GoTcrnment;  I  mean  thofc  who  have  been  acquitted  by  ihc 
previous  jury  of  accufation^  or  who  have  been  dfclaredinnoccnttftcraf  re- 
gular and  folemn  trial.  Bv  reference  to  the  daily  lit^s  which  arc  publifh- 
cdof  crimlnaUcondcmqcd  or  acquitted  by  the  Revolutionary  Tnbunah, 
1  find,  .that  far  the  grejiter  proportion  of  the  very  few  who  have  the  for- 
tune to  efcape  death,  is  detained  "in  prifon  on  grounds  of  lufpicion  at  the 
mere  rcquifition  of  the  public  acculcr.  This  is  the  perfc^ion of  tyranny. 
It  is  not  enough  to  deprive  men  of  their  liberty  without  alledgmg  a!*y 
fpccific  crime  againft  them,  or  without  admitting  them  to  a  hearing ;  but 
even  after  they  have  hccn  heard  and  declared  innocent,  they  are  flill  fub- 
je^ed  to  penalties  which  belong  only  to  convicted  guilt.* 

ft  had  been  faid  that  the  pcrfcns  V^ho  had  becti  acquitted^  had 
fuffered  no  pdniflimcnt.  Was  it  no  penalty  to  them  to  go  forth  to 
the  Public,  branded  with  the  charge  of  treafon,  and  fligmatifed  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  the  name  of  acquitted  felons  ?  Were 
they,  in  Confcqucnce  of  the  farther  fufpenfionof  the  Habeas  Corpus^ 
to  be  re-committed  upon  the  old  miferable  chaos  of  evidence,  and 
to  be  tried  again  r  It  was  faid  that  an  imprifonment  of  feven  months 
was  no  puni(hment,  and  that  they  muft  have  fuffered  this  impri- 
fonment whether  the  a<S  had  been  paffed  or  not.  No  doubt  it  muft 
have  been  extremely  fcrviceablc  to  their  healdi  to  have  detained 
them  fo  long  in  the  Tower,  and  have  given  them  leave  to  walk  the 
ramparts,  and  hear  the  lions  roar.  But  he  aiErmed,  that  except 
the  aft  had  paflcd,  tvhich  it  was  the  objed^  of  their  difcuflton  to  re- 
new, it  would  ha^•e  be^n  imprafticable  to  have  detuned  dicm  fo 
long,  and  they  muft  neceflarily  have  been  tried  fooner,  accordir^  to 
the  ufual  courfe  of  law.  The  Attorney  General  had  dwelt  upon 
the  convictions  in  Scotland,  as  pointing  out  the  connection  between 
the  plot  carried  on  by  the  Societies  here.  No  doubt,  fome  manage- 
ment had  been  exercifcd  with  rcfpedt  to  the  trials  in  Scotland.  An 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Ariftruthcr)  had.  been  fcnt 
down  there  to  te^ch  them  Englifh  law>  not  furely  from  any  expe- 
rience which  he  had  had  of  the  pradicc  of  the  Engliih  Courts,  ac- 
companied wiih  an  Englifli  clerk,  for  the  fake,  hefuppofed»  of  ex- 
plaining the  Scotch  language.  The  confequence  of  all  this  manage- 
ment and  preparation,  'on  the  part  of  Minifters,  was  hanging  one 
of  their  own  fpics.  He  did  not  know  whether  it  was  any  part  of 
the  ojiginal  contraft,  that  this  fpy  Oiould  fubmit'  to  be  lianged,  when 
it  was  found  neccffary,  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  caufe.  After  all  the 
libels  upon  the  charadlcr  of  Engliflimcn,  after  all  the  charges  which 
had  been  held  out  of  treafon^ible  difppfition,  tirhat  did  take  place  af- 
ter all  the  latcacquittals  ?  Notliing  but  that  decent  and  aniaiatrd 
triumph,  wjiich  terminated  in  conducing  tp  their  houfes  the  two' 
Advocates,  who,  by  their  exertions  on  the  trials,  had  done  inem^ 
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ielvcs  immortal  honour.  Everjr  one  had  a  right  to  rejoice  In  the 
event  of  thofe  acquittals,  becaufe,  in  confequcnce  of  them,  every 
one  fdt  himfelf  mdre  fecurc  in  the  pofleflion  of  the  privileges  Tvhich 
he  enjoyed  as  a  Britiih  fubjeft.  Who  did  not  know,  that  if  con- 
virions  had  taken  place,  Minifters  might  not  have  had  warrants 
ready  to  iffue  agatnft  any  one  who  might  have  rendered  themfclves 
obnoxious  by  oppofition  to  their  meafures  ?  The  Attorney  General, 
by  coming  down,  without  any  new  fafts,  to  propofe  a  fartiier  fufpen* 
fion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus,  had  fhewrrthat  it  was  now  confidered  at 
a  mere  matter  of  courfe.  The  whole  of  the  proceedings  on  this  bu- 
finefs  might  probably  be  confidered  as  a  miferable  artifice  for  the  pur* 
pofc  of  canying  on  the  war.  He  did  not  fay  that  Government 
might  not  have  otlier  objc<5^s  in  view  ;  he  had  no  doubt,  that  if  they 
had  been  abk  to  efFeduatc  their  purpofe,  they  would  hgve  been  ex- 
tremely glad  to  hive  laid  the  liberties  of  the  Britifti  fubjefts  at  their 
feet.  Mr.  Jekyll  here  alluded  to  the  fvftem  of  fpies,  which  had 
been  countenanced  and  avowed  by  Miniflers  ;  a  fyftcm  fo  contrary 
to  the  nature  oi  Engli(hmen,  that  when  they  wifticd  to  find  a  name 
for  it,  it  was  neceflary  for  them  to  refort  to  the  language  of  another 
cotintry.  As  a  proof  that  thi^  fyilem  was  not  abandoned  by  Minl- 
ilers,  he  here  read  the  following  letter,  publiHicd  in  one  of  the  pa« 
pers: 

**   SIR,  • 

•*  Having  had  the  misfortune  to  be  applied  to  on  the  part  of  Miniftrvt 
l>y  Mr.  William  Metcalfe,  of  No.  6,  Dowgatc-hilU  to  become  one 
of  the  numerous  fpies  by  which  the  prcfent  wr/w^w  Adminiftration  are 
fupportcd,  I  conceive  the  bed  mode  of  avoiding  their  courtly  importuniiy^ 
without  falling  a  vi^im  to  their  difappointment,  will  be  by^  laying  thQ 
propofal  before  the  Public  at  once. 

**  The  application  was  made  to  me  on^  Suncldy,  4th  inft.  when  Mr. 
Metcalfe,  viliting  my  humble  dwelling,  after  fomc  ridicule  'SLtid  jokes 
cf»  public  'virtue^  obferved,  (bat  GoTernmenr  already  had  one  Spy  in  the 
Committee  df  Correfpondcncci  but  they  wifticd  to  have  another^  to  re- 
port the  proceedings,  that  they  might  be  alfurcd  oi)mJiJcrtty  or  trea^ 
chery* 

••  So  anxious  was  the  tempter  for  the  fucccfs  of  \i\%fnare^  that  his  vi- 
fic  was  renewed  on  Tuefday^  when  I  not  being  at  home,  he  again  came 
on  M^ednefday  I  not  being  at  home  this  time  either^  he  left  word,  that  I 
(honld  call  upon  him  at  his  houfe,  and  he  would  wait  my  arrival  at  any 
time  in  the  afternoon ;  not  chooling  to  do  this,  I  received  a  fourth  viiic 
on  Thm^/dayy  when  he  again  urged  his  propofals,  oiterin^  fo  introduce 
me  to  Mr,  Ford,  at  the  Duke  of  Portland's  Office,  Whitehall;  or  to 
receive  any  information  himfelf,  at  his  own  houfe,  undercover;  that  i£ 
I  would  accept  the  office,  I  (hould  hzvz  fifty  guineas  prompt  payment^  and 
pne  guinea  regularly  for  each  weekly  report.    Such  an  offer  m  ight  have  ibig«> 

Ered  one  who  had  not,  by  his  long  attendance  oa  the  meetings  of  the 
)odon  Corrcfponding  Society,  been  confirmed  in  his  reverence  o{ public 
'virtue^,  and  his  contempt  of  every  venal  worfhippcr  oifelflove.  ^  If  he 
bad  not  remembered  ine  excellent  anecdote  of  Andrew  Marvell|  who^ 

WQh.:S.L.  Mm 
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wben  offered  a  thouiand  pounds  oa  the  pirt  of  the  King,  by  Lord  Danby, 
to  induce  him  to  betray  his  country,  with  fcorn  reje^cd  the offcr^  though 
obliged  immediately  after  the  departure  of  the  Lord  TreafiKcr,  to  borrow 
a  guinea  of  a  friend.  If  be  had  not  already  facrificed  the  meanj  of /«^' 
Jifiencc  for  the  fake  of  ading  as  Rtafon  znd  CoM/cieHce  dire^M  him ;  if  he 
had  not  recollected,  from  what  appeared  on  the  late  trials^  that  ooe  of 
the  fuppoied  i/uties  of  fuch  men  was  to  fwear  juft  what  their  em^tyers 
required  of  them  ;  more  efpecially  if  he  had,  not  recoUe^ed  the  wartiin^ 
late  of  Watt,  of  Edinburgh ,  a  fete  furely  which  ought  ever  to  be  before 
the  cyct  of  all  who  are  concerned  in  the  fyflem  of  ejpicnage*  Bui  fuch 
an  offer  had  oo.other  effodt  on  n>c,  but  to  fmk  flill  lower  in  my  efUmatlon, 
thofe,  who  fupport  a  falling  caufe  by  means  {o  fonl  and  treacherous.  Poor 
as  I  may  be,  1  would  fooner  be  what  I  am,  than  that  man^  who,  wal- 
lowing with  his  ^jjhole  family  in  enormous  wealth,  extorted  by  txtrava" 
^ant/alari€3y  ^nd  unmerited  pen/ions^  hourly  provokes  the  curies  of  chat 
people,  who  fuffcr  from  the  wanton  prodigality  with  which  he  difpofcs, 
not  only  of  their  riches^  but  their  Moody  on  lYitfrantie  profecution  of  a 
war,  which  has  already  been  properly  indeed,  terined  a  H'ar  ofExtertnl^ 
nation  ! 

«*  J.  BuRK?,  Bookfellcr, 
No.  j2,  Crifpin-drect,  Spital fields  ; 
Secretary  to  the  London  Cor- 
refponding  Society, 
Jan.  14,  179$. 

After  this  elucidation  of  a  fyflcm  fo  ihameful,  and  without  one 
ne\v  fad  produced,  he  was  lorry  to  find  any  man  fo  ccmfidenr,  as 
to  come  forward  and  demand  a  farther  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  a6t.  He,  for  one,  fhould  conclude  with  enteritig  his  pro- 
tcft  agaiiift  the  fufpenfion  of  that  adt,  on  which  depended  the  bcff 
energies,  and  the  dcareft  privileges,  of  £ngli(hmcn« 

Mr.  FRANCIS  then  rofe,  and  addreffcd  himfclf  to  the  Spcakct 
in  the  following  terms : 
Mr.  Speaker, 

There  were  fomc  material  palTagcs  in  the  fpeech  of  the  learned 
gentleman  oppofite  to  mc,  ^\hlch  I  think  myfelf  called  upon  to  take 
the  earlieft  opportunity  to  nnfwer,  while  they  arc  yet  frcfli  irf  my 
memorj'  and  in  the  rccollc6tion  of  the  Houfe.  Tlicy  were  not  ad- 
drei&d  to  me  particularly  ;  but,  as  they  conveyed  a  chaise  againft 
the  principles  and  proceedings  of  a  Society,  to  which  I  belong,  and 
from  wliofe  caufe  I  am  not  at  all  difpofed  to  fcparatc  my  own,  I 
confidcr  myfelf  as  a  petfon  put  upon  his  defence,  and  therefoce  in- 
titled  for  a  fhort  time  to  the  attention  of  the  Houfe.  *No  man  it 
Icfs  likely  to  abufe  it  thsn  I  am.  Sir,  I  am  not  going  to  find  fadt 
with  the  honourable  gentleman's  perfonal  deportment  in  this  Houle» 
or  to  the  language  he  makes  ufe  of.  They  are  always  civil  and 
concUiatiiig,  and  therefore  he  may  be  fure  that  nodiing  is-  feitber 
from  my  thoughts  than  to  offer  him  any  offence.  It  is  to  his  aflcr- 
tbns  and  to  his  doftrines  that  I  mean  to  oppofc  contnuUdion  and 
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refinance  But,  firft  of  all,  allow  me  to  clear  my  honourable 
inend  near  me  of  a  very  unjuft  imputation  thrown  upon  his  coa- 
dratSt  this  day,  as  if  he  had  irregularly  taken  tlic  opening  of  the  dc* 
bale  out  of  the  hands  of  the  learned  gentleman,  to  whom,  as  mover 
of  the  queftion,  it  did  undoubtedly  belong.  Now,  Sir,  on  this 
point  I  diall  content  myfclf  wiih  appealing  to  your  tcftimony,  when 
I  affirm  that  the  learned  gentleman  moved  the  fccond  reading  of  the 
bill,  without  offering  to  fay  one  word  even  of  introduftion  to  that 
motion,  and  that  you  were  going  to  put  the  queflion,  and  mud 
have  done  foy  if  my  honourable  friend  had  not  then  rifen  to  oppofc 
it.  The  learned  gentleman  fays,  he  ^undcrftood  it  was  agreed 
that  the  debate  ihould  be  taken  on  the  (ubfcquent  motion  for  your 
leaving  the  chair.  If  fo,  he  purpofely  rcfcrved  himfelf  for  a  later 
ftagc  of  the  bill,  and  has  clearly  acquitted  my  honourable  friend  of 
Caking  the  debate  out  of  his  hands.  But  I  know  of  no  fuch  agree- 
ment. On  the  contrary,  I  perfeftly  recollodt  it  was  ftatcd  to 
him,  from  this  fide  of  the  Houfe,  that  it  was  intended  to  debate 
Che  principle  of  the  bill,  which  could  not  be  done  at^  any  time  fo  * 
properly  as  on  the  motion  for  the  fecond  reading. 

I  find.  Sir,  that  the  Society  of  Gentlemen,  aflbciatcd  for  the 
{Hirpofe  of  obtaining  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  of  all  of  whom  in- 
vidually  he  fpcaks  with  great  civility,  arc  no  favourites  of  his  ia 
their  colledive  capacity.  It  is  very  difficult  for  us  to  give  hin^  fa- 
dsfadion.  If  we  continue  our  proceedings,  it  leads  to  dangerous 
confequences,  though  poflTibly  our  intentions  may  be  innocent.  We 
are  exciting  difcontcnt  and  facKon  among  the  people,  and  encou- 
raging others  to  go  lengths,  to  which  we  perhaps  may  not  be  deter- 
mined to  follow  them.  We  fhall  be  anfwerable  then  as,  in  fa(St, 
the  abettors  and  promoters  of  mifchicf,  in  which  at  firft  we  do  not 
partake,  and  which  afterwards  we  might  be  determined  to  rcfift. 
If  wc  refolvc  to  fufpend  our  proceedings,  tliat's  ten  times  worfc  ; 
tHat  s  a  refolution,  which  fills  the  learned  gentleman  with  horror  and 
difmay !  The  moment  we  leave  off  afling  at  all,  we  excite  and 
exhort  the  people  to  have  recourfe  to  the  moil  dangerous  and  crimi- 
nal cxeefles !  It  is  difficult  to  conceive,  by  what  medium  in  our  con- 
dud  we  could  thoroughly  have  fatisfied  the  learned  gentleman.  All 
I  (bail  fay  is,  that  his  judgement  of  our  condu<St  is  not  quite  im* 
partial,  and  that  I  am  happy  in  being  able  to  appeal  to  a  judge- 
ment and  authority,  even  in  his  own  profeffion,  much  higher  than 
his,  though  I  am  far  firo  n  mt  aning  to  undervalue  his  cenfure :  I 
mean  that  of  the  eminent  Magiftrate,  who  prefided  at  the  lat^ 
trials.  The .  Chief  Juflice  took  more  occafions  than  one  to  fpeak 
of  our  Society  in  terms  of  diftindion  and  approbation^  and  to  inti- 
'  M  m  2 
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mate  his  opinion  that  otrr  proceedings  fumiihed  an  example,  whkh 
mi^t  be  followed  with  innocence  and  fafety,  if  not  with  advantage. 
I  am  fearful  of  overflating  any  thing  faid  by  the  learned  Judge ;  but 
I  believe  it  is  in  the  memory  of  .every  one  who  had  die  hap(une& 
of  hearing  him,  that  he  Aated  it  as  an  aggravation  of  the  mif<xxiduA 
imputed  to  other  Sociedes,  that,  in  ours,  they  had  an  examfdc  <^ 
prudence  and  moderation,  by  which  they  mi^t  have  been  inibruA- 
ed,  and  ought  to  have  been   guided.     But,  Sir,  whether  vpc  are 
favourites  with  the  learned  gentleman  or  not,  we  have  a  right  ta 
demand  juftice  from  him,  and  from  all  men.     If  he  came  to  this 
Houfe  prepared  to  bring  a  charge  of  any  kind  againft  us  or  our  pro- 
cecdings,  he  was  bound  in  common  equity  to  give  us  notice  of  his 
intention.     With  all  his  books,  and  his  papers,  and  his  memoran- 
dums before  him,  it  is  not  fair  to  expcdt  that  we  ihould  be  able  to 
tafwer  him,  upon  the  inftant,  on  dates,  on  circumftances,  and  ex- 
prefTions,  belonging  to  tranfadions  which  took  place  a  year  or  two 
ago.     Yet,  with  all  thefe  advantages  on  his  lide,  and  taken  by 
furprife  as  I  am,  and  having  nothing^  Tcly  on  but  my  own  im* 
mediate  recoUeflion.of  the  terms  of  a  letter,  written  by  us  in  May 
1792,  and  figned  by  Lord  John  Ruffell,  as  Chairman,  I  meet  the 
learned  gentleman  in  direAcontradidtion  upon  his  fiatement  of  that 
letter.     I  affirm,  that  he  has  mifquoted  our  letter  ;  that  he  has  ef- 
fentially  changed  the  terms  of  it,  and  attributed  to  us  a  declared 
*  fpecific  motive  for  declining,  as  we  did,  all  future  intercourfe  widi 
die  Society  for  Conftituttonal  Information,  which  I  am  fure  we 
did  not  exprefs,  and  which  I  am  confident  we  never  thought  of. 
He  fays  diftindly,  and  more  than  once,  that  we  came  to  that  refo* 
lution,  becaufe  the  other  Society,  by  their  z6ks  and  proceedings, 
hadvi$latBd  the  fMjlitution,     If  they  had,  we  oug^t  to  have  gone 
much  farther,  than  barely  refolving  to  have  no  concern  with  them. 
I  cannot  recalled  the  exa£l  terms  of  our  letter,  but  I  Hand  firmly 
and  fecurely  upon  the  negative.  *    I  fay  the  learned  gentleman  has 
done  that  which  no  accufer  ought  to  do ;  he  imputes  criminality  to 
certain  z&s  imited  to  certain  declarations  of  ours,  and  he  changes 
materially  the  terms  of  thofe  declarations.     On  that  point  I  am  at 
iflfue  with  him  :  he  has  the  books  before  him  ;  let  him  confute  me 
if  he  can  K     He  confcfies,  however,  that  we  did  right  in  declining 

*  The  paiTage  in  the  letter  from  the  Society,  dated  the  lath.of  May* 
1792,  andfigne^by  Lord  John  Ruflell,  to  which  the.  Attorney  Genezal 
alluded,  ftaxuii  in  the  following  words ; 

**  We  maft  bc^  leave  at  the  fame  time  to  decline  all  future  intercoarfe 
with  a  Society,  whofe  views  and  obje^»  as  far  as  We  can  collcdl  them  &om 
the  various  r^olutions  and  proceedings  whieh  have  beeo  paUilhcdj  we  CM" 
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all  intercourfe  with  that  dangerous  Society  ;  but  then  he  fays,  we 
ought  to  have  adted  in  the  fame  manner  to  the  Sheffield  Society, 
"who,  it  fcems,  have  written  a  letter  to  the  other,  full  of  eicception* 
able  language  and  matter.  Agi^eed.  I  think  fo  too ;  but  then  that 
Ic^er  ought  to  have  been  before  us.  It  could  be  no  motive  of  aftion 
to  us,  unlefs  it  had  come  by  fome  means  or  other  under  our  view, ' 
or  in  fuch  a  way  as  to  oblige  us  to  take  notice  of  it.  Now,  I  do 
aflure  the  Houfe,  upon  my  honour,  that,  to  the  beft  of  my  know- 
ledge and  belief  I  never  heard  of  that  letter  before.  I  hope  I 
have  faid  enough  to  vindicate  our  Society  from  the  imputations,  to 
which  fome  gentlemen  have  thought  us  liable,  and  to  juftify  the  fa- 
vourable opinion  entertained  of  us,  by  perfons  of  greater  judgement, 
as  well  as  more  elevated  authority.  If  not,  I  defire  it  may  be  un- 
dcrflood  that  I  (hall  hold  myfelf  ready,  and  forthcoming  at  all  times, 
to  anfwer  any  diftinfl  charges  that  may  be  brought  againft  us. 

In  this  place,  Sir,  it  may  be  neceffary  for  me  to  obfcrve,  that 
neither  this  difcuffion,  nor  any  other,  that  regards  the  principles  Und 
conduct  of  the  different  Societies,  affociatcd  for  the  purpofe  of  ob- 
taining a  Parliamentary  Reform,  is  foreign  from  the  qucftlon  now 
before  the  Houfe.  The  inftitution  arid  piocecdings  of  thofe  Socie- 
ties have  in  fadl  been  the  real  or  pretended  caufc  of  all  the  alarms, 
which  have  been  fo  induftrioufly  excited  among  us,  for  the 
iafecy  of  the  conliltution,  and  of  all  the  meafurcs  which  have  been 
taken  by  Govcrnnent  for  the  peace  and  fccurity  of  the  country,  and 
among  the  rcU,^  for  the  fufpcnfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  adt.  It 
is  no  liigreilion,  therefore,  to  ftatc  either  my  own  opinion  arid  prin- 
ciples, or  thofc  (f  the  Afibciation  in  which  I  have  adted,  on  the  fub- 
je<ft  •:  f  Farliarr.cntary  K.cform.  But  my  honourable  friend  near  me, 
in  Uiting  his  principles  and  objedls,  has  Aated  mine  I  concur 
with  him  in  evcrv  word  he  has  faid,  and  adopt  it  as  my  own.  Sir, 
I  knuw  tlic  i»';CO'ivcnicnce  of  particular  applications  of  general  opi— 
j'.!:>ns,  and  I  iLull  tike  care  to  avoid  it.  Without  referring,  there- 
fore, r»/  tiiis  or  that  Parliament,  I  fay  generally,  but  with  the  decp^- 
ei^  (*on\iciion  that  can  be  imprcffcd  on  the  human  mind,  by  loi^ 
obfervatio,  and  daily  experience,  that,  with  a  Houfe  of  Commons 
at  t:ic  difpofal  and  command  of  the  Crown,  the  liberty  and  pro- 
perty of  this  country  arc  not  fafe.  Under  fuch  a  combinatian  and 
ftewardfhip  the  liberty  will  go  firft,  and  the  property  will  foon  follow 
it.  With  refped  to  univerfal  reprefentation,  and  all  the  dangers 
and  all  the  reproaches  attached  to  it,  I  muft  fay  that  I  think  the 

not  help  regarding  as  irreeoncilable  with  thofe  real  interefts,  on  whiph  yoa 
profiifi  10  mQim  and  exilighten  the  people," 
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learned  gentleman  ought  to  be  careful  to  diftingiufh  thofc,  who  pro- 
fefs  to  have  fuch  a  fchcme  in  contemplation,  from  others  whorejeA 
it  with  a  difapprobation  as  full  and  entire,  though  not,  perhaps, 
ivith  fuch  extravagant  horror,  as  he  does.     He  ought  to  have  knowa 
chat  the  idea  of  univcrfal  reprefcntation  was  never  encouraged  or 
countenanced  by  any  aft  or  declaration  whatever  of  our  Aflbciadon. 
If  he  knows  any  thing  to  the.  contrary,  I  call  upon  him  now,  I 
challenge  him,  to  point  it  out.     Of  me^  in  particular,  he  muft  have 
known,  and,  in  candour,  he  ought  to  have  acknowledged,  that  it  is 
not  poiTible  for  any  man  to  go  farther  than  I  have  done,  to  reject, 
to  refifty  and  to  explode  every  projeft  of  that  nature,  and  cstvf 
principle  and  argument  fet  up  to  fupport  it ;  a  projcA,  however,  fo 
chimerical,  and  fo  utterly  impradicable,  that  it  is  fuperfluous  to 
load  it  with  charges  pf  danger  and  malignity.     But,  let  the  charac- 
ter  of  fuch  projefts   be  what  it  may,  there  is  one  reflection  oq 
the  condufl  of  Government  towards  the  unfortunate  perfons  who 
.  have  profeflcd  them,  which  ought  to  ftrike  every  man  of  honour  or 
humanity  with  difguft  and  abhorrence.    While  they  arc  perfecuting 
to  deftruftion  a  humbcr  of  perfons,  whofe  unenlightened  fincerity 
defervcs  inftruflion  rather  than  piiniftiment,  for  maintsining  thcfe 
mifchicvous  dodrines,  obfcrve  witli  what  guarded  caution,  with 
what  profoimd  filencc,  they  pafs  by  the  original  authcH*,  the  prime 
mover  of  all  thcfc  do<ftrincs  ;  who,   if  thefe  people  arc  deluded,  i$ 
the  fole  caufe  of  tlieir  delufion  ;  who,  if  they  have  erred,  is  an- 
fwerablc  for  their  crtx)rs  ;  who,  if  they  are  criminal,  fiiould  bepu- 
niflied  for  their  crimes.     Sir,  I  fpcak  from  pofitive  know^ledgc  on 
thefe  points.     I  have  converted  with  fevcral  of  thefe  advocates  for 
univerfal  reprefcntation,  and  I  never  met  with  one  of  them,  who 
did  not  quote  the  Duke  of  Richmond  for  his  authority  ;  who  did 
not  take  his  arguments  from  letters  written  and  publi(hcd  by  the 
noble  Duke,  astheyfaid,  for  popular  inftrucSion.      If  the  fcnfe  of 
ihame  were  left  among  men,  is  it  a  tiling  that  could  be  endured  for 
a  moment,  that,  while  the  men,  whom  his  writings  have  deluded, 
are  profccutcd   and  punifhed,  the  noble  Duke  hintfelf  Ihould  not 
only  go  free  and  unnoticed,  but  continue  a  Member  of  that  very 
Cabinet,  by  which  thcie  profecutions  are  promoted  and  enforced, 
with  all  the  influence  of  Government  ?    I  will  not  believe  it  pofiiUc 
that  his  Grace  can  take  an  adlive  Ihare  in  thefe  meafures  ;  I  difmifs 
that  thought  the  moment  it  occurs  to  me  ;  fuch  conduA  would  ex- 
ceed the  bounds  of  human  depravity.      I  acquit  die  ndbte  Duke  of 
it ;  but  ftill  he  belongs  to  the  Adminiftration  ;   and  whether  he  op- 
pofes  their  meafures  in  this  inflance  or  not,  is  unknownto  die  Pub- 
lic.    But  let  the  doflrine  I  allude  to  be  ever  fo  mifchicvous,  and 
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everfo  dangeibus,  is  it  in  fad,  is  it  in  truth,  the  real  object  of  all 
the  appreheniions  and  terrors  which  arc  faid  to  be  excited  by  h  ?  I 
do  not  believe,  it ;  I  do  not  believe  that  the  enemies  of  reform  arc 
ib  much  terrified  by  it  a$  they  pretend  to  be.  They  know  as  well 
as  I  do  that  it  is  nothing  but  a  vifion,  which  can  never  be  fubilan* 
tiatcd ;  a  mere  abftra£lion,  which  can  never  be  realized.  No^' 
Sir  ;  whatever  they  may  pretend,  this  is  not  the  true  ground  of  their 
uneaiinefe.  It  is  thercafonable,  the  moderate,  the  pradicable  plan^ 
which  really  fills  them  with  terror  and  anxiety.  That,  perhaps, 
might  be  accomplilhcd  ;  the  other  never  can  ;  nor,  if  it  were  even 
to  obtain  for  a  moment,  could  it  poflibly  fubfifl ;  and  I  am  con- 
vinced that,  if  it  were  poffible  to  drive  thofe  perfons  to  an  option, 
they  would  prefer  the  fecond  to  the  firft,  becaufc  .they  would  forefce 
that  the  mifchiefs  inevitable  in  the  execution  of  fuch  a  fchcmc,  or 
even  in  the  attempt,"  would  determine  every  reafonable  man  in  the 
country  to  revert  and  fubmit  to  the  prefent  fyftem  ;  that  is,  to  fufFer 
the  conftitution  to  lai^uiih  and  dilTolve  in  its  corruption,  or  gradually 
to  perifli  by  decay,  rather  than  to  encounter  the  direct  and  pofitive 
dangers  of  a  change  fo  violent  and  extreme,  to  which  thdr  minds 
would  naturally  unite  the  certainty  of  inftant  de{faai6lion. 

It  is  now  propofed  xo  the  Houfe  to  renew  the  fufpenfion   of  the 
Hfiieas  Ccrpus  a^,  with  as  much  eafe  and  iiidiffcrence,  as  if  the  ar- 
bitrary power  of  imprifoning  any  man,  for  any  time,  without  bring- 
ing him  to  trial,  were  fit  to  be  given  to  the  King's  Minidcrs  when* 
ever  they  defired  it,  and  continued  in   their  hands  as  long  as  they 
thoi^ht  fit.     They  do  not  come  to  us,  as  they  ought  to  do,  with  a 
new  cafe  of  confpiracy  and  treafon,  fupportcd  by  later  difcov^ries^ 
by  frcih  evidence,  and  by  a  report  of  the  refult  of  botfi  to  the  Houfe. 
Ko,  Sir ;  they  content  themfclves  with  affirming  that  it  is  fo,  and  by 
calling  upon  us  to  prove  the  contrary,  if  we  can  ;  that  is,  they  fliift 
the  burden  of  the  proof  from  the  aiTertion  to  the  negative,  and  con- 
clude that  the  Houfe  is  ready  to  believe  that  every  thing  they  affirm 
is  true,  unlefs  we  can  bring  evidence  to  prove  that  it  is  ialfe.   Thefe 
gentlemen  contend,  that  the  treafons  and  confpiracies  of  laft  year  re- 
main in^4i/xi  quo,  and  in  full  force.    Why,   Sir,  if  that  propofitlon 
were  ever  fo  true,  they  ought  to  prove  it  now,  by  the  addudlion  of 
fircfli  evidence,  regularly  examined  by  another  Committee  of  In- 
quiry, and  by  them  reported  to  the  Houfe.     Much  more  ought  thqy 
to  do  fo,  if  they  pretended,  which  in  truth  they  do  not  pretend, 
diat  tbejhad  difcovered  a  new  fet  of  plots,  and  a  new  lift  of  con- 
fpirators.     I  have  never  faid,  that  a  cafe  may  not  exift,  in  which 
the  rights  of  individuals,  however  important,  ougjht  tp^vewayto 
lbs  Ibcurity  of  the  PubUc.     No  reafonable  xnan|  no  friend  of  his ' 
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country,  will  deny  it.     What  I  contend  hr  is,  that  when  arbitrary 
powers  arc  demanded^  for  the  fake  of  the  common  fafcty,  the  cafe 
that  juftiBes  the  demand  ihould  be  made  out,  in  every  inflance,  by 
its  own  fpecific  evidence.     Nothing  of  this  kind  has  been  done  or 
attempted  ;  the  ground  they  take  now,  is  the  fatne  as  they  took  lait 
year  ;  the  evidence  they  refort  to,  is  the  fame  they  have  had  before 
them  above  two  }'ears,  and  whidi  hitherto  they  have  made  no  ufc 
of,  but  by  profceutions  and  trials,  in  which  they  have  utterly  failed.^ 
Every  one  of  the  confpirators,  of  whofc  guilt  they  pretended  to  be 
fo  confident  laft  year,  has  either  been  'acquitted  by  his  country,  or 
difcharged  by  themfelves.     If  they  have  any  other  cjirainals  to  pro- 
duce,' on  the  ground  of  the  inquiries  and   reports  made  to  us  laft 
year,  for  what  reafon  have  they  ncglcfted  to  ufe  the  power  they 
had,  and  to  fecurc  and  bring  them  to  trial   in  this.  long  interval  ? 
The  evidence  is  tlie  fame  tJiat  it  was  two  years  ago  ;  the  feme  docu* 
mcnts  and  letters  were  read  to  us  laft  year,  and  may  be  fo  again 
this  time  twelvemonth.     They  do  not  pretend  to  (ay  that  they  ha\-c 
any  other  ;  they  muft,  <licrcforc,  confefs  that  that  evidence  is  infuf- 
ficicnt,  or  that  they  themfelves  are  criminal  in  not  having  hitherto 
adlcd  upon  it.      In  demanding  a  rencnu'al  of  power,  they  condemn 
themfelves  ^  for,  if  they  had  done  their  duty,  while  tliey  had  it,  a 
renewal  now  would  be  unneccffary.    Or  are  we  to  underftand  diat 
they  have  left  thefc  urgent  duties  unperformed,  on  purpofe  to  keep 
a  pretence  in  rcfervc  for  continuing  in  their  hands  a  power  to  drag 
any  man  they  pleafe  from  his  houfe,  from  his  family,  from  his  af- 
fairs ;  to  have  his  papers  ranfacked,  to  have  all  his  private  concerns 
expofed,  and  to  be  continued  in  clofc  confincnwait,  without  trial,  as 
long  as  they  think  proper  ?     All  this,  they  tell  us,  however,  is  wt 
puuijhihent  /  It  is  pure  mercy  intended  for  thcfecurity  of  the  indivi- 
dual, and  to  prevent  him  firom  carrying  his  dangerous  difpoftdons 
into  criminal  cfFedV.     This  language.  Sir,  would  be  very  fufpicious 
at  all  times,  but  particularly  when  it  conurs  from  men,  who  will 
ncjt  allow  that  trial  and  acquittal^ije  any  fatisfoflory  proof  of  inno- 
cence, and  who  affirm  that,   nd&ithftanding  the  profecutions  and 
verdicts  which  luve  taken  placfe'  in  the  laft  year,  the  ground  they 
then  took  is  not  In  tlu;  fmallcft  degree  altered  ;  tliat  the  plots  and 
canfpiracies  ftand  exaftly  where  they  did  ;  that  thcfe  propofitions 
arc  felf-cvid6nt,  and  require  nothing  but  to  be  Rated  and  affirmed 
upon  their  authority.     The  diftinclions  they  heve  recourfe  to  on 
tliis  fubjc£l,  arc  indeed  of  a  piece  with  the  reft  of  their  conduft.    If 
you  truft  to  the  opinions  of  thefe  gentlemen,  you  muft  conclude,  as 
they  do,  that  the  finding  of  a  bill  by  a  grand  jury,  who  have  nodm^ 
before  them  but  fomc  fclcdted  evidence  of  the  accuicr,  amounts  ft> 
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a  flrong  prtfumptiort  of  guilt ;  but  that  the  vcrdlcft  of  a  petty  juryv 
who  hear  both  parties,  and  in  whofe  prelbilce  the  whole  of  the  evU 
<)ence  on  both  fides  is  miriuteiy  canvaffed,  does  not  amount  to  any, 
no,  not  the  fmalleft,  prefumption  of  innocence.  I  Ihall  now  con- 
dude.  Sir,  with  fubmitting  two  plain  queftions  to  thcfc  learned  gen* 
flemeil,  to  which  I  hope  and  cxpcdl  they  will  give  me  a  plain,  intel- 
ligible anfwcr,  fuch  a  one  as  a  Commoner  of  England,  contending 
for  his  rights,  though  perhaps  not  qualified  to  defend  them  in  the 
Way  in  which  thcj-  dre  attacked,  by  legal  cunning  or  (kilful  arguments, 
has.a  right  to  demand  from  him  who  invades  them.  We  have 
been  repeatedly  afliired, .  that  any  hard(hip  which  the  perfons  con- 
fined laft  year  might  have  fufFcred,  from  the  length  of  their  impri- 
fonmeitt,  was  not  to  be  imputed  to  the  fufpcnfion  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  aA ;  becaufe,  without  the  fufpeniion  of  that  a£l,  diey  would^ 
or  they  might  have  been,  confined  jud  as  long  under  the  law  as  it 
ftood*  If  fo,  I  deiire  them  to  tell  mc  what  they  want,  or  what  they 
will  gain  by  the  fufpenfion  ;  or,  in  fadt,  what  have  they  gained  by 
fufpendlng  it  at  all  ?  On  their  own  (hewing  they  might  have 
confined  the  fame  perfons,  of  any  others,  whom  they  fufpe<5^ed,  juft 
as  long  as  they  did,  and  full  as  long  as  any  maa  ought  to  be  impri- 
Ibned,  on  bare  fufpicion,  and  without  trial.  My  fecond  queftion  is, 
fi>r  what  reafon,  even  admitting  all  their  ground,  and  fuppoiing  all 
their  fufpicions  to  be  well  founded,  they^  think  it  neceflary  to  take 
this  dangerous  power  at  the  prcfcnt  moment ;  I  mean,  while  Parlia- 
ment is  fitting  ?  Without  it,  they  can  fecure  any  perfon  they  fufpeft  ^ 
and  if,  at  any  given  moment,  they  fhould  really  want  a  farther 
power,  what  have  they  do  but,  as  they  did  laA  year,  to  come  to  this 
Houfc,  and  pafs  another  a£l  of  fufpenfion  in  the  courfe  of  a  finglo 
day  r  In  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the  nation,  I  take  it  for  grant- 
ed that  they  have  no  thoughts  pf  proroguing  Parliament ;  but,  as 
long  as  the  Lcgifiature  is  aifemblcd,  it  is  thdr  proper  office  and  duty, 
which  they  cannot  delegate  fafely  or  honeftly  to  tfie  Miniftcrs  of  the 
Crown,  to  watch  over  the  perfonal  rights  of  the  fubjeS,  while  tliey 
arc  providing  for  the  general  fafety  of  the  community.  To  thefe 
queftions,  Sir,  I  demand  and  cxpcdt  a  plain,  diflindl,  and  rational 
anfwer. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL,  in  anfwcr  to  the  chaxge  of 
miireprefentation,  referred  to  the  letter  of  the  Friends  of  the  People 
to  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  and  alfo  to  the  letter  of  the 
Sheffield  Society  to  the  London  Correfponding  Society ;  by  the  former 
of  which  it  would  appear,  that  the  views  of  the  other  Societies  were 
fuch  as  the  Friends  of  the  People  could  not  affent  to,  confiften|ly 
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with  the  principles  of  the  ConiUtution ;  and  by;  the  letter,  that  thcf 
had  unknowingly  fon^'arded  the  views  which  they  condemned. 
•  The  SbUCITOR  GENERAL  faid,  he  looked  on  trial  by 
jury  to  be  one  of  the  mod  effential  parts  of  our  Conftitution,  and 
as  the  only  controul  over  the  Government  which  could  fafcly  be  left 
to  the  people  thcmfelves.  The  only  time  when  this  excellent  infti- 
tution  had  been  fufpendcd  was  during,  the  exiftenceof  a  Republic  in 
England  At  the  fame  time  he  muft  remark  that  th^;  vcrdi<5t  of  a 
Jury  was  conducive  only  to  one  point,  namely,  that  the  pcrfon  ac- 
quitted fliould  not  be  tried  for  the  fame  charge  again.  As  an  in- 
ftance  that  a  confpiracy  might  exift,  of  which  it  might  be  impofllble 
to  produce  any  evidence,  he  referred  to  what  had  fome  time  (incc 
happened  in  Edinburgh — the  cafe  of  Captain  Porteous.  This  gen- 
tleman was.  Captain  of  the  guard  which  attended  at  an  execujtion, 
for  the  fake  of  prefcrving  order.  The  cry  of  reprieve,  falfely  cir- 
culated among  the  multitude,  produced  a  confiderable  d^rcc  of  tu- 
mult ;  the  Captain  ordered  the  foldicrs  to  fire.  Several  pcrfons  were 
killed,  fome  of  them  innocent  fpcdlators,  ip  windows  ;  the  Captain 
was  imprifoncd,  and  would  have  fuffereg,  but  by  the  intercft  and  fo- 
il citation  of  his  friends  a  pardon  was  obtained.;  the  mob,  however, 
were  fo  much  inccnfed  at  his  conduCit,  that  thpy  broke  into  the  pri- 
fon,  carried  off  Captain  Porteous,  and  hange^  him.  Yet  tliough 
the  mob  was  compofaj  of  feveral  thoufand  perlons,  and  a  confider- 
able reward,  as  well  as  inclcnTuityx^fFcred  to  any  whofhould  difcovcr 
thofe  who  were  concerned  in  thatmob^  npt.one  perfon  was  found  to 
give  the  Imullcft  information.  ^  Here  then  w.as  clearly  an  inftarK<i  ©f 
a  confpiracy  having  cixifted,  which  it  was  impoflible  to  dctc<3  by 
any  evidence.  When  it  was  ftatcd  that  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Ha- 
beas Corpus  was  dangerous,  the  queftion  naturally  arofe.  What  was 
the  degree  of  tlic  danger  r  There  certainly  was  a  difference  between 
a  temporary  and  perpetual  fufpenfion  ;  and  there  certainly  could  not 
be  much  danger  to  the  liberties  of  the  fubjecl,  when  the  expediency 
of  the  m^^fure  was  liable  to  be  debated  every  fcflion.  If  it  was  con- 
tended, tliat  it  was  a  mcafure  which  could  not  be  adopted  without 
danger,  he  defied  any  one  to  (hew,  that,  in  all  the  former  indances 
in  which  it  had.  been  adopted,  it  had  been  attended  with  thofe  dan- 
gerous confequences,  which  gentlemen  now  affedted  to  anticipate. 
F^r  his  part,  he ^ could  not  charge  his  memory  with  one  inftancc, 
out  of  the  diirteen  or  fourteen  times  in  which  it  had  been  fufpended, 
that  tl}e  liberty  of  the  fubje<5t  had  ever  been  endangered.  He  pro- 
ceeded to  llate  what  he  confidered  as  the  ground  of  continuing  the 
fufpenfion,  namely,  the  exigence  of  a  confpiracy,  endax^gering*  the 
cflabliflied  Government.     From  the  moft  ferious  furv^  of  ^  the 
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fa6b  which  formed  the  evidence,  he  was  convinced  that  a  confpiracy 
had  cxifted,  and  ftill  did  exift,  notwithftanding  the  artifice  which 
had  been  ufcd  to  conceal  it.     The  numbers  concerned,  their  ch^- 
raSers  and  difpofiiions,  were  fufKcicnt  evidence,  provided  no  other 
did  appear,  that  there  was  a  combination  of  the  moft  dangerous  ten- 
dency to  the  King  and  Government.     Mr-  Solicitor  General  then 
recapitulated  the  proceedings  of  all  the  focieties,  and  juftified  the 
Duke  of  Richmond,  by  affirming,  that  there  was  a  raanifell  difpa- 
rity  between  the  Duke  s  principles  as  to  reform  *and  thofc  of  the  fo- 
cieties.    He  was  aftonifhcd  gentlemen  in  oppofition  could  fay  they 
meant  the  fame,  when  thofe  of  the  focieties  tended  to  a  total  fubvcr- 
lion  of  the  Government,     He  then  adverted  to  the  calling  of  the 
Convention  of  the  People,  which  he  maintained  to  be  unconftituti- 
onal  in  the  extreme,  and  calculated  to  involve  the  country  in  all  the 
horrors  of  riot  and  confufion.    Any  affembly,  faving  that  in  which 
he  now  fat,  ftyling  themfclves  the  Reprefcntatives  of  thd  People, 
indicated  the  ftrongeft  fymptoms  of  an  infurreftion ;  and  at  the  fame 
time,  their  wifh  to  fupcrfede  the  exifting  Government  of  the.  coun- 
try.    After  fuch  proceedings,  could  any  perfon  doubt  of  a  confpi- 
racy ?  In  the  refolution  of  the  2oth  January,   1794,  they  declared 
they  would  be  governed  by  their  own  laws ;  and  if  fuch  a  declaratk)n 
did  not  excite  alarm,  he  did  not  know  what  could.    They  publilhed 
the  fpccches  of  Barrere,  and  adopted,  as  nearly  as  poflTible,  the  French 
do<£trines ;  and  had  they  not  been  checked  in  theit  career,  there 
might  now  have  been  a  new  Government,  without  Npbles,  without 
Commons,  and  without  King.    The  perfons  forming  thofe  focieties 
ftill  continued  their  defigns  ;  they  did  not  even  attempt  to  difavow 
any  of  the  principles  they  had  at  firft  embraced.      For  thcfc  reafons, 
he  thought  the  bill  neccffary,  and,  under  thcfe  imprcffions,  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  CURWEN  faid,  I  (hould  not  have  perfcvered  in  wiihing 
to  obtrude  myfelf  on  your  notice,  had  I  not  felt,  fmm  the  impor- 
tance and  magnitude  of  the  queftion,  a  duty  to  my  conftituents, 
my  country,  and  myfelf,  which  forbade  me  to  give  a  filent  vote. 
The  queftion  involves  not  only  the  prefent  liberty  of  the  fubjeft,  but 
perhaps  alfo  its  very  cxiftence.  The  fcntiments  I  iliall  offer  to  the 
Houfe  can  have  no  claim  to  its  attention,  but -from  the  fincerity 
with  wliich  they  are  delivered. 

This  is  a  moment  when  every  party  diftinftion  fhould  vaniih  : 
1  loolc.  Sir,  to  meafurcs,  not  to  men.  it  matters  not  who  be  the 
Minifler,  provided  he  be  equal  to  the  iiuiation.  My  fupport.hc 
(hall  cheerfully  have  in  every  exertion  for  the  defence  of  the  country. 
I  have  iiftened.  Sir,  to  every  thing  that  has  fallen  from  the  learned 
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gentleman  (the  Attorney-General),  of  whofe  al)ilitic&  and  integrity 
I  vave  the  highcft  opinion  ;  and  great>  indeed,  has  been  my  afto- 
nifliment,  and  much  my  confolation  and  fatisfactlon,  to  find  not 
one  paper,  not  one  tranfa£tion  adduced  in  fupport  of  the  mcafurci 
which  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Secret  Committee  of 
laft  year.  We  are  called  upon,  Sir,  for  a  renonial  of  tl^c  mcafurc, 
not  from  any  reference  to  the  prefcnt  moment,  not  from  any  con- 
lideration  of  the  aSual  (ituation  of  the  country,  but  fn)m  a  refe- 
rence to  that  ftate  in  which  it  was  fupppfcd  to  have  ftpod  laft  j'ear. 
Agreeing  in  every  fentimcnt,  in  ever)'  opinion,  as  to  the  nature  of 
thofe  papers,  and  deprecating  as  much  as  he  can  do  their  pcniick>us 
tendency  :  agreeing  that  they  called  for  the  moft  fcricus  attention 
pf  the  Executive  Gbvernrhent,  I  totally  difllnted  from  the  neccflity 
of  this  mcafurc  ort  a  former  occafion.  And  why,  Sir  ?  Becaufe 
my  rtind  was  led  to  that  conclufion  which  the  honourable  and 
learned  gentleman  has  this  night,  for  the  firl\  time,  declared  to  the 
Houfe.  He  now  admits,  what  I  alwavs  believed,  that  their  num- 
bers  were  not  confiderable ;  that  there  was  not  one  tenth  part  whofc 
views  were  dangerous  to  the  Conftitution :  agreed  in  no  one  plan, 
Aey  were  not  formidable  even  in  the  proportion  of  thpir  pumbcrs, 
I  then  thought,  what  I  am  now  more  than  ever  convinced  of, 
that  the  pouxr  conftitutionally  lodged  in  the  hand  of  Govemtncnt 
is  amply  fufEcient  for  every  purpofe  of  fccuritj'. 

At  what  moment,  Sir,  were  thefc  -opinions,  th.cfe  new-fiinglcd 
doflrincs  moft  likely  to  pafs  current  ?     Now,  when  their  faliity 
has  been  fully  proved,  when  the  mifery  which  has  attended  them  in 
another  country,  has  exceeded  what  the  moft  alarmed  imaginatxHi 
could  have  conceived !     No,  Sir,,  if  there  was  a  moment  when 
danger  was  to  be  apprehended  from  them,  it  was  '^'hcn  they  were 
new.     Their  noveltj'  excited  furprife,  and  might  have  allured  men 
into  an  acquicfcence  with  doctrines  which  jeafon  and  refledtion 
have  long  ago  (hewn,  were  not  calculated  to  produce  any  one  of  the 
advantages  fo  fpecioufly  held  our.     On  the  contrary,  wherever  they 
have  prevailed,  unexampled  calamitj'  has  been  the  confcquencc* 
Sir,  I  draw  a  fource  of  fecurity  from  thofe  very  papers :  when  I 
find  them  every  where  comphining  of  the  little  cffcd  they  have 
had  with  the  people.     Whence  has  this  proceeded  ?     Not  furcly 
from  a  want  of  energy  ;  for  was  there  ever  a  difpofuion  to  make 
more  glorious  efforts  in  the  defence  of  the  country  J     No,  Sir; 
thdr  reje(5lk)n  has  proceeded  from  the.good  fenfe  of  the  people,  who 
arc  not  tobe  deluded  by  fpecious  fpeculations^  and  who  will  not  nuke 
an   experiment  beginning   with   the  (acrifice   of   a  ConftitotiaQ 
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whid)  experience  has  proved  to  them  to  have  produced  fo  many 
bleflings. 

Can  the  rig^t  honourable  the  CanccUor  of  the  Exchequer  deny, 
that  nnparallekd  exertions  have  been  made  in  arming  the  country  ? 
Was  the  military  force  ever  fo  numerous  ?  Is  there  more  than 
i)ne  opinion  in  this.Houfe,  and  tlie  country  at  large  in  grandxig 
rvery  thing  that  Miniilcrs  (hall  deem  requifitc  for  the  defence  of  the^ 
country  ?  What,  Sir,  are  the  fentiments  of  my  conftituenjts^ 
"Vvhofe  pctirion  lies  on  ypuf  table  ?  Endeavour  to  obtain  the  blef- 
ftrigs  of  peace,  but  vrichhold  nothing  that  fhall  make  it  honourable 
and  laiting.  Such,  Sir,  I  believe,  is  the  language  of  every  man  ^ 
in  the  countr}\  Is  it  wife,  is  it  prudent,  to  adopt  a  meafure  that 
is  a  lilfl  upon  th^  attachment  and  loyalty  of  the  country  ;  a  meafure 
creating  diftru(t  among  ourfelves,  and  confidence  in  our  enemies  ) 
Was  there  a  difpofition  in  the  people  to  be  factious  and  diflfatisfiedf 
might  not  the  condudt  of  the  war  afford  a  wide  field  ?  Great  and 
unexampled  as  have  been  the  difaflers  attending  it,  are  they  wholly 
to  be  attributed  to  fortuitous  circumilances  r  No,  Sir,  much 
might  be  attributed  to  the  want  of  abilities  in  the  right  honurabl^ 
gentleman  properly  to  dircfl  die.  force  of  this  country.  Yes,  Sir, 
while  he  has  His  MajeAy's  confix  iciKc  and  that  of  this  Houfe,  the 
nation  is  willing  to  grant  every  thing  he  can  require.  Sir,  I  faw 
with  aftoniHiment  the  firfl.  fteps  tliat  were  taken  by  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  in  the  fyftcm  of  alarm.  Then  arofe  in  titf 
mind  the  mod  ferious  appiehenlions.  that  they  would  lead  to  the  in- 
volving this  country  in  the  calamities  of  'w^.u  I  beg  to  call  to  the 
tecoUedion  of  the  Houfe,  the  beginning  of  May  1792,  when  a 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Burke)  fo  eloquently,  and  with 
but  too  much  fucccfs,  firft  founded  the  trumpet  of  alarm,  and 
called  upon  the  right  honourable  gcndcman  to  exert;  the  full  force  of 
Government  againd  diofc  doftrincs.  What  was  the  reply  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  ?  *^  As  to  the  countiy  being  in  a  ftate 
^^  of  ferment,  he  did  not  think  fo,  and  believed  his  right  honourable 
**  friend  had  gone  too  far  when  he  faid  it.     If  there  were  any  who 

entertained  opinions  inimical  to  the  Conflitution,  he  really « be* 

licvfd  their  numbers  were  fmall,  and  their  proceedings  too 
''  infignificant  to  be  dangerous ;  for  tlie  great  body  of  the  people 
*'  were  firmlv  united  in  their  love  for  the  Conilitudon,  and  had  a 
**  pr(^>er  fenfe  of  the  many  blefTings .  they  had  enjoyed  under  it.*' 
Vid-  Pari.  Reg.  Debrett,  vol.  33,  p.  36. 

Yet  after  this,  in  the  fame  nK>nth,  His  Majefly's  proclamadon 
came  forth,  warning  us  againfl  the  dangets  that  threatened  the 
country.     How  is  fuch  bondu£t  to  be  accounted  for  ?   ,  This  mi* 
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ferable  policy  anfwered  but  too  fuccffsfolly  the  ends  that  were  pn>- 
pofed  by  it.  Dreadful  has  been  the  confequcncc ;  whether  wc 
view  it  in  refpe£t  to  the  calamitous  war  into  which  it  has  phmgcd 
usy  or  in  rcfpcft  to  the  deteftable  fyftcm  of  Jpyifm^  which  haa 
deftit)yed  public  confidence  and  private  fecarity, 

&r,  the  learned  gentleman  has  told  us>  though   three  fuccefltve 
juries  have  negatived  the  exigence  of  a  plot  in  this  country,  we  are 
fioty  therefore,  to  infq:  that  it  did  not  e^idin  Scodand,  where  two 
coHvidions  have  taken  place.     In  tny  confdence,  Sir>  I   do  not 
t)clicvc  that  it  ever  did  cxift,  but  in  that  wretch  who  has  fo  juftly 
paid  the  forfeit  of  his  crimes :  and  in  this  I  am  borne  out  by  the 
general  fentiment  of  that  country.     Sir,  this  wretch  (and  I  tnifti 
.  for  th^  (ake  of  humanity^  few  fuch  there  have  been)  finding  die 
information  he  gave  to  Government  led  to  the  belief  rather  of  fe- 
.  curity  than  of  danger,  was  determined  to  try  if  he  could  not  work 
tipon  the  temper  of  unfuipeding  men,  and  lead  them  into  a  fitua- 
tion  io  criminal,  that  their  facrifice  fliould  procure  him  attention 
and  reward  from  Government.     God  be  praifed  !  the  nun  he  in- 
tended for  others  fell  upon  his  own  head  I     But  is  the  indignatioa 
which  every  man  mud   feel  for  fo  confummate  a  villain  confined 
to  this  tranfadlion  alone  ?     Does  it  not  lead  us  to  execrate  a  fyftem 
cdailatM  to  produce  fuch  horrid  confcqucnces  ? 

Sir,  many  of  thefc  papers  owe  their  exiftence  to  die  fupinencfs 
cf  Government,  who,  for  two  years,  totally  difregarded  and  def- 
.  pifed  them.     Is  it  not  in  proof  upon  the  late  trials  how  much  thcfe 
fpies  have  goaded  on  and  inflamed  the  focietics  of  which  they  were 
members,  in  order  to  ferene  themfelves  from  fufpicion  r     Much, 
SSf>  much  fatisfadion  have  thefc  late  trials  aiForded  to  every  inde- 
pendent mfan  in  the  country ;  proving  how  incorrupt  was  the  fourcc 
of  public  juftice.     The  dangers  which  I  apprcnhcnded  arc  not  from 
thcfe  miferablc  papers.     No,  Sir  ;    k  is  from  the  dilbclicf  of 
pttklic  virtue :  every  day's  expcricrtcc   Icffens    the   opinion  of  the 
people :  they  know  not  to  where  or  to  whom  they  can  look  with 
ebfifidence,  or  on  whom  thev  can  firmly  relv.     What,  Sir,  can 
they  think,  when  they  fee  gentlemen  who  profcired  that  the  imnii- 
.  ncncy  of  the  danger  which  threatens  the  country,  called  upon  them 
to  renounce  old  friendfliips,  to  forget  their  recorded  opinions  of  the 
Violktfon  of  the  Conftitution,  with  which  the  introduftlon  to  power 
'  of  that  right  honourable  gentlemen  was  attended  ?     Sir,  I  gave 
them  full  credit  for  the  high  ground-  of  pri^iple  they  had  taken, 
'  bijt  how  have  they  conduced  themfelves?     Is  it  not  notorious 
thai  tkenr  has"  bfcen  more  jobbing  and  contention  for  power,  dian 
rvcr  difgraced  the  moft  corrupt  Adminiiiravion,  in  timisofdie 
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moft  profound  (ceurity  ^  Sir,  when  I  look  to  a  noble  Earl>  whofe 
name^  is  refpodbblc  front  the  long  fervices  of  his  predeceflfori  pof- 
feflcd  of  an  iminenfc  (brtuncy  bajigaining  for  the  provifion  of  a  chSd 
at  the  expencc  of  this,  country,  I  protcft  to  God,  Sir,  this  mon- 
truous  corruption  tranfports  nie,  at  times,  beyond  the  bonds  of 
moderation.  If,  Sir,  the  pofleirion  of  every  thing  which  fortune 
or  fituation  can  give,  with  every  thing  to  lofc  and  nothing  to  gain, 
cannot  exempt  me  from  fiich  fentiments  of  indignation,  what  muft 
be  the  efiedt  upon  men  in  lower  fituations,  who  can  hardly  bear  the 
burd^cns  for  the  ncccffary  deftrvx  of  the  country  ?^  and  what  addi* 
tional  ones  may  we  not  be  obliged  to  impofe  ?— Let  us  not.  Sir, 
mifapply'  out  time  in  providing  remedies  for  dangers  which  do  not 
cxift-  Let  us  afl  fo  as  to  retrain  the  confidence  w^c  have  loft.  Let 
us  reftorc  to  the  people  the  perfect  enjoyment  of  tfieir  liberties^ 
Let  us,  Sir,  by  every  aSion,  convince  them  6f  our  unwillingnef* 
to  infringe  upon  their  rights,  or  to  load  them  with  any  burthen 
bayond  what  unfortunately  the  preffurc  of  the  moment  requires. 
Then,.  Sir,  I  dare  pronounce,,  there  will  be  found  not  lefs  ttnTgy, 
fpirit  and  refolution  to  maintain  the  Conftitution,  than  there  were 
exerted  for  its  eftabliftiment.  Then,  Sir,  we  may  bid  defiance  to 
forcj^  enemies  apd  domeftic  incendiaries.  The  conteft  will  then 
be,  who  can  bqft  and  moft  ably  defend  his  country. 

Lord  WILLIAM  RUSSELL  (aid,  that  he  could  not  look  with 
dlfrefpect  to  the  vcrdicl  of  a  jury,  and  that  on^  this  head  he  muft 
rather  diftruft  the  profeflions  of  the  Crown  officers,  who  though 
they  had  declared  great  refpedt  for  the  decifion,  had  yet,  as  much 
as  poftiblc;  endoav60rcd  to  do  away  its  cffc&.  If  he  was  aiked  to 
fupport  the  meafure  of  the  furtlier  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus, 
the  moft  fimple  and  obvious  anfwcr  that  occurred  to  him,  was— 
Wliat  treafon  had  /xifted,  or  what  traitors  had  been  convifted  I 
Before  he  could' confcnt  to  the  renewal  of  the  mcafurc,  he  wiftied  to 
know  what  benefit  had  been  derived  to  the  counrry  from  the  extra- 
ordinary power  already  granted  to  Minifters.  He  concluded,  that, 
if  any  man  thought  the  Habeas  Corpus  at  all  worth  prefcrving,  they 
ought  certainly  to  exert  themfelves  to  prevent  its  fufpenfion  in  the 
prcfent  moment. 

Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  did  not  mean  now  to  enter  into 
the  debate,  but  merely  rofc  in  confcquence  of  an  infinuation  which 
had  dropped  from  the  laft  fpcaker  but  one,  relative  to  a  noble  Earl, 
now  hi^.in  office  in  His  Majefty's  Council.  The  faS  was,  that 
the  noble  Earl  had  not,  upon  coming  into  office,  gotten  any  fine- 
cure  or  new  place,  whatever,  far  lefs  had  he  bargained  for  any ;  he 
had  held  the  place  of  Lord  JuP:cc  General  for  Scotland  a  longtime. 
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a  place  diat  had  been  frequency  given  to  noblemen  who  had  fenred 
in  a  diplomatic  capacity  abroad,  with  the  reverfion  for  one  life.  In 
the  prcfent  inftance  His  Majefty  had  been  graciQufly  pleafed  to  dc- 
iire  the  noble  Earl,  unaiked,  to  name  the  life  for  the  rcveHkm ; 
this  was  the  true  (late  of  the  cafe,  and  he  thought  k  his  duty  toes* 
plain  it  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr-  CURWEN  faid,  that  if  the  noble^Xord  had  refigncd  the 
one  place  without  accepting  the  reverfion  of  the  other  for  his  fon>  he 
would  not  have  made  a  greater  facrifice  than  the  circumftances  of  the 
times  might  be  fuppofed  to  call  for,  from  men  of  his  laigc  fortune 
and  high  ftation. 

Mr.  HARD  INGE  confcfled  the  incapacity  of  cmering  intocon- 
flidl  with  all,  or  with  any  part,  of  that  which  had  called  itfelf  ar- 
gument upon*  the  other  fide  pf  the  Houfe  ;  becaufe,  in  his  view  of 
it,  either  it  bore  no  conceivable  relation  to  the  fubjeft,  or  was  of  a 
nature  to  be  felf-refuted.  This  he  would  undertake,  in  a  few  and 
plain  words,  to  demonftraitc. 

He  would  firft  recall  the  debate  into  the  teal  and.  the  only  point 
of  it.     It  was  a  queftion  of  legiflative  policy,  whether,  upon  a  ba- 
lance of  two  oppofitc  evils;  and  both  of  them  conftitutional  in  their 
nature,  an  exifting  peril  to  the  fafety  of  the  realm  did,  or  did  not^ 
authorize  the  farther  fufpcniion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  ad  ? 

That  fuch  a  peril  rfrf  exift,  when  the  Lcgiflatiflr  paffcd  the  Suf- 
penfion  bilU  was  ^faH ;  it  was  then  taken  up6n  truft  from  the  Re- 
ports pf  Committees,  but  iincc  that  period  has  been  authenticated 
luid  proved » 

Here  a  fallacy  and  pcrverfion  had  arifen,  which  aflonllhed  him, 
when  he  looked  at  the  enlightened  underftanding  that  had  lent  itfelf 
to  the  fupport  of  it,  (Mr.  Fox)  and  which  common  fenfe  would  re- 
fute. It  had  been  faid,  "  that  what  the  Comcpittees  and  the  Houfe 
**  of  Commons  had  believed  as  an  exiffing  confpiracy,  had  been 
'*  dif proved  by  the  juries,  bccaufc  they  had  acquitted  the  accuied 
"  confpirators.'* 

I'hi)  was  a  puzzle  abfolutely  childifh.  It  afTumed,  in  the  firft 
place,  that,  by  acquitting  fome  of  the  accufcd  confplrators,  the  ju-- 
ries  had  negatived  the  cxiftence  of  a  confpiracy,  and  It  had  been 
faid,  wiili  an  air  of  triumphant  wit,  **  Here's  a  confpiracjy  witbsut 
"  confpiratorsn'*  But  the ardens  verbuni  is  not  always  correfl  in  ica- 
foning.  He  would  fay,  "  Yes,  there  is  a  confpiracy,  widiout  confpi' 
^'  rators  ;  that  is,  that  there  is  a  confpiracy,  but  there  are  no  conf^- 
**  rators  whom  the  law  has  yet  been  able  to  reach,  as  guilty  of  h^ 
*^  treafon."     An  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Lambton)  who  bad 
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opened  the  qppofitfoD  of  that  lught,  had  faid,  ''  that  ail  ihqiuries 
'*  into  guilt  refolved  themfelves  into  a  Latin  hexameter : 

'*  ^uisf  quibus  auxiliis,  quid^  quando^  quomods,  quare.'^ 
The  juries  had  anfwcred  the  word  "  ^is"  by  faying,  ^*  not  Mu 
Hafdy ;  not  Mr.  Horne  Tooke  ;  wa/  Mr.  Thelwall.**  Their  pro- 
vince wasy  to  implicate  or  exculpate  individuals.  The  Houfc  had 
a  difl[erent  and  a  more  extenfive  duty ;  they  were  to  determine  the 
general  hA^  that  a  confpiracy  did,  or  did  not  exift  ;  and  if  they 
found  its  extftenee,  to  guard  againft  the  evil.  The  inference,  diat 
a  confpiney  exifted,  they  had  legiflatively  coUeded,  when  they 
pafled  the  Suipenfion  bili,  from  the  faffs-  before  them.  Thofe  faSis 
VKtc  proved,  at  a  later  period,  as  well  to  the  jury  as  to  the  Public. 
A  lesumed  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Erfkine)  had  faid  **  ihtfaSf  had  been 
**  proved,  but  the  conclufim  difpr<fued"  If  the  faft  was  proved, 
and  if  the  jury  had  even  £ud,  <*  We  acquit  Mr.  Hardy,  becaufe^ 
^  from  the  fa£ts  proved,  we  infer  no  confpiracy.'*  Though  Mr. 
Hardy  would  be  well  acquitted,  he,  as  a  Member  of  Parliament, 
would  obidc  by  his  own  conclufibn,  and  (hould  think  himfelf  der 
graded  in  his  Icgiilative  charafler,  if  he  furrendered  his  judgement, 
in  forming  tlUit  conclufion,  to  the  juries  who  bad  formed  an  oppor 
iite  one. 

Having  laid  this,  he  was  anxious  to  have  it  uiidcr(k)od,  that. he 
entertained  for  the  acquitted  perfons  all  the  delicacy  that  was  due 
to  tbcm^  and  that  he  confidcred  them  as  being  innocent.  Could  he 
£siy  more  i  He  was  anxious  equally  to  have  it  underftbod  in  genera), 
that  no  human  creature  could  be  more  an  enthufiaft  for  the  right  of 
juries,  or  (the  palladium  of  our  liberdcs]  the  Habeas  Corpus  a^« 
He  (hould  be,  of  all  men,  the  mod  ungrateful,  and  of  the  coldeft 
heart,  if  he  had  not  caught,  in  fome  degree,  that  enthuflafm  from 
his  noble  relation  (Earl  Camden),  widi  whom  he  had  been  incor* 
poiated,  if  he  mi^t  ufe  that  phrafc,  for  the  beft  part  of  his  life  in 
the  mod  afFedtonate  habits,  and  the  deareft  friendihip  ^  nor  could 
he  forget  that  it  was  to  that  noble  perfon  in  the  other  Houfe  of  Par- 
liament that  we  owed  the  celebrated  adt  upon  the  fiibjcct  of  libels, 
which  refiored  and  fixed  upon  a  rock  the  right  of  juries  over  the 
whole  of  the  cafe,  in  criminal  proceedings  ;  nor  could  he  alfo  for- 
get, that  it  was  the  fume  great  man  (as  he  could  venture  to  call  him) 
who,  with  his  friend,,  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  though  he  was  then 
Attorney  General,  was  in  a  minority,  as  a  champion  of  this  very 
Habeas  Corpus  a£l,  which  it  was  propofed  now  to  fufpend,  in  fon^e 
parts  of  it.  Having  proved  that  fuch  a  peril  did  exift,  he  would 
nest  afk  another  queftlon,  which,  in  a  manner,  anfwered  itfelf* 
Had  it  beeti  fuppofcU  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that,  upon  afi« 
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count  of  thefe  accpiittals,  the  SuTpchfion  bill  flioafai  be  repealed^'— 
A  recent  vote  had  faid  the  reverfe,  in  oppoiition  to  a  dired,  a  veiy 
laboured,  and  a  very  ingenious  efibrt»  the  other  night,  for  that 
purpoft. 

He  admitted,  however,  fliat  having  proved  thele  points,  he  was 
to  go  farther,  and  fatisfy  the  Houfe,  if  he  could,  that  what  exifted 
then,  exifted  equally  at  the  moment  in  vfhidti  he  addrefled  them  ;  in 
other  words,  that  fuch  a  degree  of  treafonable  confpiracy  does  cxii% 
as  to  warrant  ^farther  fufpeniion  of  this  law.  He  would  not  CMily 
affer^  this  to  be  the  fa<SV,  becaufe  it  had  not  been  proved^  that  what 
exifted  then  had  ceafed,  but  he  would  meet  the  queftioh  fairly,  take 
the  bull  by  the  horns,  and  from  theverdid  itfelf,  under  all  the 
circamftances,  infer  the  neceflity  of  this  bill.  That  verdid,  ac- 
companied as  it  Was  by  the  h&  of  an  exifting  confptiacy,  (wbidi 
had  been  proved)  announts  to  diis — to  the  legal  impunity  and  the 
legal  innocence  of  ail  thofe  who  had  been  yet  put  upon  thdr  tiial, 
for  their  part  in  that  conCpiracy.  Thft  verdict,  fo  accompanied,  had 
left  a  body  and  mafs  of  treafon  upon  authenticated  proofs,  and  which 
the  rules  of  law  had  not  enabled  the  intereft  of  the  Public  to  cor- 
TQ&i  by  a  verdidt  of  convi61ion  agalnft  any  one  confpinrtor.  This 
would,  of  itfelf,  encourage  thofe  who  had  embarked  in  thefe  wicked 
councili»*->would  heighten  the  alarm,  and  would  make  the  peril  ac- 
cumulate. 

That  was  not  all,*— Could  it  be  forgot,  that  it  was  no^ommsn 
tnajm  then  before  diem  ?  If  it  had  been  EngUJh  treafon,  he  migjht, 
perhaps,  have  been  fadsfied  that  no  fuch  interpofition  would  be  ne* 
ceffary  to  reprefs  it ;  but  it  wais  French  to  the  very  bone,  and  French^ 
at  a  moment,  of  all  others,  in  which  the  fatal  prevalence  of  that 
enemy  in  arms  abroad,  as  well  as  in  n\ifchief  bene,  was  at  the 
height.  His  learned  friend  (the  Attorney  General)  having  fhted 
the  intercourfe  of  Jacobin  Societies  here  with  Jacobin  Sociedes  in 
France,  he  (Mr.  Hardinge)  had  obfervcd  particular  (hefs  laid,  by  a 
kindof  loud  whifper,  upon  the  date  of  thofe  papers,  which  proved 
the  intercourfe,  a  date  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  War.  The 
tone  of  that  whifper  fecmed  as  if  it  came  from  a  pcrfort  (Mr.  Fox) 
bleflbd  with  too  found  a  head,  as  he  ftiould  have  hoped,  for  fo  flimfy 
a  difiercnce.  Has  that  intercourfe,  and  have  thofe  principles,  been 
ever  difa vowed,  fincc  the  enemy  had  engaged  us  ?  fince  the  v^'ar  bad 
made  fuch  an  intercourfe  high  treafon  ? 

It  was  the  more  ncceffary  to  mark  the  continuance  of  that  mif- 
chievous  intercourfe,  becaufe  a  veil  had  been  throWTi  over  it,  which 
had  miflcd  thoufands  into  the  real  dclign,  before  they  were  them- 
fclvcs  apprized  of  it.     This  veil  had  been  removed,  and^  as  he  was 
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confident^  remoisid  for  eirer,  in  aigumoit  at  leaft^  by  Us  kamed 
friend  (Serjeant  Adair)  on  a  farmer  ni^t,  -who  had  notihewn  the 
leafl:  mercy  to  it ;  but  with  an  ability  that  was. never  to  be*foi^gotten, 
in  that  plaoe^  <or  by  the  Piddic  at  large,  had  .given  a  death's  blow  to 
Hs  pretence.  Could  the  Houfe  forget,  that  it  was  part  of  the  hi^ 
trealbn  imputed,  and  proved  upoa evidence  that-cbuki  vot  lie-«>upon 
authentic  papers,  td  ere6^  the  eniigns  of  rebeUim,  if  the  enemy 
fliould  invade  i^s  f  (for  he  w/>oldnot  fo  difgrace  himfelf  or  the  Houfe 
as  to  aigne  that  xcbeQion  aione  was  the  objed  of  tliat  meeting,  sQhidi 
this  event  fhould  be  the  ftgnal  to  convme*  Would  it  be  forgot, 
that  we  are  now  at  war  againft  fbo  enemy  of  oorfelves,  and  of  the 
human  race,  whofc  inordinate  power  we  have  not  been  able  to  repel ; 
who  are  at  our  gates,  and  with  .whom  it  is  the  objeS  of  confpirators 
and  of  trahbrs  (for  fo  he  would  call  them)  to  unite )  Upon  fiheTe 
grouiulB,  he  ihoidd  vote  in  fupgpoct  of  his  learned  friend's  propo* 
fition.  :. 

Mr.  ERSKJNE  did  not  infend  to  have  rifien,  but  from  what 
ffSk  from  the  lafi  ipeaker.  \inth  regard  to  the  verdidls  of  the  juries 
on  the  bte  >trials,  he  had  beUevicd  that  not  only  chat  Houfe,  b«t 
every,  man^inthe  country  who  had  read  them,  had  been  fully  cm- 
vinoed  that  no  confpiracy  had  ever  exifted  ;  yst  tke  learned  gentle- 
man, ixbm  the  very  fame. materials,  was ib  far  firbm*  being  con- 
vinced, that  h^'  adtually  declared  there  was  fiich  a  mafs  of  treafon, 
and  io  clear  a  proof  of  confpiracy,  that  the  ibfpenfion  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  ad  was  more  nceefiarynow  than  even  it  was  laft  year* 
The  learned  gentleman,  at  the  fame  time  diat  he  had  found  out  this 
mafs  of  treaibh,  could  not,  nqr  Ad  not  pretend  that  it  was  poiTibk, 
to£nd  out  ihe  traitors.  Wbac  cOuid  he  mean  by  this  ?  If  in  the 
papers  of  the  diffeeeot  Societies  in  which  all  this  mafs  of  treafon  was 
contained,  die  authors  of  them  were  unknown  or  undifcovered, 
there  mi^t  .he  fomething  in  hifl  argument ;  but  what  was  the  real 
flatc  of  tlie  cafe  ?  Completely  the  reverie*  Thefc  papers  were  all- 
figned  ;  the  authors  wepe  known,  and  almofl  all  of  tfiem  haA  ap- 
pcircd  for  more  thfan  two  years  in  the  newfpapers  daily.  ThoAc 
perfons  being  known,  and  the  members  of  all  thofe  Societies  and 
Conventions  known  who  liad  committed  this  mafs  of  treaibn,  hw 
came  it  that  they  had  been  allowed  to  go  on  fo  long  before  the  fuf* 
peniion  of  the.  Habeas  Corpus  laA  year  ?  Or  why  did  not  the  At- 
torney General  pnxreed  agaihft  them  fiill  ?  Having  gpne  through 
fome  othei'  points  of  the  learned  gentleman's  fpcech,  he  exprcf^ed 
the  hig^eft  frkndfhip  and  regard  for  the  learned  Serjeant,  who,  on' 
a  former  occaiion,  VaA  fpdcen  on  this  fubjedl  fo  as  to  obtain  much 
.apphiu&  in  that  Houfe.     He  owned  it  to  be  an  applaufe  that  gave 
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Ktm  tfiudi  chagrin  ;  not  chagrin  from  any  applaufe  that  cooid  be 
paid  to  his  lea!mcd  fnend,  but  bccauie  it  was  bdto^ed  when  he  had 
uttered  dodrinesy  in  bisopinioni  inconfiitent  mth  the  learned  Ser- 
jeant's chara^ldr  as  a  found,  conilitmional  lawyer^  and  an  aUt 
Statefman.  He  had  ciKlcavoured  to  carry  the  minds  of  gentkfnen 
along  with  hiihi  by  giving  as  proofs  and  evidence  partial  cxtrads 
that  favoured  his  aiguments,  ^^oat  giving  the  contest,  or  in  bSL 
die  whole,  as  ought  to  have  been  done,  before  any  judgement  or  juft 
opinion  could  be  made  upon  the  cafe  in  quefiion*  That  thb  had 
been  pra6tifed  by  the  learned  Serjeant,  could  not  be  made  move  evi- 
dent, than  fay  reminding  the  Houfc,  that  in  hisipcech  he  had  com* 
prifed  and  fbted  what  he  called  the  whole  evidence,  thra^  that 
evidence  had  taken  the  grand  jury  four  days  before  they  coold  find  a 
bill  upon  itf  the  petty  jury  fevCn  days  in  trying  that  bill,  and  die 
.  Attorney  General  nine  hours  in  opening  his  cafe.  As  to  a  referm 
of  Parliament  being  a  mere  veil,  which  the  learned  Serjcaitt  bad 
"  torn  to  pieces,  he  detued  that  he  had  been  able  to  do  fo  here ;  and 
certainly  he,  with  all  the  evidence  that  had  come  out  for  the  profe^ 
cution,  had  not  been  aUe  to  do  it  to  the  fatisfadion  of  an  Eng^iih 
}ury^  who  had  the  whde  cafe  before  them.  Here  Mr.  ErikijM 
went  into  the  nature  of  the  evidence  for  die  profecution,  fpies,  ia- 
.  formers,  and  all  forts  of  witneffes,  ftadng,  dial  even  with  their 
.  aid,  no  fuch  crimes  or  intentions  were  brought  home  to  the  pcrfons 
tried,  and  that  evidence  for  the  Crown  was  fo  compkteiy  againft  the 
.profecution,  that  it  had  been  wondered  at  by  many  that  he  had 
,  ever  been  called  upon  for  any  defence  on  behalf  of  thfc  prifoners.  He 
cautioned  t^ie  Houfe  againft  fhewir^  too  much  jealoufy  or  appre*- 
henlions  about  the  people  interfering  with  Parliamentary  Reform. 
The  beft  way  was  for  that  Houfc,  by  its  conduA,  to  fiicw  die 
people,  that  their  intereft  was  the  thing  moft  at  the  hearts  of  their 
Reprefentativcs,  and  not  by  fuch  firidcs  and  encroachments  as  had 
lately  been  made  on  their  rights  and  freedom,  to  make  them  jealous 
ei  the  corruption  that  was  fuppofed  to  prevail  in  dutt  Houfe.  He 
ihould  follow  the  advice  of  a  nohle  Lord,  when  he  brought  in  a 
bill  fol:  liccnfing  drainatic  performances.  It  was  faid,  **  What ! 
give  leave  to  fee  ourfelves  ridiculed  on  the  flage !"  To  which  die 
noble  Lord  who  fupportod  the  bill  replied,  "  Let  us  look  to  our 
own  condu6l ;  if  that  is  what  it  fiiould  be,  we  have  norhing  K> 
fear ;  the  caufe  for  ridicule  being  gone,  the  ridicidc  cannot  iScA 
us.*'  In  this  way,  let  that  Houfe  ihew  that  no  comiption  ekKls, 
and  the  pec^le  will  fee  no  caufe  for  reform  ;  but,  as  things  were, 
he  hoped  and  trufied  die  people  would  not  abandon  what  dicy  £iv 
.fo  much  ncceffity  for,  wliile  they  could,  by  the  freedom  of  liie  pn6r 
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and  every  other  ri^t,  make  their  fendments  and  grievances  known 
and  redrefled,  and  he  hoped  that  th^  would  not  be  refifled  till  tlie 
.  time  came  when  Parliament  left  them  no  other  choice  but  to  conv- 
.  mand  reform.     It  had  been  attempted  to  cafV  imputadons  of  blame 
*iipon  die  verdiSs  of  the  juries  ;  but  he  confeffod  he  ihould  have 
'  giwn  precifely  the  fame  verdict,  if  he  had  fiood  in  their  fituation  ; 
and  as  a  right  honourable  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Fox)  had  remarked,  if 
he  were  inclmed  at  all  to  differ  from  them,  it  would  have  been  in 
giving  in  the  yerdidt  immediately  on  the  clofe  of  the  Crown  evi- 
dence.    He  firmly  believed  that  they  would  have  told  him,  at  the 
oonelufion  of  that  evidence,  that  diey  were  per&dly  fadsfied  duit  no 
cafe  could  be  made  out  againft  dieprifoncrs,  and  that  he  need  not 

-  tiooble  himfeif  to  enter  upon  die  defence ;  but  they  had  afted  widi 
prudfcncc^  in  wilhing  to  hear  the  whole,  and  in  giving  his  learned 

-  friend,  the  Attorney  General,  an  opporfumty  of  faying  every  thing 
fiat  could  be  fatd  on  that  fide  of  the  quefiton. 

Some  good  had  refutted  fmm  the  (Kfcuffion  of  this  queAion ;  for 
gendcmen  had  to-ni^t  explained  what  diey  had  on  former  occaiions 
advanced  to  die  difparragement  of  the  trial  by  jury.     The  atgument 
iriudi  had  been  made  ufe  of  with  refpeft  to  the  prevention  of  guilty 
appeared  to  him  replete  with  abfurdtt}^    Was  it  confident  with  any 
principles  of  juftice  or  of  the  Conftitution  that  men  fhould  be  appre- 
hended and  confined  on  a  charge  of  High  Treafon,  when  the  utmofl 
-of  their  offence  amounted  only  to  a  mifdemeanor  ?  Did  gentlemen 
•mean  to  fay  that  this  condu(f^  proceeded  from  any  tendemefs  which 
.  they  had  for  the  ptrfons  whom  they  proTccuted  ?  Did  they  imagine 
that  tendemefs  was  manifeAcd  by  confining  perfons  feveral  months 
zd  by  ibme  remote  chance  at  a  diftant  period  thchr  lives  might  be  en- 
Ongered  ?  He  wifbcd  very  much  to  be  informed,  for  he  >  had  yet 
iMrd  nothing  on  the  fubjeA,  whether  any  new  motives  weie  to  be 
ofi^  to  the  Houie  fyt  this  frefh  fofpcnfion  of  the  palladium  of  En- 
.gU&  liberty  ?  Or  ctid  they  mean  to  fay  the  old  modves  would  be  a 
iv&ent  juftificadoh  of  the  meafure.     If  not,  ht  wiflied  them  to 
.tdl  t^  people  of  En^and,  how  long  they  are  to  ba  terrified,  how 
long  t^  are  to  be  libelled  and  calumniated.     He  a/ked  them  whe* 
ther  ihk  had  the  leoA  intcntii^n  whatever  to  profeoute  any  of  the  1 8  o 
dei^itc  to  the  Bridfh  Convcndon,  and  if  they  did  (b,  why  did 
they  notigite'that  to  be  a  ground  for  the  iarthcr  fufpenfion  r  He  en- 
quired, hthcre  did  exift  fuch  dangers  as  dicy  had  afferted,  why 
djcy  bad  f^lcred  them  to  proceed  upwards  of  two  years  without  no.- 
ticc,  and  Wr  they  had  not  f ofpended  the  Habeas  Corpus  ad  before  ? 
He  dcfired  v  Houfe  to  attend  to  the  time  when  they  moved  for 
tfa«  firft  fufpe^^    It  ^2s  arthe  prccifc  period  when  they  had  been 
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informed  Aat  a  friend  of  iris,  a  Meanbcr  of  the.  Society  of  the  Friends 
of  the  People,  intended  to  make  a  motion  in  that  Houfe,  cm)  an  ap- 
{^catlon  from  thofe  fodeties.     Will  it  be  contended  that  this  nu& 
of  treafon'  eufied,  or  that  Ac  traitors  were  not  known,  when  both 
the  papers  were  .written  by  perfohs  known,  and  the  Crown  had  aq>- 
prehended  twelve  perfons,  bccaufe  they  were  fuppofed  tobebriqgii:^ 
'.the  preyed  to  confommadon  ?  They  ihould  cxmfider  carefully  whe- 
ther, while  they  wece  paffing  this  a£t,  and  accufing  the  people  of 
confpiring  againft  Govcmment»  the  people  might  not  retort  upon 
them  a  confpiracy  againd  the  liberty  of  the  country.— Let  them  ihew 
that  the  Admintflradon  of  juftice  could  not  be  carried  on,  and  that 
^the  Conftitudon  of  the  country  was  in  danger,  and  he  ihoidd  baive 
^no  objedion  to  give  his  vot^  for  the  fufpenfian.     It  was  a  dcciim- 
fiance  which  had  confiderable  wei^t  on  his  mind,  that  it  ihoold  be 
.thought  necefl^ry  by  Adminiftratton  to  traduce  and  reylle  |he  people 
of  England.     It  had.  been  faid,  as  it  had  formerly  been  faid  in  the 
^American  war,  that  this  was  but  a  partial  fufpcnfion  of  the  Habeafi 
.  Coipus.    He  ihould  reply  in  the  itords  of  an  eminent  orator,  wbak 
lofii  mufi  beilceply  felt  in  that  Houie,  that  **lt  was  fo  much  the 
.  worfe,  for  the  people  would  t^e  alarm  at  once  if  die  fufpenfion  were 
gcneml ;  but  when  thus  nibbled  away  by  fcraps  they  were  not  on 
thdr  guard,  dnd  padently  fuifered  the  greatcft  iiuoads  upon  their 
.  liberdes«^'  -  The  greateft  misfortunes  were  to  foe  apprehended  to  the 
country  £rom  fuchan  Admihiflration,  who  had  no  principle  of  cqd- 
.duS:  hut  thdr  own  aggrandizement ;  and  with  fuch  a  Houfe,  wfafdh 
was  fo  notorioufly  under  their  guidance  at  a  dme  and  under  circum- 
fiances  when  it  m-as  difficult  for  liberty  to  bepreferved,  and  equal)^ 
difficult  for  that  wife  Adminifliation  to  preferve  their  f^ces.     b 
feared  inuch,  becaufc  he  had  himfelf  icen  the  conlcquences  of  f^ 
£onduit,.becaufe  he  had  feen,  in  a  nation  on  the  Condnent  the  ime 
^rannical  meafures,  producipg,  indeed,  for  die  time,  pcacand 
traoquHlity.     But  fad)  a  peace,  which,  like  a  calm  before  a  Wig, 
only  lafted  till  the  pcopleVindignadon  was  mufod,:  forcing  fro«iheiti 
that  joyet/fe  enirie,  which  had  been  fo  perdnacicnifiy  deni^  them. 
He  warned  Miniibzrs  to' take  care,  left  the  iamefpirit  of  in^gnadon 
ihould  be  roufcd  in  the  people  of  England,^  ^o,  irritari  by  die 
conduct  of  Adminiftration,  raighf  not  only  hurl  them  rom  thdr 
places,  but  involve  all  inTuin.*  He  faid  it  was  not  Kin^  in  general 
who  produced  mifchief^  but  unfortunately  Kii^  had  **iend5,  not 
that  he  meant  to  fay  the  junto  who  wore  called  die  ?*"g*s  friends 
were  really  fo,  for  the  people  trcre  his  beft  flacnds.  ^^  oondudcd 
with  advifing  Minifters  to  give  the  benefit -of  Ac  wh^  Conftitutioii 
10  the  people,  not  to  rule  by  .terror,  nor  to  Sepriv^c  fubjcfisof 
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thilr  li^ts ;  ibr  tf  doing  lb  tlaty  vkfdi6  ^in  no  good,  and  would 
eventually  do  the  greafetbmifchicf  to  themfelves. 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  faid,  ^fttt  the  abilities  evinced  b^  his 
learned  friends^  i^w6uld  not  be  noBceffiuy  for  him  to  trefpafi^  lbng> 
on  the  patience  of  the  Houfe.  After  the  written  evidence  that  had 
been  adduced,  it  was,  in  his  opinion^  impofltble  that  any  indivi-; 
dual  could  doubt  of  the  exigence  of  a  treafonable  conrpimey.  The 
learned  gentleman  who  had  juft  fat' down  had  complained  that  the 
evidence  had  been  feleded  by  fcraps.  What  were  the  proofe  of 
his  learned  friend's  podtion }  He  had  reded  on  the  declaration  held 
out  by  the  fodeties,  namely,  that  they  intended  to  cffeA  a  refbrni 
in  the  reprefentation  by  legal  and  conftitutional  means.  Becaufe 
they  diufe  to  make  this  declaration,  is  that  a  reafon  why  this' 
Houfe  (hould  (hut  their  eyes  to  the  true  meaning  6f  thofe  defigns' 
concealed  under  this  fpecious  veil  ?  Were  their  pnx^eedings  on  the 
2odi  of  January  legal  and  confb'tutional  means  ?  Was  their  deter- 
mination no  more  to  petition  Parliament,  but  to  feek  redrefs  from 
dieir  owr\  laws,  legal  and  conititutional  means  ?  Was  their  addrefs 
to  the  Jacobins  and  the  Convention  legal  and  confUtutional  means  i 
But  his  learned  friend  recoiled  from  his  own  argument ;  he  had 
fopprefled  that  verbal  tcdimony  which  might  have  been  obtained ; 
what  that  verbal  tefiimony  was,  he  (hould  fubmit  to  the  Houfe. 
The  learned  gendeman  had  himfelf  crofs-examined  all  the  witneiTcs. 
In  two  of  the  trials  his  learned  iricnd  did  not  care  to  call  thofe 
witneiles  who  bed  knew  the  tranfafVion,  and  yet  his  learned  friend 
had  pufhed  his  crof^-examination  farther  than  had  ever  been  known 
upon  former  occafions.  His  learned  friend  had  grounded  his  ar* 
guments  againd  the  written  evidence  upon  the  ond  tedimony  w*hlch 
it  was  contended  was  the  true  criterion  of  judging  the  intentions  of 
the  parties.  Was  not  the  quedion  put  by  his  learned  friend  to  all 
d\e  witnedes  he  had  thought  proper  to  call— -'^  Was  it  your  inten- 
tion ID  overturn  the  Conditution  of  the  kingdom  ?'*  What  anfwcr 
could  be  given  to  fuch  a  quedion  ?  Why  did  not  his  learned  friend 
fay  at  once— Are  yOu  a  traitor  ?  It  was  impodible,  as  the  quedion 
was  put»  diat  any  other  anfwer  could  be  given,  than  fuch  as  his 
learned  fnend  had  expected ;  but  why  was  not  Hardy  examined  ? 
His  learned  friend  had  threatened  this,  but  his  prudence  had  fuper^ 
fedcd  the  impulfe  of  the  moment^  and  although  Hnrdy  could  have 
given  much  information,  yet  his  learned  friend,  knowing  the  dm- 
plicity  of  Hardy's  n^ure,  did  not  chufc  to  call  him,  becaufe  Hardy 
knew  too  much.  The  learned  Serjeant  replied  to  Mr.  Erlkine's 
arguments  refpedtng  die  weight  due  to  the  vcrdid  of  a  jury,  but 
contended  that  that  vcxdi^^  could  h^ve  no  controid  over  the  Houfe 
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in  the  tmtclk  of  thdr  legiflatiye  fundions.  He  did,  that  his 
learned  friend,  at  the  trial  of  Hardy,  in  a  fpecch  of  fix  hours,  had 
chofen  to  occupy  five  hours  and  an  half  in  extrads  from  Sdn^  and 
Locke,  and  only  took  up  half  an  hour  in  rtplying  to  diat  whidi 
had  occupied  four  days  in  fhdng,  and  had  employed  his  learned 
friend,  on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  nine  hours  in  opcmng* 

The  learned  Serjeant  next  commented  upon  the  evidrnce  given 
by  Broomhead,  whofe  evidence  had  torn  afide  the  veil ;  and  from 
the  trania&ions  between  him  and  York,  in  aflembling  fevend  diou- 
fand  people,  for  the  purpofe  of  influencing  tbdr  minds,  and  affum- 
ing  the  legiflative  fundions  of  the  countiy-^-from  all  diefe  drcum- 
fiances,  the  learned  Serjeant  contended,  die  real  intentions  of  thefe 
perfons  were  fufficiently  perfpicuous*  But  it  is  the  duty  of  diis 
Houfe,  it  is  both  generous  and  patriotic  to  the  public,  to  prevent 
thofe  who  are  confpiring,  from  bringing  their  evil  intentions  to  fdeh 
mifchievous  maturity  as  may  render  our  efibrts  to  cru(h  it  ineflEbc- 
tual.  There  are  many  ca{b  which  might  occor,  to  prevent  which 
r^uire  tiipely  legiflative  interpoiition,  that,  neverthdefs,  are  not 
high  treafon :  Confpiring  to  levy  war,  for  inllance,  is  not  high 
treafon  by  the  ftatute  of  Edward  IIL  What  then,  are  we  to 
wait  dll  war  be  actually  levied,  before  we  arc  fuffercd  to  adopt 
preventive  interpoiition  ?  The  time  to  interpofe  is,  when  wc  have 
juft  grounds  to  fufpe£V,  and  prevent  the  communication  of  that 
contagion  which  may  endanger,  and  perhaps  deilroy,  the  lives  (^ 
others.  In  reply  to  what  had  been  faid  by  a  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman on  a  former  debate,  relative  to  the  inligniHcance  of  the  num* 
bcrs -—thofe  numbers  had  only  been  iniignificant  from  the  timely  in- 
terpoiition of  Government.  With  refpeft  to  the  perfons  who  had 
been  acquitted,  he  hoped  thofe  verdids  would  have  one  good  eflfed ; 
that  they  would  deter  thofe  who  had  been  treated  widi  fo  nuich  le- 
nity by  the  laws,  and  make  them  cautious  how  they  again  broi^ht 
their  lives  in  danger,  by  the  purfuit  of  (imibr  pra&iccs.  The  fame 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  alfo  faid,  that  he  (hould  not  have 
helitatcd  in  pronouncing  the  perfons  tried  Not  Guilty ;  becaufe,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  the  profecutors  had 
made  out  no  cafe. — Was  that  the  h&,  ?  Did  the  Jury  think  this 
was  the  fii^l  r— They  did  not,  for  they  hefitated  in  one  of  the  trials 
two  hours  before  they  delivered  their  verdid.  The  Juiy,  therefore, 
had  no  doubt  of  the  exigence  of  the  confpiracy  ;  and  he  hoped  thofe 
who  had  received  the  benefit  of  their  acquittal,  would  imitate  the 
conduct!  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  and  not  perlid  in  groping  like 
nioles  in  the  dark,  left  they  (hould  meet  with  odicr  Juries  not  quite 
iq  lenient  as  thofe  by  whom  they  had  been  acquiocd.     Thde  ^xr- 
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diAs,  the  leathed  Serjeant  contended,  would  clear  thetn  uf)  to  that 
dme  from  all  charges  of  trealbn ;  but  if  they  periifted  in  thefe  fedi-^ 
tious  pradices^  they  would  not  be  exempted  from  odicr  charges  oi 
Ae  fame  or  a  different  nature,  widi  an  added  load  of  refponfibility 
itom  the  lenity  they  had  before  experienced.  In  reply  to  the  argu-> 
ments  ufed  by  his  learited  friend  (Mr.  Erfkine),  great  attention,  he 
faid,  ought  and  had  been  paid  Co  the  wi(hes  of  the  people  of  £ng-« 
land,  when  the  fenfc  of  the  people  was  duly  and  properly  colle6led* 
There  was  already  fufficient  union  between  that  Houfe  and  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  he  conceived,  inftead  of  arguments  merely  to  catcli  popu- 
larity, it  would  be  more  Confiftent  With  the  dignity  of  that  Houfe^ 
if  Rich  arguments  were  not  ufed  at  all.  The  learned  Serjeant  con- 
cluded with  obferving,  that  he  mod  heartily  Concurred  in  the  con- 
tinuation of  that  power  in  the  hands  of  Government,  which  had  not 
hitherto  been  abufed  ;  he  was  bound  to  this  from  duty  to  the  pub- 
lic, regard  to  the  laws,  and  to  that  liberty  conlident  with  law  and 
Older  which  this  country  had  ever  enjoyed,  and  which,  he  truftcd^ 
would  coniUtute  a  bulwark  of  firength  in  the  country,  fufficient  to 
defy  foreign  and  domeftic  enemies. 

Mr.  FOX  laid,  he  had  come  down  to  the  Houfe  full  qf  curio^ 
fity,  to  hear  what  cafe  v^'ould  be  made  out  to  juftify  the  renewal  of 
the  bill ;  for  aldiough  he  had  heard  much  declamadon  on  the  fub- 
jcd,  in  the  preceding  debates,  he  had  found  fo  little  argument,  that 
he  conceived  it  muft  have  been  all  refervcd  for  the  prefent  occa(ion« 
In  one  refpe6t  his  curiofity  had  been  gratified.  Some  of  the  argu- 
ments were  not  only  new,  but  the  moft  extravagant  perhaps  ever 
uttered  in' a  Houfe  of  Parliament.  The  Attorney  General  had  faid, 
that  the  objedl  of  the  bill  was,  not  to  give  a  power  of  taking  iilto 
cuAody,  and  profecuting  perfons  who  might  be  guilty  of  treafon,  but 
to  give  a  power  of  arreting  aild  confining  perfons  in  inchoate  guUtp 
and  preventing  them  fiom  completing  the  crimes  they  would  other- 
wife  commit.  This  was  a  principle  as  inconfiftent  with  Englilh 
law,  as  it  bore  a  near  refemblance  to  what  had  been  the  former, 
and  was  too  much  the  prefent  pradtice  of  a  neighbouring  country,, 
which  for  fevend^years  had  been  paying  the  penalties,  and  e]q)iating^ 
the  crimes  of  an  abfolute  qionarchy.  This  argument  was  not  even 
fupported  by  the  bill  of  laft  year ;  for  that  went  directly  to  the  taking 
up  and  profecudng  of  perfons  fuppofed  to  have  committed  ads  of 
treafon.  To  adopt  fuch  a  fyftem  of  prevention  was  to  defert  all  the 
priiKiples  and  policy  of  our  anceftors,  in  favour  of  the  infernal  po- 
licy upon  which  the  Baftiles  and  dungeons  of  tyranny  had  been 
peopled.  It  was  to  fay,  **  We  will  take  up  men  out  of  mercy  and 
kindnefs,  becaufc  we  think  them  likely  to  commit  crimes  j  but  this 
Vox;- XL.  Pp 
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verr  mercy  (hall  immure  them  in  priTons,  and  cut  tbedfi  dS  ficonr 
fociety  during  our  will  and  pleafure."  Members  of  ParliauacBt 
were  excepted ;  but  might  not  any  other  man  be  deprived  of  bb 
liberty  by  the  will  or  miilake  of  Minifters,  as  much  as  in  any  coun* 
try  where  there  exifted  a  power  of  arbitracy  imprifimment  r  It  waa 
faid>  that  no  man  would  be  taken  into  cuftody  on  fu^ickm  of  a 
crime  of  which  he  had  been  previoufly  acquitted ;  but  Mtniflers 
upon  their  own  arguments  muft  confider  die  perfons  lately  acquitted 
of  treafon  as  more  likely  than  any  other  to  commit  ads  of  treaioD ; 
and  what  fccurity  was  there  agatnft  feeing  that  which  had  been  de- 
claimed upon  as  the  climax  of  French  injuftice,  vtz«  men  who  had 
been  acquitted,  and  imprifoned  asfufpedled?  The  whole  went  upoo 
die  new  French  principles,  which  characterized  every  new  aA  <rf 
Miniftersy  while  they  were  holding  them  up  as  die  grand  objcA  of 
alarm. — What  but  caprice  coufld  prevent  diem  from  lakii^  thefe 
men  again  into  cuftody  ?  They  would  not  take  up  Hardy — ^Why  ? 
Becaufe  when  men  abandoned  the  plain  road  of  the  ConfKtutioiiy 
.  diey  were  involved  in  eternal  contradictions.  It  was  admittied  dot 
a  confpiracy  to  levy  war  was  nof  treafoO)  and  then  it  was  afloed, 
**  Shall  we  not  prevent  the  mifdiief  by  taking  the  parties. into  cuf- 
tody before  war  is  adually  levied?**  The  law  faid  diftmdly,  yoa 
fhall  not  take  diem  into  ctiitody  as  guilty  of  treaibn ;  this  was  all 
die  anfwer  neccffary  to  be  given ;  and  to  fay  otherwifc  was  to  ca- 
kimniate  the  (Vatutcs  of  Edward  III.  and  Charles  11.  He  was  the 
lefs  furprifcd  to  hear  the  law  calumniated,  when  he  heard  the  iame 
perfons  who  did  fo,  calumniate  thofe  who  were  charged  with  the 
adminiftration  of  the  law.  They  talked  of  juries  refpedM'uUf  in 
words,  but  what  was  their  argument  ?  **  We  will  not  tiy  any  of 
die  perii^ns  implicated  in  the  charges  againft  the  perfons  lately  ac- 
quitted  ;  but  if  any  (hall  be  guilty  of  fimilar  offences,  them  wc  will 
profccutc  and  take  our  chance  of  the  verdiS  of  anodier  jury."  Thus 
diey  would  reduce  trial  by  jury  to  fomething  of  equal  value  widi  a 
trial  by  chance.  1  hofe  who  in  colourable  words  fo  talked  of  the 
dFefts  of  the  inftitution,  he  could  not  but  fufpe(£l  of  difliking  the 
ihftitution  itfelf.  His  learned  friend  (Mr.  Serjeant  Adair),  had 
iaid,  that  die  crofs^examination  of  wimefles  on  the  trial  had  been 
permitted  to  a  latitude  beyond  all  precedent.  By  whofe  fault  i  The 
fault  of  the  Court  undoubtedly,  and  if  the  Court  was  to  blame,  let 
die  Court  be^enfured,  or.  rather  let  his  learned  friend  own  faiilr 
the  principles  of  tliofe  with  whom  he  now  adtcd,  and  lay^  *^  When 
die  Court  and  the  law  are  in  our.  favour,  they  are  entided  to  all 
poflible  deferenc:,  but  when  they  happen  to  be  againft  us,  we  owe 
them  no  rcfped."    The  endre  fpoecfaes  and  evidence  of  the  leamod 
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gentlemen  on  the  trials;  had  not  oonvihced  tjie  juriet,  and  parts  of 
At  one,,  with  fcraps  of  the  other ,  would  not  convince  him.  He 
would  venture  to  aiTume,  that  they  who  heard  part  bf  the  argument 
and  evidence,  and  that  only  upon  one  ikie,  could  not  form  fo  good 
^  judgement  of  the  cafc»  as  the  juries  who  heard  the  whole.  AU 
the  means  of  profecution  and  of  evidence  were  in  their  hands ;  all 
the  perfons  whom  they -thought  fit  to  profecute  had  been  acquitted  ; 
they  acknowledged  the  acquittals  to  be  fo  decifive,  that  they  did  not 
tliink  it  advtfeable  to  profecute  any  more ;  it  was  not  therefore  very 
fanciful  to  fay  that  every  man  and  woman  in  England  had  been  ac«« 
quitted  of  the  allcdged  confpiracy ;  and,  notinathOanding  ail  he  had 
heard,  his  ideas  were  too  grofs  and  concrete  to  conceive  a  confpiracy 
without  confpirators.  The  arguments  of  thofe  who  bppofed  the  bill 
were  (aid  to  be  few.  They  had  on  their  fide  the  Law  and  the 
Conititution,  and  were  only  called  upon  to  refute  the  ilrange  argu<> 
ments  bixiught  againft  them.  If  original  arguments  were  ever  fo 
abundant,  he  would  diidain  to  ufe  any,  for  he  was  not  fo  prefump- 
tuous  as  to  fet  up  any  theory  of  his  own  in  preference  to  the  law  of 
Edward  III.  and  of  Charles  II.  To  fuppofe  that  any  number  of 
the  people  of  this  country  was  difafFedled  to  the  Conftitution  was  a 
calumny.  ThpHoufe  was  called  upon  in  1795  to  fufpend  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Aft,  for  corrcfpondence  with  France,  which  liad 
taken  pbce  in  1792,  two  years  before  the  iirft  fufpenfion  was  pro- 
poied.  Miniilcrs  themfelves  owned  that  even  in  the  fufpefted  fo- 
cieties  the  greater  part  were  deluded  by  the  few,  who,  under  the 
maik  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  wiihed  to  lead  them  to  fubvcrt  the 
Goveroment.  What  did  this  prove  ?  but  that  the  people  were  fo  well 
afiefted  to  the  ConAitution,  that  no  man  durA  fpcak  openly  againft  it. 
Had  there  been  a  period  finccthe  accefTipn  of  the  Houfe  of  Brunf- 
wick,  when  there  were  fewer  perfons  in  this  country  dilafFcded  to 
His  Majcfty's  perfon  ?  Was^  any  fuch  period  likely  to  occur  i  At 
what  time,  then  could  they  hope  for  the  rcftoration  of  the  Habeas 
Carpus  Aft  r  Better  would  it  be,  to  fay  at  once,  that  they  had 
taken  their  lafl  leave  of  it ;  and  that  the  ftate  of  Europe  was  incom- 
patible with  a  limited  Monarchy  in  Great  Britain.  Were  we  to 
wait  rill  the  London  Correfponding  Society  diffolved  themfelves  ?— 
Miniflers  would  fay,  that  the  diffolution  was  only  a  pretence.  Were 
we  to  e3q>eft  the  death  of  all  the  members : — Few  as  they  were, 
they  would  have  fucceffors  ;  for,  till  all  Governments  were  perfeft, 
and  all  men  wife  and  xnrtuous,  there  would  be  difcontented  perfons 
in  every  country.  Under  arbitrary  Governments  the  difcontented 
were  more  numerous,  though  lefs  aftive,  and  confequcntly  appa- 
rent ;  but/  when  the  awful  crifis  came,  then  it  was  found,  that 
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curfes  had  been  uttered,  not  loud  but  deep.    In  17689  1769,  and 
1780,  there  had  been  popular  tumults,  which  the  authority  of  thq 
Civil  Magiftate  could  not  fupprefs ;  but,  fince  the  epoch  of  the 
French'  Revolution,  the  Tource  of  all  our  alarms,  had  there  been  a 
fingle  inftance  of  refinance  to  civil  authority,  except,  indeed,  ^rfaca 
the  zeal  of  loyalty  was  exerted  to  bum  the  houfes  of  diifenters  ? 
Mr.  Fox  aflced,  how  any  man  of  fepfe  or  humanity  could  talk  of 
the  perfons  lately  acquitted,  having  experienced  the  mercy  of  their 
country  ?  Was  it  mercy  to  be  torn  from  their  families,  to  be  im- 
prifoned  for  fix  months,  and  then  turned  out  into  the  world  again, 
their  means  of  fubliftence  perhaps  cut  off?  they  had  experienced  the 
juftice  of  this  country  in  their  acquittal ;  but  to  talk  of  meicy  was  an 
infult.    He  paid  a  handfome  compliment  to  the  charader,  abilities, 
and  public  fervices  of  the  Earl  of  Mansfield,  with  refpedt  to  whom, 
he  underftood  an  appeal  had  beep  inade  to  him.     He  concluded 
with  obferving,  that  the  trial  by  Jury,  and  the  Reprefentation  of 
the  People  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  were  the  comer-ftones  of 
the  Conftitutiont     The  latter,  he  had  long  been  of  opinion;  flood 
in  need  of  fome  reform ;  for  although  it  was  true  that  the  Houfe  was 
capable  of  receiving  an  impreffion  from  the  people,  it  had  been  moft 
calamitoufly  proved  In  the  American  war,  th^t  it  did  not  rcorive 
that  impreflioa  foon  enough ;  and  there  were  cafes,  fuch  as  the  pre- 
fent  war,  ftill  more  calamitous,  in  which  time  was  .every  thing, 
and  delay  might  involve  {ioufe,  J^rds, .  King  and  People  in  one 
common  ruin, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  fuppofing  the  danger  to  cxift, 
the  only  queftions  were,  Whether  the  remedy  propofed  was  appli- 
cable to  the  danger,  and  whether  the  application  of  it  was  likely  to 
produce  evil  confequences  ?  It  was  neidier  a  deviation  from  the  po*- 
Hey  of  our  ancodors,  nor  a  defertioi)  of  the  principles  of  the  Con- 
Aitution  ;  but  a  conftitutional  remedy  often  applied  in  cafes  of  ade- 
quate  danger,  and  fortunately  always  with  the  beft  effed^s.  Was 
fuch  a  confpiriacy  as  had  been  fo  often  and  fo  ably  defcribed,  a  cafe 
to  which  it  was  lefs  applicable  than  any  of  thofe  to  which  it  had 
been  applied  in  former  times  ?  Did  a  cafe,  in  which  c^inions  of  the 
•moft  poifonous  nature  were  circulated,  with  every  d(^grec  of  art, 
through  every  channel,  when  the  moft  extraordinary  exertions  were 
made  to  pUt  in  motion  a  machine,  the  dreadful  efic£b  of  which 
had  been  but  too  fatally  experienced  in  another  country,  lefs  de- 
mand vigorous  and  eifcclive  means  of  prevention  dxan  othciSt 
where,  although  the  danger  was  great,  it  was  not  fo  a&ivc  ?  Pie- 
venting  the  commiflion  of  crimes,  which,  if  not  prevented,  it 
fnlght  be  tqo  late  to  puni(b|  was  the  diftin^ve  ^ara^ier  of  ttK 
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btU.  This,  It  was  faid,  was  like  the  old  policy  of  France,  or 
like  the  new  fyftcm  of  Robcrfpierre ;  but  let  it  be  remembered^ 
Aat  by  this  rrevention  the  Houfe  of  Orange,  in  the  firft  inftance^ 
and  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick,  in  the  (econd,  had  been  maintained 
upon  die  throne.  In  France,  perfons  acquitted  of  imputed  crimes, 
were  imprifoned  as  fufpeded  ;  here,  and  under  the  fufpenfion  of  th? 
Habeas  Coq^us  Afl,  they  were  enlarged.  The  ctrcumibnces  of 
the  time  demanded  that  a  difcretionary  power  (hould  be  given  to 
Miniilers,  and  there  was  no  reafon  to  fear  that  it  weuld  be  abufed, 
any  more  than  it  had  been  upon  former  occafions.  No  man  would 
csLTTf  the  plea  of  autre  fats  acquit,  fo  far  as  to  iay,  that  it  fliould 
operate  as  an  indemnity  for  all  future  offences ;  and  therefore  if  any 
of  the  perfons  lately  acquitted,  (hould  be  found  purfuing  fuch  mea* 
fuics  as  thofe  for  which  they  had  been  tried,  they  would  be  as  liable 
to  be  taken  into  cudody  as  any  other.  A  power  mull  be  given  by 
die  bill  to  commit  on  fomething  lefs  than  legal  proof  of  treafon,  or 
the  bill  itfclf  muft  be  nuptory.  Confpiring  to  levy  war  was,  by 
fevenl  temporary  adts  of  the  Legiflaturc,  a  fubftantivc  treafon ;  and 
in  particular  cafes,  fuch  as  If  the-  conf^iiracy  took  cffeSt,  muft  en- 
danger the  life  of  the  Sovereign,  by  the  ftream  of  authorities  for 
more  than  a  century,  it  was  an  overt-ad  of  treafon.  The  bill  was, 
therefore,  a  meafure  of  found  precaution,  both  for  the  individual^ 
who  might  engage  in  fuch  deligns,  but  above  all  for  the  publip. 
Even  v/hcre  perfons  were  committed  on  legal  proof  of  treafon,  it 
might  take  much  time  to  explore  all  die  connedtions  and  ramifica- 
tions of  the  guilt,  and  confcquently  much  rime  before  the  offender 
could  be  brought  to  trial,  confiftcnt  with  a  due  regard  to  the  public 
fafcty.  The  alledged  difrefpeft  for  the  vcrdid  of  a  jury  proceeded 
on  a  mifconOrudion  of  words.  It  was  no  difrefpcft  to  fay,  that  dif- 
ferent juries  might  draw  different  conclufions  from  the  fame  fa<Ss, 
or  tliat  a  jury  might  have  been  milled  by  an  advocate's  eloquent  and 
powerful  ftatement  of  the  law  of  treafon. 

He  came  next  to  examine  whether  a  confpiracy  of  fuch  magni- 
tude as  to  call  for  the  remedy  propofed,  had  been  proved^  Here 
he  took  notice  of  the  hifton',  views,  and  intentions  of  the  Societies, 
To  this,  he  faid,  no  anfwer  had  been  given ;  but  he  heard  with 
grief  a  right  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Fox)  who  claimed  being 
the  champion  of  the  conftitution,  fay,  that  from  all  this  he  felt  no 
alarm.  He  had  heard  with  the  Icfs  furprife,  becaufc  he  had  ob- 
ierved,  from  feflion  to  fcflion,  and  from  day  to  day,  gendemen  on 
the  other  fide  of  die  Houfe,  with  more  or  lefs  caution,  decrying  the 
danger  to  be  apprehended  from  French  principles.  He  recurred 
Again  to  the  machinations   of  the  difaifcdcd,  which,  he  (kid,  the 
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fpecchcs  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houle  rehdertd  1131 
niore  dangerous,  and  (Vill  more  necefTary  to  be  guarded  againft,  bj 
the  foun»I  part  of  the  Houfe,  and  of  the  countiy.  All  the  hStB 
charged  in  the  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee  had  been  admitted 
by  the  advocate  for  the  accufed,  to  have  b' en  proved  upon  their 
trials.  The  vcrdid^s  of  the  juries  were  not  conclufivc— 
-  Mr.  MAURICE  ROBINSON  called  him  to.order,  infiftmg  Aat 
juries  (hould  in  that  Houfe  be  treated  with  iDore  refpcd ;  but  being 
ca  ^  1  to  or  icr  liimfelf,  for  improper  interruption,  was  under  the 
neccfllty  of  futink,dov;n. 

Mr.  Ch  .ncellor  Pi  r  refiime:!,  and  obfcrvc3,  that  although  the 
hon-urablc  g-^ntleman  hin''''.^f  had  fi>!]gDt,  yet  the^  Houfe  ocxild  not, 
that  th"s  was  not  the  firft  time  he  had  fo  intemperately  nflxndcd.— 
That  honourable  gentleman  was  as  little  acquainted  with  the  duties 
of  juries  as  he  was  with  the  order  of  pnrliamentarjr  proceedings,  if 
he  denied  that  juries  might  have  acquitted  the  prifoziers,  wichoot 
deciding  cither  th^t  they  were  not  confpinuors,  or  that  no  canfjri- 
racy  exifted.  The  quc^ion  r/as  more  likely  to  turn  upon  the  pre- 
cifc  application  of  rhe  letter  of  the  law  to  the  crime  that  was  charged 
upon  them.  To  rcfufe  to  continue  the  fufpcnficn  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  a61,  would  be  to  declare  that  all  the^tdts  proved  upon  Ac 
trials  \Vere  innocent.  It  was  really  furprifmg  to  hear  a  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  declare,,  that  the  Societies  were  the 
lefs  dangerous  for  not  being  men  of  property,  after  the  example  in 
France,  when  thofe  of  no  property  took  the  afcendant  over  thofc  that 
had,  and  reduced  them  to  a  (late  more  deplcirable  tlian  was  for- 
merly the  condition  of  the  meaneft.  1  he  fmallnefs  of  the  number 
of  thofe  Societies,  which  fmallnefs,  however,  he  believed  to  be  only 
comparative,  was  undoubtedly  a  fecurity  to  the  majority,  if  they 
took  the  ncccflary  precautions.  But  if  they  now  by  fupinends  cx- 
pofcd  thcmfelvcfi,  they  would  alfo  cxpofe  the  bulk  of  the  people  to 
be  worked  upon  by  thefc  engines  of  inceffant  aftivit}',  m  i.ich  em- 
ployed all  the  arts  even  of  war  in  evciy  fpccies  of  deception.  The 
Latin  quotation  made  by  Mr.  Lambton,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
debate,  might  be  reduced  to  two  queftions,  "  ^iius  nuxUiii  ?  Ei 
^vmdo  f^  Their  auxiliaries  were  the  champion  writers  of  the  Rigjus 
of  Man,  the  Jacobins,  and  tlic  French  Convention.  Their  time 
was  that  which  was  to  be  the  fignal  for  the  affembliug  their  Secret 
Committee,  when  the  French  fleet  was  affea,  arxl  when  they  had 
hopes  of  an  invafion.  He  then  concluded  with  an  eloquent  dcfcrip- 
tion  of  the  relative  duties  of  the  Parliament  and  the  People.  The 
Parliament,  wbilft  be  explained  to  them  the  extent  of  their  danger, 
would  flicw  their  fortitude  and  Jfirmncfs  in  rcdlhincc,  and  the  Po^k 
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Ipould  Aipport  diem  with  oonfidencc  and  loyalty.  Thin,  hy  their 
united  efibrts^  they  would  both  be  happily  refcued  from  all  the 
daiigera  that  aifailed  them.     * 

Mr.  MAURICE  ROBINSON  faid,  that  notwithftanding  Ae 
high  tone  in  which  he  had  been  rebuked,  he  muft  Aill  maintain, 
chat  a  confpiracy,  upon  which  the  legal  inqueft  of  the  country  had 
pafied»  and  found  not  proved,  ought  not  to  be  faid  to  be  pro\xd«      ^ 

Mr.  FOX  fpoke  in  explanation  to  two  or  three  points.  The 
lig^t  honourable  gentleman  had  talked  of  his  decrying  the  dangifr 
from  French  principles,  as  if  meaning  to  comry  that  he  approved 
of  thofe  principles.  No  ;  fo  far  was  this  bixn  being  true,  that  he 
oonfidered  what  the  peopk  of  Enj^nd  had  had  an  opportunity  of  fee- 
ii^,  the  pernicious  efFeSs  of  thofe  principles^  as  the  bed  fecurity 
that  diey  would  not  adopt  them. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  entered  into  a  juftificadon  of  the  terms  inr 
which  he  had  (poken  of  the  prifoners  who  had  been  tried,  and  com- 
plained that  they  were  l^ill  ufed  as  watch-words  againA  him.         v 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  he  (hould  not,  at  that  late  "hour,  attempt 
to  enter  into  the  various  topics'which  had  been  fo  much  dwelt  upt^n 
by  the  honourable  gentlemen  on  die  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  in  fup- 
pwt  of  the  queftion  which  was  the  fubjeft  of  debate ;  the  more  efpe- 
tially  as  nothing  had  been  advanced  by  any  of  them  that  carried 
(iffioient  weight  with  it  to  call  for  a  fcrious  reply.  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  oppofite  him  (Mr.  Pitt)  had,  indeed,*  entered 
v«»y  largely  into  the  fubjcft,  but  it  derived  no  elucidation  from  any 
tiling  that  he  had  faid,  which  was  nothing  more  than  what  had  been 
adduced  by  a  learned  Serjeant  (Adair)  who  had  uken  an  early  part 
in  the  debate,  and  whofe  arguments  had  been  fo  fully  and  completely 
anfwered  by  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox) ;  it  happened  on 
that  as  on  mod  other  occaiions,  however,  that  declamation  had  been 
made  to  fcrve  the  place  of  argument ;  but  he  trufted  he  had  not  much 
lo  apprehend  from  the  eSe&,  which  his  eloquence  had  produced  on 
the  Houiie.  The  gentlemen  with  whom  he  had  the  honour  to  a<ft, 
had  been  frequently  upbraided,  in  the  courfe  of  that  night,  with 
havii^  exulted  at  the  acquittJ  of  the  peribns  who  had  been  appre- 
hended and  tried  under  the  fufpenlion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  a»5t ;  and 
a  fioularity  had  been  drawn  by  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Wind- 
ham) between  that  exultation  and  what  might  be  expcdlcd  at  the 
acquittal  of  a  felon  by  his  accomplices.  He  certainly  never  ex- 
pcded  t6  have  heard  fuch  an  infinuation  from  any  Member  of  tliat 
Houfe,  and  much  lefs  did  he  hope  to  find  the  verdifl  of  an  Englifh 
jury  treated  fo  lightly  and  difrcfpeafuUy.  Let  us  examine  (faid 
JVIr.  Grsy]  how  the  queftion  (lands.     Certain  perfops  had  been  ac- 
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cufcd  of  a  trcaftnablc  confpiracy,  and  the  grounds  of  diaigc  againft 
them  were  the  publication  of  certain  papers ;  on  thcfe  a  jury  of  their 
countrymen  had  formed  a  decifion,  by  which  the  perfons  accufed 
trerc  pronounced  innocent^  and  the  charge  unfounded. — What  were 
we  then  to  think  of  the  cenfarc  and  calumnies  which  were  continued 
to  be  poured  forth  againft'the  exercife  of  the  invaluable  trial  by  jury^ 
which  was  the  greateft  blelling  enunacing  from  the  Britiih  Confti-* 
tuHon,  and  the  moft  facred  birth^right  of  the  people  of  this  country  7 
Would  it  be  &id,  that  it  had  not  been  (airly  cxercifed,  becaufe  it 
had  brought  to  b'ght  the  unfounded  alarms  with  which  Minifters  en- 
deavoured to  affright  the  nation,  for  the  purpofe  of  anfwering  tfacir 
own  views.-- *It  had  been  argued,  that  there  were  precedents  to 
warrant  a  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus,  and  that,  as  no  evil 
confequence  had  arifcn  to  the  liberty  of  the  fubje£t  on  thofe  occaiions, 
there  was  no  appreheniion  to  be  entertained  that  the  powers  entrufted 
to  Minifters  by  the.prefent  bill  would  be  attended  with  more  incon- 
venience now  than  on  the  occaiions  alluded  to.  To  this  he  would 
anfwer,  that  a  fufpenfion  of  the  aft  in  queflion  had  never  taken 
place  (HI  fuch  trivial  grounds  as  had  charaderifed  the  paflfing  of  this 
bill  in  the  lad  feffion  of  Parliament ;  and  he  defied  all  the  ii^enuity 
of  thofe  who  fupported  the  prefent  queftion  to  adduce  from  precedent 
any  fingle  inftance  in  which  a  renewal  of  the  fufpenfion  was  fufieied 
to  take  place,  after  the  acquittal  of  the  perfons  apprehended  under 
its  fanSion.  To  favour  the  mcafure,  the  watch-word  •*  Jacobin- 
ifm  "  was  conftantly  brought  forward,  and  the  e3cample  of  France 
held  up  to  the  view  of  the  Public,  which  could  have  no  poflible  re- 
lation to  the  condition  of  this  country,  or  the  temper  of  its  inhabi- 
tants. The  former  defpotifm  of  France  cfFedied  its  own  overtfuoWy 
from  the  intolerable, abufes  which  had  crept  into  it,  and  whidi  it 
was  itfelf  unable  to  corred ;  -but  the  Conftitution  of  this  country, 
which  he  loved  and  revered  beyond  any  other  on  earth,  and  which 
he  hoped  would  contiiiue  to  the  end  of  time,  provided  the  means  of 
reforming  its  errors,  and  confcqucntly  of  perpctuatir^  its  bleflings^^ 
-^The  FrcncJi  revolution  had  been  termed  a  rebellion,  obtained  by 
outrage,  and  charadlerifcd  by  infult  *  this,  however,  was  not  the 
fadt ;  he  would  infiil  that  rebellion  had  never  been  accomplifhed  by 
infult  on  the  part  of  the  people,  but  provoked  by  the  oppieflion  of 
rulers ;  and  in  this  he  was  happy  to  be  fupported  by  the  alTcrtion  of  a 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Burke)  not  then  a  Member  of  diat 
Houfe,  and  others  who  had  a<5ted  with  him  in  his  oppofitioa  to  tiie 
American  war.  If  any  difcontent  has  been  raifed  in  the  countty, 
it  could  iiot  be  by  Painc's  and  Barlow's  books,  without  a  previous 
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caufc ;  but  the  difcontent  muft  have  been  excited  by  the  Govem- 
ment. 

"  For  lore  of  grace, 

•*  Lay  not  that  flattering  un£tion  to  your  foul, 
**  That  not  your  trefpafs,  but  my  madncfsy  fpealcs; 
*'  It  will  but  ikio  and  film  the  ulcerous  place  j 
"  While  rank  corruption,  mining  all  within, 
««  Infcdts  unfcen." 

Let  us,  faid  Mr.  Grey,  review  the  difcontent  of  France  at  the 
time  of  the  revolution.     That  could  not  be  faid  to  proceed  from 
want  o'f  power  or  imprifonment.    There  was  an  abfolute  Monarchy 
and  a  baftile.    Let  us  review  the  condudt  and  motives  of  the  Dutch. 
They  have  been  accufed  of  fupinenefs.    They  were  not  fupine  under 
the  oppreflive  tyranny  of  Philip  the  Second ;  nor  would  they. have 
been  fupine  now,  if  they  had  not  wanted  caufe  for  exertion..    The 
fad  was,  they  were  weary  of  their  Government,  and  no  longer 
thought  it  worth  defending.     It  was  indifferent  to  them  whether 
they  received  a  foreign  power,  or  were  fubjcdlcd  by  a  domeflic  one, 
they  had  nothing  worth  protefiing  or  fighting  for,  and  found  an  in- 
tereft  in  ridding  themfelves  of  a  Government  which  had,  in  a  great 
meafure,  become  intolerable,  and  deprived  them  of  thofe  privileges 
which  they  once  pofleflcd,  and  which  it  was  their  pride  to  maintain. 
Here  was  an  example  well  worth  the  contemplation  of  all  the  Go- 
vernments of  Europe,  which  (hould  teach  them  how  dangerous  it 
was  to  trifle  with  the  moft  facred  rights  of  the  people,  fo  as  to  give 
them  an  inrereft  in  the  overthrow  of  their  opprcflive  rulers,  and  pro- 
voke rebellion  in  the  brcafts  of  the  multitude.    I  am  much  furprifed, 
continued  Mr.  Grey,  that  watch-words  (hould  be  complained  of, 
when  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  availed  himfclf  of  thofc 
worn-out  watch-words,  "  French  principles"  and  **  Jacobinifm,'*  to 
fupport  his  defperate  and  corrupt  meafures.  I  acknowledge,  faid  he, 
tliat  they  may  excite  the  idea  of  danger  when  alarn^  ought  to  be  di-f 
minifhed,  but  I  hope  the  period  is  ndt  far  diftant  when  the  Confti- 
tution  will  be  rcftored  to  that  ancient  and  beautiful  form  from  which 

m 

the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  fcduced  it.  He  faid,  he  (hould 
give  his  negative  to  the  motion,  becaufe  he  approved  of  that  oM 
exploded  dodrine,  that  "  the  Habeas  Corpus  ait  ought  never  to  be 
fufpended  except  in  cafes  of  aftual  or  very  imminent  danger."  One 
remark  appeared  yet  neccffary  upon  the  plea  of  refponubility  which 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  brought  forward  when  he  called  upon 
the  Houfe  to  repofe  its  confidence  in  the  meafures  of  Adniiniftrz^ion, 
When  Minifters  claim  the  confidence  of  the  Houfe  upon  light  and 
trivial  occafions,  Mr.  Grey  a(rerted  they  were  qitided  to  no  confi- 
VoL.  XL.  Q  q 
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dencc  ;  and  he  afferted  this,  becaufe  tlierc  had  not  appeared  to  him 
one  clear,  dejDonftrative  and  fufficient  argument  to  juftify  th«  dif- 
pofal  of  fo  much  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Government. 

Colonel  ROLLE  recommended  the  divifion  upon  a  renewal  of 
an  aft  for  tlic'fufpcnfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  act  at  a  former  period 
(we  believe  in  the  year  1754)  to  be  read,  when  the  Ayes  were  7  1 , 
and  the  Noes  13.  He  did  this,  ha  faid,  that  the  people  might 
know  what  the  opinions  of  diat  Houfe  formerly  were  upon  a  limilar 
occaGon. 

The  queftion  being  now  loudly  called  for  from  every  quarter  of 
the  Houfe,  a  divifion  took  place. 

For  the  motion  230  ;  Againft  it  53.     Majorit)^  177. 

On  the  numbers  being  declared,  the  Attorney  General  moved, 
that  the  bill  be  committed  on  the  morrowi  On  which  a  convcrla- 
tion  took  place  aerofs  the  table. 

Mr.  ERSKINE,  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr.  Sheridan  hoped  the  learned 
gentleman  would  not  pcrfift  in  his  intention  of  hurrying  fo  momen- 
tous a  fubjedl  through  the  Houfe,  efpecially  as  the  late  hour  to  which 
they  had  then  fat  would  render  it  highly  inconvenient  to  many  gen- 
tlemen to  attend  to  tlie  queftion  with  the  minute  confideration  which 
it  required. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  he  was  anxious  to  have 
the  bill  committed  as  foon  as  poffiblc,  othcrwifc  there  would  not  be 
fufficient  time  'to  pafs  it  into  a  law  before  the  day  on  which  the  pre- 
fent  eipired,  which  would  be  attended  with  the^rcat  inconvcnicnc« 
of  being  obliged  to  commence  the  bufinefs  de  fiovo. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  obferved  that  he  thought  there  could  be  no  ob- 
jeflion  to  deferring  the  committal  till  Monday,  if  the  gentleman  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  (Mr.  Grey)  whofc  motion  rcfpecling  the 
war  ftood  for  that  day,  would  agree  to  change  Monday  to  Tuefday. 

}Ar.  GREY  having  expreflfed  his  unwillirignefs  to  defer  his  mo- 
tion any  longer  than  Mondav, 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  would  not  confent  to  let  thk 
committal  ftand  over  till  Tuefday,  and  moved,  "  That  the  bill  be 
now  committed.*'     On  whicli 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  FOX  hoped  there  was  a  reciprocal  inclination  on  both  fides 
to  accommodate  the  matter,  and  expreffed  a  wi(h  that  the  farther 
confideration  of  the  bill  might  ftand  over  to  Tuefday,  from  which 
day,  he  was  fure,  there  would  be  abundance  of  time  to  pafs  it  into 
a  law,  previous  to  the  expiration  of  the  exifting  aft. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT,  after  fome  converfation,  agreed  to  Aff. 
Fox's  dofirc ;  but  truftcd  that,  as  he  had  conceded  tliuji  much,  j;<Hr 
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tlemen  would  not  bcfurprtfed  if  he  Ihould  move  for  the  third  reading 
of  the  bill  on  Tucfday  night,  after  its  committal. 

Mr.  SHERI  DANaffured  thcrighthonourablegcntlcmanheOiould 
oot  be  furprlled  at  any  propofition  that  might  come  fron)  him  ;  and 
after  the  unreafonable  motion  that  had  been  made  to  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee at  that  late  hour  of  the  morning,  he  (hould  not  wonder  if  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  perfifted  in  the  intention  he 
had  then  given  notice  of. 

The  Attorney  General  and  Mr.  Sheridan  agreed  to  withdraw 
their  rcfpeSive  motions. 

MINORITY  on  the  Motion  made  to  read  a  fecond  Time  the 
Bill  for  £arther  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft. 


Antonic,  Lee 
Anfon,  Thomas 
Aubrey,  Sir  John 
Bouverief  Hon.  Edward 
Burch,  J.  R. 
Byn^,  George 
Cavendifb,  Lord  G.  H. 
Church,  J,  B. 
Coke,  T.  W. 
Coke,  Edward 
Colhoun,  William 
Courtcmiy,  John 
Crewe,  John 
Curvven,  Chriftian 
Erfkinc,  Hon.  Thomas 
Edwards,  G.  N. 
Featherflone,  Sir  Hciiry 
Fitzpacrick,  General 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Foley,  Hon.  Edward 
Fox,  Right  Hon.  C.  J. 
Francis,  Philip 
Hare,  James 
Harrifon,  John 
Harcourt,  John 
Howard,  Henry 
Jckyl,  Jofeph 


Jervoifc,  C.  Jervoife 
St.  John,  Hon.  St.  Andrew 
LambtoD,  William  Henry 
Lemon,   Sh:  William 
Maitland,  Hon.  Thomas 
M*Lcod,  General  N. 
North,  Dudley 
Picrfc,  Henry 
Plumcr,  W^illiam 
Powlctt,  W.  Powlett 
Rawdon,  Hon.  John 
Robinfon,  Maurice 
RuflTcl,.  Lord  William 
Spencer,  Lord  Robert 
Stewart,  Shaw 
Smith,  WiHiam 
Sturt,  Charles 
Tarleton,  General 
Thorold,  Sir  John 
Thompfon,  Thomas 
Townfhcnd,  Lord  John 
Walwyn,  Jam^s 
Wharton,  John 
Whitbrcad,  Samuel,  jun« 
Whitmorc,  Thomas 
Wynne,  R.  W. 


Grey,  Charles 


Tellers. 

Sheridan,  R.  B, 
Total  55. 


Monday y   26 fh  yanuary. 

Mr.  BALDWIN  took  the  oat  is  and  his  feat  for  the  Borough  d[ 
Malton,  in  the  County  of  York. 

Mr.  Aldermao  ANDERSON  prefentcd  a  petition  from  the  Loti 
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lyiayor,  Aldcrmtn  and  Livery  of  the  City  of  Lonflon,  in  Common* 
Hall  alfembled^  of  which  the  following  is  the  fiibfiance : 

**  That  your  Petitioners  deplore  thfc  evil  confcqaf  nces  of  war  in  ^- 
neral ;  but  more  pHrticularly  the  calamitous  cff^f^s  of  the  prefent  war  on 
the  trade,  manufadtures  ana  commerce  of  the  Britifh  £mpire» 

"  Your  Petitioners  conceive  that  none  of  the  ends  propoied  by  the 
prefent  war,  either  have  been,  or  are  likely  to  be  obtained,  althoagh  it 
has  been  carried  on  at  an  unprecedented  expence  to  this  country,  and  has 
already  produced  an  alarming  increafe  of  the  national  debt,  augmented 
by  fuofidies  to  .allies,  who  have  not.  fulfilled  their  folemn  engagements, 
or  rendered  adequate  fervice  for  large  fums  a<^aally  received  by  them. 

"  Yonr  Petitioners,  from  their  prefent  view  of  public  raeafurcs,  pre- 
fume  humbly,  but  firmly,  to  cxprefs  to  this  honourable  Houfc,  their 
d«c*iled  convi^iun,  that  the  principle  upon  which  the  war  appears  now 
to  be  carried  on,  neither  is  nor  can  be  ellentiul  to  the  profpcrity,  the  li- 


berty, or  the  giory  ot"  the  Britifli  Empire. 
**  Your  Petitioners! 


therefore  humbly  pray,  that  this  honourable  Houfc, 
difclaiming  all  right  of  interfering  iu  the  internal  concerns  of  France, 
will  be  pleafed  to  take  fuch  meafures,  as  they  in  their  wifdnm  lli:iU  think 
proper  for  the  purpofe  of  promoting  a  fpeedy  peace,  between  Great  Britain 
And  the  power  wiih  whom  we  are  at  war.*' 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved.  That  the  Chaplain  d6  preach 
before  this  Hpufc  at  St.  Margaret's  Church,  on  Friday,  the  30th 
of  January.     Ordered. 

General  SMITH  wifhed  to  know  what  meafures  \iicrc  taken 
widi  refpeft  to  officers  in  India ;  this  was  a  qucftion  which  he  had 
put  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  laft  year,  who 
had  then  promifed  that  fomething  (hould  be  done ;  as  he  did  not 
know  whether  any  meafure  had  been  taken,  he  was  under  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  renewing  his  queftioh ;  he  hoped  thefe  officers  would  not 
be  fuifered  to  lahgiiifli  frohn  year  to  year  without  fome  fteps  being 
taken  to  relieve  them. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  he  was  difpofed  to  give  the  quef- 
tion  of  the  honourable  General  the  mod  explicit  anfwer  which  he 
was  able  to  give ;  and  he  hoped  the  honourable  General  had  heard 
cut  of  doors  enough  to  (hew  him,  that  he  (Mr.  Dundas)  had  not  been 
inadllve  upon  this  fubjcft.  Lord  Comwallis  had  been  referred  to 
upon  tl)is  matter  ;  and  he  had  confidered  the  whole,  and  had  made 
his  report  upon  it,  in  which  there  were  mnny  fuggeftions,  which,  he 
had  no  doubt,  would  he  very  ufefiil.  He  had  His  "Majefty's  com- 
mirid  to  lay  that  Report  before  the  Court  of  Diredors ;  beiidcs  this, 
be  had  had  private  communications  mth  feveral  officers.— -It  was 
a  qucftidn  of  very  great  magnitude,  and  on  which,  he  feared,^  there 
would  be  much  difference  of  opinion :  Lord  Comwallis  and  die 
*Coiirt  of  Diiredtors  bad  already  di&red  in  fome.refpeds  \  and  tbe 
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officers  did  not  entirely  agree  with  cither.  He  cu^t  not  to  fay 
much  of  himfclf ;  but  he  would  affert,  that  he  had  not  been  guilty 
of  any  delay  ;  he  had  been  conlidcring  information,  which  he  re- 
ceived no  longer  ago  than  In  ft  Saturday:— it  was  an  arduous  taflct 
and  he  would  go  thorough  his  duty  in  it  as  well  as  he  was  able.  He 
truftcd,  that  fomcthing  might  be  done,  even  in  the  prefent  year,  fo 
that  rhe  officers  in  India  might  have  fome  information,  on  the  ar- 
rival there  of  the  next  fleet. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  agreed  with  the  Secretary  of  State  that  this  was 
a  very  important  qucftion,  but  he  was  forry  to  hear  that  there  was 
fo  much  difference  of  opinion  ;  it  was  unfortunate  that  fuch  (hould 
be  the  cafe  after  fo  much  confidcration  had  been  given  to  the  fubje^ 
He  hoped  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  lay  the  Repent 
he  alluded  to  before  the  Hoiifc. 

General  SMITH  then  moved,  that  an  hamble  Addrcfs  be  pre- 
fent f^d  to  His  Majefty,  pnying  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  ^ve  uirettions,  that  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe  the  petitions 
of  the  officer?  belonging  to  the  Eaft- India  Company's  fervige- 

Mt.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  he  had  no  objection  to  this  mo- 
tion, but  he  doubted  extremely  as  to  how  far  that  would  bring  about 
the  object  which  he  believed  the  honourable  gentleman  to  have  ia 
view. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  fufgeftcd  that  it  might  be  proper  to  lay  before 
ehc  Houfe,  a  copy  of  the  Report  to  which  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tlemah  alluded. 

Mr.  Sccretiry  DUNDAS  faid,  he  apprehended  it  to  be  quite 
tmnfual  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  an  inftrument  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faw  nothing  extraordin  m'  in  calling  for  the  pro-' 
duclton  of  fuch  an  inftrument ;  however,  as  it  was  objected  to,  it 
was  a  thing  which  he  (hould  not  prcfs. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  obfervcd  that  an  order  had  1>een  made  for 
producir^  a  copy  of  a  commiflion,  under  which  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot 
acljd  as  Vice-roy  of  Corfica.  He  did  not  obfcrve  that  fuch  order 
had  been  yet  complied  \irith. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid  he  held  in  his  hand  the  vciy  pa- 
per which  the  honourable  gentleman  alluded  to,  and,  with  his  per* 
mtfliion,  it  (hould  now  belaid  upon  the  table ;  which  being  read,  it 
appeared  to  contain  a  memorandum,  that  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  had 
no  falary,  as  yet  given  to  him,  as  Vice-roy  of  Corfica. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  an  opportunity  might  occur  for 
having  a  complete  examination  of  this  matter.  He  obferved,  that 
Iherc  was  a  memoiandum  that  hitherto  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  had  had 
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no  falary  as  Vicc-roy  of  Corfica.  That  there  was  to  be  a  falary, 
Jind  that  too  to  be  paid  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  people  of  this 
eountry,  he  took  for  granted.  That,  however,  was  a  fubje<:^ 
whidi  might  be  difcuffcd  hereafter. 

Mr.  GREY  rofe  in  confequence  of  a  not^icc  which  he  had  given 
of  the  motion  which  he  intended  to  make  ;  a  motion  which  was  un- 
ufual  in  point  of  form,  and  unufual  as  to  the  mode  of  brir^ng  it 
forward.    He  had  to  bring  before  the  Houfe  a  queftion  in  its  nature 
and  in  its  confcquences  one  of  the  moft  important  on  which  that 
Hoiife  ever  exercifed  its  deliberation  or  its  power.     It  was  not  like 
tuxny  other  f jbjedts,  which  were  frequently,  perhaps  too  often,  agi- 
tated in  that  Hoiife.      It  was  not  merely  a  difpute  between  two  op- 
jwfite  fides  who  fhould  h^ve  the  conduft  and  the  direction  of  public 
affairs — not  a  queftion  on  any  fuch  narrow  grounds  or  principles-— 
it  was  not  a  qucftion  whether  this  or  that  denomination  of  men  Hiould 
hold  or  contend  for  a  transfer  of  the  power  of  Adnfjiniftration — not 
whether  it  fhould  continue  in  one  fet  of  men,  or  (hould  go  into  other 
hands  —no,  it  was  a  queftion  of  much  greater  importance ;  it  was  to 
be  decided  on    the  broad   ground  of  national  intercd,  as  it  af- 
fcftcd  the  happincfs,  the  fafcty,    nay,  poffibly  the  very  exiilenoc, 
of  this   a)untry.       If,    fuid    Mr.   Grey,    in  tlie  courfc   of  de- 
bates, fince  the  period   in  whick  this  calamitous   war  commen- 
ced ;    if  any  thing  of  animofity    had  occurred ;    If  paflfion  had 
milled  fome  pcrfons  to  intereft  themfclves  in  behalf  of  this  war,  and 
had  led  them  to  dcfire  to  cariy  it  on  ;  if  individuals  had  been  miflcd 
into  it  by  falfe  alarins,  the  cafe  was  now  entirely  changed  ;  it  was 
now  a  matter  of  real  alarm  to  every  man  who  had  good  wifties  for 
the  welfare  of  this  country.      If  that  Houfe  was  what  it  profeiTcd  to 
be — the  real  Guardian  of  the  Public  Safety  ;  if  it  intended  to  a<5l  in 
its  true  charadkr,  it  would  then  look  with  great  attention  upon  tfiis 
fubjciH: ;  if  they  would  a6t  with  the  feeling  and  the  temper  of  pxxi 
men,  th^y  would  refledt  on  the  importance  of  the  fubjc^,  and  re- 
member that  not  only  the  money,  but  alfo  the  lives  of  thoufan  Is 
awaited  the  decifion  of  this  night.     After  two  years  war,  marked 
with  a  mixture  of  brilliant  fucceffes  and  melancholy  difaftcrs,  both 
of  which  had  (Contributed  to  drain  tli's  country  of  its  blood  and  of 
its  D'cafure,  we  were  not  one  point  nearer  to  the  objeft  for  which  it 
was  faid  to  be  undertaken,  than  at  the  moment  of  its  commence- 
ment,    A  melancholy  rcflcdVion  this ;  t^ill  more  fo  when  the  lives 
of  perhaps  50,000  of  our  countrymen  had  been  facriBced,  and  when 
yrc  had  fo  enormoufly  increafcd  our  debt ;  a  debt  which  had  contri- 
buted fo  much,  and  which  will  contribute  much  more  to  damp  the 
ardour,  cramp  tlie  genius,  and  check  the  induftry  pf  all  ranks  an4 
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dcfcriptions  of  people  in  this  country  ;  mclanclioly  indeed  was  tlus. 
refied^ion,  for  if  the  war  were  to  terminate  to-day  we  flwU  have  added 
to  our  national  debt  perhaps  fcventy  millions  of  money.  The  right 
h'jnourablc  gentleman  feemed  not  to  affent  to  this.  He  believed  it 
was  not  an  exaggerated  account,  but  in  order  to  avoid  difputcs  upon 
tlic  fum,  he  would  ftatc  it  at  fifty  millions  ;  that  he  knew  was  be- 
low the  mark,  but  he  was  content  to  take  it  fo.  Surely  then  it  be- 
came the  Houfe  to  deliberate  again  and  again  before  they  added  to  a 
burden  already  fo  enormous ;  it  became  them  to  paufc  lx*fore.thcy 
would  proceed  one  ftep  fanhcr,  where  the  iflue  was  in  itfclf  fo  ha- 
zardous, and  the  lofs  fo  large  and  certain.  The  prcpofition  which 
he  had  to  bring  forward  now,  was  fuch  as  every  Member  in  the 
Houfe  had  had  an  opportunity  of  confidcring,  for  when  he  gave  hi* 
notice  he  not  only  explained  the  nature  of  the  fubjcft,  but  gave  to 
the  Houfe  the  very  terms  of  his  motion  ;  and  he  added  at  that  time, 
in  order  that  no  ambiguity  (hould  be  found  in  any  branch  of  the  fub- 
je<a,  the  fubftance  of  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  Minifter's  avowed 
opinion  ^s  to  a  forip  of  Government  in  France,  with  which  this 
country  might  fafely  and  honourably  treat.  He  fhould  now  rc-ftatc, 
as  well  as  he  was  able,  the  words  of  that  right  honourable  gentle- 
man. He  faid,  upon  the  Government  with  which  we  (hould  treat, 
the  bcft  terms  of  fccurit}',  he  believed  he  added,  the  moft  faiisfaclory, 
to  him  were  t%  be  obtained  from  a  Monarchy  on  fomething  like  the 
bafis  of  the  old  Government  of  France ;  that  he  conceived  it  would 
be  pcfllblc  for  tliis  country  to  treat  whh  a  Republic,  but  that  with 
the  prefent  Government  of  France  we  could  not  treat,  nor  (hould 
we  treat,  for  we  were  not  yet  fo  reduced  for  want  of  refourccs  as  to 
make  it  necc(rary  for  us  to  treat  with  them,  and  there  was  nothing 
in  the  afpedl  of  their  refourccs  wliich  made  them  formidable  to  us. 
In  fac>,  nothing  fliort  of  the  utter  ruin  of  this  country  would  induce 
die  Minifter  to  treat  for  peace.  This,  he  undcrftood,  to  be  the 
meaning,  and  this  he  feared  might  be  the  efFed  of  the  riglit  honour- 
able gentleman's  fentiments  upon  that  fubjcd,  if  that  Houfe  (hould 
be  pleafed  to  follpw  them.  And  thcfe  fentiments  were  indeed  alarm- 
ing, when  it  was  rcflcfled  that  they  came  from  a  man  who  ha(}  the 
direction  of  public  affairs,  and  on  whofe  opinion,  (hould  the  Houfe 
fupport  it,  the  dreadful  iflfue  of  this  war  depended.  Tiiis  opinion, 
however,  had  not  yet  been  countenanced  by  the  Iloufc  of  Common. 
He  hoped  it  never  would,  and  he  had  now  endeavoured  to  bring  a 
quel^ion  forward  which  (hould,  as  fairly  as  poiTible,  put  that  p(>int 
in  iffue.  He  hoped  it  was  an  opinion  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man himfelf  would  now  abandon ;  and  he  trulted  it  was  fuch  as,  if 
Ihc  Minifter  (hould  ever  pcrfift  in,  the  Houfe  would  never  countc- 
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nance*  When  he  gave  his  notice  of  the  motion  with  whkh  he 
ihould  conclude,  he  aflced  the  Miniftcr  if  the  wording  of  die  motion 
was  fair  and  fatisfaclory  to  him ;  he  added,  that  if  any  other  terms 
wer^  ncccffary,  he  had.no  objc<Sion  to  their  being  inierted.  The 
light  honourable  gentleman  tfiought  the  motion  pcrfeaiy  fair,  and 
expreffed  himfdf  fatisfied  with  them.  The  point,  therefore,  was 
fb  far  fimple  and  intelligible,  and  no  man  by  agreeing  to  his  nrx)dQn, 
would  acknowledge  any  thing  which  that  Houfe  had  denied ;  the 
.  point  to  be  difcufled  here  was  fo  clear,  fo  Gmple  and  intelligible, 
that  theMinider  having  agreed  to  put  it  upon  that  ifTue,  fiood  now 
direfily  pledged  to  come  to  a  dire<Sl  vote  upon  the  que(Hon.  This 
was  an  occafibn  in  which  the  feelings  of  the  Houfe  vxre  mcfi 
warmly  engaged,  and  he  would  venture  to  fay,  that  if  they  felt  col- 
ledively  as  a  body,  what  he  was  fure  they  felt  individually  9s  men, 
all  referve  would  be  (et  a(ide,  allanimoiity  avoided,  all  artifice  would 
be  abandoned,  all  mift  which  fometimes  obfcured  political  points 
would  be  difpelled,  the  Houfe  would  not  (hun  the  quedion,  but 
would  come  forward  honeiUy  at  once,  and  give  their  real  opinion. 
This  it  was  their  duty  to  do,  for  they  (hould  remember,  they  were 
to  decide  on  the  lives  of  a  multitude  of  their  countrymen.  He  would 
again  fay,  it  was  abfolutely  ncccffary,  that  the  Houfe  of  Ccmmons 
ihould  deal  fairly  and  frankly  with  the  people  of  this  country,  for 
without  franknefs  and  fair  dealing  with  the  people,  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  would  neither  have,  nor  deferve  to  haVe,  any  refpcd  from 
the  people ;  the  more  efpecially  fo  when  they  were  voting  away  the 
money,  and  facri  Being  the  lives  of  their  conftituents.  It  was  a 
qucftion,  on  the  iffue  of  which  even  the  people  of  France  had  a  right 
to  expedl  the  Houfe  to  come  to  a  deciiion ;  they  had  a  right  to  cx- 
peft  it  from  the  juftice  and  the  candour  of  the  British  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, for  the  people  of  France  ought  to  know  againft  what  it  is  that 
they  arc  fighting — they  ought  to  know  whether,  in  the  opinion  of 
that  Houfe,  they  had  a  right,  which  he  would  contend,  as  a  general 
principle,  every  nation  under  Heaven  had,  the  right  of  determining 
what  form  of  Government  they  (hall  have.  There  was  another 
reafon  why  the  quedion  which  he  (hould  propofe  to-night  (hould  be 
met  by  an  explicit  vote— it  was  ncccffary  on  account  of  the  (ituation 
of  .the  Minider  himfelf ;  it  was  as  important  to  him  that  he  (hould 
not  be  deceived,  as  it  was  important  to  the  country  that  he  (hould 
not  deceive  the  Houfe.  It  was  ncccffary,  that  he  (hould  know 
whether  the  Houfe  was  willing  to  go  on  ^ith  ^i'Mlum  ad  iniemeasmm^ 
as  he  had  on  former  occafions  dated  this  war  to  be ;  and  by  his  oon- 
dudl  fince  the  commencement  of  it,  he  had  incurred  a  fevcTCitfpon- 
iibility,  and  which  was  every  hour  increafmg.    It  was  neceffary  the 
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Houfc  (hould  urtderftand  the  Mirtlfter,  and  that  the  MInifter  fliould 
underibnd  the  Houfe ;  that  he  (hould  know  clearly  and  explicitly 
what  fort  of  fupport  the  Hotifc  intended  to  give  him  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  ^var. — ^His  propofition  was  framed  with  a  view  td 
all  thcfe  points  ;  it  was  plain,  fimplc,  and  intelligible.     It  did  not 
go  to  the  full  extent  of  his  own  opinion  upon  the  fubjedt.     The 
tffcA  of  his  motion  Went  not  the  length,  that  we  fhall,  or  even  that 
we  ought  to  ncgociate  now,  but  fimply  to  fay  that  hegociation  at  this 
time  is  not  precluded  by  the  form  of  the  Government  of  France* 
If  he  were  to  aft  up  to  hisoWn  opinion,  he  (hould  make  his  motion 
in  much  broader  terms,  and  fay,  that  under  all  circumftances  as 
they  now  are,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Minifters  of  this  country  to 
proceed  without  delay  to  a  negociation  ;  but  this  his  motion  did  not 
prefcribe,  all  that  his  motion  went  to  effecSt  was  merely  to  piit  this 
country  and   France  In  a  negckriable  (late.     It  would  be  nothing 
more,  if  carried,  than  a  parliamentary  declaration  that  the  form  of 
Government  in  France  w^s  not  a  bar  between  it  and  a  negociatiort 
with  this  country.     It  did  not  proceed  to  tell  Minifters  wha't  he 
thou^t  their  duty,  it  merely  aimed  at  putting  the  affairs  of  the  two 
nations  in  a  negociable  ftatc  ;  or,  in  other  words,  to  render  it  poQi- 
ble  (or  the  French,  if  fo  difpofed,  to  agree  to  negociate  with  us. 
This,  then,  bcirtg  the  queftion,  he  (hould  hope  that  the  pledge 
which  the  Minifter  had  entered  into  for .  meeting  this  fubjeft  fairly, 
would  be  aSed  up  to,  that  the  Houfe  miglit  come  to  a  conclufion 
upon  the  iffue  of  it,  and  that  the  queftion  might  not  be  evaded. 
He  was  told,  upon  former  occafions,  that  the  queftion  between  this 
country  and  France,  was  not  to  be  confidcred  as  a  difputc  between 
nations  in  general,  at  War,  but  was  of  a  particular  nature.      Unfor- 
tunately that  was  true  ;  but  yet  we  fhould  know  the  fpccific  objeft 
of  hoftilitics,  and  then  we  (Viould  confidcr  what  profpeft  there  was  of 
our  future  fuccefs   ftom  attending  to  the  effcdt  of  our  paft  endea- 
vours ;  and  then  follow  the  queftion,  how  far  it  would  be  politic  to 
continue  hoftilities.     But  the  queftion,  unfortunately  for  us,  could 
hardly  be  faid  to  be  now  of  that  nature.     He  was  told,  when  the 
difpute  arofe,  there  were  fevcral  caufes  for  the  commencement  of  the 
war ;  he  was  teld  when  hoftilities  commenced,  and  he  had  heard 
but  little  more  to  inform  him  upon  that  fubjeft  fince,  that  the  falT 
of  the  Government  of  France  wa«  elfential  to   the   fafety  of  our 
own,  for  that  theirs  was  in  dired  hoftility  to  ourSj  and  that  their 
fuccefs  was  incompatibly  with  our  fafety.    He  had  no  doubt  but  that 
he  (hould  be  told  the  fame  thing  now,  and  that  it  might  be  infifted 
upon,  that  therefore  we  cannot  now  negociate.     He  had  no  doubt 
cither^  but  that  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  tell  the  Houfe,  that 
Vol.  XU  K  r 
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%elr  formet  dcddons  were  tantamount  to  diis.     He  did  not  think 

1 

^hat  fuch  could  fairly  be  fold  to  be  the  efFcft  of  any  of  the  decisions 
of  that  Houfe.    If  Tre  could  recur  to  a  fituation  to  which  the  Mini- 
fter  would  be  glad  to  recur,  namely,  the  time  when  we  were  at  peace, 
and  who,  if  he  had  the  opportunity,  would  obferve  a  conduct  di- 
redly  the  reverfc  of  what  he  now  purfued,  we  (hould  find  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  in  exprcfs  terms  thanking  His  Majefty  for  abftaining 
from  all  interference  in  the  affiiirs  of  the  French  nation.     This 
was  In  the  montli  of  December  1792,  long  after  the  King  of  France 
had  been  dcpofed,  and  the  French  had  eftaUilhed  a  Republican  form 
of  Government ;  and  after  alfo  many  of  the  exceiTes  for  which  the 
French  had  been  fo  much  and  fo  dcfervedly  blamed  had  been  per- 
petrated.   Here  Mr.  Grey  read  a  part  of  the  Addrcfs  to  His  MajeOy 
in  anfwer  to  his  fpeech  at  the  meeting  of  Parliament  in  1792.     He 
did  this,  he  faid,  in  order  to  (hew  tliat  the  condud  of  the  French 
was  as  objcdionable  at  that  time  to  our  feelings  as  it  had  been  fince 
or  could  be  now,  and  yet  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  then  of  opi- 
nion that  the  form  of  Government  of  France  was  not  incompatible 
widi  our  fafety.     He  knew  of  nothing  fince  in  which  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  had  given  a  contrary  opinion.     He  had  heard  indeed 
many  arguments  urged  to  fupport  a  contrary  opinion ;  but  he  did 
not  know  of  any  dccifion  of  that  Houfe  by  which  that  o{nnion  had 
been  negatived,  and  therefore  he  did  not  propofe  now  any  thing  in- 
compatible with  what  the  Houfe  had  already  done.     It  was  for  the 
Houfe  to  confider  now  whether  they  would  countenance  to  its  fuQ 
extent,  the  opinion  which  the  Minifter  had  often  expreifed  upon  die 
fubjecV,  and  would  take  from  him  and  impofe  upon  themfelves  the 
great  refponfibility  which  had  hitherto  been  attached  to  Adminiftration 
only.     He  would  afk  the  Houfe  to  refkd  upon  the  fituation  of  the 
prefent  war,  and  on  the  manner  in  which  it  had  commenced.     It 
was  true  thit  the  declaradon  of  the  war  originated  in  France ;  but 
did  that  diftcide  the  queftion  of.  Who  in  reality  commenced  the  con- 
ted?  Did  we  not  rcfufe  all  fatisfadlion  to  France  after  compbdncs 
were  dated  r   Did  we  not  fend  away  one  of  their  Minifters,  and  rci 
fufe  to  receive  another  ?  Was  therefore  the  mere  declaration  of  ^*ar 
the  commencement  of  hofiillties  ?  mofi  indubitably  it  was  not.    He 
therefore  regarded  the  war  on  our  part  as  a  war  of  aggravation,  with- 
out (hewing  to  die  French  how  it  might  liavc  been  avoided,  or  how 
it  now  can  be  difcondnued,  and  by  this  conduct  on  our  part  there 
was  a  complete  bar  to  all  treaty,  to  remove  which  was  the  only  dy- 
je<5  of  his  motion. 

How  far  the  objedl  of  the  war,  on  our  part,  as  explained  by  the 
Minider,  was  attainable,  and  how  far^  under  the  prefent  circum- 
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fbnceS)  it  was  politic  on  our  part  to  purfue  it,  were  points  which 
ought  to  be  confidcred.  If  the  Houfe  was  indeed  of  opinion  that 
the  very  exigence  of  this  country  depended  on  our  being  able  to  force 
the  French  to  abandon  their  prefpnt  form  of  Government ;  however 
diflant  and  vain  the  hope  might  feemto  him,  he  could  have  nothing 
to  ofFer  againft  our  trying  to  accompliih  it ;  for  he  had  no  doubt  that 
the  Houfe  and  the  country  muft  determine  to  make  every  facrifice 
in  their  power  ;  but  he  hoped  that  the  exigence  of  the  Government 
of  France  was  not  incompatible  with,  or  its  deftrudion  neceffary 
to,  the  fafety  of  this  country,  and  he  was  happy  to  fay  he  faw  nothing 
tliat  ought  to  preclude  our  treating  with  them.  In  examining  this 
queftion,  he  fhould  not  find  it  neceflary  to  inquire  into  a  point  which 
had  been  often  infiffed  upon,  namely,  that  one  nation  in  fome  cafes 
has  a  right  to  interfere  with  the  internal  government  of  another. 
As  a  general  propofition,  he  was  ready  to  fay  he  could  not  admit 
the  right  which  one  nation  had  to  interfere  with  the  government  of 
another ;  but  in  certain  particular  cafes,  he  thought  the  propofition 
mig^t  be  admitted ;  he  begged  it  to  be  underAood  that  he  did  not 
fubfcribe  to  the  dodbine  of  interference  with  the  governments  of 
States  to  an  unqualified  extent.  It  was  not,  however,  to  be  denied, 
that,  generally  fpeaking,  a  nation  has  a  right  to  form  its  own  Go- 
vernment, and  that  other  nations  have  no  right  to  interpofe; 
that  was  not  a  queftion  into  which  the  difcuffion  of  this  fubjed 
would  properly  lead,  for  fuppofinz  the  deftrudtion  of  the  prefent  Go- 
vernment of  France  to  be  a  defirable  obje<5l  for  this  country,  it 
became  us,  before  we  (hould  fct  about  it,  to  inquire  into  the 
profpeft  which  we  had  of  fucceeding  in  the  attempt,  and  afk  our- 
fclves  whether  the  probability  of  accompliihing  it  was  equal  to  the 
hazard  of  the  enterprize.  Here  he  muft  confefs  the  view  was  very^ 
unfavourable.  He  did  not  wiih  to  dwell  on  the  circumflances  of 
the  war,  bccaufe  they  were  frefli  in  tlie  recollection  of  every  Mem- 
ber in  the  Houfe,  and  becaufe  they  were,  the  latter  part  of  theip,  fo 
extremely  difaftrous,  that  no  man  of  any  feeling  of  fenfibility  could 
feview  them  without  concern  for  the  f&te  of  this  country  ;  he  feared 
theyaf&rded  but  an  indifferent  fource  of  confolatipn  to  thofe  who  had 
prcxiiAcd  a  favourable  iiTue  to  our  conteft.  He  had  heard  with  afto^ 
nilhment  the  feundation  which  the  Mlnifter  laid  for  our  fuccefs  in 
the  termination  of  the  prefent  war*— the  weaknefs  of  the  French, 
and  the  ftrength  of  Great  Britain,  He  was  aftonifhed,  be  faid,  at 
hearing  this  fort  of  argument ;  hoyrev^r,  that  was  the  ground  on 
which  this  queiUon  (hould  be  coolidered,  the  argument  was  divided  into 
two  branches'-*the  chance  of  a  counter-revolution  in  France,  and 
die  reduced  (late  of  their   finances.     With '  r«gard  to  a  a)unter«^ 
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revolution  to  be  effededby  force  of  arniSy  was  it  neceflary  thatfuch 
a  pofition  fhould  be  ai^gued  ?    Was  it  necedary  to  recapitulate  the 
circumflances  which  made  up  our  daily  experience  upon  thefubje<3? 
It  was  true  that  the  prcfent  Governtnent  of  France  had  committed 
the  moft  horrid  a6ls  of  cruelty ;  but  -w^  it  doubted,  that  with  all 
its  exceffes,  /the  mafs  of  the  people  were  attached  to  that  Govern- 
ment ;  and  if  fo,  was  it  to  be  a  qiieilion  whether  the  moderation 
which  that  Government  had  lately  (h^wn,  would  diminiih  that  at- 
tachment ?  The  truth  was,  and  it  would  beicriminal  to  attempt  to 
conceal  it,  the  people  of  France  dctefted  the  very  idea  of  a  Mo- 
narchy at  this  moment,  and  whatever  might  be  the  defcdh  of  a 
republican  form  of  Government,  a  Republic  they  were  determined 
to  have,  and  it  wj^s  out  of  our  power  to  prevent  it.     A  Republic 
they  would  have,  one  and  indivifible,  whatever  the  Miniftcr  of  this 
country  might  think  or  fay  ;  that  would  be  the  eflabliftied  form  of 
Government  in   France,  at  leaft  by  force  we  fhould  never  be  able 
tp  prevent  it ;  this  opinion  he  had  formed  at  an  early  period  of  our 
conteii,  and  every  event  which  had  happbned  fince,  had  confirmed 
that  opinion.     But  he  was  ready  to  admit,  that  thofe  who  maintain 
a  contrary  opinion,  were  not  inconfiftent  'with  their  premifes  ;  for 
t^ey.  alledged,  that  the  French  revolution  was  brought  about  by  the 
people  having  perufed  Republican  writings.     He,  on  th^  contrary, 
maintained  that  the  French  revolution  was  not  the  refult  of  the 
theoiy  and  fpeculation  of  philofophers,  but   arofe  out  of  the  hardr 
Ihips  and  mifery  which  made  the  French  hate  and  deteft  the  tyranny 
and  c|efpotifm  from  which  they  originated.     It  was  ridiculous  to  fay 
that  any  people  will  revolt  under  a  good  Government,  merely  to  try 
the  cflFcdt  of  theory  and  fpepulation.    No,  no  ;  thofe  who  were  really 
of  this  opinion,  were  unacquainted  with  the  charaScr  of  man.     He 
(hould  like  to  be  (hewn  the  page  in  any  hiftory  in  this  world,  where 
the  mafs  of  any  people  had  revolted  A-om   the  Government  under 
which  they  enjoyed  protection.     In  reality,  mankind  in  general 
were  inclined  the  other  way ;  they  were  fond  of  a  Government,  and 
fometimes  blind  to  its  dcfeds,  when  they  were  confcioqs  they  were 
piDteded  by  it.     But  he  was  forry  to  fay  that  he  was  afraid  this 
was  not  always  the  cafe  with  Governments  ;  thofe  who  managed 
tbem  were  not  always  fatisfied  with  die  afFedion  and  obedience  of 
the  people ;  they  would  often  plunder  and  infult  them  :  he  was  forry 
to  fay  alfo,  that  Governments  in  general  feemcd  not  to  grow  as  wife 
as  they  ought  by  experience ;  and  diis  was  moft  unfortunately  true 
in  the  hiflory  of  Revolutions.     It  had  been  thought  that  the  rcvo- 
lurion  of  America  might  have  taught  the  Minifters  a  lefibn  to  pro- 
ceed with  more  caution.     £ut  let  u^  fee  a  little  how  we  itoodi 
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and  how  die  h&s  were  upon  which  we  ought  to  form  our  judge* 
nients :  three  campaigns  had  now  paifed^ — Had  we  gained  any 
thing  ?-«We  were  once  fo  forward,  as>.  in  the  opinion  of  an  ho* 
nourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Jenkinfon)  we  might  be  able  to  march  tri- 
umphantly to  Paris ;  and  he  believed,  although  he  was  not  fo  fan- 
guine  as  that  honourable  gentleman,  that  really  at  one  time  there 
ivas  fome  idea  that  die  allies  might  fubdue  the  French,  and  that  he 
believed  mig^t  have  been  apprehended  in  the  National  Convention, 
at  leaft  they  thought  their  fituation  a  very  ferious  one ;  but  had  we 
gained  one  inch  fince  that  period  I  We  had  made  once  an  impref- 
iion  on  the  fide  of  Alface.     Had  we  gained  any  thing  iince  ?    We 
had  gained  the  port  of  Toulon,  as  it  was  once  faid,  by  the  aiFec^ 
Cidn  of  its  inhabitants,  and  the  hatred  they  had  for  the  French 
Republic,  but,  as   it  has  iince  appeared,  by  the  treachery  of  a 
few  individuals.  Had  we  gained  a  (ingle  man  in  favour  of  our  caufe 
by  diat  event  r  If  we  looked  to  the  South  of  France  for  an  infurrec- 
tion,  what  profpc6k  had  we  of  gaining  any  thing  by  it  ?    There  we 
ihould  fee  the  main  body  of  the  people  reconciled  and  attached  to 
the  prefent  Government.     In  truth,  they  were  united  to  their  Go^ 
ycrnment,  and  gave  it  extraordinary  energy  from  a  fenfe  of  common 
danger  ;  diat  was  fure  to  be  the  cafe  in  every  Government.     Wat 
it  not,  at  this  very  moment,  the  cafe  in  our  own  ?     Did  we  not  fee 
the  hands  of  Government  ftrei^thened  every  hour,  even  upon  the 
bare  fufpicion  of  a  common  danger  ?  Had  not  the  Habeas  Corpus 
a&,  the  pride  of  Englifhmcn,  been  fufpcnded  on  that  idea?    Was 
it  therefore  the  lefs  likely  to  be  the  cafe  in  France,  und^r  all  its  cir- 
cumilances,  than  in  any  other  country?  He  would  fay,  therefore, 
that  with  regard  to  every  hope  of  a  counter  revolution  in  France,  the 
queftion  was  at  an  end,  either  by  force  of  arms  or  otherwife.    The 
next  point  which  had  been  iniifted  upon  by  the  Minii^er  as  a  reafon 
why  we  (hould  expefl  fuccefs  in  the  prefent  war,  was  the  want  of 
lefources  on  the  part  of  the  French*;  that  right  honourable  gentle* 
man  had  ftated,  that  the  French  were  fo  exhaufted,  that  he  could 
pfuve,   from  calculation,  they  could   not  continue  the  war  much 
langer.     He  had  heard,  he  faid,  much  upon  this  fort  of  reafoning 
by  cakulatidn  of  the  ftrength  of  States.     He  had  heard  it  from  the 
commencement  of  the  prefent  war  to  this  moment,  and.  yet  the 
French  had  been  fucccfsful  in  proportion  as  we  had  depreciated  their 
rcfourccs.    He  had  heard  it  in  His  Majefty's  fpecch.  |  Here  he  read 
part  of  the  King's  fpcech  of  laft  ycar/J     This  was  the  language  in 
die  year  1794,  andfudi  wad  the  language  now.     But  the  hiftoiy 
of  the  world  proved  the  fallacy  of  this  mode   of  argument.     We 
were  told  of  the  prt^greffive  and  rapid  decay  of  the  refources  of  the 
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French.     Prccifely  in  the  fame  ftylc  the  Houfc  of  CommoiB  wa» 
addrefied  in  the  year  1777,  when  the  American  war  was  hardly 
begun,  and  upon  that  occaHon  a  fpeech  was  made  by  a  perfen   (the 
kte  Lord  Chatham),  to  whofe   authority   tht  right  honourable 
gentleman  would   certainly    pay    fome  attention.      That   great 
Statefman   had   then  afked,    ''Where   is  the  man  who  has  the 
forehead  to  fay  he  can  prove  it  ?  I  (hould  be  glad  to  fee  his  face  ;  I 
Ihoiild  like  to  look  at  it/'     Now  we  all  know  diat  the  Americans 
had  iifued  a  great  quandty  of  paper  money,  and  they  were  faid  on 
tiiat  account  to  wantrefources,  and  it  was  infilled  that  therefore  they 
muft  fadl.     It  was  then  alio  dated,  by  way  of  proof  of  that  ailcr- 
tion,  that  the  debts  of  the  Americans  would  amount  to  fixty-fix 
millions  flerling,  and  that  the  whole  value  of  their  edates  did  not 
amount  to  more  than  thirty-three  millions.     Such  were  the  ai;^* 
ments  then,  and  fuch  they  were  now  ;  this  was  the  misfortune  of 
having  the  afEiirs  of  this  nation  in  the  hands  and  under  the  direc- 
tion of  men  who  were  unable  to  diftinguifh  between  ^the  fallacy  of 
fuch  calculations  and  the  enei^gy  of  a- people  ftruggling  for  what  ap- 
peared to  them  to  be  their  freedom,  men  who  thought  that  their 
knowledge  upon  fuch  topics  was  fuperior  to  what  was  to  be  colkd* 
ed  from  the  teftimony  of  experience  and  hidory  of  nations.    But,  if 
we  compared  that  (latement  of  American  refourccs  with  thoTe  of 
France,  we  (hould  find  that,  even  upon  that  calculation,  there  was 
a  prodigious  advantage  in  favour  of.  France.     The  moft  exaggerated 
account  that  had  been  given  of  the  probable  debt  of  France,  amount- 
ed only  to  four  hundred  and  twenty  millions  (about  one  hundred 
millions  beyond  the  truth),  and  the  value  of  their  landed  edate  was 
admitted  to  be  above  fix  hundred  millions  flerling.     What,  then, 
was  to  be  fatd  on  the  quedion  of  calculation,  efpecially  when  we  all 
knew  that  the   French  were  now  adding  whole  nations   to  their 
wealth  ;  when  they  have  in  their  pofledion   a  Bank,  which  was 
once  faid  to  be  identified  with  the  Bank  of  England  ?   But  this,  in 
truthy   great  and   mighty  as    the    advantage   was   in  favour  of 
the  Frcncli,   was   not  by  any   means   the  real   way  to  edimate 
the   refources  of  a  people,  who,  in  a  fbite  of  revolution,  were 
contending,    as  they   thought,    for    their  liberties   and   lives.-— 
They  were  not  to  be  meafured  by  the  common  efforts  of  a*  peofde ; 
for  while  there  was  iron  in  the  bowels,  or  grafs  upon  the  furface, 
of  the  earth,  there  was  no  end  to  their  refources.     Beddcs,  if  we 
looked  at  the  population  of  France,  we  diould  find  that  it  amounted 
to  one-iixth  of  the  whole  of  Europe ;  add  to  this,  the  didrafied  and 
impovcrifhed  date  of  our  allies,  and  then  he  believed  no  man  in  his 
fcnfcs' would  think  of  fuccefs  in  anodici*  campaign  agaihd  them ;  fur 
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it  was  clear,  however  dcfirable  the  thing  might  be,  it  was  iinp6(*<- 
fible  to  conquer  them.  With  regard  to  our  own  reiburces,  he  be- 
lieved them  to  be,  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ilated  them 
to  be,  very  great ;  equal,  certainly,  to  every.thing  to  which  they 
ought  to  be  applied,  but  not  equal  to  the  conqueft  of  France,  or 
the  carrying  on  a  war  of  aggravation,  for  fo  he  mud  again  (late  this 
war  to  be,  as  it  was  avowedly  for  the  deftrudlion  of  the  government 
of  France.  He  woidd  fay  again,  that  whatever  wc  might  think  of 
ourfelves,  we  had  not,  nor  could  wc,  in  the  nature  of  things,  have, 
in  the  profecutton  of  this  war,  the  energy  and  fpirit  of  the  French, 
for  they  mu(t  fight  while  there  was  a  man  or  a  (hilling  left.  What 
were  our  refources  ?  Had  the  Emperor  improved  them  ?  Let  us 
hear  what  was  faid  upon  that  fubje£t  in  his  own  memorial,  where- 
in he  ftated  that  he  was  drained  of  men  and  money,  and  that  his 
army  was  deAitu^e  of  provi  lions,  and  other  neceflfaries,  and  that 
they  muft  return  home.  .  [Here  Mr.  Grey  read  an  extract  from  the 
memorial.]  Was  it  from  the  exertion  of  the  Italian  States  that 
wc  expedied  to  derive  eflential  ailiftance  ?— Was  it  from  the  King 
of  Sardinia  ?— Was  it  from  Spain  r— or,  was  it  from  the  maritime 
power  of  Naples  ?-*or,  was  it  from  that  difgraceful  alliance  with 
the  Emprefs  of  Rufiia,  who  liad  authorifed  murder  and  devailation  ; 
who  gave  us  promifos  in  abundance,  but  who  had  not  yet  frimifhed 
us  with  a  iingle  man,  or  a  fingle  ruble  ?*— Was  it  from  our  good 
ally,  the  King  of  Pruflia,  wlu>  had  taken  twelve  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  of  our  money  r  Let  us  hear  his  conftrudlion  on  the  treaty 
which  enabled  him  to  receive  that  fum  of  us,  as  alfo  the  opinion  of 
the  Emperor  on  that  fubjedl.  The  Emperor  complained  that  his 
Prufllian  Majefiy  had  not  brought  into  the  field  the  fixty-two  thou- 
fand men,  agreeably  toliis  engagement.  The  KingofPruflia  de- 
nied our  right  to  command  any  of  the  Pruflian  troops,  and  aflferted 
that  they  ought  not  to  march  againA  the  French,  but  remain  to  de- 
fend Germany.  [Here  Mr.  Grey  read  the  Memorials  of  the  Em- 
peror and  the  King  of  PrufTia  on  this  fubjcdt.]  He  wifhed  to  know 
if  any  thing  like  an  cxcufe  could  be  given  by  MIniftcrs  for  this  wild 
wafte  and  profligate  fquandering  of  the  money  of  the  people  of  this 
country.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  quoted  a  palTage 
from  an  eloquent  fpeech.  He  might,  by  looking  a  few  lines  back 
in  the  fame  fpoech,  have  ibund  another,  much  more  to  the  pur- 
pdc: 

•    ^*  Spent  Ji  quam  adfcitis  Aetolum  habuiftis  in  armis 
''  Poniti-^ 

It  had  been  ftated  by  an  honourable  friend  of  his,  that  the,  bet- 
ftr  way  would  be  to  lefTcn  our  army,  in  ord^  to  enable  us  to  in* 
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creafc  our  navy  in  the  prefent  war ;  that,  he  admitted^  would  be 
pioper  enough  in  the  condu6l  of  a  rational  war,  biit  it  wotdd  be  in* 
effedhial  for  the  fuccefs  and  profecution  of  this.  He  bdieved,  in« 
deed,  diat  very  few  gentlemen  out  of  that  Houfe,  who  knew  any 
thing  of  the  refources  of  France— very  few  out  of  that  Houfe,  who 
knew  the  refources  of  this  country — very  few  out  of  that  Houfe^ 
who  knew  the  real  ftate  of  our  allies,  would  give  die  Miniftcr 
credit  for  having  the  power,  under  any  circumllaAces,  of  deibroying 
the  Government  of  France,  or  really  believed,  that  at  this  hour^ 
it  was  not  wife  and  prudent,  on  our  part,  to  endeavour  to  nego* 
date. 

He  had  often  heard  that  the  greateft  reafon  which  a  great  nation 

could  have  for  enterit^  into  a  war  w«is  to  defend  its  honour  ;  and 

he  agreed    to  that,  becaufe  it  was  by  defending  its  honour  it  pro* 

teded  itfelf  from  Infult ;  but  he  never  underftood  it  to  be  found  policy 

to  cherifli  this  principle  beyond  all  limits  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  took 

titih  to  be,  as  every  thing  in  human  affairs  ought  to  be,  (iibje<ft  to 

the  didlates  of  prudence ;  and  here  we  had  notliing  to  fear  on  that 

account,  for  we  had  vindicated  our  honour  fufficiently  to  fecure  us 

from  future  infult.     The  only  queftion  for  him  to  confidcr  now, 

and  that  he  confeifed  was  the  moft  difficult,  was,  the  general  quef- 

tion.  How  we  were  to  fubmit  to  the  difgrace  c^  a  negpciation  ?  He 

expected  this  to  be  urged  to  the  Hoqfe,  as  he  had  often  heard  it« 

His  anfwer  was,  that  his  motion  did  not  go  to  that  lengdi. — He  ivas 

ready  to  confefs,  tliat  as  far  as  his  opinion  went,  we  ought,  under 

our  prefent  circumfhnces,  to  begin  the  negociation,  but  his  motion 

did  not  go  to  that  efFed ;  it  was  only  to  put  the  country  in  a  n^o- 

tiable  ftate.     He  had  heard  alfo  a  great  deal  faid  upon  the  dodriiie 

of  the  National  Convention  of  France,  by  which  dicy  were  (aid  to 

avow  a  principle  of  intermeddling  with  the  governments  of  other 

nations ;  and  as  a  proof  of  it,  the  decree  of  the  1 9th  of  November 

had  been  quoted ;  now  the  Houfe  would  be  pleafed  to  recoiled  dut 

tiie  French  Convention  had  repealed  that  decree,  and  followed  dut 

repeal  with  a  declaration  that  they  would  never  interfere  with  the 

Government  of  any  other  (Country.  He  had  heard  it  faid,  that  we  have 

n3t  yet  had  any  opportunity  of  negtxiadng  with  die  F/ench.     He 

wifhed  to  know  to  what  period  it  would  pleafe  gendemen  who  afTerted 

this,  to  allude.     Gendemen  on  his  fide  of  the  Houfe  had  piopofcd 

a  negociation  at  the  commencement  of  the  mifunderftanding  between 

pur  Government  and  Firance.     That  was  a  proper  period.     We 

had  been  fuccefsful  in  fcveral  inflances  fince  the  commencement  of 

hoiliiides,     Thete  were  proper  periods  to  negcxuate,  and  in  each  of 

thefe  initances  a  negociauon  was  recommcDdcd  from  that  fide  of 
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the  Houfcy  and  he  was  convinced  that  negociation  at  that  time  would 
have  been  efFciflaal.  It  was  not  his  fault,  nor  the  fault  of  thofc 
with  whom  he  a<Etcd,  that  this  country  was  in  fo  awful  a  fituatton 
now.  It  was  not  their  fault  that  fo  much  defolation  had  taken 
place  ;  that  fo  many  thoufands  had  loft  their  lives,  that  the  helplefs 
widow  had  been  made  to  weep,  or  that  the  orphan  was  deftitute  of 
proteflion ;  for  had  the  advice  of  his  right  honourable  friend  been 
taken  at  an  early  period,  all  the  calamity  which  Europe  had  fufFered 
fijr^he  laff  two  years  might  have  been  avoided.  When  the  time 
would  come  when  the  bleffings  of  peace  fliould  be  rcftored,  it  was 
impoffible  to  forefee  :  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  deter- 
mined to  perfift,  as  he  faid  he  was,  till  the  Republican  Government 
of  France  was  deftroyed,  the  time  but  too  probably  will  come,  when 
he  himfelf  would  be  obliged  to  humble  the  tone  of  his  quotations. 

Jnte  equidem  fumrna  de  re  Jlatu\ffe^~' 

Et  vellem^  i^  fuerat  melius  ;  non  tempore  tali 

Cage  re  concilium.      -  ' 

He  was  afkcd,  Ihould  we  truft  to  the  mercy  of  the  French  Go- 
vernment ?  Certainly  not ;  we  were  a  great  power,  and  had  great 
refources  ;  but  that  was  an  additional  reafon  why  we  (hould  put  our 
affairs  in  a  train  for  negociation.  If  we  did  fo  now,  we  had  the 
advantage  of  that  power  and  of  thofe  refources^  but  (hould  we  exhauft 
diem  both,  and  be  at  laft  compelled  to  negociate,  we  ihould  then 
indeed  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  French.  Should  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  fay,  after  Hanover  might  poflibly  be  added  to  the  con- 
quells  of  the  French,  we  might  then  proceed,  perhaps  the  fertile 
plams  of  Lombardy  might  be  added  alfo,  and  the  whole  of  Spain. ' 
Would  he  then  fay  that  we  were  lefs  at  the  mercy  of  the  French 
than  at  prefent  ?  Did  the  right  honourable  gentleman  really  be- 
Keve,  that  the  people  in  this  country  would  fubmit  for  ever  to  be 
guided  by  fuch  abominable  policy  ?  Did  he  really  believe,  that 
even  at  diis  hour  the  war  was  popular  ?  Did  any  man  in  that 
Houfc  believe  it?  He  was  confident  of  the.  contrary.  If  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  was  really  difpofcd  to  truft  the  Minifters  with 
the  further  profecution  of  the  war,  would  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  declare  that  he  could  truft  his  allies  ?  He  believed  that 
the  Minifter  would  not  aifure  the  Houfc  that  he  had  any  fuch  con- 
fidence. This,  therefore,  was  furely  a  time  to  put  oiir  affairs  in 
a  train  of  negociation,  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  been 
advifed  by  his  own  friends*  Should  our  attempts  in  that  rcfpe£k  be; 
froidefe,  then  the  Houfe  of  Commons  would  be  unanimous,  and 
the  pe(^e  would  be  unanimous,  and  wc  (hould  profecute  the  war 
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with  vigour  ;  wc  (hould  then  indeed  refemble  France  in  Ac  only 
point  for  which  (he  was  to  be  envied.  For  his  own  part,  he  de- 
clared he  (hould  be  ready  to  go  into  the  field,  and  in  the  front  of 
battle,  and  to  fall  in  the  fervice  of  his  country.  He  hady  within 
th^fe  few  days,  fonie  reafon  to  think  that  his  motion  (hould  be  al- 
tered, becaufe  an  account  liad  reached  this  country  which  ought 
to  have  fome  influence  in  that  Houfe  ;  he  meant  an  account  of  the 
debates  of  the  Diet  of  the  Empire,  in  which  all  parties  agreed  ex* 
cept  the  Landgrave  of  He(re  and  the  Elector  of  Hanover,  that  it  was 
becoming  at  this  time  in  the  Empire,  while  preparations  for  the 

.  next  campaign  were  continued,  to  make  overtures  to  the  enemy  for  a 
h\r  and  equitable  peace,  and  but  for  the  notice  he  had  already 
given  of  his  motion,  and  of  the  precife  words  in  which  it  was  to 
be  formed,  perhaps  the  language  of  the  Diet  would  be  the  nio(t 
fitting  for  that  Houfc  to  adopt.  This  was  a  fubjed  which  it  would 
become  the  Houfe  to  confider  attentively  and  gravely.  He  *  had 
ftatcd  the  neccflTity  we  were  under  of  taking  fome  mcafure  to  avert 
the  fartlicr  calamities  of  war.  Let  gentlemen  of  that  Houfe,  who 
out  of  doors  were  ngain(l  the  war,  declare  it  within.  Let  thofe 
Members  of  that  Houfe,  who  out  of  doors  really  thought  the  Mi- 
nifters  did  not  intend  to  profecute  the  war,  but  that  he  was  now 
actually  negociating  ;  let  all  fuch  perfons  not  deceive  themfdves ; 
let  them  not  deceive  the  Miniiler  as  to  the  profecucion  of  the  war, 
or  the  extent  of  the  fupport  which  he  was  to  have  in  carrying  it  on  ; 
but  let  their  votes  follow  the  didiates  of  their  hearts.  This  was 
not  a  que(tion  whether,  ias  had  been  (latod  on  a  former  night,  the 
predidlions  of  one  fet  of  men,  or  the  opinions  of  anothei^  had 
been  juftified  by  events,  but  a  qucftion  of  magnitude  and  impor- 
tance to  this  country.  He  concluded  with  an  elegant  quota- 
tion, from  a  fpeech  of  Mr.  Burke,  in  the  conclufion  of  the  Ame- 
rican war,  where  that  genrieman  fpeaks  of  iVIiniftcrs  without  fagacity 
to  forefee  the  moft  obvious  events,  and  without  docility  to  profit 
from  experience  ;  and  then  drew  the  inference,  that  as  the  prc- 
fent  Miniders  had  (hewn  nothing  but  incapacity  on  their  part, 
it  would  not  be  prudent  in  that  Houfe  to  rcpofe  confidence  in 
their  future  condudl.  He  then  moved,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  Hpufe,  that  the  cxi(tcnce  of  the  prcfent  Government  of 
France  ought  not  to  be  confidered  as  precluding,  at  this  time,  2 
nt^ociation  for  peace. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH  faid,  that  every  motive  of  a  peHbnal 
nature  would  certainly  induce  him  to  avoid  being  drawn  into  z 
CQmparifon  with  the  honourable  mover  of  the  que(tion  whidi  he 
rofe  to  fecond.  It  had  indeed  been  treated  with  fo  much  elo<]^ncc 
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and  ability,  fo  pcrfpicuoufly  and  fo  completely^  that  he  could 
fearcely  hope  to  add  any  thing  to  the  impreflion  it  mud  have  made 
on  the  Houfe.  But  in  a  cri(i$  fo  awful,  he  conceived  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  throw  his  arguments,  of  how  little  weight  foever,  into  the 
fcale,  and  that  there  was  a  view  of  the  fubjefi  which,  though  fre- 
quently adverted  to,  had  never  yet  been  confidered  fo  much  in 
detail  as  its  importance  appeared  to  him  to  deferve.  * 

To  this  point,  therefore.      The  refemblance  of  the  prefent  unhappy 
contejl  to  that  almofl  equally  unfortunate  one,  from  the  dreadful  effefti 
of  which  wc  had  but  juft  b^;un  to  recover,  (it  could  hardly  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  name  the  American  war  J  he  would  foHcit  the  attention  of 
the  Houfe  ;  and  he  earneftly  entreated  gentlemen  to  confider  that, 
although  by  agreeing  to.  the  motion  they  would  not  be  laid  under 
any  obligation  whatever  to  afk  for  peace,  yet  that  the  rejedion  of  it 
Could  not  fail,  in  a  mod  alarming  degree,  to  increafc  the  impedi- 
ments which  now  lay  in  the  way  of  our  obtaining  that  moft  defirable 
6bjc3.     If,  indeed,  it  (hould  be  rejee^od  on  the  grounds  he  had 
heard  ftated  on  former  occalions  ;  (an  event  which,  for  that  reafon, 
he  moft  earneftly  deprecated)  he  did  not  fee  the  probability  of  a  nc- 
gociation  being  ever  fet  on  foot,  unlcfs  he  (hould  be  unfortunately 
compelled  to  it  by  the  iron  hand  of  an  imperious  neccftit}',  before 
which  the  ftiftcft  necks  and  proudeft  hearts  were  fometimes  forced 
to  bow.     Analogical  arguments,  he  confcffed,  were  not  always 
conclufive ;  bccaufe   in  all  moral  and  political  comparifon,  there 
could  not  fail  to  be  many  points  of  diflimilarity  as  well  as  of  re- 
femblance.    It  was,  however,  a   mode  of  reafoning  applicable, 
perhaps,  moft  of  all  to  politics,  as  experience,  fo  juftly  deemed 
the  fureft  guide  in  fuch  cafes,  was  in  fzA  no  other  than  a  right 
difcernment,  and  a  judicious  application  of'paft  analogies  to  prefent 
crrcumftances.     In  the  momentous  aifair  under  confideration,  he 
had,  by  an  attentive  review,  difcovered  rcfcmblances  fo  numerous 
and  fo  ftriking,  that  he  fhould  take  the  liberty  of  trefpafling  on  the 
patience  of  the  Houfe,  while  he  drew  the  parallel  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  conteft.     And  in  the  firft  place,  it  was  to  be 
obfervcd  that  the  two  revolutions  in  America  and  in  France,  had 
precifely  the  fame  origin,  viz.  a  perfuafion  operating  throughout  the 
people,  that  their  Government  was  unjuft  and  oppreflivc,  which 
produced  open  refiftance.     In  what -degree  their  opinfon  was  well 
founded  in  either  cafe, .  entered  not  into  the  prefent  argument ;    it 
was  fufficicnt  that  it  exiftcd,  and  that  it  did  now  almoft  universally 
exift  in  France,  as  formerly  in  America,  he  thought  the  events 
of  which  we  had  all  been  witncffcs,  were  fufHcient  to  convince  aqy 
pi^i)  not  rcfoliitcly  blind  and  hardened  againft  conviclioq, 
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But  were  it  ferioufly  allcdged  that  the  Royalifts  in  France  were 
tlic  fuperior  party,  in  fpitc  of  all  evidence  to  the  contrary,  he 
would  remind  the  Houfe  that  it  was  by  iimilar  aflurances  d^ 
country  had  been  deluded  both  to  attempt  and  to  piofecute  the 
fubjugation  of  America. — In  the  fpeeches  iix)m  the  Throne,  from 
the  beginning  of  1774  to  the  end  of  January  1781,  this  fallacy 
had  been  conftantly  maintained.*     Nay,  even  iii  1781,  when  the 

•  June  21,  1774.  A  very  high  culogium  on  the  mcafu res  which  had 
been  adopted  for  the  purpofeof  reclaiming;  his  deluded fubje^ 5;  and  on 
the  firmnefs,  temper,  and  unanimity,  which  had  been  difplayed  in  the 
deliberations  of  Parliament,  which  could  not  fail  of  giving  them  cbe 
grcatcft  weight. 

November  29,  1774.  Opening.  A  moft  daring  Ibirit  of  refifiance 
and  difobedicnce  ftill  prevailed  in  the  province  of  Maflachufetts  Bay, 
and  had  broken  forth  in  frefh  violences  of  a  very  criminal  nature:  that 
the  moft  proper  and  eifediual  meafures  had  been  taken  to  prevent  thefo 
inifchicfs,  and  that  they  nught  depend  upon  a  firm  refolution  to  with- 
ftand  every  attempt  to  weaken,  or  impair  the  fuprcmc  authority  of  this 
Legiflaturc  over  all  the  dominions  of  the  Crown. 

May  15,  1775.  ^'  The  moft  perfcd  fatisfa^tion  in  the  condu£^  of 
his  Parliament,  and  his  entire  convidlion,  that  the  moft  falutary  effc^ir 
^uft  rcfult  from/uc/j  meafures^  formed  and  conduced  onfuchprin  -ipleim 

Oiflober  26,  1775.  Opening.  Accufing  Americans  of  a  dejperait 
confptracy^  and  of  harbouring  a  premeditated  defign  to  cfFciSt  a  total  pc- 
yolt ;  whilft  taking  advantage  of  the  moderation  and  forbearance  of  Par- 
liament, thby  hoped  to  amufc  by  va^ue  exprefltons  of  attachment  to  the 
Parent  State,  and  of  loyalty  ro  the  Sovereign.  This  rebellious  war,  it 
is  affirmed,  is  manifcftly  carried  on  for  the  purpofe  of  eftablifliing  an  inde- 
pendent empire  ;  and  it  is  now  become  the  part  of  wifdom,  and  in  its  cf- 
Je£ts  of  clemency,  to  put  a  fpcedy  end  to  thcfc  diforders,  by-thc  moft  dc» 
cifivc  exertions—  for  which  purpofe.  His  Majcfty  had  gVcatly  incrcafcd  his 
military  and  naval  cftabliflimcnis ;  and  he  had  alfo  received  the  moft 
friendly  offers  of  foreign  nfliftancc.  When  the  unhappy  and  deluded 
multitude  againft  whom  this  great  force  will  be  directed,  (hall  become 
lenfible  of  their  error,  he  declared  himfclf  ready  to  receive  the  miOcd 
with  tendernefs  and  mercy  ;  for  which  purpofe  he  had  given  authority 
to  certain  perfons  upon  the  fpot,  to  grant  general  or  particular  pardons 
and  indemnities,  and  to  receive  the  fubmiffions  of  any  province  or  colony 
which  fhould  be  difpofcd  to  return  to  its  allegiance. 

May  28,  1776.  Proclamation.  His  hope  that  his  r^W//oj;ri  yir^^i^j 
wonM  fliil  be  awakened  to  a  fenfe  of  their  errors,  at  the  fame  time  ex» 
prefling  his  confidence  that,  if  due  (i.  e.  unconditional)  fubroifiion  could 
not  be  obtained  by  a  voluntary  return  to  their  duty,  it  would  be  eiedu* 
ated  by  a  full  exertion  of  the  great  force  intrufted  to  him. 

O6lobcr  3  J ,  1 776.  Opening,  That,  fo  daring  and  defperatc  was  the 
fpirit  of  thofe  leaders  whofe  objcd  has  already  been  dominion  and  power, 
that  they  have  now  openly  renounced  all  allegiance  to  the  Crown,  and 
all  political  connexion  with  this  country ;  they  have  rejected,  with  cir- 
cumftances  of  indignity  and  infult,  the  means  of  conciliation  held  out  to 
them,  and  h'AVt  pre/umed  fo/ct  up  their  rebellious  confederacies  as  Indcpen^ 
dent  States,  If  t/jcir  treafon  be  fuffered  to  take  much  Toot^  mi/chief  mujt 
gr^wfromit  to  the  prc/cnt  Jjifttm  of  all  Europe. 
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conteft  was  pcrfcftly  decided,  an  Jionourable  gentleman  had  har- 
dily ai&rtedy  ^^  diat  the  unhappy  faction  in  America,  though  le(s 
numerous  tlian  the  party  of  the  Royalifts,  could  only  be  rooted  out 
by  force."  Surely,  then  it  was  too  much  to  expecl  that  implicit 
credit  (hould  be  given  to  the  repedtion  of  the  fame  deccpdons. 

That  the  fucceiTct  already  obtained  bad  been  fo  important  as  togira 
the  ftroogcft  hopes  of  the  moft  decifive  good  confcqueoces ;  but  notwith- 
iranding  this  fair  profpe(5t,  it  was  necelTary,  at  all  events,  to  prepare  for 
another  campaign. 

June  7,  1777*  Proclamation.  His  thanks  for  the  unquedionable 
proofs  they  had  given  of  their  clear  difcernment  of  ths  true  intereils  of 
iheir  country. 

November  20.  Opening.  His  confidence  that  the  fpirit  and  intre* 
pidity  of  his  forces  would  be  attended  with  important  fuccefs  ;  but  inti« 
mated  the  necedity  of  preparing  for  fuch  farther  operations  as  the  con- 
tingencies of  the  war  and  the  obilinacy  of  the  rebels  miglit  render  expe- 
dient. He  exprciTcd  his  determination  fleadily  to  purfue  the  meafuret 
in  which  they  were  engaged,  and  his  hope  that  the  deluded  and  unhappy 
multitude  would  finally  return  tp  their  allegiance. 

June  3,  1778.  Proclamation.  His  thanks  for  the  zeal  fhewn  by 
Parliament  in  fupporting  the  honour  of  the  Crown,  and  their  attention 
to  the  real  interclls  of  the  nation,  manifciled  in  the  wife,  juil,  and  humane 
laws  which  had  been  the  rcfult  of  their  deliberations. 

November  a6,  1778.  Opening.  Regret  was  exprefTed  that  the  efibrts 
which  had  been  made  for  dilappointing  the  malignant  defigns  of  the  Court 
of  France,  had  not  been  attended  with  all  the  fuccefs  which  the  juftice 
pf  the  caufe  and  the  vigorous  exertions  which  had  been  made,  feeme^ 
to  promile. 

July  3,  t779«  Proclamation.  A  happy  omen  of  the  fuccefi  of  his 
arms,  that  the  increafe  of  difficulties  feemed  only  to  augment  the  courage 
and  C9n{biiicy  of  the  nation. 

Nov.  25,  i779»  Opening.  That  they  were,  in  concert  with  him, 
called  upon  by  every  pnnciplc  of  duty  and  every  confideration  of  intercd, 
to  ezen  their  efforts  in  the  fupport  and  defence  of  their  country,  attacked 
by  an  unjud  and  unprovoked  war,  and  contending  with  one  of  the  moft 
dangerous  confederacies  that  was  ever  formed  againft  the  Crown  and 
people  of  Britain. 

C>5tober  31,  1780.  Opening.  He  acknowledged  the  arduous  fitua- 
tion  of  public  aflairs;  but  the  late  fignal  fuccefTes  oT  his  arms  in  Georgia 
and  Carolina  would,  he  truflcd,  have  important  con fequencei  in  bringing 
the  war  to  a  happy  conclufion. 

November  27,  1781.  Opening.  That  the  war  was  flill  unhappily 
prolonged,  and  that,  to -his  great  concern,  the  events  of  it  had  been 
▼ery  unfortunate  to  his  army  in  Virginia,  having  ended  in  the  total  loft 
of  his  forces  in  that  province.  But  he  could  not  confent  to  facrifice, 
either  to  his  own  delire  of  peace  or  to  the  ten^p«rary  eafc  and  relief  of 
his  fubjedts,  thofe  efTential  rights  and  permanent  intercfls  on  which  the 
ftrength  and  iecurity  of  this  country  muft  ever  principally  depend-^hat 
he  retained  a  firm  confidence  in  the  protedlion  of  Divipe  Proviaence,  and  a 
pcrfed  conviftion  of  the  juftice  of  his  caufe.  He  called  for  the  concur- 
rence and  fupport  of  Parliament,  and  a^ vigorous,  animated,  and  united 
exertion  of  the  faculties  and  rcfources  of  hit  people. 
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What,  however,  of  unanimity  might  be  fuppofed  wanting  in  either 
country,  had  been   produced  alfo  in   both  by  funilar  means— by 
cold  and  haughty  treatment,  not  to  fay  by  the  abfolute  rejection  of 
every  conciliating  propofition  in  the  early  flages  of  the  refpcdive 
affairs — ^by  violent  and  even  abulive  language,  by  furious   and 
tlireatening  manifeftocs,*  and  above  all,  by  the  operations  of  ar- 
mies apparently  willing  to  execute  fuch  threats  in  their  utmoft  ex- 
tent, and  determined  to  ravage  what'thej'  were  unable  to  fubdue. 
In  fome  of  thefe  points,  perhaps,  our  allies,  in  the  prcfent  war, 
xpzy  claim  the  largeft  (hare  of  guilt  and  folly ;  but  the  efFedl  on 
France  remained  unaltered.     With  refpe<3,  alfo,  to  the  quarter 
from  whence  both  thefe  calamitous  mcafures  took  their  rife,  ui  the 
councils  of .  this  country,  he  dxought  much  might  be  faid.      Cer- 
tainly thofe  moft  a(Stive  on  the   former  occafion,  were  now  to  be 
found  in  the  lift  of  His  Majtfty's  advifcrs,,  but  it  muft  be  allowed 
they  ricver  mixt  with  many  of  a  very  different  defcription  ;  for  the 
right  honourable  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  among  numerous 
inftances  of.  refemblance  to  his  illuftrious   father,  had  unhappily 
Imitated  one  of  his  mcafures  ft)  clofely  in  forming  the  prcfent  Ad- 
mlniftration,  that  the  defcription  of  an  honourable  and  moft  eloquent 
gentleman,    would   apply,  with   almoft  perfeft   precifion,  to  the 
cabinet  of  this  day.      •'  He  made,"  faid  Mr.  Burke,  **  an  Admi- 
■  niftration  fo  checquered  and  fpecklcd  ;  he  put  together  a  piece  of 
joinery  fo  crosfly  invented,  and  whimfically  dove-tailed  ;  a  cabinet 
fo  varioufly  inlaid,  fuch  a  piece  of  diverfified  mofaic,  fuch  a  tcflc- 
latcd  pavement  without  cement ;  here  a  bit  of  black  ftone,  and 
there  a  bit  of  white  ;  patriots  and  courtiers,  King's  friends  and 
Republicans,  whigs  and  tories,  treacherous  friends  and  open  ene- 
mies, that  it  was  indeed  a  curious  ftiew,  but  utterly  unfafe  to  touch, 
and  unfure  to  ftand  upon.*^ 

In  the  commencement,  too,  of  both  thefe  ^^^ars,  the  conduft  of 
this  country  was  ftated  to  arife  from  a  prudent  aiui  politic  regard  to 
the  confcrvation  of  the  fyftem  of  Europe.  The  language  lately 
ufed  ft  ill  rings  in  the  ears  of  every  one,  but  all  might  not  be  aware 
of  its  pcrfc^Sl  co-incidence  with  the  fentiments  delivered  from  the 
Throne  in  1776,  when,  in  the  fame  fpirit  of  laudable  and  tender 
follicitudc  for  this  important  objefl,  it  was  declared  that,  If  their 
treafon  be  fujfered  to  take  root,  much  mijchhf  muji  groro)  from  it  to  the 
prefent  fyflem  of  all  Europe.  How  far,  ir^deed,  that  predidlion 
might  be  true,  he  would  not  pretend  to  fay.  If  the  fyftcms  of  Eu- 
rope were  then  completely  dcfpoti?  and  fliamefuUy  oppreffive,  tin: 
example  of  fuccefsful  refiftance  might  certainly  produce  much  mif- 
chief  to  fuch  a  fyftem,  and  eventually,  cquid  benefit  to  mankind  i 
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but  he  thought  the  true  advantage  which  Government  might  fo 
make  of  fuch  examples,  v»^as  to  learn  to  correcl  their  own  errors  ia 
time,  and   not  to  delude  themfelves  with  the  imagination  that, 
**  wheii  one  national  union   is  formed  againft  oppreflion,  can  it," 
to  ufc  the  energetic  words  of  Lord  Chatham,*  "  be  refifted  by 
the  tricks  of  office  or  minilterial  manoeuvres  r — Heaping  papers  oii 
the  table,  or  counting  your  majorities  on  a  divifion,  will  not  avert 
or  poftpone  the  hour  of  danger.'*     This  dclulion,  however,  had 
prevailed  in  both  cafes  to  the  mod  extravagant  degree.  The  people 
of  England  had  been  impofcd  on  by  fimilar  mifreprefentations  | 
tlie  fame  pleas  of  judice  and  ncceffity,  of  the  dignity  of  the  Crown 
and  the  intercfts  of  the  people,  had  been  urged.     The  fame  affu- 
rances  of  fpeedy  and  complete  fuccefs  had  been  given :  the  fame 
contempt  of  our  enemy  had  been  manifc(\ed  5  the  fame  confidence 
in  our  own  fuperiority,  as  in  the  origin^  fo  alfo  in  the  obje^  of  thcfe 
wars  i  Mr.  Smith  faid,  they  were  fimilar.      It  was  notorious  tliat  it 
had  never  been  poflible,  for  the  two  laft  years,  to  arrive  at  any  defi- 
nite idea  of  the  point  at  which  we  were  aiming.     We  were  fomc- 
times  endeavouring  to  re-eftabli(h  Monarchy  in  France,  and  at 
others  difa  vowed  it.     Sometimes  we  .fought  for  the  defence  of  Hol- 
land and  the  navigation  of  the  Scheldt,  at  otliers  to  prevent  the 
importation  of  French  principles  into  England,     Now,  for  indem- 
nity and  fecurity,  and  then  again  for  fccurity  without  indemnity  ; 
ever  changing  with  the  events  of  the  hour.     How  exadHy  corrcf- 
pondent  to  the  defcription  given  of  the  American   war  by  an  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (Mr.  Powys)  who,  in  1 78 1,  had  faid,  **  The 
infidbus  pretence  of  revenue  was  grown  too  ftale  for  impofition* 
The  American  war  had  been  a  war  of  delufion  from  beginning  to 
end.     Every  promife  had  been  broken,  every  afiertion  falfified, 
every  objedt  relinquiihed.      It  was  now  a  war  of  this  fort,  tlien  91 
war  of  that  fort ;  now  a  war  of  revenue,  then  a  war  of  fuprcmacy  ; 
now  a  war  of  coertion,  and  then  a  war  of  fricndfliip  and  afFe<%on 
for  America.**     At  laft,  however,  we  had  arrived  at  an  avow*al  of 
the  true  objcft  :  it  had  been  declared  that  the  prefent  Government 
of  France  was  not  fit  to  be  treated  with,  or,  in  other  words,  that 
we  mud  make  war,  if  not  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  changing  tlvc 
Government,  at  leaft  till  the  Government  (hould  be  changed.— 
And  whatever  colour  might  be  put  on  fuch  a  declaration,  he  would 
only  defire  every  gentlenian  to  make  it  his  own  cafe,  and  then  afk 
how  far  fuch  language  held  to  an  independent  nation  diflbred  from 
the  unconditional  fubmifilon  demanded  of  America  :  and  if  three 
millions  of  men  there,  roufed  by  the  flagrant  haughtinefs  and  in- 
folence  of  the .  demand,  had  fuccefsfully  refifted  it  \    what  folly. 
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what  infatuation  was  it,  to  cxpcft  a  more  favourable  iflTuc  irficn 
tenfold  numbers,  with  equal  zeal,  were  enliftcd  in  the  fame  caufe  !** 
Mr.  Smith  then  prcxreeded  to  examine  the  means  and  ccmdud  of 
the  War ;  and  here  again  he  faid  we  might  trace  the  prevalence  of 
the  lamft  temper.     America  was  to  be  conquered  by  Jiarvatm^ 
France  was  to  be  fubdued  by  an  artificial  famine  of  our  creation. 
American  Loyalifts  and  FrenA  Royallfts,  were  to  be  embodied  in 
fuch  numbers  as  to  carry  all  before  them,  in  cohjundlion  with  Bri- 
tifh  troops  and  German  mercenaries  hired  from  every  **  prinaly 
butcher,  to  whofc  extortions,"  Lord  Chadiam  then  faid,  **  there 
were  no  limits :  every  corner  of  Germany  was  then,  and  had  now 
been,  ranfacked  for  boors  and  ruffians  to  invade  and  ravage  the 
country."     Sublidies  had  been  granted  to  every  one  whofc  affifhnce 
we  could  buy,  while  in  both  cafes,  the  utmoft  violences  had  been 
committed,  and  the  vile  fpirit  of  plunder,  caught  poflfibly  from  the 
intercourfe  of  hirelings,  had,  in  but  too  many  inftances,  degraded 
the  charafter  of  the  Britifh  forces.     In  the  prefcnt,  as  in  the  for- 
mer, cafe  the  beft  difciplined  veterans  had  been  beaten  by  troops 
defcribed  as  without  courage,  without  arms,  or  even  clothes— who 
fcarcely  knew  the  ufe  of  a  mufquct,  and  whofe  numbers  would  only 
facilitate  defeat.     Generals  of  the  higheft  reputation  and  moft  efbi- 
blifhed  charader,  had  fled  with  blighted  laurels  before  men  whofe 
names  were  hardly  to  be  found  in  any  military  lift.     As  on  the 
occafion  it  had  been  faid,  "  that  General  Howe  could  not  advance 
to  the  Delawar  without  madnefs  :"  fo  with  equal  truth  to  the 
impijjibility  of  advancing  had  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick's  retreat  been 
attributed.     In  both  cafes  the  inferences  might  have  been  nearly 
decifive,  but  partial  and  inefficient  fucceffes  had  perpetually  buoyed 
up  the  hopes  and  the  fpirits  of  Minifters,  although  from  the  com- 
mencement to  the  conclufion  of  each  conteft,  not  a  town  had  been 
taken  which  had  not  been  abandoned^  nor  a  vidlory  obtained  which 
had  not  been  fpeedily  counterbalanced  by  as  important  a  defeat. 
The  victory  of  Camden  was  followed,  not  by  the  rcduflion  of  all 
the  fouthem  Provinces,  with  which  the  fanguine  expedlation  of  the 
American  Secretary  then  flattered  the  countiy,  but  by  the  furrendcr 
of  the  viftorious  army.     Fatally  (imilar  had  been  our  levctfcs  in 
the  ^rcfent  war  fince  the  capture  of  Valenciennes,  of  Condc, 
Quefnoy,  Landrecy,  and  Toulon  !  and  even  the  proclamations  we 
had  iffued  in  the  temporary  pofTeffion  of  any  conqueft,  hiad  refembled 
each  other  not  lefs  in  ffyle  and  fpirit  than  in  total  ineffidency  as  to 
their  objed.    How  equally  unforefeen  and  equally  ruinous  had  been 
the  protradion  of  both  the  difputes.     How  equally  unfclefe  to  our 
caufe  the  defedlon  of  Arnold  in  the  on^  of  Ehimourier  in  the 
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Other.     How  much  had  our  comparative  ffaength  been  dimlni(hed; 
in  the  American  war  by  the  acccflion  of  force  to  our  encmie$|  in « 
ttic  prefent  mifcondudt,  not  to  fay  the  treacherous  abandonment  of 
the  common  caufe  by  our  allies ;  and  the  warnings  and  predidlions 
of  the  oppofition  in  both  cafes,  as  well  as  in  all  points  relating  to 
the  general  events  of  the  war,  had  been  difregardcd  with  equal 
contempt,  and  equally  verified  by  fubfcquent  occurrences.     Surely, 
fo  (hiking  a  refemblance  in  circumftances  fo  numerous  and  fo  im* 
portant,  that  it  would  almoft  feem  z$  if  the'  former  had  been  ex<> 
prefsly  defigned  by  Providence  as  a  beacon  to  enable  us  to  avoid  a 
iimilar  misfortune,  might  have  guarded  the  Councils  of  this  country 
from  again  plunging  into  fo  calamitous  a  (ituation.     But  it  was 
the  weaknefs  of  human  nature  to  perfift  in  a  favourite  plan  eveo 
when  its  impnuEticability  was  become  evident  to  all  but  its  projectors; 
and  in  both  thefe  unha[^y  conteAs^  though  each  grew  more  hopclefs 
in  proportion  as  it  advanced,  yet*  was  each  purfued  with  fimilar 
pertinacity.  Tl>e  American  war  was  not  clofed  till  1782,  although 
on  an  enquiry  in  1778^  into  the  con^udl  of  General  Howe  and 
fomc  of  the  other  commanders,  the  refult  was,  "  that  no  fufficient 
force  had  ever  been  fcnt  to  fubjugate  America  ;  that  the  people 
were  almoft  unanimous  iq  their  enmity  and  rcfiftance  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  that  no  fubfcquent  attempt  was  likely  to  be  attended  with 
better  fuccefs  than  thofe  which  had  already  failed.     After  a  feries 
of  events,  the  counterpart  of  thofe  which  then  produced  this  opi- 
mon,  and  after  the  experience  of  the  mifchiefs  which  enfued  from 
the  unyielding  obRinacy  of  thofe  times,  die  fame  difpofition  appears 
neverthelefs  to  predominate,  and  threatens  to  involve  us  in  Hill 
greater  csdamlties. 

There  were  feveral  other  points  of  fimilarity,  Mr.  Smith  faid, 
ftriking  in  themfelves,  but  on  which,  as  of  Icfs  moment,  he  would 
touch  but  (lightly  i  though  he  could  not  refolve  entirely  to  omit 
them,  as  they  ferved  to  complete  the  parallel  and  to  mark  the 
identity  of  fpirit  by  which  our  afiairs  were  conducted.  The  info- 
Idfice  of  the  memorial  prefented  to  the  Stated  General  by  Sir  Jofeph 
Yorke  was  kept  in  countenance  by  the  treatment  which  Sweden, 
Tufcany,  and  Genoa  had  lately  experienced.  The  fame  extrava- 
gance in  fubfidies  had  diflinguifhed  both ;  1,500,0001.  had  been 
then  paid  for  the  hire,  ice,  of  80,000  mercenaries,  an  extravagance 
then  dated  by  Lord  Chatliam  as  unparalleled,  but  which  could  now 
no  longer  be  fo  termed.  Similar  majorities  had  alfo  emboldened 
Minidcrs  to  repeat  towards  the  opponents  of  their  meafurcs,  the 
identical  terms  of  violent  invcdivc  and  falfe  afpcrfion.  In  1780, 
the  country  petitions  for  ceconomv,  vrere  faid  by  a  noble  Lord  (■ 
Vol.  XL.  1 1 
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hcihe  lafl  efforts  of  an  expiring  fadion.  TlyyTe  who  icfiiled  die 
fubjugation  of  Anierica  were  reprefented,  as  the  friends  of  peaoe 
now  are,  to  aim  at  the  fubverfion  of  order  and  the  ruin  of  property. 
On  fumming  up  the  whole,  it  appeared  that  the  French  and  Ame- 
rican revdutions  had  arifen  from  fimilar  caufes ;  that  fimilar  treat- 
inent  had  united  each  people ;  that  the  prefcnt  refembled  Ae 
American  conteft  in  its  origin  and  its  objedt,  in  the  means  em- 
ployed and  the  efiedts  produced.  In  equal  promifes  of  (pecdy  liic- 
cefs,  and  in  equal  protraflion  of  their  performance — m  haui^tf 
^nd  boaftful  conjfidencei  and  in  the  moft  mortifyii^  and  bltto'  dif- 
appointments  ;  while  the  total  and  complete  falfification  of  evcij 
predidlion  of  the  then  Miniftcr  and  of  every  calumny  they  threw 
on  their  antagonifts,  had  not  prevented  the  repetition. of  tfie  lame 
deliifionsy  the  fame  mifreprefentations,  and  the  fame  promiics  on 
the  prefent  occaiion. 

From  fuch  a  fimilarity  in  all  points  hitherto,  he  miift  leave 
every  one,  Mr.  Smith  faid,  to  deduce  his  o\iii  condufions.  For 
his  part,  he  could  not  but  think  that  the  only  rational  one  was  to 
expe£l  fimilar  confequenccs  of  ultimate  difgrace  and  defeat,  which, 
-from  the  greater  ftrength  of  the  enemy  with  wboni  we  were  now 
ccMitending,  might  be  attended  v  ith  far  worfc  cSeSis  than  on  the 
ibrmer  occafion.  For  thefc  reafont  he  could  not  but  ftrenuoufly 
fupport  the  motion,  and  would  conclude  with  the  memonbk 
words  of  Sir  George  Saville,  in  his  addrcfs  to  his  con{tituenti  on 
die  diflblution  of  Parliament  in  1780,  being  perfedly  content  Id 
^ihare  with  fuch  charaAers  the  obloquy  uniformly  thrown  00  the 
oppofers  of  thefe  impolitic  arid  fatal  fchemes. 

Some,  faid  he,  have  been  accufed-of  exaggerating  the  public'  mif* 
fortunes,  nay  of  having  endeavoured  to  forwara  themi(c&ief,  that  they 
hiight  afterwards  raife  dtfconteots.-^I  am  willing  to  hope  that  oeith<5r 
-my  temper  nor  fituatioa  in  life  will  be  thought  naturaUv  to  m^  me  to 
promote  mifery,  difcord,  and  confuHon,  or  to  exult  in  the  fubverfion  of 
order  or  the  ruin  of  property.  On  this  melancholy  day ,  i  deliver  to  yoa 
your  (hare  of  a  country  maimed  and  weakened,  its  tre^fure  laviflird  and 
mif-fpenc,  its  honours  faded,  itscondu&the  Uughiog*ih>d^  of  Europe: 
but  trull  not  to  my  report ;  look  back  on  the  meaiures  Which iiave  been 
taken  and  approved  by  Parliament— -refledl,  compare,  and  ju4ge  i«r 
yourfelves. 

In  comparing  the  paft  with  the  prefent  iituation  of  public  affitis, 
one  only  confolationto  me  renmint,  that  of  being  able  to  affirt^  that*  of 
allthemeafurcs  which  have  proved  fo  ruinous  and  deftru^v^,  'thci^ltts 
been  no  one  which  1  have  net  refilled  to  the  very  utmoft  of  my  power/' 

Mr.  ADAM  rofeand  faid,  that  hq  differed  with  the  honourabk 
gentleman  who  made  the  motion.  He  did  not  think  this  was  a 
proper  time  to  enter  into  a  negociation ;  for  that  if  the  propo(al  <tf 
peace  were  even  to  come  at  this  moment  from  the  Fitnch  to  lls^  lie 


A.  1795.  DEBATES.  323 

ihould  nrach  doubt  whether  it  would  not  be  detrimental  to  our  in- 
teitAs  to  accept  it ;  and  even  intended  as  a  ferious  injury  to  us  if 
acceded  to.  He  had  the  greateft  confidence  in  the  exertions  of  our 
navy,  which,  he  doubted  not,  would  always  prove  the  fafeguard 
of  diis  nation.  He  faid  he  thought  the  l^onourabic  gentleman  who 
-fnade  the  motion  had  forgot  a  part  of  the  addrefs  of  the  Houfe  to 
His  Majefly,  which  he  defired  to  be  read.  (The  addrefs  was,  fo 
much  of  it,  read)  Mr.  Adam  then  faid,  he  thought  that  addrefs 
was,  and  ought  to  be,  a  direct  negative  upon  the  purport  of  the 
pictent  motion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  flated,  that  he  rofe  at  this  period  of  the 
debate,  as  he  was  extremely  defirous  of  taking  the  earlieft  oppor- 
tunity to  deliver  his  fentiments  On  the  prefent  important  quedion. 
Before,  however,  dating  the  grounds  of'his  pbjei^on  to  the  refo- 
lution  moved  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  propofmg  the 
amendment  which  he  meant  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  he  was  anx- 
ious that  they  rnight  be  fully  in  poiTeflion,  both  of  ^the  repeated 
declarations  of  His  Majel^,  and  the  fentiments  that  had  been 
cxprefled  by  Parliament  on  former  occafions^  For  this  purpofc, 
be  defired  tfie  clerk  to  read  a  paiTage  from  His  Majedy's  fpeech 
of  die  21  ft  of  January  1794,  and  the  anfwer  of  the  Houfe;  and 
iikewife  part  of  the  declaration  of  the  29th  Oflober,  1793,  and  the 
dcchration  of  the  20th  November  1793,  at  Toulon.  He  would 
take  the  liberty  to  adcrt  that  there  was  nothing,  either  in  the  fltua* 
tion  of  the  country  or  of  Europe,  that  ought  to  induce  them  in  the 
prelent  moment  to  depart  from  thofc  fentiments  repeatedly  delivered 
from  the  Throne  and  fanftioncd  bv  dut  Houfe— fentiments  with 
which  die  refolution  that  had  been  moved  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  entirely  inconfidcnt.  He  would  affirm  that  there 
was  nothing  in  the  prefent  iituadon  of  adairs  but  what  called  upon 
diem  to  repeat  their  finh  dctcrminadon  to  pcrfevcre  in  the  fame  lino 
of  condu£V,  and  to  dicw  their  convidlion  that  they  had  not,  on 
thofe  former  occaiions,  gone  beyond  the  fobcr  and  rational  principles 
to  which  they  were  invariably  bound  to  adhere.  But  that  they 
mi^t  be  in  podcflion  of  the  prccifc  nature  of  that  view  of  the 
queftion  to  which  he  Ihould  now  call  their  attention,  he  (ha^ld 
firft  read  to  diem  the  words  of  the  amendment,  wliich  he  meant 
to  propofe. 

Refelytd,  Aat  ander'the  prefent  circumftances,  thit  Hjufc  feels  xtfclf 
called  upon  to  declare  iu  determination  firmly  and  deadily  to  fupport 
ifis  Majefty  in  the  vigorous  profecution  of  the  pretent  jud  and  neceflary 
war,  as  a£irding  at  this  time  the  only  rcafonabic  expedlation  of  pcrma- 
WentfectiriCyTind  peace  10  thi*  country  ;  and  that  for  the  aitaiumcm  of 
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thefe  obje£ls»  this  Houfe  relies  with  equal  confidenee  on  HisMajefty'i 
intention  to  employ  vigoruufly  the  force  and  refources  of  the  country  in 
fupport  of  its  eiTcntial  interefts ;  and  on  the  deiire  uniformly  manifefied 
by  His  Majelly  to  effect  a  pacification  on  juft  and  honouraole  groundti 
with  any  Government  in  France,  under  whatei^er  fonn^  which  (hall  ap* 
pear  capable  of  maintaining  the  accuflomed  relaciona  of  peace  and  amity 
with  other  countries. 

It  appeared,  from  His  Majefty's  declarationiy  that  the  form  of 
Gbvemmcnt  with  which  it  would  be  deemed  preferable  to  treat  in 
France/  was  that  of  a  Monarchy.  He  believed  that  the  fentiment 
was  admitted  by  every  man,  that  the  moft  deHrable  confummatioR 
whidi  could  take  place  in  the  prcfent  difordcred  Aate  of  that  coun- 
try,  would  be  the  rc-cftabli(hment  of  Monarchy.  ,  For  this  pur- 
pofe,  it  was  thought  advifable  to  co-operate  with  all  thofe  in  France 
who  were  friendly  to  that  objeA,  with  a  view  to  employ  dieir  afliC- 
tance,  either  as  a  means  of  war  or  as  a  diannel  of  'peace,  and  to 
avail  ourfelves  of  any  opportunity  that  mig^t  ofler  to  fiicilitate  the 
reftoration  of  Monarchy.  The  language  adopted  in  thefe  declara- 
tions was  plain  and  explicit.  A  monarchial  Government  was  not 
held  out  as  the  ftne  qua  norij  without  trhich  no  peace  could  take 
place  between  the  two  countries  \  no  precife  form  of  Government 
was  pointed  out ;  no  defire  had  ever  been  expreffed  to  interfere  in 
the  internal  concerns  of  France,  till  it  became,  necelTary  for  us  to 
repel  aggreflion,  until  we  were  juftificd  by  every  maxim  of  expe- 
rience, and  every  principle  of  the  law  of  Nations,  in  oppofing  the 
progrcfs  of  a  fydcm  hoflile  to  the  intereds  of  tliis  country  and  fafetr 
of  Europe.  The  interference  which  was  held  out,  wais  only  fo  far 
as  it  was  neceffary  for  our  own  fccurity,  and  for  the  fafcty  rf  othe» 
nations.  His  Maje^  looked  at  the  French  Government  only  with 
Englifh  vicXvs,  and  for  Englifh  purpofes.  The  declarations  only 
went  to  the  point  of  the  eftablifhment  of  a  Government  with  which 
It  miglit  be  poflible  to  treat  with  that  reafonable  degree  of  fecuritj 
which  was  to  be  found  in  every  cxifting  fyftem,  with  the  exception 
only  of  the  new  and  unexampled  order  of  things  which  had  arifcn 
in  Fiance.  No  man,  looking  back  to  the  declarations  through  this 
medium,  could  f^il  to  acknowledge  fliat  tliey  were  nuide  upon  jaft 
principles,  and  from  a  view  of  the  ncccflity  of  the  cafe.  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  contended  that  no  form  of  Government 
wa^  neceflary  to  the  fccurity  of  peace ;  that  fecurity  was  to  be  found 
•nly  in  the  inArument  of  treaty.  We  were  to  treat  then,  without 
looking  to  the  charader  or  ftate  of  thofe  with  vihom  we  were  at 
war  ?  The  queftion  was,  Whct&er  we,  would  ocmCent  to  make 
peace  upon  terms  that  did  not  f^fFer  fccutity,  or  to  nraint^n  aconteft 
which  he  mud  allow  to  be  difficult  and  hazardous  }     The  juiiice 
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and  the  nfceffity  of  the  original  grounds  of  the  war  were  admittedi 
hj  fome  gentlemen  who  thought  it  advifable  to  treat  under  the  pre« 
fent  circumilances.  The  principles  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
fide  were  very  different.  They  denied  that  the  war  had  originated 
from  the  aggreflion  of  France^  or  had  been  juft  Or  necefTary  on  the 
part  of  this  country.  He  would  only  remark,  that  they  who  pro- 
poicd  fuch  principles  were  not  likely  to  bring  over  others  to  adopt 
their  oondufions.  Thofe  gentlemen  had  contended  that  it  was 
equally  proper  to  treat  in  the  days  of  Briflbt  and  Roberfpierre,  in 
thofe  periods  of  blood  and  confifcation,  as  under  the  prefent  fyfteni 
of  moderantifm.  There  was  no  one  moment  in  which  they  had  net 
held  the  fame  principle ;  as  if,  during  all  the  changes  which  had 
taken  place,  during  the  reign  of  terror  and  profcription,  there  had 
cxifted  in  France  a  Government  of  fufEcient  {lability,  of  fufficient 
conununity  of  intereft,  of  fufficient  moderation  of  fentimcnt,  as  to 
afibrd  to  this  country  a  rational  profped  ef  fecurity,  with  refpe^l  to 
any  treaty  into  which  it  might  enter.  There  were  two  objefls  to 
which  it  was  natural  to  look  firom  the  termination  of  war ;  the  firft 
was  fecurity  in  treating,  the  next  was  reparation  for  the  lofs  we  had 
incurred  ;  but  thegreateft,  and  that  which  fuperfeded  eveiy  queftioil 
of  reparation,  was  neceiTarily  the  attainment  of  fecurity.  Would 
any  nun  fay  that  this  object  could  be  looked  for  from  the  prefent 
Government  of  France  ?  Placed  in  a  fituation  the  reverfe  of  all 
exifting  Governments,  having  deftroycd  wliat  conftituted  the  bond 
of  all  (bciety,  diftindlion  of  clafTes  and  fecurity  of  property,  attempt->> 
ing  to  produce  an  equality  contrary  to  the  phyfical  inequality  of 
men  ^  and  to  that  artiticial  inequality  which  was  calculated  to  remedy 
the  defects  of  the  other,  was  this  fecurity  to  be  hoped  for  from  a 
Government  condrudcd  upon  fuch  principles,  and  avowing  its 
difpofition  to  propagate  thofe  principles  by  all  the  means  of  force 
and  of  ardfice,  employing  every  ftratagem  to  fcducc,  and  draining 
every  nerve  to  compel  odiers  into  an  imitation  of  its  own  example, 
und,  with  rcfpeA  to  this  country,  following  up  the  whole  by  an 
2&val  declaration  of  war  t  You  had  profcflcd  your  intentions  of 
obferving  the  mod  facrcd  neutrality.  To  that  neutrality  you  mod 
ftridly  adhered  ;  but,  indead  of  reaping  the  reward  of  your  mode- 
ration, indead  of  finding  tliofe  principles  of  innovation  and  anarchy 
working,  as  might  naturally  have  been  expeded,  their  own  de-*^ 
drudion,  they  had,  at  lad,  broke  loofe  and  forced  the  country 
into  the  war  in  which  it  was  now  engaged.  In  this  fituation  of 
things  would  it  be  rational,  or  a  comprehenfible  obje6t,  to  look  to 
a  date  of  fecurity  in  peace,  without  taking  into  confideration  t^c 
principles  which  had  produced  the  danger  r     The  whole  qucdiua 
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iHras  then  reduced  to  this  one  point  of  fecurity.     EtAer  die  ftate  of 
things  in  Fiance  mufi  have  become  fudi  as  to  aflord  a  gieater 
profpejl  of  foeurityy  or  the  preffurc  of  the  war  have  inocafcd  to 
fudi  a  degree,  as  to  render  it  eicpedicnt  to  treat  upon  2Stf  terms* 
War^  he  admitted  to  be  the  greatcft  of  all  evils  ;  a  ealaanty  never 
to  be  toleratedi  where  it  poQibly  could  be  avoided  byanyc^ceitions 
t>f  human  prudence.     The  qiieftion  was,  Whetlier  the  prefent  evil 
was  greater  than  the  rifque  to  be  incurred  by  treating  foe  peace? 
For  perfons  to  imagine  that  they  could  ex^ore  the  fecvcta  of  Plpovi^ 
4cnce,  pronounce  what  might  be  the  event  of  future  opcnukns,  or 
'determine  ft>  what  point  they  might  be  able  to  contend,  he  con- 
ceived to  be  the  hei^t  of  prefumption.     He  affirmed  diat  it  was 
improper  to  treat  in  the  prefent  moment,  unlefs  gendemen  were 
prepared  to  lay  down  the  general  propoiition,  that  the  iiiternal  ftke 
of  die  country  with  which  we  were  at  war  formed  no  port  of  oor 
confideration.     It  mi^t  be  aflced,  then,  in  ^rtiat  fiate  would  it  be 
proper  to  treat  i     In  deciding  upon  that  qucfiion,  he  would  firft 
judge,  from  all  the  circumftances  before  him,  whcd^er  it  was  ex- 
pedient to  enter  into  treaty  ?     And,  fccondly,  from  the  gcnendl 
principle,  not  looking  to  the  particular  form,  whether  it  was  a 
Government  of  fuch  a  fort  as  afforded  a  reafonable  propped  of  fe- 
curity  ?     The  prefent  date  of  the  French  Government  was  fuch  as, 
in  his  mind,  rendered  a  vigorous  profecution  of  the  war  preficrabk 
to  any  attempt  to  ncgociatc.     When  he  was  aiked,  widi  what  ibrt 
of  fyftem  he  ihould  chufe  to  treat  ?     He  would  look  to  its  probable 
authority  and  (lability  ;  and  he  ih6uld  ha<re  little  hefitarion  to  rejed 
all  propofitions  to  treat  with  a  fyftem  that,  fo  far  from  prodticing  a 
fiable  Grvemment,  had  only  produced  a  con(hnt  feries  of  revolu- 
tions, which  had  now  been  fofpendcd  for  but  litde  more  than  fix 
months.     Previous  to  that  period,  wc  had  witnefled  the  fell  of 
Brilfot  quickly  fuccecded  by  that  of  Roberfpierre,*  and  paving  the 
way  for  the  prefent  fyftem  of  moderantifm.     At  each  of  thcfe  pe- 
riods, the  gentlemen  on  the  other  tide  had  called  for  peace ;  they 
had  referred  to  the  objcA  of  fccurity  as  equally  to  be  obtained  und^ 
the  reign  of  Briflfot  and  of  Robcrfpierrc ;  they  had  held  them  out  as 
perfcms  with  whom  it  was  proper  to  treat,  even  when  diey  were 
approaching  to  the  period  of  their  extindion.     If  fuch  had  been  d)e 
general  (late  of  France,  what  was  the  ground  of  fuppofing  the  pre- 
fent party  to  be  podciled  of  more  ftrength,  or  to  promife  more  fta- 
b'lity  than  thofe  of  Britfot  and  Robcrfpierre,  by  which  they  had 
b^en  preceded  ?     Was  the  manner  in  which  the  pride  and  pdTions 
of  the  populace  had  been  found  to  work  upon  the  principle  of  the 
formex  Government  likely  to  give  much  permanence  to  die  pre&nt 
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Sf&tm  1  Was  it  a  fuffidcnt  ground  of  tnift  diat  tbey  bad  been  ftc" 
months  railing  at  a  fydeni  of  cruelty  of  which  they  had  been  die 
juincipal  inilruxnents  ;  that  they  held  out  a  mere  name  of  modenu- 
lion ;  or  had  thought  proper  fomewhat  to  relax  from  the  rigour  of 
the  mcafures  formerly  purfued  i  The  degree  of  their  moderation 
could  be  eftimated  only  irom  comparifim ;  they  fiiU  retained  the 
fyAem  of  the  revolutionary  ts^ibunals,  not  varied  in  principkj  how* 
ever  in  mode  and  degree  they  might  have  departed  from  the  atroctly 
of  the  fanguinary  proceedings  under  the  reign  of  R6berfpi;9nc.  The 
only  ground  of  their  fiability  was  derived  from  public*  apintoii. 
How  that  operated,  had  been  Aated  by  a  noble  Lord  (Moroington) 
at  iht  beginning  of  laft  fcfliony  with  a  force  of  laiigu^ge  imd  of 
argument  which  had  made  too  flrongan  impreffion  upon  the  minds 
of  thofe  who  heard  him  to  be  readily  forgotten.  He  had  then  moft 
clearly  (hewed  the  iufluence  of  public  opinion,  as  unfavourable  |o 
die  permanence  of  the  Government,  and  paving  the  way  for  its 
deftnidlion.  He  ihould  now  look  at  the  means  of  revenue  which 
die  French  pofleflsd  for  carrying  on  the  war.  Within  the  laft  yeskr 
and  a  hal^  their  confifcations  had  amounted  to  no  lefs  a  fum  than 
three  hundred  millions.  But  by  what  means  had  this  extraordinaiy 
fum  been  raifed  ?  Nor  from  the  fiirthcr  appropriation  of -tbeeffeds 
of  the  exiled  nobility  or  the  proprietors  of  land  who  had  •emigraled, 
but  fay  treating  as  giulty  all  thofe  who  were  poflefled  of  landed  pto^ 
perty  and  had  remained  in  the  country-  Whether  tlie  charge  of 
.guilt  upon  which  that  confifcation  had  been  gmunded, :  bad  been 
£ifcly  or  truly  applied,  it  equally  made  for  his  aigument ;  fince  in 
the  one  point  of  view,  it  afforded  a  ftmng  proof  of  the  oppecflion  of 
the  Government,  and  in  the  other,  oi  the  diviiion  of  fentiment 
among,  the  people.  It  would  appear,  then,  what  weight  was  due 
to  the  ailertion,  that  all  the  French  were  united  in  one  caufe,  when 
the  great  refources  by  which  they  had  been  able  to  carry  on  die  war 
bad  been  derived  almoft  entirely  from  die, fund  of  ooniifcation  and 
profcripdon*  and  had  been  the  fruits  ^4  harvc(t  of  the  bloody  maf- 
iacres  which  had  marked  the  diderent  periods  of  their  revdution. 
If  thcfe  had  hidierto  formed  its  principal  refources,  In  renouncing 
the  fytem  of  Roberfpierre,  the  preXcnt  Government  had  crippled 
their  power  ofadtion,  and  deprived  tbemfelves  of  the  means  of 
exerdon.  What  was  the  fiate  of  their  agriculture  and  commerce  i 
As  fome  remarks  had  been  made  on  the  authorities  from  whidi  he 
*had  drawn  his  former  Aattmcnts,  hcb<!gged  to  fay,  that :  the  itpor^ 
ters  to  whom  he  now  appealed  were  not  thofe  who  oould  have  any 
good  will  to  him.  By  the  declarations  of  their  own  leaders,  and 
the  reports  of  their  own  Committees, .  be  was  juftificd  in  adertiug 
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that  agriculture  was  cxtinguiihed  and  commerce  annihilated.     If 
^again  they  looked  at  the  general  courfe  of  jufticc,  notwithihnding 
'the  dreadful  cruelties  committed  through  die  medium  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary Committee,  that  Committee  was  ftill  allowed  to  fubliA, 
'  the  very  exiftence  of  which  could  not  but  be  regarded  by  the  people 
-as  an  intolerable  grievance.     If  they  looked  at  the  ftate  of  rdigion, 
he  would  not  fay  that  they  ought  not  to  treat  with  them  becaufc  rhcy 
'  were  a  nation  of  athcifts ;  God  forbid  that  he  (hould  include  the  great 
body  of  the  people  under  that  dcfcpption ;  he  could  not  fuppofe  that 
men  who  had  fo  readily  renounced  the  religion  of  their  fathers,  and 
forgotten  all  die  principles  in  which  they  had  been  educated,  had 
fo  completely  cxtinguiflied  the  feelings  of  nature,  and  fubducd  die 
impreflions  of  confcicnce ;  but  in  that  boafted  land  of  liberty  tf^cy 
no  longer  allowed  even  freedom  of  confcicnce  or  toleration  to  reli- 
gious fentiment.     A  propofition  had  been  made  again  to  tolerate  die 
Chri(Kan  religion ;  they  immediately  paffed  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
•while  they  teftificd  the  utnioft  cagcmefs  to  inftitute  a  fct  of  Pagan 
teftivals,  that  by  introdocing  new  cuftoms,  they  might  completely 
•efface  theimpfefTion  of  former  principles.     He  afked  whether  thcfc 
were  not  circumftances  which  might  affect  probable  ftability  of  the 
Government  under  which  they  exifted  ?     He  again  aifcrtcd  tiiat 
.the  very  pcrfons  at  the  head  of  that  Government,  had  thcmfelvrs 
•been  the  leading  inftruments  of  the  cruelties  cxercifed  under  Ac 
ianguinary  reign  of  Roberfpierre,     He  affirmed,  that  fince  the  laft 
.Cleans  of  terror  had  been  abandoned,  inftead  of  any  apparent  una- 
•aimity,  there  exifted,  on  the  contrary,  the  greatcft  confufion,  di- 
.ftraiftioQ  and  diforder.  He  did  not  fay  that  the  prcfent  Government 
.of  France  muft  ncceffarily  fall ;  he  did  not  fay  that  they  were  ca- 
pable of  no  melioration  ;  or  that  by  adopting  a  more  juft,  prudent, 
.  and  rtioderate  courfe,  they  might  not  recommend  themfelvcs  to  the 

*  affedion  and  confidence  of  the  people  ;  he  only  faid,  that  the  period 
of  fuch  a  change  had  not  yet  arrived,  and  that  before  we  could  ex- 
pecS  to  treat  with  fecurity,  we  ought  at  leaft  to  wait  for  the  return 
of  fuch  circumftances  as  would  afford  us  a  moral  J)robability  of  fuc- 
ccfs.  Bcfides,  even  if  wc  were  difpofed  to  treat,  what  affurancc 
had  wc  of  their  pacific  difpofitions  towards  tliis  country  ?  Had  wc 
not,  on  the  contrary,  reafon  to  believe,  from  palpable  inference, 
and  from  the  teftimony  of  fa6ts,  that  they  were  ftill  afluated  by  a 
^irit  of  hoftility  to  all  regal  Government,  and  particularly  to  that 

•  of  England  ?  Had  wc  not  reafon  to  believe,  that  if  they  ftiould  be 
induced  to  negociate  in  the  prefent  moment,  they  would  treat  with 
no  other  view  than-  to  their  own  advantage  and  the  ruin  of  this 
country  i »   Their  fyftem  held  out  an  univcrfal  code,  by  which  thdf 
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own  was  rcprefcnted  as  the  only  lawful  government,  arfd  every 
other  form  profcribed  as  unlawful.  Such  was  the  ground  upon 
which  they  had  undertaken  the  war.'  Could  they  be  fuppofed  to 
be  weary  of  carrying  it  on,  except  from  the  difficulties  wliich  they 
might  have  experienced  in  the  profecution  ? 

They  had  ftatcd  that  tKey  delired  peace  with  fome  Powers,  •  only 
in  order  to  ruin  otiiers,  and  afterwards  involve  in  the  fame  deftruc- 
tion  thofe  ver\'  Powers  to  whom  they  fliould  be  difpofed  to  grant  a 
Ihort-lived  tranquillity.  They  would  cxcrcife  their  moderation  to 
Holland,  and  rcfervc  their  vindictive  principles  for  Great  Britain. 
Could  fuch  difpofitions  either  give  fecurity  to  peace,  or  render  it  of 
long  continuance  ?  It  had  been  ftated,  that  the  decree  of  the  iQth 
of  November  had  been  repealed.  He  did  not  know  that  this  was 
the  cafe  ;  but  a  decree  had  been  paffed,  of  the  1 3th  of  April,  mak* 
ing  it  death  for  any  man  to  propofe  a  peace  with  a  nation,  unlefs  it 
(hall  firft  acknowledge  the  Republic  of  France  One  and  Indivifible, 
upon  the  principles  of  Liberty  and  Equality.  They  were  not  merely 
fatisfied  with  a  praftical  acknowledgement  defaSfo  ;  they  required 
an  acknowledgement  of  principle  de  jure.  If  thofe  principles  were 
admitted  to  be  of  univerfal  application,  were  they  to  be  excluded 
from  any  other  State,  or  could  they  be  admitted,  without  at  the 
fame  time  an  acknowledgement  of  the  ufurpation  and  injufticc  of 
every  other  Government  ?  Such  was  the  preliminary  which  muft 
ever  precede  a  propofal  to  treat ;  and  if  peace  fhould  be  made,  (he 
would  lay  afide  the  confid^ration  of  the  terms,  though  in  proportion 
to  their  acceflion  of  territory,  they  might  be  expedJed  to  rife  in  their 
demands)  were  tliey  prepared  to  look  to^the  fituation  of  laying  open 
the  country  to  all  the  emiffaries  of  France,  to  renew  thofe  attempts 
againft  theexifting  Government  in  which  they  had  been  fo  aftive 
previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  war  ?  The  honourable  gentle- 
man contended  that  there  exifted  no  danger  from  any  internal  com- 
motion. Did  he  fuppofe  that  there  was  nothing  to  awaken  and  re- 
kindle the  embers  of  that  fcL6lion  which  he  conceived  to  be  extin- 
guiflied  r  If  fuch  were  the  cafe,  it  was  evident  th?it  the  Houfe,  from 
their  late  condudt,  did  not  agree  in  that  feeling.  If  then  a  peace 
were  to  be  made,  it  would  produce,  not  a  ftate  of  confidence  and 
tranquillity,  but  of  vigilance  and  fufpicion.  Were  the  country  to 
difarm,  few,  he  fuppofed,  would  be  inclined  to  approve  of  that  aU 
ternative  ;  on  the  other  hand,  they  could  not  remain  armed  without 
giving  up  in  a  certain  degree,  that  pitch  of  force,  to  which  they  had 
brought  the  exertions  of  the  country,  and  retaining  an  cftabliftiment 
burdenfome  to  peace  and  inefFe£lua,l  to  war.  It  was  impoflTible  for 
any  human  bcingj  in  tlie  prefent  clrcumdances^  to  fuppofe  a  ftate  of 

VoL.XL.  Uu 


33<J!  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1795* 

fettled  p^ace ;  it  muft  be  :i>  date  cf  watching  each  other,  of  inquie' 
tude,  of  diftruft>  merely  a  (hoit  truce,  a  ftate  of  partial  ina^vitf 
and  interrupted  repofe.   In  fuch  a  peace  there  could  be  no  fecurity ; 
it  was  expofcd  to  fo  much  hazard^  doubt,  and  danger,  that  no  man 
could  poflfibly  look  to  it,  except  the  exhaufted  ftate  of  our  refouiccs 
was  fuch  as  to  exclude  the  poflTibility  of  farther  exertion.     The 
queftion  was  not,  whether  we  fliould  make  our  option  between 
peace  and  war,  but  whether  we  (hould  make  our  option  between  a 
war  attended  with  great  difficulties  and  confiderable  prefltire,  and 
,  a  peace  without  fecurity  i  He  would  now  fay  a  few  wards  with  le- 
fpe£t  to  what  die  honourable  gentleman  had  fhted  of  the  relative  fi* 
tuation  of  the  two  counties.     He  had  contended  diat  die  feCburccs 
of  France  were  not  exhaufted,  while  he  magnified  them  as  fo  extra* 
ordinary  and  fo  difficult  to  be  borne.     But  that  honourable  gentle* 
man,  who  f^rept  off  millions  from  the  Expenditure  of  France,  had 
added  them  with  a^  rough  a  hand  to  the  account  of  diis  country. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  flated  the  expences  of  the  two 
years  of  the  war  1793  and  1794,  to  amount  to  about  twenty-five 
iniilions,  and  the  capital  to  be  created  to  about  thirty.    Thb  calcu- 
lation differed  from  the  flatement  which  had  been  made  by  die  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  who  had  fet  down  the  expences  of  the  war  at 
lixty,  and  the  capital  at  feventy  millions  only,  in  order  to  (hew  that 
we  had  now  come  to  a  fituation  in  which  our  refources  would  no 
longer  fervc  us  to  carry  on  the  war.     But  what  was  the  rcfult  of  the 
comparifon  ?  While  we,  during  thefe  two  years,  had  been  fpendii^ 
tfiirty  millions,  the  Expenditure  of  the  French,  even  firom  their  own 
ftatement,  amounted  to  not  lefs  dian  two  hundred  and  fUty.     The 
means  from  which  this  immenfe  expenditure  had  been  fupplied,  had 
been  attended  with  the  defolation  of  die  interior  of  the  countiy,  the 
extinction  of  agriculture,  and  the  annihilation  of  commerce.     In 
diefe  circumifamces,  could  they  be  fuppofed  to  be  able  to  fpcnd  two 
hundred  and  fifty  millions  more  eafily  dun  we  thirty  ?     To  fuch  a 
degree  had  the  difcount  upon  their  paper  increafed,  that  one  dme 
it  loft  eighty-five  per  cent.     The  honourable  gentleman  faid,  you 
had  been  told  the  fame  thing  laft  year,  and  that  therefore  no  atten- 
tion was  to  be  paid  to  this  fort  of  reafoning.     Was  this  to  be  ctm- 
fidercd  as  a  fair   inference  i   Was  it  poflible  that  a  country  (hould 
be  able  to  profecutc  a  war  where  the  rcfbuices  by  which  k  was  fap- 
ported,  were  rapidly  decaying,  though  at  die  fiunc  time,  this  opid 
decay  might  form  no  conclufivc  argument  as  to  any  prdcife  period  at 
which  thofe  refources  fhould  be  entirely  exhaufted  ?  No  biflttant  fdc- 
ccfs,  no  acquifition  of  territory,  was  fufficient  to  compenfate  diis  in- 
ternal decay  <rf  refources.    The  honourable  gqitleoun  had  ftated  t^ 
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immcnfe  extent  of  die  French  empire,  from  ihe  Bsdtk  to  Oibralcar» 
and  after  having  afTigned  it  fuch  enormcn»  limits,  had  with  no  great 
advaMsce  to  his  ami  pofition,  afiirmed  it  at  the  fame  time,  to  be 
ccMidenfed  and  concentrated.  The  balance  of  refourca  was  as  much 
in  our  fovour  againft  France,  as  the  balance  of  acquilitions  was  if^ 
the  fivour  of  France  againft  odier  countries. 

There  were  two  or  three  odier  points,  on  which  he  wished  to 
touch.  It  might  be  aflced,  what  force  we  had  to  oppofc  to  that  of 
France  t  He  would  an(wcr,  an  incitafed  force  on  die  part  of  this 
countif.  It  had  been  ftated  by  their  own  leaders,  either  that  the 
French  force  now  on  foot  muft  be  diminifhed,  or  that  their  efforts 
muft  becxhaufted.  It  would  probably  depend  on  the  refolution  and 
&rmne6  of  that  Houfe,  whether  the  Emperor  might  not  be  enabled 
to  bring  fuch  a  force  into  the  field,  as  would  render  it  impofTible  for 
the  French  to  relax  in  their  exerdons.  He  adverted  to  a  mode  of 
quefiioning  adopted  by  the  other  fide.  One  gentleman  afked,  Whe« 
thcr  we  expeded  a  countcr-revdudon  ?  Another,  Whether  we  Hill 
hoped  to  be  able  to  conquer  France  ?  And,  a  diird,  When  we  in- 
tended to  march  to  P^s  i  He  remarked  that  ridicule  had  unjuftly 
been  attached  to  this  laft  expreflion  of  his  honourable  friend,  Mr. 
Jenkinfen,  who  at  the  dme  that  he  made  ufe  of  it,  exprefsly  fhted 
the  apprcfaenfions  of  the  Convendon,  that  the  combined  armies 
mi^be  able  topenetrate  to  Paris ;  and  what  to  diem  was  a  ground 
of  fear,  was  to  us  certainly  a  pound  of  hope.  By  a  mode  of  ar^ 
going,  not  tmufuai  with  gentlemen  on  the  other  Isde,  who  firft  ftate 
pofitions  in  order  that  thqr  afterwards  may  combat  them,  Miniflers 
had  been  charged  with  looking  to  the  eonqoeft  of  Franee.  They 
had  never  held  out  any  fuch  objedr;  they  had  only  profefled  their 
hope  c^  making  fuch  an  impreffion  upon  die  interior  of  that  country 
as  might  lead  to  a  fecure  and  flable  peace ;  and  of  being  able,  by 
the  affiftance  of  thofe  well-difpofed  perfons  who  were  enemies  to  the 
prefent  fyftem,  to  efhblifh  a  government  honounMe  to  fhem  and  fafe 
to  ourielves.  If  a  change  had  taken  place  in  the  government  of 
France,  wUeh  rendered  it  more  expedient  for  us  to  treat  in  the 
pident  than  at  a  former  perkxi,  he  would  afk  if  nothing  had  been 
gained  i  We  were  now  in  a  fituadon  lefs  remote  from  that  in  whidi 
we  might  be  able  10  treat  widi  fecurity.  it  had  been  urged  that 
we  QQf^  to  have  let  France  sOone.  What  was  the  confequence  of 
neutrality  but  to  produce  aggrcffion  ?  But  now  that  war  had  been 
two  years  carried  on,  the  detefhble  fyftem  of  their  Government  had 
fubiided  into  a  ftate  of  lefs  fls^nt  atrocity.  It  had  been  faid  that 
all  France,  to  a  man,  was  united  for  a  Repqblic.  What  was  meant 
by  d)epbiafe  of  a  Republic?  Was  it  merely  a  name  at  the  top  c^  ^ 
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Ihect  of  paper  ?  Was  their  defire  of  a  Rq)ublic  to  be  gathered  from 
their  rubmiflion  to  the  tyranny  of  Roberfpicrre  ?  Was  their  unani- 
mity to  he  inferred  from  the  numerous  profcriptions  and  mafl^res 
of  Federalifts  and  Royalifts?  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  pro- 
ceeded to  recapitulate  the  general  grounds  on  which  he  had  oppofcd 
the  original  rcfolution,  and  the  motives  from  which  he  had  been  in- 
duced to  bring  forward  this  amendment.    Peace  Was  not  obftmfted 
by  any. form  of  Government  ;*  but  by  a  confideration  of  the  inter- 
nal drcumftances  of  France.    He  remarked  that  there  had  been  ^t 
mifconftrud^ions  and  mifconceptions  with  refpeA  to  what  he  bad 
flatcd  on  former  occafions  to  be  his  fentiments,  as  to  the  re*-cftabU(h- 
mcnt  of  Monarchy,  which  he  by  no  means  wiihed  to  be  conlidcred 
ds  a  Jine  qua  non  to  the  attainment  of  peace,  and  therefore  he  had 
not  contented  himfelf  with  barely  negativing  the  refolution,  but  had 
been  induced  in  the  amendment  to  fubftitute  that  language  which, 
in  his  mind,  it  became  Parliament  to  employ,  as  beft  adapted  to 
the  fubjecl.     There  was  one  other  confideration  to  which  he  fliould 
advert,  namely,  thit  the  attempt  to  treat,  though  not  likely  to  be 
fucccfsful,  would  yet  he  attended  with  advantage,  both  in  France  and 
this  country.     In  France  it  was  urged  it  would  at  leaft  have  the  ef- 
fect to  (hew  that  .we  were  difpofed  to  treat.    If  it  were  wife  to  treat, 
this  certainly  would  be  an  advantage ;  but  fuch  a  conduS,  inflead 
of  forwarding  peace,  would  only  be  productive  of  danger,  it  would 
lead  to  a  propofition  of  terms  from  France,  dated  by  its  recent  acqui- 
fitions,  which  it  would  be  impoiTible  for  this  country  to  accept. 
And  he  trufted  tliat  his  honourable  firicnd  (Mr.  Wilbcrforce),  who 
had,  he  conceived,  gone  too  far  in  his  proportions  with  rcfped  to 
peace  on  a  former  occafion,  would  be  convinced,  upon  his  own 
principles,  that  as  the  difficulty  increafed,  any  propoiidon  to  treat 
in'  tl>e  prefent  moment  would  have  the  cfFeft  to  encourage  die  cnc- 
my,  and  to  bury  the  remains  of  oppofition  in  France.    In  this  coun- 
try it  would  have  the  eflfcd  to  fink  the  fpirit  of  the  people,  and  to 
tell  them  that  it  was  right  to  look  for  peace,  though  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  look  for  fecurity  ;  it  would  be  to  infinuate  a  doubt  of  rficir 
zeal,  energy  and  courage,  and  to  add  to  the  deprcflfion  already  pro- 
duced by  a  fucceflTion  of  misfortunes  and  a  ferics  of  mifreprefcntations. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  if  his  propofition  to  treat 
ihould  not  in  the  event  be  fuccefsful,  he  would  then  fupport  the  war. 
Vpon  what  ground  could  he  fupport  a  war  which  he  had  in  the  firft 
inftancc  conceived  to  be  neither  ncccffary  nor  juft  ?  But  till  the  pe- 
riod fhould  arrive  at  which  it  would  be  pofTible  to  treat  with  a  ra- 
tional profpea  of  fecurity,  and  a  degree  of,  at  lead,  probable  ad- 
vantage, he,  ^qd  thofc  who  thought  with,  hun,  nuift  continue  to 
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fupport  a  war,  of  the  juftice  and  neceflity  of  which  they  were  firmly 
perfuadcd,  and  which  they  could  not,  in  the  prefcnt  moment,  aban-  ' 
don  without  g^  facrifice  of  their  opinion,  their  ctofiftency,  and  their 
honour. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  faid,  that  he  knew  of  no  regular  form 
of  Government  in  France,  to  induce  us  to  negociate  with  them  for 
the  purpofe  of  peace.  If  any  country  in  the  world  ought  to  be  averfe 
to  dilhonourable  peace,  furely  this  was  the  country,  in  poffeffion  of' 
abundant  refources,  while  France  wa^  completely  exhauftcd.  In 
the  firft,  fecond,  and  third  rcquifitions,  of  that  furious  people,  they 
forced  up  all  the  internal  ftrength  and  property  in  fuch  a  manner^ 
that  not  all  their  plunder,  even  the  riches  of  Holland,  would  ever 
be  able  to  counter-balance  it.  The  French  armies  had  been  hither- 
to colledled  by  terror,  and,  as  they  had  now  difarmed  themfclvasof 
that  weapon,  they  could  not  colleft  fuch  armies  in  future.  He  was 
always  for  a  declaration  fuch  as  the  an^endment  contained ;  and  la- 
mcnted  that  a  declaration  had  not  been  made  fooner.  There  could 
be  no  analogy  between  the  American  war,  a  war  with  our  own  fub- 
jcfts,  and  the  prefent  war.  The  French,  who  went  to  aflift  the 
Americans,  had  brought  back-  with  them  all  the  principles  of  the 
anarchy  which  they  afterwards  introduced  into  their  own  country. 
The  way  in  which  the  original  motion  was  put  did  not  altogether 
coincide  with  his  fentimcnts,  but  neverthelefs  he  (hould  have  been 
inclined  radier  to  have  given  his  vote  for  it,  all  ciitumftances  con- 
fidered,  than  to  have  given  it  an  abfolute  negative.  But  the  amend- 
ment which  had  been  propofed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleinan 
who  had  juft  fat  down,  fo  perfedly  accorded  with  hiis  ideas,  that  he 
was  happv  in  having  the  honour  of  feconding  it. 

Mr.  T.  W.  COKE  declared  himfelf  an  advocate  for  peace,  let 
the  propofition  come  from  whom,  or  in  what  (hape  \t  might. 
Every  man  in  this  country  he  believed  to  be  fo,  except  the  immedi- 
ate conne<5ions  aiid  dependents  of  Minifters,  contraftors  and  jobbers, 
who  profited  by  the  war.  For  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  it  they  had 
only  the  Minifter's  affertion,  which  the  Houfe  ought  not  to  take  for 
proof.  The  people  had  been  deluded  into  an  approbation  of  the  war 
in  the  firft  inftance,  but  had  at  length  feen  their  error.  The  Mini* 
fter,  he  hoped,  did  not  take  his  information  that  the  war  was  popu- 
lar from  a  right  honourable  gentleman  near  him  (Mr.  Windham.) 
If  he  did,  tliat  gentleman  would  foon  be  able  to  inform  him,  that 
the  people  of  Norwich  were  agaifift  the  war.  Indeed,  all  tlic  peo- 
ple in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  felt  the  danger  to  which  the  coaft  was 
expofed  by  the  French  getting  poffeffion  of  Holland,  and  wiflied  for 
peace.     Tlip  experiment  of  trying  to  obtain  if  could  do  noharm^ 
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and  might  do  mtich  gftod.  If  it  (hould  £ii],  the  ecnfequence  woM 
be  mtidng  the  heart  and  hand  of  every  Engli(hmAn  for  a  y^oioiit 
pAifecution  of  the  war»  Any  propofition  tending  to  accelaate  yeace^ 
ihould  have  his  fupport,  without  regard  to  perfonal  attachments* 
H€y#  great  his  dttadhmtnt  was  to  a  right  honourable  gentleman, 
(Mn  Fox)  whofe  Counfds,  if  followed,  would  have  (aved  the 
opuntry  from  the  lofs  and  difgrace  in  which  it  had  been  involved, 
he  had  no  need  to  ftate  upon  this  occafion.  Of  that  great  and  illuf* 
triousftatefman,  the  manly  mind  and  ui(irivalled  taknts  were  known 
to  the  Houfe,  and  to  the  Public,  and  rendered  fiill  more  confpicu- 
OHs  by  his  difinterefled  condud,  in  times  of  general  corruption* 
The  day  was  tiot  iar  diibnt,  when  he  would  be  called  upon  by  die 
puUic  Voice,  to  fave  the  nation  from  the  calamities  wiucb  the  mif* 
condtidt  of  others  threatened  to  bring  upon  k. 

Mr*  YORKE  faid  the  honourable  gentleman  who  moved  the 
psefent  qudtion,  contended,  that  the  exi(iing  Government  of  Frame 
wght  not  to  hinder  our  n^ociation  for  peace.  Two  queftions  na* 
tutally  rife  out  of  this-— -Firft,  Whedfier  any  peace  that  can  be  had 
from  France,  in  the  prefent  pofture  of  affairs,  can  be  good,  fo  as 
to  give  us  hopes  of  its  duration  ?  Second,  Whedier  in  our  overtures 
of  peace  we  «re  likely  to  fneet  fuccefs  at  all  i  The  honourable  gen- 
tieman  was  not  a  greater  advocate  for  peace  than  be  Dras.  He  gave 
his  vote  for  Mr.  Pitt's  amendment,  and  he  never  gave  a  vote  with 
greater  pleafure  in  his  life ;  becaufe  he  not  only  thought  the  war  juft 
and  neoeflary,  but  the  moft  fo  of  any  war  that  ever  tve  were  engaged 
in*  He  muft  at  the  fame  time  fey,  that  it  has  been  mifrepic&nted, 
and  that  circnmilance  has  led  the  people  aftray  with  regard  to  its  ob- 
y&.  The  people  conceive  the  objed  to  be  the  reftoration  of  Mo* 
narchy  in  France.  The  objed  of  the  war,  he  contended,  was  fecu* 
rity,  and  the  bringing  that  deluded  people,  the  Frend)>  to  their 
Tight  fenfes.  The  prefent  fyftem  of  France  aimed  at  die  difibludon 
of  all  foreign  powers :  no  fecurity  can  be  then  had  with  fuch  a  Go- 
v^mmentr  How  great  the  (lupidity  and  infatuation !  Europe  td 
look  tamely  on,  and  let  fuch  a  ftate  flourifti  to  their  own  diffolution ! 
Can  the  Stales  of  Germany  foe  France  in  th^  pofleflion  of  fuch  ex-* 
tent  of  terHtory^  and  not  force  her  to  retire  into  herfdf  ?  But  again, 
if  we  consider  the  reduced  ftate  of  the  inta*nal  afiatrs  of  the  French, 
we  (hall  obforve  them  on  the  brink  of  ruin.  Let  us  take  care  tfien 
whether  by  fuch  a  vote  we  do  not  give  France  refources  for  aaotber 
campaign,  by  increa(ing  the  value  of  affignats  ?  With  regard  to  die 
French  fyftem,  it  was  faid  to  be  changed  ?  No  diange  of  fyftem^ 
that  can  f^vc  any  reafonable  hopes  to  the  Uoufe,  in  fuch  a  negociation, 
had  taken  j^ace.     Tt^cy  call  dikcmfclve^  Modcratift^i  but  it  is  only 
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a  pretext  to  cover  their  deligns.  Will  ^^y  one  by,  that  ifi  tomm 
future  ^me,  this  revolutionary  Government  may  not,  did  we  accede 
to  any  pacific  accommodations^  feize  the  opportunity  when  our  flcett 
and  (hips  are  fcattered  abroad  again,  to  begin  hoftilities.  His  idea 
wasy  that  the  French  Republic  was  a  military  fiate ;  and  unleiswe 
eounterad  and  cru(h  this  monflfer,  by  a  grand  alliance,  he  feared  if 
would  over-run  all  Europe.  With  fuch  a  vaft  revenue,  fuch  a 
powerful  navy,  and  refources  of  all  kinds,  ou^  we  to  degrade  dia 
fpirit  of  our  anceftors,  and  adopt  the  expedient  of  fuing  for  peace} 
Let  us  compare  the  confequences  of  the  prefent  war,  with  thofe  of 
the  Anoerican  war.  Are  any  of  our  territories  captured  ?  Is  our  trade 
injured  ?  In  the  prefent  ftru^le,  we  might  rely  with  confidence  oa 
our  powerful  navy,  and  brave  foldiers ;  and  the  conteA  would,  he 
hoped,  in  the  end,  be  crowned  with  fuccefs. 

Mr.  POWYS  faid  that  all  the  arguments  had  been  fo  entlidf 
cxhaufted  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  herofe  not  to 
attempt  repeating  any  of  them,  but  to  declare  his  opinion  more  ex- 
plicitly than  by  a  filcnt  vote.  They  who  had  taken  an  ad\ive  part 
in  fupporting  the  war  at  its  commencement,  ought  not  now  to 
ihrink  from  their  former  opinions,  bccaufe  the  fuccefs  hid  not  been 
equal  to  their  hopes.  He  complimented  Mr.  Grey  on  the  extraor- 
dinary candour  with  which  he  had  brought  forward  his  motion  ;  but 
faid  he  was  fo  dull  a^  not  to  comprehend  the  definite  meaning  of 
the  words,  or  the  confequences  expefled  from  it,  if  it  were  to  be 
adopted.  The  Houfe  had  ufed  no  term  fo  ftrong  as  that  the  cxlft- 
cnce  of  the  prefent  Government  of  France,  if  the  name  of  Govern- 
ment was  not  difgraced  by  being  fo  applied,  ought  to  preclude  a 
negodation.  Its  exigence  was  only  an  obftacle  to  n^ociation,  al- 
though an  obftacle,  in  his  opinion,  infurmountable  at  prefent  Gen- 
men  who  talked  of  propofing  peace,  ought  to  ibite  what  terms  of 
peace,  if  rejeded  by  France,  would  unite  every  hand  and  heart  ii» 
this  country.  He  admitted  that  there  was  no  near  profpedl  of  fuc- 
eefii ;  but  that  had  always  been  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  oppofed  the 
war,  and  wanted  this  country  to  yAn  hands  in  amity  with  hands  im- 
bnied  in  the  blood  of  their  Sovereign.  The  Dutdi  had  attempted 
10  negociate  for  peace,  and  while  they  were  attempting  it  their  coun- 
try had  been  over-run.  He  (hould  be  forry  to  apply  har(h  terms 
to  an  unfortunate  ally,  but  the  iofs  of  Holland,  he  feared,  was  to 
be  imputed  to  a  mean  and  mercenary  fpirit  of  calculation.  He  in- 
fifted  duit  the  war  was  a  conteft  for  our  exigence  as  a  nation,  and 
fbalt  were  our  refources  to  fail,  we  muft  ftill  continue  it,  although 

(hould  be  aUc  to  do  nothing  but  bite  with  our  teeth. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  (bitcd  that  the  debate  had  chiefly  turned 
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on  two  points,  on  bothofwhichTie  fhould  feel  it  neccflary  to  trouble 
the  Houfe  for  a  few  moments  :  firft,  the  general  fubjed,  whether 
the  exiftcnce  of  the  prefent  form  of  Government  in  France  ought 
alone  to  preclude  a  peace  with  France,  if  it  could  be  efFcclcd  on 
fair  and  honourable  terms  :  and  fecondly,  the  quedion  had  been  ar- 
gued, as  involving  what  had  been  the  fubjeft  of  debate  on  the  firft 
night  of  the  felTion  ;  namely,  whether  it  was,  on  the  whole,  for  the 
intereft  of  this  country,  under  the  prefecxt  circumflances,  to  make 
peace,  or  continue  the  war  ? 

With  regard  to  the  firft  of  thefe  points,  he  ftated,  that  on  read- 
ing the  terms  in  which  the  motion  of  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Grey)  was  exprefted,  he  had  been  fomewhat  afraid  left  it  (hould 
be  confidered  as  implying,  that  provided  it  (hould  pafs,  Minifters 
would  be  obliged  immediately  to  offer  peace,  or,  at  beft,  to  accept  it, 
if  it  were  offered.  This  was  a  queftion  on  which  the  fenfe  of  Par- 
liament had  been  taken  very  lately  ;  and  for  this  reafon,  he  rather 
wiftied  that  other  terms  of  a  more  general  defcription  had  been 
adopted,  which  might  not  feem  again  to  propofe  to  the  Houfe  a 
queftion  on  which  it  had  already  decided.  He  added,  that  he 
ihoidd  himfelf,  therefore,  move  a  refolution^  not  liable  to  the  fame 
objedlion,  and  which  would  be  found  to  go  precifely  to  the  point  on 
which  it  was  ftated,  that  it  was  expedient  now  to  declare  the  opinion 
of  the  Houfe.  He  then  read  his  motion,  which  was  to  the  follow- 
ing purport — "  That  the  exiftcnce  of  any  particular  form  of  Govem- 
'*  ment  in  France,  ought  not  to  preclude  fuch  a  peace  between  the 
'*  two  countries,  as  both  in  itfelf,  and  in  the  manner  of  effefting 
**  it,  (hould  be  otherwife  confiftcnt  with  the  fafety,  honour,  and 
*'  intcrcfts  of  Great  Britain." 

Whatever  difierences  of  opinion  has  been  exprefted  during  the 
prefent  debate,  he  congratulated  the  Houfe  and  the  Country,  how- 
0ver,  that  there  appeared  a  general  concurrence  in  one  particular, 
pamely,  that  it  was  expedient  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  (hould 
come  to  a  folemn  declaration  that  the  exiftence  of  any  particular  form 
of  Government  ought  not  alone  to  preclude  a  peace,  which  (hdbld 
be  otherwife  fafe  and  honourable.  The  fame  reafons  which  ren- 
dered  it  proper  to  make  any  fuch  declaration  at  all,  reafons  grounded 
on  the  effedls  it  was  likely  to  produce  both  in  France  and  in  Eng- 
land, rendered  it  equally  ncceflkry  that  it  ftiould  be  exprefled  in  the 
cleareft  and  moft  explicit  terms :  he  could  not  fay  that  the  motion 
of  his  right  honourable  fncnd  (Mr.  Pitt)  met  his  wifties  in  this  par* 
ticular.  In  the  firft  place,  there  was  fometliing  a  little  indefinite 
in  the  terms  "  fuch  a  Government  as  (hould  be  capable  of  msun- 
taining  the  relations  of  amity  a;nd  peace."     It  was  a  charge  we  had 
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always  made  ^gainfifa  FraKh  Republic,  (^^  charge  for  tirhich  h? 
fxanklj  doclared  he  feared  there  was  but  too  nioch  ground)  that  in 
Us  cafe  we  coidd  not  poSbk  that  fccurity  for  the  OontiDuance  of 
peace  aod  ami ty^  which  we  poffeffed  in  the  cafe  of  ordinary  Govern* 
ment3.     This  opinion  he  did  not  mean  now  to  r^traA ;  and  if  not* 
wbilft  our  gfBneral  ternns  implied  that  we  might  make  peace  with  a 
French  Repubfie,  die  conditions  with  which  they  were  coupled  vir- 
tually <fid  away  ipoft  of  their  c(k&.     If,  when  a  doubt  ^"^s  thus 
thrown  upon  the  real  amount  of  the  concefliion  now  made,  we  were 
to  have  recourfe  for  its  iblution  to  the  arguments  and  the  language 
of  thofe  by  whom  the  conceffion  was  made,  we  (hould  come  to  no 
very  fatisfiiAory  cpncliiiion  ;  both  the  one  and  the  other  proceeding 
upoa  the  ground  of  the  neccflity^  of  our  eife£ting  a  complete  change 
of  the  whole  fyftem  of  Government  in  France;  but  farther  than 
this,'  the  motion  profeffed  to  fpeak  exa£lly  the  fame  language  as 
had  been  always  held,  and  to  mean  notlung  more  than  what  HiS 
Majefty  had  uniibnnly  cxprefled  (ince  the  commencement  of  the 
war:  now,  it  was  undeniable  that,  whether  rightly  or  wrongly,  with 
reafon  oj:  without,  His  Majefty's  meaning  had  been  underilood  to 
be  different  fiom  that  the  prefent  motion  was  defigned  to  convey,  and 
it  was  even  for  the  avowed  purpofo  of  removing  prejudices  which 
were  acknowledged  to  have  greatly  prevailed,  that  his  honourable 
friend's  motion  ^*as  now  brought  forward.     He  would  not  go  at 
large  into  the  caufes  from  which  thefe  opinions  concerning  the  in- 
tentions  of  Government,  in  refped  to  the  objc£t  of  the  war,   had 
proceeded  :  he  muft  notice,  however,  one  or  two  particulars.     In 
His  Majefly^s   Declaration,    of  Oftobcr,     1793,   it  was  ftatcd* 
*'  That  he  fek  additional  fatisfa£lion  £rom  tlie  hope  of  finding  in 
"  the  other  Powers  engaged  with  him  in  the  common  caufe,  fcnti- 
**  ments  and  views  pcrfedlly  conformable  to  his  own."     The  fame 
declaration  of  conformity  with  our  allies,  was  generally  held  forth 
in  other  places.  It  was  therefore  natural  for  any  petfon  in  England, 
aod  dill  more  in  France,  who  fhould  wi(h  to  judge  of  the  intentions 
of  Great  Britain,  to  couple  with  her  declaration  of  her  intentionst 
the  niaiu£e{faifi  of  the  other  combined  Powers.     The  text  of  ours 
was  not  fo  clear  as  not  to  require  a  comment.     What  fc^t  of  a 
comment  did  it  receive  from  other  mantteftos,  iflfued  by  the  Powers 
in  oociyunfHon  (with  whom  we  were  acting ;  thofe,  for  inftance,  of 
the  emigrant  Princes,  of  General  Wurmfer,  and  of  the  Empcior, 
not  suinfifton  thofe  of  the  King  of  Pru0ia  aod  the  Emprefs  of  RuC* 
fia  ?    Two  of  thcie  went  diAindly  to  theccmplete  reftitution  of  the 
tAd  Government ;  the  Ainl,  not  quite  fo  far ;  but  even  that  •abo* 
U&td  almoft  e^Kjy  thing  whic^  had  been  ciftabUibed  fiocc  tbe'bqgin- 
YoL.XL,  X  X 
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ning  of  ttic  revdution.  Thcfe  jarring  declarations  ^eminly  leil* 
dered  it  dcfirablcy  if  we  meant  now  to  fay  any  thing  which  (hould 
clear  up  a  point  on  which  mifconceptions  had  before  prevailed,  diat 
the  Houfe  ihould  do  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  would  perfedly  axifwcr 
the  purpofe  :  Mr.  WHberforce's  words  did,  the  other  did  not^  come 
up  to  this  dcfcription  ;  it  could  not  be  contended  that  die  latter  wers 
(0  perfedty  clear,  that  they  could  not  be  mifunderftobd,  becaufe  in 
fa^  they  had  been  mifundcrftood.  It  was  afSrmcd  by  Mintfiers 
thctnfelves,  that  they  were  the  fame  words  which  had  been  ufed  for 
the  laft  two  years  ;  and  it  ^tis  alfo  confefled,  that  they  had  been  fo 
mifconftrued,  as  to  render  a  iarthcr  explanation  now  necei&ry. 

The  motion,  however,  had  been  treated  alfo  as  involving,  to  a 
confiderable  degree,  the  fame  qucftion  which  had  been  agiuted  on 
the  iirft  night  of  the  fcflion  ;  and  here  he  (hpuid  begin,  by  remark- 
ing,   that  his  honomrable  friends  al^'ays  forgpt,    throughout  die 
whole  of  their  reafonings  On  his  arguments  in  favour  of  peace,  that 
he  had  always  declared  that  we  were  in  a  fituation  in  which  we  had 
only  a  choice  of  evils  ;  he  did  not  now,  nor  did  he  before,  contend, 
that  peace,  Uhen  effected,  would  be  attended  with  fo  much  com- 
fort and  fecurity,  as  under  the  circumAances  of  ordinary  Govern- 
ments ;  but  the  true  queftion  was,  whether,  all  things  confideicd, 
if  it  could  be  cffcdled  on  fair  terms,  and  in  an  honourable  manner, 
it  was  not  to  be  preferred  to  the  continuance  of  the  war  ?  And  (till 
more,  whether,  if  we  continued  the  war,  the  country  might  not 
very  probably  be  compelled  hereafter  to  male  a  peace,  liable  to  the 
fame  evils  and  dangers  which  were  likely  to  refult  from  this,  but  is 
fuller  meafurc,  aod  under  wdrfc  circumfbnces.     Whit  'was  the 
great  danger  which  had  been  fhtted  as  likely  to  follow  from  the 
making  pf  pe^ce  ?  The  mifchiefs  which  would  probably  refult  from 
the  endeavours  of  our  enemies  to  foment  our  internal  difcontents. 
To  this  he  would  reply,  anfwering  at  the  fame  time  the  argument 
of  an  honourable  friend  oppofite  to  him  (Mr.  Powys),  that  if  wc 
were  now  t<»  make  peace^  we  fhoufd  do  it  whilft  the  minds  of  the 
mafsof  our  pe<^le  were  in  general  quiet,   and  well  difpoTed  to  Go- 
vernment ;  and  as  for  the  difaffcc^cd,  the  forte  nfhich  the  country 
was  capable  of  bringixig  into  a^ion,  by  the  many  volunteer  corps 
which  had  been  raifed,  would  be  fuflicicntly  great  to  prevent  anf  ap- 
prehenfions  ;  but  if,  from  our  continuing  the  war  one  or  two  ycais 
Jonger  with  but  indifierenjt  fucceis,  which  muft  be  confidered  as  m 
cafe  not  altogether  improbable,  the  bulk  of  the  people  of  this  ooun* 
try  (hould  grow  clamorous  and  difcontented,  then,  indeed,  we  (hoold 
b6  in  iai  lituadon  wherein  we  ^could  neither  be  able  to  carry  on  war 
With  fufficient  vigouTi  nor  lo  make  peace  with  real  fecurity ;  thetw 
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there  would  be^  ihdeedjt  reafon  to '  at^rehend  danger  from  the  de- 
figns  of  &£Uous  and  bad  men  operating  on  the  minds  of  an  irritated 
mndopprefled  multitude^  who,  yv^  all  knew,  were  ready  enough  to 
he  mifledi  and  to'  afcribe  all  their  iufferings  to  any  caufe  to  which  it 
was  (aid  they  were  to  be  attributed.  But  much  flrefsy  on  this  as  on 
a  former  night,  had  been  laid  on  the  humiliation  of  oqr  now  en-, 
gaging  in  a  hegod'ation  for  peace ;  and  here;  Mr.  Wilbcrforce  de- 
chred,  that  he  muft  frankly  confefs  that  he  felt  the  force  of  his 
right  honourabk  fhend's  appeal  to  him,  on  what  had  lately  paiTed, 
on  the  Continent.  Certaifdy,*it  was  not  a  moment  to  attempt  & 
peace,  when  an  enemy  was  triiunphant ;  but  the  Houfe,  and  the 
country,  and  all  Europe,  would  know  that  the  proportions  ibr 
peace  had  been  made  in  diat  Houfe,  before  any  of  the  events  al- 
luded to  had  taken  piaoe ;  and  he  could  not  help  adding,  that  per- 
haps if  Parliament's  meeting  on  the  day  on  which  it  had  been  ori« 
ginally  fummoned,  had  afibrded  him  the  opportunity  of  making  his 
motion  at  that  period,  and  if  the  Houfe  had  then  agreed  to  it,  the 
misfortunes  which  had  (ince  happened,  might  have  been  prevented, 
or  at  lead  might  not  havp  happened  in  an  equal  degree :  but  wuth 
refpcA  to  this  diar^,  that  he  was  humiliating  the  country,  he^was 
£lad.to  take  this  opportunity  of  explaining  hin>fclf:  he  had  never, 
meant,  if  his  motion  had  been  acceded  to,  that  we  (hould  fead  aq 
Ambaflador  to  Paris  to  treat  for  peace ;  his  idea  was,  that  Govem-> 
ment  ihould  employ  fome  proper  perfon  (and  fuch,  he  conceived, 
were  always  to  be  found)  to  intimate  to  the  Government  of  France, 
that,  provided  they  were  really  difpofcd  to  make  peace,  on  equitable 
and  honourable  terms,  apd  that  the  buiinefs  would  be  fo  conducted 
as,  in  the  maniK:r  of  eiFcding  it^  to  be  difcreditablc  to  neither  part}'. 
Great  Britain  would  be  ready  to  meet  them  half  way.  The  great 
reafon,  he  (hould  repeat,  why  he  thought  we  could  now  make  peaee, 
without  humiliation,  was,  that  we  were  evidently  capable  of  making 
vigorous  exertions  in  the  proiecution  of  thb  war.  The  notoriety  of 
this  truth  muft  prevent  their  condudl  from  being  mifconftrucd  ;  but 
when  it  was  uigedJto  him,  that  the  line  of  condu<^  he  had  before  re- 
eommended  was  likeiy  to  humiliate  thi$  country,  he  muft  ftate  that 
there  was  at  ledft  one  circumftancc  of  humiliation  from  which  it  muft 
be  exempt,  and  to  which  the  oppoiite  line  might  eventually  be 
liable.  Should  we  fucceed  in  our  endeavours  at  drawing  into  action 
a  number  of  French  malcontents,  might  we  not  be  compelled,  if  a 
counter  revolution  fliould  not  be  cftedcd,  to  leave  them  expofed  to 
the  vindi(f)ive,  malice  of  their  enemies ;  and  what  humiliation  couW 
appear  fo  great  as  this  to  the  feelings  of  every  generous  mind  ? 
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His  right  honourable  ftiend  hod  avgoed  ifatnigl^  on  }She  gretM- 
dknger  of  making  (tece  than  oondnuing  war.  One  grand  reafen 
yf^Y  he  could  ndt  be  of  this  oirfnion,  in  addidoh  to  tfaofe  aifealdf 
UTgsd,  ^^^,  that  h6  thought  a  counter  re?d«don  ttioK  likdy  ^ 
tkkc  jJace^  if  peace  iSiouId  be  mad^  Chan  dining  ds  eohtinuanec 
of  war. 

He  woul4  afTigii  a  few  of  the  reafon$  on  which  dris  perfuafion 
wai  grounded.  In  die  firft  place,  wc  oug^  fairiy  to.donfider  what 
efk&  was  likely  to  be  produced  on  the  Fttnchnadoiiby  ^attMrks 
<tf  fbJeigri  Pb\t'ert>  Who  #cfe  believed  40  be  ehdcatmiring  to  fixcea 
Gov^nment  on  them.  This>  on  thfegenerai  principles  <tf  human 
nature^  mufi  b^  likely  to  produce  r^fiance  in  any  people^  but  moce 
particularly  in  d\fc  cafe  of  the  FVench,  who  arebcrtaitdy  i  iii^fpi- 
rited  people.  He  would  not  go  ib  ihr  as;tD  fty  thit  the  <^cTation 
of  this  principle  had  been  fuch,  as  to  ptDdn^e,  in  ixvoui  of  duar 
own  fy{lem>  any  thing  of  a  general  enthofiafin  dkroua^ioiit  the  coun- 
fr^'y  the  prevalence  of  which  in  France  M^ibifaetiinea  flflcrtedand 
ibmetimes  denied  ;  but  theve  wtts  reaTon  to  beGeve  that  it  was  in 
J^o  frnall  degree  to  be  afcribed  'to  diat  faildng  circumfhncc,  that  ail 
Ihe  various  armies  of  the  Republic  in:  every  ^uaxter  of  Aat  Taft  cir- 
cHimference  which  they  lined,  pndTed  out  vigoroufly  againft  the  ex- 
ternal'tnertiy  which  was  oppofcd  to  thetti ;  there  were  few  or  no 
defeitions  ;  and  h6wever  people  might  be  fonced  by  tcmUr  to  entor 
into  the  arrny,  it  was  but  too  evident  that  when  once  entered,  they 
it^fe  &6lBated  by  one  common  prmciipleof  fympatl^.  If,  as  Acre 
#as  good  reaikn  to  believe,  it  was  this  powerfui  prtnd{rfe  which 
kept  the  nation,  and  (till  more,  which  kept  the  aumes  united, 
when  this  (hould  be  no  more,  a  principle  of  difumon  and  relaxation 
"^ould  be  introduced.  The  capital  was  filled  with  corifliSing  fac« 
iSons  ;  thefe  would  feverally  endeavour  to  draw  bodies  of  the  army 
io  their  fide,  and,  as  had  often  happened  under  fimiior  dicimiftanocs, 
the  mod  dar^erous  diflentions  Would  ^pmbabty  enfoe.  He  then  re- 
ferred to  a  pamphlet  lately  publifhed  t9y  an  intdKgent  and  weU^in- 
fbi^med  author,  who  (hted,  tha^  from  the  beft  accounts  he  codld  o(v 
tain,  the  difpofitions  of  tlie  French  might  be  Ausdcforibed:  They 
abhorred  the  emigrants ;  they  deteftcd  the  combined  Po^'crs,  becaofe 
they  believed  thefe  meant  to  force  on  them  their  oM  Oovcwment ; 
ki\d  next  to  thefe  two,  they  hated  the  Convention.  NOW,  was  it 
not  a  clear  confequcnce,  from  thefe  fiidJs,  that  fo  long  as  we  conti- 
nued the  prefTure  of  external  war,  In  conjundlop  with  the  combined 
J^owers,  and  ftill  more  by  employing  regiments  of  emigrants,  w* 
prevented  their  hatred  of  the  Convention  from  having  any  fcopc  or 
operation ;  whereas  if  peace  were  made^  tbefe  two  more  powerful 
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hsitrdcU  t^d  Haisf .  and  no  lofiger  countera^Hng  the  third,  k 
ivould  be  left  tor  j^roduoe  its  full  pSeCt.  He  drew  sift)  ibme  aigu* 
aleots  fdr  the  pretobilky  of  a  coanter  revoItttion>  if  peace  ihould 
bive  been  efFe^ed^  fh>in  the  Aaicment  of  the  pitfent  iitu^tion  o( 
France,  whidl  had  been  made  by  his  right  honourable  friend ; 
ftatements  which*  he  believedp  were  but  too  aceurate.  If  com-, 
meree,  if  agricdture,  were  no  more  ;  if  the  adminiftrationof  juftico 
had  ceafed  ^  if  rcli^oo  had  been  almoft  aboliflied  ;  w^s  a  vountryg 
in  fuch  a  date  of  things^  likely  to  remain  in  a  condition  >of  internal 
frao(|uiility  ?  He  enlarged  on  this  topic,  infifting  that  the  wa^u  o£ 
the  religious  principle  would  then  be  felt,  in  its  eflcSs  on  the  civil 
and  domcftic  happinefs  and  tranquillity  of  the  countfy.  Duringthe 
continuance  of  war  alfo  th^  nation,  as  wa^s  the  cafe  of  every  coui^ 
try,  would  be  more  patient  under  its  fufierings,  believing  they  were 
only  temporary ;  but  this  by  no  means  proved  that  they  woul4 
quietly  fit  down  under  them  in  a  Aate  of  peace. 

He  then  argued  concerning  a  fyfkm  of  moderation,'  and  main^ 
tained  that  he  had  never  contended  in  favour  of  the  principle  on 
which  it  was  introduced,  or  of  the  nnotives  of  the  perfons  by  whonft 
it  was  pradlifcd  ;  but  only  that  it  was  likely  to  prevent  that  co-opo 
ration  from  witliin  aga'.i^  the  French  Government,  which  we  mjg^t 
otherwifc  have  looked  for,  becaufe  it  infufed  a  hope  of  better  days^ 
and  would  render  thofe  who  had  already  fuiFered  fo  much,  difpofed 
rather  to  acquiefce  in  the  fond  CKpec^lauon,  than  to  begin  anew  the 
work  of  overturning  their  Government.  Here  alio  he  obferved  on 
the  difcouragement  it  muft  afford  to  all  the  malcontents,  when,  oa 
reviewing  pad  tranfadions,  and  from  them  drawing  inferences  as  tct 
the  future,  they  fiiould  obierve  the  difFerent  fituation  of  affairs  in 
which  they  would  now  have  to  aflfid  their  caufe,  from  the  fituation  of 
the  year  before,  when  there  had  been  fuch  a  multitude  of  mfurrec- 
tions  in  the  interior,  which  were  now  reprefled,  and  when  thefe  had 
been  aided  by  the  attack  from  without  of  a  povrerful  confederacy, 
which  was  now  fo  much  weakened.  Mr.  Wilberforce  declared, 
that  fo  (Irong  was  his  impreffion  that  a  counter  revolution  was  more 
likely  to  happen,  if  tlie  compreffion  of  the  external  enemies  of 
France  ihould  be  withdrawn,  than  now  when  it  was  fo  much  relax* 
ed,  he  declared  he  was  not  without  very  (ht>ng  hopes  of  a  mdtcrial 
change  in  the  Government  of  that  country.  He  begged  alfo  diat 
it  might  be  remarked,  that  if  a  courftcr  revolution  were  to  'happen,L 
without  our  adive  co-q)eration,  it  would*  be  a  very  different  thiog 
to  us  from  one  which  we  had  been  the  means  of  producing  :  in  the 
latter  cafe,  he  muA  fairly  afk,  would  it  not  probably,  however  <ie* 
iirafak  in  other  vi^w^i  pledge  this  country  in  hgnour  to  guarantee  it  i 
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And  might  not  this  exnlnoil  us  in  French  affiiirs  for  an  indefinite 
period  ?  He  wi0ied»  in  particular^  that  ttdi  confideration  might  be 
ferbufly  weighed  by  ^ofe  tvho  objedted  to  majdng  peace,  beouile  it 
would  not  be  a  ftate  of  complete  fecurity ;  it  (hewed^  diat  even  if 
we  fhould  be  fo  fuccefsful  in  profecuting  the  war,  as  tberdiy  even  to 
efRrd  a  counter  revolution,  that  even  this  fituaticm  would  not  be 
without  its  difficulties  and  dangers,  the  nature  and  extent  of  which 
might  juftly  alarm  every  lover  of  his  country. 

^  He  next  adverted  to  an  at^ument  which  had  been  ufed  by  an  ho- 
riourable  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Yorke)  who  had  ftrongly  recommcDded 
to  them,  on  the  prefcnt  occafion,  to  confidcr  what  had  been  the 
uniform  conduft  of  their  anceftors  inma  king  and  carrying  on  wars ; 
the  honourable  gentleman  particularly  referred  to*  the  fpoech  of  King 
William  in  the  year  1696,  and  to  the  determination  then  cxprefied 
by  the  Houfes  of  Parliament,  when  the  war  had  continued  fbr  ci^ 
years,  to  perfevere  in  the  conteft  in  which  they  were  engaged :  Mn 
Wilberforee  declared,  that  it  was  his  decided  (pinion  that  Great 
Britain,  as  well  as  ever)'  other  nation,  was  too  ready  to  enter  into 
trars,  and  to  carry  them  on  too  long,  and  he  owned  he  thought 
that  it  was  the  true 'policy  of  this  country  to  meddle  with  Continent 
tal  politics  as  little  as  poflTihle.  But  it  was  not  requi(ite  to  agree 
with  him  as  to  foreign  politics,  in  order  to  admit  the  truth  of  the 
pofition  he  had  laid  down  con(!:erning  wars*  His  opinions  here  were 
Confirmed  by  Mn  Hume,  in  his  EiTay  on  the  Balance  of  Power, 
who,  writing  in  defence  of  it,  and  going  much  farther  in  fuppott 
of  this  fydem  than  he  was  himfelf  difpofed  to,  obfarved,  however, 
that 

*•  Our  wars  with  France  have  been  begun  with  jufticc,  and  cren  pcr- 
))api  from  neceifity,  but  have  always  been  too  far  uuflied  from  obfuDacy 
and  paflion.  The  lame  peace  which  was  afterwards  made  at  Ryfwick  in 
1697,  was  offeiTd  fo  early  as  the  year  169a  ;  that  concluded  ix  Utrcvht 
in  17 12,  might  have  been  finiflied  on  as  good  conditions  at  Gertruytcn- 
berg  in  the  year  i;o8  ;  and  we  mieht  have  given  at  Fraukfon,  in  i743t 
the  fume  terms  which  we  were  glad  to  accept,  of  at  Aix«Ia-Chapelie  in 
the  year  1748.  Here  then  we  fee,  that  above  half  of  our  wars  with 
France,  and  all  our  public  debts,  are  owing  more  to  our  own  imprude&t 
vehemence,  than  to  the  ambition  of  our  neighbours. 

*Mn  the  fecond  place,  we  are  fo  declared  in  our  oppofition  to  French 
power,  find  fo  alert  in  defence  of  our  allies,  that  they  always  reckon  up* 
on  our  force  as  upon  their  own  ;  and  cxpe<5ting  to  carry  on  war  at  our 
cxpcncc,  refufe  all  rcafonable  terms  of  accommodation. 
••  "  In  the  third  place,  We  are  fuch  true  combatants^  that  whenonc* 
fngaged,  vre  lofe  all  concerns  for  ourfelvcs  and  our  poilerity,  and  con* 
fider  only  how  we  may  bcft  annoy  the  enemy." 

He  begged  leave  to  recommend  the  truths  cont;^in«d  in  the  «- 
^a6ts  he  had  juft  read,  to  the  fcrious  confideration  of  the  HouTe ; 
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and  his  honourable  fiiend  (Mr.  Yorke)  could  not  but  fee  how  much 
it  did  away  the  force  of  his  admonition. 

Mr.  Wilberforccj  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpccch,  vindicated  the 
ooniiftency  of  himfelf  and  hisfriends,  in  having  changed  their  line 
(^conduQ  now  that  the  circumfiances  of  the  cafe  were  fo  materially 
altered ;  it  would  rather  have  been  inconfiftent  if,  thefe  being  fo 
extremely  altered,  their  condudl  would  have  remained  the  fame. 
He  obfcrved  alfo  upon  the  ai]gument  which  had  been  again  ufed, 
refpedling  the  cxhauftcd  ftate  of  the  French  finances :  furely,  his 
right  honourable  friend  did  not  think  fo  well  of  the  French  Go- 
verfiment,  as  to  conceive  that  they  would  iflue  afTignats  to  no  greater 
an  amount  than  that  of  the  value  of  the  land  for  which  they  were 
iflued.  Here  the  argument  of  the  American  paper  money  muft 
have  great  weight ;  like  this,  the  aiTighats  would  be  continually  fink- 
ing in  value,  but  fo  long  as  they  had  any  value  at  all,  they  would 
be  emitted  ;  by  this,  and  other  means,  until  the  phyfical  refources 
of  the  country  (hould  be  exhaufied,  they  would  continue  to  get  them 
into  their  hands.  This  fubjc6t  of  the  afTignats*  viewed  in  another 
light,  could  not  but  tend  to  leifen  their  hopes  of  fuccefs  in  profecut- 
ing  the  war,  for  the  (ake  of  efFeding  a  counter  revolution.  It  waa 
to  be  expeded  as  a  natural  confequence  of  fuch  an  event,  that  aflig- 
nats  would  lofc  their  value,  and  therefore  we  could  hardly  expedt 
any  thing  like  a  general  co-operation  to  produce  it,  at  a  time  when 
almoA  die  whole  property  of  the  country  was  inveftcd  in  this  (hape. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  •concluded  with  recapitulating  the  arguments  he 
had  urged  in  the  l^ginning  of  his  fpeech,  to  prove  that  his  amend- 
ment ought  to  be  adopted  in  preference  to  that  of  his  right  honour- 
able friend,  becaufe  it  aflerted,  clearly  and  explicitly,  that  which  it 
was  the  object  of  their  coming  to  any  parliamentary  declaration  at 
all  to  render  clear  and  explicit,  whereas  his  right  honourable  friend's 
muft  be  granted  to  be  at  lead  liable  to  mifunderdanding,  becaufe,  in 
fa£t,  it  had  been  adVually  mifundcrfiood. 

Mr.  MONTAGU  fald  that  all  wifhcd  for  peace,  if  it  could  be 
•btained  on  honourable  terms ;  if  on  difgracfcfut  and  reproachful,  no 
man  could  wi(h  for  it.  Gentlemen  ought  not  to  he  led  away  by 
ra{h  conclufions ;  his  right  honourable  friend  had  avowed  his  dif- 
polition  for  peace,  if  we  can  have  it  on  terms  of  ftcurity  and  amity  ; 
though  an  honourable  gentleman  on  hi^  fide  faid,  tliat  the  amend* 
ment  was  couched  in  ambiguous,  and  not  fufficiently  explicit  terms. 
More,  he  pledged  himfelf  that  the  Parliament  of  England  would 
bind  down  the  hands  of  Minifiers  to  make  a  peace,  did  a  tavourable 
opportunity  ofifer.  He  hinifelf  at  a  Member  ,had  every  reafon  to 
join  with  the  Minifter  in  his  prcfcnt  mcafurcs,  fmce  be  had  now  re- 
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moved  hit  feirs.  Indie  nudftoF  the  vi(Steries  and fixceflcs of  die 
French,  was  not,  he  obfenred>  the  proper  tune  to  oaU  for  peace. 
IThc  ftrength  of  the  Freneh  Governmenr,  heobferved,  was  inoeafed 
from  the  acquifition  of  Holland ;  and  if  England  now  iliould  iriaK 
her  military  ^rce^  (he  wquld  give  France  an  occafioa  of  atlacking 
her  to  advantage.  '  He  contended  alfe,  liiat  a  oolinfier-revolutian  nas 
more  likely  to  be  efledlod  by  war  than  peace. 

Mr.  FOX'  began  by  defiling  the  original  motion  and  the  two 
amendments  to  he  read ;  and  faid,  that,  before  fie  proceeded  to 
give  his  reafons  f  jr  preferring  the  original  motion  of  his  faooouiable 
friend,  to  that  which  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Wilberfoioe,  fkMigh 
the  difference  between  them  was  not  very  eilentidy  he  mufl  take 
notice  of  the  amendment  which  had  been  fo  unexpedlcdly  made  by 
the  right  honourable  gentleman.-— He  laid  unexpededly  made ;  be* 
caufe,  when  the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend  was  originally  an- 
nounced^ which  was  throe  weeks  ago,  the  tenns  of  it  even  weie 
fettled ;  for  his  honourable  friend,  with  more  candour  than  prudence, 
had  dated  the  precife  words  upon  which  they  were  to  oonie  to  liTue. 
Tlie  ri^  honourable  gentleman  pledged  himfelf  to  come  to  iflbe 
upon  thofe  wonis :  but,  however,  he  did  not  now  feel  fo  bold  as  he 
-did  three  weeks  ago  ;  he  did  not  choofo  to  meet  the  queftion  diieA- 
ly.  In  his  confcience,  he  faid,  he  believed  the  majority  of  the 
peopfle  were  fiill  for  the  war.  This  was  his  declaration :  bat  the 
Hou(c  and  the  public  would  infer  from  his  conduA,  that  he  had 
not  very  great  confifience  in  the  truth  of  his  own  declaration ;  fbr^ 
inftead  of  meeting  the  quefiion,  v^ich  he  had  pledged  himfelf  to 
-do,  he  had  propofed  an  amendment,  by  which  he  was  to  avoid  a 
dired  decifion  on  it.  In  his  fpeech,  indeed,  he  ftill  denied  the 
1>ropofttion  of  his  honourable  friend.  Then,  why  not  fairly  and 
openly  n(^*tive  it  by  a  vote  ?  After  which,  if  he  wifhed  for  a  dc- 
daration,  he  might  have  moved  his  own  amendment,  as  a  fpecifie 
queflion.  He  took  this  courfe,  he  faid,  to  avoid  mifreprefentadon ; 
and  but  for  his  dciire  of  avoiding  a  mifreprefentation,  which  he  has. 
never  incurred,  he  would  have  negatived  the  original  queiUon; 
when  on  the  other  fide,  the  honourable  fecoader  of  the  amendment 
tronfeffed,  tjiat  but  for  that  amendment,  he  would  have  voted  for 
the  original  qucftion.  What  then  was  the  true  meaning  and  ifl- 
Mention  of  all  this  petty  warfare,  but  that  the  amendment  was  de- 
•figned  to  evade  the  great  and  material  quefUon,  upon  which  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  ftood  committed,  ai)d  to  delude  the 
Houfe  by  a  little  temporarv'  concefilon  which  meant '  nothing .'  Al- 
-Kadv  the  matter  wa^  loaded  with  -cofttradi^lions :  the  mover  and 
the  4«Gonder  were  at  variance ;  the  one  afiirmedj  the  4}ther  denicdj 
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and  the  whole  was  done  merely  to  draw  us  from  the  clear  fpecific 
que(Uon,  chat  had  been  for  fo  many  days  in  the  contemplation  of 
die  Hl>u(e.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  was  undoubtedly  a 
man  of  fuperior  talents  ;  but  thofe  talents  being  dire£led  to  delufion . 
and  quibbling,  rather  than  to  i^at  was  grand,  manly,  and  open, 
he  did  not  ftiew  hinifelf  poffeffed  of  a  mind  equal  to  the  circum- 
ihnces  in  which  he  found  htmfelf.    Inftead  of  meeting  the  exigency 
of  our  prcfent  fituation  with  meafures  proportioned  to  our  critical 
condition,  he  fccmed  only  anxious,  by  a  little  evafive  management 
for  the  day,  to  gain  over  a  few  votes  of  irre(blute  Members,  as  if 
a  few  Totcs  more  or  iefs  could  alter  the  eternal  nature  of  truth  and 
falfehood,  or  to  baffle  a  few  petititions  that  might  be  coming  to 
Parliament,  as  if  by  lulling  a  few  individuals  into  a  continuance  of 
their  apathy  for  a  time,  he  could  extricate  the  nation  from  the  de- 
plorable fituation  into  which  he  had  plunged  it.     Thefe  were  not 
Che  refoorces  of  a  great  mind ;  this  was  not  the  condudl  of  a  Aatef- 
man  in  a  moment  like  the  prefent ;  it  was  as  falfe  to  himfelf  in 
policy,  as  it  was  unworthy  of  the  occafion ;  for  it  could  ferve  only 
to  deaden  the  feelings  of  mankind  for  the  day,  and  would  ooUeft 
the  public  indignation  to  burll  upon  him  with  greater  force  when 
the  moment  of  delufion  was  pad.     As  to  the  amendment  itfclf, 
which  the. right  honourable  gentleman  had  moved,  though  he  dif- 
liked  it  in  many  particulars,  yet  in  fome  things  he  did  not  diflike  it. 
In  fo  £ur  as  it  ftated,  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  prefent  form  of 
the  Government  of  France,  which  prevented  our  n^ociating  with 
them,  be  muft  approve  of  the  propofition.     He  had  moved  an 
amendment  both  this  year  and  the  lafi,  to  the  fame  eflfedl.     Little 
did  he  think  when  he  was  making  fuch  propofition  that  he  was  only 
fpeaking  the  fentimcnts  of  His  Majefiy's  Minifters.    But  thefe  Mi-> 
nifters,  it  feems,  were  the  victims  of  mifreprefentation.     So  pow- 
erful, it  feemed,  was  the  oppofition,  (a  full  of  wealth,  and  fo  in- 
veiled  with  Che  influence  of  bribes,  places,  penfions,  jobs,  contra£ts» 
and  emoluments  of  every  kind,  and  /o  much  had  they  the  means  of 
circulating  ncwfpapers,  that  they  had  it  in  their  power  fuccefsfutly^ 
to  aiifreprefent  His  Majefty's  Minifters,  and  to  miflead  and  delude 
Ac  public,  fo  as  effedually  to  taint  and  abufe  the  public  mind,  and 
to  make  them  the  unhappy  fubje6)s  of  mifreprefentation.     Now 
what  had  they  done  ?  They  had  for  two  years  fuccefiively  moved  an 
amendment  to  the  Addrefs  to  His  Majefiy  on  the  firft  day  of  the 
icffion  of  Parliament,  that  there  was  nothing^  in  the  form  of  the 
Government  of  France  that  ought  to  prevent  this  country  from  ne- 
godalifig  with  them  for  peace,  and  for  this  they  had  been  called  the 
Advoeates  of  France,  Jacobins,  Republicans,  the  Enemies  of  their 
Voi.XL.  .  Yy 
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King  and  Countn'men,  who  were  defirous  to  lower  the  Britifh  Go- 
vernment at  the  feet  of  France,  to  introduce  French  anarchy  into 
England^  and  even  to  delhroy  the  Conilitution  of  England,  and  to 
bring  His  Majcfty  to  the  block.  Now,  however,  all  this  was  over, 
and  it  was  found,  that  they  did  not  know  it,  that  in  reality  they 
y.ere  fpcaking  only  the  fcntiments  of  ,Minifters.  Wc  iircrc  now 
come  to  a  criiis  when  all  this  (huffling  would  be  found  unavailing, 
when  thcfc  dclufions  would  no  longer  fucceed  ;  their  own  contradic- 
tion was  a  good  omen  for  the  country  ^  it  proved  that  the  unfortunate 
fpcech  of  His  Majefty  at  the  opening  of  the  feflion  had  made  a  fc- 
rious  impreffion  on  the  public  mind  ;  and  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman thereibre  found,  that  he  muft  foften  and  lower  his  language ; 
he  muft  now  attempt  to  do  away  the  effc£ls  of  that  abfurd,  impoli- 
tic, and  he  might  fay  diabolical  fpeech  which  he  had  put  into  the 
mouth  of  His  Ma^efty,  in  which  our  gracious  Sovereign  had  been 
made  to  {land  between  Heaven  and  the  happinefs  of  mankind ;  had 
been  made  to  pronounce  the  doom  of  millions,  and  to  denounce  an 
almqft  eternal  war,  for  no  poflTible  purpofe  of  rational  benefit  to  his 
fpccips ;  and  that  too  when  all  other  Princes  of  Europe,  awakened 
from  the  delufion  into  which  they  had  been  equally  led  by  their  Mi- 
ni ders^  had  manifeflcd  their  difpolltions  to  peace.  He  defined  to 
.know  what  was  the  meaning  of  the  prefent  condu<S  ?  Was  he  to 
underfland  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  meant  to  negative 
the  propoiition  of  his  honourable  friend  r  In  truth  he  had  done  un- 
derflanding  him  at  all.  If  he  meant  to  negative  it,  why  not  do  fo 
by  a  vote  ?  He  knew  that  tlie  prefent  Adminiftration  was  compofed 
of  various  and  difcordant  characters.  He  did  not  know  whether 
rlicy  all  agreed  in  the  prefent  propofition;  it  would  foon  be  fecn 
whether  tl>ey  did  fo  or  nor ;  but  he  could  fay  that  it  would  not  re- 
dound much  to  their  honour.  If  he  were  to  defcribc  it  he  IhoukI 
fay,  it  went  far  enough  to  diigrace  the  new  colleagues  of  the  ri^t 
honourable  gentleman,  but  not  far  enough  to  reilore  to  him  the 
confidence  of  ihe  country.  As  to  the  argument  tliat  had  been  ufrd 
upon  the  occafion  he  ihould  have  little  to  fay.  There  had  been  fo 
much  novelty  in  his  condud  that  day,  that  he  had  not  thou^t  it 
neccflkry  to  introduce  any  novelty  into  his  reafoning.  The  fainc 
.  trite,  hackneyed,  and  refuted  arguments,  with  which  they  had  been 
fatigued  fb  often,  were  again  renewed.  France  was  declining  hik 
in  her  refources,  and  this  was  a  matter  of  rejoicing  to  England  ! 
How  long  w'ere  they  to  gQ  on  rejoicing  in  this  decline  ?  Their  aC- 
%nats  were  at  a  difcount ;.  there  were  a  number  of  Royalifts ;  aod 
much  ridicule  was  dirown  upon  a  (imile  of  the  honourable  geml^ 
man,  who  had  truly  faid,  that  all  tlie  fame  nonfcnfe  had  been  talked 
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during  die  American  war.     But  it  feems  wc  had  beett  fucccfsful  in 
France.    The  various  revolutions  that  had  been  produced  in  France 
had  been  efFeduated  through  our  means.    This  was  a  moft  Angular 
»]gumenty  «nd  went  perhaps  farther  than  the  right  honounibk  gen- 
tleman intended,  for  i%  fo  happened  that  thofc  revolutions  had  been 
good  or  bad,  in  proportion  as  we  had  been  beaten  or  profpcrous.. 
Whenever  we  had  made  the  flighted  imprcflion  upon  France,  or 
had  the  appcaiance  of  temporary  good  fortune,  it  was  fure  to  be  fol- 
lowed, and  perhaps  to  have  produced,  fome  dreadful  revolution, 
accompliflicd  by  the  horrors  of  maffacrc  and  devaftation.     But,  on 
the  contrary,  whenever  we  had  been  defeated  and  forced  to  fly  from 
the  territory  of  France,  they  had  never  failed  to  fubfide  into  a  com- 
parative tranquillit)',  and  to  have  th'tir  internal  condition  meliorated. 
The  argOmcnt  of  the  right  honourable  gendeman  was,  therefore, 
that  if  they  would  permit  him  to  go  on  in  a  fyftcm  of  difaftcrs  and 
defeats,    it  was  incalculable  what  good  it  might  do  in  France. 
Thus,  when  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  had  penetrated  to  within  fixty 
miles  of  Paris,  there  happened  the  revolution  fatal  to  the  Monarchy 
of  the  I  oth  of  Auguft.     When  we  were  in  the  pOtTeflTion  of  Tou- 
lon, there  happened  the  (hocking  and  diabolical  mallacres  at  Lyons: 
but  no  fooncr  had  we  evacuated  the  place,  than  they  began  to  make 
atonement  for  the  fcandalous  devaftatiorts.      Immediately  after  the 
battle  of  Fkurus,  there  happened  the  fall  of  Roberfpierre  ;  and  cer- 
tainly it  was  true,  that  in  proportion  as  we  had  been  difcorofitcd 
and  driven  from  the  French  territory,  whenever  the  French  felt 
thcmfclves  relieved  from  our  attack,  they  had  exerted  thtmfelves 
for  their  own  deliverance  from  internal  tyranny ;  and  nothing  could 
be  more  natural  than  this ;  for,  animated  by  the  enthuHafm  of  the 
caufe  of  liberty,  when  attacked,  as  they  were,  they  gave  up  every 
confideration,  but  that  of  preferving  their  independence ;  but  when 
relieved  from  this  fear,  they  had  as  conftantly  rid  thcmfelves  of 
their  domeftic  tyrant.      It  was  faid  that  Minifters  never  had  pro- 
pofed  to  thcmfelves  the  conqueft  of  France.     The  conqueft  of 
France  never  was  imputed  to  them  ;  it  was  only  faid  that  they  had 
propofed  to  thcmfelves  an  obje<S,  which  nothing  but  the  conqueft 
of  France  could  obtain.     He  had  long  ago  ftated  his  opinion  on 
the  extravagance  of  that  propofition,  and  his  fcntiments  were  in 
print.    Surely  any  man  who  ever  did  flatter  himfelf  with  the  poflTi- 
bility  of  making  any  impreflTion  on  France  would  now  be  convinced 
of  his  error.     A  remarkable  expreffion  ufed  in  the  American  wat 
was  moft  applicable  to  this :  it  was  faid  by  a  Member  of  that  Houfc, 
fo  early  as  in  the  year  1777  or  1778,  That  he  had  looked  at  tho 
Asncrican  aimy  every  way  :  he  had  looked  at  their  front,  hc  had 
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looked  at  tbeir  rear,  he  had  looked  at  their  flanks,  and  he  could 

not  aceomnfdate  himfelf  any  ^rhere :  and  yet,  after  this  opinion  of 

a  General  Officer,  the  war  had  been,  continued  for  four  or  five 

years.     In  the  fame  manner  we  might  truly  be  faid  to  have  pried 

France:  we  had  tried  the  Eaft,  the  Norti),  the  South,  and  we 

could  not  accommodate  ourfelves  any  where.     He  hoped  in  God 

we  would  not  continue  the  experiment,  as  we  had  done  in  the  cafe 

of  America.     It  was  faid,  as  an  ai^gument  againft  the  propofition  of 

\&s  honourable  friend,  that  it  would  bind  the  hands  of  Miniilers  in 

negociating.     It  would  certainly  be  impoflTible  for  them,  a'ftcr  fuch 

a  refolution,  to  fay  to  the  perfons  holding  the  Government  of  France, 

that  they  could  not  treat  with  them ;  but  fo  far  would  that  be  from 

Unding  their  hands,  that  it  would  remove  an  obftaclc,  and  furcly 

it  could  not  prevent  them  from  ftipulating  the  terms  of  peace.     In 

tnith,  without  this  declaration,  there  would  be  an  obftacle  in  the 

way  of  treating,  fincc  the  perfons  holding  the  Government  of  France 

knew  that  it  had  been  uniformly  declared  by  otir  Miniflers  that  they 

could  not  treat  with  them.     But  the  confiftency  of  the  Houfc  of 

Commons  flood  in  the  way.     He  thought  that  there  might  now  be 

anr  end  of  fuch  declamatory  nonfenfe. 

In  all  queflions  of  policy,  nations  mud  yield  to  impetious  neccf- 
fity  ;  it  would  be  obdinacy,  and  not  honour,  to  perfeverc  in  an  opi- 
nion, when  you  became  convinced  that  it  was  wrong ;  it  was  plain 
that  men  might  at  firft  have  thought  the  prefent  war  juft  and  necef- 
fary,  who  were  now  convinced  of  the  contrary ;  and  furely  they 
would  a£l  more  according  to  the  rules  of  honour,  to  confcfs  their 
errors  the  moment  they  were  convinced  of  them.     But  there  was 
nothing  more  curious  ^an  to  hear  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
talk  of  the  confiftency  of  the  HoUfe  of  Commons.     What  would 
become  of  his  old  fteady  friends,  exifting  circumftanccs  ?  In  the  cafe 
of  Oczakow,  he  had  not  hefitated  to  retradi  widiout  a  blu(h,  when 
he  found  the  public  opinion  againft  him.     He  came  kkwxii  and 
faid  that  our  means  were  not  equal  to  the  object :  why  could  not  he 
^  therefore  now  compare  the  objedt  with  the  means  r  Surely  the  dif- 
afters  that  had  happened,  and  the  change  m  the  prefent  cafe,  nDore 
than  in  the  Ruffian  armament,  would  juftify  him  for  retradting  his 
opinion.    He  yrould  do  it  with  great  advantage  to  himfelf ;  it  would 
give  vigour  to  England,  and  take  it  from  France.    But  why,  it  wai 
iaid,  (hould  we  be  the  firft  to  negociate  ?   It  would  be  a  4iumiluition 
forfooth  to  propofc  to  treat  becaOfe  we  were  unfuccefsfiil.    Upon  this 
principle,  it  was  almoft  hopelefs  that  we  could  ever  treat ;  for  could 
it  be  expefted  that  the  French  Government  would  be  the  firft  to 
propofc  to  negociate  when  they  knew  that  our  Miniflicrs  had  twenty 
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times  faid  that  no  pofliblc  peace  could  be  made  while  they  continued 
in  power.     Let  Engliihmen  aflc  themfelves  what  would  be  their 
feelings  if  the  fame  language  had  been  ufed  to  us  that  we  have  ufed 
to  them?   If,  for  inftance,  they  had  de^ared  in  the  Convention 
that  they  never  would  treat  for  peace  with  'England  until  there 
(hould  take  place  a  reform  in' the  Government  of  England  ;— would 
not  every  Englifhman  die  before  he  would  fubmit  to  afk  to  negociate 
under  fuch  a  declaration  r — Yet  fuch  a  declaration  we  had  made 
towards  France.    We  muft  therefore  do  away  the  effeft  of  our  ar- 
XYigant  and  impolitic  expreflionsy  and  he  had  no  hefitation  in  faying 
what  he  believed  in  his  heart,  that  if  we  took  away  that  obftacle, 
we  fhould  have  peace  ;  or,  if  not,  we  (hould  fight  them  upon  equal 
terms  ;  we  (hould  take  from  them  the  caufe  of  their  enihufiafm  ; 
we  (hould  take  from  them  that  which  aroufcd  every  national  feeling; 
which  had  carried  them  to  thofe  unparalleled  exertions  that  had 
a{toni(hed  and  confounded  the  world.    They  would  then  no  longer 
feel  that  they  had  to  fight  to  extremity,  or  that  they  were  beficged 
in  their  own  country,  for  daring  to  give  to  their  own  country  fuch 
a  Government  as  they  liked.     Did  he  propofe  to  unman  one  (hip, 
to  di(band  one  regiment  ?  No,  for  on  tlie  contrary  his  propofition 
was  to  add  vigour  to  the  country;  and  furcly  we  (hould  fight  as  well 
after  we  had  made  a  declaration,  that  it  was  not  our  intention  to 
reduce  any  people  to  (lavcry.     Nor  (hould  we  treat  for  peace  upon 
worfe  terms,  if  M*e  were  to  treat  before  we  were  reduced  to  extre- 
mity.   He  refertxid  to  the  hiftory  of  the  war  of  King  William,  and 
of  his  having  had  the  wifdom  to  conceal  his  dcfign  of  altering  the 
French  Government.    The  want  of  fccurity  for  the  continuance  of 
peace,  nught  be  pleaded  for  going  On  with  any  war.    There  was  no 
pofitivc  fecurity.     Certainly  we  (hould  have  as  much  fccurity  now 
as  in  any  former  inftance.     If  peace  were  to  take  place,  thty  muft 
di(band  their  armies,  and,  if  the  mighty  machine,  which  nothing, 
but  the  diabolical  confederacy  of  defpots  had  put  in  motion,  were 
once  flopped,  it  would  be  Impoflible  again  to  put  it  in  motion.      If 
tliis  country  had  a<51cd  right  in  interfering  to  prevent  that  diabolical 
confederacy,  all  might  have  been  well ;  France,  though  perhaps  a 
more  powerful  neighbour,  would  have  been  lefs  obnoxious ;  the 
King  might  have  been  now  upon  his  throne,  and  all  the  horrors  and 
maflacrcs  that  had  defolated  that  unhappy  country  might  have  been 
prevented.     He  ridiculed  the  idea  of  the  influx  of  French  princi- 
ples into  this  country,  for  our  own  Conftitution  could  orvly  ilouri(h 
here  :  it  had  been  more  deeply  rooted  in  our  affeflions  by  the  fiital 
experiments  that  had  been  made  in  France.     He  called  to  the  rc- 
poUcdUon  of  Mr.  Pitt,  the  memorable  cxpreffion  of  his  venerable 
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father,  thht  they  fhould  die  on  the  lad  breach  before  they  granted  the 
independence  of  America,  and  that  the  firft  a6l  of  his  political  life 
was  to  fign  that  vcrj'  independence  which  his  father  had  deprecated. 
Nccefluy  dictated  the  act,  and  he  muft  now  rctraft  in  the  fame  man- 
ner his  fyftein  with  rcfpcc?l  to  France.  Mr.  Fox  concluded  by  fay- 
ing, that  he  certainly  preferred  the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend, 
which  he  had  opened  and  fupported  with  fuch  luminous  aigumcnt 
and  irrefiftible  perfuafion,  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Wilbcrforce ; 
but  at  the  fame  time  that  amendment  iliould  have  his  fupport,  if 
the  Houfe  thought  fit  to  prefer  the  one  propofition  to  the  other. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  rofe  again  to  prcpofe  his  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  the  honourable  gentleman  was  at  liberty 
to  move  his  amendment,  after  that  now  before  the  Houfe  (hould 
bcdirjx)fcd  of 

Mr.  DUNDAS  confidered  the  original  motion  as  couched  in 
fuch  general  terms  that  the  Houfe  could  not  vote  for  it  wiirh  fafctj' ; 
whereas  the  amendment  declaring  the  fenti meats  of  the  Houfe  in  a 
clear  and  pofitive  manner,  could  be  adopted  witli  coniiftcncy  to  the 
vote  of  the  Houfe,  on  the  oj>ening  of  the  fciTion.    Ever  fmcehe  had 
been  a  Member  of  Parliament  he  had  been  of  opinion,  that  a  de- 
claration of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  tending  to  peace  was  pregnant 
with  mifchicfs  ;  it  was  fo  in  the  American  war;  tlie  eifefts  of  fimi- 
Jar  declarations  were  prmiu»£live  of  many  difaflcrs,  which  itinras 
probable  would  be  the  cafe  ap;ain.      Having  dwelt  on  this  point,  he 
next  gave  it  as  lils  moft  ferious  and  confcicncious  opinion,  that  at  no 
period  whatever  could  we  be  in  a  worfc  fituation  to  enter  into  negp- 
clation  for  peace.    Arc  we  to  be  told,  that  at  fuch  a  diftrcfsful  time, 
when  France  is  in  poffcflion  of.Hoiland,  and  viclorious  wherever 
fhe  carries  her  arms,  that  tliis  is  the  moment  to  treat  for  peace  r 
And  after  their  declaration,  that  they  would  meet  the  new  Carthage 
on  the  banks  of  the  Thartics  r  He  was  apprehcnfive  that  gentlemen 
did  not  confider  the  terms  v/hich  we  were  likely  to  obtain^  were  a 
ncgociation  for  peace  fct  on  foot.    Would  they  wifli  France  to  keep 
quiet  poi'i'dTion  of  Holland  and  Flanders  r   Yet  was  dKrc  a  bare 
probabiliry  that  they  would  rclinquifl'k  thofc  conquefts  ?   He  wouij 
not  refer  gentlemen  to  the  circumftances  of  the  American  war,  but 
he  would  refer  them  to  the  proceedings  of  this  Houfe,  recorded  upn 
the  Journals  fincc  the  opening  of  the  prcfent  feflion  of  Parliament. 
It  was  but  three  weeks  ago,  that  this  Houfe  came  to  a  deteftninatioQ 
to  profccutc  d^iC  war  v/ith  energy  and  vigour,  ^nd  he  would  aft, 
had  ap.y  thing  happened  (incc  of  a  nature  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  pafs 
a  rcfolucion  diametrically  oppoiltc  r — He  thougtit  quite  the  contraiy; 
tlie  events  tliat  had  intervened  had  proved,  in  liis  opinion,  the  W 


A.  1795.  DEBATES.  351 

ccJTity  of  adhering  to  that  firft  declaration.     Having  declared  his 
fcntimcnts  on  the  impolicy  of  the  motion,  he  would  next  deliver 
them  on  the  amendment  ptopofcd  by  his  rijht  honourable  friend  ;  he 
did  not  wonder  that  liic  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  was  fo 
angry  at  that  amendment,  becaufc,  had  his  right  honourable  friend 
onh'  negatived  the  motion  it  would  have  been  publifhed  in  every 
dirty  ncwfpapcr  and  circulated  through  every  petty  town  and  village 
in  the  kingdom,  that  Minidcrs  would  not  treat  with  any  Govern- 
ment in  France  but  tl;c  Monarchial,  and  that  the  objed  of  the  prc- 
fcnt  conteft  was  the  <leftruiUon  of  the  Republic  at  prcfent  eftablifhed 
in  that  countrj\— ITie  amendment  would  prevent  fuch  mifreprc- 
fcntation ;  it  was  explicit,  and  gentlemen  would  vote  for  it  with 
greater  confidence.     Mr.  Dundas  next  adverted  to  the  origin  of  the 
war  ;  for  this  purpofe  he  read  the  declaration  of  Monfieur  Chauve-  ^ 
lin  of  the  loth  of  May,   1792,  and  contended  that  France  had 
violated  eveiy  article  of  that  declaration  by  her  fubfequent  a<£ls ; 
and  the  point  of  difpute  which  produced  the  rupture,  was  not  fo 
much,  he  faid,  the  conteft  of  the  Scheldt,  but  that  dcclaratit>n  of 
November,   1792,  offering  afliftance  to  any  number  of  perfons  in 
any  country,  diiTatisficd  with  their  form  of  Government  and  in- 
clined to  deftroy  the  fame — we  had  much  to  fear  from  the  influx  of 
Frenchmen  coming  to  this  country,  if  peace  was  made  during  the 
exifting  principles  of  that  country.     The  latcnofs  of  the  hour,  tbc 
right  honourable  Secretary  faid,  prevented  his  going  farther  into  the 
confideration  of  the  queftion,  on  which  he  had  much  more  to  re- 
mark.   He  concluded  by  again  commending  the  amendment  of  his 
right  honourable  friend,  which  he  faid  amounted  to  this,  that  we 
ftill  adhered  to  our  determinatidn  to  fuppor.t  His  Majefty  in  the  war, 
and  at  the  fame  time  declaring  that  we  fliould  be  ready  to  treat 
whenever  an  orderly  Government  was  eftablifhcd  in  France,  which 
(hoatd  promife  ftability  and  fecurity  to  fuch  treaty. 

Mr.  FOX  explained. 

Mr.  HENRY  HIPPESLY  COX  faid,  he  had  formerlygiven 
his  fupport  to  Minifters,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  add  to  the 
vigour  and  fuccefs  of  their  meafures  ;  but  he  thought  that  the  mo- 
tion made  to-day  was  fo  candid  and  fair,  that  he  fhould  certainly 
vote  for  it. 

Mr.  S.  COCKS  deliviered  his  fentiments  againft  the  motion. 
He  faid,  he  (hould  not  have  rifen  on  the  occafion,  had  he  not  been 
fearful  that  he  might  be  mithken  for  the  honourable  gentleman  of 
his  name,  who  had  fpoken  in  favour  of  the  queftion. 

Mr.  H.  THORNTON  (Member  for  Southwark)  faid,  that  he 
rofe  to  prevent  the  Houfe  from  being  under  any  mifcpnccption,  in 
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tcfpeft  to  the  objeft  of  his  honourable  friend's  (Mr.  Wilbcrfoicc) 
amendment.     It  hadljeen  oppofcd,  on  the  ground  of  its  convcyinj 
^  (^rediion  to  the  Government  to  treat  for  peace.     It,  in  fa<3,  how- 
ever, did  no  fuch  thing  ;  he  (hewed  himfclf  not  to  have  liked  an 
amendment  which  conveyed  an  implication  of  this  fort,  and  for  two 
reafons  ;  the  one  was,  that  the    Houfe  had  already  decided  that 
point,  having  lately  pledged  themfelves  to  carry  on  the  war,  and 
he  fhoiild  be  forry  to  prefs  upon  them  any  queftion  which  they  had 
iecently  rejeflcd  :  another  rcafon  was,  that  he  himfclf  thought  that 
this  was  not  a  moment  for  bringing'forward  a  propofition  for  peace^ 
infomuch,  that  if  any  motion  of  that  nature  had  been  intend^,  he 
ihould  have  wifhed  to  put  it  off,  on  the  ground  of  the  public  events 
which  had  lately  happened,  left  Parliament  (hould  be  fufpeded  of 
adting  under  the  impreffion  of  fear.     The  amendment  of  his  ho- 
nourable friend  amounted  merely  to  a  general  declaration  that  no 
.particular  form  of  Government  in  France  fhould  preclude  a  nego- 
tiation for  peace,  without  at  all  prefcribing  the  time  when  the  ne- 
gociation  ihould  take  place.     He  thought  this  amendment  prefer- 
able to  that  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt),  bccaule 
it  was  more  clear  and  explicit;  at  the  fame  time  he  confidercd  the 
amendment  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  as  fpeaking,  on  the 
whole,  a  more  pacific  language  than  had  been  hitherto  held  by  Par- 
liament ;  and  he  trufted  that  every  fymptom  of  a  difpodtion  to  peace, 
whether  in  Great  Britain   or  in  France,    would  tend  to  encourage 
the  fame  difpofition  in  the  other  country,  and  to  bring  forward  the 
time  which  all  fo  ardently  wifhed,  when  a  pacification  would  take 
place. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BASSET  faid,  I  am  feldom  induced  to  troubk 
the  Houfe  for  any  length  of  time,  and  I  mod  certainly  (hail  not  do 
fo  at  this  late  hour  ;  but  as  I  did  not  vote  on  the  firft  day  of  die 
feflion,  I  am  defirous  to  give  my  reafons  for  my  condud  dien,  as 
well  as  thefe  which  induce  me  to  give  the  vote  I  intend  this  lught. 
I  believe  thofe  who  know  me,  are  convinced  that  it  is  not  my  cuf- 
tom  to  (brink  from  the  decifion  of  any  queflion  on  which  I  can  pof- 
fibly  make  up  my  mind.  I  think  it  right,  therefore,  to  (ay,  that 
I  could  not  vote  for  the  Addrefs  on  the  (irft  day  of  the  feSion,  be- 
caufe  it  appeared  to  me  to  pledge  us  completely  to  the  war,  without 
leaving  any  opei;iing  for  peace  ;  this  was  my  bbje£tion  to  the  Ad* 
drcfs,  and  I  could  not  vote  for  the  amendment,  becaule  I  thot^g^ 
it  laid  us  in  a  manner  at  the  feet  of  France  :  there  is  the  fame  ob- 
jedUon,  in  my  opinion,  to  the  queftion  moved  by  the  honouraUe 
gentleman  oppofite  to  me  :  I  (hould,  however,  have  felt  confidcr- 
able  difficulty  in  my  vote  this  night,  if  it  had  been  propoiibd  to 
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gative  that  queftios  ;  and  I  believe  many  other  gentlemen  arc  in  the 
fame  predicament ;  the  fame  reafons  which  prevented  me  from  vot- 
ii^  on  the  firft  day  of  the  feflion,  would  have  probably  induced  mc 
to  follow  the  fame  line  of  condu6l  on  this  day,  if  the  amendment 
propofed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  not  been  moved  : 
Aat  amendment  moft  perfc<31y  meets  my  wifties,  and  will  have  my 
chcarful  and  ready  alfcnt.  It  tells  thofe  of  our  conftituents  who 
wi(h  for  peace,  that  we  are  ready  to  make  it,  whenever  it  can  be 
obtained  on  feir  and  honourable  terms  :  the  amendment  dix's  not 
determine  whether  peace  is  now  attainable,  but  it  fays,  both  to 
friends  and  enemies,  that  whenever  it  is  fo,  no  mode  of  government 
cither  now  prevailing,  or  which  may  prevail,  in  France^  will  be 
confidercd  as  an  obftacle  to  it ;  and  by  the  amendment,  wx  ftill  tell 
our  enemies  that  we  are  determined  to  carry  on  this  juft  and  necef- 
fary  war  with  vigvour  and  efFecl,  for  the  purpofc  of  attaining  what, 
ought  to  be  the  objeS  of  all  wars — a  fafe  and  honourable  peace. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  (Member  for  Berklhire)  faid,  he  would  vote  for 
the  original  queOion,  although  he  had  been  difpofcd  to  vote  in  ge- 
neral with  Miniflers. 

Mr.  GREY  then  rofe  to' reply  to  the  arguments  advanced  in  tbc 
courfc  of  the  debate  againft  his  propofition. — He  fald,  tliat,  from, 
the  latenefe  of  the  Hour,  he  had  neither  the  power  nor  the  inclina- 
tion to  trefpafs  on  the  indulgence  which  it  was  the  coftom  of  the 
Houfc  to  grant  to  the  mover  of  a  queftion.  He  could  not,  how- 
ever, pafs  unnoticed  many  things  that  occurred  in  the  courfc  of  the 
evening ;  and  firft,  he  muft  obferve  on  the  condu<3  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  oppofite,  (Mr.  Pitt)  in  treating  his  motion  in  fb 
unfair  a  manner  as  he  had  done,  in  evading  the  qucftion,  by  mov- 
ing an  amendment,  inftead  of  declaring  the  principles  on  which  he 
afted  with  regard  to  France,  by  giving  his  vote  openly  and  candid- 
ly, and  leaving  the  Houfc  to  forni  their  uninfluenced  judgment  on 
the  bufinefs.  By  the  line  of  condu6t  which  he  has  taken,  it  w:is 
plain  that  he  did  pot  dare  to  meet  the  queftion  fairly,  and  he  gave 
no  (atisfadlion  to  the  Houfe  or  the  Public  with  rcfpecl  to  the  queftion 
of  peace  ;  for  he  did  not  acknowledge  whether  he  \^  as  or  was  not 
difpofed  to  reftorc  the  bleflings  of  peace  to  the  country  at  the  prefent 
melancholy  juniSlure. — It  had  been  advanced  by  an  honourable  gen- 
tleman, that  no  terms,  either  honourable  or  fecure,  could  be  ex- 
pe3ed  from  an  inveterate  and  victorious  enemy,  at  the  prefent  time, 
than  which  a  more  unfortunate  period  to  treat  could  not  poflTibly  oc- 
cur, and  until  the  fate  of  war  (hould  render  the  fttuation  of  our  af- 
fairs  lefs  unfavourable,  we  ought  to  perlift  to  the  laft  extremity. 
This  was  a  declaration  truly  alarming  indeed.    It  was  allowed  that 
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we  had  brou^t  ourfelve9  into  the  moA  Unfortunate  and  diCiftroui 
predicament,  and  he  was  forry  to  fubfcribe  to  the  juitice  of  the  re-^ 
mark ;  but  where  did  the  means  exift  of  recovering  ourielvcs  from 
the  alarming  prefTure  of  the  fituation  into  which  we  have  thus  been 
wantonly  and  unneceffarily  lcd?-^Hc  could  not  diibover  them. 
But  the  honourable  gentleman  afUs  how  peace  is  to  be  obtained, 
and  what  terms  he  would  propofe  to  bririg  it  about  r  This  was  a 
liuefiion  which,  being  unfairly  put,  was  entitled  to  no  anfwer  from 
im,  although  the  propofition  was  felf  evident.     Can  we  confcnty 
y  they,  to  leave  the  enemy  in  the  quiet  pofleflion  of  Holland  arni 
«he  Netherlands,  without  draining  every  nerve  to  regain  thefc  pot 
feflfions  for  our  allies,  in  wbofe  hands  they  would  be  much  more 
fafe  than  in  thofe  of  their  prefcnt  occupiers  ?  Could  not  he,  with 
more  propriety,  afk  Miniflers  where  were  the  means  of  repelliiig 
the  enemy ;  for  furcly  no  one  can  fuppofe  for  a  moment  that  the 
ftrength  of  France  does  not  admit  of  more  refourccs  for  carrying  on 
the  war  than  any  other  country  in  Europe,     It  has  been  faid,  how 
can  we  make  peace  with  a  people  who  have  declared  that  they  will 
never  treat  with  us   until  they  have  blown  our  fleet  out  of  the  fca, 
and  buried  Carthage  in  the  Thames  ?  Thus,  taking  advantage  of 
every  fooli(h  faying  or  mad  figure  that  may  be  employed  by  an  indi- 
vidual enthufiaft,  which  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  afcribe  to  the  Go- 
vemment  of  France.     The  favourite  argument,  that  no  faith  ooi  Id 
be. held  with  the  prefent  French  Rulers,  wo^  completely  refuted  in 
the  example  of  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  America,  with  whom  Frarcc 
has,  in  no  one  inftance,  violated  any  of  her  engagemcnts-^i— But  then 
it  was  faid,  fhould  we  treat  with  a  power  which  would  only  be  treated 
with  by  fuch  as  would  acknowledge  the  French  Republic,  one  and 
iftdivifible,  and  recognize  in  them  the  principle^  of  liberty  and  equa- 
lity ? — Certainly  thcfe  confidcrations  (hould  be  no  obdack  in  the 
way  of  fuch  a  meafure  ;  whatever  Govcrnn^nt  they  might  think 
proper  to  confer  on  themfelvcs,  refted  enrircly  with  them,  and  no 
tiation  had  any  right  to  objecft  to  their  conduft  in  fuch  a  cafe.     If 
this  was  not  die  k&,  we  might  objed  to  treating  with  &e  Emperor 
of  Morocco,  becaufc  he  affumes  to  himfelf  the  title  of  Kii^  of  Ae 
Sun,  Moon,  and  Stars ;  and  Frailce  might  rcfufe  to  treat  with  Gieat 
Britain,  becaufe  her  Sovereign  calls- himfelf  King  of  France.     All 
thcfe  objedions  on  our  part,  he  looked  upon  as  filly  fubterfugcs  to 
cover  the  real  intention  of  Miniflers,  which  was  the  impradicablc 
fcheme  of  reftoring  Monarchy  in  France ;  for  th^  rcfiifed  to  tceat 
with  Briflbt,  with  Roberfpierre,  and  no^  that  a  moderate  party  has 
gained  the  afcendancy,  thar  plea  is  flill  the  fame,  namely,  the  in- 
Ihbility  of  their  councils  ^  but,  however  this  might  be  the  cafe,  be 
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defied  any  getttlemaili  to  produce  a  fingle  inflance  \n  which  they  have 
not  Icrupuloufly  refpe£ted  all  their  connexions  with  foreign  powers ; 
but  fuppofing  that  it  (hould  fo"  turn  out,  that  a  party  (hould  fucceed 
the  prefent  ruling  one,  whom  Miniders  might  feel  lefs  hcfitation  to 
treat  widi,  what  fecurity  would  there  be  for  their  (lability  any  rhore 
Chan  for  that  of  any  of  their  prcdeceiTors  ?  A  right  honourable  gen- 
deman,  (Mr.  Dundas)  had  (aid,  that  the  decree  of  the  Convention, 
oflering  protection  to  the  fubje3s  of  fuch  countries  as  might  wifli 
to  rid  themfelves  of  defpotifm,  had  not  been  repealed  ;  but  he 
would  infift  that  it  was  done  away  to  all  intents  and  purpofes.  The 
National  Convention,  it  was  true,  wa$  not  fo  regular  in  their  mode 
of  proceeding  as  that  Houfe  was,  which  was  to  be  feen  in  many 
other  cafes  befide  the  one  in  quefiion.  It  would  not,  however  be 
denied,  that  on  finding  the  decree  of  Araternixation  obnoxious  to  the 
other  nations  of  Europe,  they  pafTed  another,  which  amounted  to 
a  complete  repeal  of  it-*that,  notwithAanding  any  thing  to  the 
contrary,  they  diiclaimed  all  intention  of  interfering  with  the  in- 
ternal concerns  of  foreign  nations.  It  appeared  to  him  th<  meaning  of 
what  had  been  advanced  by  fome  gentlemen,  that  until  our  armies 
Ihould  regain  fome  of  the  advantages  they  had  loft,  we  ought  not  to 
think  of  fuing  for  peace.  Such  an  event  he  could  not,  for  his  own 
part,  hope  for  a  moment ;  but  fuppoiing  it  fhould  happen,  would 
there  be  any  more  inclination,  on  the  part  of  our  Minifters,  to  treat, 
than  there  was  when  we  had  by  far  the  advantage  of  the  conteft  ?-— 
He  thought  not ;  and  that  it  would  only  encourage  us  to  purfue  a 
vilkmary  profpe6l,  to  the  ultimate  ruin  of  the  country  ;  for  die  real 
objed,  the  reftorationof  the  French  Monarchy,  was  asdefperate  as 
it  was  ridiculous.  He  then  took  a  view  of  the  finances  of  the  ene- 
my, and  infilled  that  they  were  in  fuch  a  flate  ^s  to  render  them  ca- 
pable of  withftanding  all  the  efforts  that  could  pofiibly  be  devifed  to 
fubdue  them,  by  any  means  whatever ;  their  refources  were  incal- 
culable, and  the  people  were  emulous  to  ilrain  every  nerve  in  fup- 
port  of  their  independence,  liberty,  and  cxiftence.  He  concluded, 
by  making  fome  remarks  on  the  prefent  fituatioil  of  afiairs  on  the 
Continent,  the  poffelTion  of  the  Dutch  navy  by  the  French,  and 
on  the  condition  of  our  brave  countrymen  in  arms,  of  whom  no- 
thing was  now  known,  but  whom  he  fiiKerely  hoped  to  be  placed 
in  a  fituation  of  fafety. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  faid,  he  would  only  rife  to  anfwcr  a  point 
that  had  been  ftartcd,  »o4  on  which  he  conceived  he  had  been  mudi 
mifreprefented,  and  that  was,  that  he  had  aiTerted  the  reftoration  of 
Monarchy  in  France  to  be  die  fine  qua  non  upon  which  the  country 
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(Km ' d  treat. .    He.  entertained  n&  fuch  idea,  and,  as  far  ai  he  cotdd 
rectlU  %  he  never  had  made  fueh  an  afTertion. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  upon  Mr.  Chancellor  Ktt't  amend- 
ment. 
For  the  amendment,  Ayes,  268  ;  Noes,' 86.     Majority,  182. 
A  fecond  divifion  took  place  upon  Mr.  Wilberforce's  amendment, 
when  the  numbers  wcre^  againft  it. 

Noes,  254;  Ayes,  90.  Majority,  164. 
The  gallery  doors  were  not  opened  again,  but  we  undcrftand 
that  after  Mr.  Wilberforce's  amendment  was  difpofed  of,  Mr.  She- 
ridan propofed  a  third  amendment,  to  be  added  to  Mr.  Pitt's  rcfo- 
lution.  He  charged  the  Minifter  with  having  feleded  words  of  am- 
biguity and  prevarication  to  milkad  the  Public,  on  a  fubje^  and 
on  a  day  peculiarly  devoted  to  perfpicuity  and  explanation.  The 
wifli  of  the  country  was-^br  a  fpeedy  peace,  without  regarding  the 
conftrudlion  or  principles  of  the  prefent  exifting  Government  of 
France.  He  was  confident  the  Minifter,  and  many  who  voted 
with  him,  meant  differently.  His  amendment  would  bring  their 
meaning  to  a  fair  trial ;  if  negatived,  the  country  would  underftand 
that  peace  was  as  far  off  as^  ever,  and  that  the  war  was  ftill,  in 
h&f  carried  on  to  change  the  Government  of  France.^ 

Th!^  brought  on  a  warm   Altercation,  and  particularly  faerweea 
Mr.  FOX  and  Mr.  WINDHAM. 

The  additfon  propofed  by  Mr.  Sheridan  was— 
"  And  tliat  this  Houfe  are  not  of  opinion  that  there  arc  circum* 
•*  ftanccs  in  the  prefent  Qxrfting  Government  of  France  which  pTD- 
"  elude  all  negociation  with  the  faid  Government,  or  render  it  10- 
'^  capable  of  maintaining  the  accuftomtd  relations  of  peace  and 
**  amity  with  other  countries." 
It  paflfed  in*  the  negative. 

MINORITY  on  the  Amendment  of  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  to 

the  Motioif  of  Mr.  GREY. 

Anfon^  Thomas  Litchfield 
Anton  ie,  Lee                        ^         Great  Marlow 

Aubrey,  Sir  John  Clithcroc 

Rinlcer,  Henry  Corff  Caftfc 

Banhana,  J,  P*  Stockbridge 

Baring,  Sir  Francis  Wycomb 

Baring,  John  Exeter 

Bouverie,  Hon.  Edward  Northampton 

Bouvorie,  Hon.  William  Old  Samm 

Bradyll,  Wilfon  Cariiile 

BuHcr,  James  Exeter 

Burch,  J.  R.  ThctibWl 
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Byng,  Ocorgo 
Church,  J«  B. 
Clayton,  Sir  Robert 
Coke,  T.  W. 
Coke,  Edward 
Coke,  D,  Parker 
Colhovm,  WilUam 
Courtenay,  John 
Coxc,  H.  Hippcilcy 
Crcfpigny,   T.  C. 
Crewe,  John 
Cur  wen,  J.  Chr}(lian 
Davers,  Sir  Charles 
Dimfdaie,  Baron 
Dolben,  Sir  William 
Dundas,  Charles 
Erikine,  Hon.  Thomas 
Feathefftone,  Sir  Henry 
Fitzpatrick,  General 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Foley,  Hon.  Edward 
Folkes,  Sir  M.  B. 
Fox,  Right  Hon.  C.  J. 
Francis,  Philip 
Glotrer,  Richard 
Grey,  Charles 
Harcourt,  John 
Hare,  James    . 
Harrifon,  John 
Hill,  Sir  Richard 
Howard,  Henry 
HuiTcy,  William 

Jc^tyl,  Jofcph 
ervoife,  C.  Jervoifc 
Kemp,  Thomas 
Knight,  R.  Payne 
Ladbroke,  Robert 
Lambton,  William  Henry 
Langilon,  John 
Lechn^ere,  Edmund 
Lemon,  Sir  William 
Long,  Samuel 
Ludlow,  Earl    - 
M'Leod,  General  N. 
Maitland,  Hon,  Thocias 
Martin,  James 
Milbanke,  Ralph 
Milner,  Sir  William 
Moyfiyn,  Sir  R. 
North,  Dudley 
Pierfe,  Henry 
Plumer,  William 
Powletc,  W.  Powlett 
Rawdon^  Hoo.  Johi^    . 
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Blechingly 

Pcnryn 

Nbrthumberland  County 

Ilchefter 

Knareiboro'igh 

Great  Grimfby 

Salop  County 

Arundel 

New  Sarum 

Calne 

Yarmouth,  Ifle  of  Wight 

Ludlow 

Oakhampton 

Durham 

Bridgewater 

Worcefter 

Cornwall  County 

Ilchefter 

Huntingdofiihire 

Inyernefslhire 

Jedburgh 

Tcwkelbury 

Durham  County 

York 

Flintihire 

Great  Grimfby 

Northallerton 

Hertfordfliire 

Totnefs 

Appleby 
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NewcafUe 

Surry  County 

Bedford  Connty* 

Sta&rd 

Camelford 
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Bridport 

Liveipool 

Maidfione 

South  wark 

Lincoln  County 

Knareiborough 

BerkAiire 

Thirik 

Hereford 

Beverley 

Bedford 

Bridgenorth 

Torkfhire 

Bodmyn 

Dcnbeigh-  County 
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TELLERS. 

Whitbread,  Samuel,  jun. 


Second  Dlvifion  on  Mr.  WILBERFORCE'*  Amendment. 
Bond,  John  CorffCaftle 


Ford,  Sir  Francis 
Gordon,  James 
MilU,  William 
Powlett,  Charles 
Saliibury,  Robert 
Wilmsc^  John 


NewcafUe-undctr*Lime 

Truro 

St.  Ives 

Triiro 

Monmouth  County 

Coventry 


N.B.  The  following  Members  voted  in  the  Minority,  00  the  Amend- 
ment to  the  Addrefs,  the  fird  day  of  the  Selfion,  and-  in  the  Majority  to 
fupport  Mr.  Pitt's  Amentment  to  Mr.  Grey's  Motion : 

Anderfon,  J.  W.  Main  waring,  William 

Burdon,  Rowland 

Mr.  HUSSEY  moved,  '<  That  an  accoont  of  the  natiocBl  debt, 
as  it  ftood  on  the  5th  of  January,  Ihould  be  laid  upon  Che  taUcy 
jfiAi  an  account  of  the  tntereft  thereon." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  had  fome  time  finoe  pvcn 
notice  of  his  intention  to  move  for  a  Committee,  to  take  tnio  con- 
fideration  a  plan  for  die  more  fpeedily  and  efTedually  nianning  hit 
Majcfty's  navy.  This  motion  he  meant  to  bring  forward  on  Mon- 
day next ;  and  fhould  now  prefent  an  outline  of  th<;  {dan,  which  he 
then  meant  to  fubmit  for  difcuJOTion.     The  £rft  ptopoQimi  which 
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he  meant  4o  make  vas,  ibat  a  fupply  of  feameo  ihould  be  furj(iiihe<| 
from  the  difieitnt  merchants'  (hips,  previous  to  their  clearing  out, 
in  proportion  to  their  tonnage,  fo  that  ^hile  a  fufficient  number  of 
men  (hould  be  left  to  navigate  the  {hips,  tbe^'c  might  likewife  boa 
force  adequate  to  the  protc&ion  of  the  convoys.  On  this  fubje£t  hcf 
had  already  had  much  communication  with  mercantile  men,  and 
would  be  glad  to  receive  any  farther  communication.  The  fecond 
propofmon  was,  that  as  there  was  a  g^cat  number  of  men  employed 
on  water  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  who,  from  the  naturfl 
of  their  employment,  were  qualified  for  fca  fervice,  though  not  ret 
gularly  trained  to  be  feamen,  that  out  of  thefe  there  (hould  alfo  be 
fumiflied  a  certain  proportion.  Beiides,  it  "v^-as  conceived,  that  a 
Qonfidcrable  number  of  landmen  might  be  applied  to  the  naval  (evr 
vice.  With  this  view  it  was  propofed  to  make  a  call  upon  the  dif-^ 
fprcnt  counties  to  furni(h  a  certain  number  of  landmen,  in  proper*^. 
tk>n  to  the  number  of  inhabited  houfes  not  exempted  from  taxef^ 
The  mode  of  raifing  thefe  men  was  to  be  left  fo  the  MagifiratCBy 
with  this  provition,  that  there  (hould  be  impofed  upon  every  parifh^r 
in  cafe  of  default,  a  fine  to  fuch  an  amount  as  would  exceed  the 
bounty  which  it  might  be  ncceiTary  tq  offer.  Thefe  were  certainlfj 
ftrong  meafures  ;  the  fituation  of  the  country  required  that  flxong 
and  efFed^ual  meafures  (hould  be  taken,  and  from  the  fentkntatti! 
that  had  been  cxpreffed  from  all  fides,  he  had  reafon  to  believe  that 
they  were  fuch  as  would  meet  with  concurrence.  He  concluded 
with  moving,  <*  That  the  fubjedl  (hould  be  taken  into  confideratiotl 
in  a  Committee  on  Monday." 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  it  was  neceffary  not  only  to  get  as  many 
nnen  from  the  number  of  thofe  already  trained  to  fervice,  but  to' 
protedl  the  nurfery  of  feamen.  He  (bted,  that  he  underftood  there 
exiftcd  two  obltacles  to  this  nurfery :  firft,  the  circumihince  of  im^ 
prefBng  apprentices,  which  deterred  young  men  from  entering  into 
the  fervice  \  and  fecondly^  the  high  bounties  given  iafea-f^tty^nsi' 
by  the  recruiting  parties. 

Mr.  JEKYL  a(ked  what  period  of  notice  was  to  be  ^vea  tithe 
merchant  (hips  to  fumi(h  their  quota  of  men,  that  it  mfglit  nol 
operate  as  an  embargo  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  (aid,  that  it  was  intended  to  opente  ee 
the  moft  efie<Shial  embargo,  and  the  objedl  of  tiie  Committee  wa% 
to  confider  the  beft  means  in  which  that  embargo  could  be  applied^ 
die  operation  would  affe£t  every  (hip  as  fooivasthe  ad  had  pai&d« 

Mr.  GREY  (aid,  that  in  confequence  of  the  event  of  his  modea 
on  Monday,  ,fo  unfati$fa£lory  to  him,  and^  heunderRood,  aslitde 
fatisfiidory  to  tiie  Public^  at  a  period  the  moft  important  and,pral« 
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fing  that  hzi  ever  occurred  in  the  anj^als  of  the  country*  he  (hould 
now  give  notice  of  his  intention  to  bring  forward  a  (imilar  motion, 
{n  order  to  afcertain  the  principk  on  which  the  war  vtzs  ftill  perfiflcd 
to  be  carried  on,  a  point  which  he  had  by  no  means  been  able  to 
gather  from  any  thing  cxpreflcd  in  the  amendment  moved  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  oh  the  ^rmer  evening.  He  ihould  take 
iui  opportuni^  to  give  farther  notice  of  this  motion  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  ftated^  that  on  Monday  he  cxpedJcd  to 
be  authorifed  by  His  Majcfty  to  bring  down  a  meffage  rcfpefllng  the 
Auftrian  loan,  which  would  of  courfe  be  taken  intoconfideration  the 
,day  following. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  obfervcd,  that  thi^  was  a  meafure  not  only  new 
and  unprecedented,  but  on  the  confcqucnces  of  which  depended  the 
public  credit ;  before,  therefore,  the  Houfe  fhould  confcnt  to  give 
away  fuch  a  fum  for  foreign  fervice,  it  was  important  that  they 
'fliould  be  in  poffeflion  of  every  information  that  could  be  obtained 
with  refpeft  to  the  cfFcfls  of  fuch  a  ftcp.in  the  prefent  ftatc  of  af^ 
ftirs.  He  (hould  therefore  make  a  motion,  "  That  the  Governor 
and  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England  be  dcfircd  to  attend 
this  Houfe,  in  order  to  ftate  their  information  on  this  meafure." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PIT  T  objeftcd  to  this  motion,  as  irregular  in 
Ae  prefent  ftage  of  the  budnefs  ;  and  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
afterwards  to  oppofe  it. 

The  SPEAKER  dated,  that  confiftently  with  the  forrtis  of  the 
Houfe,  what  had  been  faid  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  could  be 
confidered  oiilv  as  an  intimation  of  a  future  motion. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  Houfe  to  refolvc  itfclf 
into  a  Committee  on  the  bill  for  fufpcnding  the  Habeas  Corpus, 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  moved,  that  tlie  Speaker  do 
jiow  leave  the  Chair. 

Mr.  FOX  faid>  that  having  oh  a  former  night  given  notice  of 
his  intention  to  oppofe  the  Houfe  going  into  a  Committee  oh  this 
bill,  though  he  meant  to  objciSt  to  the  Speaker  leaving  the  Chair, 
it  was  rtol  on  the  ground  of  moving  for  a  call  of  the  Houft.  There 
wa«  nothing  afferted  in  the  preamble  of  the  bill  which  had  any  re- 
ference to  the  law  of  treafon.  He  would  not  phrdge  himfelf  to  the 
meafure  of  bringing  in  a  dedamtory  a<9:  to  explain  the  law  of  trea- 
fon.  But  if  in  the  late  trials  doubts  and  conftruSions  had  been  at- 
tempted to  be  introduced  upon  the  ftatute  of  Edward  III.  which 
was  in  his  mind  the  moft  iimple  and  explicit  upon  the  Statute  Book> 
it  was  of  importance  that'thcfe  (hould  be  done  away,  and  that  thf 
Ibttute  (hould  be  put  upon  the  footing  of  clearncfs  and  prccifion,  for 
wlMcb  it  had  originally  been  introduced.     He  meant  to  oppofe  the 
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ikiodon  ftr  leavkij^  the  Chair;  on  the  general  grbuikk  wluch  h^d  al^ 
ready  been  ftated,  and  which  he  Aiouki  not  now  reo^itulate.  If 
had  been  faid,  that  in  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus  we  only  imi-» 
tated  the  example  of  our  fathers ;  the  Habeas  Corpus  had  indeed 
beenibfpeQd^,  buit  the  continuance  of  that  fufpenfinn,  after  the 
period  for  which  it  had  originally  been  fixed^  was  race  indeed.  No 
flich  farther  fufpenfioni  he  believed,  had  ^ver  taken  place>  where 
there  had  been  no  peribns  in  cuftody.  lie  referred  to  th^  inflances 
in  the  reigns  of  William  III.  and  of  George  I.  and  IT.  In  thdfe 
lnftance$  it  had  been  fufpended  either  during  the  period  of  rebellion^ 
^ben  it  was  of  confequence  to  prevent  any  acceflton  to  the  rebel 
foTQCf  or  from  the  dread  of  attempts  to  affaiDinatc  the  King,  which 
from  the  infiantanooufneiis  with  which  they  could  be  executed,  it 
Ivasexpedu^^t  and  neoeifaury  to  meet  by  me^ns  of  immediate  preveq- 
tioOy  ndther  of  which  circumftance$  applied  to  the  prefeiit  period* 
He  concluded^  therefere^  that  the  prefent  meafure  was  not  mbrc^ 
Warranted  by  (M'ecedents,  than  it  was  by  the  general  principles  0^ 
ti)e  Conftitudon,  and  the  conftderatioa  of  the  exiting  circumfiances« 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  decliiied  entering  into  the  gc* 
Heial  difcuffionj  but  d^recated  any  attempt  to  draw  the  law  of  trea* 
ion  into  queftton. 

Mr»  C^ncellor  PlTT  faid,  that  for  the  honout  of  the  country 
no  cafe  (imllar  to  the  prefent  had  ever  occurred.  The  danger^ 
iprhich  we  had  now  to  encounter,  arofe  from  the  progrefs  of  thofe 
principles, <lhe  dreadful  confequencesof  which, we  had  for  fome  years 
paft  t^d;the  ttiiafcrtutle  to  witnefs.  Since  the  revolution  the  Habeas 
Corpus  had  ^n  twelve  times  fufpended,  and  in.  thrqe  or  four  pf 
thcfe  infiancw  the  f^ifpcnCion  had  b^en  continued  without  bringing 
fotW9xd  any  frefh  grounds,  only  ilating  the  general  prevalence  of 
darker.  He  re^ed  to  the  preamble  of  one  of  the  ads  of  Wil- 
liam III.  the  year  after  the  .revolution,  (lating«  that  **  Whereas 
diere  W^re  jufl  grounds  to  fufped  treaibnable  pradices/'  ScC  Tl}(^. 
only  question  then  was>  Whether  becaufe  the  danger  at  the;  prefent 
mofnoK-was  not  prccifcly  the  fame,  though  in  the  n)inds  of  mai^y 
tatioitalfierfoas  it  Was  of  a  nature  infinitely  mgre  d^^dful  and  alarn)- 
i^^  ^  oug^  not  to  adopt  the  lame  means  pf  prsCau^on  that  were 
iCmjdoyed  Jnthofe  former  inilances. 

The  Hpi^fe  divided  .  oil  the  queftion  '^  Whedier  ^  %eaker  do 
now  kalretbe  Chair?*'    Ayes  689  Noes  14* 

The  MU  th^  wedt  throtfgh  the  Committee,  in  whtch  it  was 
t^greed  Asit  it  (houl^  quntinue  in  force  till  the  end  of  the  leffion^ 
The  Report  was  then  received,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a 

diird  djooe  to^voQn^* 
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The  0>mmittcc  of  Supply  and  of  Ways  and  Means  were  defer- 
red till  Monday. 

Thurfday,  7.^th  yanuary\ 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  moved  the  order  of  die  dav, 
'  diat  the  bill  for  continuing  the  fufpeniion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  a& 
be  read  a  third  time. 

Agreed  to. 

He  then  moved  that  the  faid  bill  do  pafs. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  lofe  and  faid,  he  was  extremdyfonyhchad 
not  been  prefent  the  preceding  evening  when  fome  very  ftroqg  o5- 
fervations  were  made  by  a  right  honourable  fnend  of  his  (Mr.  Fox) 
on  the  fubjeft  of  the  legal  dodlrines  which  had  lately  been  delivered 
relative  to  the  conftruftion  of  the  ftatute  25  Edward  IIL  He  laid, 
he  perfcftly  coincided  with  his  right  honourable  friend  in  the  dbierva- 
lions  he  had  made,  though  he  would  not  prefs  his  fentiments  on  the 
Houfe  at  that  time,  but  (hould  refcrve  them  for  fome  future  oppor- 
tunity. He  declared  that  he  had  oppofed  the  bill  in  every  (bge, 
bccaufc  he  totally  difapproved  both  of  the  princijrfc  and  provifions 
of  it — fo  much  fo  that,  he  could  not  fufFer  it  to  pafs  now  withodt 
giving  it  his  pofitive  negative. 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  that  the  bill  do  pafs,  and  cm  a  dl- 
vifion  the  numbers  were, 

Ayes  68,  Noes  4.     Majority  64.. 

The  Attorney  General,  Solicitor  General,  Mr.  Pitt,  Sir  Peter 
Burrell,  Mr.  Baldwin,  and  others,  were  then  appointed  to  take 
the  fame  to  the  Lords. 

Mr.  MAURICE  ROBINSON  gave  notice,  that  he  (hould  on 
the  firft  open  day  move  for'  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to 
take  into  confidcration  the  moft  effedual  means  for  preventing  the 
mixture  of  flour  fn  hair  powder ;  a  mifchief  which  at  the  prefent 
moment  called  for  the  moft  fcrious  attention  of  Parliament. 

MiP.  SHERIDAN- faid,  thit  feveral  communications  had  been 
made  to  him  upon  the  fubjcvS ;  but  one  in  particular,  which  he 
thought  ^t  peculiarly  incumbent  on  him  to  ?t)cntion  now  to  the  Houfe, 
and  that  was  the  alloni(hing  quantity  of  flour  which  was  tifed  as  a 
fubftitutc  for  hair  powder  by  the  foklicrs  of  this  country.  This,  ki 
a  moment  of  apprehended  fcarcity  of  corn,  defcrved  the  moftd^i- 
berate  and  attentive  confidcration  of  Parliament.  He  was  forry  he 
had  not  the  calculation  about  him ;  but  he  would  aiTurc  the  Hoafe 
that  It  was  of  fuch  a  magnitude  as  to  be  almoft  beyond  conceptiori, 
and  which  when  they  heard  would  very  greatly  furprife  diem.  As 
the  honourable  Member,  however^  bad  mentioned  his  intention  of 
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bringing  the fubjeA  before. the  Houfe^  he  thought  it  hi«  duty  to  take 
the  opportunity  of  faying  thus  much  on  the  fubje£V,  in  order  that 
His  Majefty's  fervants  might  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  avail- 
big  themfelves  of  all  the  information  on  the  fubje£t  that  their  fitua- 
rion  fo  well  enabled  them  to  do. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  faid,  that  as  he  undcrftood  Thurfday  nexf 
to  be  an  open  day,  he  fliould  take  that  opportunity  of  bringing  the 
matter  on. 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 

Monday,   2d  February. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  meffage  whicK  he  thou^t 
he  (hould  be  able  to  lay  before  the  Houfc  relative  to  the  Auilrian 
loan,  to-day,  he  muft  defer  until  Wcdnefday  \  and  therefore  he 
now  propofed,  that  the  difcuflion  on. that  fubjcd  fhould  takcplact 
on  Thurfday.   . 

'  Mr.  GREY  propofed  that  the  motion,  of  which  he  had  given 
notice,  and  which  related  in  fomc  d^reeto  the  laft  he  brought  for- 
ward on  the  fubjcdl  of  the  war,  might  be  brought  forward  on  Wed- 
ncfday,  as  he  thought  tlie  objedt  was  of  a  preffing  nature,  in  point  of 
time  as  well  as  importance. 
^  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  tliought  that  it  would  be  inconvenient  to 
have  two  nights  fucceeding  each  other  for  the  difcuflion  of  fubje^ls 
of  fuch  great  importance,  he  had  no  dcfire  to  poftponc  the  difcuflion 
of  the  motion  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  but  it  appeared  to  him 
that  tlic  propoied  arrangement  would  be  v^ery  inconvenient. 

It^  was  then  underftood  that  Mr.  Grey's  motion  (hould  come  on 
on  Friday. 

Mr.  GREY  then  prefented  a  petition  from  the  merchants  and 
other  inhabitants  of  Southampton,  complaining  of  the  indefinite  ob- 
ject of  the  war,  the  lofs  of  blood  and  trcafure  by  which  it  has  been 
attended,  and  the  manner  in  which  we  had  been  defeated  by  our 
allies,  and  praying  that  the  Houfe  would  exert  every  means  which 
its  wifdom  could  direft  for  procuring  peace. 

Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Alderman  CURTIS  prefented  a  petition  of  the  Liverymen 
of  London^  whofe  names  are  thereunto  /ubfcribed  ;  fetting  forth,* 
that  the  petitioners  feel  it  their  duty,  at  this  time,  to  exprefs  to  the 
Houfc  their  firm  attachment  to  the  cduftitution  of  this  country,  as 
ellabli(hed  at  the  glorious  Revolution :  That  the  petitioners  laavc 
feen,  with  concern,  that  the.  meafurcs  which  have  been  hitherto  ck* 
erted  for  bringing  this  war  to  a  Tiappy  conclufion,  have  not  yet  ao 
complilhcd  that  dcfirablc  and,  but  they, firmly  rely  on  Divine  Prt 
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vidence  that  the  bravery  and  ardout  of  our  navy  ihd  ttfttf  irtH  be 
ultimately  fuccefsful ;  and  therefore  praying,  Aat  Ac  Houfe  Will, 
iri  their  wifdom,  adopt  fuch  meafures  as  fliall  cfFcflially  defend  dils 
country  againft  its  enetnies,  and  obtain  die  bleffings  of  peace,  trhcn- 
ever  it  can  be  efFefled  confidently  with  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the 
$tate,  and  with  that  permanent  fecurity  for  #hich  alone  peace  is  dc- 
rable,  as  important  to  the  very  cxiAence  of  our  trade,  cominercei 
and  profperity. 

The  qucftlon  being  put,  *<  That  this  petition  be  laH  on  Ac 
table," 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  obfer>'ed,  that  the  worthy  Aldennan  called 
{his  petition,  the  petition  of  the  Literymcn  of  London.  Kow,  as 
the  Houfe  were  likely  to  have  petitions  ill  abundance  for  a  peace, 
it  would  be  right  that  thofc  who  direfled  their  reprcfentatives  to  pie- 
icnt  them,  fhould  know,  when  petitions  were  figncd,  whcAcr  they 
were  to  be  undcrftood  in  that  Houfe  as  petitions  for  w^r,  or  pcri- 
♦lons  for  peace.  There  were  Biany  names,  he  obfervcd,  to  Ac 
p-efent  petition  ;  he  did  not  mean  to  infinuate  that  they  were  not 
refpeflable  men ;  on,  the  contrary,  he  had  no  doubt  they  trcit  fc ; 
but  when  it  was  ftated  that' this  Was  the  petition  of  die  Livery  of 
London,  it  was  neceffary  that  neither  the  Houfe  of  Commons  nor 
the  Public  (hould  be  mifinformed  upon  that  point.  There  had  al- 
ready been  held  a  very  numerous  meeting  of  the  Livery  of  London, 
who  had  petitioned  that  Houfe  for  peace.  Did  the  wortfiy  Aldcr- 
man  nfican  to  deny  that  the  fenfe  of  the  Livery  of  L/)ndon,  in  Com- 
mon  Hall  afTembled,  had  not  been  decidedly  cYprefled  in  (avmirof 
peace,  and  that  peace  as  fpeedily  as  poflible  ?  It  was  abfoiofely  ne- 
ceiTary,  therefore,  that  petitioners  (hould  underftand  the  predfe 
terms  of  their  petitions,  and  above  all,  die  qfe  that  their  Repitfen- 
iatives  made  of  them.  Many  Liverymen  figncd  the  petition  whiA 
was  agreed  upon  at  the  Common  Hall,  and  which  had  been  already 
laid  upon  the  table  of  that  Houfe ;  was  it  to  be  now  infiniiated  dut 
this  petition  came  from  a  more  rcfpeflable  body  of  Ac  fame  Liveiy, 
and  was  intended  to  pafs  in  that  Houfe  as  a  fort  of  coonter-petttiDA.' 
He  ha  J  no  doubt  but  that  many  of  the  refpeftxblc  perfons  who  %wd 
this  petition,  might  have  beeh  told  that  this  pc^tion  was  wofded  in 
a  more  temperate  and  refpeflful  manner  than  that  whidi  had  been 
agreed  upon  at  the  Common  Hall,  and  that  fuch  a  reprefentation 
pf  the  matter  might  have  induced  many  who  figncd  it  to  do  {n,  and 
yet  the  intention  might  be,  to  ufe  it  as  a  petition  far  a  oont^oance 
pf  war.  He  wa^  jufiificd  in  fufpcding  this  to  be  die  cafe,  and  in 
faying  fo,  for  he  knew  the  tricks  and  (huffl(»  by  which  the  Public 
yf^  imfpfci  ypon*     Th^  whole  fyftem  upon  i^u^.  die  irar  M 
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Ibeen  commeficed,  and  ctmed  on^  was  inifiqircfciilatfcn  and  dela- 
iion.  It  was  in  this  manner  fome  perfons  had  already  been  induced 
to  fign  fotne  petitions,  and  be  had  no  doubt  that  others  would  be 
tadfipered  with  in  the  fame  way  ;  k  was  the  MiniAer*s  fyfiem.  No« 
thing  would  better  illuftrate  the  anCwer  which  the  Minifter  had  ad* 
vifed  His  Majcfly  to  give  to  the  Addrefs  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Council  of  the  city  of  London.  Did  not  the  Common  Council 
underAand  they  were  aiking  for  peace  as  fpccdily  as  could  be  ob* 
taincd,  confidently  widi  the  honour  and  fafety  of  this  country  i  In 
His  Majefly*s  anfwcr  was  there  to  be  found  one  word  about  peace  i 
On  the  contrary^  did  he  not  declare  he  confidered  it  as  an  ehcou« 
ragcment  to  continue  the  war.  Tlus  was  Ae  fyftem  of  Minifters. 
Now,  if  they  really  wiihed  for  petitions  for  carrying  on  a  vigoroua 
profecution  of  the  war,  upon  their  own  plan,  why  did  they  not 
come  at  once  boldly  forwatd^  and  fay  that  fuch  was  their  intention  i 
Why  did  not  Members  who  prcfcntcd  fuch  petitions  avow  it  can- 
didly to  be  their  intentions  to  fupport  the  Minifter  in  his  own  way, 
until  he  (hall  elhbliib  aGovernnnent  of  his  own  forming  in  France, 
or  until  this  country  was  ruined  ?  If  that  was  what  they  meant,  let 
th^m  come  boldly  forward  and  avow  it.  If  this  was  ff.irly  and  ho- 
neiUy  explained,  they  would  not  get  the  np.mes  of  honeft  men  to 
«ny  petitions  fo  ambigoouily  worded,  as  to  admit  of  the  poiTibility 
of  making  more  than  one  confhiifiion  upon  them.  .  If  this  ^as  pro- 
perly undcrftood  by  the  people,  he  would  venture  to  fay,  they  would 
not  get  the  names  of  twenty  tncn  to  any  petition  that  aikcd  for  any 
thing  but  peace,  unlefs  they  were  contractors,  penfioncrs,  and  job- 
bers, who  derived  all  their  wealth  from  the  bowels  of  the  pocM*.  Ho 
Ihould  be  happy  to  hear  any  explanation  upon  this  petition  frorn  the 
worthy  Alderman  who  prcfcntcd  it. 

-  Mr.  Alderman  CURTIS  faid,  that  with  regard- to  the  proceed- 
ings at  the  Common-hall,  y^hich  the  honourable  gentleman  had  al- 
luded to,  the  Majority  there  were  a  violent  party,  <lctermined  tb 
hear  only  one  fide  of  the  queftion,  and  they  refufed  to  hear  him— 
Tlicy  were  not  all  Liverymen— ^Not  one  half  of  than  were  Livery- 
men ;  there  were  fome,  no  doubt,  tdpedtable  men  among  them, 
but  the  majority  wttc  not  of  the  Livery.  '  With  regard  to  the  peti- 
tion now  prcfcntcd  to  the  Houfe,  he  could  only  fay  it  was  left  at  the 
London  Tavern  for  fignatures,  and  there  had  been  no  interferenceiy 
0n  his  part  at  leaft.  Thofe  who  had  figned,  whom  he  knew,  were 
refpcAable  perfons ;  they  exprcffcd  thcmfelves  as  friends  of  peace, 
but  bow  was  a  permanent  peace  to  be  obtained  under  theprefcntcir'- 
^omftaoces  ?  B^  a  vicious  profecution  of  the  war.     He  wiihed  for 
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peace  as  mocft  as  ainy  man/  buttbe  way  he  had  mentioned  was  thtf 
only  way  to  obtain  peace. 

Mr.  GREY  adverted  to  the  fort  of  explanation  which  Ae  warthr 
Alderman  had  been  pleafed  to  give  upon  this  fubjed :  What  was  the 
meaning  of  that  explanation  ?— -He  told  the  Houfe  he  was  a  fincere 
well-wiflicr  for  p^ce !  If  he  meant,  generally »  a  well-wi(bcr  to 
peace,  it  amounted  to  nothing,  for  that  we  muft  all  be :  he  faid, 
he  was  convinced,  that  the  only  way  to  procure  a  permanent  peace 
was^  a  vigorous  profecution  of  the  war— that  was,  in  other  words, 
to  continue  the  war,  on  the  principle  of  e(tabli(hing  in  France  a 
Government  capable,  in  the  Minifter's  opinioli,  of  maintaining  the 
rdations  of  peace  and  amity.— —We  were  at  War  now  fbr  Ae  purpofe 
of  deftroying  the  prcfcnt  form  of  Government  of  France.— Then  let 
the  Liveiymen  of  London  underftand,  that  their  reprcfentaiive  de- 
clared he  prefented  a  petition  fbr  peace  only  when  it  can  be  obtained^ 
by  the  dcftru<5^ion  of  the  prefent  Government  of  France — Was  tbi^ 
fo,  or  was  it  not?  Indeed,  Mr.  Grey  faid,  he  believed  the 
whole  of  this  bufincfs  to  be  founded  on  a  fyftem  of  dclufion.  If 
uny  body  doubted  what  ufc  v^^as  to  be  made  of  petitions  of  this 
Jcind,  let  tl>jm  look  at  the  King's  anhycr  to  one  of  tliem,  which 
had  been  taken  notice  of  by  his  honourable  friend,  in  which  there 
was  not  one  word  faid  of  peace.  Let  the  citizens  of  London 
know,  that  the  ufe  which  was  to  be  made  of  their  laft  petition  was 
to  ufe  it  as  an  inftrument  for  the  encouragement  of  the  profecution 
of  the  war. 

iClr.  Alderman  NEWNH AM  faid,  that  the  proportion  of  Li- 
•vcrymen  at  the  Common  Hall,  which  had  been  alluded  to,  was 
very  fmall  indeed.  Many  ftrangers  took  the  places  of  Liverymen, 
and  affumed  their  privileges.  He  had  no  difficulty  in  faying  that 
the  prefent  was  a  dircS  counter-petition  to  that  which  had  been 
agreed  upon  in  that  Common  Hall.  He  was  confident  that  if  the 
opinions  of  the  Livery  were  taken,  they  would  be  fbr  the  cominu- 
ancc  of  this  war,  until  fuch  a  peace  could  be  brought  about,  as 
might  be  permanent.  He  would  fay,  that  the  Government  of 
France,  in  its  prefent  form,  ouglit  not  to  be  treated  with ;  he  would 
go  farther,  and  fay  that  he  did  not  think  that  any  Government  of 
France  ought  to  be  treated  with  poffeffing  the  territory  which  France 
jiow  poffelfcdJ  He  (hould  prefer  any  war  to  peace  with  France, 
while  it  poflefled  its  prefent  territory,  bccaufe  if  we  agreed  with 
France  for  peace,  in  its  prefent  poiTciTions,  we  (hould  fignthc death 
warrant  of  this  country.  He  was  afioniflicd  it  could  be  thought  of 
in  any  place ;  he  (hould  be  aftonifhed,  indeed,  if  a  majority  of  that 
Houlb  Ihould  agree  to  make  peace  with  France  at  the  prcfcnt  moment  j 
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Ibr  his  part)  he  would  advife  the  nation  to  come  to  its  laft  ftruggle, 
fathtrthan  dojb.  This,  he  believed,  was  the  ofxnion  of  a  la^ 
majority  of  the'  Livery  of  London :  but  at  the  Common  Hall  the 
fentiments  of  the  Company  were  coUeSed  very  unfairly. 

Mr.  AMerman  ANDERSON  agreed  with  hfs  wotjhy  colleagues 
as  to  the  petition  now  before  the  Houfe.  He  faid  it  was  figned  by 
1655  perfons,  and  they  all  knew  the  contents,  of  it.  .  They.wiftied 
for  peace  only  on  an  honourable  footing.  They  figned  it  of  their 
own  accord,  without  any  influence  or  folicitation  whatever. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  make  any  infinua- 
tion  againi^  tho  petitioners,  but  he  was  glad  that  the  matter  had  been 
in  fome  degree  explained^  and  -  that  this  Was  now  to  be  undcrftbod 
as  a  counter-petition  to  that  agreed  upon  at  the  Comnson  HalL 
But  the  worthy  Aldermen  had  thrown  out  fomething  like  an  infi- 
nuation  againft  the  Common  Hall>  by  which  he  believed  they  would 
not  abide.  They  had  faid,  that  the  proceedings  of  that  Common 
Hall  did  not  exprefs  thcienfe  of  a  majority  of  the  Livery  of  London* 
Let  them  try  the  eflFed  in  another  Common  Hall.  ^     • 

Mr.  Alderman  LE  MESURIER  (aid,  he  rofe  to  confirm  what 
had  been  faid  by  hb  brother  magiifaatcs  lefpcAing  the  Common 
Hall ;  fo  tumultuous  and  diibrderfy  an  aflemfoly  he  had  never  fcen 
at  Guildhall;  and  he  could  compare  the  proceedings  to  nothing  fo 
•like  as  what  he  had  heard  of  the  meeting  at  Chalk  Farm,,  with  ttup 
difference,  however,  that  at  Chalk  Farm,  as  he  undcrAoodtt  ftom 
the  evidence  ^ven  at  the  fiate  trials,  the  rcfolutions  to  be  moved 
were  all  printed  and  preyioufly  difhibuted,  fo  that  tliofe  who  there 
held  up  their  hands  might  be  fuppofed  to  know  what  it  vt^as  they 
were  voting*  It  was  not  fo  at  the  Common  Hall,  the  perfons  prcr 
fent  did  not  know  ;  and  he  was  fun;  very  few  of  them  could  hear  the 
contents  of  the  petition  they  then  voted.  He  would  comjdatn  that 
neither  himfelf  nor  his  brother  magiihates  were  fuffered  to  be  heard. 
He  would  fay  that  in  this  Houfe  he  did  not  expeft  to  be  heard— ^ 
he  had  not  the  ability  to  arrdl  the  attention  of  the  Houfe ;  but  at 
Guildhall,  holding  as<he  did  a  rcfponfible  fituation  in  the  magiftracy 
of. the  city^  it  was- the  duty  of  the  Common  Hall  to  hear  him,  as 
much  as  it  was  his  to  offer  lus  fentiments  to  them.  But  it  was  not 
^f  himfelf,  or  of  his  brother  magiftrates  only,  that  he  complain*:d  ; 
when  any  other  gentleman  offered  himfelf  to  the  Livery,  if,  after 
fpeaking  a  fentence  or  two^  he  let  drop  a  word  that  fecmed  hoAile 
to  the  motionj  a  fignal  was  given  from  the  Hufiings,  and  inftantly 
a  torrent  of  hifles  and  hooting^s  iifued.  It  was  notorious- that  the 
aiiemblage  at  this  Common  Hull  was  like  to  any  thing  but  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Livery — He  had  been  informed  by  fome  vvlio  had  figned 
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AepetitibiitimroflMd  totlieHoufe,  tfaattfacywAoeattheCafiDinoll 
Hsdl,  but  fde  tfaemfdves  fo  uifcomfortahLe  tt  being,  »s  tbqr  vcoe^ 
i^irrouDded  hj  dioTc  vfao  ^«re  not  Livcnmen,  thattibey  retired  be^ 
fore  the  queftion  vas  put — Others,  whofc  bodUjr  ftrength  caabM 
them  to  flsqr,  bad  thctr  hands  fixttiMy  luiptdoiira  when  they  s^ttfsoapted 
t9  hold  them  up  againft  the  que^on ;  ajad  jtt  ^  rdTult  ^  tbb 
Coasinon  Hall  vas  called  the  fenfe  of  the  Lively  fuBy  and  ^'n^^ 
taktsu  He  imputed  no  blame  to  the  wordty  Cbjef  M^^giiblKte  i  but 
certain  it  was,  nhat  the  barriers  which  were  eredlod,  as  ufual,  for 
the  admiffion  of  the.  Livciy,  rrtxc  early  in  the  day  broke  down, 
and  pedbns  (^  every  defcripdon  forced  their  way  in.  There  wctc 
Amedcans  and  other  {oreigners,  who  caipe  in  fix  at  a  time ;  and 
lie  undetflood  there  wene  on  that  day  feveial  commiflions  of  bfmfe* 
niptey  fitting,  which  hc^xd  to  fwdi  die  mafs  in  4ie  hall.  He  mtift 
eomfrfatn,  that  fo  much  auumadv/crfion  ibould  take  place  on  the  pc 
dtttxi  of  1654  of  the  moft  refpedfad»le  Liverymen,  when  none  had 
been  made  when  the  petition  of  the  Comnoon  Hall  had  been  prefented^ 
figned  by  only  35  names;  and  on  behalf  .of  that  very  refpedablq 
number  of  the  ii very  with  whom  he  adod,  who  were  neither  con^ 
tvadhuis  nor  jobbers,  nor  yet  :ftrug^ing  fer  powec  or  pbces.  He 
wcukl  complain. that  whik  the  Ho^  dtffercnoe  hfctween  them  and 
his  opponents  was,  that  diey  prayed  for  a  fafe  and  hoooujable 
'-peace,  while  thdr  opponents  aflced  for  a  fpeedy  peace,  diey  could 
Jiot  learn  finom  thofe  gentlemen  what  it  was  they  meant  by  Aia 
fpeedy  peace  they  afkcd  for.  Did  they  mean  to  lay  this  oountif 
at  the  feet  of  the  National  Convention  of  France }  When  geit* 
tlcmen  called  for  an  explicit  declaration^  he  wiflied  they  would  de- 
clare what  themidves  wiflied  and  expe£ked.  He  had  heaxd  that 
the  National  Convention  had  declared  an  what  terms  they  would 
tceat  with  this  country — He  had  heard  that  tbey  had  {aid  in  the 
Convention,  **  You  muft  give  up  all  your  conquefis,  di(band  your 
-army^  and  difm^ntle  your  navy,  and  then  we  will  give  you  peace.^ 
If  England  could  pofiibly  liften  to  fuch  tetms^  (he  would  put  her^ 
Hif  in  the  fituadon  of  the  Hon  in  the  £able,  who  oonfented  to  faaiM 
his  teedi  and  his  fangs  drawn,  and  then  infteadof  embracing  a  bea0< 
tifol  young  lady^  he  was  faiuted  with  a  dub,  which  put' an  end  19 
hb  ezifience. 

Mr.  FOX  obfervcd,  diat  with  regard  to  the  Company  at  die  Co0« 
Rion  Hall  not  having  the  dvility  of  hearing  the  nvorthy  AMennan 
with  patience,  it  was  too  ofitcn^  perhaps,  the  cafe  in  popular  mect^ 
ings ;  compjiies  of  that  fort  did  not  very  often  liflen  very  attettivdy 
to  what  they  did  not  like  ;  but  if  the  defcription,  which  had  beeil 
given  of  that  meeting  by  the  woithy  Magiiintes«  be  juft,  it  iva&a 
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little  fingular  they  ihould  have  cootendod  for  the  hariour  of  prelbtf« 
ing  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  the  very  petition  which  that  com- 
pany agreed  upon,  and  that  it  had  achialiy  been  prefented  iridiout 
the  le^il  intimation  to  the  Houfe  that  it  wzs  voted  by  peifons,  i 
hrgc  oiajoifity  of  whom  were  not  liverymen.  On  the  contrary,  it 
was  opened  by  the  worthy  Alderman  as  the  Petition  of  the  Livery- 
men of  London  in  Common  Hail  aflfembled.  As  to  the  cavil  about 
a  fpeedy  peace,  the  public  common  fenfe  of  that  fentcnce  was  ttxA 
that  we  ihould  make  a  hafty  and  difhonourable  peace,  but  tliat  Mi* 
nifters  Ihould  fet  about  putting  our  aflairs  in  a  train  that  might  ac- 
celehite  the  period  of  negociation ;  this  was  meant  bf  endesKvouring 
to  |iq;ociate ;  that  was  hi^  fenfe  of  the  duty  of  Minifters  when  lie 
talked  of  a  fpeedy  peace,  and  that  he  believed  to  be  the  fenfe  of  a 
very  laxge  portion  of  the  public. 

Mr.  Alderman  CURTIS  difcladmed  any  idea  of  throwing  odium 
on  the  Liverymen  who  attended  the  Common  Hall.  He  laid,  the 
meedng  had  been  legally  and  fairly  fummoned  by  the  Lord  Mayor, 
and  of  courfe  he  was  bound  to  deliver  the  petition  agreed  upon  at 
that  meeting. 

The  petition  was  then  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 
Mr.  FOX  obferved,  that  as  moft  of  the  objeds  for  which  he 
moved  the  CaU  of  the  Houfe  had  been  anfwered,  and  as  many 
Medibers  had  fince  obtained  leave  of  abfencc  from  the  Houfe,  he 
ihould  now  jnove  that  the  Call  of  the  Houfe,  which  ftood  for  to- 
morrow, be  difchaigcd. — Ordered. 

Mr.  GRJEY  adverted  to  the  importance  of  the  fubjcd  which  was 
tq  be  brought  forward  to-night,  relative  to  th'q  more  ciFe£tually  fup- 
plyifig  the  naval  fervice.  It  was  neceflary  the  Houfe  fhould  havO' 
fiill  information  upon  the  fubje<^.  He  had  been  told  that  there 
were  actually,  in  this  country,  at  this  time,  a  body  of  feamen, 
who  were  either  not  employed  at  all,  or  employed  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  made  them  but  of  little  ufe.  He  imderhood  d;iat  they  amount- 
ed to  near  10,000  :  He  therefore  moved,  "  That  there  be  laid 
before  the  Houfe  an  account  of  the  number  of  men  and  boys  em- 
ployed in  barges,  boats,  &c.  in  the  fervice  of  the  Board  of  Admi- 
ralty, and  who  enjoy  protedtion  from  them." 

The  like  motions  with  regard  to  the  Navy  Board,  Viftualling, 
Ordnance,  Excife,  and  Cuiloms — as  alfo  thofc  employed  on  the 
river,  .in  the  Watermen*^  Company ;  all  which  were  ordered. 

Sonie.converCition  then. took  place  on  limilar  motions  relative  to 
account  Qf  preCs^gangs,  .&c.  which,  with  fome  limitation,  were  or- 
dered to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe ;  as  alfo  an  account  relative  t« 
Vqu  XL.  3  B 
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bounties  given  at  different  ports^  from  January,  17931  to  Jantoiryi 

1795- 

Mn  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  the  order  of  the  day  fliould 

be  read,  for  •*  the  Houfe  to  refolvc  itfelf  into  a  G>mmittee,  to  eon- 

fider  of  a  plan  for  the  more  fpccdy  and  cffeSual  manning  of  Hi» 

Majefiy  s  Navy/' 

The  Houfe  accdrdingly  tefolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  Lord 
Ardcn  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  ftated,  that  it  was  not  at  prcfcnt  his  objeft 
to  enter  at  large  into  the  nature  of  the  plan  which  he  (hould  no^ 
fubmit  to  the  Committee.  With  refpeft  to  the  neceffity  and  expe- 
diency of  the  mcafure,  in  the  fituation  in  which  the  country  wai 
placed,  all  (ides  of  the  Houfe  had  unanimoufly  concurred  ;  to  that 
it  would  only  be  wailing  their  time,  to  dwell  on  points  which  had 
already  fo  frequendy  and  fervently  called  forth  the  fupport  and  ap- 
probation of  every  Member  prefent.  Except,  then,  any  gentlemafi 
ihauld  be  particularly  defirous  of  any  explanation  in  the  piefent 
ftage,  his  wi{h  was,  rather  to  meet  the  difcuflion,  by  bringing  in 
a.  bill,  and  dicn  proceeding  as  fail  as  poQible  to  the  Committee, 
when  the  blanks  might  be  filled  up  aiid  the  bill  printed,  allowing  a 
fdfScient  interval  for  all  the  p^rts  of  the  kingdom  to  take  the  (Effe- 
rent claufes  into  their  confideration,  and  to  communicate  any  infor- 
mation that  might  appear  to  them  to  be  material.  There  was  (xdy 
one.  general  confideration  ta  Which  he  (hould  call  their  attention  in 
the  outfct  of  the  buiinefs.  All  had  expreifed,  and,  he  tnifted,  fin- 
cerely  felt,  the  iieceiTity  of  great  and  unufual  burdens,  in  order  to 
meet  the  fcale  of  exertion  which  it  was  incumbent  upon  the  coqU- 
try  to  make  in  the  prefent  crifis.  If  they  felt,  as  they  ougjht,  the 
prelTure  of  that  neceffity,  they  muil  likewife  make  up  tlieir  minds 
to  the  confequence — a  great  degree  of  inconvenience  which  mud  uh- 
avoidably  be  fuilained.  To  this  confequence  they  muft  be  prepared 
to  fubmit,  except  it  could  be  proved  either  that  the  inconvenience 
was  fuch  as  to  outweigh  the  benefit  to  be  reaped  from  the  meafurr, 
or  that  fome  more  convenient  mode  fhould  be  devifed  of  canyijf 
the  fame  mcafure  into  cffed.  He  trufted  that,  in  the  prefent  in- 
Ibmce,  inilead  of  attempts  being  made  to  throw  the  burden  upon 
one  particular  clafs,  inilead  of  jealoufy  being  produced  between  in- 
terefls,  miflakenly  confiderpd  as  oppofite,  all  daffes  of  the  oommu- 
nity  would  cheerfully  unite  to  confider  what  was  the  proportion 
which  eadi  could  afford  to  bear,  and  in  what  manner  the  exeitions 
of  the  country  could  be  moil  efe&ually  called  forth.  In  propoGng 
the  means  by  which  the  plan  now  before  the  Committee  might  bed 
ht  carried  into  efk&p  he  muft.  ncceffarily  look  to  the  principal 
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fourccs  of  the  national  force.  The  principal  of  thefe  undoubtedly 
was  the  trade.  He  ihould  look  to  the  mercantile  marine  ;— firft^ 
as  it  was  the  quarter  bcft  qualified  to  fupply  the  exertions,'  which 
were  now  called  for ;  and,  fecondly,  bccaufc  fo  far  as  there  was  a 
feparate  intercft,  none  were  more  intcrefted  than  the  (hip-owners 
and  merchants,  that  tlie  country  (hould  be  able  to  meet  the  naval 
fwrc  of  the  enemy,  to  maintain,  its  fuperiotity  by  fea,  and  to  fupply 
adequate  convoys.  The  plan  which  he  had  to  propofc  would  be 
attended  with  two  advantages.  It  would  firft  felievc  the  outward- 
bound  trade  of  the  country  from  the  inconvenience  refulting  from 
an  uncertain  degree  of  prefling  men  ;  and,  fecondly,  it  would  pre- 
vent the  ncccflity  of  an  embargo,  a  meafure  .which  had  been  rcfortcd 
to  in  many  former  wars.  The  plan  which  he  had  to  propofe  went 
to  fix  a  certain  number  of  men  to  be  furniflied  by  every  veffcl,  in 
proportion  to  its  tonnage,  for  the  fervice  of  the  Royal  Navy,  pre- 
vious to  clearing  out.  This  would  operate  as  an  embargo  on  every 
individual  ihip,  till  it  had  furnifhed  its  particular  quota  ;  and  the 
convenience  with  which  it  would  be  able  to  profecute  its  voyage, 
would  depend  on  the  alacrity  with  which  it  contributed  to  the  pub- 
lic fervice.  On  examining  the  Cuftom-houfe  books  for  I793> 
down  to  the  month  of  September,  he  found  that  the  total  of  the 
(hipping  of  Scotland  and*  England  employed  100,000  men,  and 
that  the  proportion  of  men  to  thq  tonnage  was  about  one  man  for 
every  fourteen  tons.  He  propofed  to  take  about  one  Teaman  out  of 
every  fcven  who  were  employed  ;  though  indeed  it  was  not  nece(rary 
that  they  (hould  be  able  men,  as  he  would  put  an  ialternative,  that 
the  (hip-owners,  if  they  were  fo  difpofed,  might,  inftead  of  one  fca- 
man,  provide  two  landmen.  No  proportibn  was  to  be  required 
from  any  veflTel  of  lefs  than  thirty-five  tons  burthen ;  every  wctkl 
above  thirty- five  and  Icfs  than  feventy,  to  find  one  landman;  every 
vcifel  above  feventy  up  to  one  hundred  and  five,  to  find  one  feaman 
or  two  landmen ;  and  fo  on  to  an  hundred  and  forty ;  and  above 
that,  to  find  one  landman  progrcflively  for  the  proportion  of  every 
fifty  tons.  The  rcafon  why  he  made  this  diftinction  between  larger 
and  fmaller  vefTels,  requiring  the  one  to  fumifh  a  landman  in  the 
proportion  of  every  thirty-five,  and  the  other  where  above  a  certain 
tonnage  only  one  in  the  proportion  of  ever)'  fifty  was,  that  the  larger 
veifels'made  a  voyage  perhaps  only  once  a  year,  whereas  the  fmaller 
vcflTels  employed  in  the  coafting  trade  made  fevcral,  and  had  there- 
fore much  more  occafion  for  protc<Stion  of  convoy.  He  computed 
that  the  whole  number  of  men  obtained  in  this  way  might  amount 
to  between  eighteen  and  t^-enty  thoufand.  As  it  was  intended  to 
prevent  the  ve(rels  from  clearing  out,  till  they  (hould  havj  lurni(hed 
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their  limited  number  of  men,  it  was  his  objcd,  that  they  (hould 
,then  be  permitted  to  clear  out  as  fpcedily  as  poflible.     From  die 
communications  which  he  had  had  with  gentlemen>  fiocfi  different 
parts  of  the  country,  he  liad  the  fatisfaftion  to  underftand,  that  there 
was  no  part  of  his  plan  liable  to  infaperal)le  objeiflions.     It  was  his 
intention  alfo  tocall  upon  the  country  for  fome  fupply  of  landmen, 
for  the  fcrvice  of  the  navy.    This  fupply  he  meant  to  raifc  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  pariihes  in  the  kingdom,  and  reckoning  one 
man  for  the  proportion,  it  might  produce  a  force  of  about  ten  thou- 
iand  men.     Some  pariihes  might  not  be  able  fingly  to  fumifli  one- 
others  perhaps  more.     The  way  in  whicii  he  meant  to  afcertatn  the 
number,  was  by  a  lift  of  the  inhabited  houfes,  nor  exempted  from 
taxes.     The  mode  of  diftributing  the  proportion,  and  of  arran^i^ 
the  means  by  which  it  was  to  be  raifed,  he  would  leave  to  the 
-  Juftices  of  Peace,  at  a  fpecial  fcflions,  to  be  held  for  the  purpofe*— 
providing  only  that  a  larger  fum  than  (hould  be  adequate  to  tbe 
bounty  given  to  volunteers,  (hould  be  levied  upon  cycry  parifli 
which  (hould  be  a  defaulter.     Bv  this  means  all  thofe  who  came 
forward  would  be  volunteers,  and  in  confequencc  of  the  fine  Ifevied 
upon  defaulters  being  larger  than  the  bounty  required,  a  motive 
would  be  afforded  to  all  the  pari(hes  to  exert  themfelves  to  the  ot- 
moft  in  the  way  of  raifing  men.     There  was  another  quarter  to 
which  he  meant  to  have  recourfe  ;  the  extent  of  the  afliftance  to  be 
derived  from  wliich,  he  was  yet  unable  to  eftimate :  this  was,  by 
raifing  a  certain  number  of  men  out  of  thofe  who  were  empk)ycd 
in  the  inland  navigation,  on  navigable  rivers  and  canals*     To  this 
quarter  he  looked  as  an  excellent  nurfery  for  our  feamen,  as  diofe 
engaged  in  the  inland  navigation,  from  the  mode  of  their  education 
-and  the  habits  of  their  life,  were  well  qualified  for  the  fca-fervice. 
Before,  however,  he  could  afcertain  thcf  probable  anK>i]nt  of  thi^ 
fupply,  it  would  be  ncceffary  to  procure  a  lift  of  the  barges  employed 
in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom.    There  was  only  one  otfier  mca- 
fure  which  he  (hould  fubmit  to  the  Committee ;  a  meafuie  which 
had  been  adopted  in  former  wars,  though  not  with  all  the  cfied 
which  it  might  have  been  calculated  to  produce.     This  was,  to 
pafs  an  z&.  enabling  the  M agiftrates  to  apprehend  all  idle  and  difor- 
derly  perfons  who  might  be  able  to  ferve  His  Majcfty,  and  who 
could  give  no  account  of  their  means  of  procuring  a  livelibood. 
This  meafure  had  been  adopted  in  1778  and  1779;  it  was  then 
.employed  for  the  purpofe  of  recruiting  the  army ;  it  was  now  intend- 
ed to  be  exclulively  applied  to  the  fcrvice  of  the  navy.    He  had  dius 
ftated  the  general  outline  of  his  plan,  which  was  all  that  hepropofd 
upon  the  prefent  occafion  ^  he  would  now  conclude  with  mcmng  (v 
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leave  to  Jbring  in  the  bills  for  the  different  purpofes  he  had  dated. 
•He  therefore  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  requiring  owners 
and  malters  of  fliips  to  furniih  a  certain  number  of  men,  &c.  , 

Mr.  HARRISON  acknowl(:(In?d  that  the  prcfcnt  propofitions 
were  condudted,  on  the  part  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who 
brought  them  forward,  with  great  candcKir,  and  he  by  no  means 
diflfented  from  him  in  opinion,^  that  great  exertions  are  at  prefent 
neccffary  towards  manning  the  navy.     He  would  not  give  his  de- 
cided opinion  at  prefent  whether  thcfc  were  the  mofl  advifcablc 
me^ns  to  be  reforted  ro,  but  he  was  rather  inclined  to  think  that 
they  were  not,  as  they  appeared  to  operate  in  a  manner  which  he 
apprehended  would  be  deemed  by  many,  not  only  partial  but  oppref- 
five.     He  thought  they  boreparticulfirly  hard  upon  the  commercial 
and  trading  interefts  of  the  country,  and  alfo  upon  the  landed  in  a 
certain  degree.     And,  he  faid,  whenever  the  bill  or  bills,  for  car- 
rying ihem  into  cfFcd,  (honld  be  brought  before  the  Houfc,  he 
fhould  certainly  move  a  claufe,  which  Ihould  have  for  its  objeft, 
the  taxing  of  all  forts  of  places  and  penfions  above  a  certain  yearly 
fam.    He  thought  it^ibfolutcly  necclTarj^  that  when  the  merchant, 
the  trader,  and  the  landholder,  were  called  upon  in  the  fevere  man- 
ner they  would  be  by  thefe  proportions,  if  carried  into  effc&l  to 
ccmtributc  to  the  fervicc  of  the  State  over  and  above  what  they  paid 
to  the  general  taxes  of  the  kingdom — ^thofe  who  derived  fuch  fplen- 
did  incomes  of  the  places  and  penfions  they  held,  ought  to  contri- 
bute, in  an  equal  proportion  at  lead,  to  any  additional  taxes  which 
it  might  be  ncceifaty  to  burden  any  other  parts  of  the  fubjcds  with, 
in  confequence  of  any  extraordinary  mealures  which  it  might  be 
advifeable  to  refort  to  on  any  j^rticular  occaiions.     In  the  prefent 
cafe,  as  he  before  obfcrved,  tliefe  J>rovirions  would  operate  very 
heavily  upon  the  landholder,  the  trader,  and  the  merchant,  and  he 
therefore  gave  notice,  that  in  fome  proper  ftage  of  the  bill,  he  would 
certainly  move  a  claufc  to  the  followmgeffeift : — *'  That  every  pcr- 
fon  holding  or  enjoying  a  place  or  pcnlion  of  300I.  a  year,  (hould 
provide  one  feaman,  or  two  landman,  for  the  fervice  of  the  navy  ; 
perfons  poiTefllng  500I.  a  year,  two  fcamen,  or  four  landmen ;  and 
for  every  lool.  above  500I.  to  whatever  extent  of  fum,  that  one 
•  man  (hould  be  added."   .This,  he  faid,  would  be  only  fair  and 
rcafonable ;  it  would  be  only  bringing  thofe  gentlemen,  and  others, 
who  received  fovery  liberally  from  the  bounty  of  the  State,  to  con- 
tribute in  fome. degree  to  the  ncceffities  of  the  State;  and  he  thought 
no  rcafonable  or  impartial  man  would  helitate  to  fay,  that  when 
great  eroei^gencies  demanded  fuch  extraordinary  exertions,  it  would 
.ill  become  men,  fituated  as  were  thofe  he  was  now  fpcaking  of,  to 
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(brink  from  fuch  a  propofal,  or  to  endeavour  to  counteract  it.  Ifir 
dcedy  he  onljr  mentioned  the  matter  now  in  order  to  give  notice  to 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  (idc  of  the  Houfe,  of  what  he  intended 
to  do  in  cafe  His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs  (hoiild  not  anticipate  him  on 
the  fubjeft.  As  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  only  given 
the  outline  of  his  plan,  he  might  poflTiUy  intend  to  hnng  feme  fuch 
meafurc  as  he  had  mentioned  into  the  body  of  his  bill.  If  fuch 
were  his  intentions  now,  or  if,  upon  conlidering  what  had  fallen 
from  him,  the  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  (hould  introduce  any 
claufe  to  the  fame  efTed,  it  v.ould  give  him  great  pleafurc  to  fee  it 
proceed  from  a  quarter  from  which  it  would  iflue  with  fo  oiuch 
greater  weight,  force,  and  propriety, 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  faid,  tliat  notwithdandinghe  muft  acknowlec^ 
the  preffure  of  the  occaiion  to  be  very  great,  and  that  he  would  by 
no  means  wi(h  to  throw  any  obilaclcs  in  the  way  of  ciFc6^ually  man- 
ning the  navy  with  as  much  fpced  as  po&ible;  yet  he  could  nor  let 
the  prefent  occaiion  pafs  without  ol^fcrving,  that  the  mode  propofod 
to  be  adopted  tended  greatly  to  partiality,  and  bore,  in  a  very  great 
degree  of  proportion,  heavier  on  manyclaffcs  of  men  than  it  did  on 
others.  He  faid,  the  riglit  honourable  gendcman  had,  by  his  pn>- 
politions,  dated  that  he  intended  to  take  a  conddcrable  number  of 
men  from  our  inland  navigations,  and  from  the  flats  plying  on  bur 
rivers.  Thefe,  he  obfcrved,  were  a  verj'  ufefui  and  laborious  body 
of  men,  and  it  was  effentially  nocedary  to  the  good  of  the  country 
that  they  fhould  remain  in  it.  Why  were  the  honcft,  induitrious, 
and  laborious  pnrt  of  the  community  to  be  thus  harrafl'cd,  and  called 
from  their  homes  and  families,  when  there  were  fo  many  idle  and 
ufelefs  members  of  it  fuifercd  to  remain  quietly  at  home,  to  tlie  in- 
finite detriment  of  the  other  fcx,  on  whofe  dations  and  privileges 
they  very  materially  encroached  ?  Wc  had  crowds  of  men-milliners, 
and  men-haberdadiers,  and  fliails  of  dout  able-bodied  footmen,  bath 
of  whom  materially  curtailed  the  places,  and  injured  the  wages  of 
females,  many  thoufands  of  whom  would  be  employed  in  houfes 
and  diops,  into  which  they  now  cannot  gain  admiOV.n,  on  account 
of  men  being  employed  in  thefe  female  occupations.  He  wifhcd, 
therefore,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  endeavour  to  find 
fome  other  means  of  raifing  men,  particularly  landmen,  than  that 
which  was  at  prefent  diredled  againd  the  labourers  in  the  country  ; 
for  really  he  was  of  opinion,  that  at  prefent  the  countrj'  could  i»t 
afford  to  part  with  many  men  of  that  defcription. 

Mr.  FOX  allowed  that  every  degree  of  exertion  was  neccfiiiy 
towards  effcdually  manning  the  navy  ;  it  was  the  great  bulwark  of 
our  dren^ii  ^  and  to  carry  fo  iipportant  a  meafure  into  execution  at 
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the  prefent  moment^  vrould  certainly  meet  with  his  approbation  and 
concurrence.     It  only  remained  to  be  confidered  whether  the  mode 
of  doing  it  as  now  propofed  was  the  moft  proper  or  not.     For  his 
own  part,  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  the  mode  of  enforcing 
the  ihip-owncrs  to  provide  fuch  a  number  of  men,  according  to  th6 
tonnage  of  their  refptftive  ihlps,  as  ftatcd  in  thofe  propofitions  be^ 
fore  the  Houfc,  could  only  operate  as  a  tax,  arid  if  fo,  it  was  cer- 
taihly  ^  ta3^  Which  fell  very  heavily-  and  partially  on  certain  defcrip^ 
tiorts  of  men.     On  the  commercial  and  trading  interefts  it  fell  with 
very  great  weight,  taken  in  the  view  both  of  external  and  internal 
navigation.     He  faid,  the  mcafure  was  of  the  greateft  importance^ 
and  h6  thought  the  greateft  care  and  caution  neceflary  in  carrying  it 
into  effccV,  othcrwife  it  would  certainly  defeat  die  very  end  which  it 
was  intended  to  promote.     At  the  prefent  moment,  when  the  people 
were  called  upon  to  make  fuch  extraordinary  exertions,    and  when 
fuch  very  ftrortg  meafurcs  were  propofed  to  be  adopted,  he  was  well 
aflured  that  a  very  gteat  majority  of  the  nation  were  ardently  wifli- 
ing  for  peace.     They  had  heard  many  motions  in  that  Houfe  in  fa- 
vour of  a  fpccdy  peace,  and  he  did  not  wifli  to  hear  fuch  motions 
always  oppofed,  on  the  exadl  meaning  of  this  word«^thc  extent  of 
that  word— or  the  forced  interpretation  of  another ;  it  ^\'as^  become 
abfolutely  neceflary,  he  faid,  that  the  people  fhould  be  fatisficd  one 
way  or  other  whiat  they  had  to  expeft  from  thofe  mighty  exertions 
thcf  were  called  upon  to  make. 

If  he  could  be  happy  enough  to  fee  tlie  preamble  of  the  bill  for 
carrying  thofe  proportions  into  effcdt  run  in  thefe  words :  "  Where- 
as all  juft  and  honourable  means  have  been  tried  towards  obtain- 
ing a  fecure  and  permanent  peace,"  &c.  then,  he  faid,  he  was 
certain  that,  in  that  cafe,  let  the  amount  of  the  taxes  be  what  it 
might— let  the  number  of  men  required  be  ever  fo  cxtenfive,  he 
was  certain  the  people  of  Great  Britain  would  contribute  their  iit- 
moft  efforts  towards  raifing  both,  without  the  fmalleft  murmur.  But 
riveted  as  he  was  affurcd  the  country  now  is,  in  their  fentiments 
for  peace,  he  was  very  apprehenfive  they  would  never  cordially  en- 
ter iiito  the  meafurcs  propofed,  fo  as  to  give  them  that  effect  which 
ought  always  to  be  cxpeflcd,  to  a  degree  next  to  a  certainty,  before 
meafurcs  fo  extremely  harftiand  momentous  were  reforted  to.  He 
was  convinced,  in  his  own  mind,  he  faid,  that  the  majority  of  the 
Peojdc  were  defirous  of  feeing  a  ncgociation  for  a  fpeedy  peace  en- 
tered into  with  the  prefent  Government  of  France.  Some  fatirc  had 
been  ufed,  and  ridicule  attempted  to  be  thrown,  on  the  expreflion 
ulcd  on  Aat  fide  of  the  Houfe  where  he  had  the  honour  to  fit,  *^  of 
a  fpeedy  and  immediate  peace  :"  for  his  part,  if  there  was  any  thing 
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ttrrong  in  the  expreflion,  he,  for  one,  b^ged  to  take  a  fliare'of  tb^ 
jidicule.     But  he  oonteoded,  .that  the  expteflfion  yrss  perfedly  ri^it 
He,  and  thofe  who  made  ufe  of  it,  certainly  did  not  mean  by  it  a 
fpcedy  and  immediate  peace,  to  be  obtained  on  any  conditions  whatr 
ever  ;  but  they  meant,  that  fpcedy  and  immediate  iQcans  (bould  be 
adopted  for  the  purpofe  of  negociating  a  peace  with  the  prefeht  Go- 
vernment of  France,  on  fuch  terms  and  conditions  as  this  country 
might  fairly  and  honourably  agree  to.     It  was  lime,  he  faid,  thstf 
fbc  people  fhould  be  treated  with  candour  and  opennefs,  and  fairly 
informed  what  were  the  defigns  of  Miniilers  in  making  thofe  vaft 
exertions  for  carrying  on  the  war.     Whether  it  was  to  be  continued 
till  fuch  a  Government  in  France  was  fettled,  as  (hould  be  entirely 
agreeable  to  the  prefent  MiniAers,  or  until  we  ihould  be  able  to  con- 
quer the  French  people,  by  deftroying  the  prefent  Government,  and 
dictating  another  to  them.     This  was  not  the  time  for  fhufiUng  off 
explanation,  and  (kulking  behind  evafive  words  admitting  of  a  vs^- 
riety  of  interpretations.     It  was  time  to  fpeak  out,  openly  and  bold- 
ly.    For  his  part,  he  would  fay,  that  the  great  majoxi^  of  the 
people  of  this  country  were  anxioufly  panting  ^ter  a  peace— -yes,  and 
a  peace  with  the  prefent  Government  of  France  ;  and  in  this  he 
thought  they  were  right,  and  he  would  lift  up  his  voice  in  joining 
them  in  their  deGre  to  obtain  fo  great  a  blefllng  as  peace  would  9jt 
this  moment  be  to  this  countiy.     He  faid,  he  wifhed  when  gentle- 
men brought  petitions,  exprefTing  the  wifhes  of  the  people  for  peace, 
as  had  been  lately  done,  they  wx)uld  take  the  trouble  fo  £ur  to  con- 
fider  the>fubje6t,  as  not  to  word  thofe  petitions  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  make  them  appear  as  if  prompting  the  mod  vigorous  and  acSliTC 
profccution  of  the  war.    .He  alluded  to  the  petition  lately  prefente^y 
he  faid,  by  the  Commoit  Council  to  the  King,  to  whidi  His  Ma- 
jor's gracious  anfwer  conveys  to  the  mind  of  every  man,  that  His 
Majefty  conceived  the  petition  to  be  the  very  reverfeof  what  it  was; 
for  the  anfwer  promifes  them  that  the  moft  ai^iye  and  vigorous  xx- 
jertionsihall  be  employed  for  carrying  on  the  war,  widiout  one  fiogle 
word  in  it  relative  to  peace-r- when  at  the  fame'  time  the   petition 
was  profcflfcd  to  be  a  petition  ibr  peace.     He  would  not,  he  faid, 
trcfpafs  much  longer  on  the  time  of  the  Houfe  :  he  had  thought  it 
neceflfary  to  make  tbefc  obfervatlons  in  this  Aage  of  the  bufinefs :  he 
ihould  fay  no  more  till  he  faw  the  bill.     He  had  no  procife  clank 
in  hb  own  mind  to  offer  at  prefent*— he  fhould  endeavour  to  obtain 
every  degree  of  information  on  the  fubjeft  between  this  time  sqd 
that  of  the  difcuQion.     So  far  as  the  right  honourable  g^otleman  had 
mentioned  his  defign  of  conducing  the  bufineis,  by  bayiif  the  t^ 
printed^  the  blanks  filled  up  in  the  Committeej  arul  afterwards  cinjc 
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allowed,  he  did  not  mean  a  great  length  of  time,  but  fufficient  time 
for  thofe  fo  deeply  intcrefted  in  the  bufinefs,  to  derive  every  benefit 
to,  and  advantage  from,  information— met,  he  faid,  with  his  fiil- 
left  approbation.  He  fhould,  therefore,  poftpone  faying  any  more 
till  the  proper  time  came  for  difcufling  the  merits  or  demerits  of  th© 
biU. 

Mr.  CURWEN  confidered  the  r^ulations  propofed  as  amount- 
ing to  a  partial  and  heavy  tax.  He  thought  the  coal  trade,  efped- 
ally  at  this  inclement  fcafon,  would  be  greatly  injured  ;  that  a  labo- 
rious and  expenfive  talk  would  be  inflicted  on  the  merchants  ;  and 
that  it  mighf  be  finally  confidered  as  a  general  tax  on  property. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied  to  thofo  objections — Firft,  that 
the  outward-bound  veflels  in  the  coal  trade  would  have  a  longer  no- 
tice ;  and  to  counterbalance  the  other  difficulties  they  might  expe- 
rience in  comparifon  with  other  outward-bound  Ihips,  on  account  of 
the  frequency  of  their  voyages,  they  would  be  fubjedted  to  find  their 
fup[dies,  not  by  the  fingle  Voyage,  but  by  a  certain  number  of  them. 
Next,  in  reply  to  the  obfervation  on  the  merchants,  they  were  not 
bound  to  furnifli  men  for  His  Majefty's  navy,  but  merely  to  find 
them  with  equal  adivity  and  induftry  as  for  their  own  veflels,  which 
they  might  do  with  much  more  eafe  while  making  up  their  own 
complement.  By  fuch  a  mutual  accommodation,  tliercforc,  between 
the  merchants  and  the  State,  it  is  evident  that  both  mufl  derive  a 
peculiar  and  confiderable  advantage. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BARING  faid,  that  he  could  not  let  the  pre- 
fcnt  opportunity  pafs,  widiout  dating  a  few  circumfl;ances  which 
ftnick  him  forcibly  as  tending  to  weaken  the  effcdls  intended  to  be 
produced  by  the  prefent  propofitions,  if  carried  into  execution.  He 
feared  they  would  tend  to  injure,  in  no  fmall  degree,  the  fliip-owners 
and  merchants  of  this  country,  by  impofing  an  additional  burden 
upon  them  at  a  time  when  thofe  already  exifting  were  found  coo  heavy 
to  bear.  This  mcafure,  he  faid,  called  upon  the^  owners  of  fliips 
to  provide  a  certain  number  of  men  over  and  above  their  own  proper 
complement,  and  was  to  operate  as  a  complete  embargo  on  the  fail- 
ing of  their  Ihips  till  fuch  men  wxre  aftually  found  for  the  fervice  of 
Government.  When  the  (hip-owners  came  to  refort  to  the  dif- 
ferent ports  and  places  where  it  is  faid  fifty  feamen  are  to  be  found 
at  one,  and  an  hundred  at  another,  they,  on  inquiring  what  is  be- 
come of  this  hundred,  are  told  that  forty  out  of  that  hundred  are 
in  prifons  in  France. — [A  Member  faid,  in  a  low  voice,  acrofs  the 
HoufCj  "  No,  not  fo.]— The  honourable  Baronet  replied,  **  In-  . 
deed.  Sir,  I  believe  you  will  find  it  is  true." 

Mr.  BURDON  wiftied  one  propofition  to  be  relinquiflied ;  for 
Vol.  XL.  3C 
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trnleTc  failors  entered  more  freely,  the  burdens  would  more  fevextly 
^1  upon  thoTe  who  felt  the  Rrft  impreflions  of  the  meafuxe,  than 
upon  the  interior.     The  fhtp-owners,  he  taid,  had  been  anxious 
to  ihew  themfelves  fpirited  in  the  neceflfary  exertions,  and  there- 
fore it  was  incumbent  on  the  right  honourable  gentleman  not  to 
place  them  in  hard  circumdances.     Notwithlbinding  what  the  rig^t 
honourable  gentleman  had  advanced  in  favour  of  his  plan,  be  viewed 
it  as  a  meafure  of  extreme   embarraflment  to  the  merchants.     If 
any  facrifice  were  to  be  made,  he  thought  it  ou^  to  be  upon  die 
part  of  Government,  altliough  he  had  ever  been  as  penurious  of  die 
public  money  as  was  confident  with  the  neceflity  and  honour  of  die 
nation.     His  conftituents,  he  obferved,  were  willing  to  grant  taxes 
to  any  amount,  if  equally  and  impartially  levied. 

Mr.  BRANDLING  wi(hed,  in  order  to  make  the  bill  more 
palatable,  that  die  failors  (hould  experience  as  much  liberality  ^ 
the  foldiers  had  lately  done.  By  the  ufual,  drawback,  Acy  receive 
about  twenty-two  (hillings  per  month,  and  the  prize  money  is  com- 
monly divided  into  fix-eighths,  by  which  means  the  officers  receive 
a  larger  (hare  in  propordon.  This  he  concluded  to  be  no  more  dian 
reafonable  ;  but  as  he  was  well  afTtu-ed  of  the  liberality  of  the  offi- 
cers, he  had  no  doubt,  but  in  a  moment  of  fuch  cmci^cncy  they 
would  readily  agree  to  divide  the  prize  money  into  twelfths.  Ho 
was  proceeding  to  (late  other  particulars,  when 

Mr.  VYNER  called  to  order,  urging,  as  his  reafon,  that  die 
honourable  gentleman  feemed  infenfibly  to  be  difcu(nng  fuch  plans 
as  would  come  with  more  propriety  in  another  llage  of  the  proceed- 
ing- 

An  explanation  followed. 

Mr.  GREY  paid  the  right  honourable  gentleman  a  very  hand- 
Ibme  and  manly  compliment  on  the  fair  and  candid  manner  m  whi«^ 
he  had  brought  forward  his  propofidons,  and  intimated  his  inten- 
tion of  proceeding  wid)  the  bill.  He  (aid  the  meafure  was  un- 
doij>tedly  of  the  greatefl  importance,  and  deferved  the  moft  ferious 
attention  of  every  Member,  whofe  duty  it  was  to  brii^  forward 
every  degree  of  tnfermation  in  his  power.  Many  thii^  had  been 
mentioned  to-night,  of  whidi,  no  doubt,  the  r^t  honourable  gen- 
tleman would  take  care  to  avail  himfelf.  He  particularly  coincided 
in  opinion  with  an  honourable  friend  of  his,  who  fa$  near  him. 
He  faid,  he  thought  alfo  what  had  fallen  from  an  honomable  Baro- 
net (Sir  F*  Baring)  deferved  the  utmofl  attention.  He  l»d  Ukewife 
underftood>  by  information  from  various  quarters^  Aat  there  was 
too  mudi  truth  in  what  that  honourable  Member  had  related  re- 
tge/^Dg  Co  many  of  our  (eamen  being  in  Ac  prifons  of  the  Frcndi. 


A.  1795.  DEBATES.  j^ 

This  was  a  thing»  he  fiiid,  unheard  of  to  fueh  an  extent  in  any 
€[MTner  wars.  Forty  thoufand  of  our  failors  were  confidently  fiud 
to  be  now  in  confinement  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  This  was  a 
tremendous  number  to  be  deprived  of  in  the  hour  of  needy  and  (hewed 
how  veiy  abfurd  it  was  for  Minifters  to  perfift  in  fuch  ridSculouB 
•pride  and  obftinacy.  They  would  not  even  acknowledge  the  French 
Government  fo  far  as  to  make  an  exchange  of  prifoners.  For  his 
part,  he  thought  it  was  their  duty  to  acknowlcdjgc  immediately  the 
French  Republici  not  only  for  die  purpofe  of  effediing  fo  defirable  a 
mcafure  as  that  of  an  exchange  of  prifoners,  but  for  the  farther  and 
more  important  one  of  opening  the  way  for  a  nq^oeiation  for  a  fpeedy 
and  immediate  peace. 

Mr.  Chancx^Uor  PITT  faid,  feveral  honourable  gentlemen  had 
miiapprehended  the  mcafure  refpedling  the  (hip  owners,  and  had 
faid,  that  they  would  be  greatly  injured  by  the  delay  which  muft 
inevitably  happen,  from  tlieir  (hips  being  detained  till  fuch  time  as 
the  number  of  men  they  were  to  find  were  actually  provided  ;  where- 
asj  in  his  opinion,  it  would  be  found  to  have  the  dircSt  contiaiy 
.tendency.  It  was  true,  an  adual  embai]go  would  take  place  on 
their  (hips  till  the  men  wete  provided ;  but  (till  this  would  ferve  to- 
wards expediting  their  failing  in  the  end  ;  for  if  this  mode  was  not 
leforted  to,  they  muft  apply  to  one  of  two  others,  which  would  (till 
£tr  more  diibefs  them.  They  muft  either  refort  to  a  very  (faroqg 
and  general  prefs,  which  is  not  fo  legal  or  conftitutional  a  remedy^or 
dfe  make  de  of  a  general  embargo,  which  would  ftop  them  alto- 
gether from  proceeding  on  their  voyages.  In  the  latter  cafe,  they 
mig^t  lofe  all  their  men,  who  were  liable  to  be  imprefled — ^in  the 
former,  they  would  certainly  lofe  fo  many,  as  to  render  it  equally 
impo(rible  fbr  them  to  proceed  to  fea.  The  efFedual  manning  of 
the  navy  was  neceflary  for  the  fecurity  of  their  particular  interefls^ 
and  they  muft  be  content  to  put  up  with  the  particular  hardfhips  and 
difficulties  which  the  fervants  of  Government  were  obliged  to  impofe 
upon  them,  for  the  fupport  of  thofe  interefts ;  as  fuch,  he  was  of 
opinion,  that  when  they  came  coolly  to  confider  the  fubjeA,  diveft- 
cd  of  thofe  prejudices  which  the  novelty  of  the  meafure  might  at  the 
(irft  glance  imprefs  their  minds  with,  he  was  a(fured  they  would 
find  it,  as  he  had  ftated  it,  to  be  the  beft  and  moft  favoutable  of  any 
that  could,  under  exiftingctrcumftanoes,  be  devifed  for  the  purpofe. 

Mr.  Alderman  CURTIS  agreed  in  geneial  with  the  moifures 
propofed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Vitt,)  and  was 
difpofed  to  the  utmoft  of  Ins  power  to  fupport  the  navy.  A$  vblent 
di(49afes  required  violent  remedies,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  pre- 
fent  remedy  vaa  the  beft  cadcidated  ta  efibft  the  end  propofed  by  it» 

3Ca 
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The  refolutions  were  then  put  and  carried,  and  the  Houfe  im- 
mediately refumed. 

The  SPEAKER  having  taken  the  Chair,  Lord  Arden  reported 
the  refolutions  .of  the  Committee,  which  w^re  immediately  brou^ 
up  and  agreed  to,  and  leave  given  to  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Dundas,  Lcid 
Arden,  tlie  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  Gc* 
nerals,  to  bring  in  bills  on  the  fame. 

Thv-  Mutiny  bill  was  rc^d  a  fccond  time,  and  upon  the  queftion 
that  it  now  be  committed, 

Mr.  MAINWARING  obfcrved,  tliat  on  a  former  night  he  had 
prefcnted  to  the  Houfc  a  petition  of  the  innholders,  relative  to  ccr- 
fain  firievances  under  which  they  laboured  from  the  billeting  of  fol- 
dicrs  ;  lie  therefore  thougiu  tliat  in  this  ftagc  of  the  Mutiny  bill  fomc 
cognizance  ought  to  be  taken  of  it,  w-hich  he  conceived  had  been  pro- 
mifed  by  two  right  honourable  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  and  Mr.  Wii)dham  explained  what  was 
fpoken  by  them  on  a  former  night  on  this  fubjeft,  and  dated  that 
they  had  bceij  mifunderftood  on-  this  head  ;  they  had  no  objection  to 
the  petition  becoming  the  fubjcft  of  a  Committee,  without  difcufling 
its  merits  in  the  claufcs  of  the  Mutiny  bill. 

The  SPEAKER  recommended  that  the  petition  fhoukl  be  rcfa- 
jred  to  a  Committee,  after  the  Mutiny  bill  had  paffed  the  Houfe.  . 

The  qucflion  was  then  put,  that  the  Mutiny  bill  be  committed-** 
Agreed. 

Tucjdayy    i^d  February. 

.  Mr.  MAURICE  ROBINSON  moved,  «  That  there  be  laid 
upon  the  table  an  account  of  all  the  ftarch,  made  out  of  wheat  and 
other  materials,  that  had  paid  duty  from  the  ift  of  January,  1 794f 
to  the  I  ft  of  January,  1795  i"  and  alfo,  "  that  there  ihould  be 
laid  upon  the  table  an  account  of  all  the  hair-powder  made  out  of 
wheat-flour,  and  other  materials." 

Mr;  Secretary  DUNDAS  brought  up  an  account  of  the  troops  of 
the  King  of  Pruilia,  employed  in  the  laft  campaign,  agreeably  to 
the  treaty  made  at  the  Hague  in  the  month  of  April,  1794;  and 
alfo  an  account  of  the  Britilh  troops  killed,  wounded^  and  'milling, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  campaign^ 

.  The  bill  for  the  purpofc  of  more  eflfedually  mannir^  His  Ma« 
jefty's  navy,  by  raifing  a  certain  number  of  men,  in  proportiofi  to 
the  tonnage  of  every  outward-bound  merchant  (hip»  &c.  was  read 
a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to-monow. 

The  bill  for  more  efFedually  manning  the  navyj  by  raUuig  a 
certain  number  of  men  for  die  fea-fervicci  in  proportion  to  the 
I 
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number  of  parifhcs ;  was  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
fccond  time  to-morrow.  / 

IVedncflayy   ^th  February^ 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  brought  down  a  meflagc  from  His  Ma* 
jcfty,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

G.  R. 

r 

His  Majefty  thinks  proper  to  acquaint  the  Houjey  thai  he  has  r^- 
terved  from  the  Emperor  Jirong  affurances  of  a  difpoJiti$n  to  mah  the 
greatejl  exertions  for  the  common  caufcj   in  the  courfe  of  the  next  cafH- 
paign. .  But  it  is  reprefented  en  the  part  of  His  Imperial  Majejiy^  that 
4hefe  efforts  cannot  he  made  without  the  ajjifidnce  of  a  han,  which  His 
IfTtp.'rial  Majzfty  is  dcjirous  of  raifng^  on  the  credit  of  the  revenues  of 
his  hereditary  dominions ^  under  the  guarantee  of  His  Afajefty,  with  the 
concurrence  cf  Parliament  y  to  trie  extent  of  four  millions  ;  and  it  isftatedj 
thiztfuch  a  loan,  in  addition  to  his  other  rcfcurcesy  ijcould  enable  His 
Imperial  Majefty  to  employ  agalnft  the  common  ene?ny  the  force  ^200,000 
effsSfive  men, — His  Majefty  is  of  opinion  that,  on  thefe  grounds,  fuch  an 
arrangement  would  be  beneficial  to  the  common  caufe,    lut  thinks  that  it 
zusuld  hejlsllmore  advantageous,  if,  by  tht  means  ofajimilar  loan  to  a  larger 
extent,   the  Emperor  Jhould  be  enabled  to^  employ  aforcejtill  more  confix- 
dcrable;  and  His  Majefty  has  deftred  his  Minifter  at  Vienna,  to  exprefs 
his  readinefs  to  rec$mmcud  to  his  Parliament  an  arrangement  founded  on 
thai  principle, ^^  Some  temporary  advances  which  His  Majefty  was  in^ 
duced  to  make  for  the  immediate  f apply  of  the  Auftrian  army,  under  the 
preffure  of  unforefeen  circumftances  in  the  latter  part  of  the  laff  campaign j 
xvill  be  included  in  any  arrangement  of  this  nature  :  asfoon  as  the  nego^ 
ciatiw  is  concluded.  His  Majefty  will  not  fail  to  communicate  the  refult 
to  Parliament^  but  as  any  meafure  of  this  fort  is  neceffarily  connected 
with  the  conftderation  of  the  prwifion  to  be  made  f%r  the  current  fervice 
of  the  year.   His  Majefty  has  thought  it  right  not  to  delay  making  this 
communication  ;  and  he  relies  on  the  zeal  and  public  f pi r it  of  his  faithful 
Cemmons,  for  taking  fuch  meafure s,  as,  cnfullconjiderationofallthe 
circumftances,  they  may  think  moft  conducive  to  the  immediate  interefts 
of  this  country,  at  the  prefent  conjuncture,  and  to  the  great  objtCl  ofrC" 
e/tablijhing,  onfecure  and  honourable  grounds,  the  peace  and  tranquillity 
sf  ihefe  kingdoms^  and  of  Europe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,^  that  the  meflagc  of  His  Majedj 
ihould  be  taken  into  confideration  to-morrow. — Ordered. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  laid,  that  as  the  meflfage  was  to  be  taken  into 
confideration  to-morrow,  he  conceived  that  there  was  a  meafure  pre- 
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Vioufly  neccflary.    He  was  cKtremely  glad  to  pctrdvc,  that  the  fum 
to  be  granted  to  the  Emperor  was  now  reduced  to  four  noiniofts. 
f  A  cry  of  No,  finom  the  other  fide.} — Then,  if  the  rcduAion  waj 
not  to  take  place,  and  the  fum  was  to  be  fix  millions,  or  perhaps 
to  a  laigcr  amount,  this  ftatcment  would  make  ftill  more  for  hisar- 
gument.     This  fum  was  to  be  added  to  the  fum  neceflaiy  for  our 
dwn  troops,  for  foreign  troops  in  our  fervice,  and  for  our  fubfidbrics. 
Befides,  he  underdood  that  there  was  another  fum,  which  had  not 
yet  been  brought  forward,  namely,  tlic  fum  to  be  paid  to  neutral 
powers  for  the  capture  of  their  (hips.    All  thefe  fums  added  tqgetha, 
made  an  amount  truly  alarming.     The  quantity  of  fpccie  in  the 
4X>untTy  formed  the  bafis  of  the  credit  of  the  paper  circulation,  of 
whidi  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  lately  occafion  to  expe> 
rience  the  advantages.     The  efFctSl,  therefore,  that  might  be  pro- 
duced by  this  loan  to  the  Emperor  was  of  tlie  utmoft  importance. 
It  was  ncceffary,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  confidence  in  the  paper 
circulation,  that  a  fufficient  quantity  of  fpccie  (hould  be  left  in  the 
country.     The  perfons  to  whom  he  meant  to  move  that  the  Houie 
ihould  apply,  previous  to  the  difcuflion  of  His  Majefty*s  niefiagc, 
were  the  beA  qualified  to  give  inforrhation  on  tlie  fubjeA.     Hiofe 
perfons  were  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank  of 
England ;  if  any  money  ^-as  to  be  fent  out  of  the  kir^dom,  it  was 
the  Bank  who  muft  fumifh  it,  and  they,  from  their  fituation,  mull 
be  acquainted  with  the  extent  of  any  fpecie  brought  into  the  country. 
They  therefore  muft  both  be  beft  acquainted  with  the  ftatc  of  fpodc 
at  prefcntin  the  country,  and  the  effect  of  the  fluc'hiation  that  muft 
be  produced  by  fending  fo  large  a  fum,  as  was  propofed,  to  the 
Emperor.     He  concluded  with  fnoving,  **  That  the  Govenxir  and 
Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England  fhould  attend  to^marroir, 
at  the  bar  of  the  Houfc  of  Commons,  &c." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  in  oppofing  die  motion  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  he  did  not  at  prcfent  mean  to  enter  much  at 
laige  into  the  fubjeci.  He  believed  that  the  honourable  gcndcman 
could  fcarcely  have  made  a  motion  more  unwelcome  to  thofe  who 
were  its  obje6h,  than  by  requiring  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Go- 
vernor  of  the  Bank  of  England  to  attend  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  in  order  to  be  examined  on  a  fpeculative  c3pinion, 
**  What  were  the  effeds  of  fending  fuch  a  fum  of  wancf  out  of  the 
country  ?*'  He  knew  of  no  way  in  which  th^  could  coimniinicate 
the  information  that  was  required,  except  by  ^ving  an  account  of 
their  own  banking  tranfadlions.  The  Bank  ofEi^land,  though 
upon  a  different  fcale,  he  conoparcd  to  a  great  Bankirig  Houfcy  and 
it  could  not  be  poflible  to  iniftitute  the  enquiry  that  was  propofcdi 
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without  injuftfocy  impolicy,  and  violence.      Though  the  modoti 
brought  forward  by  the  honourable  gentleman  was  fuch  as  ought  ra- 
ther to  famifh  a  ground  of  argument  to-morrow,  he  could  not  help! 
taking  the  prefent  opportunity  to  warn  gentlemen  s^inft  adopting  a 
princtplct  which)  however  fanclioncd  by  prejudice^  or  plaufible  in 
appearance,  had  been  refuted  by  the  experience  of  enlightened  times, 
and  by  tlic  prefent  flourifhing  date  of  the  commerce  of  tfie  country. 
The  exportation  of  fpecie  had  been  held  out  as  deftruSive  to  the 
wealth  of  a  country,  whereas  the  exportation  of  fpecie  was  to  be  con- 
iidered  merely  in  the  fame  light  as  any  other  exportation  of  commerce- 
Too  rigid  an  adherence  to  the  maxim  of  hoarding  up  their  fpecie 
in  countries  where  they  had  accumulated  a  laige  quantity  of  filver, 
had  been  found  to  be  ruinous  to  their  commerce-     On  the  other 
hand,  he  was  not  ignorant  that  a  fudden  exportation  to  a  large  and 
irrecoverable  amount,  that  is,  to  fuch  an  amount  as  could  not  be 
cafily  compcnfated  for  by  the  influx  and  reflux  of  merchandizie, 
miglit  make  a  fudden  and  alarming  revulfion.     But  on  the  prefent 
occafion  it  was  matter  of  confolation  that  the  fame  ftatc  of  Europe 
that  called  for  new  and  unheard-of  exertions,  Jiad  produced  alfo  an 
influx  of  wcahh,  not  lefs  unufual  and  extraordinary.     For  the  truth 
of  this  aflertion,  he  appealed  to  fedts.    From  the  fecurity  which  this 
country  afltirded  to  the  perfons  and  property  of  thofe  who  had  fled 
here  for  an  afylum,  it  had  become  the  centre  of  the  wealth  of  Europe. 
In  proof  of  this  he  mentioned  the  unufual  drains,  which  had  been 
laft  ycdr  made  from  the  country  by  the  fubfidy  to  the  King  of  Pruf- 
fia,  and  the  extraordinary  fervices  of  the  year,  without  at  all  aflfedl- 
ing  the  ftate  of  domefik  commerce :  the  temp(»ary  depreflTion  which 
had  before  taken  place,  had  only  ferved  to  eftablifh  credit  upon  sv 
more  firm  and  foHd  bafis ;  this  was  the  fureft  criterion  of  the  fiou- 
rifhing  and  permanent  refources  of  the  country.     At  prefent  the 
rate  of  exchange  between  this  and  foreign  markets,  was  more  h^ 
▼ourable  to  this  country  than  it  had  been  at  any  interval  of  peace, 
and  the  price  of  dollars  lefs  than  it  had  been  at  any  former  period. 
He  ftated  thefe  fefls  in  order  to  do  away  the  eflfcfts  of  the  propofition^ 
that  the  exportation  of  fpecie  muft  be  ruinous  to  the  wealth  of  a 
country.    But  he  remarked  that  the  ol:5e6Hons  which  had  been  uiged 
on  this  groimd,  which  even  if  true  in  theory,  carried  with  them  fa 
little  force,  refted  in  the  prefent  inftance  upon  a  ftatement  of  fads 
which  was  not  well  founded.— It  was  not  ncQcflTary  that  the  loan  to 
the  Emperor  (Koold  be  paid  from  this  country  in  fpecie.     There 
were  many  perfons  in  foreign  countries  who  would  be  glad  of  the 
opportuniqr  to  fiibfinibe  to  the  loan  luider  the  guavantce  of  this  coun« 
fry*    The  money  nni^t  be  remitted  by  all  the  circuitcAis  means  fnch 
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as  bills  of  exchange,  ufually  refortcd  to  in  fending  remittances  out 
of  the  kingdom :  and  the  only  bad  cfFedl  whicli  could  rcfult  firom  the 
meafure,  would  be  to  lower  the  exchange  in  favour  of  this  country. 
Mr.  Alderman  ANDERSON  fsjid,  that  it  was  impoflibk  to 
add  any  thing  to  what  had  been  fo  ably  dated  by  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  ;  and  he  had  only  to  remark  on  the  injurious  efFcd 
of  fome  queftions  that  might  be  propofed  to  the  Governor  and 
Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England,  by  Members  of 
that  Houfe,  if  the  motion  of  the  honourable  gentleman  ihould  be 
carried. 

Mr.  HARRISON  remarked  on  the  abfurdity  of  the  oomparifon 
.  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  witii  regard  to  the  exportation 
of  fpecie  in  the  courfe  of  commerce,  and  for  a  purpoTe  fuch  as  the 
prefent.  Where  the  exportation  of  fpecie  in  mercantile  tranfac- 
tions  is  refbrained  or  prohibited,  the  nations,  it  is  true,  are  confe- 
quently  cramped  in  their  manufadures  and  refourccs,  for  where 
money  is  exchanged  for  raw  materials,  the  raw  materials  are  ufcd 
in  thQ  manufadures  of  the  country,  which,  by  their  exportation, 
produce  employment  for  indudry,  an  incrcafed  accompt  to  the  mer- 
chant, and  a  large  revenue  to  the  State.  But  can  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  he  aiked,  affirm  that  the  exportation  of  ^ie, 
whidi  will  do  all  this  in  mercantile  affairs,  will  have  the  fiune  ef- 
fedl  ?  He  fupported  the 'motion,  as  he  confidered  the  meafure  of 
fending  fo  large  a  fum  but  of  the  country  in  the  prefent  crifis,  to  be 
a  circumftancc  truly  alarming. 

Mr.  THORNTON  requefted  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
withdraw  his  motion,  as  one  that  might  be  inconvenient  in  its  coo- 
fequences,  and  that  could  not  be  acceptable  to  his  relation,  wfaofe 
attendance  was  required  at  the  bar. 

,  Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  that  to  be  furc  if  the  Governor  and  Deputy 
Governor  were  to  appear  at  the  bar,  it  would  be  impoffible  to  pre- 
vent the  Members  of  that  Houfe  from  putting  to  them  any  queflions  j 
they  might  think  proper,  and  this  was  what  appcaired  to  him  the 
only  plaufible  objedion  to  his  motion.  As  to  every  thing  that  had 
been  faid  with  refpe<S  to  the  exportation  of  fpecie  for  mercantile 
purpofes,  the  cafe  here  was  entirely  different:  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  well  knew  that  the  money  which  v^  now  propofed  to  be 
fent  out  of  the  coipitry  would  never  return.  As  to  perfons  in  fo- 
reign parts  flibfcribing  to  the  loan,  the  prefent  was  too  flimfy  almoft 
to  deferve  an  anfwer.  Thofe  perfons  muft  be  guaraiUecd  by  bills 
upon  this  country,  and  it  was  of  little  confequence  ^rtiether  wcpaid 
the  fum  in  money,  or  in  money's  worth.  It  was  impoffible  for  the 
ri^ht  honourable  g^ntlcnun  to  judge  of  the  operation^  of  fending  (q 
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laige  a  Aim  of  money  out  of  the  countiy ;  it  was  fur  that  reaibn  that 
he  wi(hed  to  apply  for  information  to  thofe  who  were  bed  able  to 
cftimate  the  confequences  of  fuch  a  mcafure.  He  had  brought  for- 
ward his  motion,  not  as  a  party  quedion,  but  from  a  regard  to  the 
fafety  of  the  country.  He  feared  that  the  loan  now  propofed  would ' 
be  extremely  prejudicial  to  the  ftate  of  Public  Credit:  how  far  his 
^pprehenfions  were  well  founded,  the  fequel  would  prove  ;  but  lie 
muft  confider  it  as  a  mcafure  full  fraught  with  danger  and  alarm. 
He  paid  a  compliment  to  the  diftinguifhed  eloquence  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer ;  but  faid,  that  if  any  diing  was  wanting  to 
ftrengthpn  his  difapprobation  of  the  mcafure,  nothing  could  be  more 
effectual  for  that  pujpote,  than  the  very  arguments  which  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  uiged  in  its  fupport. 

The  motion  was  then  put,  and  negatived  without  a  divifion. 

Mc  'Chancellor  PITT  propofed  that  the  blanks  in  the  bill  for 
the  increafe  of  the  manning  the  navy,  ftiould  be  now  filled  up  and 
the  bill  printed ;  that  the  Members  might  be  able  to  confult  with 
their  Conltituents,  and  bring  in  new  claufes,  if  ncccITaiy,  and  that 
the  bill  (hould  be  recommitted  on  Friday  fc  nnight. 

Mr.  HARRISON  offered  a  new  claufc  to  the  following  cfTcd : 
**  Be  it  further  enadcd,  that  every  pcrfon  enjoying  a  place  or  pendoa 
of  the  value  of  300].  per  annum,  (hall  find  one  feaman,  or  two 
landmen  ;  that  everj'  pcrfon  enjoying  a  place  orpenfion  of  the  value 
of  500I.  two  feamcn  or  four  landmen ;  and  for  every  addkion  of 
2ool.  per  annum,  one  feaman  or  two  landmen." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  fcarcely  knew  whether  this 
daufe  belonged  to  the  prefent  bill,  or  to  the  bill  for  railing  men  frqm 
the  parishes,  it  had  fo  little  relation  to  either.  ^  He  was  at  a  lofg 
to  determine  whether  the  honourable  gentleman  meant  it  as  a  joke 
upon  the  bill,  or  upon  the  motion  wliich  he  had  lad  year  brought 
forward  with  reipod  to  (inccures  and  penfions. 

Mr.  HARRISON  dtfclaimed  all  idea  of  a  joke  ;  he  was  con- 
vinced that  the  principle  upon  which  he  had  founded  his  claufe, 
was  that  which  muft  ultimately  prevail>;  but  admitted,  that  it  more 
pniperly  belonged  to  the  bill  for  raifing  men  from  the  paiifhes. 

The  bill  then  went  through  the  Committee,  tlie  blanks  were 
filled  -up,  and  the  Houfc  being  refumeJ,  the  report  was  received, 
and  on  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  ordered  to 
be  taken  into  confidei^tion  on  Friday  fc  nnight. 

The  bill  for  raifing  men  from  the  parifhes,  &c.  was  read  a  fe- 
C3nd  time.— Ordered  to  be  committed  to  to-morrow. 

Received,  by  a  mcflfage  from  the  upper  Houfe,  the  bill  for  fuf- 
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p^n(fing  the  Habeas  Corpus,  aiid  agrecfd  to  fbe  Mehdhieht)s  ai^ 
by  the  Lords. 

Tfmrfday^  February  5. 

Mr.  HOBART  prefcnted  a  petitipn  from  the  city  of  Norwidii 
praying  for  a  fpeedy  conclufion  to  the  war,  by  abdaining  from  all 
interference  in  the  internal  affairs  of*  France,  and  all  odicr  mcans^ 
that  might  be  conducive  to  that  dcfirable  objcdV.  He  at  the  lame 
tinrte  ftated,  that  he  believed  the  fentiments  contained  in  that  petition, 
to  be  thofe  of  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Norwich. 

Mr.  COKE,  Member  for  Norfolk,  faid,  that  the  fentiments 
contained  In  the  petition  were  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  people  of 
Norwich,'  who  were  now  tired  of  the  fyftem  of  impoftui*c  andde- 
lufion  that  had  been  fo  long  fuccefsfully  carried  on  by  Minifliers. 
The  honourable  gemlcman  would  have  afted  with  more  candour 
if  he  had  admitted  this  fadl,  inftcad  of  barely  faying,  that  fuch 
were  the  fentiments  of  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants.  The  ri^t 
honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  lately  affirmed, 
that  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  the  country  were  ftill  in  fevouf 
of  the  war.  If  he  applied  to  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr. 
Windham),  he  would  at  leaft  find  himfclf  miftaken  with  regard  to 
the  people  of  Norwich,  fince  the  very  perfons  who  had  propofcd  this 
petition,  were  thofe  who  had  formerly  fupported  the  intcrcfts  of  Aaf 
tight  honourable  gentleman,  and  had  now  become  defirous  to  ex- 
tricate the  country  from  the  ruinous  fituation  in  which  it  had  been 
involved  by  his  pernicious  councils. 

The  Speaker,  on  his  return  from  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  to  which 
he  had  been  fummoned  to  attend  his  Majcfty's  CommifHon,  ftated 
that  the  royal  aflcnt  had  been  given  to  the  bill  for  the  farther  fuf- 
penfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  read  for  committing  a  bill  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  more  effectually  manning  His  Majcfty's  navy,  by  railii^  a 
certain  number  of  men  out  of  the  counties.  The  Houfe  went  into 
a  Committee,  in  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fhtcd, 
that  it  was  his  intention  to  proceed  in  the  fame  way  with  refpcfl  to 
fliis  bill,  as  had  ycfterday  been  adopted  with  rcfpect  to  the  other 
bill  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

Colonel  MAITLAND  objefled  that,  from  the  (hort  ^cc 
within  which  it  was  propofed  to  take  into  confidcration  the  report, 
Friday  fe'nnight  having  been  fixed  for  the  purpofe,  it  would  be 
impofliblc  to  obtain  the  neceffary  in^rmation  from  the  moft  diftant 
parts  of  Scotland. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  with  a  view  to  obviate  this 
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Md^ other  objci^igns,  a. bill  vidi  feparate  provUIons  would  be  adop(e4 
for  .Scotland. 

The  bill  , went  through  the  ComtnJttec,  the  report  was  immer 
,diately  recciyed,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  ufc  of 
^thc  Members. 

Mr.  Chancellor.PlTT  faid  that,  though  he  had  prqpofcd  Friday 
,fe'nnight  to  take  the  report  into  confideration,  he  had  no  defire  tp 
prcfs  the  difcuffjon,  except  within  that  time  the  neceflary  informa- 
tion co^ld  be  obtained  ;  at  the  fame  time  it  muft  be  obvious  to 
every  gentleman^  of  what  confequence  it  was  to  proceed  to  carry 
into  effedl  the  obje£l  of  die  bill,  without  even  the  delay  of  a 
fiiigle*  hour. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  he  underftood  that  the  bill  would  not  he 
jprintcd  till  Saturday  j  it  would  be  impoflible,  within  fo  fhort  a 
tinie,  to  fend  into.the  country,  in  order  to  obtain  information  from 
their  conftitucnts,  with  refpcdl  to  its  different  provifions.  tJfe 
therefore  moved,  that  the  bill  (hould  be  taken  into  confideration  on 
Monday  fe  nnight. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  aflcnted  to  the  mbtion,  and  added,  that 
he  had  lately  received  a  fuggcftion  which, '  if  adopted,  might  teftd 
to  (horten  the  mode  of  procedure,  though  he  was  not  yet  qualificfi 
to  decide  on  its  efFc<Ils, — namely,  by  at  once  referring  the  means 
of  raifing  the  force  from  the  counties  to  the  petty  fcffions,  inftead  of 
fummoning,  as  had  originally  been  propofed,  a  general  fefTior^s 
for  the  purpofe. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  moved,  that  there  (hould  be  laid  upon  the  tabic 
an  account  of  all  the  grain,  flour,  malt,  and  bran,  employed  in 
the  diftillerics,  &c. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid  that,  upon  a  former  occafion.*  he  and 
another  honourable  gentleman  had  indcavoured  to  get  fome  infor- 
mation of  the  fervices  performed  by  the  King  of  Pruflia  during  the 
laft  campaign,  in  confequence  of  his  engagements  with  this  country. 
Some  returns  had  lately  been  laid  on  the  table  on  that  fubjedl,  but 
thefe  contained  no  information.  It  appeared  that  the  Kingyf 
Pruflia  had  received  from  diis  countr}',  the  enormous  fum  of  twelve 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  without  having  rendered  it  even  the 
fmalleft  fervice.  He  thought  it  therefore  neceflary,  previous  to  the 
difcuflion  of  the  Imperial  loan,  to  come  to  fome  refolution  with 
refpcfi  to  this  condud  on  the  part  of  His  Pruflian  Majefty.  It  was 
certainly  no  argument  againfl  granting  a  loan  to  the  Emperor,  that 
the  King  of  Pruflia  had  violated  his  faith.  But  this  circumftance 
ought  certainly  to  enforce  on  the  Houfe  the  neceflity  of  caudon,  and 
induce  them  to  take  fome  flcp  in  the  prefcnt  inflance,  that  might 
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operate  as  a  warning,  with  refpeft  to  future  tranTaSions  of  the 
iame  fort.     Hi$  Majedy.had  dated  in  his  meflage  that  he  had  re- 
ceived from  the  Emperor,  tlie  ftrongeft  aflurances  of  a  difpofidon 
to  make  the  greateft  exertions,  provided  Ke  ihould  be  af&fted  hy  a 
loan  of  four  millions  from,  this  country.     He  underfidod,  if  he 
could  relf  upon  the  credit  of  public  ftatt^ments,  that  in  anodicr 
country,  the  Parliament  had  be^n  told  of  the  abfolute  determination 
of  His  Majefty  to  guilrantce  this  loan.    This  was  a  language  which ' 
he  confidcred  as  very  unbecoming, '  when  addrefled  to  the  reprefcn- 
tatives  of  the  natk)n,  and  as  highly  improper  in  Minifters^  who 
were  of  courfe  rcfponfrble  for  wliatever  proceeded  from  the  ThnMic. 
Before  fuch  a  determination  had.  been  expreflfcd^  he  (hould  have 
wi(hcd  to  have  had  fomething  alfo  like  a  politive  determination 
from  his  Imperial  Majefty  to  make  the  exertions  which  were  to  be 
the  conditions  of  the  loan.     He  (hould   more  pauticularly  have 
wiihed  for  fuch  a  declaration  from  the  Imperial  Court,  which  had, 
at  all  times,  been  proverbially  diftinguiftied  by  ill  faith*      He  rc- 
coUedled  on  this  fubjed  a  dmng  exprefiion  of  a  rig^t  honourable 
^geritleman  (we  fuppofe  Mr.  Windhnm),  who  had  faid  tfiat,  fince 
the  capture  of  Richard  I.,  the  conduft  of  the  court  of  Vienna  had 
been  marked  by  an  uniform  fcries  of  treachery  towards  this  country. 
To  guard  againft  this  treachery,  he  thought  that  nothing  would  be 
better,  than  for  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  (how  themfclvcs  alive 
to  their  duty  on  the  prefent  occafion.     There  were  fome  men  who, 
though  infcnfible  to  the  calls  of  honour,  were  yet  not  callous  to  the 
fenfe  of  (hamc.     Some  men  of  that  defcription  might  be  (bund 
^mong  the  Mintfters  of  Auftria.     It  might  therefore  be  of  impor- 
tance, by  way  of  warning  to  them,  to  come  to  fome  refolution 
cxprefTive  of  indignation  and  contempt,  with  refped  to  the  violation 
of  faith  on  the  part  of  his  Pruflian  Maje(ty.     Mr.  Sheridan,  here 
referred  to  that  article  of  the  treat)',  in  which  it  was  ftipulated  that 
60,000  Pruflians  (ho'uld  co-operate  with  the  Brittlh  troops,  and 
that  a  commiflioner  (hould  be  aj^pointod  for  the  purpofe  of  watching 
over  the  obfcr  Vance  of  this  article.     From  the  fcraps  of  letters  laid 
^)on  the  table,  it  appeared  that  no  ocmmifTioner  had  been  appointed 
for  this  purpofe.  ^  This,  he  contended,  would  not  have  been  the 
cafe,  ^cept  Minlfters  had  bec?n  aware  that  the  King  of  PrdTia, 
from  the  very  firft,  was  indifpofed  to  perform  his  duty.     He  re- 
ferred alfo  to  the  memorial  of  the  Emperor,  which  (hted,  Aat  tbe 
c(Fe6live  co-operation  of  the  Pruflfians  might  have  been  the  means 
of  (avii^  Brabant,  and^  in  confequence,  of  prcferving  H6lhx\A. 
Such  were  the  efFcfts  ftated  by  his  Imperial  Majefty  to  have  re- 
fiiltfid  from  tli€  breach  of  faith  in  his  Pruflian  Majcl^.     In  his 
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aniwer  to  this  memorial,  addrcffcd  to  the  Circles  of  the  Em^i^  ^ 
that  Monarch  (hews  a  degree  of  apprehenfion,  that  he  (hould  r^f 
even  been  fuppofcd  to  have  had  the  fmalleft  difpofition  to  keep  fiith 
towards  this  country,  after  he  had  once  received  its  money,  ^e 
fbould  therefore  conclude  with  moving  this  rcfolution — "  That  it 
appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  the  King  of  Pruflia  received,  from  the 
trcafury  of  Great  Britain,  the  fum  of  i,2oo,oool.  in confcquencc 
of  the  Aipulations  of  the  treaty  concluded  at  the  Hague,  on  th^ 
loth  of  April,  1794  ;  and  that  it  does  not  appear  to  tl\i$ 
Houfe,  that  the  King  of  PrufTia  performed  the  ilipulations  of  that 
treaty." 

Mr.  JEKYLL  rofe,  he  fald,  with  particular  plcifure  to  feoond 
Ac  motion.  On  a  former  day,  when  he  had  rifen  to  move  .for  the 
papers  mentioned  by  his  honourable  friend,  he  had  been  induced 
to  hope  that  fuch  papers  would  have  been  laid  before  the  Houfe  as 
would  have  afforded  fome  information  on  the  fubje£t.  This,  at 
had  bccxi  Juftly  obfervedby  his  honourable  friend,  had  not  been  the  ' 
cafe.  A  few  miferablc  extradls  of  letters  from  Count  Mollendorf, 
Count  Itaunitz,  Lord  Malmfbury,  and  the  Marquis  Comwallis, 
in  which  the  PruiTians  were  mentioned  among  a  variety  of  other 
fubjeds,  had  been  laid  on  the  table.  By  the  exprefs  words  of  the 
treaty,  a  commiflloner  was  to  have  been  appointed  to  remain  with 
the  Pruffian  army,  to  fuperintend  their  movements,  and  to  afcertain 
whether  the  treaty  was  faithfully  execnted  by  his  Pruffian  Majcfty 
or  not ;  where^^s  no  fuch  commiffioner  had  ever  been  appointed^  In 
reply  to  the  argument  that  no  commiflioner  had  been  appointed, 
MiniAers  might  perhaps  urge  their  rcludVancc  to  increafe  their  own 
patronage  by  any  new  appointment,  and  that  they  had  therefore 
inftruflcd  their  refident  at  Berlin  to  difchai^ge  that  duty.  It  was  of 
importance,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  to  attend  to  dates.  The  laft 
ini^lment  to  his  Pruffian  Majefty,  had  been  paid  on  the  4th  of 
Odober  ;  but  long  previous  to  that  period,  the  Pruffian  troops  had 
gone  to  the  piptedtion  of  his  own  dominions  in  Silcfia,  or  to  co- 
operate in  the  infamous  project  of  the  difmcmberment  of  the  un- 
happy country  of  Poland.  Whatever  might  be  the  reafon  of  Mi- 
niftcrs  for  their  purfuing  the  line  of  conduft  they  had  done,  he 
was  very  doubtful  that  the  fame  condudl  might  be  adopted  by  the 
Emperor  after  he  had  obtained  this  loan,  as  had  been  ufed  by  the 
King  of  Pruffia  ;  and  for  this  reafon,  he  cheerfully  feconded  the 
motion  of  his  honourable  friend. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  adverted  to  tlic  very  whirofiqtl  notice 

•  which  Mr.  Sheridan  had  given  on  a  former  cxrcafion,  that  he  would 

take  an  opportunity  to  nuJcc  a  motion  on  the  Pruflian  treaty  with- 
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jany  nqticc.  He  could /carcclj;,  hpwcver,  guefsdia^t  .this  was  the 
'od.at  vhich  he  would  have  chofen  to  have  brought  it  forward. 
Ud  was  glady  hQwcyer,  that  he  ,had  .made  the  jnodon,  ftoce  he 
garnered  from  it  .that  the  honourable  ^ntlemcn  did  not  .difapprove 
of  cutcring  into  a  ftipulation  >yith  the  Emperor,  fince  he  hadpro- 
f(^\rcd  the  prir|cipal  objcdl  pf  the  ^lotion  which  he  Jiad. brought  for- 
ward, was  to  hold  out  a  warning  to  the  Imperial  Minifters.  Un- 
.d9ubtcdly,  if  this  was  really  his  objed,  he  (hould  think  it  much 
niforc  confonant  to  the  general  fltuation  of  Europe,  and  the  particular 
circumftances  of  thisxountr}',  than  he  had  reafon  to  expeA  hoax 
that,  honourable  gentleman.  At- the  fame  time  he  confidcred  it  as 
.rather  fingubr  that  he  (hould  bring  forward  that  motion  on  a  day 
that  had  been  fet  apart  for  taking  into  confideration  the  m^flage  rf 
,His  Majefty,  and,  at  the  very  moment  at  which  the  Houfc  were 
proceeding  to  difcufs.the  propriety  of  adopting  the  meafure  to  which 
his  mo^on  had  a  reference.  It  would  undoubtedly  have  been  more 
confident  if  he  had  afligned  the  breach  of  faith  of  His  Pruflian  Ma- 
jefty, ^  a  .rcafon  why  the  country  Ihould  not  enter  into  any  ei^age- 
mcnts  with  the  EmpefOr,  As  it  at  prcfent. flood,  he  thought  that 
the  bcft  V(^y  to  difpofc  of  it  would  be,  to  move  the  order  of  the  day. 
He  would  take  the  liberty  of  remarking,  that,  after  all  the  attention 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  paid  to  the  fubjedl,  he  had  not 
quoted  accurately  the  terms  of  the  treaty  when  he  hai  explained  them» 
that  the  Pruflian  force  was  to  co-operate  imificdiately  with  the  Bri- 
tifli  troops.  The  terms  exprefsly  were,,  that  they  were  to  co-operate 
in  the  moft  cffe6lual  way  for  the  common  caufe,  either  jdntly  or 
feparately.  At  the  fame  time  he  was  prepared  to  admit  that  the 
King  of  Pruflia  had  not  adequately  performed  the  engagements  of 
the  treaty,  and  that  this  country  had  juftcaufc  of  diffatisfa6\ion  with 
,his  condufl.  Yet,  when  he  adverted  to  the  effedl  whic^  had  been 
produced,  even  by  his  co-operation  in  retarding  the  progrefs  of  the 
French,  he  could  not  confider  the  pecuniary  facrifice  as  too  great, 
or  r<^et  the  lofs  of  the  fuips  which  liad  been  expended  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  But  he  could  not  poflibly,  fee  what  connexion  the  difcuffion 
of  the  condud  of  the  King  of  Pruflia  had  with  the  prcfcnt  queftion, 
or  how  it  ought  to  prevent  us  frcm  forming  other  engagefnents  that 
might  appear  ferviccablc  to  the  common  caufe.  He  concluded  wi& 
moving  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid,  that  he  undcrftood  from  the  rig^t  honour* 
able  gentleman,  tliat  the  King  of  Pruflia  had  not  adequately  per- 
formed his  cngiigements  with  the  countr)'. —  He  wiflied  to  know  in 
what  way  he  had  fulfilled  them  at  all  ?  He  could  not  but  confider 
it  as  a. Very  alarming  circumlUnce,  that  Miniftcrs  fliould  piojpo^  ta 


jfeft'  ft>  llhc  ovitt  of  Ae  day  *heii  a  qiicffibn  wa»  brotl^t*  6dfore^  the  * 
Houfc,  What  had  been  the  cortdufl  of  a  German  Prince  v»*o  harf  ' 
received  a  lagc  fum  of  money  from  tftis  country,  and  at  a  iftortentf 
^hen  it  was  in  agitation  to  give  a  much  larger  fum  to*  attotlief  Gcr- 
Aan  Prince  ?  The  right  hortourable  Chancellor  of  the*  Exthequcf 
had  argued,  'that  no  conclufiort  could  be  draVn'ftoih  the  violatiott 
6f  treaty  of  His  Pruflian  Maje%,  with  refpc;^  to  the  cbriduft  of 
another  German  Sovereign,  on  whofe  feith  no  reliance  coiild  Be* 
placed,  even  ftill  Itfs  than  on  that  of  the  Kingof  Pruflia.  Were  hi 
dbliged  to  decide  in  which  of  the  two  he  (hould  place  confidence,  he' 
fhould  be  difpofed  to  g|>ve  the  preference  tb  the  latter. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  declared,  that  he  cboIJ  not  fif 
ftill  and  fee  gentlemen  fo  miilaken  in  their  Aatements.  He  had' 
paid  particular  attentibn  to  tAe  fubje6l,  and  had  formed  his  opihioiV 
firom  documents  which  he  had  reafon  to  know  to  be  authentfc.  The 
right  honourable  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  ftated,  that  the 
King  6f  Ptuflia  had  not  s^dequately  performed  the  engagements-  o^ 
his  treaty.  In  anfwer  to  this,  he  had  to  remark  that,  fdbfequenf 
to  that  treaty,  a  very  great  change  of  circumftances  had  taken  place  ; 
and,  from  a  particular  invcftigation  of  the  bufincfs,  he  was  firmly 
perfuaded  that  the  King  of  Proflia  had  rendered  much  more  mate- 
rial fervice  to  the  common  caufe  by  die  manner  in  which  he  had 
zcJtcd,  than  he  could  have  done  by  the  moft  fcrupulous  adherence 
to  his  original  engagements. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  f^id  it  was  of  great  importance,  before  the 
Houfe  agreed  to  fend  money  to  one  German  defpot,  to  determine 
what  had  been  done  in  return  for  the  money  fent  to  anodier.     The 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  admitted  that  the  laft  had  not 
adequately  performed  his  engagements.     The  honourable  gentle- 
man who  had  juft  fat  down,  had  afferted  that  he  had  much  more 
cflfefloally  ferved  the  common  caufe  than  by  the  moft  rigid  adhe- 
rence to  the  terms  of  the  treaty.     There  was  the  moft  convincing' 
reafon  to  believe,  that  the  views  of  die  Emperor  and  of  the  King 
of  Prufliai  were  entirely  fimilar  ;  that  they  were  both  engaged  in  a 
common  caufe,  the  deteftablc  project  of  fubjugating  Poland.     He 
intreated  the  Houfe  to  paufe  before  they  agreed  to  fan£tion  this  laft 
defpcrate  meafure.     He  ftated,.  as  a  moft  alarming  circumftance, 
that  Mlnifters  would  ftand  up  in  their  place  unabaflied  by  a  fcnfc 
of  their  erroneous  and  wretched   policy,  and  unconvinced  by  the 
experience  of  the  repeated  calamities  into  which  they  had  plunged 
this  once  powerful,  refpcflcd,  and  happy, '  but  now  enfeebled,  dif-' 
graced,  and  miferable  country. 
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Mr.  FOX  ftated,  that  any  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  the  cfifcuffioo 
,  brought  forwsird  by  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Sheridan)  was  now 
done  away  by  the  aiTertion  of  the  honourable  Baronet,  to  whofe  Opi- 
nion he  (hould  always  pay  refpcd^  tnotc  particularly  yvhcn  he  affurcd 
the  Houfe  that  it  was  formed  fron\  authentic  documents,  that  the 
King  of  Pniflia  had  much  more  ef&dlually  fcrved  the  common  caufe, 
than  if  he  had  aflcd  in  ftriS  compliance  with  the  terms  of  the 
treaty.     It  was  of  confequence  to  difcufs  whether  Minifters  had  fo 
much  auihken  the  interefts  of  this  country,  that  the  only  advan- 
tage arifing  from  the  treaty,  was  derived  from  the  non-compliance 
of  the  King  of  Pruflia.     It  was  more  partiq^arly  neceflary  to  dif- 
cufs this  topic,  as  what  had  been  held  out  might  fervc  as  an  example 
to  induce  the  Emperor  to  treat  and  Aipulate,  in  order  to  obtain  the 
mon^,  and  afterwards  to  conceive  that  he  might  mod  eSeduallj 
fcrve  the  common  caufc,  by  not  complying  with  the  engagements  into 
which  he  fliould  enter.     He  might  conceive  himfelf  authorifcd  to 
employ  that  money  in  his  own  way,  and  according  to  his  own  ideas 
cf  policy  and  prudence,  not  for  Engliffi  purpoTes,  or  in  fubfervienoc 
to  Englifh  ideas.     He  might  conceive,  that  perhaps  the  beil  way  to 
deftroy  thofe  French  principles,  againft  which  the  war  was  carried 
on,  was  to  apply  the  money  which  he  fhould  receive  from  this 
country,  to  the  difmemberment  of  Poland.     Such  was  the  objed 
afllgned  in  all  the  memorials  of  the  Emprcfs  of  Ruflia,  for  her  con- 
duct to  that  unhappy  country*     And  if  there  dill  remained  in  it  one 
fmall  fpark  of  liberty,  one  latent  .principle  of  patriotifm,  and  he 
was  well  perfuaded  that  there  did,  for  he  knew  of  how  little  aVaii 
pikes,  guns,  and  fwords,  and  all  the  engines  of  defpotifnn  were,  to 
iubduc  the  urconqjcrablc  flame  of  freedom -^the  ardent  glow  of  pa- 
triotifm — he  might  think  that  Englifh  money  could  be  no  way  fo 
well  applied  as  to  extinguiih  the  laft  remaining  embers  of  thefe  vir- 
tuous and  noble  fentiments.     This  opinion  of  the  honourable  Ba- 
lonet  deferved  to  be  difcufled  in  another  point  of  view.     If  the  Kiiig 
of  Pruflia,  by  declining  to  comply  with  our  (Itpulations,  if  by  fol- 
lowing his  own  judgement,  he  had  aded  bed  for  the  common  caufc, 
it  was  not  merely  proper  that  we  (hould  vindicate  his  conduct  from 
ftigma,  but  that  we  (hould  vote  him  fome  extraordinary  motion  of 
thanks.     We  had  (lipulated  with  him  to  fumifh  men,  money,  and 
artillery.     He  had  furnifhed  what  was  of  much  more  confequence, 
wifdom  to  Miniders,  and  abilities  for  carrying  on  the  war.     But  in 
oppoficion  to  the  opinion  of  the  honourable  Baronet,  the  right  ho- 
nourable Chancellor  of  the  Excl^quer  had  admitted,  that  the  King 
of  Pruflia  had  not  done  all  that  migiit  have  been  expedted.     If  this 
was  the  cafe,  it  was  fit  that  tlie  Houfe  (hould  declare  it  to  their  con- 


been  anorded  in  return.  It  would  then  only  remain  to  inquire, 
previous  to  any  difcuffion  of  the  order  of  the  day,  whether,  at  the 
period  of  forming  the  treaty,  it  was  poffible  to  fbrcfee  the  failure 
which  had  fince  taken  place,  and  whether,  if  the  fervices  afford- 
ed had  been  inadequate,  nothing  better  could  have  been  done  by  his 
Prulfian  Majefty  ? 

•     Mr.  SHERIDAN  adverted    to .  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt's  having 
complained  of  the  time  at  which  he  had  brought  forward  his  motion.; 
from  the  fort  of  notice  which  he  had  formerly  given,  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  might  naturally  have  expedled  that  this  was  the 
very  day  which  he  would  have  chofen  for  that  purpofe.     An  ho- 
nourable Baronet  had  dated  that  he  hadl  made  up  his  opinion  from 
extenfive  inaterials.     What  was  the  fituation  of  the  country  when 
Minifters  rcfufcd  to  give  the  information  to  that  Houfc,  which  they 
had  communicated  to  an  irulividual  ?  They  iiirely  had  a  right  to  be 
informed  how  the  King  of  Pruflia  had  adled  much  better  for  the' 
common  caufe,  than  if  he  had  kept  the  terms  of  the  treaty.     How- 
ever problematical  the   poiition  might  appear,  there  could  be  no 
doubt  that  there  were  two  individuals,  the  worthy  Baronet  and  his 
PruflSaji  Majefty,  who  exaflly  coincided  in  that  fcntimcnt.     He 
again  quoted  the  authority    of  the  Emperor,  who  flated  that  the 
PrufTian  troops  might,  have  been  employed  to  great  advantage  in 
Brabant.     He  explained  his  former  allufion  to  the  Pruflian  treaty 
with  regard  to  the  immediate  co-operation  of  the  Britifh  and  PrufTian 
troops,  as  cxadly  conformable  to  the  fpirit  by  which  that  treaty  was 
dilated.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  he,  by 
his  iTK>tion,  had  pledged  himfelf  to  vote  for  the  Imperial  loan.— 
No  conclufion  could  pofTibly  be  more  unfair.      It  would  have  been 
the  moft  indecent  and  unparliamentary  thing  for  him  to  give  any 
opinion  on  that  loan,  before  he  had  heard  the  arguments  by  which 
It  was  fupported  l^  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  the  fecurity 
which  its  ftipulations  afforded  to  the  countr)^     But  from  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  Minifter  had  conducted  himfelf  that  day  by  refort- 
ing  to  the  order  of  the  day,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  refolution  which 
he  had  moved,  and  refufing  to  declare  to  the  country  the  violation 
of  faith  on  the  part  of  the  King  of  PrufTia,  a  violation  which  they 
were  themfelves  compelled  to  admit,  he  pledged  himfelf  that  this 
fhoQld  be  the  lafl  loan  to  which  he  would  give  his  aifent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  explained  as  to  two  points  :  that 
he  had  never  afTerted  that  he  had  derived  his  informatioo  from  any 
Vol.  XL.  3  E 
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<Jocumcnts  of  Miniftcrs,  but  ftom  others  which  he  had  reafon  to  be- 
lieve equally  authentic. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  alfo  explained. 
General  SMITH  entered  his  proteft  againft  tlic  condud  of  tf^c 
honourable  gentleman,  in  bringing  forward  a  motion  without  bavip^ 
given  thfc  Members  notice  to  prepare  themfclvcs  for  the  difcuCicn. 
On  this  ground,  he  would  vote  for  the  order  of  the  day.  At  tlx 
fame  time,  he  expreffed  his  difapprobation  of  the  conduft  of  tic 
King  of  Pruflia.  He  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  vihcn  the  rocricn 
was  made  to  fubfidize  the  62,000  Pruflian  troops,  he  had  exprelTcJ 
his  regret  that  the  fituation  of  affairs  was  fuch,  as  to  require  folarjc 
a  force  for  the  protc<£^ion  of  Flanders.  If  thefe  troops  had  arrived 
at  the  period  appointed,  he  was  perfuadcd  that  things  would  not  ha\c 
been  as  they  were  at  prefent. 

Colonel  MAITLANI>  replied  to  General  Smith,  and  expreffed 
his  hope  that  Mr.  Sheridan  would  take  another  opportunity  to  brii^ 
forward  his  motion. 

Colonel  CLINTON  entered  into  a  detail  of  the  operations  of  thr 
campaign  ;  but  in  fo  low  a  tone  of  voice,  that  we  were  unable  to 
foUow  him  in  the  courfe  of  his  argument. 

General  TARLETON  faid,  tliat  he  did  not  know  from  ^I^ 
quarter  the  honourable  Baronet  had  derived  his  information  with 
refpeft  to  the  condudl  of  the  King  of  Pruflia  ;  whether  from  criui- 
tary  documents,  or  from  the  convcrfation  of  military  men.  It  was 
very  eafy,  however,  to  refute  what  he  had  afferted,  by  a  Cmplc 
ftatemcnt  of  facls.  It  was  notorious  that  the  mod  brilliant  arrange- 
ments had  been  made  for  the  opening  of  the  laft  campaign.  A 
confidential  perfon  had  been  fent  ftom  General  Cobourg,  and  it  was 
well  authenticated  that  a  principal  part  of  the  plan  of  Mack  was 
founded  upon  the  fuppofcd  co-operation  of  the  PruflTian  troops.  If 
thcfe  troops  had  been  brought  up  according  to  the  Hipulations  of 
the  treaty,  the  greatcft  advantages  might  have  been  derived  to  tlic 
common  caufe,  which  how  had  fo  materially  fuffercJ  from  their 
dcfeflion. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  on  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  to  pafs  to  tlie  order  of  the  day  ; 

Ayes,   128;  Noes,   33.     Majority,  95. 
The  order  of  the  day  being  moved,  for  taking  His  Majefl)  s 
nicflagc  into  confideration,  it  was  accordingly  read. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  before  moving  the  addrcfs  in 
anfwer  to  His  Majefty's  meffage,  lie  fliould  call  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe  to  the  imix)rtant  circumftanccs  in  which  it  was  brought  for- 
ward.    The  mcffagc  related  to  a  negociation  going  on,  not  Jtt 


not  be  proper  much  longer  to  delay  providing  the  fupplics  for  the 
fcrvioe  of  the  year.     If  His  Majefty  fhould  agree  to  guaranty  the 
propofed  loan  to  the  Emperor,  it  was  a  fubjeft  intimately  conneded 
with  the  quefiion  of  the  fupplics.     It  Vi-as  proper,  therefore,  that  the 
bufinefs  (hould  be  known  as  early  as  pc^ible,  in  order  not  to  keep 
the  public  in  fufpenfc,  with  refpe<Sl  to  the  future  fituation  of  the 
countr}%     He  was  extremely  happy  at  the  opportunity  now  aSorded 
by  His  Majefty 's  mcflage,  to  difcufs  the  general  principle  of  the  mea- 
fure  which  had  already  been  collaterally  adverted  to  in  the  courfe  of 
the  debates.     It  wpuld  be  impoffihlc  to  enter  into  the  details  of  the 
mcafure  till  the  negociation  fhould  be  concluded.     If  the  queftion 
was  now  to  decide,  whether  it  was  proper  for  His  Majefty  to  gua- 
rantee a  loan  for  a  particular  force,  there  were  three  points  to  be 
confidcrcd.      ift.  The  utility  of  the  co-operation  of  Auftria..     2d, 
The  fccurity  for  the  performance  pf  the  ftipulations.     And,   3d, 
Whether  the  rifle  of  the  loan  itfclf  was  greater  than  the  probable  ad^ 
vantage  to  be  derived   from  the  mcafure  ?    The  firft  of  tbefe  quef- 
tions,  the  general  policy  of  the  mcafure,  was  the  moft  material,  and 
that  which  he  fhould  moft  fullv  difcufs.     Great  as  had  boen  the 
prejudiQ^s  attempted  to  be  raifed  on  the  fubjccl,  he  truftod  to  be 
able  to  refute  them  by  the  ftatementofa  few  litnple  points.    Thdfe 
were,   i  ft.  The  impoflTibility  of  procuring  peace  in  the  prefent  mo- 
ment, which  had  been  admitted  by  a  great  majority  of  that  Houfe. 
2dly,  The  great  and  powerful  exertions  which  had  been  recommend- 
ed even  by  thofe  who  advifed  a  negociation.     We  ought,  thirdly, 
to  confider  the  enemy  with  whom  we  had  to  contend ;  an  enemy 
powerful  in  men  and  refources,  and  with  whom  this  country  had 
never  fo  fucc^efsfully  combated,  as  when  its  maritime  ftrengtli  had 
been  aided  by  the  judicious  application  of  aland  force  on  the  Conti- 
nent, in  order  to  weaken  and  divide  the  exertions  of  our  opponents* 
If  fuch  was  tlie  character  of  thofe  with  w»hom  we  had  to  contend, 
perfons,  who  had  found  a  fubftitute  for  money,    by  reforting  to  re- 
fources, which  he,  however,  contended  could  not  be  permanent, 
who  had  raifed  an  immenfe  land  force  by  the  aid  of  rcquifitions, 
and  who  had  been  able  to  make  greater  naval  exertions  than  at  any 
former  period,  it  was  ncceffary  that  we  fhould  opiX)fe  to  them  the 
lame  means  which  they  employed  againft  us.     If  he  was  ^(ktd, 
where'  was  the  n>oney  to  combat  their  refources  ?    Where  was  the 
land  force  to  encounter  their  requifitions  ?    Where  was  the  navy  to 
maintain  its  fupcriprity  on  the  fea  ?  Such  was  the  proud  (Ituation  of 
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this  happy  ifland  ;   all  thefc  were  to  be  found  in  Great  Britain.— 
If  there  was   any   deficiency,  it  was  in   the  number  of  our  land 
forces.     It  was  neceflary,  therefore,  that  for  thefe  we  (hould  lock 
to  fome  great  Power  on  the  Continent.     And  to  whom  could  wc 
look  but  to  the  Emperor  ?  Both  from  the  extenfive  means  which 
he  pofleffed,  ifrom  his  local  fituation,  from   the  military  chaiaftcr 
of  his  fubjeds,  and  from  his  intcrcft  in  the  profccution  of  the  pre- 
fent  conteft,  an  intereft  which,  as  he  would  fliew,-  was  incrcafcd 
by  the  difficulties  and  difaftcrs  which  he  had  already  experienced. 
That  nothing  was  to  be  hoped  from  treat}*^,  was  fufficiently  evinced 
by  the  dreadful  example  that  had  lately  been  exhibited,  that  there 
was  no  fecurity  even  from  a  -peace  which  promifed  to  be  concluded 
within  a  few  weeks.     If  the   road  of  conqueff  was  found  W  be 
fhorter  than  that  of  negociation  ;  if  wc  looked  for  a  Power  who  W2s 
interefted  in  the  prefervation  of  the  Italian  States,  and  to  defend 
thofe  provinces  from  the  encroachments  of  the  French,  whofc  inte- 
reft it  was  to  defend  Savoy,  and  prefcrvc  Piedmont,  the  Emperor 
was  that  Power.     If  we  wanted  a  Power  who  would  defend  Spain, 
or  be  a  barrier  to  (he  French  in  the  Low  Countries  ;  for  all  thcfc 
objects  the  Houfe  of  ^uftria  was   concerned.     The  Emperor  vas 
that  Power  with  whom  we  would  naturally  dcfire   an    alliance,  if 
thofe  objeds  were  worthy  our  rcgird.     Could  this  country  fubmit 
to  a  fituation  which,  while  it  remained  in  the  hands  of  France,  de- 
prived us  of  the  fources  of  our  wealth,  and  precluded  the  intcrcouric 
of  our  commerce  ? 

But  he  did  not  merely  reft  upon  this  argument,  arifing  out  of  the 
general  fituation  of  Europe.  It  was  an  objeft  of  policy  to  incrcafc 
our  force  when  confidcrcd  as  afling  upon  our  enemy  in  anotlier  mode. 
For  what  he  was  now  to  mention  with  refpeft  to  the  fituation  of 
France,  he  had  the  admifilons  of  pcrfons  who  could  not  be  fufpc6Jcd 
of  giving  an  unfavourable  ftatcmcnt.  He  had  the  admiflRon  of  Tal- 
lien  himfelf,  corroborated  by  fcvcral  other  CommiflTioncrs  and  Mem- 
bers'of  the  Convention,  that  the  internal  preffure  of  France  was 
fuch,  that  it  could  not  long  be  fupported,  unlefs  the  immcnfe  maft 
of  paper  currency  was  reduced.  There  exifted  no  way  of  diminifti- 
ing  this  mafs,  but  by  a  diminution  of  their  expcnccs,  and  thofe  ex- 
pcnces  could  not  be  leflencd,  unlefs  their  forces  were  reduced. 
Since  the  time  that  this  fiatcment  was  made,  die  prcflTurc  upon  the 
interior  had  increafcd  ten-fold,  and  ever  fi  nee  the  firft  day  of  this 
fefllion  of  Parliament,  as  far  as  wc  had  regular  accounts,  things  were 
declining  to  that  point  which  muft  terminate  in  ruin.  The  qucftion 
then  came  to  this,  will  you  abandon  this  mode  of  diflrcfling  your 
enemy,  a  mode  wliich,  upon  tlicir  own  confcffion,  will  have  die  fnolt 
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fure  operation  ?  It  was  ncccffary,  therefore,  that  we 
them  up  to  the  fame  fcale  of  exertions  which  muft  ultim 
to  their  refources,  -and  that  by  bringing  into  the  field 
to  any  which  they  could  pofliWy  fupply,  countcra<ft  tl 
objeft,  to  make  peace  with  fome  countries,  in  ordei 
reduced  eAablifhment  they  might  more  fuccefsfuUy  can 
againft  others.  It  was  probable  that  the  King  of  Prufl 
come  forward  with  the  fame  force  as  during  the 'la 
This  ought  to  operate  as  a  ground  for  double  cxertioni 
of  this  country.  The  queilion  was  whether  we  would 
their  fcheme  of  policy,  by  allowing  the  Emperor  to 
force  for  the  want  of  pecuniary  afliftance,  by  thus  af 
encouragement  to  the  French  in  the  profecution  of  the 
celerating  a  peace  which  muft  in  its  iffue  be  fatal  to 
ruinous  to  this  country ;  moft  particularly  3gainft  Engla 
enmity  direflcd.  It  was  with  the  wifti  to  purfue  the 
this  country  with  unabated  rancour,  that  they  defircd  p 
other  powers  of  the  confederacy.  This  argument  bn 
the  third  point ;  the  prefervation  of  our  naval  fuperioi 
feemed  an  unanimous  fentiment  to  pervade  the  whole 
our  naval  exertions  (hould  be  limited  by  nothing  (hort 
'  of  continuing  them  ;  but  when  the  gentlemen  on  the 
oppofed  this  meafure,  upon  the  principle  of  its  crampi 
they  oppofed  it  upon  erroneous  views  of  the  fubjeft. 
lition  on  the  contrary  was  attended  with  benefit  to  the 
queftion  now  did  not  lay  between  the  navy  and  the  A 
It  was  not  whether  the  naval  intereft  fhould  be  facr 
Auftrian  loan  ;  but  it  was,  whether  after  all  the  exert 
the  increafe  of  the  navy,  they  would  not  give  fuch  affifta 
be  attended  with  benefit  to  the  common  caufe,  and  ev 
promote  the  intereft  of  the  navy  ?  There  were  two  wj 
we  maintained  our  fuperiorit}'  at  fea :  firft,  by  increai 
marine  to  the  utmoft  extent  of  which  we  were  capable, 
purfuing  fuch  meafures  as  in  their  probable  confequence 
tendency  to  weaken  the  naval  ftrength  of  the  enemy. 
of  afliftance  granted  to  the  Emperor,  he  brought  ii 
200,000  men,  the  French  could  not  pay  that  attent 
marine  which  otherwife  they  would  ;  confequently  th< 
would  be  diminiflied,  and  our  fupcriority  on  the  ocea 
much  greater  than  if  their  attention  was  not  withdraw 
navy,  and  neceflkrily  directed  to  their  military  e 
Taking  the  queftion  in  both  thefe  points  of  view,  i 
beneficial*      He  would  next  examine  what  objcilio 
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Wought  aganft  the  meafurc ;  or  fudi  obje<flions  as  he  had  heard 
urged  in  former  converfations  upQn  the  Aibjcdl.  The  Rrft  vras, 
as  to  the  reafonable  aflfurances  of  the  fulfilment  of  the  (lipulations  of 
the  treaty ;  and,  fecondly,  the  chance  of  the  burden  ialling  upon  us 
ulthnatelvy  fuppoiing  the  Emperor  fiiouKi  fail  in  his  payment  of  the 
loan.  To  the  firft  point,  a  curious  fort  of  argument  h^  been  in- 
tnHltKHid,  which,  if  pufhcd  to  its  extent,  would  end  in  the  annihi* 
lation  of  all  fyftems  of  alliance.  It  was  argued^  that  the  King  of 
Prufiia  liad  broken  his  treaty,  and,  therefore,  we  (liould  not  enter 
into  treat)*  with  any  other  power.  One  gentleman,  in  the  harih  Ian- 
gtiagie  pecuKar  to  him  when  he  fpokc  of  our  allies,  had  faid  wc  were 
not  lo  treat  with  one  defpot,  when  wc  had  been  deceived  by  a  for- 
mer:  an  argument  that  could  not  be  admitted  to  the  extent  in  which 
it  had  been  urged,  except  wc  were  to  renounce  all  alliance,  and 
expunge  every  treaty  fr(»m  tlic  annals  of  nations.  We  auld  never 
enter  into  any  tresrty  with  nnv  Monarch  or  Deffot,  for.fo  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  cliofe  to  call  tlk^m,  becaufe  we  had  met 
with  one  infiancc  of  breach  of  faith.  To  this  the  principle  muH 
go,  unlefs  it  could  be  ftatcd,  that,  becaufe  the  King  of  Prufiia  had 
failt'd  in  the  year  1794^  theicforc,  the  Emperor  of  Germany  was 
not  t9  be  trufted  in  the  year  1795  ;  or  that  the  difference  of  times 
made  fome  difirrencc  as  to  the  principle.  He  was  glad,  however, 
in  fome  dcgRx  to  find  this  principle  abandoned,  and  the  fubject 
matter  of  chquiry  now  was,  whether  we  had  fuch  reafonable  grounds 
of  s^rance,  as  by  wife  and  experienced  ftatefroen,  had  bcfoie  been 
thought  fufiicient  to  fccure  the  performance  of  xUg  conditions  of  a 
treaty.  What,  he  alked,  w'cre  the  general  grounds  of  alliance  be- 
tween riations  ?  Confidence  in  their  good  faith,  a  fenfe  of  common 
intcreft,  and  an  apparent  fincerc  inclination  to  fulfil  their  engagements* 
On  thefe  grounds  he  proceeded  to  defend  the  ixnccrity  of  tl>c  Empe- 
ror. The  faith  of  Audria  had  been  attacked,  and  declared  to  be 
notorioufly  bad ;  but,  in  his  opinion,  the  hiftory  of  that  country 
would  ihew  her  to  be  faithful  to  her  engagements,  except  in  a  period 
of  about  tw:o  years,  which  had  been  remarked  as  a  departure  from 
her  general  condud.  But  could  we  imagine,  that  we  had  no  reli- 
ance upon  the  intereft  of  the  Empcro^  ?  He  was  under  the  preflfir^ 
calls  of  intcreft  and  honour,  to  make  refpe<3able  efforts  of  defence. 
Pride,  honour,  and  intereft,  all  ftimulatcd  him  to  the  moft  ef- 
fcdual  means  of  exerdng  himfclf  with  cffcSk.  Could  we  fgppoiep 
that  he  would  remain  content  to*  fee  the  FreiKh  in  pofleirion  of  the 
Low  Countries  ?  Would  he  tamely  view  their  encroachments  in 
Germany,  or  quiedy  remain  a  fpedlator  of  their  conquells  in  Italy  i 
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Was  their  preponderance  in  the  fcalc  of  Europe, 
concern  to  him  ? 

As  far  as  depended  upon  die  difpofirion  of  t 

thought  much  of  that  was  manlfcfted  by  the  cin 

having  now  applied  to  borrow  money  at  a  large  rate 

rxhaufting  and  burdening  himfeif  with  the  expenc 

paigns  ;  had  we  not  reafon  to  fuppofc  he  was  per 

co-operate  with  us,  when,  after  the  events  whi( 

happened,  he  was  not  difcouraged,  but  joined  with  • 

of  Holland  and  the  Rhine,  by  which  the  progrcfs  ol 

been  retarded  ?   It  was  not  by.this  loan  feparately,  t 

could  make  thofe  exertions  ;  *t  diis  moment,  he 

ex'cry  means  to  raife,  upon  his  own  dominions,  ta> 

to  the  feryicc  of  the  war ;  and  making  the  grcateft  c 

ing  upon  his  fubjefts  to  cdme  forward  with  their  c 

aid  of  the  pecuniary  affiftance  which  he  might  ret , 

country.     With  refpeft  to  the  qucftion  of  fecuritj , 

of  fix  millions  to  be  allowed  to  come  in  compctitif  i 

quifition  of  the  whole  Auftrian  force  ?     If  wc  coi 

widi  the  number  of  tiDops  to  be  employed,  we  ihoi  i 

was  purchallng  their  affitiance  very  rcafonably.     Tl 

was  not  adcq^uate  by  itfelf  to  bear  the  c'jcpcnccs  of  I 

of  troops;  yet,  if  it  was  granted,  the  rcfources  of  i 

without  itsaffiftance  muft  remain  inactive,  would  \\ 

adlion ;  and  there  were  ftrong  grounds  to  believe  th:i 

of  the  Emperor,  laft  campaign,  had  not  been  limited 

but  by  dcfedt  of  means.  If  the  fact  were  even  to  be  tl  i 

was  ultimately  to  fall  on  this  country,  it  would  not 

impolitic,  after  having  increafcd  our  own  army  an 

utmoft,  that  we  (hould,  by  adding  to  tlie  rcfources  d 

able  her  to  bring  into  action  a  formidable  army,  v 

would  remain  inaftive.     This  loan  was  made  in  t; 

public,  and  folcmnly  and  deliberately  concluded  in  I 

Europe.     The  conduft  of  Auftria  had  never  been  (i 

that  (he  would,  foi^getting  Honour,  jufticc,  and  polic 

break  the  conditions  fdemnly  entered  into.     In  her 

gagements,  (he   was  interefted  above  all  others,  ai 

faith  in  them  would  be  attended  with  confequcnces 

herfclf.     She  had  ever  been  obliged  to  have  rccourfe 

firom  her  liluation  in  Europe,  it  was  improbable  and 

could  always  maintain  it  without,  at  fome  future  d 

tcring  into  a  fmiilar  tranfatStion.     With  fuch  a  ncccf 
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view,  could  (he  g;ivc  tliat  fatal  blow  to  her  credit  which  (he  muft 
give  if  ftic  broke  with  this  country  ?  On  thefe  general  grounds, 
he  concluded  (he  was  unlikely  to  adopt  fuch  a  condud.  The  right 
honourable  gendeman  defended  the  propriety  of  continental  conncc- 
tionsy  and  obferved  that  a  right  honourable  gendeman  oppofite  to  him 
(Mr.  Fox),  in  his  whole  polidcal  career,  had  very  (b-cnuoufly  de- 
fended the  propriety  of  them  alfo.  He  had  accufed  other  Miniftcrs 
of  leaving  the  country  deftituteof  allies,  and  without  thofc  pfwerful 
connexions  on  the  continent,  which  were .  eifentially  beneficial  to 
the  interefis  of  this'country.  Befides  all  thefi^confiderations,  the 
treaty  would  contain  ftipulations,  providing,  that  for  every  three 
hundred  pounds  advanced,  an  obligation  upon  the  Bank  of  Vienna 
for  four  hundred  would  be  tranfmitted  to  this  country,  and  the 
privilege  would  alfo  be  fecured,  to  fue  the  Emperor  in  his  own  here- 
ditary territories,  according  to  die  eftahlifhed  forms  of  the  Courts 
of  Juftice.  Was  it  likely  that,  with  fuch  privilege  vefted  in  us, 
the  Emperor,  in  order  to  relift  its  operations,  would,  in  the  prefent 
iituadon  of  Europe,  be  induced  to  trample  upon  every  form  of  law, 
and  to  defeat  every  principle  of  juftice  ?  If  after  all  he  was  afked, 
if  there  was  no  rifk,  he  was  not  prepared  to  make  this  aflTertion  ; 
but  that  the  confidcration  of  rilk  (hould  be  allowed  in  eveiy  inftance 
to  countcrad  every  probable  ground  of  hope,  was  a  principle  to 
which  he  could  never  alTcnt,  and  that  the  advantage  likely  to  refult 
from  the  prefent  meafure  was  fuch  as  greatly  to  over-balance  any  riik 
with  which  it  might  be  attended,  was  the  cleared  propoiidon  that  had 
ever  prefented  itfelf  to  his  mind.     He  concluded  with  moving. 

That  an  hamble  addrefs  be  prefented  t^  His  Majefly,  to  return  His 
Majedy  the  thanks  of  this  Hou{e  for  his  inofl  gracious  inelTage,  and  for 
hiscondefceniion  andgoodnefs  in  having  been  pleafed  to  communicate 
to  us  the  flate  of  the  negociaiioti  in  which  Hia  Majefly  has  engaged  with 
the  Emperor : 

To  affurc  His'Majcfty  that,  'when  His  Majedy  fliall  be  enabled,  accord- 
ing to  his  gracious  intention,  to  lay  before  us  the  refult  of  that  negocia* 
tion,  and  the  arrangement  relritive  to  the  temporary  advances  made  hy 
His  Majcfty  in  the  latter  part  bf  the  laft  campaign,  we  fhall  proceed  to 
take  the  fubje^  into  our^urther  conlideration  with  the  ierioui  attention 
which  it  will  deferve  :  that,  in  the  mean  tinfie,  we  think  it  our  duty  to 
exprefs  to  His  Majefty  the  (Irong  fcnfe  we  entertain  of  the  advantage 
which  might  be  derived  ro  the  common  caufc  from  the  vigorous  co-ope- 
ration of  a  powerful  Auilrian  aniiy  ift  the  next  campaign;  and  to  offer  our 
humble  opinion  to  His  Majcdy,  that,  if  it  (hould  appear  likelv  that  that 
advantage  may  be  effe(5lually  fecured  by  enabling  His  Majclty  to  gua- 
ranty, under  proper  conditions,  a  loan  to  be  raifed  by  the  Emperor,  to 
fuch  an  amount  as  may  be  thdught  reafonable  and  proportioned  to  the 
extent  of  his  efforts,  the  adoption  of  fuch  a  meafure  may  be  efientially 
conducive  to  the  immediate  intercfts  of  His  Mdjcfly's  iubjeds  at  thu 


did  not  adopt  it ;  and  if  we  went  on  upon  fuch  meafurts  as  that 
wbich  was  now  propofed,  we  Ihould  drive  ourfelves  rapidly  to  ruin, ' 
for  in  point  of  extravagance  and  folly,  this  meafaie  wa»  never  equal-, 
led  at  any  period  of  Its  esifknce.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  flated  that  this  loan  was  not  to  affe^  the  fupply  of  the  year.. 
So  much  the  worie,  for  then  the  people  would  not  now  feel  the  of- 
fcifli  of  it;  and  it  might  come  upon  dietn  on  a  fudden  «'hen  thejr^ 
were  ufipreparcd  for  it,  and  the  danger  of  that  fort  of  delutive  hop^ 
of  fecurity  was  one  of  the  gteatcft  evils  that  could  happen  to  a  pco-; 
pie — He  thought,  therefore,  that  if  this  bslinefs  was  to  go  on^ 
the  better  way  would  be  to  provide  for  it  at  once,  by  railing  taites  j- 
then  the  people  would  fee  the  real  fituatpn  they  were  in,  and  woi)l(f 
know  what  burdens  diey  muft  bear ;  whereas,  the  other  mode  only 
tended  Kt  deceive  for  the  prefent,  in  order  to  make  thdr  difhe&i  at 
a  fiiture  day  the  more  inK^crable.  There  were  many  other  objec- 
tions which  he  had  to  this  mcafure,  tut  thefc  he  might  perhaps  fub- 
mit  at  a  future  period.  He  then  moved  as  an  amendment,  that  all 
the  words  after  the  word  "  ddirc"  (hould  be  left  out  of  the  Addrefs. 
Sir  FRANCIS  BARING  fald  a  few  word*  againft  the  loan. 
Sr  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  fupported  the  addrefs  and  the 
loan,  as  a  very  necelTary  and  politic  meafure  ;  the  expeuce  he  con- 
fidercd  as  very  inconlidcrablc,  when  the  bcncBis  that  might  enfue 
fircmi  fo  great  a  reinforcement  of  military  (Ircngth  would  be  gained 
on  the  Continent.  Many  gentlemen  feemed  to  think  that  the  only 
thing  this  country  ought  to  attend  to  was  her  naval  power ;  he,  for 
one,  was  of  a  different  opinion  ;  he  had  as  mudi  reliance  as  any 
man  could"  have  upon  the  protedticm  of  our  navy,  but  at  the  hma. 
dme  he  believed  that  nothing  could  be  of  fuch  clTential  confequencc 
to  us,  or  harafs  the  enemy  more,  than  a  great  army  being  kept 
upon  the  frontiers  of  France  j  and  in  fo  far  he  agreed  with  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  by  a  dlverfion  of  that  fort,  we 
would  take  inuch  from  the  power  of  the  enemy  in  their  exertions 
at  lea.  If  we  thou^t  of  an  ijivafion,  which  he  was  almoil  fure 
would  happen,  though  he  had  nut  the  lend  doubt,  when  it  did, 
that  it  would  be  cafily  repelled,  this  was  a  plan  that  We  Ihould  adopt, 
for  the  reafon  he  had  jufl  given.  If  we  looked  to  peace,  he  thought 
that  we  fhouldccrtalnly  give  tlus  affiftance  to  Aiiftria,  becaufc  France 
would  be  much  more  ready  to  treat  for  peace,  when  a  formidable 
alliance  was  againll  them,  than  when  the  different  Powers  in  Eu- 
IPpc  were  entirely  feparated  and  unconnected  in  the  common  CJufe. 
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Mr.  MAURICE  ROBINSON  fpoke  a  few  w6itdA  agaii^  &« 
foan,  and  wilhcd  the  money  to  be  applied  to  the  fervkc  of  ihe  Bri* 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid>  that  if  the  credit  of  die  fmpexor  was  fo 
good,  how  came  the  offer  in  die  city  of  fcven  and  a  ii^  per  cent* 
to  be  there  redded  ? 

Mr.  BRANDLI>^G  was  againft  any  lean  or  fubfidy  to  ibrdgA 
Powers,  and  thought  our  rdiance  ought  to  be  on  our  navy,  and 
that  every  attention  fliouM  be  paid  to  it.  He  thought  alfo,  in  €on« 
ftquence  of  the  enormous  fcaie  of  our  expenditure,  diat  the  French 
Alight  be  encoutaged  to  hold  out  from  the  idea  that  our  finances 
would  be  exhauAcd. 

The  queftion  was  .kAidly  called  for,  and  the  Houfe  divided  upoB 
the  amendment ; 

Noes,  173;  Ayes,  58.     Majors^  ii5» 

MINORITY  on  die  Motion  to  addrefs  His  Majefty  on  his  Mcf- 
fage  relative  to  railing  a  Loan  for  the  Emperor. 


Aubrey,  Sir  John 
Bariugy  Sir  Francis 
Bankes,  Henry 
BaiTet,  SirFrancii 
Bouvcrie,  Hon,  Edward 
BradylU  Wilton 
Brandlingf  Charles 
Browne,  F.  J. 
Burch,  J.  R. 
Burdon,  R. 
BuUcr,  James 
Byng,  George 
Cnurchy  J.  B« 
Coke,  T.  W. 
Coke,  Edward 
Courtenay,  John 
Coxe,  H.  tiippefley 
Crcfpigny,  T.  C, 
£a(l,  Edward  Hyde 
Fletcher.  Sir  Henry 
JFord,  ^ir  F. 

Fox,  Right  Hon.  C.  J. 
Francis,  rbiiip 
Fitzpatrick,  General 
Grey«  Charles 
Hariifon,  John . 
HH1>  Sir  Ricbar4 
Howard,^  Henry 
HuiTey,  WiUiaia 
Jiarr,  James 
Jck/ll,  Jolcph 


LambtoD,  William  Hcbij 
Langfton,  John 
Leicefter^  Sir  Johs 
Lemon,  Sir  Vr  illiaia 
Ludknr,  Earl 
Mattland,  Hon.ThomaS' 
Martin,  James 
Mtlner,  Sir  Willa 
Milbanke>  Ralph 
M'Leod,  General  N.  . 
North,  Dudley 
Picrfc,  Henry 
Plumer,  William 
Popham,  Alexander 
Powlctt,  Hon.  Vcre 
Ridley,  Sir  M.  W. 
Robinfon,  M. 
RulTell,  Loni  \\rilliam 
Shaw,  Cunliflb 
Spencer,  Lord  Robert 
Smitfi,  General 
Tarlcton,  General 
Thompfon,  Thomas 
Tliorold,  Sir  John 
Thomas,  W. 
Wynrtc,  R.  W,      . 
Wyndhami  Hon«P.C* 

Whitbrtad^  Samuel,  juiu 
Snuth|  WilUaoi 

Tiptkloo* 


A  petition  was  prefcntcd  from  the  Mayor  and  Commonalty  of  the 
city  of  York,  deploring  the  calamities  of  the  war,  deprecaln^  th* 
idea  of  our  interference  with  the  intenul  government  of  France, 
and  praying  that  the  Houfc  might  adopt  fuch  means  as  might  tciid 
to  bring  about  a  fpcedy  and  honourable  peace. 

Ordered  to  t>c  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Marine  Mutiny  bill  was  read  a  Iccond  time,  and  ordocd 
Co  be  committed.  ;       .      ( 

Mr.  Cliancellor  PITT  pvc  notice,  diat  on  Wednefday,  the 
iBd;  of  this  month,  he  (hould  bring  forward  the  confidcrationc^  the 
Supi^y,  and  the  Ways  and  Means  of  the  Year,  gener^yundcrftood 
by  opening  the  Budget. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  aiked  an  honourable  gentleman,  who  had 
been  fo  materially  concerned  in  the  fubjofl  of  the  flavc  trade,  when 
he  i  ntcndcd  to  brii^  his  propolition  forward  in  that  Houfe,  upon  that 
fubjea  ? 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  he  intended  to  bring  it  forward 
tins  day  fortnight. 

Mr.  THORNTON  prcfcnted  a  petition,  of  which  the  follow- 
ii^  is  a  copy  : 


The  humble  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  asd  Boroueh  of 
Southwark,  convened  by  the  public  advrnirenienl  of  che  High  milif 
of  tbe  bid  Borough, 

Sheweth,  That  your  pctitioneri  fincerely  and  awfully  iffcAed  by  a  due 
feafe  of  tbe  trying  and  mumentauscircumtbinces,  under  which  they  now 
appeal  to  tbe  wiOom,  and  tothe  ffeiiDg*  of  their  Can  •Itutioi.al  repre- 
fcncuivc&,  itie  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament  alTcmbled,  find 
it  iheif  boundcn  duty,  to  give  their  opinion  upon  the  prefent  alarming 
Aate  of  public  a&airi,  with  all  the  frauknefs  and  cxplicitncTs  which  the 
cri fit  demands. 

And  firft,  your  petitioners  freely  and  zealoufly  declare,  their  true  and 
unOialKD  attachment  to  the  Monarch  on  the  Throne,  and  to  Hii  Koyal . 
Family  ;  and  their  firm  determination  to  fuppon  tbe  genuine  principles 
of  this  moft  excellent  Conftitution,  (iiould  any  attempt  from  whatever 
<]uaner,  whether'foreign  or  domefiic,  be  made  to  fubvcrt  tt. 

In  [evolving,  however,  the  eveuti  of  the  prefent  war  with  France, 
vour  petitioners  with  the  deepell  concern  have  obferved,  that  the  tmiforra 
bravery  manifeflcd  by  the  Britilh  tiecifi  and  armici,  hat  in  no  rcfpcftad* 
vanced  the  prerumed'objc£t  of  the  war,  aad  now  lefs  than  ever  appean 
IjVely  to  attain  it. 

The  conlideraiionofthcdiradera  and  defeat!  which  have  iRtely  attended 
the  unfuppotted  eflbrts  of  the  Briiifh  arms  on  the  Continent,  it  in  the 
suad*  of  your  petitiooeri  bitterly  aggravated  by  the  re&fUoti  that  tbofe 
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allies  wliofe  councils  and  refentments  fird. engaged  us  in  the  cont€ft,  have 
wrung  from  the  credulity  and  confidence  of  the  generous  andinduftrious 
people  of  Great  Britain  large  fums  of  money,  for  which,  in  violation  ot 
all  faith,  no  adequate  fervice  appears  to  nave  been  performed  or  at- 
tempted. 

In  the  events  of  a  campaign  (6  unparalleled  in  calamity,  your  petiti" 
oners,  among  other  fatal  confequences,  perceive  a  large  addition  to  the 
exifting  national  debt,  the  fpeedv  diminution  of  which  has  been  lohg 
held  forth  to  your  petitioners  and  to  the  country  as  a  meafure  in(tiijpen- 
fably  necei&ry  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Conilitution  as  well  as  to  the 
credit  of  Great  Britain. 

Under  the  increa(in|;  preflure  of  fuch  burdens,  vour  petitioners  ace 
convinced,  however  highly  they  are  difpofed  to  eilimate  the  fortitude 
find  loyalty  of  all  defcriptioas  of  their  countrymen ;  and  however  readily 
they  admit  the  temporary  advantages,  which  both  the  general  commerce 
and  the  public  funds  of  this  country  may  have  derived  from  the  ttnon 
and  calamities  of  other  nations,  that  the  confequcncet  of  perfcvering  in 
the  prcfent  dcftru^ive  war,  muft  tend, rapidly'  to  deprefs  and  ruin  the 
occupations  of  ufcful  labour  and  profitable  induflry,  and  ultimately  to 
deHroy  the  only  true  fources  of  the  nation's  power,  our  trade^  our  com« 
merce,  and  our  maniifadturcs. 

Under  this  impreilion,  your  petitioners  are  compelled  to  turn  their 
thoughts  ;noft  fcrioufly  and  eagerly  to  the  only  real  remedy  for  the  evils 
they  apprehend.  Peace:  for  in  the  tranquillity,  the  civilized  inter- 
courfr,  and  the  commercial  profperity  of  the  furrounding  nations  of  Eu- 
rope, your  petitioners  conceive  the  commercial  intercfts  of  Great  Britain 
can  only  find  their  intereft  and  fupport.  In  the  purfuits  of  vengeance 
or  ambition,  in  wars  and  camps,  in  defolation  and  bloodflied,  even  were 
the  contefl  attended  with  temporary  fucccls,  the  refult  to  a  country  cir> 
cumilanced  as  this  i%  mud  be  national  bankruptcy  and  ultimate  ruin. 

On  thefe  grounds,  your  petitioners  humbly  but  diftindly  pray,  that 
your  honourable.  Houi'e,  difclaiming  every  pretence  of  rieht,  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  to  create  or  corre^  a  Government  for  France, 
and  difrcgarding  whatever  is  or  may  be  the  title  or  conftru^ion  of  that 
ruling  power,  which  either  floes  or  may  exift  in  that  country,  will  car- 
iicftly  adopt  the  moftcfFei^ual  means  for  recommending  an  immediate  nc- 
gociatioa  for  peace  on  terms  confident  with  the  honour  and  fecurity 
of  ^he  BritiQi  Empire,  And  your  petitioners  farther  affure  your  honour* 
able  Houfc,  that  if,  contrary  to  the  hopes  of  your  petitioners,  motives 
of  inordinate  ambition,  or  of  implacable  refcntmcnt,  however  rafhly  and 
improvidently  excited  in  the  mind  of  the  enemy,  (bouW  render  itimpof- 
fible  to  obtain  a  termination  of  hodilities  upon  I'afe  and  honourable  terms, 
your  petitioners  will  be  found  among  the  readied  of  His  lVIajcfty*s  loyal 
•  lubje<5ts  to  ftand  forward  to  the  laft  means  of  exertion  in  defence  of  thcif 
country,  or  topcriftiwith  its  fall. 

And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.        ♦ 

Mr.  GREY  began  by  obferving,  that  the  fubjccl  on  which  he 
once  more  thought  it  his  duty  to  folicit  tjic  attention  of  the  Houfc, 
had  already,  In  various  (hapes,  and  upon  different  occaiions,  cm- 
ployed  the  utmoft  powers  of  inveftigation,  and  had  aflbrded  oppx- 
tunitics  for  the  mod  brilliant  difplays  of  genius.— 'At  diis  time  it 
bad  neitlicr  noveU/  to  excite  curiofit)^,  nor  cbarnis  to  captivate  the 
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Inu^ination :  yet,  notwithfhnding  thde  circumftances,  he  was  well 
convinced  tliat  it  was  (till  pofleflcd  of  fufficient  importance  to  arreft 
the  judgment  of  every  well-informed  individual,  and  the  frequency 
of  its  occurrence  would,  at  the  fame  time,  he  hoped,  have  die  ef-^ 
fed  of  producing  temper  in  difcuflion,  and  wifdom  in  enquiries. 
At  leafty  he  now  looked  forward  to  the  period  of  thofe  vague  and 
imfiuisfadVory  declamations,  which  had  been  uniformly  indulged  in 
the  courfe  of  this  calamitous  war,  and  was  prepared  to  expert  an 
explicit  avowal  of  the  caufes  of  our  perfeverance  in  this  dlfafh-ous 
conteft.  This,  at  any  rate,  he  was  entitled  to  hope,  from  the  ad- 
miflion  of  His  Majefiy's  Mmifters,  "who  had  now  exprefsly  avowed 
the'  fpccific  grounds  on  which  they  were  refolved  to  continue  the 
war,  and  who  had,  in  purfuance  of  this  avowal,  authorifed  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  to  move  the  amendment,  by  which  he  had 
evaded  tfie  former  motion  which  he  had  made.  As  to  the  general 
piopriety  of  thcfe  declarations^  whatever  opinion  others  might  en-* 
tertain  as  to  them,  he  thought  that  the  multiplication  of  them  was 
both  impolitic  and  abfurd  as  to  ourfelves,  as  well  as  unfatisia£toiy 
and  inconfiftent,  fo  far  as  regarded  the  people  of  France.  But 
without  entering  into  that  enquiry  at  prefent,  and  admitting  thefe 
declarations  as  a  fair  criterion  by  which  to  judge  of  the  fpirit  and 
tendency  of  that  conduA  which  Miniilcrs  had  thought  proper  to 
purfue,  it  dill  remained  to  be  afkcd,  whether  the  amendment  of 
the  right  honourat)Ie  gentleman  agreed  with  the  fpirit  of  thefe  de- 
clarations, and  whether  he  had,  in  his  own  c6ndu£t,  deviated  from 
it.  Taking  it,  however,  upon  that  amendm;:nt,  and  thofe  decla- 
rations, he  would  afk,  whether  tliey  were  fo  plain  in  their  nature, 
and  fo  incapable  of  mifconflrudion,  as  to  warrant  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  in  aiTerting  that  the  Houfe  had  already  come  to  a 
final  reiblution,  as  to  the  impoflibllity  of  negociating  a  peace  with 
the  exiding  Government  of  France. — But  whatever  might  be  the 
ientimcnts  of  that  right  honourable  gentleman,  he  would  ftill  trud, 
that  the  Houfe  had  not  hitherto  adopted  fuch  an  c*/mion  in  the  lati- 
tude in  which  it  had  been  laid  down,  though  he  well  knew  that  he 
fliould  be  referred  to  thofe  declarations  themfelves,  as  furnilhing 
the  mod  indifputable  tokens  of  the  fairnefs  of  his  intentions,  and 
the  uniform  bona  fides  wiili  which  he  had  a£led  in  the  whole  of  the 
buttnefs.  In  addition  to  this,  he  might  probably  be  told  of  the 
mifrcprefentations  of  the  conduct  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
in  which  he  and  his  friends  were  fo  generally  accufed  of  indulging 
themfelves.  However  this  latter  circumdance  might  be  urged,  and 
vith  whatever  degree  of  violence  former  topics  of  difcufTion  might 
be  revived^  he  dill  was  refolved  to  bring  the  prefent  qucdion,  io 
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ordor  that)  i(  pofiible,  it  mtg^t  he  fpeedlly  broaght  to  a  fiuir  UTtKy 
and  the  country  fully  apprifed  of  the  fpecific  objed,  for  which  ihojr 
vtere  ihedding  their  bioodi  and  exhaufting  their  treafures.  Iitipor- 
tant  as,  in  this  refpe^t,  the  queftion  would  undoubtedly  be  rcg^urdcdi 
he  would  b^  leave  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  whether  it  would  not 
be  proper  to  enquire  whether  thefe  declarations  bore  on  their  fafic* 
that  the  de(fai]£Uon  of  the  exifting  Government  of  France  was  ab- 
folutely  neceilary,  in  order  to  reflore  this  nation  to  the  bleflings  of 
peace.  .  In  the  extent  of  this  piopofitk>n>  he  was  confident  die 
Houfe  would  not  fu{^rt  him ;  and  therefore,  if  fuch  appeared  o 
be  the  meaning  of  thcfe  declarations,  he  m'zs  perfuaded  they  would 
be  thought  nt^tory.  And,  whatever  might  be  tlie  event  of  Ihat 
part  of  his  prv^ofitipn,  yet  at  any  rate  he  (hould  have  the  fatisfa^ion 
of  difcovering  whether  the  Miniftry  were  really  perfuaded  of  dieim- 
poflibility  of  negociating  a  peace  with  the  exifting  rulers  of  France^ 
and  thus  at  laft  arrive  at  the  real  point,  which  he  wiflied  to  aiccr- 
tain,  that  without  a  change  in  the  Govemons  of  France,  we  muft 
continue  to  wage  a  tellmn  intemicinum  till  that  event  (hould  take 
place.  Even  if  this  was  the  cafe,  it  was  ftill  rcquilitc  to  be  fair  in 
the  explicit  avowal  of  thefe  fentimcnts :  the  honour  and  happincft 
of  the  nation  demanded  it — jqftice  to  that  enemy  with  vrhom  ve 
were  engaged  required  it — and  even  the  reputation  of  the  ri^t  ho- 
nourable gendeman  himfdf  mod  explicitly  lequircd  it  \  for  furelf 
he  muft  be  dead  to  all  confcioufnefs,  if  he  did  not  remember  that 
the  awfiil  refponfibility  with  which  he  was  invefted  was  hourly  in- 
crcafing,  and  that  he  muft  now,  if  ever  Jic  was  willing  to  do  fo, 
avow  and  z&i  upon  opinions  which  would  meet  with  univcrial  ap- 
probation,  or  run  the  rifque  of  involving  this  country  in  ruin  by  his 
own  blind  and  wilful  obftinacy. — Once  more,  therefore,  he  would 
put  to  the  Houfe,  whethcT  they  thou^t  the  prefent  Goverrmient  of 
France  was  ci  fuch  a  nature  as  to  preclude  the  poflibility  of  a  oc^go* 
ciation  r  and  whether  they  thought  that  the  reftoration  of  Monarchy 
in  France  was  2i.Jine  qua  mn^  without  which  a  peace  ooald  not  be 
cflfedkd  f  The  right  honourable  gentleman,  complaining  of  mifrc- 
prefentation,  in  his  ufual  way,  had  fatd,  that  it  had  never  been  his 
objcdt  to  attempt  to  reftore  Monarchial  Government  to  France ; 
though  how  could  he  obviate  this  bar  to  the  opinions  he  had  exprcf- 
fed  as  to  the  pc^ibility  of  a  ncgociation,  unkfs  by  retracting  hii 
foriTicr  fentimcnts,  and  acceding  to  the  poftibility  of  a  peace  with 
the  Republic  ?  Infupport,  however,  of  his  amendment  on  a  former 
night  of  debate,  he  had  thought  proper  to  refer  to  die  various  papers 
^nd  public  documents  which  had  paflbd  during  the  coude  of  tlie 
^refcnc  cunteft  \  but,  in  the  firft  place,  in  the  dedaratiun  to  die 


people  of  Toulon,  he  had  oidy  taken  notice  of  die  fou^  paragraph 
Ih  that  paper,  totally  difregarding  the  preliminary  declaration,  in 
which  an  e^tplicit  avowal  in  favour  of  Monarchy  was  required, 
ttid  likewife  negle£Hng  to  refer  to  the  temts  under  which  Lord  Hood 
had  proflPerod  the  people  of  Toulon  his  afliftance,  in  which  the  fame 
Ihrowal  in  favour  cf  Monarchy  was  required,  and  the  deftru^on 
6f  thit  Monarchy,  with  particidar  fpedfied  afks  of  aggreflion,  were 
ftlted  as  the  grounds  of  the  prefent  war.  And  how,  after  thefo 
repeated  declarations,  could  it  be  urged  that  any  mifreprefentation 
had  taken  placc^  when  he,  and  thofe  with  whom  he  aded,  only 
relied  upon  the  very  words  of  thofe  declarations,  which  ought  either 
to  be  tetraAed,  or  tfie  confequences  muft  irfevitably  follow.  When 
we  next  came  to  the  King's  Proclamation  of  the  a  9th  Oddber  1793, 
it  would  be  found  that  in  it  would  be  difcovered  the  fame  obftinate 
#efolution,  in  refuRng  to  treat  with  the  prefent  Government  of 
France,  and  the  fame  refolution  to  attempt  every  thing  for  its  fub* 
verfion.  In  the  body  of  that  declaration.  His  Majefty  had  ex- 
^rcfsly  avov/ed,  'that  he  would  fuQ)end  all  hoftilities  againft  thofe 
who  would  dcdare  their  lefolution  to  adopt  a  Monaichial  form  of 
Oovehiment,  and  tally  under  the  ftandard  of  that  hereditaty  Mo- 
narchy under  which  their  country  had  flouriihcd  for  ages.  *  What, 
join  the  ftandard  of  the  hereditary  Monarchy,  unmodified  in  its  pii'- 
vileges,  undefined  In  its  pretogatives,  and  tyrannical  in  its  exercife^ 
iand,  after  iiaving  thus  reftored  the  ancient  defpotifm  in  all  its  un<* 
mitigated  feverity^  then  the  French  nation  was  to  think  of  limitii^ 
Vtat  power  whidi  it  had  once  more  rendered  uncontroulable,  and 
polifhing  thofe  fetters  which  once  more  had  been  riveted  upon  thenK 
But  even  fuppofing  the  people  of  that  country  had  once  a  predilection 
ibr  Monarchy,  and  fuppofing  that  we  were  once  of  opinion  that  the 
reftoration  of  that  fyftem  was  the  fovourite  objeA  of  their  purfutt^ 
as  well  as  the  moft  cffi:£hial  means  of  lecuringour  own  tranquillity, 
yet  did  not  the  events  of  die  war  now  teach  us,  that  to  attempt  any 
more  to  interfere  with  their  internal  Gbvemmcnt  would  be  machnefs  i 
And  thus,  from  every  domeftic  declaration  of  our  Cabinet,  as  well 
as  from  their  prefent  obftinacy,  it  would  appear  that  the  reAoration 
of  Monarchy  was  that  on  which  they  were  refolutcly  bent,  and  that 
the  de(hii£Kon  of  the  exiling  Government  of  France  was  deemed 
equally  neceflary.  That  this  was  the  real  Aatement  of  the  cafe, 
would  more  ftrongly  be  evinced  from  the  declarations  of  the  King's 
Minifters  at  foreign  Courts,  on  the  fubjcA  of  the  prefent  contcft. 
In  fupport  of  this  obfervation,  he  begged  leave  to  refer  the  Houfc 
to  die  declarations  of  Lord  Robert  Fitzgerald  to  the  Cantons  of 
Switzeiiand ;  to  thofe  of  Lord  Herxty,  at  the  Court  of  Turin ; 
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and,  laftiy,  to  the  tnemorial  of  my  Lord  Auckland,  sit  the  Hs^^nie^ 
to  the  States  General.  The  latter,  mod  particularly,  was.  not  a 
mere  matter  of  fpeculation,  founded  on  the  wavering  ideas  of  an 
unconne6ted  individual,  but  had  been  confirmed  by  the  fanAion 
and  authority  of  the  Houfe,  of  which  that  noble  Lord  was  a  Mem- 
ber. And  in  that  Memorial  it  had  been  exprefsly  faid,  that  the 
Conventbn  could  be  codfidered  in  no  other  li^t  than  as  a  gang  of 
regicides,  with  whom  it  was  impoflfible  to  conclude  any  treaty  of 
amity,  or  prefer vc  the  common  intercqurfe  of  political  focicty.— • 
Thus,  upon  the  whole,  whether  it  was  our  bufinefs  to  regard  thefe 
declarations  as  from  our  own  Minifters  at  home,  or  firom  thofe  of 
His  Majeity's  Miniilers  abroad,  it  would  dill  appear  to  be  generally 
pnderdood  that  the  Government  of  France  mud  at  all  events  be 
changed,  and  the  redoration  of  fome  fpccies  of  Monarchy  take  place ; 
fuch  being^  the  refult  of  all  former  declarations,  what  was  the 
amendment  made  by  the  Minider  ?  It  confirmed,  every  dedaration 
^hat  had  been  made  pr(;vioufly  to  it  An  aigument  had  been  ufcd^ 
riiat  though  the  Government  might  not  rcfiifc  to.negociate  with  a 
Republic,  yet  with  the  prefent  Government  of  France  they  would 
.not  negociate — Was  that  intended  to  be  the  declaration  of  the 
.Houfe  ?  Upon  this  datement  he  would  not  go  again  into  aiguments 
jon  the  profpe6l  of  fu^cefs ;  for  he  did  not  believe  that,  out  of  a 
,veiy  fmall  circle,  there  exided  a  man  who  entertained  the  fmalleft 
.hope  of  effediing  fuch  a  change  in  the  French  Government  by  the 
war,  as  to  enable  the  Government  to  enter  into  a  negociadon,  not* 
vithdanding  the  fanguine  predictions  and  ra(h  aflfertions  of  die  right 
Jhonourable  gendeman. 

p  In  order,  however,  to  fupport  his  opinions,  the  ri^t  honourable 
•gendeman  had  recourfe  to  pardal  and  mutilated  accounts  of  the  de* 
^b;ites  of  the  Convention,  and,  from. the  weak  and  violent  fpeecfacs 
,of  certain  members  of  that  body,  he  widied  to  infer  that  there  was 
fuch  a  degree,  of  debility  in  the  refources  of  France,  that  we  had 
tile  hoped  of  cpntinuing  the  war  with  the  feired  profped  of  uld- 
mate  fuccefs.  But  againd  all  thefe  hypothetical  reafonings,  there 
was  to  be  oppofed  the  uniform  experienceof  all  the  events  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  and  yet  thefe  aiguments  were 
Aill  continued  to  be  enforced  widi  a  weight  of  experimental  evidence 
.againd  them,  which  mud  make  every  well-informed  man  at  once 
furprifed  and  difgudcd  at  the.  repetition.  .  In  the  courfe  of  the  for- 
mer di^bates  upon  that  fubjed,  he  had  cited  the  indaace  of  Ame- 
rica, in  order  to  ihew  that  tliofe  violent  meafiires,  the  neceffiuy 
confequence  of  a  Revolutionary  Government,  were  by  no  means 
s ^ndWe  with  the  future  profperity  and  peace  of  a  rifing  Scat^ 
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una  uic  niuii  viuicni  mcaiurcs  uico  to  prcvciK  lis  aeprcciaiuHi ,  iUKi 
yet  America,  notnichftanding  all  obflacles,  had  obtained  her  inde- 
pendence, and  had  rifcn  in  gloiy,  honour,  and  affluence.  Here, 
however,,  he  might  perhaps  be  reminded  of  the  very  dUTercnt  na- 
tures of  the  French  and  American  contefts,  and  of  that  elTential 
diftinflion  which  muft  ever  be  made  between  genuine  freedom  and 
n  wiclced  and  ungovernable  licentioufncfs.  But  this  dit)in<£Hon, 
though  in  many  rcfpc^s  it  might  be  admitted  to  be  jaR,  yet  it 
would  hardly  fervc  the  purpofe  for  wWch  it  was  made.  The 
French,  whatever  their  cxcclTcs  might  be — (and  in  condemning  the 
numerous  aiJls  of  atrocity  of  which  they  had  been  guilty,  no  on* 
could  be  more  fincere  or  eamcft  than  him felf) — the  French,  he 
contended,  were  d'lil  animated  with  vigotir  in  wtiat  they  imagined 
to  be  the  caufe  of  freedom ;  and  while  their  armies  were  ailuaicd  by 
the  enthuliafm  which  that  principle  infpired,  alt  attempts  at  Tub' 
duii^  them  muft  be  vain  and  impratlicablc.  Two  years  ago,  their 
lefourccs  werefaid  to  be  ina  ftate  of  rapid  decline  ;  and  from  that , 
decline  their  fpccdy  cxtiniSion  was  confidently  progno;licated.  Such 
were  the  rcafonings  by  which  laft  year  tlie  Hoiife  had  been  perfuadcd 
into  a  belief  of  the  profpcfl  of  the  fpeedy  termination  of  the  conteft ; 
and  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  it  was  faid,  would  foon  realize 
the  fplendid  anticipation  of  fuccefs  with  which  we  had  been  dazilcd. 
How,  in  point  of  hA,  had  it  turned  out  >  We  were  wtnclTcs  to 
exertions,  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  hqd  admitted  to 
be  unprecedented,  from  this  exhauOcd  countr}',  and  whicJi  had  ren- 
dered it  the  terror  and  admiration  of  every  enemy  ;  and  thus,  if 
wc  went  on  to  efiimate  their  decay  from  their  exertions,  We  might 
find  them  in  the  complete  enjoyment  of  vidtoiy,  while  our  Miniftcr 
was  aiTuring  us  they  were  on  the  verge  of  defpcration.  Suppofit^ 
for  a  moment  that  the  people  of  France  were  to  argue  that  a  famine 
was  apprehended  to  be  faft  approaching  in  England,  from  an  ac- 
count of  the  proceedings  of  the  Lord  Mayor  on  ihc  price  of  bread, 
that  the  refources  of  the  country  wrro  nearly  exhaufted  i  and  tliat 
the  navy  of  England  could  not  be  manned  widiout  very  extraordi- 
nary meafures,  and  indeed  the  plan  which  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  propofed  for  that  purpofe,  rcfeinbled  that  of  putchig  a 
certain  number  of  men  in  ret]uilition  ?  What,  he  would  afk,  would 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  fay,  if  it  was  concluded  in  France, 
from  thcfc  proceedings  of  ours,  that  wc  were  on  the  .verge  of  ruin  i 
Moft  unqucftioaably,  he  would  treat  fuch  concluiions  with  con- 
Ccmpt.  His  own  concluiions  on  the  Hate  of  France,  from  the  evi- 
Voi..  XL.  •>  H 
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dence  he  had  given,  were  in  the  fame  predicament.      How,  then, 
could  we  expcft  fucccfs  in  contending  with  the  Frencli  from  the  idea 
cf  their  rcfources  being  nearly  exhaufted  ?  Had  we  any  hope  of  fuc- 
cecding  by  force  r  or  had  we  any  hope  from  the  divifions  among 
themfclvcs  r  What  had  been  the  confequcncc  of  the  fuccefs  of  the 
combined  armies  r  Whrle  Dumourier  was  fuccefsful,  Paris  was  m 
confufion,  and  became  fubjcft  to  the  dominion  of  the  Briflbtine 
h&ion.     When  the  combined  army  was  fuccefsful,  the  Briflbtine 
feflion  was  dcftroycd,  end  fucccedcd  by  the  t)Tanny  of  Roberfpierrc. 
In  Ihort,  if  wc  reviewed  the  whole  war  from  its  commencement  to 
the  prefent  time,  wc  (hould  find  that  tl  c  only  effeft  of  the  fucccfs 
of  the  allies  was  to  unite  the' French  to  their  executive  Government. 
They  divided  amongft  themfclvcs  only  when  their  own  armies  were 
fucccfsjful.     What,  therefore,  became  of  our  hopes  of  dividing  the 
French  againft  each  other,  when  our  defeat^  contributed  more  to 
that  than  our  viSories.     But  it  was  faid,  wc  (hould  not  think  of 
treating  with  France  for  peace,  becaufe  we  could  have  no  fecurity. 
He  hardly  knew  how  to  a»gue   that  point.     Security  for  peace  he 
was  afraid  we   could  not  have  from  any  power  in  Euiope.     Tht 
fecurity  of  peace  was  founded  chiefly  on  the  intereft  of  the  pardcs. 
Could  ve  have  had  better  fecurity  from  Louis  XIV.,  who,  although 
a  Monarch,  was  not  lefs  the  enemy  of  this  country  tlian  the  prefent 
Republic  of  France  ?    What  fecurity  could  we  have  had  for  peace 
from  Louis  XVI.  were  he  living,  or  even  from  Louis  XVII.  were 
he  now  upon  the  throne  r  None  but  fuch  as  was  founded  upon  their 
intereft,  and  that  intereft,  according  to  the  point  of  view  m  whidi 
>  tile  fubjc£^  might  appear  to  them.     Not   fo  exaftly  the  cafe  with 
regard  to  the  French  Republic  ;  for  they  v  ere  bound  to  pvc  way  to 
popular  opinion  ;  and  if  honourable  terms  were  oflfcrcd  to  thetp, 
the  popular  opinion  would  naturally  be  in  favour  of  fuch  terms.— 
Therefore,  if  the  queftion  of  fecurity  muft  be  cbnfidercd,  wc  had 
a  better  profpcft  of  It  from  a  Republic,,  than  from  a  dcfpotic  Mo- 
narch.    Poflibly,  he  nnght  be   told  there  was  an  inftance  of  the 
uncertainty  of  tl;c  fccurity  he  had  been  mentioning   in  the  cafe  of 
America  and  France.     lie  admitted,  that  M.  Genet  had  condu^S- 
«d  himfclf  improperly  in  America,  and  was   recalled.     That  vrr- 
tuous  and  able  man,  General  Waftilngton,  had  by  hiswifdompre- 
fcrved  the  peace  of  his  country.     Kc  made  complaints,  and  wai 
attended  to  in  the  manner  which  fuch  a  character  dcferved.     But 
as  to  Minifters  exceeding  dieir  inftruflions,  that  was   not  nc^'  V 
there  were  fevcral  inftanccs  of  fuch  condud  in  other  countries- — 
With  regard  to  what  the  Minift^  had  faid  on  the  danger  of  intro- 
rfuciog  Frcrrd>  principles  into  this  country,  he  would  aflc  hiroj  if  he 


really  thought,  that  to  burden  the  people,  was  tlie  way  to  make 
them  more  contented  with  thci*  fituation,  and  confequcntly  to  make 
it  Icfs  likely  that  any  dangerous  principles  might  .find  their  way 
amongft  them  ?     Or  did  he  really  think/ tliat  while  the  people  of. 
this  country  were  permitted  to  continue  in  a  (late  of  profperity,  that 
they  iivould  be  ready  to  plunge  themfelvcs  into  confufion  and  diftrcfs.  ? ' 
Upon  thcfc  confiderations,  he  thought  himfclf  entitled  to  call  upon 
that  Houfe  to  remove  every  thing  that  appeared  to  be  a  bar  againft 
the  poffibiHty  df  opening  a  ncgociation  for  peace.     This  bar  4:xift- 
cd  in  the  different  declarations  to  which  he   had  already  alluded. 
But  then  the'  Minifter  would  afk,  what  difpfition  did  the  French 
Aiew  totnake  peace  with  us  ?  He  would  fay,  that  the  French  had 
declared  they  would  make  peace  with   fome  pov^crs,  in  order  to 
carry  on  the  war  more  vigoroufly  againll  others.     From  which  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  endeavoured  to  conclude  that  they  had 
no  difpofition  of  peace  towards  us.     Now,  from  thefe  premifes  he 
drew  a  contrary  conclufion  ;  and  he  would  fay,  that  the  fair  con- 
ftruflion  to  be  put  upon  that  declaration  was,  tliat  the  French  wi(h- 
td  for  j)eace  generally,  and  that  they  would  make  peace  with  all 
fcofe  "vAio  -were  willing  to  make  peace  with  them.     Tlie  tntempe- 
tate  cxpreflions  wiiich  fome  of  the  Members  of  the  National  Con- 
vention had  made  ufe  of  when  fpeaking  againft  this  country,  bad 
been,  he  feared,  too  mudi  occafioned  by  very  rndifcreet  cxpreflions 
in  that  Houfe.     Had  it  not  often  been  faid  that  there   mud  be  a 
detcnrniiation  in  this  country  to  carry  on  againft  the  French,  a  war 
ad  Internecionem  ?  What  were  they  to  think  of  fuch  determination  ? 
It  was,  therefore,  not  at  all  wonderful  that  many  of  the  Members 
of  the  Natioail  Convention  Ihould  be  much  irritated,  and  (hould 
1\avc  made  ufe  of  very  exceptionable    language,  as  wcU  as  fome 
Members  in  that  Houfe.     Wliat  really  was  the  difpofition  of  the 
French  with  regard  to  peace  muft  be  matter  of  opinion  and  conjec- 
ture ;  but  were  he  to  be  afked  his,  the  anf\^vcr  would  be,  that  he 
believed  the  French  would  not  at  this  moment  be  averfe  to  ncgo- 
ciation.    Perhaps  he  was  deceived  in  this ;  but  he   could  not  be 
convinced  of  his  error,  until  die  experiment  had  been  tried.     But 
Jiow  tried  ?  Surely  not  by  humiliation,  but  by  a  fair  and  equitable 
offer  to  negociate,  upon  honourable  terms.      If  this  were  tried  un- 
fucccfsfully,  nothing  ferther  could  be  faid  upm  the  fubjedi ;  w* 
•muil  proceed  in  the  war  with  the  utmuft  vigour.     All  he  wantecj, 
by  what  he  fliould  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  was,  to  remove  thofc  injo^i 
dicious  dcclanuicns  which  taught  all  who  knew  of  them  to  bclicvf 
•that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Miniilcr  to  carrv'  oh  the  war,  for  t 
jujrpole  of  dcftroying  the  Government  of  France.     He  wifha  J 
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pave  the  way  for  .  a  negociation,  by  acknowlcd^ng  Ac  executive 
power  of  France  ;  and  furely  it  was  no  great  conceffion  to  acknQ(«r- 
Icdge  the  cxiftence  of  a  power  which  made  all  Europe  tremble.— 
There  was  nothing  degrading  to  us  in  making  fudx  an  acknowledge- 
ment.    They  had  not  denied  our  competence  to  treat  with  them, 
jind  he  faw  no  danger  in  acknowledging  their  competence  to  treat 
with  us.     But  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  aflc.  Upon 
what  terms  would  we  make  peace  r  This  would  be  ai>  unfair  qucf- 
tion.     He  had  avoided  mentioning  any  thing  about  terms  ;  thefi» 
he  left  to  the  Executive  Government,  a  power  which  was  juftly  pof- 
feffedof  the  means  of  judging  Brft  upon  thatfubjeA.     He  knew, 
<hat  had  he  mentioned  any  thing  of  terms,  he  (hould  be  aiked  by 
diat  right  honourable  gentleman,  if  he  would  wiih  to  ilate  to  hk 
enemies  the  terms  on  which  we  would  accept  peace,  before  we 
knew  any  thing  of  their  difpofition,  and  whether  he  would  wifli  to 
encourage  the  enemy  to  advance  in  its  demand  of  teras,  by  our 
readinefs  to  propofe  conceflions.     He  therefore  avoided  every  thing 
upon  that  point.     Indeed,  he   knew  that  the  very  nature  of  the 
circumdances  of  war,  might,  within  an  hour,  alter  the  complcxioa 
of  that  cafe.     All  that  he  afked  of  the  Houfe  was,  that  tfacy  wouki 
cdnlider  fcriouflyi  aud  confciendouily,  whether  they  were  prepared 
fo  countenance  the  Minider  in  hig  pcrfevcrance  in  a  war,  carried  on 
for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  changing  the  Government  of  Fiance- 
It  was  not  nece/Tary  for  him  to  fay,  to  reAorc  die  old  GovcmmeiK 
of  France.     But  let  the  Houfe  confider,  whether  they  would  an* 
fwer  to  their  confcienccs  and  ta  their  country,  for  fupportingawar 
upon  fudi  a  principle.     He  had  faid  he  believed  that  the  people  cf 
this  country  were  almoft  unanimous  in  their  defire  for  a  nqgnciation ; 
he  would  now  repeat  tliat  q)in'ion,  and  add,  that  he  believed  that 
the  people  of  this  country  were  almod  unanimous  in  a  wi(h  that  at 
honourable  peace  (hould  be  concluded  between  this  country  and 
France.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  exprefled  bimfelf  as  if 
he  flill  thought  that  the  people  of  this  country  were  eager  to  cirry 
on  the  war,  and  that  too  upon  his  principle.     But  a  right  honour* 
able  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Windham)  lamented  that  the  people  never 
had  been  fufficiently  eager  for  this  war.     Now,  upon  this  iiibjedi 
he  could  only  fay,  that  in  all  popular  meetings  where  petitions  had 
l)ccn  difcuffed,  and  there  were  already  a  confiderable  number,  die 
Vcfolution  for  peace  had  been  carried  in  them  by  a  great  majority, 
'Something  like  counter-petitions  had  been  attempted  ;  but  they  had 
been  all  obtained  on  the  principle  of  afldng  for  peace  in  a  way  more 
likely  to  be  fucccfsful  than  the  others.     If  this  was  not  fo,  let  the 
riirht  honourable  ^cmlcqtin  (hew  him  one  petitioa  that  did  not  <afi* 
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prefsly  aflc  for  peace*  Having  difclaimed  all  ideas  of  difcooragin^ 
the  people  of  this  country,  by  bringing  this  fubjedl  forward  again^ 
and  infifting  oa  the  nec^ity  of  the  Houfe  coining  to  an  explicit  de- 
clararidn,  whether  or  not  this  war  was  to  be  continued  for  the  pur^' 
pofe  of  deilroying  the  Government  of  France,  and  alfo  on  the  ne-^ 
ceffity  of  the  Public  being  properly  informed  on  that  point,  he  oook 
qiuded  with  moving  the  following  refolution  : 

Rcf  jlvcd.  That  this  Houfe  confidcring  that  in  the  fupport  wWcK  it 
has  givea  to  His  Majefty  in  the  prolecutioti  of  the  prefent  war,  it  has  at 
no  time  had  any  other  obj'i^,  but  to  reiWc  to  tbefe  kingdoms  tlve  bleft 
fings  of  an  equitable  peace.^  That  with  a  view  to  accompUfh  rbie  hu« 
mane  and  deiirable  end,  every  formal  difficulty  which  may  fland  in  tb^ 
way  of  a  pacific  negociation  with  the  Powers  with  which  we  are  at  war^ 
ought,  in  the  firll  inftance,  to  be  removed  ;  and  that  without  fome  ae* 
knowlcdecment  of  the  exiilence  of  a  competent  Power  in  France  with 
which  His  Majefly  i\)ay  ncgociatc,  and  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace  OQ 
juft  and  rcafonablc  terms  for  both  parites,  there  can  be  no  termination  ojf 
the  prefent  war,  but  in  the  dcilruflion  of  one  of  them. 

Conftdering  farther,  that  the  exilicncc  of  fuch  a  competent  Power  in 
France  has  been  diredtly  acknowledged  by  feveral  of  the  Powers  of  Eur 
rope,  as  well  as  by  the  United  States  of  America,  with  allofwho^^ 
during  the  prefent  war,  France  hai  maintained  the  accuflomed  relation 
of  peace  and  amity  : 

And  confidering  alfo  the  exiflenceof  fuch  a  competent  Power  in  Franct 
has  been,  in  various  indances,  virtually  admitted  even  by  the  Belli^crei^ 
Powers  ihcmfelvcs,  fome  of  whom  have  entered  into  public  reiblution^ 
to  make  ovenures  fir  peace,  is  of  opinion  that  the  Government  now  cx- 
ifting  in  France  is  competent  to  entertain  and  conclude  a  negociation  for 
peace  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that,  when  this  fujcft  was  laft 
before  the  Houfe,  he  had  expreffcd  his  doubts  on  the  propriety  oC 
making  fuch  declarations  on  the  part  of  this  country  as  were  dieo 
called  for.  He  would  now  fay,  that  he  remained  fo  much  of  the 
iame  opinion,  that  he  was  certain  no  pofTible  goodj  but  joti  thft 
odier  hand,  much  mifchief  muft  arife  from  declarations  of  any  fort, 
and  more  efpccially  of  that  fort  which  the  honourable  gentleman's 
motion  of  this  day  feemed  to  hdd  out.  He  faid  he  conceived  U  tQ 
be  a  principle  of  the  Conftitution  of  England,  that  neither  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  nor  any  other  body,  had  a  right  to  interfere 
with,  or  didlate  to,  the  Executive  power  in  any  matter  or  thin^ 
which  Ac  Conftitution  had  cxpresfly  entrufted  to  that  Executive 
Power,  If  the  Houfe*  of  Commons,  or  if  ihe  peopk  (hould^  at 
any  time,  be  of  opinion  that  the  fcrvants  of  the  Crown,  or  Exc>»» 
cutivc  Power,  had  forfeited  all  title  to  their  confidence,  thctt  ciiKer 
or  both  of  thefe  bodies,  had  a  very  plain  and  (imple  mode  of  ptOr 
cedure  only  to  adopt,  which  was  that  of  addrefTmg  His  Majelly  td 
tia)ovc  tliofe  fervaiKs  from  hi^  councils  ia  order  to  obtain  that  re« 
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^refs  which  they  might  think  the  nature  and  fitualion  of  didr  cafe 
required.     The  honourable  gentleman  Drho  brought  forward  the 
modon,  againft  the  adoption*  of  which  he  was  now  about  to  argue, 
had|  in  his  opinion,  by  fo  doing,  improperly  interfered  with  the 
Executive  Power,  inafmuch  as  this  motion  went  to  bind  the  Exccu- 
Hyc  Power  to  a  precife  period  of  time  in  which  it  was  thought 
neceifary  to  enter  into  a  negociation  for  peace,  a  point  which 
belonged  to  the  Executive  alone.     It  was  true  it  did  not  cxprefsly 
^fcy  that  the  Minifters  of  the  Crown  ihould  inftantly  ncgpciate  a 
peace  ;  but  it  conveyed  a  fentiment  very  nearly  approaching  to  it ; 
for  it  faid  that  the  prefcnt  Government  of  France,  as  it  now  exi(ts, 
was  no  impediment  to  entering  into  a  negociationl     For  his  part, 
the  rig^t  honourable  gentleman  faid,  be  was  of  a  contrary  opinion, 
and  in  that  opinion  he  had  no  doubt  he  (bould  be  fupported  by  a 
very  great  majority  of  that  Houfc.     He  by  no  means  complained 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  for  bringing  forward  this  motion  \  he 
had,  in  dire£t  and  manly  tenns,  avowed  that  he  had  not  the  fmalleft 
confidence  in  the  prefent  fervants  of  His  Majcd}',   and  that  he 
thought  them  incapable  of  carr)'ing  on  the  war  with  due  and  proper 
eSc&.     The  honourable  gentleman  had  an  undoubted  right  to  form 
fiich  an  opinion,  and   an  equal  right  to  avow  it ;  but  it  was  not 
to  this  defcription  of  men  that  'he  meant  now  to  addrefs  M'hat  he 
had  to  fay ;  it  was  to  perfons  of  a  very  different  defcription,  a 
very  great  majority  of  tha^  Houfe,  who  had,  from  the  very  com- 
mencement of  the  war  to  die  prefent  hour,  placed  the  utnv>ft  con- 
fidence in  His  Maje(iy'5  Minifters,  and  who  had,  very  lately  in- 
•deed,  affured  His  Majcfty  that  they  would  ufe  every  exertion  in 
their  power  to  enable  His  Majefty  to  profccute  the  war  with  addi- 
tional energy  and  vigour.     His  right  honourable  iriend*s  amend- 
ment laft  night  certainly  declared  that  it  would  not  be  proper  or 
expedient  to  make  peace  with  France,  until  there  exifted  in  that 
country  fuch  a  Government  as  might  enfurc  fecurity  and  fteadincis 
in  any  treaty  which  we  might  enter  into  with  them.     But  excepting 
that  dcfire  which  it  exprefled  to  have  fecurity  and  reliance  upon  the 
party  to  be  treated  with,  there  was  nothing  in  that  declaration  that 
was  againft  our  treating  with  any  ^particular  form  of  Government ; 
neither  did  it  exprefs  a  wi(h  to  didtatc  any  Government  to  that 
.  country,  of  make  an^  pardcular  objeftion  even  to  the  prefitnt  ruling 
jrarty,  farther  ^an   a  wiih,  under  all  the  circumftances,  that  it 
was  a  Government  in  a  fltuation  which  could  be  depended  ^ipon  to 
maintain  any  treaty  of  peace  and  amity  that  could  be  concluded 
between  this  country  and  that.     Having  faid  thus  mucli,  he  would 
fairly  put  it  to  the  Houfc,  whether  any  farther  declaration,  parti- 


think  ic  right?  their  aniwcr,  he  was  furc,  would  be  "certainly 
not."  He  therefore  trufted,  that  all  thofe  who  had  not  withdrawn^ 
and  faw  no  reafon  to  withdraw,  their  confidence  from  the  Executive 
Government,  muft  be  fatisfied  that  his  right  honourable  friend's 
amendment  went  far  enough,  and  that  all  other  declarations  were 
not  only  unnecelTary,  but  wrong.  He  mud  allow,  that  much  de- 
pended upon  the  objcdt  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  iit 
bringing  forward  repeated  motions  of  this  fort.  If  he  did  not  re-' 
pofe  confidence  in  the  prefent  Minifters,  this  mode  was  certainly 
a  fair  one  if  he  meant  it  as  an  engine  for  difplacing  them  ;  to  him^ 
therefore,  and  thofe  who  took  up  this  as  a  party  queftion,  he  was 
not  addrcfTing  him{elf  now ;  he  would  addrefs  thofe  wha  had 
agreed  in  his  right  honourable  friend's  amendment,  who  really 
wifhed  that  peace  could  be  obtained,  but  never  that  it  fhould  be 
fucd  for,  far  lefs  concluded,  until  it  could  be  done  with  fafety  and 
honour  to  this  country,  as  well  as  the  general  advantage  of  Europe. 
And  be  the  Government  of  France  what  it  may,  he  gave  it  as  his 
decided  opinion,  that  this  country  ought  to  come  to  no  declaration 
wherein  thefe  were  not  the  ultimate  and  only  objects.  The  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  endeavoured  to  fupport  the  motion  which 
he,  this  night,  brought  forward  for  the  confederation  and  determi- 
nation of  the  Houfe,  by  quoting  paiTages  from  the  declaration  of 
Lord  Hood  previous  to  the  giving  up  of  Toulon,  by  his  fubfequent 
declaration  of  the  29th  of  Odober  1 793,  and  by  the  declaration 
of  Lord  Auckland  at  the  Hague  \  but  he  laid,  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  certainly  mifreprefcnted  the  meaning  of  thefe  paf- 
fages,  and  liad  drawn  inferences  from  them  which  the  language  did 
not  warrant  But  why  have  recourfc  to  thofe?  They  certainly 
were  not  the  language  of  Miniftcrs ;  neither  had  thofe  who  pu- 
bli(hed  them  any  infiru<Stions  from  Minifters  fo  to  do.  Not  that 
he  condemned  any  thing  that  was  in  thofe  papers,  becaufe  he  be- 
iUeved  they  wete  juft  what  they  ought  to  have  been ;  but  being 
dieted  from  the  circumltances  and  emergency  at  the  time,  and 
with  that  difcretion  and  abili;y  which  thofe  noble  Lords  poifeiTed, 
it  was  improper  to  afcribe  to  Minifters,  as  their  language,  the 
termjs  on  which  papers  were  cxpreiTed,  which  they  never  could 
have.  Tbc  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  not  only  the  Ian* 
guage  of  thefe  declarations,  but  alfo  from  time  to  time,  delivered 
by  Minifters  (Ince  the  commencement  of  the  war,  held  forth  the 
fcotiment  that  no  peace  could  be  entered  into,  or  was  Intended  ta 
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be  entered  Into  by  the  prefent  Miniftcrs,  unlefs  a  monarchlal  Go- 
vetnment  wvls  rcftorcd  in  France ;  nay,  he  had  even  gone  fo  fat 
ds  to  Ihy,  unlcfe  the  old  defpotic  monarchy  of  France  V'as  reftoied. 
This  he  pdfitively  denied  ;  and  he  defied  the  honourable  gentleman 
to  prove  that  Miniftcrs  had  ever,  cither  in  written  declarations  or 
by  word  of  mouth,  .cvprefled  fuch  to  be  their  fcnfe  and  determina- 
tion.    As  individuals,  perhaps,  they  might  havefpokcn  their  own 
private  opinions  ;  he  bclievdd  he  had,  for  ohc,  faid  that  he  could 
wifli  a  monarchial  form  of  Government  to  be  received  again  in 
France;    and  he  was  fairiy  oftjpinion,  that  no  fettled  or  fecurc 
Government  would  ever  prevail  in  that  unhappy  country  until  a 
inonarchy  was  reftorcd  of  fome  kind  or  other  ;  but  he  never  had 
mentioned  the  reftoration  of  the  old  defpotifm  as  his  wifli,  nor  had 
he  ever  faid,  atid  it  was  unfair  to  infer  it  of  His  Majcfty's  Mi- 
hlfteiis,  that  any  of  them,  becaufe  they  might  wifti  for  a  particular 
form  of  Government,  would  therefore  advife  His  Majefty  not  to 
make  a  peace  till  fuch  a  form  fhould  be  effablifhed.     However, 
Mr,  Dundas  faid,  had  the  declarations  contained  the  language  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  contended  they  did,  but  which  he  de- 
nied, ftill  it  was  not  the  language  of  Miniftcrs.     It  could  only  be 
feid  it  was  the  language  of  Lord  Hood  and  Lord  Auckland.     Lord 
Hood  was  fcnt  out  by  Miniftcrs  widiout  any  particular  inftru(Stions; 
he  afted  according  to  his  own  difcrction,  for  what  he  thought  heft 
for  the  intcrcfts  of  his  countrj^ — a  condu<3  which  had  always  emi- 
nently diftingutftied  the  life  of  that  noble  Lord.     As  to  Lord  Auck- 
land, he  had  expreffcd  himfclf  as  wzs  very  natural  for  a  man  to 
do  in  his  fituation,  with  great  warmth  and  zeal,  he  had  almoft 
faid  with  indignation,  againft  the  atrocities  that  were  then  com- 
mitting in  France.     His  Lordfliip  had  fpoken  indignantly  of  the 
cruel  and  infamous  condud  of  the  regicides,  and  he  believed  that 
at  that  precife  period  of  time,  almoft  every  man  in  Europe  thought 
and  Tpoke  as  indfgnantlyof  thofc  regicides,  as  Lord  Auckland  had 
done.     Still,  this  was  not  the  language  of  Miniftcrs,  but  only  of 
Lord  Auckland  and  Lord  Hood.     But  even  admitting,  for  the  fake 
of  argument,  that  thefe  declarations  had  all  been  fanflioncd,  or  even 
drawn  up  by  Miniftcrs,  he  denied  that  the  meaning  of  the  language 
was  fuch  as  was  contended  for  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  and 
certainly  did  not  hold  forth  the  doftrinc  that  no  peace  could  be  made 
with  France  till  a  moaarchial  Government  was  reftcred.     Of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  and  thofc  who  wi(hcd  to  negociitc  wifli  the 
^efent  Government  of  France,  hcw<5uld  aflc  this  queftJon,  Whe- 
ther, from  tlie  time  of  the  firft  revolution  of  that  country  down  to 
the  prefent,  there  was  any  time  at*  which  they  ccdfd  not  have  ncgci- 
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ciated  ?     Hfe  "was  fure  there  had  been  fuch  times,  and  if  the  lio- 
nourablc  gentleman  would  cxcmfe  his  judgement  as  much  as  his 
cloqaencey  he  would  find  that  this  w^s,  of  all  others,  the  moft 
tinwi(e»  impolitic,  and  impradlicable  tiitle  for  fuch  a  negociation 
as  that  propofcd.     He  recurred  to  his  former  ailment  ngainft  de- 
clarations of  any  fort,  whatever  Government  cxiftcd  in  France, 
and  thought  the  Houfc,  by  their  former  vote,  had  gone  fully  as  far 
as  they  ought  to  do.     T^e  only  thing  which,  in  his  mind,  re- 
mained for  them  to  do,  was  to  decide  on  carrying  on  a  vigorous  war, 
as  the  furcft  means  of  cffefling  a  fecure  and  honourable  peace  ;  any 
attempt  at  ncgociation  he  confidered  as  crippling  the  energy  of  the 
executive  Government,  and  therefore  not  lefs  dangerous  than  im- 
proper.     It  could  do  'no  poflible  good,  and  might  eventually  do 
much  mifchief.     The  rcfponfibility  of  Minifters  was  a  fuflficicnt 
check  upon  their  conduct;  but  that  rciponfibillty  they  would  in 
fomc  meafure  be  relieved  fiDm,  were  the  means  of  carrying  on 
thcfe  plans  to  be  taken  out  of  their  hands,  and  the  condud  they 
muft  follow  prcfcribed  by  others.     A  confideration  of  times  and 
drcumftances  could  not  be  feparated  whenever  negociation  became 
poflible.— i-Hc  confidered  the  late  acquifitions  of  the  enemy  as  un- 
favourable in  die  higheft  degree  to  any  attempt  to  negociate.     He 
here  adverted  to  the  great  ftrength  of  the  French  navy,  which,  he 
allovKd,  was  greater  than  it  ought  to  be',  and  greater  than  it  had 
ever  been  in  tfic  bcft  times  of  die  Monarchy — and  greater  than  he 
hoped  it  very  ibon  would  be.     He  adverted  alfo  to   their  being 
poflfeffed   of  Brabant,  Flanders,  and  Holland,  as   circumftnnccs 
which  ought  to  wtigli  gicaHy  againft  a  propofal  for  peace  coming 
from  this  country  at  the  prefent  moment     He  reminded  the  Houfe 
that  they  had,*  in  their  addrefs,  aflured  His  Majcfty  of  their  zeal 
«nd  fupp6rt  in  carr):ing  on  the  war,  and  therefore  he  muft  think* 
that  motions  brought  on  day  after  day,  enticing  them  to  mnkc  de- 
clarations peffeflly  inconfitlent  with  their  affurinces  to  the  Throne, 
ought  not  to  be  encouraged,  befides,  they  tended ,  to  weaken  and 
haiafs  Government.     If,  infteadof  daily  Agitating  thcfe  quertions, 
gentlemen  were  difpleafcd  with  the  prenfcnt  Mmiilcrs,  why  did  thty 
not  move  a  refolutlon  of  that  Houfc  to  put  the  management  of  tj:c 
public  affairs  into  other  hands ;  if,-  however,  the  Houfc  had  not 
withdrawn  their  confidence  from  the  Executive  Governmcnr,  they 
would  truft  to  that  rcfponfibility  which  was  a  fufiicientinduccmcnt 
to  Minifters  to  tranfact  whatever  bufincfs  they  were  entfufted  with 
in  the  manner  which  they  conceived  to  be  moft  for  the  gcx)d  of  their 
country.     He  averred  tfiat  His  Majeft\''s  Minifters  had    already 
8pnc  as  far  as  they  ought,  by  the  amendment  which  had  been 
Vol.  XL.  '  3I' 
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adopted  on  the  honourable  gentleman's  motion  a  few  ni^ts  ago, 
in  which  they  had  faid,  that  no  form  of  Government  (hould  pre- 
vent a  negociation  /or  peace,  whenever  it  could  be  entered  upon 
with  a  profped  of  fccurity,  of  lamity,  and  good  faith. — A  vigorous 
profecution  of  the  war  now,  with  the  vaft  means  and  refources  that 
this  country  poflcfled,  was  the  beft  means  of  obtainii^  this  fecurity* 
The  prefent  motion^  by  deprcfling  the  fpirits  of  the  people  at  diii 
time,  would  have  a  very  bad  effect,  and  therefore  he  found  himfelf 
under  the  ncceffity  of  moving  the  previous  queftion. 

Sir  EDWARD  KNATCHBULL  laid^  he  rofc  for  the  cxprcli 
purpofe  of  feconding  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Dundas,  as  he  was 
pofitive  the  Miniftcrs  had  never  ufed  the  language  ioriputed  to  them. 
He  regreted  that  he  could  not  compliment  the  honourable  gende- 
man  on  his  prefent  motion,  as  he  had  done  on  die  former  occafion, 
when  he  gave  previous  notke  of  the  words  of  his  motion.  The 
honourable  gentleman  dated  that  the  French  were  willing  to  n^o- 
ciate  \  but  he  really  believed  that  tbey  would  Uften  to  non^ocia^ 
tion.  He  alfo  Aated  that  the  £ngli(h  were  unanimous  in  wiihing 
for  peace ;  they  are  unammous  for  peace,  but  thiofc  a  vigorous 
profecution  of  the  war  the  only  means  of  obtaining  it.  Thqr  do 
not  want  the  precarious  peace  mentioned  by  the  honourable  gentlc- 
man,  but  a  peace  likely  to  be  permanent  and  fecure.  He  con- 
tended, that  if  motions  of  this  fort  were  brought  forward^  the 
confcquence  would  be  to  produce  nothing  but  interruption  and 
difagreement,  when  aiFe£tion  and  unanimity  thron^out  the  nation 
were  fo  much  wanted. 

Lord  HOOD  feeling  himfctf  called  on  m  a  particular  manner 
"by  what  was  {lated  with  refpedl  to  Toulon,  b^ed  die  attendon  of 
the  Houfe  for  a  few  minutes.  His  Lord(hip  fiated,  that  the 
pec^Ie  of  Toulon  and  MarfeiUes,  execrating  their  rulers^  and  wifti- 
ing  for  the  rcftoration  of  Monarchy,  had  applied  to  him  for  pfo- 
tcdlion  which,  upon  thcfe  conditions,  he  agreed  to  afford  thetn^ 
without  any  particular  inftruiStions  or  communicadons  with  Mi- 
nifters  at  home.  From  a  confcious  fenfc  of  doing  what  lie  thou^ 
his  duty  to  his  country,  an<l  an  eflcntiat  fervice  to  the  Toulonnefcp 
'  he  did  take  them  under  his  protection ;  and  as  to  the  proclamatiotip 
it  \i'as  entirelyhis  own.  Upon  that,  as  well  as  every  other  fubjcft, 
he  had  one  general  obfcrvation  to  makct  that  he  would,  on  all 
Qccafions,  act  up  to  the  bell  of  his  judgement  for  the  benefit  of  his 
country,  whenever  called  on  fo  to  do;  nor  would  he  ever  (brink 
from  rcfponfibility  for  whatever  he  might  fo  do,  but  take  his  £ur 
chance  of  gnining  that  approbation  which  it  had  always  been  bis 
tt^dy  to  merit. 


&  r^ 


'  Mr.  WHITBREAD  junior  rofc  to  fupport  the  motion,  and  xq 
oflfcr  fome  obfcrvations  upon  what  had  fallen  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  ;  and  confefled  that  he  rofe  under  fenfations  of  awe  infinitely 
fiipcrior  to  thofc  which  always  imprcffed  him  when  addrcflTing  the 
Houfe;  tccaufc  he  felt  that  the  decifive  ftruggte  was  faft  ap- 
fhnoachingy  in  which  indivkluak  were  to  ufe  their  lad  exertions  as 
fhen^  and  in  that  momentous  contcft,  he  could  not  feel  that  an 
ifnited  nation  was  to  be  engaged.  The  Houfe  had  been  told  from 
great  authority,  that  a  French  fadlion  exifted  in  the  kingdom ;  the 
Lc^flature  had  chafjffcd  the  people  by  the  temporary  fufpenfion  of 
one  of  their  deared  privileges.  If  that  chaftifehient  was  defervxd,  the 
inference  was  fearful  and  obvious ;  if  undeferved,  the  people  were 
calumniated  by  their  Government,  and  between  the  calumniated 
and  the  caltnnniators,  t^o  identity  .of  intereft  or  feeling  could  exifl. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had,  inftead  of  meeting  the  quefr 
tkin,  endeavoured  to  prov^  that  his  honourable  friend  had  not  adoffted 
the  proper  Kne  of  condu6t,  and  had  pointed  out  to  him  the  motion 
which  it  would  have  been  his  doty  to  auke;  a  motion  for  the  re- 
moval of  Mirafters. 

He  confefled  that  he  'was  Tiot  at  all  ftirprifed  at  the  choice  of  the 
Tight  honourable  gentleman.  The  motion  he  propofed,  vras  one 
from  which  he  could  not  apprehend  any  very  fatal  «onfc<jucnces  to 
his  own  power ;  he  had  too  good  an  opinion  of  Ms  own  influence, 
and  that  of  his  colleagues,  In  the  Houfe  of  Comrmons,  to  imagine 
that  an  addrels  to  the  King,  of  that  nature,  would  be  carried ;  and 
eten  if  it  was  carried,  he  could  ftlU  have  Tccourfe  to  a  meafure  * 
lA  which  part  of  tlie  prcfcnt  Adminiftradon  were  not  unpraflifcd, 
td  advife  the  King  not  to  attend  to  tlie  addnefs  of  the  Commons, 
ahd  to  retain  his  Minifters.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
"Would  have  done  better,  in  Ms  opinion,  to  have  met  the  piDpofidbn 
with  a  decided  negative  by  hSs  vote  as  well  as  his  fpcech,  and  to 
have  given  the  people  of  this  country,  as  well  as  of  France,  a  clear 
uhderftanding  of  what  theobjeft  was  for  which  they  were  fighting. 
This,  it  was  contended,  had  been  done  on  a  former  night  by  the 
amendment  moved  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  which  was 
flSited  to  be  explicit  upon  the  fubjeft. 

*  Whether  this  was  the  faft  or  not,  he  (hould  leave  to  be  fe:t'cd 
by  the  mover  and  fcconder  of  that  amendment ;  the  former  of  \*  hum 
had  declared  it  to  be  fo  totally  oppofcd  to  the  original  motion  of 
that  night,  tliat  he  Ihould  have  no  fcruplc  to  give  that  nu)tion  his 
^itcA  negative ;  and  the  latter  had  declared  it  in  his  opinion  fo  clearly 
to  comprehend  every  thing  propofed  by  the  original  motion,  tliat  h  j 
^Jwuld  have  voted  for  it,  had  no^  that  amendment  been  propoil  4 
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How  6r  th<j  nation  might  ta^  that  arocadmcnt  fentrgenutncand 
plain  cxpofuion  of  the  fcntimcnts  erf  the  Houfc  of  Coromottt,  he 
v:o:M  not  pretend  ^o  determine  ;  bat  he  could  not  believe  tliat  the 
Qliancellor  of  the  Exchequer  liad  meant  that  it  fhould  be  updeifiood ; 
for  \i'hci)  aikcd  for  an  explanation  of  thefe  ambiguous  word^  he  had 
c^cclincd  giving  any  commentary  upon  them,  and  left  the  word^  to 
fpeak  for  themfclvcs.     Under  thefe  circumftances,  another  motion 
had  been  brought  forward  by  his  honourable  friend ;  not  as  had  been 
falfcly  ftated,  in  order  to  throw  this  country  at  the  feet  of  France ; 
not  even  purporting  that  an  i  nmcdiate  ncgocia  ^  n  for  peace  ought 
to  he  attempted,,  but  for  the  purpofc  of  removing  the  kifunnount* 
able  obftacle  to  negociation,  which  at  prefcnt  exiikd.     The  right 
honourable  Secretary  had  cxpreiTed  his  difapprobation  of  motions  of 
this  nature  in  all  wdxs  \    he  mi|il,  ho^ycver,  be  well  aware,  that 
this  war  was  of  a  lingular  charaiSler.    In  ordinasy  wars,  a  direct  re- 
cognition pf  the  Government  againft  whom  we  were  contending, 
W2s  certainly  fupcrfluous,  but  in  this  inftance,  whcce  the  compe- 
tency of  the  exifting  Government  in  France,  to  maintain  the  rcla- 
tions  of  amity  had  been  exprefsly  and  repeatedly  denied,    fcroc 
formal  refoUiCion  of  die  nature  of  the  one  propofod,  was  an  indif- 
ppnfablc  preliminary  to  peace.     His  honourable  friend  had,  as  it 
appeared  to  him,  n^oA  fuccefsfuUy  argued^  that  the  original  objeiflof 
the  war  was  the  reftoration  of  royalty  in  France.  M:niilcj^  now  af- 
fc^dled  to  difclaim  that  do£lrine  ;  but  in  difclaiming  it,  the  right  ho- 
npurable  Secretary  had  xlelivcrcd  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  monar- 
chical form  of  Government  was  die  only  one  in  France  w^hich  oould 
a^ord  to. us  a  rcafonable  ground  of  fecurity  in  peace.     It  was  true 
that,  alarmed  at  the  ftrength  of  his  own  expreOlon,  he  had  after- 
wards confidcrably  foftcnqd  it,  and  told  the  Houfc  that  it  was  the 
bcft  calculated  for  that  purpofe.     But  from  every  one  of  the  {Hiblie 
dvClarations  of  tliis  country^  it  was  manifcfi  that  the  reftoratioD  of 
royalty  vas  tlic  object  of  the  war,;  and  more  particularly  from  the 
public   declarations  made  at  Toulon.     It  had  bc^  aiierted  that 
Lord  Hood  had  no  inftruclions  from  Government  on  this  head, 
and  the  noble  Lord  had  himfelf,  on  that  evening,  confirmed  the 
ailcrtion.   But  he  would  afk  whether  if  Lord  Hood  had  received  no 
politivc    inftructions    at  Icaft,  he  bad  not  had   foroe    convcife- 
tion  with  Miiiilcrs  previous  to  his  departure,  by  which  he  had  re- 
gulated his  conduct.     [Lord  Hood  faid  aciofe  tnc  Houfe,  No,  No.] 
Mr.  Wiiitbread  faid,  he  certainly  fliould  not  difpute  the  faft  i»idi 
the  noble  Lord,  but  that  he  could  not  help  remarking  upon  it,  a$ 
a  .moft  extraordinary  circuml^ncc,  that   a .  commander  (hould  be 
fcnt  upon  a  fervice  fo  important  as  that  committed  to  the  caic  of 
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th«  noble  Lord;  and  not  receive  fcom  MImAer&  ^.ihialLefi  inti- 
niation  of  the  nature  of  their  intentions.  But  at  IcaA  thecommiin* 
oners  had  confirmed  the  ads  of  Lord  Hood  at  Toulon  as  &r  as  they 
related  to  the  fupport  of  royalty  in  that  city.  Now,  had  we  been 
able  to  retain  polTcfnon  of  Toulon,  would  this  coilntiy  not  have 
been  pledged  to  carry  pn  the  war  to  the  reftoiation  of  Monarchy  in 
France  t  Again  he  was  told  no.  Should  we  then  have  confentcd  to 
a  Republic  at  Paris,  and  fought  for  the  maintaining  of  a  npnar- 
chical  form  of  Government  at  Toulon  ?  Was  it  meant  to  pais 
fuch  abfurditics  upon  the  Houfe  and  upon  tlie  people  i 

If,  however,  the  reftoration  of  a  monarchical  form  >of  Govern- 
ment  in  France  was  not  indifpenfable  to  a  neguciation  ^  pcace^ 
the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend  was  not  to  be  adopted^  becaufe 
we  liad  ftill  a  reafonable  profpe<£l  of  fucccfs  in  tlie  war,  and  of 
forcing,  the  French  to  cftabli(h  fuch  a  form  of  Government  ^JbouJd 
be  able  to  maintain  the  proper  relations  of  peace  and  amity  ;  and 
this  hope  was  fouzided  not  fo  much  upon  our  Arengtfa  as  thetr 
wcakncfs;  and, then  the  I^oufe  was  referred  to  nice  cakiHatioiiiS' 
upon  die  fubjcd.  He  would  not  attempt  to  refuse  by  figures, 
theories  that  were  overthrown  by  hSts.  The  people  of  England 
had  been  told,  in'  the  infulting  paragraph  which  ]|ad  been  intro- 
duced into  the  King's  fpcech,  that  tlicy  could  not  fail  to  obfcrv^  tlac 
r^id.  decline  of  the  French  refoufocs ;  ugon.wliat  M^^as  this  obfcrva^ 
tion  to  be  founded  ?  Upontthe  Or^ngth  and  poTuion  of  the  French 
armies  ?  on  the  exertions  of  their  marine  r  on  ti\e  Aupcndous 
works  carrying  on  in  tine  intciio^  of  their  country  }  upon  the  ac- 
quifition-  of  trrrltory  they  had  made : — Tlie  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  indeed  gravely  told  tiic  Houfe  that,  lincc  the  cohi « 
naencemerit  of  thei  prefent  fcfllon,  the  rcfourccs  of  France  had  been 
very  materially  impaired  by  the  acquifition  of  Holland.  But  could 
fuch  a  folemn  mockery  of  common  fcnfc  impofcupon  any  under- 
ftanding,  however  narrow  and  contemptible?  The  fadts  fpoke 
for  themfelves^  and  derided  all  calculation.-  It  was  but  too  certain 
that  the  refources  of  France  had  been  confiderably  augmented  by 
their  acquifition  of  territor\^ ;  by  their  having  fubdued  one  of  the . 
allied  powers  ;  and  jibove  all,  by  the  melioration  of  their  fyftem  of 
Government,  which  had  furni(hcd  them  with  the  incalculable  re- 
iburce  of  the  increafcd  love  and  affedion  of  the  people,  exemplified 
in  the  return  of  fo  many  ufeful  and  induftrious  pcrfons  to  the  cities 
of  Lyons  and  Toulon.  He  was -not  furprifed  that  the  Minifters  of 
this  country  (hould  overlo<:>k  or  liold  in  no  eAimation  a  refource 
of  this  nature :  they  had  never  tried  the  effcds  of  afFcdtion  and  con- 
ciliation with  the  people  whom  they  unfortunately  governed,  and 
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h?id  no  notion  of  the  exertions  that  Would  be  made  bjr  an  affedioh* 
ate  people  in  gratitude  for  the  mild  proteAion  afforded  to  them  by  a 
lenient  Government.  In  proportion  as  the  refources  of  tfie  FrciKrh 
had  increafed,  our  own  had  failed.  The  profpeA  of  (larvation 
had  bcai  defeated  by  fhe  aiflertion  of  the  rights  of  neutral  nations  ; 
all  hopes  of  co-operation  in  la  Vendee  had  been  cut  off  by  the  juft 
and  merciful  decree  of  amnefty,  and  by  the  iidiuman  direlicHon  of 
thofe  ehrtigrants  who  had  joined  oar  Aandard  in  the  Capitulations 
that  have  been  made  \>y  die  allies.  But  he  begged  the  Houfe  to 
advert  to  the  authorities  of  perlbns  in  fituations  -full  as  capable  of 
judging  of  the  refources  of  France,  ias  the  Minifters  of  diis  country, 
and  they  would  find  that  the  Xing  of  Prdlia  chara£lerized  the 
French  as  **  a  never-<fiminifhing  number  of  men,  provided  \ndi 
every  refource  for  war."  That  the  Prince  of  Cobourg,  in  his 
public  mantfeftoy  talked  of  /*  the  inexhauflifak  means  of  a  deli- 
rious nation."  And  then  he  defired  the  Houfe  Co  recoUcft  that  the 
refources  of  Auftria  and  ^Praflia  had  aftually  failed  in  the  conteft 
With  thofe  of  France ;  and  that  Great  Britain,  nt  this  nrioment, 
was  cfcliged  to  bear  the  whole  wdght  of  the  contcft,  from  the  utter 
inability  of  tiiofe  two  powers  to  proceed  without  feme  rdicf  aiS>rdcd 
to  the  ruined  ftate  of  their  finances. ' 

The  motion  of  his  honourable  friend  had  rifo  been  objedcd 
to  on  another  ground :  it  was  faid  that  there  was  fo  eonfhint  a 
change  in  the  leading  people  of  France,  tiiat  a  treaty  concluded  with 
one  fet  of  men  to-day,  might  be  broken  by  their  fucoefibi^  to-mor- 
row. He  would  afk,  however,  of  the  King's  Minifters,  whether 
they  had  found  the  military  operations  of  the  French  crippled  by* 
diefe  fucccfTive  changes  of  Men  f  He  would  afk  whether  their  di- 
plomatic arrangements  felt  any  bad  cffeds  from  it  ?  The  anfwcr 
would  certainly  be  in  the  negative;  To  the  Convention,  to  whoki 
the  power  of  the  French  people  was  delegated,  all  citxiendals  were 
addidfed.  The  Convention  was  a  ftable  and  permanent  body ; 
they  appointed  the  Minifters  of  the  day.  To  the  Convention  Mr. 
WafJiington  had  addreffed  the  credentials  of  the  American  Envoy 
Mr.  Monroe.  A  fmgular  refutation  of  the  arguments  of  thofe  li^ho 
talked  of  the  rapid  changes  in  the  French  Executive  Government 
as  a  bar  to  negociation,  \^  aflbrded  by  the  hiftory  of  this  cmbafly. 
Mr.  Monroe  quitted  America  at  the  time  diat  Roberfpierre  was  in 
the  full  poflcffian  of  his  power.  He  arrived  at  Paris  after  the  fall 
and  execution  of  that  Monfler ;  but  the  removal  of  one  Committee  * 
and  the  appointmf^nt  of  another  did  not,  in  any  manner,  afftft  die 
bufmcfs  on  which  he  was  fenr,  for  his  credentials  wcreaddrcfled  to 
tiic  Convehtiou.     Here  he  begged  to  read  to  the  Houfe  the  Utter 
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part  of  Mr.  Waftiington's  letter  ;  and  that  thofe  w!      i 
tomed  to  revile  the  French  nation  in  the  opprobrious 
and  fo,  improperly  ufed  in  that  Houfe,  wodd  attend      I 
iions  which  Mr.  Waflvington  had  thought  (it  to  uf« 
France  groaned  under  the  bloody  tyranny  of  Roberfpi 

"  From  my  knowledge  of  his  (Mr.  Monroe's)  fid<     i 
^  and  gcxxi  conduct,  I  have  full  confidence  that  1     i 
''  himfelf  agreeable  to  you,  and  that  he  will  fulfil 
^  maintaining  and  promotfngy  on  all  oecaGons,  the     i 
'*  oonneiSiions  of  the  two  nations.     I  therefore  rcque 
**  entire  credit  to  whatever  he  (hall  fay  in  the  name  < 
*'  States,  efpecially  when  he  (hall  affure  you  that  you 

an  obje6l  of  our  afFediony  and  I  pray  God  to  have    I 

Republic  in  his  holy  keeping." 

The  fneer  which  he  perceived  thcfc  expreflions  to    i 
on  the  other  ()de  of  the  Houfe,  in  no  degree  affedted  1    ! 
were  not  his  own,  but  thofe  of  a  man  whom,  to  co    | 
pigmy  ftatefmen  at  the  head  of.  afFairs  in  Great  Brit 
compare  the  fun,  in  its  meridbm  brightnefs,  to  that  w: 
pour  of  the  night,  which  is  fure  to  lead  the  in&tuated    i 
Vt\j&  themfelves  to  its  guidance,  from  error  to  error,  an   : 
to  misfortune,  till,  at  laft,  they  are  plunged  into  fome 
abyfs.    Mr.  Wafhington  faw  and  lamented  the  crimes  ^ 
the  honour  of  France ;  but  attributing  thofe  crimes  t 
iburce,.  the  mfernal  defpotifm  which,  (or  fourteen  cei 
oppreflcd  that  country,  he  rejoiced,  as  every  friend  to   i 
fincerely  do,  that  tliat  defpotifm  had  been  overthrown. 
denied  that  the  prcfent  crimes  of  France  were  to  be  attri'  i 
old  defpotifm  ;  dates  would  juftify  his  afTertion  that  they  \  i 
ton,  Marat,  and  Roberfpierre,  were  all  educated  under   I 
vemment ;  had  either  b^n  corrupted  by  its  corruption,  < 
ftung  to  madnefs  by  the  injuries  they  had  fuftaincd  und< 
avowed  his  opinion  to-  be  that  all  die  crimes  that  had  1 
trated  in  France,  were  the  genuine  offspring  of  the  6.\ 
lyftem ;  that  the  courage,  the  energy,  the  pcrfcverancc  d  i 
Frenchmen  in  the  pvcfctK  oonteft,  were  theefFetftsof  Repii 

It  had  been  alfo  objected  to  the  prefcnt  motion,  thai 
pave  th^  way  to  a  negociation  with  a  Government,  will 
would  be  highly  im{>roper  to  negociate,  on  accojiint  of 
with  whiqh  that  Government  was  (lained.  He  remark 
bad  been  faid  by  the  meek  (bun^^er  of  that  religion,  i 
qS  whole  dofirines  we  profe(red  to  fight,  but  whofe  pi 
everf  day  vi<dating  in  the  grofTcf^  manner>  '<  Le 
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.  IS  without  fin,  throw  the  firft  ftonc.*'     Proceeding  upon  Als  injunc- 
tion, hfi  would  afk,  whether  every  fword  would  not  be  flicathed, 
and  France  and  all  Europe  be  at  peace  ?  With  which  of  the  Powers 
combined  againft  her,  could  France  enter  into  a  competition  of 
crimes  ?   If  the  blood  of  a  murdered  Sovereign  reftcd.  on  the  head 
of  the  prefcnt  Government  of  France,  let  the  Houfe  rccolledi  by 
what  means  the  Emprcfs  of  RulTiacameto  the  throne  of  that  coun- 
try.    If  the  maflacrcs  that  had  taken  place  in  France  were  men- 
tioned, let  the  maflacrcs  of  Ifmacl  and  of  Praga  bo  alfo  held  up 
to  the  execration  of  mankind.     What  deliberate  aft  of  cruelty, 
perpetrated  by  the  French,  could  be  compared  to  the  inhumanity 
pra^ifcd  upon  the  Marquis  De  la  Fayette  ?  Above  all,  oould  the 
.whole  aggregate  of  the  crimes  cofnmitted  in  France  bear  a  compa- 
rifon  to  that  confummation  of  all  wickednefs,  the  attack  upon  Poland 
by  the  three  barbarian  defpots  of  the  North  !  for  the  Houfe,  Mr. 
Whitbrcad  faid,  nrtuft  be  aware  that  the  Emperor  had  his  full  (hare 
of  this  guilt.     A  large  Imperial  army  was  maintained  in  Poland  to 
fccure  the  portion  of  that  unhappy  country  which  might  be  allotted 
to  Auftria.     But  left  fomc  doubt  might  arifc  of  the  concern  which 
the  Emperor  had  in  this  bufinefs,  the  congratulations  of  the  Court 
of  Vienna  to  the  Emprcfs  of  Rufiia,  on  the  fucceflfe  of  Genend 
Suvarow,  had  been  publiflied.     He  could  fcarcely   imagine  how 
men  in  any  fituation  could  be  fo  entirely  loft  to  all  fenfe  of  Ihame, 
as  to  venture  to  exprefs  their  public  approbation  of  fuch  nefarious 
deeds.     To  the  exultation  of  fuch  a  trio  in  fuch  afts,   he  could 
find  one  only  parallel ; .  in   the  exultations  of  Sin,  .Death,  and  the 
Arch-fiend,  upon  the  deftru<Stion  of  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  and 
the  fall  of  our  firft  parents  ;  when  Satan,  >  difmifling  his  children  t9 
the  completion  of  the  work  he  had  begun,  fays, 

"  If  your  joint  power  prevail^  th' affairs  of  hell 
"  No  detriment  need  fear.'' 

In  the  fucccflcs  of  his  allies  in  Poland,,  the  Empcrdr  finds  confo- 
hition  for  all  the  difafters  and  difgraccs  he  l)as  fuftained  in  his  cam- 
paigns againft  the  French^  .      . 

It  was,  he  feared,  too  generally  imagined,  that  this  country  had 
but  a  remote  intercft  in  the  welfare  of  Poland,  and  tiiat  however 
we  mighty  lament  her  fate,  we  were  not  immediately  influenced  by 
her  ntisfortunes.  The  contrar)*^,  however,  he  aflferted*  to  be  d« 
facS.  This  country  had  always  drawn  large  fupplics  of  com  from 
Poland;  the  armies  of  the  North  had  laid  wafte  her  plains,^  .-and 
thofc  fupplics  wereftoppcd  ;  and  every  famiihed  beggar,  cVcrrftev-* 
in^  maoufacbiicr,  every  indufhrious  pci^t;  lAofc  hftrdefb  tarniiy 


the  Chancellor  of  fhc  Lxchcquer,  for  unng  coarfc  expreiuons  towards 
M'hat  had  been  termed  the  great  and  reJpeSiabk  powers  of  Europe  ; 
and  it  had  been  inlinuatcd  that  he  meant  to  confound  all  Monarchs 
in  the  appellation  of  Defpotf.     He  repelled  the  infinuation  ;  but  at 
the  fame  time  lamented  that  fo  few  exceptions  cxiftcd  amongft  the 
Monarchical  powers  to  this  general  charafter.     One  fplendid  excep- 
tion he  was  proud  to  mention  in  the  King  of  Great  Britain  :  that 
Monarch,  or  his  family,  was  eleftcd  to  the  throne  he  pbffefled  ; 
he  osvcd  his  crown  to  the  will  of  his  people  ;  he  was  acknowledged 
by,  and  fubordinate  to,  the  law,  and   confequcntly  not  a  defpotic 
Monarch.     Thofc  Monarchies  he  called  defpotic,  where  the  life,  ' 
liberty,  and  property  of  the  fubjcdt  were  at  the  arbitrary  difpofal  of 
one  man.     Of  that  nature  were  the  Governments  of  Pcter(burg, 
Berlin,  and  Vienna  ;  of  that  nature  were  all  the  petty  Governments 
of  Germany,  where  ^be  luxuries  of  the   Prince  were  not  fupplied 
indireflly  by  the  labour  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  people,  but  by 
the  diredt  fale  of  their  carcafes.      Such  forms  of  Government  he 
wifhcd  to  fee  deftroyed  ;  the  mixed  conllitution  of  England  he  would 
do  his  utmoft  to  maintain  ;  for,  faid  he,  I  hate  the  defpot,  but  I 
love  the  King.     He  was  not,  however,  furprifed  at  the  offence  taken 
by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  at  the  expreflion  he  had  ufed  ; 
the  meafures  of  his  Adminiftration  had  fo  uniformly  tended  to  the 
abridgement  of  the  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  countrj',  that  it 
was  natural  he  (houlJ  feel  fomewhat  hurt  at  hearing  Governments 
of  the  defcription  alluded  to,  mentioned  in  the  terms  they  dcferved. 
The  crimes  of  one  Soverciiin  or  one  Government  neither  cxcufcd 
nor  palliated  the  crimes  of  another  ;  but  it  was  certainly  worth 
while  to  remove  this  ground  of  objcjflion  to  the  idea  of  ncgociation 
with  France,  by  (hewing  that  it  exifted  equally  as  a  ground  of  ob- 
jection to  connections  with  any  of  the  Powers  with  whom  we  were 
combined  againft  France. 

Another  objeftion  had  been  taken  to  the  motion,  becaufe  good 
faich  was  not  to  be  expeftcd  from  the  prefcnt  fyftem  of  government 
in  France  :  and  then  the  Houfe  were  told  that  the  French  had  al- 
ways  been  perfidious.  If  fo,  it  might  afford  a  good  reafon  for  not 
forming  any  connev9ion  with  that  country,  under  a  monarchical 
fyftem  \  but  certainly  did  not  operate  againft  a  negociation  with 
France,  under  the  prcfent  circumftances.  He  believed  i^  would  be 
found  that  we  might  with  more  reafon  expeft  an  adherence  to  en- 
gagements on  the  part  of  France,  than  of  moft  of  Xhe  Powers  with 
'   Vol.  XL.  3K 
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which  we  were  at  prefent  in  alliance ;  their  treachery  we  had  in  the 
prefent  conteft  fufficicntly  experienced.     Had  France  followed  the 
djtcftable  example  fet  by  Spain  in  the  affair  of  Colliourc  ?   where 
the  mod  folemn  engagements  of  a  capitulation  were  violated,  becaufe 
it  did  not  appear  to  the  Govetnmcnt  of  Madrid  neceffary  to  keep 
faith  with  fuch  a  nation  as  France.     What  was  the  confequence  of 
this  violation  of  treaty  ?    A  decree  on  the  part  of  the  Convention, 
that  no  Spani(h  prifoners  ihould  be  made,  till  the  capitulation  of 
Collioure  was  executed.     He  was  confident  the  Houfe  would  trace 
this  aft  to  its  proper  fource— Spanilh  perfidy,  and  not  Republican 
barbarity.      It  would  hardly  be  within  the  power  of  any  nation  to 
equal  the  double  jx^rjuries  of  the  King  of  Pniffia,  who  had  ncglcft- 
cd  to  fulfil  the  folemn  treaty  he  had  entered  into  with  Great  Britain, 
and  had  employed  the  money  received  for  the  ferviccs  ftipulated  in 
that  treaty,  for  the  deftruclion  of  that  conftitution  in  Poland,  which 
he   had    folemnly  pledged  his  Royal  word  to  maintain.     Unhap- 
pily, but  little  reliance  was  to  be  placed  in  all  treaties  ;  but  he  had 
heard  no  good  argument  adduced  to  (hew  why  a  treaty  with  France 
was  likely  to  be  Icfs  fecure  than  with  any  odier  country.     The  in- 
troduftion  of  democratical  principles  was  looked  upon  as  another 
obvious  confequence  of  a  recognition  of  the  prefent  Government  of 
France.     His  opinion  was,  that  if  the  people  of  this  country  were 
fuffered  to  enjoy  the  privileges  fccured  to  them  by  the  Briti(h  confti- 
tution ;  if  they  were  not  driven  to  defpair  by  the  immoderate  prcf- 
furc  of  taxes,  that  no  fears  were  to  be  entertained  of  their  with  for 
innovation  \  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  war  was  continued  till 
die  diRrcfs  of  the  people  rendered  them  carclefs  of  confcquences ; 
and  that  no  change  could  take  place,  by  which  their  fituation  could 
be  rendered  more  wretched,  not  all  the  ftrcngth  w>uch  could  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Government,  not  the  nx»ft  violent 
and  coercive  meafures  could  prevent  their  attempts  to  meliorate  that 
condition  which  was  become   infupportable  \  and  the  horrors  that 
would  enfue,  would  flow  from  the  pradlical  evils  brou^t  on  by  the 
Gontinuatlonof  the  war,  and  not  a  fpecubtive  love  qf  innovation. 
If  he  were  to  fele<5t  the  moll  violent  propagators  of  democracy  of  the 
prefent  day,  he  would  name  the  Crowned  Heads  of  Europe ;  and 
upon  a  view  of  their  condudt,  he  was  aftoniflied  at  the  lk>wne(s, 
father  than  at  the  rapidity,  of  its  progrcfs* 

The  right  honourable  Secretary  had  faid,  that  this  motion  tend- 
ed to  the  humiliation  of  Great  Britain :  he  denied  the  aiiertiun,  and 
contended  that  his  honourable  friend  had  brought  it  forward  with 
a  view  to  fave,  and  not  to  degrade,  the  country ;  cither  by  pro- 
curing a  fafe  and  reafonable  peace,  or  by  uniting  the  whole  natioo 


and  had  done  nathing  mcmlclvcs  to  degrade  it  r  Ur  were  they  the 
men  who  had,  on  every  ocaifioiji  preferred  their  own  private  ioK- 
Tcft<i  to  the  honour  of  tlieir  country  ?  who  had  attempted  to  bully 
every  Court  in  Europe,  and  who  had  ended  by  the  mcaneft  conccf- 
fions  to  every  one  ?  who  had  nearly  inrolvcd  this  country  in  a  war, 
fur  an  objefl  of  no  importance,  and  had  then  laid  her  honour 
proflrate  at  the  foot  of  the  Throne  of  RufTia  ?  Were  they  the  men, 
the  piicc  of  whofe  infolence  to  the  neutral  nations  in  the  prcfcnt 
conicfti  part  of  the  treafure  of  this  country  was  now  appropriated  to 
pay  i  [He  alluded  to  the  reftitutinn  of  (hips,  &c.  to  the  Americans, 
Denmark,  and  Sweden.]  Could  the  Houfc  patiently  fubmit  to 
hear  an  endeavour  to  remove  an  infurmountable  obftacle  to  peace, 
Aatcd  by  thcfc  pcrfons  as  a  mcafure  tending  to  humiliate  and  dif- 
gracc  the  countty  t  But  he  begged  the  Houfc  to  underftand,  that  it 
W.1S  not  bccaufe  Great  Britain  wasexhaufted,  beaten,  and  difgraced, 
that  Miniftcrs  were  avcrfc  to  any  thing  like  a  ncgociation  for  peace ; 
ihcv  had  all  declared  that  a  neccflity  might  cxift,  which  would  juf- 
tify  a  ncgociation  even  with  the  prefcnt  Government  of  France  ;  in 
other  words,  they  were  determined  to  pcrfcverc  in  their  abominable 
fyftcm,  whilft  3  recruit  could  be  found  for  the  army, or  a  guinea  could 
be  extorted  from  the  pockets  of  the  people  ;  and  when  at  laft  they  were 
driven  to  the  ncccflity  of  accepting  terms,  the  total  and  abfolutc  ruin 
t)f  Great  Britain  was  to  be  tile  pr'iud  ^uftificatinn  of  their  conduft. 
He  trufled,  however,  that  the  Houfe  would  adopt  the  wifercourfe, 
and  admit  the  poflibility  of  nt^ociating,  whilft,  in  cafe  of  the  failure 
of  negociation,  there  did  remain  ccfources  in  the  country  to  cany 
on  a  war.  Let  the  Houfc  and  the  People  rccollc£l,  that  many  of 
tju-  mentbers  of  die  prcfent  Cabinet,  the  right  honourable  Secretary 
particul^irly,  would  have  (hrunk  with  equal  abhorrence  from  the 
recognition  of  the  competency  of  the  American  Government,  at 
one  period  of  that  war,  as  he  Tiow  did  from  the  adoption  of  the 
motion  of  his  honourable  friend.  Let  them  rccollcfl  the  lar^uagc 
ufcd  at  the  beginning  of  the  American  war  hy  one  of 'the  prefent 
Cabinet  Minirters,  towards  that  great  and  illuftrioUs  charaftcr  who 
afterwards  appeared  as  one  of  the  negociators  of  the  peace  at  Paris 
and  that  at  laftGreat  Britain  was  obliged  to  make  tliofc  acknowledp^ 
mcnts  which  the  Adminiftration  had  deemed  incompatible  with  ' 
hunour,  or  even  with  her  cxiftencc.  The  fame  thir^  would  ? 
happen,  and  we  fhould  be  forced  to  negodaie  with  the  exiftin 
vcrmnent  of  Fmncc,  whatever  it  might  be.     He  begged  thr 
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alfoto  recoiled  that,  however  they  might  endeavour  to  couple  them, 
the  honour  of  the  country  was  not  idcndfied  with  the  intercft  of 

'  the  Minifters. 

He  concluded,  by  faying,  that  in  aHoufeofConrMnons,  confitV 
ing  of  the  real  Reprefentatives  of  tlie  People,  he  ihould  have  but 
little  doubt  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  queftion.      In  a  Houfe  of  Corn* 

.  inons  where  money,  and  not  the  people,  were  reprcfcnted,  and 
over  which  a  corrupt  and  unconf^itutional  influence  had  the  domi- 
nion, he  (hould  dcfpair  of  its  fuccefs. 

Mr.  VANSITTART  was  of  opinion,  that  a  quedion  which 
had  been  fo  recently  difcuffcd  and  decided,  ought  not  to  have  been 
again  brought  before  the  Houfe.  He  declared,  that .  not  having 
heard  any  frcfh  reafons  for  the  motion  of  to-night,  he  (hoiUd  give 
it  his  negative. 

Mr.  EAST  remarked,  that  when  he  firft  received  notice  of  Mr. 
Grey's  firft  motion  on  the  fubjeft  of  peace,  he  had  great  difikulfy 
in^determining  what  vote  to  give  upon  it,  in  the  form  it  was  then 
brought  forward  ;  for,  9S  on  the  one  hand  he  was  confcious  ^t 
mifreprefentations  had  gone  forth  in  the  country,  that  the  Miniftcrs, 
and  even  the  Houfe  of  Comnwns  itfcif,  had  profciTcd  an  intention 
of  carrying  on  the  war,  for  the  purpofe  of  effecting  a  change  in  the 
Government  of  France — a  purpofe  which  he  himfelf  cxprcfsly  dif- 
avowed,  which  he  was  furc  that  the  Houfe  had  never  adopted,  and 
which  he  was  not  confcious,  from  any  public  documents,  that  Mi- 
nifters  themfelves  had  declared  ;  but  which  mifreprefentations  he 
was  apprehend ve  would  be  confirpicd  by  negativing  Mr.  Grcy*s  n^o- 
tion  :  fo,  on  the  other  hand,  he  diflikcd  the  idea  of  voting  for  the 
motion,  becaufc  it  might  fccm  to  imply,  and  the  ambiguity  of  the 
motion  itfelf  might*  ftirniih,  a  pretence  for  faying,  that  the  Houfe 
thereby  pledged  itfelf  to  rccomynend  to  His  Majefty  an  immediate 
liegociation  for  peace  ;  a  meafure  which,  under  the  prcfent  circum- 
ftances,  he  was  fure  would  anfwcr  no  good  end,  and  was  mere 
likely  to  procralHnate  than  expedite  the  objciSl  which  all  men  mutt 
unite  in  dcfiring — a  fafc  and  honourable  peace.  Under  this  im- 
prcffion,  he  meant  himfelf  to  have  fubmittcd  an  amendment  to  the 
Houfe,  dcdaratory  cf  tlicir  cxprcfs  difavowal  of  the  object  inn- 
puted  to  them,  vf  continuing  the  war,  to  e(Fec\  a  change  in  the  Gc- 
vcrnment  of  France ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  as  not  wifhing  to  in- 
terfere with  the  Exceutivc  Pon\  er,  as  to  the  proper  feafon  for  nego- 
ciating  a  peace,  when  fair  and  ]ionoura(>le  terms  were  likely  to  be 
obtained.  He  remarked,  that  when  Mr.  Grey  made  his  firft  mo- 
tion, he  had  declared,  that,  in  deference  to  the  opinion  of  his 
friendS;^  he  had  not  brought  it  forward  in  fuch  ftrong  terms  as  lie 


identical  motion  which  Mr.  Orey  had  hm  intended  lo  have  brought 
forward,  but  which  he  Jiad  then  delayed  in  deference  ^o  the  opinicais 
of  others ;  and  therefore,  that  in  deciding  to  give  his  vote  upon  it 
in  the  negative,  he  was  only  declaring  that  he  did  not  think  this  a 
proper  moment  for  entering  upon  fuch  a  negcciation,  with  any 
priifpc£l  of  fucccfs.  He  was  prepared  to  fay  explicitly,  that  the 
form  of  Govcrnnnent  in  France  (hould  never  be  any  bar,  in  his 
mind,  to  a  ncgr>ciation,  pn^vtded,  in  other  refpefts,  any  peace  were 
Hkeiy  to  be  obtained,  on  which  the  people  of  this  country  could  reft 
with  fccurity  and  honour  ;  but  he  thought  that  the  Houfe  had  al- 
ready fuiiiciently  declared  [hat  fcntimcnt,  by  their  vote  of  the  other 
night ;  and  it  was  nugatory','  and  might  be  mifchicvous,  to  recur 
again  and  again  to  abOraCt  propolitions  of  this  nature,  from  which 
no  pra^ical  good  was  likely  to  arife  :  and  he  would  bokily  aik  ^nj 
man,  who  was  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  a  Minifter  of  this  coun- 
try, whether,  putting  out  of  the  q'jeftion  any  confidcration  of  the 
nature  of  the  Government  in  France,  he  would  propofe  to  his  coun- 
try that  moment  as  the  moft  proper  for  negt)ciaiion,  when  France 
was  in  hollile  poffelTion  of  the  Low  Countries  and  of  Holland,  that 
is  to  fay,'  of  the  grcaidl  part  of  maritime  Europe  which  bounded 
your  own  (horcs.  That  the  cbjeiiion  would,  in  his  mind,  have 
been  prccifcly  the  fame,  if  Louis  the  Seventeenth  had  been  on  the 
throne  of  FrancCi  and  at  the  head  of  his  armies.  It  was  indififr) 
'  rent  to  liiin  what  name  dcfpotic  power  was  pleafed  to  alfumc  ;  the 
people  of  this  country  felt  that  they  were  warring  againA  the  exor- 
bitant power  and  ambitious  pretentions  of  France,  let  their  Go- 
vernitKnt  be  what  it  may.  He  himfelf  was  actuated  by  thcfe  mo- 
livcs  ;  and  however  gentlemen  might  at  times  cxprefs  their  wiftics 
for  tliis  or  that  Government  in  France,  yet  he  (incercly  believed 
thai  the  majority  of  die  Houfe  a3ed  upon  the  fame  prindples  with 
tiimfelf. 

At  the  conclufion,  he  remarked  with  regret  the  fp4rit  of  pcrfo. 
nalify  which  had  of  late  manifcflcd  jtfelf  in  their  debates.     Upon 
all  fubjeSs,  the  pofleflion  of  places  and  pcnlions  were  thrown  f 
the  teeth  of  one  party,  and  the  longing  expcifUtion  of  diem  in  th^ 
of  the  other.     Thofe  who  ftood  foremoft  on  either  fide,  baiv 
about  the  terms  Rogue  and  Fsal,  in  efftdt  at  leaft,  upon  each ' 
fo  ottcn,  that  at  laA  the  Public  might  be  led  to  fuppofe  th' 
fome  fisundation  for  their  abufe      He  thought  the  time 
Houf*  might  be  much  better  etnplt^ed,  than  in  dicfe  dif^ 
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fcrcations,  which,  ho^'cvcr  tlicy  might  fcnrc  party  purpoTcs,  were 

2rrt1e  calculated  to  advance  the  interefts  of  the  country,  which  now 
called  loudly  for  the  advice  and  aflidance  of  every  honcft  man. 

Mu  BASTARD  faid,  that  by  the  vote  which  the  Houfc  had 
crime  to  on  the  laft  debate,  he  underftood  that  they  had  declared 
fiictr  rcadinefs  to  treat  whenever  it  could  be  done  with  fecuritv  ;  that 
period  he  did  not  think  had  yet  arrived ;  but  whenever  it  did,  he 
iliould  confider  Minifters  as  highly  culpable,  if  they  refufed  to  ne- 
gnciatc.on  account  of  any  particular  form  of  Government. 

Mr,  LAMBTON  referred  to  the  American  war,  where  exa<51y 
tive^  fame  fort  of  argument  had  been  ufed  as  in  the  prcfent  inftance, 
»7d  fyppi^\\]on  were  told  that  by  every  propofition  for  peace  they  were 
iiTterfcring  with  the  Executive  Govenvnent  of  the  country,  and 
cripling  their  exertions.     He  quoted  the  ftrong  and  emphatic  lan- 
i;uige  of  Lord  Chatham,  applied  to  Miniflers  on  a  former  occafion  ; 
t:K'ir  vcrnr,l  hopes  had  gone,  their  fummer  profpe^ls  had  vaniihcdy 
?iid  the  period  of  their  equinoctial  difappointmcmshad  now  arrived  : 
Sich,  he  w^  afraid,  would  be  found  to  be  the  cafe  with  Minifters 
with  refpeft  to  the  prefent  contcfti     Attempts  had  been  made  to 
prwc  that  the  prefent  war  was  not  unpopular  ;  he  was  convinced 
tf lat  it  V  ould  turn  out  to  be  the  moft  unpc^ular  in  which  the  coun- 
try had  evei^  been  engngcd,  notvvithftartding  the  eflR>rts  of  pbccmen, 
ftnfioncrs,  bank-dircdtors,  and  deans  ^nd  chapters,  to  pnduce  a 
ontrary  imprefTion.    With  rcfpect  to  tlic  influence  exerted  for  this 
l>'jrpofe  by  deans  and  chapters,  he  fhould  have  fcmcthing  to  fay  on 
a  tiiriMre  occafion.    With  refpe<3  to  the  incompetency  of  tlie  Frendi 
*  Government  to  conclude  a  peace— Was  not  the  Government  which 

• 

fiipported  fo  immenfe  an  army,  which  conduc^.tcd  fo  large  a  body 
^«)iitic,  and  at  the  fame  time  aflbrded  encouragement  to  the  arts  and 
icitftccs,  a  Government  fit  to  maintain  the  accuflomed  relations;  vi 
«irilty  and  peace  ?  Upon  his  honour  and  confcience  he  believed, 
liicrc  was  an  infatuation,  which  obfcured  the  undcrlVanding  of  tl)c 
iloufc  of  CtHi^mons,  and  wliich,  by  extending  its  baneful  infiu- 
c.yzcj  wc^.u'd  cloud  t!ic  minds  of  the  people  of  this  country,  till  a 
i '  Iterate  Mihiftcr  brought  them  to  a'  ftate  of  irretrievable  rum, 
2 1-  il^rfo:>th  we  mull  not  interfere,  faid  he,  with  the  refponfibility 
^f  Miniflers!  What  compenfation  did  the  refponfibility  of  Mi- 
i;:  r^vrs  afford  to  i\\c  countr)^  for  the  blood  and  rreafure  cxhaufted  in 
la  Uvj  jrefent  conttft  r  Would  the . circumfiance  of  their  heads 
;■.  ::>;^placcd  on  Temple  Bar  indem.nify  the  country  for  tlic  millions 
w;\i'  h  they  had  thrown  away,  or  would  the  fpillitig  of  their  blood 
<U  •.  IriiDi  the  fum  of  mifery  which  bad  been  incurred,  by  their  mif- 
o-^tliift  r  To  this  cAsifc,  the  want  of  wifdom  in  Minifiers,  he  mitft 
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afcribe  all  the  cakmides  of  the  vfzx-^Nulkm  numerf  ahjit^  fifi^P^ 
dentia*  Much  had  been  faid  on  the  fubjedi  of  places  and  penfions. 
He  for  one  would  declare,  that  in  fupporting  the  fentiments  whkW 
he  no\fr  efpoufed,  he  was  influenced  by  no  one  earthly  confideratk^n, 
and  that  even  if  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox)  (houUi  cotr..: 
into  oiSce^  he  had  no  objetft  whatever  to  gain.  The  right  honour-* 
able  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  might  fmilc  at  this  declaration ;  he  i¥u;!l:f 
have  adopted  the  maxim,  that  every  man  had  his  price,  and  expe- 
rience perhaps  might  have  given  him  confidence  in  this  maxim.  1  Jir 
might  conceive  that  he  was  leering  at  a  peerage,  but  he  would  nf>jr 
pofitively  declare  that  till  this  Houfe  was  purged,  he  never  w.>u!J 
iMicept  of  the  feat  in  the  other.  He  concluded  that  one  gmxl  dS\:^ 
of  an  attempt  to  negociate  with  the  French,  even  if  it  (hould  pf<3«/t 
un&Kcefsful,  wouM  be  to  (hew  that  they  were  in  the  wrong',  an»S 
to  unite  ail  the  hearts  and  hands  in  this  country  in  the  commott 
caufe. 

The  Hcinourable  DUDLEY  RYDER  defended  the  chnric^o- 
of  thofe  with  whom  he  had  the  honour  ro  a6>,  as  well  as  that  *'f 
deans  and  chapters,  againft  the  imputation  of  intrigue  and  ardiWe 
to  fupport  the  war.  He  obfcrvcd,  that  the  grounds  upon  whitrh 
the  motion  was  brought  forward,  fecmcd  to  him  futile  in  the  ex- 
treme. Whether  the  amendment  voted  upon  the  difcuffion  of  a 
fimilar  quefilon,  was  confidcred  as  an  ahflracl  propoiition,  or  ns  a 
prad^ical  declaration ;  whether  they  confidcred  the  literal  fenfc  of 
the  terms,  or  the  implied  intentions  of  thafc  who  voted  it,  it  v^a 
as  clear  as  it  was  pofl|J)le  to  Cimvey  any  idcns  in  any  langi:;i^2- 
The  prefent  declaration  was  to  be  confidered  cither  as  an  abllracf 
queflion,  or  as  to  be  appUed  to  practice  \  if  tlie  former,  it  was  ii!t 
nccclfary  and  abfurd ;  if  the  latter,  weak  and'  pernicious,  l^lir 
difFercnce.of  opinion  exifting  in  the  country  with  rcf^vft  to  the  wst^ 
had  arifen  entirely  from  an  indulWous  and  artful  circulation  of  tlk^ 
opinion,  that  tWs  was  a  war  of  aggreflion  on  the  part  of  this  coun 
try  ;  he,  however,  was  fully  of  opinion,  that  it  had  been  fliown  ti> 
the  conviction  of  every  reafanable  man,  that  it  was  not  a  war  of 
aggrriTion.  It  was  not  dictated  by  a  defirc  of  conqucft,  or  by  am- 
bition, but  by  motives  of  political  fafety,  and  he  would  affirnu 
that  on  its  vigorous  profecution  our  lives,  our  liberties,  and  »ur 
properties  depend.  The  qucftion,  he  faid,  was,  whether  wecouM 
hope  for  a  more  advantageous  peace  now,  or  at  a  future  pcriix'. 
.  It  is  impoflible  to  conceive  any  moment  in  which  our  own  lolVcs* 
and  the  advantages  of  the  enemy,  retider  it  probable  that  they  wiJuVI 
leje^  any  terms  which  were  not  mod  favourable  to  France,  ww  \ 
nioft  Jiumiliating  to  this,  country.     The  prufcnrmotion  h;id  bco.] 
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difcufled  before^  it  was  repeated  this  eveningy  and  it  might  be 
brought  forward  with  equal  propriety  every  night  this  feflion ;  but 
while  cimimftances  remained  die  famei  he  (hould  give  it  his  de- 
cided negative. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  faid,  he  (hould  have  an  opportunity  of  prov- 
ing to  the  Houfe,  that  certain  deans  and  chapters  liad  very  im- 
properly interfered,  for  the  purpofe  of  mifleadihg  the  people  into  an 
approbation  of  the  war. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  he  would  not  have  troubled  Ac 
Houfe,  but  on  account  of  the  mifapprehenfion  which  had  taken  place 
with  refped  to  the  motion.     He  fliould  not  now  enter  into  the  ge- 
neral quedion,  much  lefs  into  the  converiation  which  had  taken 
place,  rcfpcAing  places  and  penfions ;  he  was  very  happy  to  hear 
the  difinterefted  declaration  of  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman 
(Mr.  Ead),  but  when  that  honourable  gentleman  talked  of  the  ho- 
nour and  charadler  of  the  HoUfe  being  involved  in  fuch  difcuflion, 
he  furely  did  not  mean  to  infinuate,  that  the  honour  and  charader 
of  the  Houfe  refted  with  platemen  and  penfioners  ;  and  when  he 
expreifed  his  apprehenlioiis,  that  if  the  idea  was  fo  much  bandied 
about,  the  Public  might  at  laft  fufpect  that  there  was  fomething  in 
it,  he  was  not  perhaps  aware,  that  the  Public  had  already  made  up 
their  minds  on  the  fubjeft.     They  had  difcovered,  that  the  cala- 
mities and  difaftcrs  which  the  ccuntry  had  experienced,   were  die 
efFeds  of  the  mifcondud  of  Minifters,  and  deduciblc  from  the  cor- 
ruption of  the  Government.     They  had  difcovered,  wliDat  he  could 
prove  to  be  true,  that  peace  and  poflefiion  of  the  places,  by  the 
fame  men  who  now  held  them,  were  incompatible.  That  thb  was 
the  cafe,  would  be  manifeft,  from  one  conlideration ;  the  French 
will  not  treat  with  the  prcfent  Minifters ;  to  this  it  might  be  (aid, 
Ihall  it'  be  endured  by  a  great  nadon,  that  its  enemies  fhall  dilate 
to  it  what  Minifters  it  (hJl  have  ?  This,  however,  was  cxaflly 
the  plan  that  the  Houfe  was  purfuing  with  refpedl  to  France,  and 
it  was  naturally  received  in   that  country  with  as  much  indtgnadoo 
as  it  would  in  this.     The  Houfe  were  voting  under  the  influence 
of  delufion  ;  and  he  wiflied  that  the  Mlnifter  would  lay  afide  all 
Quibbling  and  prevarication,  and  give  him  a  plain  anfwer  to  a  plain 
queftion,  in  order  to  make  thcmfclvcs  intelligible  to  all.     Would 
they,  or  would  they  not,  make  peace  to-morrow  with  the  French 
Coyernment  of  France,  provided  they  could  procure  fair  and  ho- 
nourable terms  i     This  was  the  point  at  iflue,  and  he  wifiicd  to 
know  whether  the  Houfe  would  uphold  Minifters  in  refuiing  to  ne- 
gociate.  with  the  prefcnt  Government  of  France,  althou^  terms 
inight  be  procured  coniiflcnt  with  the  fecurity  of  the  nation.     He 
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firmly  believed,  that  the  filcnt  convidion  of  the  Houfc  was  againft 
fuch  a  propofition,  but  they  had  been  deceived  and  deluded.  The 
poflfeflion  of  Brabant  and  Holland  appeared  to  him  as  aiFording  much 
ftronger  arguments  for  peace  than  for  a  continuance  of  the  war. 
If  we  were  to  be  reduced  to  the  fituation  of  diftrefs,  to  which  the 
Minifter  had  declared  we  ought  to  arrive,  before  we  Hftcned  to  any 
propofition  for  peace ;  the  qucftion  then  would  be,  not  how  to  treaty 
but  how  to  capitulate.  The  French  nation  wanted  a  peace,  he 
believed  as  much  as  this  country ;  nor  could  he  fee  there  was  any 
probability  that  they  would  obftinately  adhere  to  the  war,  if  the 
attempt  were  made  for  riegociation,  and  he  muft  believe  it  the  dury 
of  Miniftcrs  to  make  that  attempt.  The  amendment  on  a  former 
evening  had  been  quoted,  but  every  porfon  had  forgotten  a  very  ef"- 
fential  part,  viz.  the  amendment  which  he  had  the  honour  to  pro^ 
Jxjfc  to  Mr.  Pitt's.  By  negativiiig  the  propofition  on  that  amend- 
ment, the  Houfe  had  pledged  themfelves  not  to  make  peace  with 
the  prcfcrtt  Goverriors  of  France.  The  intentions  of  the  Houfc  and 
thofe  of  the  firft  Minifter,  he  confidered  as  direftly  oppofite,  for 
he  believed'  that  they  wifhed  to  negociate,  if  they  could  expedl  fc« 
curity  ;  whereas  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  determined^ 
at  no  fatCj  to  make  peace  with  the  prefent  Government  of  France* 

Mr.  BURDON  fupportcd  the  previous  queftidn. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT'  faid,  the  difcuflion  bore  fo  near  a  rcfem- 
Uance  to  that  which  had  taken  plaCe  on  a  former  day,  anJ  his  opi- 
nion had  be^n  fo  clearly  expreffed  by  his  riglit  honourable  friend 
who  moved  the  previous  queftioil,  that  he  did  not  at  firft  mean  ta 
trouble  the  Houfe  ilpon  the  fubjedl,  and  fhould  now  add  but  a  few 
words  to  what  had  been  already  faid*  The  words  of  the  amendment 
^di^ted  by  the  Houfe  oil  a  former  oecafion,  declared  as  diftin<Sly 
as  langu^  could  do,  what  then  was,  and  he  hoped  ftill  would  be, 
the  meaning  of  the  Houfc.  In  propofing  that  amendment,  he  had 
faid  diftinclly  that  the  declaration  it  contained  was  as  applicable  to 
the  prefent  as  to  any  future  Government  in  France,  and  that  no 
form  of  GoVehiment  in  that  country  ought  to  preclude  riegociation, 
whenever  there  was  a  feafonable  profpefV  tint  pecice  could  be  ()bt:jined 
with  fecurity ;  but  that  ori  a  view  of  the  inteninl  fituation  of  France, 
and  the  aftual  cfircumftanccs  of  the  btUigorcnc  powers,  tlK  only  pro- 
fpcdt  It  prefent  of  obtaining  peace  with  fecurity,  was  by  a  vigorous 
)>rofecution  of  the  War,  It  wns  now  contended  that  by  rejeding 
certain  Words  which  art  honourable  gcntlemail  propofcd,  he  had  (liid 
fomcthing  vciy  dif!creitt.  This  arofc  from  i  mifconccption  of  the 
'  ufual  tourfe  of  proceedings  in  Parliament,  and  juftificd  his  moving 
an  amendment  in  the  former  debate,  ih  preference  to  {;lvin^  a  Jlrcct 
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negative  to  the  original  motion*     It  was  now  obvioosi  that  to  havr 
negatived  the  original  motion,  would  have  been  liable  to  die  (amc 
mifconflrudion  that  had  been  put  upon  rejecting  the  words  propofed 
to  be  added  to  die  amendment.     It  was  pretended  that^  bj  rejeft- 
ing  words  containing  any  propoGtion,  the  Houfe  virtually  adopted 
the  converfe  of  that  propofition,  a  fixppofition  unreafbnable  in  itfelf^ 
and  contradidted  by  the  ufage  of  Parliament.    He  refufed  according 
fo  the  words  propofed  to  be  added  to  the  amendment,  becaufe  thek 
meaning  in  the  only  fenfe  in  which  it  could  be  adopted  by  the  Houfe» 
was  included  in  the  amendment,  and  becaufe,  in  any  other  fenfe, 
they  would  have  implied  that  we  ought  to  negociate  with  France 
immediately.     In  anfwcr  to  the  queftion  he  had  been  fo  pointedly 
called  upon  to  anfwer,  he  would  fay^  that  under  the  prefcnt  circum- 
ftances  he  faw  no  profpeS  of  fecurity  for  any  ftipuladon  that  mi^ 
be  thq  refult  of  negociation  with  France ;  and  while  that  condnued 
to  be  the  cafe,  to  enter  into  any  farther  difcuflfion  upon  the  fubjeft 
would  be  produ6Hve  of  no  good;  nor  followed  up  by  any  practical 
confcqucncc.     When  we  bad  no  fecurity  for  the  perfomiance  of 
peace,  was  it  poflible  that  any   terms  obtained  or  offered,  could 
€©mpenfate  for  the  want  of  that  fecurity  ?  The  Houfe  was  not  to  go 
into  verbal  criticifms  and  hypothetical  cafes.     The  true  queftion 
fl>r  their  deliberation,  was,  Ought  they  to  ofier,  or  invite  nqgoci- 
ation  under  fuch  circumftances  as  he  had  already  ftated  ?i— This 
queOion  the  Houfe  had  dedded  by  their  former  vote,  and,,  he  truftcti, 
would  adhere  to  that  decifion,  on  the  prefcnt  occafion. 

Mr.  CURWEN  faid,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  now 
fpoken  out  clearly  to  his  undcrftanding,  and  there  was  no  hope  of 
peace  but  from  the  country  declaring  its  opinion.  The  opinion  now 
Hated,  as  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe,  was  neither  the  opinion  of  the 
country,  nor  the  opinion  of  prudence. 

.Mr.  MONTAGU   faid  a  few  words  in  fupport  of  the  previous 
queftion. 

Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN  faid,  the  queftion^  had  been  decided 
on  the  former  debate  contrary  to  his  opinion.  He  thought  the  dc- 
cldTarion  contained  in.  the  amendment  not  fo  explicit  as  die  original 
,  motion,  but  the  amendment  having  been  adopted  by  the  Houfe  be 
deferred  it  to  the  majority.  He  had  voted  laft  night  for  the  imperial 
loan  becaufe  he  thought  it  betterto  rifqut  throwing  away  fix  millions 
than  to  throw  away  eighteen,  by  condnuing  the  war  widiout  the 
Emperor's  afliftance.  The  motion  now  made  could  tend  only  to 
difunite  the  people  of  this  country,  who  in  confequencc  of  the  de- 
claration the  Houfe  had  already  come  to,  were  more  tuiitediikfu^ 
port  of  the  war  than  they  had  ever  been  before* 
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Mr.  WILBERFORCE  confcffcd  that  he  was  twt  without  con- 
fiderable  embarrafsment  on  the  prefent  occafion.  If  he  had  thought 
that  the  prefent  motion  was  (imiiar  to  the  former  on^i  he  ihoidd 
either  have  voted  for  the  previous  quedion,  or  have  gone  away  with- 
out vodng,  as  he  did  not  like  to  multiply  occaflons  of  differing  with 
the  Executive  Government.  The  firft  part  of  the  motion  appeared 
to  him  to  be  too  ftrong,  but  for  the  latter  propcfition  of  it  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  vote.  The  amendment  adopled  on  the  former  debate 
declared,  that  no  form  of  Government  would  be  con(idei«d  as  an 
obftacle  to  negotiation  ;  but  many  bf  the  bad  confequences  arifing 
firom  the  fuppolition  that  we  would  not  treat  With  a  particular  form ' 
of  Government,  might  axife  from  the  fuppoHtion  that  we  would  not 
treat  with  particular  men.  The  people  ef  Trance  muft  naturally 
be  tired  of  a  war  to  which  they  afcribcd  all  ^heir  fufferings,  and  an  • 
<3Cplicit  declaration  that  neither  theif  form  of  Government,  nor  the 
nen  who  conducted  it,  conftituted  in  our  minds  an  obftacle  to  treat* 
ing  for  peace,  although  it  might  not  produce  much  eiFe6t  in  the  firft 
inftance,  could  not,  in  his  opinion,  fail  to  make  a  ftrong  impreffion 
by  degrees.  They  had  as  yet  no  fuch  aflurance  ;  for  the  hnguage 
'df  the  Houfc  in  the  addrefs  on  His  Majefty's  fpecch,  and  on  various 
other  Qccafions,  gave  tlie  French  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  wc  woold 
not  tre^t  with  their  prefent  rulers.  The  confequences  of  adopting 
the  motion  would  not  be  fuch  as  had  been  reprefented.  If  it  were 
acceded  to,  he  for  one,  would  not  follow  it  up  with  any  motion  for 
immediate  negociation«  All  he  wiihed  was  to  remove  obfhcles, 
and  open  a  door  for  negodation,  while  we  were  in  a  condition  io 
<arry  on  die  war  with  vigour. 

The  Houfe  dBvided  on  the  previous  queftion. 

Ayes  190  i  Noes  60. 

LIST  of  Ac  MINORITY  on  Mr.  GREY*s  Motion: 

« 

Anfon,  Thomas  Coke,  T,  W. 

AntoDie,  Lee  Coke,  Edward 

Aubrey,  Sir  John  Colhoun,  William 

Bankes,  Henry  Courrenay,  John 

Baring,  Sir  Fraacii  Crefpigiw,  T.  C* 

Baring,  John  Crewe,  John 

Bond,  John  Curwcn,  J.  Chriftiaa, 

Bouverie.,  Hon.  Edward  Dlmfdale,  Baron 

Butler,  James  Featherftonc,  Sir  Henry 

Burch,  J.  R,  Fitzpairick,  General 

Byng,  George  Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 

•     Church,  J.  B.  Folkcs,  Sir  M.  B. 

Clayton,  Sir  R.  Fox,  Right  Hon.  C.  J, 
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Francis,  Philip  Ridley,  Sir  M.  W. 

Hare,  James  Ruilell,  Lord  William 

Harrifon,  John  St.  John,  Hon.  St.  Aodrew 

Hill,  Sir  Richard  Sheridan,  R.  B. 

HulTev,  William  Smith,  William 

Tekylf,  Jofcph  Spencer,  Lord  Robc];c 

JcrFoifc,  C.  Jerroife  Tarleton,  General 

.Kemp,  Thomas  Thornton*  Robert 

Lambton,  William  Henry  Thornton,  Henry  J. 

Lemon,  Sir  William  Thompfon,  Thomas 

Long,  Samuel  '  Vyncr,  Robert 

Ludlow,  Earl  Walwyn,  James 

Maitland,  Hon.  Thomas  Wilbcrforce,  AViUiam 

Martin,  James  Wynne,  R.  W. 
M'Lcod,  General  N.                    -   Wyndham,  Hon.  P.  C. 
Milner,  Sir  William  Tellers. 

North,  Dudley  Grey,  Charles 

Pierfe,  Henry  Whitbrcad,  Samuel,  jun. 
plumcr,  William  Total  62. 

Monday,   g/h  February, 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG,  in  purfuancc  of  the  notice  which 
he  had  given,  rofc  to  fuggeft  the  repeal  of  that  part  of  the  a(3  of  the 
J9th  of  Geoige  I.  which  forbade  the  extcnfion  of  relief  to  the  poor, 
except  at  the  Parifh  Workhoufe.  In  the  prefent  calamitous  fcafon 
he  had  been  witncfs  to  numbcrlcfs  cafes  where  the  expediency  of 
granting  relief  to  the  poor  at  their  own  houfcs  was  manifdl.  He 
quoted  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Jufticc  Blackftone,  who  exprcfsly  repro- 
bated the  claufc  of  which  he  noyir  propofed  the  repeal,  as  breakL^g 
the  chain  and  fyftcin  of  the  poor  laws,  taking  from  the  indigent 
their  only  folace  of  domeftic  fociety,  and  placing  the  indudrious  and 
the  diflblute  equally  under  the  tyranny  of  an  Ovcrfecr. 

Mr.  BUXTON  fecondcd  the  motion.  He  faid  that  he  had  been 
t^'cnty  years  a  magiftrate,  and  had  found  this  aft  the  greateft  griev- 
ance in  the  cxcrcifc  of  his  duty.  The  poor  naturally  looked  up  for 
relief  to  the  country  gentlemen,  whom  the  law  placed  In  the  fim- 
ation  of  magiftratcs,  but  in  confcquence  of  the  regulations  of  this  aft, 
they  were  prevented  from  being  able  to  afford  them  any  afliftance. 
The  Overfeers  rcfufcd  to  give  the  poor  the  fmallcft  fuccour,  except 
ihcy  confented  to  go  into  their  houfes,  for  the  fupply  of  which  they 
contraded  with  pcrfons  who  engaged  to  fumi(h  provifions  at  the 
cheapcJl  rate,  and  which,  of  confcquence,  were  very  fcnntily  and 
incompetently  fupplied.  He  ftated  fevcral  Inftances  of  the  extreme 
hardlhip  and  inhumanity  of  the  mode  of  treating  tlic  poor,  adopted 
under  the  prefent  fyftcm. 

Mr.  POW YS  faid,  that  he  heartily  agreed  with  the  honoarjiblc 
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joovcr  and  feconder^  both  as  to  the  juftice  of  their  complaints^  and 
the  propriety  of  the  objedt  which  they  had  in  view.  The  bed  mode, 
however,  of  efibding  the  obje<9y  he  thought,  would  be,  indead  of 
the  motion  which  they  had  propofcd,  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill,  to  explain  fo  much  of  an  zB,  &c. 

This  was  accordingly  agreed  to.  and  Sir  William  Young,  Mr. 
Buxton,  and  Mr.  Powys,  were  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
the  fame. 

Mr.  STANLEY  prefented  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Manchcfter.  He  read  the  petition,  which  expreffed  the  fentiments 
of  the  petitioners,  as  to  the  impropriety  of  interfering  in  the  meafures 
of  Government  in  the  prefent  crifis,  and  their  difapprobation  of 
the  conduct  of  thoie  pcrfons  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  had  petitioned 
for  an  immediate  peace.  The  petition,  Mr.  Stanley  faid,  was  ac« 
companied  by  a  letter  addrefled  to  him  from  the  gentleman  who  had 
been  chairman  of  the  meeting.  It  dated  that  the  prefent  petition 
was  figncd  by  1 3>938  perfons,  amoi^  whom  were  all  the  gentlemen 
of  the  grcateft  fortune  and  refpeftability  in  the  town  and  neighbour- 
hood ;  that  not  one  of  thefc  fignatures  had  been  folicitcd,  and  tliat 
all  thofe  who  had  figned  the  petition  for  an  immediate  peace,  were, 
held  in  general  odium. 

Mr,  Alderman  ANDERSON  moved  for  leave  to  bring  m  a  bill, 
extending  the  puniihment  of  bigamy  to  feven  years  tranfportation* 
The  worthy  Alderman  dated,  that,  at  prefent,  this  offence  was 
only  punidiable  at  common  law  by  imprifonmcnt:  and  as  plunder 
was  commonly  the  obje<ft,  one  might  frequently  fee  the  culprit  liv- 
ing in  fplcndour  upon  the  fpoils  in  Newgate,  while  the  unfortunate 
female  was  defpoiled  equally  of  her  honour  and  her  property. 

A  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

Tuejdayy  February  I  o,  to  Thurjday^  February  1 2,  inclujtve. 

There  not  being,  on  any  of  thofe  days,  a  fufKcient  number  of 
Members  prefent  at  four  o'clock,  to  form  a  ballot  for  a  Cmmitteo, 
in  order  to  try  the  quedion  of  the  Scaford  right  of  election ;  the 
Houfe  of  confequence  adjourned. 

Friday f    I  yh  February^ 

^Mr.  DUNDAS  prefented  articles  of  the  Conditution  of  Corfica, 
and  a  petition  of  the  officers  of  the  Ead-India  Company  to  His 
Majedy.— Ordered  to  lie  on  die  table. 

Lord.ARDEN  prefented  an  edina:^c  of  the  debt  of  His  Ma- 
jcfly's  navy  for  1795.  5 
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Mr.  WHITEHEAD  prcfentcd  an  account  of  the  number  of 
men  and  boys  employed  in  the  tranfport  fervice. 

Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  prcfented  an  account  of  the 
cictraordinary  expcnccs  of  the  *  army ;  alfo  an  eftimate  of  foreign 
corps.— Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
*  Lord  ARDEN  prefcntcd  an  account  of  the  bounty  money  paid 
to  fcamen  and  tolandmen^  firom  the  ift  of  Januarj'  1793,  to  the 
ift*  of  January  1795.  And  fix  odlcr  accounts*  of  tbc  number  of 
men  employed  by  and  receiving  protection  from  the  Admiralt)'  Office 
and  Navy  Office.— Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  prcfented  a  petition  from  a  large  number  of  re- 
fpe^Sable  inhabitants  of  the  dty  of  New  Sarum,  humbly  rcprefent- 
ing  to  the'Houfc  the  diftreffcs  and  calamities  of  the  country  in  con- 
Icqucnce  of  the  prefent  deftruflive  war,  and  praying  the  Houfc  to 
enter  as  foon  as  pofTible  into  a  negociation  for  peace  with  France  ; 
M^hichy  if  rejcdled  on  the  part  of  that  nation,  the  petitioners  woi;)d 
then  ufe  their  utmoft  efforts  in  defence  of  the  country.  The  petitiori 
was  received,  and  ordered  to  lie  On  the  table. 

Mr.  Alderman  CURTIS  prcfented  a  petition  from  feveral  friends 
cf  the  religious  focicty  called  Quakers,  humbly  ftatlng,  that  war 
was  ever  contrary  to  the  principles  of  the  Gofpel  of  Chriil,  and  to 
their  religious  tenets  ii\  particular*  And  as  mod  of  the  petitioners 
were  owners  and  maftcrs  of  (hips,  they  prayed  that  they  might  hot 
be  required  to  fupply  feamen  from  their  (hips  under  the  regulations 
of  the  new  bill  for  manning  the  navy  ;  and  that  they  might  not  be 
deprived  of  the  means  of  providing  for  themfelves  and  their  families. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  names  of  the  following  Members  who  were  chofcn  for  the 
Committee^  were  then  brought  up  and  read : 

Thomas  Stanley,  Efq.  Chairman. 

Scroop  Barnard,  Efq.  Thomas  Johncs,  Efq. 

Lieut.  Col.  G.  Nugent        *  Lord  Vifcount  M4ldcn 

Thomas  Diindaj,  Efq.  Lord  Vifcount  Hinchiabrook 

J»  H,  Addingion,  Efq.  D.  P.  Cooke,  Efq. 

James  Adams,  Efq.  J.  M.  PitN  Efq. 

John  Hill,  Efq.  Hon.  B.  Bouverie 

Kight  Hon.  J.  C.  Villieiri  Charles  Duudas»  ECi* 

Alc^ndayy   i6th  February* 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  (hip  owners  of  the  town  of  Scar- 
borough, ftating  the  plan  for  manning  the  navy  by  raifing  a  certain 
numl^r  of  tjicn  in  proportion  to  the  tonnage  of  every  outward -bount! 
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tcflel  to  be  rmprad^Ic^blcy  and  exprefling  their  readlnefs  to  grant  a 
pecuniary  aid  for  the  purpofc. 

Mr.  GREY  faid  that  having  fome  time  fincc  moved  for  returns 
rf  the  proteflFons  granted  by  the  Admiralty,  &c.  fonie  of  which  he 
now  found  laid  upon  the  table,  he  wished  to  know  whether  thers 
was  any  objection  that  thefe  returns  fliould  be  printed.  His  objcft 
was  to  afcertain  whether  any  means  could  be  found  for  manning  the 
navy  without  rcforting  to  the  meafures  propofed  by*  the  bill. 

Mr»  Chancellor  PITT  ftated,  that  he  had  no  objeftion  to  the 
returns  being  printed.  He  had  received  fome  recent  inforroatibn 
from  difFcrcnt  quarters  on  the  fubjeS  of  manning  the  navy,  which 
would  induce  him  to  adopt  confiderable  alterations  in  the  plan  he 
had  aheady  laid  before  the  Houfe.  Thefe  alterations  were  fuch  a* 
would  lead  to  a  more  fpeedy  and  eficdlual  accomptt(hment  of  the  end 
in  view ;  but  though  proceed! r^  upon  the  fame  principle,  wQubi 
require  regulations  fo  very  drffercnt  from  thofe  already  fuggcftcd,  as 
he  believed  would  render  it  expedient  to  introduce  a  new  bill. 

Mr.  GREY  hoped  that  fufficient  time  would  be  allo^d  to  take 
rtie  new  bill  into  consideration,  and  to  receive  the  neceffary  infor- 
mation fron*  different  {arts  of  the  country,  before  any  attempt  would 
be  made  to  pafc  it  through  the  Houfc.^ 

The  returns  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  ufe  of  the  Houfc. 

Mr.  KUSSEY  faid,  that  public  notice  had  been  given  fome 
time  fincc  of  a  lone  to  be  granted  to  the  Emperor.  On  this  fub- 
jc(?f  he  had  a  motion  to  make,  which  he  believed  was  rather  unpre- 
cedented ;  and  as  his  apology,  he  had  only  to  plead  that  the  bufinefe 
«o  which  it  referred  wns  itfelf  unprecedented.  He  wiflied  to  roove^ 
if  there  was  no  objeflion,  that  the  contraft  refpc6^ing  the  loan  fhould 
be  laid  before  the  Houfc,  previous  to  the  difcuflion  in  the  Commit- 
tee of  Supply. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  tint  the  motion  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  propofed  to  make,  was  eittirely  inconfiftcnt  with  the 
forms  of  the  Hoitfe.  It  was  ufual  for  the  perfon  in  his  fituation  to 
make  the  bargain  with  thofe  who  were  difpofed  to  contraS  for  the 
toao  ;  he  fliould  afterwards,  in  bringing  forward  the  budget,  have 
occafion  to  propofe  a  refolution  dating  the  terms  on  which  it  was 
fnade. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  aflccd  why  the  Miniftcr  had  not,  in  making  ihe 
prcfent  loan,  proceeded  by  competition,  as  he  had  laft  year  dono 
with  fo  much  credit  to  himfelf,  and  advantage  to  the  Public  ;  and 
as  he  underftood  from  the  bell  authority,  was  to  be  the  cafe  in  afxv 
tber  country  (Iveland.)  Competition  was  in  his  mind  the  bed  mode 
oC^iifpofing  of  die  public  money.     When  the  Budget  was  hiou^t 
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forward  in  the  Committee  of  Supply,  there  was  always  fuch  a  mul- 
tiplicity of  bufinefs  as  to  prevent  any  particular  point  from  receiving 
a  full  difcuffion.  He  had  no  hefitation  to  ftate,  that  from  what  he 
undcrftood  of  the  terms  of  the  loan,  they  were  fo  exceptionable, 
that  he  was  defiroiis  to  bring  them  before  flie  public  in  an  autheitdc 
Ihape. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  bufinefs  of  the  night  of 
the  budget  was  to  difcufe  the  terms  of  the  loan,  and  thaj  the  pfO- 
pofal  of  the  honourable  gentleitiari  went  to  anticipate  the  difcufibit 
of  the  budget  beforfe  it  was  opened. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  that  the  right  horiourablc  ^ntlcnrtan  was 
well  aware  that  the  bufinefs  was  itfelf  fo  unptecedentcd  that  he  had 
no  clue  to  guide  him  on  the  prefeift  occafioh. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  faid,  that  he  propofed  ort  Friday  to  move 
the  extrar^rdinaries  of  the  army,  fo  far  Is  refpefied  the  French  corps. 

Tuejday^   i  7/A  Frhmary. 

Several  petitions  from  various  fea-port  towris  were '  pfefonted^ 
(biting  that  the  bill  for  more  cffirdtually  fupplying  the  riavy  vnAi  men^ 
was  partial,  oppreffive  and  imprafificable.— ^Thcy  were  ordered  to 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  prcfented  a  petitioii  fronri  the  Mayor,  Aider-* 
men,  Freemen,  Clergy^  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Dur- 
ham and  its  neighbouriiood  ;  fctting  forth^ 

That  the  war  in  which  thcfc  kingdoms  arc  now  unfortunately  u]t<^t^ 
ed,  has  already  proved  highlv  injuriouf  to  their  trade  and  commerce^ 
and,  if  perfcvcred  in,  may,  oy  interrupting  their  edabliihed  intercourfe 
with  foreign  nations,  and  loading  the  manufa^ures  of  this  country  with 
additional  burdens,  finally  effect  their  deftru^ton  :  That,  although  the 
commercial  intcfeli  has  more  ciTcntially  fuffcrcd  from  the  war,  yet  every 
other  part  of  the  community  has  fevcrely  felt  its  prcfi^jre  :  that«  while 
the  petitioners  are  perfonally  fcnlible  of  tbofe  eviU,  humanity  leads  them 
to  di^Iore  the  lives  of  their  brave  countrymen,  facrificed  ia  this  unavail- 
ing* conteft  :  that  they  fee,  with  regret,  the  prefent  large  expenditure  of 
public  money,  which,  if  long  continued,  may  produce  foch  a  derange- 
ment in  the  finances,  as  muil  endanger  the  conflttution of  any  country: 
that,  lincerely  attached  as  the  petitioners  are  to  the  conftitutton  of  thefe 
realms,  they  (liould  think  it  their  duty  to  repel,  to  the  utmofl  of  their 
power,  the  attempts  of  any  nation  whatfoever  to  interfere  in  their  inter-s 
nal  legiflation ;  they  mull  therefore  confider  the  continuation  of  the  war, 
for  the  purpofc  of  changing  the  prefent  Government  of  France,  as  fo' 
tally  repugnant  to  that  trand  pnnciple  of  morality,  *'^  of  doing  to  others 
as  wc  would  they  fhould  do  unto  us,"  as  pregnant  with  thegreateft  ca* 
lamiticsto  this  country,  and  altogether  impradticable,  as  melancholy  ex- 
perience has  fully  demon (1  rated  :  that  tht  petinoners,  deeply  imprc&i 
with  thcfe  impoitant  truths,  do  therefore,  m  ju(lice  to  themfelves  Mnd 
their  poilcrity,  humbly  addreis  their  Reprefentatives in  ParltMDeaCaflu»« 
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hjcfl,  .to,  iptejrjMfcu  by  the  UHfdom  of  their  C.ounciU»*  that  the  muchi^. 
waatcd  anp  invaluable  bleilin^s  of  peace  ma^  be  fpeedily  reftored  ;  and^ 
that  if,  after  a  declaration  on  the  part  of  this  country  of  their  willing-* 
nefi  to  enter  into  a  treaty,  upon  tair,  open^  and  reasonable  terms,  thtf- 
Clunky  ifao^  14  pfrfev^n:  in  hoftilities^-  the  pcti^ners,  however  defiTous 
of  p^9ce,  yf\\\  be  tpyiiU  m  ^co^vardin  defendiog  the  jufl  cUinis,  the  ho*. 
nour,  and  the  independence  of  thefc  kipu^orosi  af  any  b^y  of  His  IVIa^ 
jelly's  fubjcdts  whatever.  *  '       *   * 

Ordered  tQ  be  Hd  on  the  tabls^ 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  ptcfentcd  a  eounter^petitioit 
from  the  iamc  place,  fignedi  he  fald,  by  tnar^  of  the  moft  relpeft- 
obie  pHbns  there,  and  the  fignatures  t>f  ten  or'  eleven  refpe^abk 
perfons  alio  appeared  to  the  petition,  but  he  was  authorifed  to  bf 
that  they  were  figned  by  proxy  at  their  reque(t ;  fetting  forth. 

That  the  petitioners,  ftrongly  dilapprovlng  of  all  attempts  to  intcrrupf 
the  deitberatioDS  of  Pariiamfint,  (cfpeci^H^  ii»  thbiuomentoas  crKis)  bjr 
the  obtrufion  of  the  fenximcnts  ot  individuals,,  pn  important  fubjo^s^ 
concerning  which  private  individuals  cai),  in  general,  have  no  authentic 
or  complete  information,  beg  leave  to  exprefs  their  deep  concern  at  find- 
ing themfelves  under  a  neceflity  of  trouDlhig  the  Houfe  with  their  diC* 
^owd  of'a  petition  which  they  unde^ftand  is  prefented,  or  intended  to 
be  prefentcd,  to  the  lioufc,  by  fome  perfons  of  the  fiiid  city  and  ncigh'^  ^ 
t)ourhood,  relative  tp  th*e  time  or  mode  of  making  peace :  that  the  peti- 
tioners firmly  rely  oii  thfe  wifdom  of  His  Majelty,  and  of  the  great  Goun- 
pil  of  the  Nation,  and  on  that  paternal  goodncfs  which  firongly  Inclines 
His  Aiajeify  (ever  consulting  the  bappincfs  and  welfare  of  his  people)  to 
terminate  the  calamities  of  war  as  fpeedily  as  a  fafe  and  honourable  op- 
portunity (hall  prefent  itfelf :  th^^t  in  this  firm.and  conditutional  conddencc 
they  humbly  pra^'  that  the  great  relburce^  of  this  powerful  nation  may 
coQiiaue  to  be  c*ened,  in  Vach  manner  as  fliallije  jnoft  conducive  ta 
the  fecure  and  permanent  ennblifluneot  of  a  peace,  confiiUnt  wiiii  lU; 
true  intercil,  dignity,  and  glory  of  the  Britlffi  empire. 

On  the  queftion,  that  the  petition  be  laid  upon  the  table,  a  long^ 
4efultory,  amd  in  Tdme  inllaocea,  wans  converfation  took  place.    . 

Mr.  LAMBTON  entered  into  a  description  of  the  manner  irt 
Which  tfic  flgnsitufes  had  been  obtained  ;  many  applications,  he  faid> 
had  been  made  to  perfons  for  twenty  miles  around  the  City  of  Dur- 
hjVVi,  to  (ign  Uus  counter-petition,  in  confequence  of  the  one  which 
he  Jiad  jqft  prcfented  in  the  name  of  marn^  of  the  moft  rcfpoiSlablc 
vJiiwa^ers  in  fhat  part  of  the  country.  He  obferved  alfo,  tliat  itiany 
of  the  perloDs,  whole  names  appeared  to*  this  counter-petition,  were 
Clei]grroen^  and  thsit  it  was  hoc-  very  conitftcnt  with  the  doclrihes  of 
the  religion  which  they  profofftd,  for  fuch  perfons  to  pray  for  the 
continuance  of  war. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  vifbed  to  know  if  the  Attorney  General  was 
^tborifed  to  ilatc  to  tl>c  Howfc  tliat  the  perfons  whofe  names  were 
figned  bv  proxy,  were  fo  figned  by  their  rcqueft  i  if  he  could  not 

Vol.  XL.'  3  M 


4P  PARLIAMENTARY  A 1795. 

anfwtr  that  qiteflion  in  the  afHrtrntTve^  the  Houfe  oug^t  to  confider 
that  part  of  the  petition  as  a  fbiigery,  and  therefore  he  fliould  in  that 
crfc  obje/!^  to  the  petition  being  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  bbfcrved  that  m  point  of  order  aafrf  regidarifjrr 
the  petitioit  was  fuch  as  the  Hotifeihould  receive  as  fair  a>s  regarded 
tfiofe  iffho  had  aduafly  YTgned  it — but  with  f egaid'  to  diole  name^ 
that  appeared  by  proxy,  it  ought  to  pafs  for  nothing. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid  that  many  of  the  pcribns 
who  had  (igned  thc'pedfion^  were  amohgft  the  tnoft  rcfpeftable  'm 
the  kingdom  for  property  and  eharader. 

Mr.  GREY  maintained  it  to  be  highly  impolitic  to  nmke  a  con- 
tent rcferc/ice  to  the  property*  of  individuals  who  were  petitioners  to* 
that  Houfe,  cfpecially^on  the  que(tion  of  peace  or. war-  It  tended 
to  imprefs  on  the  minds  of  the  poor,  that  their  interefts  were  ncfitu 
be  attended  to  in  that  tkfak  \  it  might  induce  them  to  regard  die 
rich  as  men  drawn  up  m  array  of  battle  againft  them,  and  if  ever 
the  hour  of  extreme  calamity  (hould  arrive,  on  whom  was  the  nation 
at  large  to  depend,  if  the  affeAions^of  the  poor  were  loft? 

The  SPEAKER  brought  to  the  rccoUeftion:  of  the  Houfe  the 
flanding  order,  "whicb  was,  that  no  petition  fhotild  be  received  in 
the  names  of  any  perfoHS  if  it  was  not  iigned  by  their  own  hands* 
With  rcfpeS  to  thofe  who  had  figned  it,  the  petition  was  regular, 
but  as  to  thofe  names  figncd  by  proxy,  h  was  not  a  petition  to  die 
Houfe  of. Commons,'  and  their  names  might  be  ertfed- 

Mr-  Chancellor  PITT  thought,  that  from  the  refpoSabaity  of 
dx)fe  who  had  a<£^ually  Iigned  the  petitiotr,  the  &ir  inference  waCf 
that  the  proxies  fpoke  the  fentiments  of  thofe  whofe  names  appeared, 
but  who  had  not  Iigned  it,  and  therefore  to  erafe  their  names  would 
be  to  facrifice  fubftance  taform.^  -  As  to  the  precepts  of  chriftianityr 
he  maintained  that  they  drd  not  forbid  a  defence  d[  ourfHves ;  and, 
this  being  a  war  deelared  by  anarchy  and  Atheifin  againft  order  and 
ireligion,  there  was  nothing  inconiiflent:  with  the  charai^r  of  a  Mi- 
nifler  of  the  Gofpel,  in  petitiontng|  that  tfie  continuance  of  it  might 
be  left  to  the  wifdom  of  His  Majefty  and  the  ^eat  Coundl  of  the 
nation.  With  regard  to  the  idea  of  drawing  arline  of  (fiftmdbn  be- 
tween the  interei&  of  the  rich  and  the  poor  fai  this  war,  he  (aid, 
that  fuch  a  line  had  never  been  drawn  in  that  Houfe,  except  by  thofe 
who  ^ccufed  others  of  it,  for  the  purpofe  of  urging  arguments  againft 
fuch  an  Ariftocratic  praAicc,  when,  in  point  of  h&,  their  own 
praftice  was,  upon  that  very  point,  die  moft  ArUlocratrcal. 

Mr.  L  AMBTON  and  Mr.  GREY  denied  the  charge  of  &e  Mi- 
.  nidcr,  and  appealed  to  the  whole  of  tlieir  conduA  a»  %  xcfutation 
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.    The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  fijpportcd  the  petition. 

Mr.  JSecrctaiy  DUNDAS  did  jnot  wittk  it  to  be  underftood  thai 
he  felt  lefe  for.  the  poor  than  any  other  Member  of  that  Houfe  ;  but 
the  Qcanmon  fenfe  of  mankind  allowed  that  a  certain  refpedl  was 
<iue  to  poofcxty  ;  and  therefore  it  could  not  be  improper  to  allude  to 
3t,  in  prefenting  a  petition  to  that  Houfe.  If  he  were  to  meet  the 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Lambton)  in  thelobby,  be  fhould  hardly 
think  it  ^  fafe  thing  to  tell  him,  he  (hould  pay  no  piore  regard  to 
>hh  petition  than  to  the  petition  of  bis  ftable-boy. 

Mr.  HARRISON  thought,  that  as  the  chaff  could  not  be  fepa« 
jated  from  the  ,grain  in  this  petition,  the  beil  thing  the  Houfe  coul4 
do  was  to  xeje^^  it,  in  order  that  the  parties  mig^t  have  an  oppor- 
^tunity  of  pcdenting  one  from  which  no  naiiics  ought  to  be  crafed. 

The  .SPEAK.es.  faid^  there  were  two  ways  of  difpofing  regur 
larly  of  thb^ueAion:  'to  cft}jcd  to  the  petition  being  laid  on  the 
teiACf  or,  after  tt  was  there,  tQ  move  for  a  Committee  to  Inquire 
how  it  was  (ignqd,  and,  if  any  lignaturcs  appeared  to  he  int^ar, 
io  erscfc  them. 

Mr.  MARTIN  was  of  opinioo  that  it  was  wrong  to  draw  any  ' 
particular  diftindion  between  difierent  ranks  of  men,,  who  petitioned 
that  Houfe  ;  but  if  any  diftindtioa  nmft  be  made,  he  thought  tha; 
the  petitions  of  the  lower  clafs,  in  the  cafe  of  u-ar,  were  more  rCf 
ijp«£table  than  thole  which  came  from  the  higher,  bccaufc  on  the 
Jower  the  burdens  of  war  moft  heavily  preiTcd. 

General  SMITH  thought  the  whole^f  this  qonverfatSon  extreme- 
ly irregular. 

The  quedioQ  being  put,  the  petition  ^-as  ordered  to  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  with  regard  to  the  bill  which 
was  now  before  the  Houfe  for  the  more  efFe(Sually  fupplying,  Hi^ 
Majefty's  navy  with  (eamen,  it  was  his  intention  to  moviC  that  it  be 
poflponed  for  three  months,  for  the  purpofe  of  bringing  in  another 
Jbili  upon  the  fame  principle,  but  varying  in  a  great  meaiuiie  the  mode 
of  canying  the  principle  into  dlcA, 

Mr.  GREY  faid«  that  as  the  prcfcnt  bill  was  now  underflood 
to  be  impradicable,  pofTiUy  the  next  might  be  equally  reprobated 
when  it  came  to  be  undcrflood,  and  there  (hould  certainly  be  time 
given  to  make  inquiry  £rom  tbo(e  who  wore  to  be  moH  immediately 
afleaedbyit, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  moved  the  order  of  the  day  on  the 
bill,  with  a  view  of  poftponing'the  farther  confidcration  of  it  as  h^ 
Jiad  mentioned  ;  but  oathcfuggcAign  of  the  Speaker,  on  the  |:cgvi% 
laijty  of  the  proceeding,  the  bill  was  withdrawn. 
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Mn  Pitt  thtft  ftid,  he  fliotfld  ihorc  fbr  leave  to  brii^  in  ancif 
bill  uport  this  fubjeft  td-rabrrow,  slrid  ht  QlOuW  propoft  to  go  on 
throu^  th^  different  ftagcs  of  it  as  quietly  a«  J<ffiHy>  In  order  tM 
tftcr  it  tWfe  Jirlmcd,  a  week's  time  flidaM  be  dfibrdtd  iSot  the'vaii- 
bus  pcribrtfe  tnoft  irttniediatfel;f  ihtereftfeS  to  confider  it ;  fe  propiIM 
to  go  into  a  Committee  an  it,  tnctcly  for  the  t)ilrpofc  of  iffling  nfi 
tec  blanks,  the  day  after  to^norrbW  ;  knd  ihit  beitig  the  cafr,  Aft 
bfettcr  way  would  bft  to  mo^  now  for  loavt:  to  bring  ih  the  bffli 
which  he  did.     Aj;reed. 

He  then  ihdv^ed,  "  Thai-  ttie  other  bfll,  j^t  rMtt  effeSually 
applying  His  Majefty^s  rtavy  with  lahAnttii  bfe  tttkrt^  to  n  Cdtti^ 
mittee  of  the  wtole  Houfe  on  ThurftKiy  ncit."  •  Ordcfid. 

Mr.  CUR\V[EN  jprtfeitted  a  petitldft,  (igned  by  Ami  Pl  thotjfeM 
perfdns  in  the  heighbourhockl  of  Catllflc,  f^yitf  for  peace*  Or* 
iJeredtobc  laid  on  the  table, 

Mr.  ROSE  moved,  "  That  the  particulars  of  the  vote  oi'twdft 
fef  iaft  year,  (hottld  be  laid  upon  t!tc  tabfe."     Ordered* 

The  Hpirfcj  in  a  Comhiittec  bf  Slrpply,  voted  fevctal  fuths  tb 
•iiefray  die  exptrtcfe  of  the  dviltftablilfhtnentsbf  Canada,  Nova  Sew- 
"tia,  Ncwfoundhind,   &c,  • 

Mr.  ROSE  niO\qEd,  "  That  the  ftrtn  of  ^It  ,00 ol.**  j^aid  to  thfc 
rcprcfent?itives  of  Richard  Ofwald,  doe  t6  hiiti  ^S  cDAtrafior  for  thfc 
army  in  Germany,  hi  the  year  1763.     -  .     . 

Mr.  HUSSEY  objcded  to  the  Committee  voting  fo  latgc  a'ftiih 
Vithoat  opportunity  being  afforded  ibr  '^tuffi^tg  ttf6  ground  tipon 
which  it  was  granted, 

Mr.  ROSE  faicj,  tfiat,  as  large  Curtis  had  b(*n  recovered  fiom 
public  Accountants,  itwas  proper,  thatftrms  whidfi'weit  found  ft 
be  due  to  thcafi, .  as  in  the  prcfent  Inftance,  Utould  tc  paid  to  fteth 
'or  their  reprcfcntntlves. 

TheSraAKER  fuggefted,  tha*  r!he  piroper  mode  yf ^fbcecding 
would  be,  for  the  honourable  gentleman  to  movt  for  the  report  tlf 
^he  Commiffioners  of  Public  Accdcmtis,  with  relfpcft  to  Ae  firtts  due 
'to  the  reprefentarives  of  Richard  Qf^ald. 

The  Houfe  Was  refiinled,  the  Report  oT(Jcred  t6.W  ttctfved  ttf- 
hiorrow,  and  the  Committee  to  fit  agaiil  on  Kthfay. 

Mr,  ROSE  moved,  <<  That  the  repo^  of  the  fumfc  doe  to  tht 
rcpfefcntativcs  of  Richard  Ofwald,  be  laid  Aipon  the  table;  and 
alfo  of  the  (urns  due  to  the  Landgrave  of  Hcffe  Caffel,  for  his  ^« 
Vifc$inthc  A'mmcanii'ar."    Ordered. 
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Tlmrfdayt   igth  Ftbruary* 

Mr.  THOMAS  STANLEY,  from  the  St\t&  Committee  ivho 
were  appointed  to  -try  and  determine  the  merits  of  the  petition  bf 
the  fevtral  perfons,  ^bofc  names  arc  thereunto  fubfcribed,  on  be- 
half of  themfelveB,  and  others,  being  legal  cledors  of  Members  to 
ferve  in  Parliament  for  the  town  aii^  poit  of  Seafbrd»  in  the  d)unty 
^  SuiTeit,  reported  t<>  the  Houfe»  <'  That  the  right  of  elcAion  for 
tfie  town  and  port  of  Seaford,  according  as  the  fame  was  decided 
bf  the  laft  deterh^natios  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  i  oth  of 
F^ruary,  1670^1^  is  <*  in  die  populacy/'  or,  according  to  the 
interpretratkn  of  the  word  <<  populacy ''  by  the  refidutbn  of  the 
iaid  Houfe  on  the  1 5th  of  December,  1 7  6 1 ,  '^  in  the  inhabitants, 
houfekeq)er8  of  the  faid  town  and  port,  paying  fcot  and  lot,"  and  in 
fuch  inhabitants  houfekeepers  only." 

•    Colonel  STANLEY  prefcnted  a  petition  from  10,820  inhabit . 
tants  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Manchofter,  letting  forth^ 

That  the  petitioners,  influenced  by  fentimcnts  of  loyalty  to  the  Kingf^ 
isnd  utifcigned  attiichmentlo  the  confHtution,  with  ijts  wife  »nd  wholefome 
tm)vifion8»  made  at  the  tint>e  of  the  glorious  Revolution,  conceive  it  to 
DC  an  indifpenfableiiuty,  :'and  apgroof  of  the  fincerity  of  their  profeffioiis, 
to  reprcfent  to  the  Houfe  the  evils  that  have  already  been  produced  by 
the  war  in  which  this  nation  is  unfonunately  engaged,  and  the  alarmine' 
'apprcheniions  which  they  eiit^H^A  of  AHl  greatcrbatkimkies  enfulng,  if 
ncafures  be  not  fpeedily  taken  fbr  ^vcrtitig  Vhe Tame  from  this  couotry  z 
tfaar,  whatever  c^i^crences  of  opininn  n\igh(  ha\'e  exifled  at  the  com« 
mencement  of  tht  war  as  to  its  juflice  or  policy,  all  defcriptions  of  men 
muft  now  agree,  that  its  prpgrels  has  been  accompanied  by  a  fcriei  of 
nioft'diMBcyifs  eVeiitB;  that  the  ilfanufttflUiYt  and  commerce  of  the 
CO>intry  have  been  ^I'eatly  reduced^inconfequeace  of  it,  the  property  of 
many  mbjedsof  this  realm  ipuch  injured,  and  the  blood  of  a  multitude 
of  others  filed  ;  that  the  public  treafure  has  been  expended  ;  the  public 
debt  increafrf  •  and  tliat,  in  proportion  atnhe  rcfpurccs  of  the^^tioh 
^re  impaired,  the  demandioD  thepeopie  are  muitiplied,  while  our  alites 
view  the  rapid  progrefs  and  continued  fuccdSci  of  the  enemy  with  ap- 
jKirent  indiftcrencc,  or  make  feeble ^cfForrs  to  rcfift  them,  little  propor- 
tioned to  the  magnitude  of  the  impendinji^  danger,  or  to  the  cxtraordi* 
tiary  fubfidtet  paM  them  by  this  country  :  that,  under  the  prefciyt  cif. 
-cumihiacea,  the  petiticmen  hare  notbiug  To  liope  from  the  conitnuance  of 
the  war,  but  their  fears  are  juilly  excited  left  it  fhould  ultimately  involve 
•this  country  in  irretrievable  ruin  ;  and  therefore  praying  that  the  Hou{e 
"Will  ufe  the  mod  effecflual  meansfor  relloring  the  blemngs  of  peace  to  this 
liation ;  and  the  petitioners  beg  leave,  at  the  fame  time,  to  affure  the 
Houfe,  that  if  it  fhould  appoAF,  contrary  to  the  h<^pes  of  the  petitioners, 
that  motives  of  ambition,  or  implacable  revenge,  on  the  part  of  the  ene- 
my, render  it  impolUble  to  procure  a  termination  of  hoftilities,  the  peti- 
tioners will  contribute  thoft  chearfuUy  and  xcaloufly,  in  common  with 
-uW  their  fellow  fubieds,  to\^rds  a  t^tctH^ry  defence  of  (beir  deareft  Ja- 
<wfts«  aad  the  iooej^ndeccc  ijf  4heir  country.^ 
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The  petition  was  brought  up/  and  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the 
tabic.  •'  • 

Colonel  MAITLAND  faid,.  that  the,  petition  which  had  now 
been  prefented,  need  no  argument*  tp  fupport  it.  He  would  Tncte 
particularly  have  been  difpofcd  to  have  made  no  obfervations  on 
diis  petition,  on  account  of  the  place  from  whence  it  otmc,  as  c^'^cry 
man*muft  rather  wifh  to  allay  than  to  inflame  the  Ipirit  of  violence 
which  had  fo  dirgracefully  exhibited  itfelf  at  Birminghafn.and  Maiw 
chefter,  had  it  not  been  for  the  conduft  of  the  honourable  gentkman 
whohad  juft  now  brought -up  the  petition,  and  which  was  iueh  as 
compelled -him  to  malce  a  few  remarks.  The  honourable  gendc^ 
man,  he  underftood,  when  he  prefented  a  counter-petition  from  the 
fame  place,  on  a  former  evening,«had  accompanied  it  with  his  o\i*n 
animadverlionsy  dating  that  it  had  been  figoed  by  aU  the  pcrfons  of 
refpeiSlabili^y  in  the  neighbourhood,  tie  appealed  to  his  OiWfi  pcr« 
-fonal  l^nowlcdge  for  the  rclpcdairility  of  many  of  thofe  who  had 
Ugncd  the  prcfcnt  petition^  and'afkcd,  whether  he  knew  any  peribnt 
in  the  ncighbourhocxl  more  refpe^ablc  ;  never,  indeed,  was  tbem 
:a  petition,  \yiih  rcfpcdt  to  which  \hc  forms  of  tlfcc  Houie  were  rooce 
'  llriiStfy  adhcced  to.  But  the  honourable  gentleman  had  gone  far- 
•thcr;  he  had  faid  that  a  degree  of  mifchievous  aftivity  had  been 
(hewn  in  procuring. fignaturcs  ;  if  there  was  any  mifchievous  afti- 
iVity,  it  had  been  confined  to  the  other  lule,  wlio  il^kxl  fhofe  who 
•figned  the  prcfent  petition,  No  King^mm^  no  Churcl)^min^  and  dc- 
fcribcd  thehv  as  pcrfons  who  murdcucd  all  Kii^gs*  dcftroyed  ^I  re- 
ligion, dcfpifcd  the  poor,  and  incncafed  laxes,  &c.  He  had  faid 
Jikewife,  •  tliat  thofe  who  had  now  fetitioD^  iof  pcace^  were  held 
in  univcrfal  odium  ;  if  they  hadinctmred  any  <)egree  of  odium,  it 
was  only  in  confcquerkic  of  the  gr^ofe  xniCixprefentatiQn  c£  their  op* 
poncnts^  He  wtflied  to  know  how  the  couiHer-petition  had  been 
oboamcd.  It  had  been  obtained  by  all  the  acts  of  infiuenee,  mif- 
ftatcment,  and  corruption.  It  was  figned  by  many^  u&dcr  the  ide^i 
that  it  was  a. petition  for  peace.  In  one  of  the  neighbouring  vil- 
lages, which. furnifted  above  four  hundred  fignatures,  dicBcUmaa 
wasfent  round  to  invite  all  Churchmen  and  Kingmru  to  iign  a  pD- 
tition  againrt  republicans  and  levellers. 

Colonel  STANLEY  faid,  .that  the  honourable  gcndcman  had 
"Bot  been  prefent  when  he  brought  up  the  countcp-petition  ;  upon 
that  occafion  he  had  not  ihited  his  own  fentiments,  but  only  read 
an  extraft  of  the  Chairman,  who  tranfmittted  him  the  petition.-— 
.When  the  prcfcnt  |>etition  was  put  into  his  liands,  he  a(ked  the  gca- 
4lcmcn  who  brought -it  to  town,  whether  they  wi(hed  that  he  (hould 
fay  any  thing,  on  prcfcntlng  it  ti9  the  Houfe»  tq  whidi  they  anfwor*^ 
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ed  in  the  nc^tivc.  He  acknowlec^ed  that  the  pwfcnt  petition  had 
been  figned  by  many  perfons  of  great  refpe£tability ;  ^s  to  the  boy9 
and  children,  who  had  Itgned  it,  of  them  he  would  fay  nothing. 
He  would  always  ftudy  to  dtichsi^his  duty  as  an  upright  and  indc^ 
pendent  Memb«r. 

Colonel  MAITLAND  fald,  he  would  leave  to  the  Houft  to  de- 
termine whether  the  honourable  gentleman,  by  reading  the  letter, 
did  not  mean  to  make  the  impreflion  that  fuch  were  his  own  frnri- 
ments.  He  would  take  upon  him  to  ftate  that  the  petition  for  peace 
was  not  figncd  by  one  boy  or  child,  whereas  the  counter-petition 
was  ifgned  by  ^any  of  that  defcriptron. 

General  TABLETON  prefented  a  petitfon  from  10,000  mer- 
chants, traders^  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Liverpool ; 
fetting  forth, 

Thnt  the  petitioners,  imprdTcd  with  fcntimcnts  of  the  mod  nnakcrible 
affedHon  for  His  Majefly^n  Royal  peribu  and  tamily,  and  earneitly  lbli« 
citous  k>r  the  preferration  oi  the  conditution  of  thefc  realms,  beg  leav^e 
to  cxprefs  to  the  Houfe  the  anxiety  they  feel  from  the  prcfeiit  (late  of  this 
kingdom  and  its  commerce,  in  coT)fct]ueiice  of  the  war  r  that  tnc  peti- 
ctonerb  cannot  but  deeply  regret  ihat  any  particular  fornriof  Government 
which  may  fubfift  in  France,  ihould  be  confidered  as  an  infuperable  bar 
to  a  ncgociation  for  peace,  on  terms  of  honour  and  advaniage  to  this 
country  :  and  rhercfare  requeuing  that  the  Houfe  will  be  pleafcd  to 
adopt  fuch  meafurcs  as  they  may  think  proper  for  rciloring  to  tlicfc  king- 
doms the  blciEngs  of  peace. 

The  petition  having. been  read. 

General  TARLETON  rofe^  and  faid^  Mr.  Speaker,  in  prcfent- 
ii^  this  petition^  two  points  ftrikc  forcibly  on  my  mind,  to  whicli  V 
defire  tlie  attention  of  the  Houfe,  The  firft  is  of  a  per(bnal  n-atiire, 
the  fecund  of  a  more  general  and  extenfive  defer Jption.  Whilft  I 
explain  myfclf  on  the  firft  fubjc<5t,  I  throw  myfdf  entirely  on  the 
indulgence  of  gentlemen,  affurrng  them,  at  the  fame  time,  that  I 
fhall  comprcfs  what  I  have  to  fay  into  a  very  fmall  compafs  indeed. 
I  am  aware.  Sir,  that  i  am  one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people 
of  England  ;  but  I  wi(h  to  he  undcrftood,  in  fpeaking  upon  this  part 
of  the  fubjefl,  as  one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  Liverptx)!,  more  than 
in  the  general  and  appropriate  charadtcr  of  a  Member  of  this  Houfe- 

From  the  town  where  1  was  born,  and  by  the  pei>ple  amonj^H 
whom  I  was  bred  and  educated,  I  was  fent  a  reprcfentativc  to  Parikr- 
ment.  This  mark  of  their  coniidence  and  attacliinent  gained  my 
gratitude  and  afiedion  ;  and  I  determined  to  watch  over  their  inccreflr 
and  honour,  to  thcbeft  of  my  ability,  and  with  unlhaken  integrity. 
Previous  to  the  commencement  of  hofti  I  ities,  I  fupportcd  the  ftio- v 
tipn  of  my  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fo!t)  for  ne3oci7/ji>n.  I 
was  aware  that,  the  mcrchanu  of  this,  country  haAt.ev^ry  thing,  tx* 
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loTe,  and  notfitnf  to  gain.  My  <)wh  local  knowledge  ef  the  eopaiif . 
which  was  likely  to  be  the  theatre  i>f  war,  toffthex  wkh  the  lnfbf«^ 
mation  I  have  derived  from  hiilotyi  relsltive  to  GantinaiiCal  wai9» 
fuggefted  a  melancholy  foreboding  n{  the  catafitophes  whidi  have 
(ince  happened.  I  therefore  oppofed  the  war,  bicaufe  I  though 
it  contrary  to  the  interell  of  thofe  who  IcDt  me  to  ttus  place  ;  and 
notwithftanding  die  flourifhing  pidturei  of  commerce  ezhibilbd  hf 
the  right  honourable  the  Chancc^or  of  the  Exchequer  in  his  doqucnl 
fpeeches,  I  know  (he  wears  a  decaying  and  mutflated  form  in  Am 
ledgers  of  my  coni>ituent&  I  joppofed  the  ^9wr,  beeaofe  I  diougM 
it  contrary  to  the  intereA  of  my  fellow  towtifaiea  ;  no  rational  or 
ddined  objcA  being  held  out  by  MiniftcTs,  fiom  whkh  prudent  or 
coniiderate  men  could  expedl  any  chance  of  fuocefsj  or  conclqfion 
of  hoAilities.  His  Majefty's  Minifters  were  condantly  (hifting  their 
gioundy  and  quitting  one  foolifh  ptetext  for  another ;  and  therefore 
I  had  reafonable  caufe  for  inferring  that  it  would  be  a  war  of  lofs-^* 
of  calamity — of  horror— and  extermination.  If  I  had  not  thef^ 
powerful  and  urgent  confidcrations  imprefled  upon  my  mind,  the 
conduA  of  the  war  would  alone  have  been  fufficient  caufc  for  ap^ 
poiing'HisMajeAy's  Minifters.  What  canwe<fifcpvcr  in  thecourfo 
of  this  cxtenfive  war,  but  ra(hnefs  and  incapacity  i  The  feDy  of 
Miniflers  has  been  fo  gigantic,  that  it  has  (hrouded  the  martial 
fpirit  of  the  moil  warlike  ilation  in  the  world,  and  reduced  the 
kingdom  to  an  unprecedented  and  highly  dangerous  iituatioA.  Thefe 
are  my  motives-,  explained  as  concifely  as  I  could,  foe  oppofing  the 
war.  I  have  adted  from  the  moft  deliberate  iooniideiation,  and  the 
moft  confcientious  convi<Slion  :  I  have  done  my  duty  4o  my  confti* 
tuents^  and  am  fearlefs  of  the  confequcnces. 
'  With  refpc£t  to  the  other  propofition,  which  is  of  a  more  eiC^ 
tenfive  dcfcripuoni  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  Id 
the  lituaiion  and  fentiinents  of  this  Houfe  and  the  country,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  and  the  fituation  and  feodments  of  the 
Houfe  and  the  country  at  the  moment  at  which  I  am  fpeaking.— ^ 
What  was  the  fituation  of  the  coUntry  at  the  commencement  q£ 
hoililities  ?  Strong  in  men  and  moncy-*->rich  |n  refources^  and  va6* 
nopulizing  ahi\o(t  all  the  commerce  of  the  world.  Whatt  were  the 
fentimcnts  of  this  Houfe  and  the  country  i  I  need  not  now  bivefii* 
giite  whether  there  was  alarm  or  delufion  circulated  waiitonly  and 
mifchievouily  through  the  whole  extent  of  theifland:  that  is  not 
the  queflir^n  I  mean  to  argue  at  this  moment  Suffice  it  to  fsy,  that 
notwithftanding  the  warning  voice  «f  my  ri^t  honourabk  fnend 
(Mr.  Fox),  no  Minifter  ever  had,  in  any  virtuous  or  wicked  cayfe^ 
(o  decided  a  majority  in  this  Houfe,  or  in  Che 


A.  i79f.  DEBATES.  457 

Wbat  Is  the  prtfent  fitintion  bf  QteBtt  Bntain }  A  number  of 
Taluablc  lives  have  been  loA  ^  great  fum»  of  money  have  been  ex^ 
pended ;  the  eommerce  of  the  kingdom  has  been  iajured»  and  at» 
jnoft  deitroyed ;  our  Continental  allies  have  invariably  deceived  us^' 
the  Defpots  oJF  Germany  arc  now  grafping  with  infatiable  avarice  at 
the  milHonaof  Britain^  exaded  from  her  deluded  and  impDverifli^ 
cd  Inhabitants  :  the  chief  Magiftrate  of  Holland  (oite  of  the  States 
we  undertook  to  defend,  one  of  the  j^^exts,  t  may  fay,  for  going 
to  war)  has  been  expelled  Ixom  his  h^h  fituation,  and  has  taken  re-* 
f  uge  in  our  countsy.  What  man  fits  upon  the  Treafuty  benchy  . 
that  does  not  now  abandon  the  deiign  of  invading  France,  and  at-* 
tacking  Paris.?'  Is  it  not  a  h&f  that  the  vifionaty  hopes  of  foreign 
conqued  are  relinquifhcd,  and  that  the  Cabinet  is  now  employed  in 
providing  prote<flion  for  our  own  coafls,  and  drawing  troops  around 
the  metropolis  of  England  ? 

What  arc  the  fentimcnts  of  this  Houfe  and  the  country  at  the 
inoment  at  which  I  am  fpeaking  ?  If  there  was  occafion  to  refer  to 
the  petitions  now  upon  the  table — do  not  the  petitions  and  counter^ 
petitions  agree  as  to  their  objedt  ?  Yes  ;  they^  in  unqualified  terroSj 
aflc  for  peice.  Wiil  any  Minifter  or  Minifteriallft,  any  Alarmer 
or  Alarntift  ;  Is  there  any  man  (o  profligate  or  corrupt  in  this  Houfc> 
who  will  get  up,  and  pronounce  that  the  country  is  now  as  unani« 
mous  for  the  war  as  it  was  at  its  commencement  ?  I  believe  no 
man  poffeircs  nerves  and  front  competent  to  fuch  a  declaratbn.— • 
This,  therefore,  would  be  enough  for  my  argument,  and  for  the 
inference  which  I  (hall  prefcntly  deduce  from  it.  But  thcfe  peti- 
tions, as  well  as  all  the  converfadoii  out  of  doors,  are  proofs  and 
teftimonies  that  the  majority  of  the  countjy  is  decidedly  for  peace* 
The  petitions  of  York,  Manchefter,  Norwich,  Liverpool,  South- 
waitk,  and  London,  are  trumpet-^tongued,  and  proclaim  the  wifhes 
aad  fehtiments  of  the  country. 

With  this  manifcft  dircAion  of  our  <3onftituents  ;  with  this  paU 
pable  alteration  in  the  public  opinion,  coupled  with  the  prefent  ca- 
lamitous fituation  of  oar  foreign  affairs,  doc^  it  not  require  all  the 
vigDUTi  all  die  integrity,  all  the  abilities  of  the  kingdom,  to  rcfcue 
Ac  Slate  from  the  deih'udtion  which  holers  over  it  r  It  does  requite 
'  Ac  aggregate  of  thefe  qualities  and  virtues,  united  with  the  (^ricteft 
attentioii  and  the  fincereil  patriotifm,  to  reftore  Great  Britain  to  hicf 
former  faappincfsj  fplendor,  dignity,  and  power.     What,  therefore^ 
ate  the  moft  likely  meafures  to  call  forth  the  vigour  and  unanimity  of 
the  country,  and  to  produce  fo  defirable  an  end  r  The  oiferlng  peace 
10  the  Frendi,  and  the  committing  the  conduft  of  the  War  into 
•Cher  hands.'    Let  us  offer  pea,cc-to  the  French— let  it  be  a  pcaca 
Vox..  XL,  3  N 
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in  which  England  can  partake  with  fccurity  and  honour.  If  terms 
fuch  as  are  compatible  wifh  the  fafctyand  glory  of  England,  arerc- 
fufedy  when  offered  by  proper  men,  and  in  a  proper  manner,  let  ii» 
look  our  ferocious  enemy  in  the  face— let  us  call  forth  rcfources 
which  thefe  feeble  Minifters  cannot  bring  into  a6Hon — -let  uscallfordi 
thofe  beft  allies  in,  all  wars,  wifdom  and  energy — ^Ict  us  try  to  fiivc- 
the  State,  and  we  (hall  afterwards  have  time  to  punifh  the  au- 
thors of  our  calamities. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table* 
Mr.    B.  GASCOYNE  biought  up  a  counter-petition  of  the 
Gentlemen,  Ckrgy,  Merchants,   Free  Burgcfles,  and  other  ihha- 
bitancs,  of  the  borough  of  Liverpool  ;  fetting  forth. 

That  the  petitioners,  at  a  time  likc/the  prefcnt,  when  certain  pcrfoas 
have  preferred  petitions  to  the  Houfc,  praying  for  the  fpccdy  rcfloration 
of  the  bleilings  of  peace,  feel  themfelves  called  upon  to  declare,  that»  al- 
though they  arc  equally  anxious  for  fo  deiirable  an  events  it  tobeolv* 
tained  upon  fafe  and  honourable  terms^.  yet  they  cannot  but  conceive 
fuch  petitions  as  haviug  a  tendency  to  impede  the  operationa  of  the  £zi> 
ecutivc  Power;  and  to  palfy  its  energy,  thereby  giving"  encouragement 
to  the  common  enemy,  and  protracting  the  attaiitment  ef  the  very  objeA 
they  profcfs  to  advance  ;  and,  with  thofe  fentiments,  the  pe^ttonen  pray 
that  this  Houfe,  to  whom,,  in  conjuntf^ion  with  the  other  two  bcmches 
of  the  Legiiliiturc,  the  petitioners  look  up  with  the  firmeft  coofideocr, 
will  be  plcafed  to  adopt  fuch  vigorous  and  dccifivc  meafures,  as,  in  their 
joint  uildom,  (liall  be  beft  calculated  to  fecure  to  tbcfe  kingdoms  the 
mcflimablc  blellin^sof  an  excellent  conditution,  and  to  continue  to  them 
that  indcpeudcnve  and  external  rcfpcft,  which  arc  cflentially  necei&ry 
to  the  protection  of  our  trade  and  commerce,  and  this  Uor.fe  having,  hf 
a  folemn  vote,  coincided  with  the  defire  uniformly  manifiefied  by  His 
Mdjefly,  to  eil'ed  a  pacitication  bn  }u{l  and  honourable  groumls,  with 
any  Government  in  France,  under  whatever  iorm,.  which  ihaU  appear 
capable  of  mainLaining  the  accuflomed  relatires  of  peace  aod  amity  with 
other  countries,  the  petitioners  humbly  beg  leave  to  exprefs  their  deter- 
miaation  firmlv  aid  iteadily  to  fupport  His  Majclly  in  the  profecution of 
t'.ic  preient  JMiland  necciTiry  war,  until  the  arrival  of  that  happy  period, 
as  affordiu'^  the  only  reafouable  expectation  of  permanent  fccurity  tn4 
peace  to  this  country. 

Ordered  to  lie  upon,  the  table. 

Lord  MORPETrt  prcfcnted  a  petition,  of  which  the  £»Uowii^ 
is  a  copy : 

To  the  Honourable  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain^  in  Padia- 

ment  alTembled*  * 

The  Petition  of  the  underfigned  Freemen  of  the  Cicy  of  Carltfle^ 

Shevvetb, 

That  your  petitioners  underdanding  that  their  naiTnci  are  fubfcrioei 
to  a  petition  to  your  Iionourable  Houie,  entitled,  **  A  petition  from  th« 
Freemen  ot  the  ciry  of  Carlillc,**  aver  that  they  neither  figncd  the  fcid 
p' titioa  thwmrclv'ci|  oor  authorized  any  othicr  perfun  toiig^ic  fol  cboio* 
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and  iodignant  at  ib  grofs  an  impofition,  moft  carneftly  intreat  your  ho- 
nourable Uoufe  will  'Cither  caiife  their  tiamei  to  be  expunged  trum  the 
(kid  petition,  or  order  ihc  petition  itfelf  to  be  withdrawn,  as  to  your  wif- 
dom  iball  (etm  mecu 

Signed, 

Edward  Singling,  John  Wilfon, 

Jamtg  Robinfon,  Tliomas  Cartncr, 

Peter  Wilft^n,  James  Robinfon, 

lohn  Thompfon,  John  CoiiUhard, 

Jofeph  Thompfon,  ]  ohn  -Rodford, 

Thomas  Tinling,  Thomas  Simpfun. 
John.  Simpfon, 

Lord  MORPETH  xnovcd,  diat  the  petition  imglit  fie  upon  thc- 
t-ible. 

Mt.  WALLACE  fald,  that  on  fcconding  the  motion,  he  re- 
gretted that  the  efFed  of  it  could  only  extend   to  expunging  the 
-names  of  the  perfons  who  complained :  he  wilhed  that  it  might  have 
gone  to  the  complete  rejedion  of  the  petition  agai nft  wliich  the  com- 
plaint -was  cSredled.     He  knew,  he  faid,  how.,  valuable  was  the 
nght  of  petitioning  to  the  fubjed^  and  was  as  defirous  as  any  man 
to  encourage  the  exercife  of  it ;  but  there  did  exift  abufes  in  its 
praiSlice,  againd  which  he  tliought  the   indignation  of  the  Houfe 
could  not  be  too  ftrongly  manlfcftcd.     In  the  petition  prefentcd  hy 
thelionourable  gentleman  fome  time  agQ,  a  forcible  initancc  was.  pre- 
iented  ;  and  he  would  venture  t»  declare,  that,  taking  the  circum-  . 
iUnces  now  dated,  in  addition  to  thofe  whickhc  had  die  honour  of 
dating  t^n  a  former  occafion,  a  more  flaunt  and  atrocious  cafe  * 
of  abufe  had  never  claimed  the*  attention  of  Parliament.     The 
grcateft  refpc(3,  he  faid,  was  due  from  the  Houfe  to  the  petifions 
of  the  People,  on  ever)' occafion  ;  but  in  proportion  asthatrefpeft 
was  felt  to  be  due,  in  the  fame  degree  they  ought  to  be  careful  and 
jealous  that  the  petitions  fpoke  the  fair  and  free  fentimcnts  of  the 
pcrfons  whofe  fignatures  they  bore  ;  that  they  had  m>t'bcen  obtain- 
ed, as  in  the  prefent  indance,  by  the  groflfed  mfreprefentation  ; 
that  their  number  had  not  been  fwellcd  by  the  addition  of  the  names 
of  the  dead,  or  fupported  by  the  mod  barefaced  and  audacious  for- 
gery.    He  hoped  and  believed  the   honourable  gentleman    (Mr. 
Curwen)  who  had  prcfented  the  petition,  was  not  privy  to  the  im- 
{>Qdure ;  he   believed  he  did  him  judice,  when  he  faid,  that  he 
thought  him,  on  no  occafioa,  capable  of  giving  his  countenance  to 
fraud  and  falfehood,  and  that  if  he  had  kno\n-n  thcfe  charges  could 
be  fairly  laid  againd  the  petition,  he  would  not  have  prefented  it. 
Who  wcrt  guilty  he  did  not  know  ;  he  was  happy  he  was  ignorant, 
as  he  ftiould  have  been  forry  to  have  been  under  the  neceffity  of  ap« 
flying  to  any  individuals  tliofc  epithets  whidi  every  num  mud  fcjl 
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^ue  to  the  a<^ors  and  contrivers  of  fpch  an  impofition.  .  He  (aid  h^ 
Vtras  glad  that  the  perfons  whofe  names  had  been  abufed>  to  ferve 
purpofes  in  which  they  never  concurred  aihd  did  not  appc0Te»*  had 
felt  the  injury  as  they  ought  to  do  ;  that  they  had  made  a  fotemn 
and  public  appeal  to  that  Houfe  for  redrefs  ;  hecaufe  it  gave  the  cir- 
cumftance  the  greatefi  notoriet)'*^too  public  for  jfae  benefit  of  the 
oountty,  he  was  convinced  it  could  not  be  ;  not  that  it  was  of  great 
importance  whether  this  or  that  obfcure  individual  (et  his  name  to 
a  petition ;  but  it  was  of  importance  thatfo  daring  and  dangerous  an 
impoihire  (hould  be  dete£led  and  expofed  ;  it  might  tend  to  prevent 
iimilar  pradices  in  other  places :  if  the  cafe  was  generally  ^novny 
>tt  he  trufled  it  would  be^  the  example  of  what  had  happened  at 
Carlifle  would  awaken  the  precautions  of  eveiv  part  of  ibc  kingdom 
*  againft  the  like  attempt ;  it  would  convince  men»  ttiat  there  was 
notUng  to  which  the  advocates  for  immediate  peace  were  not  ready 
to  dcTcendy  for  the  attainment  of  their  purpofes  \  it  might  prevent 
that  Houfe  from  being,  in  this  awfiil  nH)mait9  deluded  by  falfe 
^peaiances  of  ftrengtfa  add  numbers*!  from  being  led  to  g^ve  that 
weight  and  influence  to  the  clanrKiurs  of  what  was  perhaps  only 
fcdblt  minorities,  which  was  djseonly  to  the  general  vcicCf  or  d&> 
liberate  fenfe  of  a  great  majority  of  the  people. 

If  any  of  thefe  effe&u  were  produced,  he  might,  be  iaid»  con-^ 
gratulat6  thofe  who  had  taken  &ts  ftcp,  upon  having  rendered  an 
eilential  fervice  to  their  country.  In'  the  fanguine  hope  that  Aefo 
eflfe£b  would  be  produced,  it  was  with  great  plcafure  he  fecondcd 
the  motion  of  his  noble  friend,  that  the  petition  do  lie  upon  thp 
table. 

Mr.  CURWEN  expiefled  his  hope  that  an  inquiry  would  be 
made  by  what  means  thefe  names  bad  been  iigned  to  ibc  petition. 
Hecoold  take  upon  him  to  (late,  dial  never  Was  aiqr  petitipfx 
brought  forward  more  fairly  than  that  of  the  freemen  c^  CarliOe. 
It  was  voted  at'a  puUic  meeting,  at  which  there  were  only  four  dif- 
fentiiig  voices  9  no  folicifation  whatever  bad  been  made  for  Sgna^ 
tures. 

Mr.  WALLACE  faM,  that  no  folicitatlon  had  beea  made  for 
fignatures,  becaufe  it  appeared  that  they  had  put  dgwn  names  witfa^ 
out  afking  kav^. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  wished  very  mudi  for  an  explanation  of  this 
matter,  it  was  a  thing  which  ought  to  be  inquired  into,  and  even 
thofe  who  widied  to  prove  the  truth  6f  this  conq>Iaint,  ought  to  pio« 
mote  an  enquiry.'  He  muft  obferve,  however,  that  the  honour- 
ftbl^  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  had  been  mifinfbrmed  once  already 
upon  another  petitien  ^on  this  voy  fubjed  ^  he  could  not,  thmp» 


fbre,  per&^ly  rely  on  the  acieuracy  of  his  informtion  in  the  prci* 
icnt  infhnce.     With  refped  Iq  the  matter  complained  of^  he  could 
only  fay  that,  if  any  perfons  pwfumcd  to  fct  down  any  names  except 
^ir  own  to  any  petition  prefenced  to  that  Houfe,  they  grosfly  in«< 
fifinged  on  its  privileges,  and  therdbre  he  wiflied  the  matter  to  b« 
inveAigated,  and  nothing  could  follow  if  the  matter  flumid  he  true^ 
but  the  erafure  of  the  names,  and  perhaps  the  puntfhmcnr  of  tha 
perfons  who  were  guilty*  He  muft  alfo  qbferve  that  it  by  no  meant 
followed,  as  of  courfe  from  what  had  already  appeared,  that  thofe 
names  were  inferted  by  the  friends,  of  the  petition ;  for  fuch  an  Inu 
pofture,  with  a  view  to  difccedit  the  sprayer  which  it  contained,  was 
more  likely  to  be  pcaSifed  by  enemies  than  friends  to  the  petition* 
Here  it  appeared  that  the  names  of /even  or  eij^t  perfions  were  fei^ged 
to  a  petition  which  was  ligned  by  fome  hundred  perfonv,  and  he  wai; 
OHwincee  upon  the  face  of  the  tran£i£tion,  that  tfaefb  names  were  not 
entered  by  the  friends  of  the  petition*     The  honoucahle  gentlemait 
had  faid  that  the  advocates  for  peace  would  defcend  to  any  thing. 
Now  he  was  an  advocate  for  peace,  and  hotrufbd  it  was  not  ne«. 
ccflary  for  him  to  fay,  that  he  would  not  deArend  to  any  thing  that 
^fras  improper,  or  that  he  was  more  likely,  on  account  of -what  he 
had  juA  heard,  to  confide  in  any  promifes  that  were  to  be  made  ctff 
the  happy  iflue  of  this  great,  glorious,  and  fuccefsful  war.     With 
rcfped^  to.  what  the  honourable  gentleman  had  been  pleated  to  fey  of 
feeble  minority,  he  confeffed  they  were  but  fcwin  that  Houfe,  but 
he  truflcd  they  were  not  very  feeble  ;  the  manner  in  which  things 
were  managed  out  of  doors,  was  a  little  fingular ;  for  diis  great* 
this  vigorous,  this  triumphant  majority,  never  came  to  any  06 
the  meetings  projoSted  by  this  feeble  minority,  where  the  quefiioa 
of  peace  or  war  was  to  be  agitated ;  perhaps   this   great  majority^ 
were  too  magnanimous   to  infult  this  feeble  minority,  and  ibid 
away  on  that  account ;  and  whenever  they  had  any  petition,  thejr 
proceeded  in  the  moft  open  and  candid  manner,  for  he  would  no( 
fay  that  they  procured  lignatures  unfairly,  but>  he  would  fajt  tbaf^t 
in  the  counter-petitions,  there  did  appear  fomethlng  like  mailage- 
ment,  for,  in  every  one  of  them,  peace  was  mentioned  as  a  thing 
cxeeedingly  defirable,  and  the  only  doubts  were  upon  the  queftion, 
Whether  it  ought  to  be  made  at  this  moment  ?     Whatever  might 
be  conceived  of  the  flate  of  oppofition  to  die  prefent  war  in  that 
Houfe,  he  conceived  that  a  complete  proof  could  be  had  of  wbaft 
was  going  forward  out  of  the  Houfe  by  .the  petitions  that  had  al«> 
ready  been  brought  into  it,  and  Jhe  believed  that,  however  feeble  th« 
minority  might  fecm  to  fume  perfons,  the  people  at  large  would 
WQr  foon  ibow  what  w^r^  thW  fentiments  jjpon  the  war*     It  wat 
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extremely  material  tor  gentlemen  who  looked  to  the  real  Rate  of 
this  country^  to  reReSt  whether,  if  the  war  muft  be  profecutcd,  it 
did  not  behove  Government  totakefome  ftepto  produce  unanimitv, 
and  iathis  view,  he  eonfiderod  opinions  out  of  doors  as  extremely 
important.  With  refped  lo  his  own  opinion  in  that  Houfe,  he 
always  formed  it  for  liimfelf,  upon  die  foeft  view  he  could  take  of 
tiie  queftion  to  be  oonfidered  ;  and  with  refped  to  the  opfinions  of 
pec^le  at  laigc^  he  believed  they  were  not  now  likely  to  be  k>iig 
governed  by  toajmties  in  that  Houfe  or  elfewhere. 

Lord  MORPETH  then  moved,  «  that,  inftead  of  the  pteTcnt 
petition  being  laid  on  the  table»  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  exa- 
mine the  matter  of  a  petition  prefented  to  the  Houfe  on  the  22d  of 
January  lafi,  on  behalf  of  the  freemen  of  Carliflc,  and  report  it, 
as  it  (hall  appear  to  them,  to  the  Houfe." 

Mr.  CURWEN  fuggefted  the  propriety  of  the  Committee  being 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chanoellor  PITT  thought,  Aat  that  would  be  inconve- 
nient, and  that  a  feled  Committee  would  examine  die  fubjcd 
better. 

The  queftion  was  put  and  carried,  and  die  following  Momben 
were  fcledicd  to  be  of  the  Committee  : 

Lord  Morpeth,  Mr.  Hufley, 

Sir  H.  Fletcher,  Mr.  Howrard, 

Mr.  Curwen,  Mr.  Samner, 

Mr.  Braddyll,  Mr.  Martin, 

Mr.  HUSSEY  then  moved,  *^  That  the  account  of  the  extra- 
ordinaries  of  the  army  be  printed  ;"  which,  after  a  (horf  a>nvcrfa- 
tion  between  him  and  the  Chancellor  of  the-  Exchequer,  was 
ordered. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  brought  up  a  copy  of  His  Majefty*s 
order  in  council,  for  layipg  an  embargo  on  all  Britiih  (hips  and 
veffels,  for  the  -better  manning  of  His  Majefty's  navy.  Ordered 
to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HOBART  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
'  Supply.     The  rcfolutions  were  read  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  cbferved  that,  as  public  buftnefs  of  a 
prefling  nature  (the  extraordinaries  of  the  army)  was  to  be  difcuflcd 
to-morrow,  ix  might  be  convenient  thnt  tlie  motion  ofhis  honour- 
able friend,  Mr.  Wilberforce,  on  the  (lave  trade,  might  be  de- 
ferred to  fome  open  day  in  the  next  wdck. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  there  was  no  bufiilefs  of  greater  importaiKc 
than  that  of  the  (lave  trade ;  it  was  now  prc(ring  alfo  in  point  of 
time.     Wc  all  knew  that  the  quedion  had  been  evaded  by  fome 
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means  or  other,  and  die  evafion  had  certainly  put. the  bufinefs  alto^ 
gether  in  very  confiderable  danger*  There  had  been  a  veiy  great 
dels^y  in  this  matter^  perhaps  very  propeily;  he  vms  giving  no  opi*- 
nioa  upon  that  fubjeft  now,  but  that  Houfe  (hould  fuffer  as  li^e 
farther  delay  as  pc^ible^  and^  therefore,  if  the  difcuffion  did  not 
take  place  to-morrow,  he  hoped  it  would  as  foon  afterwards  ad 
poflible. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  (aid,  that  lie  (hould  be  very  forrjr  to 
have  his  intended  motion  delayed ;  but  as  he  would  be  very  forry 
to  inconvei^ence  the  Houfe,^  and  was  defirous  to  oblige  his  right  ho* 
Dourablc  friend^  he  (hould  have  no  objediion  to  po(tpone  his  motion 
to  the  firft  open  day,  provided  he  could  have  an  a(rurance  that  it 
fliould  pyfitively  be  brought  on  upon  die  day  on  which  it  (hould 
now  be  fixed  to  take  place.  He  had,  therefore,,  no  objection  t^ 
waving  his  motion  for  to-morrow,  on  this  condition, 

Thurfday  next  was  fixed  for  the  modon  to  be  brou^t  forwards 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  biU 
for  raifing  men  for  the  navy  out  of  ^  counties  of  Great  Britain;. 
He  faid,  he  took  it  for  granted,  that  gentliemen  being  already  in 
poflcfiion  of  the  printed  bill,  bad  made  up  their  minds  on  the  fubi- 
jeA ;  and  as  it  was  not  his  intention  to  introduce  any  amend- 
ment very  materially  different  from  what  he  had  already  ptopofed> 
hq  did  not  fee  the  necefTity  of  detaining  the  Houfe  by  any  thing  he 
had  to  fay  at  that  time^^  unlefs  he  beard  fome  objections  which  he 
had  not  anticipated. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  the  fa^d  Committee,  and  Lord 
Ardcn  was  in  the  chair. 

Several  gentlemen  fpoke  in  the  Committee  ;  artd  the  principal 
objedt  which  gave  birth  to  a  difference  of  opinion,  feemed  to  be, 
bow  far  they  Ihould  or  (hould  not  depend  on  the  returns  of  the  pa- 
pulation of  the  different  counties  with  refpe6t  to  the  ratio  of  landmen 
that  was  to  be  furnUhed  by  each,  in  confequence  of  the  number  of 
houftfs  paying  taxfs  in  each  county»  which  was  the  criterion  oC 
diflribution  on  which  the  principle  of  the  bill  was  founded. 

Several  amendments  were  propofed*  and  received,  after  which 
die  provifions  were  agreed  too,  and  ordered  to  be  reported. 

The  report  was  received  immediately,  and  then  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  moved.  That  the  report  be  printed  and  taken  into 
further  confideration  on  Monday.— ^Ordered. — He  then  intimated 
that  he  (hould  propofe  that  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday. 

Mr.  CAWTHORNE  propofed  .as  a  claufe  to  die  bill,  diat 
evexy  gendeman  having  three  men  fervants,  (hould  fumifh  one  for 
l&c  fervice  of  thg  navy,  or  pay  the  fum  of  twenty  guineas  {  if  ^ 
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had  fivefervanfii,  ^atbefhould  fimiSn  tm,  ittd ib on  in  ptDpor« 
lion. 

Mr.  CURWEN  was  of  dpiniM,  tbc  claufe  was  a  vcrj"  pioper 
one,  for  diat  the  rich  ought  to  come  forward  in  ftipport  of  this'  war 
more  than  any  other,  for  it  w^s  chiefly  in  fupport  of  their  intcrcfts 
itwas  carried  on.  , 

Mn  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  (hould  feel  it  his  duty  to  objcfl 
Id  this  claufey  and  he  believed  that,  in  opening  the  wsy^  and  means 
on  Monday  for  the  fervice  of  the  year,  he  {hould  convince  gentle- 
men  of  the  dcfcripdon  to  which  the  claufe  referred,  he  had  not  forgot 
diat  they  ought  to  bear  a  confiderable  fliarc  of  the  finelh  burdens  to 
be  laid  on  the  public. 

Mr.  CURWEN  faid,  hewasgtad  the  Minifter  was  determined 
to  tax  the  rich,  but  he  faw  no  reafon  yet  why  the  ciaufc  fhodd  not 
be  adqp^ted  alfo.  He  thought  ftill,  that  people  of  an  elevated  con- 
dition ought  to  come  chearfully  forward  to  bear  the  burdens  of  the 
war,  that  the  -poor  in^ht  be  relieved  as  much  as  poOible.  He 
would  gp  farther,  and  fay  that,  in  his  Opinion,  all  drcumihmces 
confidered,  the  Crown  itfidf  (hoidd  come  forward,  and  contribute 
to  the  fappan  cS  tius  war  ;<  for,  he  thought »  theie  were  times  in 
which  great  conccffions  ought  to  be  made  to  the  people* 

Mr.  CheinoeUor  PITT  then  brought  up  the  new  bill,  for  raifii^ 
men  in  proportion  to  the  tonnage  of  (hips,  &c. 

It  was  naad  a  fiift  and'fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  printed* 

Friday i   loth  Ftbruary, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  brought  up  a  copy  of  His  Majef^'s  order 
in  CouncU,  relative  to  dxe  exportation  and  die  importation  of  wheac 
and  other  grain.-— Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  biought  lip  an  account  of  die 
difiribution  of  the  two  millions  fivef  hundred  thoufand  pounds  voted 
to  be  paid  to  the  JKing  of  Pruffia.*— ^Ordered  l&be  laid  on  die  table. 

Mr.  THORNTON  £tifd,  he  had  had  the  honour  to  prefent  a 
petition,  on  a  former  day,  from  a  great'numbef  of  the  inhabitvits 
of  Southwarkr  againi^  a  forther  pmfecution  cf  the  War,  arid  be  now 
begged  to  prefent  a  counter-petidon  to  that,  ft&ak  a  confiderlUc 
number  of  refpe^ble  inhabitants  in  that  borough,  who  defiled  not 
jBD  be  included  inf  the  objeft  of  the  former  petition  ;  but,  as  tbef 
approved  of  the  principles  in  which  the  war  was  commenced,  fo 
ibef  confided  the  termination  of  it  to  the  wifdom  and  diiaedon  of 
Parliamoit. 

The  petition  was  broOght  up^  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr;  ROSE  pioduccJ  a  copy  of  accounts  of  fums  of  moncy^  due 
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from  this  country  to  the  reprefcntativcs  of  the  late  Mr.  Ofwald^ 
Commtffary  of  a  kte  war  in  Germany,  and  alfo  due  to  the  Land* 
grave  of  Heffe  Caffel.-  On  the  queftlon  being  put  for  laying  die 
accour^s  on  the  table,  # 

General  SMITH  obfervcd,  that  prexnlous  notice  (hould  have 
been  given  of  a  bufinefs  of  this  kind.  Thefe  were  accounts  of  a 
tranfa<f^ion  which  had  taken  place  thirty  years  ago.  One  of  them 
involved  afumof  41,000!.  and  the  other  a  very  large  fum  of  mo- 
ney. He  hoped  that  if  any  thing  was  to  be  voted  on  thefe  accounts^ 
all  the  particulars  ihould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe*  \ 

Mr.  ROSE  obferved  that  the  honourable  gentleman  might  have 
been  aware  fome  days,  that  thefe  accounts  were  to  be  on  the  table^ 
He  had  propofcd  to  bring  them  forward  before,  but  on  thefuggeftion 
of  another  Member  he  withdrew  his  motion  then;  for  the  purpofd 
of  bringing  thefe  accounts  forward,  as  he  had  done  to-day,'  for  in* 
formation  to  the  Houfe  upon  the  fubjcdl,  before  any  vote  was  to  be 
propofed.  If  the  money  ftated  in  thefe  accounts  be  juftly  due,  h^ 
apprehended  that  the  length  of  time  it  l)ad  been  owing,  was  not  to 
be  liigcd  as  a  reafon  for  not  paying  it.  The  account  now  on  the 
table  had  been  attentively  and  carefully  examined  by  Commif&oners» 
tvho  had  approved  of  it.  If  there  was  any  reafon  to  be  given  for 
not  paying  the  money,  the  Treafury  would  not  at  all  con&der  that 
as  a  matter  of  regret ;  but  on  the  other  h^nd,  it  was  necefllary  that 
juftice  (hould  be  done.  If  there  was  any  other  information  in  his 
power,  required,  he  was  ready  to  give  it.— Thfc  accounts  wore  then 
ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table* 

General  TARLETON  faid,  that  he  was  about  to  make  a  ferlcs 
of  motbns,  which  he  Ihould  now  read  to  the  Houfe,  and  which 

were  as  follows : 

That  there  be  laid  before  tliis  Houfe,  a  copy  of  the  return  of  the  ef- 
fectives of  the  Bricifh  army  under  the  command  of  General  His  Royal 
Highnefsthe  Duke  of  York,  ferving  in  Flanders  and  on  the  frontier  o£ 
France,  on  the  i  ft  of  April  1 7^4 ; 

That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  a  copy  of  the  return  of  the  eflec* 
fives  of  the  Britifharniy  under  the  command  of  General  His  Royal  High- 
nefs  the  Duke  of  York,  ferving  in  Flanders  and  on  the  frontier  of  France^ 
on  the  lA  of  April  1 794 ; 

That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  a  copy  of  the  return  of  the  fick 
And  wounded  of  the  Britifli  army  under  the  command  of'  General  Hit 
Soyal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York,  ferving  in  Flanders  and  on  the  fron- 
tier of  France,  on  the  i  ft  of  April  1 794 ; 

That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  a  copy  of  the  return  of  the  ef- 
fectives of  the  Britiih  army  ferving  oil  the  ir<>ntier  of  Holland  and  in 
Flanders,  on  the  1  ft  of  Auguft  1794 ; 

That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  a  copy  of  the  return  of  the  fick 
and  wounded  of  the  Britifti  army  ferving  ou  the  frontier  of  Holland  and 
jm  Flanders,  on  the  x  ft  of  Auguft,  1794. 
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That  there  he  InM  before  this  Houfe,  a  copy  of  the  rctarn  of  the  ef- 
fectives of  the  Britifli  army  Tcrving  on  the  frontiers  of  Holland  and  Wtft- 
phalln,  on  the  ift  of  February,    1795. 

That  there  be  laid  before  ihi3  Houfe,  a  copy  of  the  return  of  all  rcgi- 
tncnrs  and  recruits  fcnt  to  the  (aid  army,  between:  the  ift  of  April,  f  794* 
and  the  xll  of  February,  1795* 

The  firft  motion  being  read,  the  qiieftion  upon  it  was  put,  an4 
the  Houfc  divided  :— 

For  the  rnotion  1 1  ;  Againft  it  64. 

Upon  the  fccond  motion  the  Houfe  divided  again : 
Fdr  the  motion  18  ;  Againft  it  86. 

The  confidcration  of  the  petition  from  Carliflc,  on  the  right  of 
cleflion,  was  deferred  to  the  3d  of  March  next. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  moved,  "  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be 
prefented  to  His  Majcfty,  praying,  that  he  will  be  gracioufly  plcafcd 
to  give  dirc6lions  that  tliere  be  laid  before  the  Houfc^a  copy  of  a 
treaty  concluded  between  His  Mnjefty  and  the  Duke  of  Brunfwidt.* 
^— Ordered.  * 

He  moved  afterwards,  "  That  the  copy  of  the  inftniment  rcfpcSEt- 
ing  the  kingdom  of  Corfica  now  on  the  table  be  printed." — Ordered. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  on  the  bill 
.for  fupplying  the  navy  out  of  various  fhips,  in  a  certain  proportion 
according  to  their  tonnage. 

The  bill  paffed  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  in  a  formal 
manner ;  and  the  Report  was  received  immediately,  and  ordered  to 
be  priftted ;  and  then 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  "  That  the  Report  be  rcconfi- 
dered  this  day  fe'nnis^ht." — Ordered. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  moved  the  order  of  the  dar, 
for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfclf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfc, 
to  confider  farther  of  a  fupply  to  be  granted  to  His  Majefty. 

The  Houfe  being  in  a  Committee,  he  moved,  that  the  fum  of 
3,063,9681.  be  granted  to  His  Majefty  towards  defirayir^  the  ex- 
traordinaiy  expenccs  of  the  land  forces,  &c.  from  December  I793» 
to  December  1794. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  obferved  an  account  of  fums  paid  upon  bills  which 
were  drawn  upon  Mr.  Brook  Watfon,  to  the  enormous  amount  of 
1,189,0001.  and  he  afterwards  obferved  an  account  of  bills  drawn 
by  Mr.  Watfon  to  theftill  more  enormous  amount  of  1,900,000!. 
.—Now  he  wifhed  to  know,  whether  the  firft  account  was  alone 
con  fin€d  to  the  extra  expenccs  of  the  year  1793,  and  the  lat- 
ter '^^ccount  to  be  claimed  under  the  current  expenccs  of  the  prcfcnt 
year,  and  whether  tlicy  were  joint  br  feparatc  accounts,  that  is  U> 
fay,  whether  the  fum  of  1,189,00©!.  was  to  be  included  in  the 
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accoant  of  bills  drawn  to  the  amount  of  x^QoOfOOoL, or  whether 
they  were  diiHn<ft  and  feparatc  accounts  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  all  the  bills  were  drawn  be* 
fere  the  24th  of  December,  1794,  and  were  of  cpurfe  to  be  ar- 
ranged in  the  accounts  of  that  year  j  but  as  all  the  bills  have  not 
been  yet  received,  fo  the  precife  ftatemcnt  of  the  whole  account 
could  not  yet  be  given. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  hoped  whenever  a  precife  ftatcment  could  be  given 
of  the  amount,  that  an  account  of  tlic  application  of  it  would  be 
given  alfo. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  Mr.  Brook  Watfon  would 
of  courfe  give  an  account  of  the  application. 

Colonel  MAITLAND  obfcrvcd,  that  a  very  large  fum  of  mo- 
ney was  expended  at  Toulon,  and  another  very  large  fum  in  the. 
Weft  Indies,  and  he  hoped  there  would  be  no  ohjcflion  to  lay  the 
detail  beibre  die  Houfe  much  more  explicitly  than  appeared  atprefenr.* 
He  wifhcd  to  know  whether  the  Houfe  was  to  have  complete  in- 
formation  upon  all  the  fubjedts  npw  before  the  Committee,  parti* 
cularly  as  to  the  difference  which  had  been  faid  to  fubftft  between  tho 
treatment  of  different  regiments,  upon  which  he  mui\  fay  a  word 
or  two  hereafter;  but  firft  he  muft  obferve,  that  with  regard  to  the 
expenditure  of  money  in  the  Weft  Indies,  it  appeared  to  him,  that 
during  the  whole  of* the  year  1794,  when  we  got  Mardnique, 
Guadaloupe,  and  St.  Domingo^  it  only  cod  us  191,000!.  whereas 
Che  extraordinary  expenditure  at  Toulon  amounted  to  40o,oooL 
This  appeared  to  him  to  be  very  (ingular,  and  .he  wifhed  to  know 
whether  the  Houfe  were  to  have  proper  information  upon  that  fub- 
jecl.  There  were  two  other  points  on  which  he  muft  make  a  few 
obfervations— A  large  fum  of  money  Was  paid  to  a  Member  of  that 
Houfe,  an  honourable  gentleman,  for  whom,  as  an  individual  he 
had  the  higheft  refpccSl,  both  for  his  military  talents,  and  his  private 
virtue  ;  a  gentleman  who  had  diftinguiflicd  himfelf  in  the  laft  war. 
This  gentleman  (he  alluded  to  Colonel  Fullarton)  was  paid  1 5,0001. 
now,  for  what  he  did  fifteen  years  fince ;  now  it  was  rather  ftrange 
that  he  had  not  been  paid  before,  and  that  fuch  an  account  as  this 
(houid  come  forward  at  this  particular  period.  He  did  not  fay  it 
was  improper,  for  he  muft  repeat,  that  he  had  too  much  efteem  for 
that  brave  officer  and  excellent  man,  to  fay  any  thing  againft  him 
pcrfonally ;  but  yet,  as  a  Member  of  that  Hgufe,  he  muft  fay  the 
matter  required  explanation.  Had  not  Colonel  Fullarton  at  the 
time  he  raifed  die  troops  received  the  fame  bounty,  that  was  given 
to  other  officers?  Another  part'of  his  obfervations  was  dii^inclly 
j^ire^ted  to  the  cxtraordinaries  of  the  army,  under  the  head  of  the 
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foreign  and  Emigrant  corps.  He  had  underftood,  he  &id,  tiiat 
our  own  troops  beheld  thefe  corps  with  a  great  degree  of  jcaloufy, 
bccaufe  it  was  generally  believed  that  the}'  were  more  fevouied  than 
our  regiments j  and  therefore  he  conceived  fome  explanation  ought 
to  be  given.  The  Emigrant  corps,  he  believed,  were  not  fo  com* 
plcte  as  thty  were  ftatcd  in  the  accounts  before  the  Houfe,  and  he 
wiftied  to  know  how  the  returns  of  thefe  corps  were  afcertained) 
Whether  they  had  the  fame  checks  in  their  payment  as  the  Britiih 
tro<)ps?  And  whether  the  officers  or  men  had  more  emoluments  ? 
He  wirtied  not  to  have  a  lumping  fum  of  ten  regiments,  but  a  re- 
gular return,  as  was  ufual  in  every  Britiih  regiment. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  advifed  the  honowaNc  gentle- 
man to  rc<9iify  a  miftake  he  was  likely  to  fall  into  by  not  diAinguifli- 
ing  thofe  emigrant  companies  fervlng  under  the  Duke  of  York  from 
thofc  which  a61ed  under  his  (the  Secretary's)  immediate  infpeSion. 
They  were  included  in  different  ftiatcments  ;  for  .of  thofc  upon  the 
comment  he  could  not  fpeak  fo  pofitively,  either  as  to  their  conftruc- 
tion  or  their  pay,  In  rrgard  to  their  condition,  he  did  not  under- 
fhind  they  were  on  any  better  footing  than  the  Britiih  troops,  but 
gather  the  contrary.  He  was  abroad  lail  fummer,  when  he  (hould 
certainly  have  heard  of  the  complaints  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  mentioned,  if  there  had  been  any  reafon  to  complain  ^  but 
ia  his  converfations  with  the  Briti(h  officers  he  had  n<ver  heard  the 
j^mark  which  the  honourable  gendeman  had  dated,  and  from  what 
he  did  hear  he  had  reafon  to  furmife  they  were  in  every  refped  be- 
tew  our  own  troops.  As  to  the  advantages  the  officers  ware  faid  to 
poffefs  in  preference  to  our  own,  he  could  affirm  that  fuch  w«s  not 
the  cafe.  He  knew  the  rule  was  not  to  exceed  the  pay  and  allowt 
ance  of  the  Britiih  tioops. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  with  r^ard  to  the  detail  of  the 
bills  when  they  came  from  the  CommyTioners,  he  Ihould  not  have 
the  fmallcft  diiincli nation  to  lay  them  before  the  Houfc,  if  any 
gentleman  (hould  dcllre  if.  He  had  no  doubt  but  that  the  Com- 
miffioncrs  would  tranfmit  their  accounts  with  all  the  difpatch  pof- 
fible  ;  and  upon  this  luhjotit  he  was  happy  in  rcflefling  that  late  re- 
gulations had  enabled  gentlemen  to  underftand  the  expenditure  of 
this  branch  of  the  public  fervice,  in  a  manner  much  fup^rior  to 
fijrmer  periods,  and  nothing  could  be  more  his  wiih  than  that  gen- 
tlemen (hould  have  the  benefit  of  that  regulation,  in  order  to  form 
their  opinion  upon  the  fuhjedt.  With  regard  to  what  had  been  faid 
Illative  to  a  fum  of  money  given  to  an  honourable  Member  of  that 
floufe,  he  mu(t  obferve  it  was  not  for  raiftng  men,  that  the  charge 
wa§  made  i  die  truth  was,  tliat  n^any  wordiy  nwn,  now  iv*  morei 
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wcrt  perfe^SHy  fatisfied  with  the  merit  of  the  fervice  for  'wi^ich  this 
fum  was  paid.  In  the  courfc  of  the  laft  war,  that  honourable  gen- 
denum  was  employed  in  a  fer\ncc  of  great  fccrccy,  in  the  courfe  of 
which  he  advanced  a  large  funri  of  money  out  of  his  own  pocket« 
He  was  employed  by  the  Earl  of  Guilford  ;  he  went  abroad,  and 
when  he  returned,  fome-difficulty  arofe  from  the  nature  of  the  fer- 
▼icc,  and  perhaps  the  matter  was  not  invcftigated  as  readily  as  it 
might  have  been.  A  reference,  however,  was  afterwards  made  to 
Commiffioners  appointed  for  that  purpofc,  and  they  reported  on  the 
merits  of  the  fervice,  as  well  as  tlieir  opinion  on  the  intereft  due  for 
the  money  advanced  by  that  honburable  gentleman,  for  all  which 
it  appeared  that  the  fum  of  15,000!.  was  by  no  means  an  extra- 
vagant allowance.  The  Houfe,  if  it  was  defircd,  Ihould  fee  tin? 
Report  of  the  Commiffioners ;  and  he  (hould  now  only  fay,  that 
the  payment  of  this  money  a)uld  not  be  delayed  l^ithout  injuflice. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  he  conceived  fomc  explanation  to  be  neccf- 
fery  uith  refpedl  to  the  large  extent  of  particular  fums.  He  could 
not  help  adverting  to  what  had  been  remarked  by  his  honourable 
friend,  the  enormous  expcnces  incurred  ar  Toulon  in  comparifon 
with  thofe  that  had  been  employed  for  the  fervice  of  tlic  Weil  In- 
dies. As  to  the  money  granted  to  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot. as  Civil  Com- 
miffioner  to  France,  he  did  not  conceive  that  after  the  ev:\cu^tion  of 
Toulon  fuch  an  office  was  ncccflary,  though  he  found  that  he  had 
received  the  falary  till  the  time  that  he  had  been  appointed  \  ic»  roy 
of  Corfica.  Now  that  a  new  office  had  been  created  for  hint  he 
fuppofed  that  he  no  longer  remained  Civil  Commift'oner.  With 
Tcfpcit  to  the  money  that  had  been  fo  long  due  to  Colonel  Fiillarton, 
it  was  rather  furprifing  that  he  (lK)uld  not  hnve  been  able  f'»oner  to 
cAabliih  his  claims.  It  was  now  fiatcd  to  have  been  due  lor  fifteen 
years,  during  the  grcntcft  part  of  which  the  honourr.ble  gentleman 
had  been  in  this  country,  and  had  the  farther  advant^^pe  of  urging 
his  claims  as  a  Member  of  that  Houfe,  and  that  he  (hould  have  been 
able  all  at  once  in  the.  courfe  of  this  feffion  to  render  his  claims  fo 
tnuch  more  intelligible  than  at  any  former  period,  was  rather  fome- 
thing  unaccountable.  Great  ftrefs  was  laid  on  the  authority  of  the 
late  Lord  Guilford  in  the  prcfent  inftancc,  from  which  it  would 
appear  that  greater  attention  was  paid  to  the  authority  of  that  no- 
ble Lord  now  that  he  was  dead,  then  had  been  paid  when  he  was 
living.  There  was  only  one  point  more  to  which  he  Ihould  advert ; 
he  thougnt  that  the  emigrant  corps  r.iifed  under  the  btil  of  laft  year  . 
ought  not  to  exift  at  all.  Since  that  bill  palTed,  circumftances  had 
materially  varied.  Tiie  late  declaration  of  Minifters,  that  they 
Ifcre  ready  to  treat  with  any  form  of  Government  in  France  capabb 
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of  maintaimng  the  accuAomed  relations  of  peace  and  amitf,  though 
^  he  did  not  think  it  fuiiiciently  explicit,  went,  however,  to  ftate  that 
any  hopes  of  the  emigrants  as  to  the  reftoration  of  the  ancient  fyftem, 
-weie  now  dcfperatc.  How  far  then  was  it  confident  with  honour 
or  policy  to  employ  thecn  under  the  idea  of  fighting  (or  a  caufe  which 
was  completely  out  of  the  queftion  ?  If  Minifters  were  ready,  as  they 
profefiedy  to  treat  wid\  any  Government,  whether  an  Ariflocracy 
or  a  Dcnnocracy,  to  the  cxcluflon  of  all  the  hopes  of  the  emigrants, 
io  continue  to  employ  them  under  the  bill  of  lad  year,  was,  in  his 
mind,  contrary  to  policy,  juftice,  and  humanity,  and  he  (hoold 
tfiereibre,  when  the  vote  was  propofed,  giveiiis  negative  to  the  fum 
appropriated  for  tliis  fervice. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  -replied  to  the  different  points  adverted  to 
by  the  laft  right  honourable  fpeaker.  He  ftated,  that  after  the  c%'a* 
cuation  of  Toulon,  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  had  been  employed  on  public 
bufinefs  in  Italy,  and  had  continued  to  be  er^ged  in  very  important 
fervices  till  the  time  that  he  was  appointed  Viceroy  of  Corfica.  It 
w:i$  difficult  to  account  for  the  amount  of  expenccs  till  the  particulars 
were  before  the  Houfe  ;  but  when  it  was  confidered  that  we  had  got 
joRcSum  of  Toulon  chiefly  in  confcquence  of  the  preffure  of  famine, 
and  that  a  very  large  force  were  on  the  fpur  of  the  occafion  to  be 
fupplicd  with  provifions,  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  that  the  expence 
of  this  fervice  ftiobld  be  confidcrably  greater  than  in  the  cafe  of  ex- 
peditions, where  the  provifions  were  fupplted  from  this  country. 
As  to  the  emigrants,  he  contended  that  the  declarations  of  the  laft 
and  of  the  prefent  year  were  pcrfcftly  confiftent.  Whether  there 
were  tlie  fame  hopes  of  fuccefs,  or  the  fame  expediency  in  retaining 
them  in  our  fervice,  as  when  they  were  firft  employed,  were  mere 
qucftions  of  policy.  Minifters  had  not  pledged  thcmfelves  to  the 
emigrants  to  rcftore  the  old  form  of  Government ;  they  had  laft  year 
on  paffing  the  bill  difclaimed  any  fuch  pledge.  At  the  fame  time 
if  any  opportunity  fhould  unexpe6lcdly  prefent  itfelf  of  bringing  back 
die  ancient  fyftcm,  they  did  not  fay  tliat  they  would  not  employ 
them  for  that  purpofe.  If  this  country  was  led  from  compaffion  to 
smaintain  a  large  body  of  emigrants,  was  it  not  fair  that  it  fhould 
avail  itfelf  of  their  fcrviccs  in  any  w^y  in  which  th^y  could  be  ren- 
dered ufeful  to  the  common  caufe  r 

Mr.  HUSSEY  remarked,  that  fome  of  the  fums  were  charged 
in  a  very  indefinite  manner,  viz.  to  the  Deputy  Pay-Mafters  in  the 
Weft  Indies,-  without  fpecifying  tlie  names  of  thofe  Pay-Mafters. 
He  alfo  animadverted  upon  the  immenfe  fums  charged  as  cxtraordi- 
narics  in  Jamaica,  and  in  the  Bahama  Iflands. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  with  rcfpoSl  to  tbc  fum 
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charged  for  extraordinaries  in  Jamaica^  it  (hould  be  rccollcdted  that 
a  confiderable  part  of  the  cxpcnccs  of  the  expedition  to  St.  Doiinin- 
go,  was  defrayed  in  Jamaica,  which  accounted  for  the  largencfs  of 
the  fum  charged.  As  to  the  expences  incurred  for  the  Baliairai 
Iflandsy  it  would  be  found,  that  they  were  not  greater  than  the  exi- 
gence of  the  fervicc,  and  the  neceffary  preparations  of  defence  re- 
quired. The  other  alluded  to  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  viz- 
thc  fums  charged  by  the  Deputy  Pay- Matters,  the  particulars  of 
them  might  be  called  for  when  the  accounts  of  the  Deputy  Pay- 
Mafters  were  given  in. 

•    Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  he  (hould  not  know  how  to  call  for  them, 
as  they  were  not  charged  to  any  particular  perfon. 

Mr.,  STEELE  explained  to  the  Houfe  why  the  fums  were  charged 
to  the  Deputy  Pay-Mafters,  without  naming  them :  the  reafon  was, 
that  the  Deputy  Pay-Maftcr  had  o(jpafion  to  come  to  England  upon 
fotifinefs,  and  there  was  a  perfon  appointed  to  act  in  his  room,  and 
afterwards  a  third  perfon  was  appointed. 

Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN  took  notice  of  an  account  that  had 
been  ftanding  undetermined  for  many  years  ;  it  was  for  fums  due  to 
-a  gentleman  who  had  been  Governor  of  Cape  Breton  ;  and  called 
home  to  anfwer  certain  accufations  ;  he  had  been  now  for  feven  or 
eight  years  demanding  a  condemnation  or  acquittal,  and  the  fettle* 
ment  of  the  fums  due  to  him,  wi^out  being  able  to  obtain  either. 
.He  was  conftantly  told  that  he  was  a  very  meritorious  charadcr, 
and  that  he  (hould  be  recommended  to  His  Maje%,  and  in  the 
mean  time  was  reduced  to  the  brink  of  ruin.  If  this  bu(inefs  (hould 
not  be  taken  up  by  the  I^xecutive  Government,  he  (liould  think  it 
his  duty  to  bring  It  before  the  Hpufe. 

Mr.  FOX  wifhed  to  know  if  all  hopes  of  tlie  expedition  againft 
the  coa(t  of  France  under  Lord  Moira  were  now  given  up,  whether 
in  point  of  oeconomy  it  would  not  be  proper  to  apply  to  fome  other 
fervice  the  troops  defined  for  that  txpedition,  which  had  only  tended 
to  cripple  our  other  exertions.  Guadaloupe  was  now  loft,  and  St* 
Domii^o,  it  was  to  be  feared,  would  quickly  follow.  Ought  wc 
then  ftill  to  keep  up  preparations  which  there  was  no  profped  of  be- 
ing able  to  ufe  with  any  advantage,  when  the  force  which  now  re- 
mained ina6Uve,  was  wanted  for  fervice  in  anodier  quarter  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid  there  was  no  mode  of  arguing  thit 
point  without  going  into  all  the  xrircumftances  conncfted  with  that 
expedition,  which  at  prefent  was  impoflTiblc ;  he  trufted,  however, 
that  a  time  would  come  for  the  difcufTion,  when  it  would  appear 
that  fuch  circumftances  had  occurred  from  time  to  time,  as  perfddiljr 
jufiiiied  Minifters  in  keeping  up  thofe  preparations*     As  to  the  fad. 
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the  troc^$  under  Lord  Moirai  fo  far  from  being  u&Ie(s,  had  been 
active  on  the  Continent  during  fome  part  of  laft  campaign ;  they  had 
at  different  times  fupplied  reinforcements  to  the  army  abroad^  which 
fcaJ  been  replaced  by  frefh  levies ;  and  he  dated  that  to  retain  fuch 
a  depot  of  furce^  always  at  hand,  and  under  the  conduit^  of  fo  able 
^  Commander,  was  a  circumflance  of  coafid^able  confequence  to 
the  internal  defence  of  die  country. 

General  SMITH  faid,  he  was  forry  to  find  tliat  fuch  laige  fuin» 
had  been  laid  out  in  fordfications  in  the  Bahama  Iflands,  and  he 
thougl.t  it  improper  that  fo  great  an  expence  fliould  be  incurred  withr 
out  the  previous  approbation  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  coriceivcd  that  he  had  been  mifunderltood; 
he  did  not  lay  that  all  the  fum  charged  had  been  laid  out  in  fottify-' 
ing  the  Bahama  lilands  ;  he  faid  it  had  been  expended  in  making 
the  ncceflary  preparations  for  their  defence.  He  s^eed  with  the 
honourable  General,  that  it  was  not  proper  for  Governors  to  take 
upon  themfclvcs  to  eredl  fortifications  ;  and  indeed  every  pracautio9 
was  conftantly  taken  by  Government  to  prevent  it,  by  ftriftly-for- 
biddinn;  it  in  their  inllru^ions.  But  at  the  fame  time  it  was  fomcp- 
times  necefTary  for  a  Governor,  on  the  prciTure  of  immediate  dan^ 
gcr,  to  ercdt  fortitications,  and  therefore  it  mud  in  fome  degree  be 
left  to  the  difcretion  of  the  Governor,  as  it  was  one  of  thofc  thingi 
which  could  not  with  fafcty  be  wholly  prevenicd. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  obfcrved,  tliat  the  CKpenccs  incurred  in  taking 
meafures  for  the  defence  of  the  Bahama  Iflands,  were  entirely  joSir 
iiable ;  becaufc  lad  year,  when  an  armament  was  fitted  out  by  the 
French  from  a  place  from  which  he  looped  dicjr  never  would  fit  out 
another,  it  was  doubtful  whether  their  obje6^  was  to  attack  Hallifas 
of  to  proceed  againft  the  Bahama  Iflands.  Under  thcfc  circumftan- 
ces  it  was  certainly  pmper  to  take  every  means  of  putting  thofe  iflands 
in  the  belt  pofTible  ftate  of  defence. 

General  TARLETON  Cxid,  that  if  the  troops  under  Lord  Moira 
had  been  fot^ner  detached  to  the  Continent,  they  might  have  fkved 
Nieuport,  and  averted  the  unhappy  fate,  of  the  emigrants ;  as  it  was, 
they  did  not  arrive  till  Ollcnd  had  fallen.  He  remarked  that  the 
Chancellor  of  tlie  Exchequer  had  lad  year  flated  that  the  (urn  of  ei^ 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  then  voted  for  extraor-dinacies,  would  be 
amply  fufScicnt  for  the  fervicc  of  the  year.  In  tjic  prefeotdiiaibous 
date  of  affairs,  the  Houfe  were  called  upon  to  vote  three  millions; 
he  fuppofed  that  the  demand  \youId  rife  in  propoition  as  the  (Uiiation 
of  the  countr}'  became  more  calamitous  and  difbrdling,  and  Chat  next 
year  a  vote  would  be  propofed  of  nine  millions. 

Colonel  MAITLAND  lamented  to  fee  the  cnprBK>MS  eiqieoccf 
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liioiirml  Ibr  butldti^  ^rracki.  Ht  wsks  fare,  that  when  the  tiovfe 
fiift  gave  their  aiEmt  to  this  p\zti  o(  building  barracks  they  were  not 
aware  of  the  extent  to  whldh  tt  would  be  carried.  The  Houfe  would 
be  afiomlhed  to  ho^r  that  there  had  been  alrnldj  above  5oo,oooU 
expended  for  that  pufpofei  But  this  was  not  the  only  expence ; 
fur  there  was  a  d^ree  of  patronage  annexed  to  every  barrack,  itl 
4ie  appointment  of  barrack-mafiets,  &c.  The  motley  thus  laid  out 
%oold  have  been  fufficiefit  to  ihdemiiify  the  innkeepers  for  their  lofTed 
in  having  feldicrs  quartered  upon  them ,  and  the  country  might  have 
been  faved  (torn  the  dangerous  and  unconftttudoital  plan  of  building 
barracks. 

•  Mr.  Chatkxllor  TlTT  faid  diat  whenever  this  fubjedl  came  to  be 
fidly  bvefiigatedy  he  would  contend  that  the  money  laid  out  in  the 
eredien  of  harracks  had  been  mbft  beneficially  expended — He  was 
perfeAty  willing  that  every  account  that  Could  be  called  for,  Aiould 
be  bid  before  the  Houfcy  becaufe  he  was  fufe  that  the  more  gentle* 
flsen  confidered  the  fubjedt,  tfie  more  they  Would  be  fatisiied,  that 
both  with  refpe^l  to  Ate  health  and  the  difciplioe  of  the  tnx)ps,  the 
tfoAion  of  barracks  would  prove  highly  advantageous,  exdufive  of 
'tile  other  aigumenti  of  the  great  hardfhips  under  which  innkeepers 
Md  publicans  laboured^ 

Mr*  W.  SMITH  cited  fomc  paffages  Itom  Blackflone's  Com- 
inetttartesy  to  prove  diat  barracks  were  dangerous  to  the  liberties  0/ 
the  people. 

The  refotution  was  put  arid  agreed  to* 

Mr.  WINDHAM  moved,  tiiat  a  fum  rtotexeccding  427,629!* 
be  granted  to  His  Majefty  to  defray  the  expence  of  raifing,.  &c.  corps 
of  emigrants,  parfuant  to  the  2,&  pafled  laft  year. 

Colonel  MAITLAND  repeated  his  obfcrvation,  of  their  being 
hetter  treated  than  the  Englifh  troops. — He  wiftied  the  Houfe  was 
in  poflfeflion  of  fome  more  dear  intelligence  as  to  the  number  and 
flaCe  of  that  body  of  troops. 

Mr.  WINDHAM,  in  reply,  faid,  that  in  refpcft  to  die  emi- 
grant corps  employed  in  the  fcrvlcc  of  this  country*  the  whole  of 
the  expence  was  not  fuperior  to  an  equal  number  of  our  own  troops^ 
and  that  the  mod  faiisfc<Sory  information  on  this  head  could  be  af- 
Ibrded  the  honourable  gentleman,  if  the  fame  was  demanded. 

Major  MAITLAND  obfervcd,  the  right  honourable  Secretary 
did  not  anfwer  as  to  one  particular,  namely,  whether  the  arrears  of 
the  emigrant  corps  had  been  put  on  the  fame  footing  with  hofc  of 
die  Britifh  troops?  The  eftabliftimcnt  of  the  emigrant  corps  he 
thought  fo  vague  and  undetermined,  that  he  would  himfclf  make  a 
motion  on  a  future  dav,  to  fix  die  fame  fpecifiv^lly. 

Vot.  XL.  '  3  P 
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Mr.  WINDHAM,  in  reply,  faid,  that  all  die  Rg^mentt  in- 
cluded in  the  paper  on  the  table  were  entirely  on  the  fiont  tocAag. 

The  remaining  refolutions  were  afterwards  fepanlely  put  and  car- 
ried ;  and  -the  Report  on  the  fanne  ordered  t»  be  biou^t  up  on 
Monday  next. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  faid,  that  before  the  Committee  dif- 
Solved,  he  (hould  make  a  motion  that  the  Aimof  3cool«be 
tothc,I3oard  of  AgricoKure — Agreed  to. 

Monday,   23^  Felruary. 

Colonel  AfAITLAND  moved  for  a  copy  of  the  agreement 
tered  into  with  certain  officers,  tor  laifing  a  corps  of  emigrates* 
Ordered. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  moved  that  that  part  of  die  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  Supply,  .which  related  to  the  15,000!.  paid  to  Co*- 
loncl  Fullarton,  for  ferviccs  performed  fifteen  years  ago,  be  printed^ 
in  order  that  an  examinadon  mig^it  be  made  into  the  validky-  ct  ibc 
employment,  and  the  performance  of  the  duty. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  ligrufied  mo  unwilUngnds  to  alTent. 

Mr.  FOX  faid  he  had  po  oppofition  to  make  to  this  motion^  but 
he  doubted  whether  it  would  lead  to  all  the  informatian  that  m^^ 
be  requifite,  in  order  to  undcrftand  the  matter  fuUy*  It  was  rather 
extiaordinary  that  this  buiincfs  had  not  been  fettled  before. 

Mr.  HOBART  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Commtttec  of 
S.pply. 

On  reading  that  part  of  it  whkdi  allowed  to  Sir  Gilbeit  EUiot  a 
large  i\)m  of  moncy^ 

Mr.  FOX  faid  this  was  a  point  which  required  iarther  explana- 
tion. He  obfcrxed^  that  he  believed  ^r  Gilbert  Elliot  was  em- 
ployed for  civil  afF^rs  in  France ;  he  did  not  know  why  he  was 
employed,  nor  did  he  know  any  thing  of  the  utility,  of  his  employ* 
ment.  He  was  employed  too  in  Italy  by  His  Majefty.  It  was  a 
proper  employment  perhaps,  and  he  might  be  a  proper  perfon  far  it, 
but  thcfo  were  not  qucfiions  now  before  that  Houfc*  The  King's 
civil  lift  was  given  him  to  enable  His  Majefty  tocanyon  diplomatic 
c  )nccrns ;  if  that  civil  lill  was  too  narrow,  it  fliould  be  enlaiged* 
But  nothing  could  be  clearer  than  this,  that  the  ferviccs  ihould  be 
kept  dillind.  He  therefore  thought  this  chaigc,  as  far  as  it  went, 
irregular ;  it  was  true  the  fum  was  finally  but  that  was  no  apok^ 
for  a  deviation  from  a  clear  and  a  well-c(labli(hed  principle ;  dus 
fum  of  mt>ncy  was  given  to  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  for  plate  and  equipagCy 
^nd  it  was  chaigeable  only  on  the  civil  lift.  It  was  for  purpofes* 
of  this  kind  diat  the  civil  lid  was  in(litu(ed|  out  of  which  the  jCii^ 
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inms  bound  to  provide  fot  thcfe  expcnces.     If  the  civtl  Kit  was  toa ' 
fittfldli  it  ought  to  be  made  larger.     Tfaefe  points  fhould  be  made 
dear,  but  it -was  wrong  to  tax  the  Public  in  this  irregular  manner. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  admitted  the  diftindion^  made  by  Mr. 
^&x.  to  be  juft,  generally  fpeaking.  The  vote  propoied  m  this  re- 
folution  was  very  trivial.  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  had  been  employed 
on  veiy  important  fervices,  in  confcqueilccof  certain  circurnftanecs 
arifing^ut  joI  the  war  in  France.  He  was  employed  alfo  on  1m--  • 
poitant  fcrviccs  in  Italy,  previous  to  his  appointment  of  Viceroy  of 
Corfica  ;  and  the  quefiion  here  was,  Whether  in  the  interval  between 
thefe  employments  the  rule  ihould  be  kept  up  witli  fuch  ftri^tncfs 
and  nicety  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  inflf^cd  ?  For  his  part 
he  faw  no  praAical  utility  in  obferving  that  nice  diftittction  in  this  * 
inftance. 

The  refdldtions  in  the  Report ^icre  then  all  Tcad  and  agreed  to. 

General  SMITH  moved,  that  the  memorials,  &c.  relative  to 
the  officers  in  india,  be  printed.**— Ordered. 

The  Houle  then  proceeded  to  take  into  fiirthcr  eonfideration  the 
Report  of  the  bill  for  fupplying  the  navy  with  landmen  out  of  the 
difFcrent  counties  ;  but  theChancdlor  of  the  EKchcquer  obferving  it 
might  delay  the  other  importaAt  bufinefs  of  the  day,  it  was  poft*  ' 
poned. 

The  ocder  of  die  day  being  read  for  the  Houfe  to  refolvc  itfclf 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to  confider  farther  of  the  ways  ' 
and  means  &r  railing  the  fupply  granted  to  His  Majcdy, 

Mr.  HOBART  took  Ac  d^ir.     A  great  varietj'  of  accounts 
which  had  been  previoufly  moved  for  and  produted^  wcw  referred  * 
t»  the  faid  Committee. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  rofcv  »nd  obfcrved,  that  it  was  his  duty, 
Aat  day,  to  lay  before  the  Committee,  a  fubje(!:>  which  ncccflarily 
branched  eut  into  nd&iny  cxtenlive  details  \  -in  order  to  render  it  as' 
dUGnift  and  inteltf^ble  as  poflible  he  (hould  wifh  to  call  d\c  attention 
of  the  Houfe  to  the  different  principal  hcads^  mnder  whicli  it  might 
beoonfidered,  endeavouring  to  confine  himjfclf  ftri(91y  to  the  fubjcil 
of  that  day,  as  that  was  fuflieiently  large,  without  at  all  entering 
into  any  collateral  matters  that  mi^ht  be  more  or  lefs  connc£lcd 
with  k. 
'  The  firft  head,  to  wMA  of  <:ourfe  it  would  be  life  duty  to  call 
their  attention  was,  the  amount  and  particulars  of  the  various  fums 
they  had  voted,  or  effimated,  for  the  immediate  fervicc  of  the 
year,  to  which,  according  to  die  pradticc  which  he  had  hiti\crto  ob^ 
fervcd,  i)c  pmpofed  to  add  fuch  articles  of  unfund:;d  debt,  or  ex<- 
peaces  luiprovidcd  for,  ai^d  fuch  farther  chai|;c^  (tlioi^h  they  jCquU 
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not  now  b6  dii^n^Uf  voted  on  cftimate)  u  wore  Ukdy  to  arife  fhm 
the  (ituation  of  sd[mir«,  and  to  be  inclimd  in  the  axirfe  of  rtie  yor. 
.  The  next  confidefation  would  be>  the  wajrs  and  flMana  by  which 
theTe  fums  and  eftimates  might  be  defrayed,  of  whkh  neecQbily  Ao 
loan  would  oocupy  a  oonfiderable  port^  in  (hting  its  tarns  and  oq«* 
ditions. 

He  faid  hb  (hould  then  oonfider  what  were  the  taxes  by  whidi 
he  proposed  to  defray  the  increafc  of  annual  charges  which  muft  b$ 
Ibppofed  to  arife  from  that  loan,  or  irom  any  unfunded  debt,  or  eh 
txaordinary  expence  that  was  now  unfbitfecn. 

When  ho  had  done  that,  he  thought  die  Comnutlee  muft  be  ae- 
qoainted  whh  the  oudlnes  of  all  the  cjfcamfiances  that  rdated  to 
the  fubjeA ;  with  the  addition  of  fome  ohfervatlons  re(pedii^  the 
ftate  of  the  country,  its  credit,  its  revenue,  its  commerce^  and  i^ 
foqrces;  by  which  they  tnight  be  aUe  to  Judge  of  the  atkiHty  of  die 
nation  to  bear  the  extent  of  thofe  large  burdens  whi<4^  had  been  ren- 
dered unavoidable  by  the  continuance  of  a  juft  and  neoeflary  war. 
*  The  right  honourable  gentleman  faid,  he  fliould  begin  with  Aati 
ing,  as  fhortijr  and  d((tin£ily  as  he  could,  the  amount  of  the  fopply« 
and  under  that  head  he  fbould  have  little  more  to  do  tfian  diitindif 
to  recapitulate  tiie  votes  qf  the  Houfe,  which  bad  undergone  a  ifift 
tin^t  difcuifion. 

The  flrft  fcrvlde  was,  that  i^hich  related  to  the  navy.  )t  was 
hardly  neceflary  to  fVate  that '  1 60,000  Teamen  had  been  voted  far 
the  navy  for  the  prefent  year,  the  charge  of  which,  acooidiiig  tt) 
the  ufual  rate,  was  5,260,0001.  at  4U per  mofidi  per  maii»  thoaj^ 
that  was  not  fully  fufEcient. 

The  ncx^charge  was  the  Ordinary  of  the  Navy,  irtiicb  amounted 
tQ  5S9,683l.'  3s.  9d,  and  the  Extraordinarics  to  525,849!. 

£.        s.    4. 
ioo,o0o^8eatneif^        -  •*  -^        |t2oo,6oo     o    Q 

Ordinanej&  -  •  -  -  589168  j     3     9 

ExtrtiordinSfftS'     -    ¥•       *         t         •«         5)5>84'0     p    Q 

Total  ^f  the  Navy  £  6,315,523     3     9 


^•^e- 


The  next  fcrvfcr  vias  that  of  the  army.  It  wa^  not  nepeflaiy  to 
enter  very  tninutdy  Jhto  the  different  articles  of  the  army.  Th$ 
principal  chsfges  of  the  regular  army  amounted  to  5,541,000], 
There  was.  volctf  ft>r  the  militia  and  fendbles,  |cc  1,607,0001 
The  amuunrfbf  foreign  troops  was  997,000!,  Which  was  nearly  tte 
fame  as  laft 'year,  To  that  muft  be  added  a.fum  rwt  yet  voted  by 
(lie  Committee^  which  was  9gO|OOQlt  by  way  of  fi44k(y  to  th; 
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Kitiig  of  SardinljT.  In  addition  to  that  (bere  wsis  427,0001.  for 
a  French  oorps.  Thefe  were  the  cKtraordinaries  of  the  anny^  &c« 
3>o63^oaoK  The  whole  of  the  army  cxpences,  adding  all  thefo 
ilems  togedierj  amounted  to  1 1^24190001, 

The  next  princ^  head  was  Ordnance,  the  total  amount  of  whi<j» 
was  2,32i|Oool.  In  addition  to  that  fum  there  were  two  fums 
which  had  not  yet  been  voted/  The  firft  of  thefe  was  an  old  debt 
Aat  was  due  to  the  Landgrave  of  UciTe^  anuMinting  to  68^ooL. 
The  other  was  a  fum  due  to  the  xcprefentativcs  of  Mr.  QTwald,  ^ 
4190001. 

The  next  head  was  that  of  Mifc^Uaneous  Services ;  for.the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  Trial  of  Mr.  Haftings,  French  Refugees,  Ad« 
drefles,  &c.  &c.  amounting  in  the  whole  to  257,000!.  Iriad^v 
tion  to  thefe  there  was  another  fum  to  be  added,  which  he  had  al* 
^ys  Ibted  diftin£lly,  aind  which  he  had  opntinued  even  under  thi6r 
prefiure  of  war  ;  he  meant  the  fum  of  2oo,oool.  which  he  began 
fome  years  ago  to  apply  towards  the  difcharge  of  the  natioogl  dcbc» 
over  and  above  the  original  ixiillion,  and  over  and  dboire  tiie«pio» 
vifion  that  had  been  made  by  a  late  zQl  of  Parliament,  whidi  pro« 
vlded  that  not  only  the  intereft  of  every  new  loan  (hould  be  puoc^, 
tually  paid,  butalfo  i  percent,  of  the  capital.  There  was  another 
fum  which  had  always  been  taken  into  the  account,  under  the  title, 
of  Deficiency  of  Grants,  and  that  fum  amounted  to  745,0001. 
Befidcs  that,  it  had  always  been  ufual  to  ftate  as  a  part  of  the  efti-  . 
mates  of  the  year,  the  deficiency  of  Land  and  Malt,  which  he 
fialed  at  350,000!.  In  addition  to  that,  there  wasa  fiim  of  Ex- 
chequer bills  to  be  defrayed.  Under  the  Supply  of  bft  year,  these 
^cre  5,500,0001.  and  on  the  fide  of  the  Ways  and  Means, 
3,500,0001.  allowing  2  millions  for  unfbrefeen  coDtingeiicies» 
2,500,000!.  were  referved  as  a  vote  of  credit:  andjknrewcsc 
6,ooo,oooL  in  Exchequer  bills  now  to  be  provided  far.  13ift 
whole  of  thefe  fums  added  together,  amounted  tQ  ^7,54Pfi^^ol« 
and  condltuted  the  whole  of  the  Supply  of  die  year*  That  fon^ 
included  die  6  millions  of  Exchequer  biUs.  Without  them  dietKK 
ta!  of  the  Supply  for  the  fervice  of  the  year,  was  ax^soo^oooL 
Till  the  5th  of  April  next,  it  could  not  be  Icnowa  boir  bx  the 
Ways  $^nd  Means  of  laQ  year  would  be  fufEcient.  The  revcnw 
of  laft  year  would  amount  very  nearly  to  the  fum  at  whidi  itjrat 
cftimated,  though  there  was  a  deficiency  in  one  article,  to  mU  ia  • 
the  500,000].  which  was  expe<5led  from  the  E^iR-India  Cmigggf* 
Tbou^  they  had  not  been  able  to  pay  dut  fum,  tho  dc&ien^ -of 
Ways  and  Means  of  laft  year,  up  to  the  5  th  of  April  nci^t,-  calcu* 
Jating  ac^ordiiig  tp  the  propoi-tlon  of  the  former  part  of  the  y^r^ 
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nvtis  only  58S,oooL  fo  that  the- failure  of  §ic  Crnnpany ,  confli- 
luted  nearly  the  whole  of  the  failure  of  the  Ways  and  Mcens  of  laft 
year ;  but  he  thought  it  right  to  add  diat  defkiency  to  die  (vpfir  of 
the  year,  which  will  make  28yi28,oool.  The  diSbrcnt  items 
of  the  Supply  would  then  ftand  thus: 

NAVY. 

100,000  featnen  —  Ajjioo^ooo    o    o 

Ordinary         jC.589683     3    9]. ,  ,,.  C2t     1    o 

Sxtraofdiiiariei    515840    o  .  0/ '»'*W^3    5    9  ^.      ,,    /. 

6,315,523     39 

ARMY. 

Guards  and  Garri&ns,  ii9»oool 

men        _J*>77/»534  «f    » 

Plantations,  Chelfea,  &c«  2,563,734  19    3 

■    ■       "  5,34.1,269  18    4 

MliitUi  and*  FcDciblcs,  cloatliing  for  ditto,  coatinrl        . 

gencics  for  ditto  —^  — /    ^>^7i^33   »^    <> 

Foreign  troops  -— 

French  corps        "    — «- 
Roads  and  bridges  tti  Scotland  - 

ExtJ  aordmarics  of  the  army        -^ 
Sardinian  fubfidy  — 

Ordnance  — 

Balance  due  to  the  Landgrive  of  Meffe 
Ditto  to  Ofwald's  executors  — 

Mifccllaneous  fcrviccs  •— 

Annual  addition  to  linking  fund 
Deficiency  of  grants  •^ 

Ditto  land  and  malt  — 

Exchequer  bills  —  -^ 


**«■ 


997*2^6 

0 

0 

427,269 

0 

0 

4.5«>o 

0 

.0 

2,663,968 

13 

4 

^oo,ccx> 

0 

0 

2,321,0x0 

13 

10 

68,850 

12 

a 

41,688 

14 

6: 

*57«743 

16 

i 

roojcoo 

0 

9 

745,900 

0 

0 

350,000 

0 

0 

6,oooy00o 

0 

0 

27.540.584 

3 

3l 

Having  ftatcd  the  whole  of  the  Supply,  he  next  proceeded  to  the 
Ways  and  Means  by  which  that  Supply  was  to  be  raifcd.  He  cfli- 
mated  the  two  annual  taxes  of  Land  and  Malt,  a$  ufual  at 
2,750,0001.  To  that  was  to  be  added,  whatever  might  be  cfti- 
niatcd  to  be  the  growing  produce  of  the  confolidated  fund,  frem 
April  5th,  1795,  to  April  5th,  1796.  It  would  be  neceffary 
for  him  to  ftate  tlie  grounds  on  which  he  was  to  calculate  die 
amount  of  that  funi,  and  that  was  by  adhering  to  the  average  of- 
the  lafl  four  years,  rather  than  to  any  other  mode  of  computation, 
He  faid  he  fliould  ftate  the  produce  of  each  of  thefe  four  j-ears.  The 
proJuce  of  tlie  permanent  taxes,  ending  the  5th  of  Januar)',  1 792, 
amounted  to  13,99,0061.  Thofc  ending  on  January  5th,  1793, 
atnountcd  to  i4,354.,oooL  Thofe  endingon  Januar)*  5th,  1794* 
*^re   l3*953>oool.  and  the  permanent  faxes  of  laft  year,   were 
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13)82790001.  So  that  he  had  the  fattsJFaf^ion  of  faying/ that  in 
the  kft  year,  the  fecond  year  of  an  extenfive  war,  the  revenue  Was 
only  about  i  a6y00of.  lefs  than  it  was  the  preceding  year,  and  if 
they  took  into  the  acoounti  the  dday  of  a  fleet  which  had  been  ex- 
pected firom  Portugal,  the  money  to  be' received  by  that  means 
would  be  more  than  the  whole  amouilt  of  the  difl^rence  of  the  laft 
year,  Jlttd  the  year  preceding.  The  average  of  the  perpnanent  caltes 
of  the  lad  4  years^  was  1 4,032,0001.  He  certainly  thought  him- 
self jufiified  in  fubmitting tothe  Houfe  on  that  ground  that  average 
as  the  amount  of  the  permanent  taxes  of  the  prcfent  year.  Affum- 
ing  that  foundation,  he  had  only  to  fet  againft  that  fumthe  charges 
on  the  confolidated  fund.  There  was  a  pharge  of  1 1,538,0061. 
and  a  farther  addition  of  259,000!.  which  conilituted  part  of  the 
intcrefl  of  different  taxes,  for  paying  off  Exchequer  bills.  Thcfe 
two  fums  added  together,  amounted  to  1 1,707,0001.  which  being 
fubtradled  from  14,032,000!.  the  average  permanent  taxes  of  the 
lad  four  years,  left  the  fum  of  2,235^0001.  as  likely  to  arife  from 
the  growir^  produce  of  the  permanent  taxes,  between  April  5, 
1 795,  and  April  5,  1 796.  He  faid,  he  might  make  another ^- 
didbn  to  that  fum  of  1 19,000!.  but  that  fum  he  wifhed  to  referve, 
as  there  would  l)e  a  ncccfTity  for  making  fome  provifion,  in  confe- 
qucACc  of  the  happy  event  which  had  been  announced  by  His  Ma- 
jefty  from  the  throne,  of  the  approaching  marriage  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  0/ Wales;  and  therefore  he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  make  a  referve  of  that  fum  for  that  event,  or  for  whatever  pur- 
pofe  Parliament  might  think  proper  to  apply  it.  There  was  alfu 
the  probability  of  150,000!.  or  i6o,oool.  of  Imprefs  Money, 
and  he  thought  proper  to  take  credit  for  500,000!.  from  the  Eaft- 
India  Company,  if  they  could  pay  it;  unlefs  it  was  voted,  the 
Public  could  not  avail  itfclf  of  that  fum,  even  if  the  Company 
ihould  fbrtimately  be  able  to  difcharge  it. 

Tlie  Excliequer  bills  to  be  taken  into  the  account  in  the  Ways 
and  Means,  were  3,500,000!. 

The  next  anicle,  which  had  been  the  fubject  of  fome  converfa- 
tion  with  the  Public,  and  the  amount  of  which  was  generally  known, 
was  the  loan  for  eighteen  millions  ftcrling.  Thefe  fyms  added  to- 
gether, amounted  in  all,  to  27,145,000!.  as  would  appear  from 
die  folbwing  fbtemcnt ; 
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Thsrt  fiini  being  (et  agalnft  the  total  amount  of  the  fupply,  {\ippo6ng 
the.Eaft-Indla  Company  Was  not  able  to  pay  the  deficiency^  aoioimted 
to  983»OQoI.  But  fuppoling  the  Company  to  make  good  the 
5001000I.  thenthedeficiency  would  only  be  48 3iOool.  Althou^ 
cbe  loan  of  1 8  millions  might  fall  fomewhat  Ihort  of  anfwering  all 
the  exigencies  of  the  ycari  the  confcquences  would  not  be  very  ma- 
terialy  with  regard  to  the  fervice  of  die  year.  But  he  (hould  not 
think  it  right  to  keep  any  part  of  the  fubjeA  from  the  Houie ;  and 
thercfbrei  although  it  was  not  included  adually  in  the  load^  he 
ihould  think  it  hi^  duty  to  make  piovUion  for  its  aflnual  intereft 
nnd  charges,  as  if  it  made  part  of  th«  loan.  He  fhocdd  therefore 
find  tases  for  the  deficiency,  not  only  of  4.83,000!.  but  alfo  of  die 
500,0001.  which  was  due  from  the  Company*  tic  liiouldmake 
provifion  for  the  one  million  deficiency,  in  die  fame  manner  as  if 
it  were  a  part  of  the  loan  of  1 8  millions.  With  regard  to  die 
5oo,oooL  of  the  Company,  although  they  had  not  been  able  to 
pay  it  in  the  prefcnt  ycar^  he  did  not  diink  it  rig^t  to  take  it  for 
granted  that  fam  would  not  be  forth-coming  in  a  future  year.r— 
He  was  therefore  to  make  provifion  in  the  firft  inflance  for  the  fum 
of  T  8  millions,  and  for  a  million  of  probable  deficiency  beyond  the 
1 8  millions.  The  Committee  would  recoiled  he  had  alluded  ta 
the  mcreaib  of  the  unfunded  debt  of  the  navy  ;  and  he  ftated  atth« 
outfet  of  die  M-ar,  that  it  was  his  intention  each  yc^r,  without 
leaving  an  unfunded  debt,  to  make  provifion  for  the  whole  of  that 
debt.  He  thought  it  was  pmbable  there  would  be  an  increafe  of 
Mi  wfilion  in  ttic  navy  debt,  and  therefore  he  had  made  provifion 
ir  tfaar  lean ;  but  the  fa6t  was,  that  fmm  the  immenfe  exertiorw 
Alt  had  been  made  to  bring  forward  a  great  fleet,  the  navy  deb^ 
inftead  of  increafing  one  million,  was  iiicreafed  3,594^000!.  He 
ftouii  think  it  his  ciuty  to  follow  the  fame  line  of  condud  whidi  h^ 
did  laft  yeair  in  making  provifion,  on  a  general  calculation,  for 
waff  probaUe  cxcefs  ;  and  as  dierc  was  an  increafe  of  three  millions 
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and  a  half  of  navy  debt  incurred  laft  year,  he  (hould  make  provifion 
for  that  amount,  which  might  be  cxpcfted  to  take  place  in  1795- 
In  addition  to  the  two  millions  and  a  half  of  the  vote  of  credit,  it 
■would  be  necefiary  over  and  above  to  make  provifion  for  a  million 
and  an  half  for  the  land  fervice  in  the  courfc  of  the  year  1795- 
Thefe  were  the  fums,  for  all  of  which  he  propofed  to  find  funds  for 
difcharging  the  annual  intercft. 

He  faid,    before  he  ftatcd  the  amount  of  the  annual  intereft 
which  arofe  from  the  loan  of  1 8  millions,  he  begged  leave  to  ftatc 
to  the  Houfe  what  were  the  terms  and  conditions  on  which  he  pro- 
pofed to  agree  to  that  loan.     The  motives  which  led  him  to  think  it 
-his  duty  at  an  early  period  to  afccrtain  on  what  terms  perft^ns  were 
willing  to  fubfcribc  fo  lai^e  a  fum  as    1 8   millions,  were  thofe, 
which  he  had  already  on  a  former  occafion,  been  under  the  neceflity 
of  ftating  more  at  large.    He  conceived  it  his  dut\'  to  propofc  the 
means  of  fumifhing,  by  the  credit  of  this  countrj',  a  large  pecu- 
niary affiftance  to  the  Emperor,  if  the  confequencc  of  fuch  an  en- 
gagement was  likely  to  furniih  a  great  military  force  to  join  us  in 
the  next  campaign.     It  became  neceflfary  to  afcertain  how  far  the 
terms  of  that  loan  might  be  cflPcScd  by  His  Majcfty  recommending 
to  Parliament,  to  guarantee  the  loan  which  individuals  might  fur- 
niih to  the  Emperor.     It  might  naturally  occur,  that  the  idea  of  a 
large  loan  of  four  or  fix  millions,  or  fome  intermediate  fum,  might 
materially  interfere  with  our  procuring  money,  by  a  loan,  for  our 
own  immediate  purpofcs ;  and  he  was  not  without  apprehenfions, 
that  fuch  would  be  the  cafe.     As  foon  as  a  propofal  had  been  made, 
to  furnifli  a  fum  to  his  Imperial  Majefty,  on  tl>ofe  terms  which  the 
Court  of  Vienna  was  \villing  to  give,  perfons  readily  flood  forward, 
not  only  to  fumifti,  without  difficulty,  the  whole  of  the  fum  want- 
ed for  this  countr)',  but,  on  confideration  of  the  guarantee  of  Great 
Britain,  the  fum  alfo  which  was  wanted  by  the  Emperor.      A  ge- 
neral flatcment  of  this  loan  will  appear  highly  fatisfaflory.     He 
ihould  ftate  the  terms  of  it  very  (hortly.      For  every  i  ool.  ftcrling, 
the  fubfcribers  Ivtd  a  capital  of  lool.  flock  in  the  three  per  cents, 
a  capital  of  one  third  of  an  hundred  in  the  four  per  cents,  and  of 
the  long  annuities  8s.  6d.  for  the  fame  term  as  the  long  annuities. 
It  was  fubjed,  however,  to  this  alternative :    If  the  loan  fliould 
take  place  to  the  Emperor,  to  the  amount  of  fix  millions,  whfch 
would  be  one-third  of  the  loan  which  was  wanted  for  the  immediate 
purpofes  of  this  country,  then  the  fubfcribers  for  every  lool.   of 
that  loan  (hould  be  entitled  to  one-third  of  lool.  in  the  Emperor's 
loan,  and  to  a  proportionable  bonus  of  that  loan.     Or  if  no  loan 
ilpiould  take  place  to  the  Emperor,  and  Parliament  ftiould  thirds  fit 
Vol.  XL.  3  Q. 
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to  grant  terms  equivalent  to  that  proportionable  bonus,  itihouldbe 
added  to  the  long  annuities.  In  that  cafe^  they  were  to  have  an  ad- 
dition oif  four  {hillings  in  the  annuities,  which,  at  the  current 
price,  of  between  19  and  20  years  purchafe,  was  a  difference  fome* 
what  left  than  4I.  per  cent.  He  (hould  fuppofe  the  Emperor's  loan 
took  place  to  the  amount  of  fix  millions,  and  that  queftion  would 
not  be  precluded  from  coming  before  Parliament,  by  the  vote  of 
that  night ;  he  fhould  confider,  on  the  fuppofition  of  that  loan  taking 
place,  what  would  be  the  amount  of  the  interefi  which  the  Public 
would  give  for  every  lool.  of  the  18  millions.  It  would  anx>unt 
to  the  fum  of  4I.  1 5s,  2d.  When  he  rccolle<£led  the  loan  of  1 1 
millions,  in  the  courfe  of  laft  year,  the  terms  of  which  were  ad- 
mitted univerfallyto  have  been  as  favourable  as  could  be  dctned, 
and  more  favourable  thaq  could  have  been  expeded,  (and  yet  the 
intereft  of  every  lool.  of  that  loan  was  4J.  ns.  6d.) ;  and  when 
he  conlidcrcd  that  this  year  we  had  borrowed  fo  laigc  a  fum  as  1 8 
millions,  that  wc  were  entering  on  the  third  year  of  a  war,  under 
the  different  circumftances  that  had  taken  place  in  various  parts  of 
Europe,  he  muil  certainly  feel,  that  on  the  firft  view,  it  was  matter 
of  fatisfadlion  and  confolation^  that  a  furn  fo  large,  and  on  fo  great 
an  emergency,  could  be  procured  on  terms  fo  favourable*  In  the 
event  of  no  loan  taking  place  for  the  Emperor,  he  mud  dicn  take 
into  the  account,  the  4s.  of  long  annuities,  and  that  would  make 
the  annual  intereft,  per  cent.  4I.  1 9s.  2d.  which  was  flill  below  5 
per  cent.  Taking  it  in  that  way  they  were  able  to  ra^fe  1 8  millions 
under  5  per  cent,  in  the  third  year  of  a  war.  Comparing  this  ftate-f 
ment  with  the  experience  andjiiftory  of  this  country  in  other  wars, 
that  circumftance  alone  was  no  flight  fymptom  of  the  fcuriihig 
ftate  of  the  refourccs  and  credit  of  this  country.  Before  he  quitted 
that  part  of  the  fuhjecl  he  thought  it  right,  not  menly  to  ftate  what 
were  the  terms  of  the  loan  to  the  Public,  but  what  the  profits  were, 
confidering  the  adtual  price  of  the  ftocks  at  the  time  die  agreement 
was  made,  or  making  any  reafonablc  allovi'ance  for  any  poffible  fluc- 
tuation for  a  bargain  made  at  a  diftant  period,  and  for  the  increafe 
of  capital  to  be  brought  to  market,  or  with  what  the  price  of  the 
ftocks  were  at  this  day.  It  feemed  to  him  thefe  were  the  different 
views  in  which  the  fubjeft  might  be  confidered.  According  as  the 
price  of  ftocks  flood  at  tlie  time  he  made  his  bai^ain,  lool.  in  the 
3  per  cents,  being  then  at  64  3-4ths,  and  one-third  of  lool.  ii^ 
the  4  per  cents,  being  then  at  83  3r8ths,  and  the  long  annuities 
being  put  together,  independent  of  any  bonus  from  the  Auftrian  loan, 
was  a  little  more  than  i  ool.  But  he  was  not  reprefcnting  that  as 
the  terms  the  fubfcribers  looked-  to.     They  certainly  looked  to  4I. 
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arifing  from  the  Auftriim  loan.  That  was  rather  below  the  mark. 
There  was  another  lonus^  to  wit,  the  difcount,  which  amounted 
to  about  2I.  I  OS.  per  cent  and  gentlemen  would  fee,  that  although 
the  iituatbn  of  the  affairs  of  Europe  was  not  then  fuch  as  to  make 
us  fuppofe  that  fome  of  the  misfortunes  were  fo  near,  which  from  a 
variety  of  caufes  had  fince  taken  place,  yet  there  was  enough  then, 
to  make  it  impoflible  for  men  to  fpeculate  on  a  tranfadion  to  fo  laige 
an  amount,  without  calculating  fomething  for  the  rifque  of  the  in- 
troduflion  of  fo  great  a  capital  into  the  market  on  three  component 
parts  of  ftock,  on  the  3  and  4  per  cents,  and  on  the  value  of  long 
annuities,  from  a  bonus  of  6  or  7  per  cent.  Having  conlidere^  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  the  loan,  it  was  his  duty,  in  the  next  place, 
to  make  a  few  obfervations  on  the  unfunded  debt.  With  refped  to 
that  debt  which  could  not  now  be  a£^ually  funded,  with  regard  to 
the  extraordinaries  to  be  incurred  in  the  prefent  year,  he  wifhed  to 
make  die  fame  ample  and  liberal  provifions,  as  if  it  were  now  to  be 
funded.  Bolh  for  the  loan,  and  all  other  fums  of  unfunded  debt, 
he  wifhed  to  provide. — In  confequence  of  two  afts  of  Parliament, 
the  intereft  that  was  payable  was  ncft  on  the  fum  borrowed,  but  on 
the  capital  created.  That  applied  both  to  the  3  and  4  per  cents. 
and  alfo  to  long  annuities  that  (hould  be  outftanding  after  the  period 
of  45  years.  The  confequence  was,  that  a  fum  of  near  il.  8  s* 
was  to  be  provided  for  every  i  col.  not  as  interefl:  of  the  loan,  but 
as  the  fupport  of  their  credit,  which  increafed  the  (inking  fund  in 
proportion  to  the  increafe  of  every  new  debt.  They  were  not  only 
not  interfering  with  the  general  mode  of  difchaiging  antecedent  debt^ 
but  at  the  fame  time  that  they  were  contrading  frc(h  debt  for  carry- 
ing on  the  war,  they  aftually  made  provifion  for  paying  off  the  in- 
terefl of  it,  and  alfo  of  one  per  cent,  of  the  capital.  The  whole 
intercft  of  the  loan,  the  excefs  of  navy  debt,  &c.  to  be  provided  for 
by  new  taxes,  amounted  to  1,637,0001.  When  hefbted  fo  large 
a  fum,  he  had  the  fulled  confidence  in  the  fpirit  of  the  country. 
He  did  not  ftate  it  under  any  apprchenfion  of  (baking  their  determi- 
nations to  carry  on  the  war,  knowing  as  they  mull  know,  how  much 
was  at  ffcdce  ;  but  which  he  muft  ftate  with  a  degree  of  anxiety  far 
beyond  what  he  could  feci  at  that  moment,  if  he  did  not  flatter 
himfelf  that  fome  confiderations  he  had  already  pointed  at,  as  well 
as  fome  that  would  be  afterwards  dated,  did  not  afford  great  matter 
of  confolation  and  fatisfadtion.  In  the  firft  place,  before  he  quitted 
this  part  of  the  fubjedl,  he  would  ftate,  that  357,0001.  a  year  of 
that  large  fum  was  to  be  paid  for  the  purpofc  not  of  intercft,  but 
for  faithfully  difchai^ng  their  engagement  to  Increafe  the  (inking 
fund  in  proportion  to  their  debt»     Eveiy  map  muft  wifh  to  know 
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in  what  manner  that  fum  of  1,637,000!.  was  meant  to  l)c  de- 
frayed.    He  faid  he  did  not  enter  upon  this  fubjcd  wldiout  hope, 
but  he  entered  on  it  widi  a  fincerc  belief,  that  the  burdens,  large  as 
they  were,  would  be  fuflained  without  any  very  feverc  preflure  on 
the  bulk  of  the  people,  and  would  appear  Itght  and  trifling  whoi 
fet  againft  the  interefts  they  were  then  contending  for.     His  princi-* 
pal  obje£t  in  thefe  taxes  would  be  to  make  them  as  produ6live  as 
poiTible,  without  at  the  fame  time  dr)  ing  up  the  fourcc.    He  ihould 
fiate  fome  fources  of  revenue  of  confiderable  amount,  and  which 
were  of  fuch  a  fort,  that  an  increafe  of  taxes  on  them  w^ould  not  be 
felt  as  a  material  inconvenience  either  to  the  Public  at  large,  and 
much  to  the  lowed  clafs  of  the  community.       The  articles  he 
meant  to  Aate  were  of  luxurious  and  not  neceflary  confumption. 
One  of  .thefe  principally  was  of  very  general  ufe  among  the  lower 
claiTcs,  though  the  confumption  of  it  was  the  lead  necefiary  to  fub- 
iiftence,  and,  perhaps,  in  fome  reipedts  the  lead  advantageous  to 
health. 

The  firft  article  was  that  of  Wine,  which  every  gentleman  would 
recoUeft,  was  very  confidcrably  lowered  fome  years  ago,  in  order, 
by  that  facrifice  of  revenue,  to  purchafe  die  benefit  of  a  commercial 
treaty  with  France.  Under  the  prefent  circumihinces,  that  benefit 
was  fufpended  ;  the  commercial  treaty  was  at  an  end :  we  were  no 
longer  under  that  obligation ,  and  the  motive  that  led  to  a  reduction 
of  the  tax,  00.  longer  exiftcd.*  Previous  to  that  period,  great  frauds 
took  place  in  that  branch  of  duty ;  but  it  was  not  fo  much  with  a 
view  to  put  an  end  to  thofc  frauds,  as  to  accomplifli  the  other  cb}c& 
he  had  ftatcd,  that  tlie  wine  duty  had  been  reduced.  He  believed 
tliat  no  gcndcman  would  imagine,  that  a  different  price  which  was 
not  very  enormous,  would  make  any  material  difference  in  the  con- 
fumption. 

With  refpcft  to  frauds,  they  could  only  be  of  two  forts,  fraudu- 
lent importation,  or  adulteration  iii  this  country.  As  to  the  firft 
fpecies  of  fraud,  wine  was  the  leaft  fufceptible  of  {muggling,  and 
particularly  during  the  cxiftcnce  of  a  war  like  the  prefent.  With 
refped  to  adulteration  at  home,  he,  conceived  that  a  great  increafe  of 
duty  would  not  have  a  very  material  effed  on  it.  Every  body- 
would  go  along  with  him  in  thinking,  that  Port-wine  could  bear  a 
heavier  duty.  At  prefent,  it  was  1 5I.  a  tun.  He  wiflied  to  tax 
it  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  duty  might  be  calculated  equally, 
when  it  was  retailed.  He  ftatcd,  on  the  authority  of  the  trade  it- 
felf,  that  3I.  7s.  for  every  tun,  would  make  an  addition  of  one  penny 
per  bottle,  or  a  fliilling  per  dozen,  and  that  fix  times  that  fum  would 
be  fomcwhat  more  tlian  20I.  per  tun.     It  would  be  an  addidonaL 
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6d.  on  every  bottle,  and  6s.  on  evefy  doztfn.  It  was  computed 
that  they  imported  between  27  and  28,000  tuns,  and  fometimes 
29,000.  calculating  at  20I.  per  tun,  which  was  the  rule  he  propo- 
fed,  29,000  tuns  would  produce  the  fum  of  580,000!.  but  he 
meant  only  to  calculate  it  at  500,000!. 

The  next  articles  which  he  (liould  tote  were  truly  fingular.    He 
meant  the  articles  of  foreign  and  home-made  fpirits.    It  fo  happened 
that  an  increafe  of  duty  on  thefe  articles,  during  the  laft  war,  aAu- 
ftUy  produced  a  diminution  of  revenue  arifing  from  them,  and  that 
no  doubt  ought  to  dictate  caution  on  the  fubjc£l.     But  after  the  ca* 
pital  of  fmugglers  was  broken  down  by  ^e  reduftion  of  duties  ;  the 
duties  on  thefe  articles  had  been  increafed  three  times  fuccefllvely, 
and  the  duty  had  not  only  not  t)ecn  diminished,  but  it  had  increafed 
according  to  the  rifcs  in  a  much  higher  proportion  than  when  it  was 
at  the  loweft.     He  meant,  therefore,  without  running  any  rifle, 
to  add  the  (amc  additional  duties  as  laft  year ;  that  is  to  fay,  an 
additional  8d.  on  every  gallon  of  rum,   i  od.  on  every  gallon  rf 
brandy,  and  one  penny  on  Britifh  fpirits.    x  Thefe  duties  on  the 
eftimate  of  laft  year  would  produce  259,000!. 

The  next  article  he  had  -to  fubmit  to  the  Committee  had  formerly 
been  the  fubjed  of  a  great  deal  of  difcuflion,  and  had  more  influence 
on  the  comnrtt:rcial  interefts  of  the  country,  and  particularly  on  one 
great  body,  the  Eaft-India  Company,  than  any  other  article.  A 
very  great  redudion  had  been  made,  which,  according  to  fome  gen- 
tlemen, was  a  very  hazardous  experiment,'  for  the  purpofe  of  pre- 
venting frauds.  It  was  commuted  for  a  very  heavy  additional  tax 
on  windows,  which  was  called  the  Commutation  tax.  It  would  be 
proper  that  a  moderate  addition  to  that  article  might  be  advifeable, 
.  and  confiftent  not  only  witli  policy,  but  with  the  very  principle  that 
led  fomc  years  ago  to  the  reduction  of  the  duty.  He  wiihed  to 
anticipate  an  objcdion  that  anight  be  made  to  any  additional  tax  on 
.that  article,  and  that  was,  that  the  Public  were  reconciled  to  fub- 
mit to  a  heavy  duty  on  windows,  in  confideration  that  the  tax  on 
tea  was  to  be  leffened.  Every  one  would  find,  that  the  advantage 
they  had  derived  ftnce  thefe  taxes  had  taken  place,  was  out  of  all 
proportion  greater  than  the  Commutation  Tax.  But  however  that 
^as,  that  Houfe  had  entered  into  no  compadt  with  the  Public. 
The  prefent  duty  on  tea  was  1 2I.  i  os.  per  cent.  He  meant  to  add 
7I.  I  OS.  per  cent,  which  would  make  the  duty  20I.  percent,  which 
he  calculated  would  produce  i8o,oool.  and  an  additional  duty  on 
coffee  and  cocoa  was  computed  at  40,000!.  Thefe  two  together 
made  a  fum  of  220,000!. 

He  faid,  die  next  article  was  wholly  of  a  different  nature.     He 
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might  fay  negatively,  that  it  was  not  likely  to  be  felt  any  where  as 
a  material  inconvenience ;  and  as  a  collateral  circumfhince  of  fatis- 
&6lion>  in  ftating  th)S>  it  did  icfelf  afford  a  flriking  proof  of  the 
commerce^  credit,  and  capital  of  the  country.— What  he  a]^ludcd 
to^  he  (aid,  was  the  Infurance  on  (liips  and  cai^oes,  both  the  pro* 
petty  of  this  country,  and  in  fome  degree  the  property  of  Grangers. 
Infurance  was  carried  on  with  fo  much  advantage  in  this  country, 
fiom  the  good  faith  that  was  obfcrved  by  our  underwriters,  that  he 
had  the  beft  authority  for  faying,  that  many  rcfpe^able  mercliants 
thought  a  Qight  additional  tax  was  not  at  all  likely  to  haiard  a  di- 
minution in  the  infurance.  Gentlemen  would  naturally  fay,  he 
could  not  be  poifeifed  of  any  data  from  which  the  amount  could, 
with  any  degree  of  certainty,  be  afccrtained.  But  lie  was  under 
obligations  to  many  gentlemen,  whofe  guefres  on  that  fubjed  were 
infinitely  better  than  his.  It  would  be  matter  of  fatisfa(^ion  and 
furprife,  for  the  Houfe  to  be  informed  that,  by  the  c^ilculations  of 
perfons  converfant  with  this  fubjcft,  the  capital  anni!?Jly  infwed  in 
this  country,  amounted  to  1 20  millions  flerling.  1  lie  tax  that 
was  meant  to  be  impofcd  on  infurance  was  only  2S.  6d.  on  every 
lool.  capital ;  that  was  one-eighth  per  cent.  This  he  computed 
at  130,0001. 

Another  fpecies  of  infurance,  which  was  of  a  different  defcription, 
and  which  was  by  no  means  a  fpecies  of  infurance  to  be  difcouragcd ; 
but  which,  at  the  fame  time,  ought  to  contribute  to  the  public  bur- 
dens, he  meant  infurance  on  lives.  It  was  certainly  proper  to 
call  on  any  clafs  of  people  to  contribute  to  the  general  exigencies  of 
the  State,  arifing  from  a  war  like  the  prefent,  wlio  derived  a  con- 
venience flowing  from  the  credit,  order,  tranquillity  and  regular 
government  eftabliftied  in  the  countxy.  Such  was  peculiarly  the 
fituation  of  every  perfon  fo  circamftanced ;  and  after  the  tax  he 
was  about  to  propofe,  it  would  ftiil  be  lower  than  It  was  a  few  years 
ago.  He  propofed  i  o  per  cent,  in  proportion  to  the  premium. 
He  had  received  a  particular  account  from  the  produce  of  one  ibciety, 
and  which  was  increafing  every  month  ;  and  from  the  beit  in{bnn%- 
tion  he  could  procure  from  thofc  perfons  mod  converfant  in  the  bu* 
Iinefs,  it  was  likely  to  yield  30,0001.  per  annum*  That  added  to 
the  other  fum  made  i6o,oopl. 

The  next,  he  faid,  were  a  defcrlption  of  articles  to  which  little 
objeftion  could  be  found, ,  where  the  increafe  was  not  likely  to  be 
felt  with  any  peculiar  preffure.  They  arofe  from  dificrent  articles 
of  tlie  cufioms.  He,  calculated  diem  at  77,000!.  per  annum.— 
The  duty  on  raifins  was  computed  at  7000L  ;  on. lemons  and 
oranges  at  5,2ool.  ;  on  fome  (pccics  of  filk  at  Soool. 
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The  amount  of  the  tax  on  coals  exported  was  computed  at 
15,0001.  This  tax  was  meant  only  to  fall  on  foreigners,  as  all 
coals  exported  to  any  of  our  own  dominions  wcrs  to  be  free  from 
this  duty.  The  duty  on  rock  fait,  he  cftimatcd  at  7,400!.  The 
whole  of  the  articles  together  were  computed,  as  we  have  juft  (aid, 
at77,oool. 

There  was  another  article  which  came  under  the  cuftom^ 
which  would  bear  a  moderate  tax  ;  that  was  fir  timber  and  deals« 
That  tax  was  computed  at  i  io,oool.,  which  being  added  to  the 
77,oooL,  made  187,0001. 

The  next  were  certain  articles  of  ftamp  duties  on  affidavit^ 
original  writs,  agreements,  indentures,  and  probates  of  wills,  which 
could  be  raifed  with  little  inconvenience.  The  duty  on  thcfe  ar- 
cicles  was  computed  at  io,oool. 

He  propofcd  a  fmall  additional  tax  on  receipts.  At  prefent,  a 
receipt  for  above  i  ool.  only  paid  6d. ;  he  propofed  it  (bould  be  isL 
He  propofed  no  other  tax,  till  it  amounted  to  5 ool.  andupwardsy 
and  that  then,  inftead  of  being  is.  as  it  was  now,  that  the  ftamp 
(liould  be  2s.  Thefe  articles,  arifing  from  the  flamp  duties,  weie 
fuppofcd  to  amount  to  68,oool. 

He  faid  there  remained  two  other  articles,  one  of  which  applied 
to  the  Members  of  that  Houfc.  He  wilhed  to  introduce  fome  re- 
gulations on  the  prcfcnt  fyftem  of  firanking.  It  was  necellary  for 
Kim  to  obferve,  that  theHoufe,  for  a  great  period  of  years,-  had 
thought  it  right  to  reftrain  that  privilege  by  certain  regulations.  It 
had  been  generally  found,  that  after  a  certain  length  of  time,  thofe 
regulations  had  not  completely  anfwered  the  purpofes  for  which 
they  were  intended.  Gentlemen,  from  good  nature,  had  been  led 
in  various  inAances  to  go  faither  ihan  was  intended.  In  the  next 
place,  it  was  certainly  by  no  means  intended  that  the  privilege  of 
franking  fhould  be  the  fource  of  emolument  to  particular  individu- 
als ;  it  was  meant  as  a  rcfpe£l  to  the  Members  of  that  Houfe,  and 
in  that  view  it  had  a  great  recommendation  ;  or  as  for  defraying 
charges  which,  in  feme  inftanccs,  might  be  very  ferious,  from 
communications  between  Members  and  their  conftituents.  It  was 
not  meant  to  furniHi  a  revenue  to  any  particular  pcrfons  ;  and  he 
had  heard  thofe  who  were  mod  capable  of  benefiting  by  it,  fpeak 
of  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  did  great  honour  to  their  liberality.  As 
it  might  be  applied  to  purpofcs  never  intended,  he  meant  to  propofe 
certain  regulations,  the  general  objcd  of  which  was  to  reftrain  die 
number  of  franks,  fent  or  received  by  any  one  poll ;  ^nd  alfo  to  re- 
ftrain them  in  regard  to  their  weight.  The  regulations  which  he 
propofcd,  would  appear  more  clearly  from  the  refolutions  whiph  he 
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fliodd  afterwards  have  the  honour  of  moving  on  the  fubjcd.  The 
pcrfons  moft  convcrfant  in  this  bufinefs,  had  encouraged  him  to  fup- 
pofe  that  thefe  regulations,  if  carried  into  ef&<Sl,  would  produce 
4o>oool. 

There  remained  another  thing  whidi  he  had  to  fubmit  to  the 
Committee,  which,  if  the  burden  his  duty  obliged  him  to  lay  upon 
the  Public  were  not  too  ferious,  he  (hould  apprehend  the  Houfc 
would  hardly  hear  with  gravit}',  and  which  alio  applied  to  every 
Member  of  that  Houfe.  But  it  would  not  anlwer  his  purpofc,  if 
it  di^ot  apply  to  a  very  general  defcription  of  pcrfons  in  this  coun* 
try.  He  was  not  at  all  afraid  that  it  would  be  confidcred  as  pn> 
duftive  of  the  Icaft  preffure.  He  meant  a  general  licence,  at  one 
guinea  a  head,  for  every  perfon  who  wears  hair-powder,  the  names 
to  be  regiftered  and  publilhcd,  that  no  perfon  who  chofe  to  indulge 
in  the  luxury  might  hope  to  evade  the  tax.  The  only  pcrfons 
upon  whom  this  could  fell  hcav}^  were  thofe  who,  with  fmall  in- 
comes, were  placed  in  fuch  (ituations  as  obliged  them,  to  a  certain 
degree,  to  comply  with  tlie  fa(hion  of  the  day.  There  were  other 
.perfons  who,  although  perhaps  they  could  ill  afford  it,  would  be 
,  prompted  by  vanity  to  wear  what  other  people  wore  ;  but  vanity 
was  as  leaft  as  fair  an  objeifl  of  taxation  as  luxury.  No  fmall  num- 
ber, fuch  as  fervants,  ufcd  hair-powder,  not  to  gratify  their  own 
vanity,  but  the  vanity  of  others,  who  mu(t  necefTarily  pay  the  tax. 

It  might  be  afked,  how  the  amount  of  it  was  to  be  calculated  r 

He  faid  there  were  certain  means,  by  which  they  might  form  fomc 
guefs  how  for  that  tax  would  be  produ£live.  When  they  confider- 
cd  the  number  of  perfons  who  had  four-wheel  carriages  ;  when  they 
looked  at  the  number  of  horfes  which  were  kept  for  pleafure  ;  and 
at  the  number  of  fervants  kept  by  different  people,  he  thought  it 
would  not  be  unreafonable  to  fqppofe  that  this  tax  might  prodoce 
200,000  guineas,  or  2io,oool. 

Mr.  Pitt  here  recapitulated  the  new  taxes  as  follows  : 

TOTAL  of  NEW  TAXES. . 

WINE                —                ^^.500,000 

Foreign  and  Home-made  SPIRITS            —  259,000 

TEA                —               —  180,000 

COFFEE  and  COCOA               —             —  40,000 

INSURANCES            —               —          —  160,000 

RAISINS,  LEMONS,  &c.        —              —  77,coo 

DEALS  and  FIR  TIMBER        —                —  jio,ooo 

AFFIDAVITS,  WRITS,  &c.             68,000 

FRANKING                —                         —  4o,coo 

POWDERED  HEADS,    Male  and  Female,    ^t  a 

Guinea  a  Head                ■  ■  ■  ■               »  ■     ■  2io,oco 

1,644,000 
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He  fald,  he  ought  to  beg  pardon  of  the  Committee  for  having 
taken  up  fo  large  a  portion  of  their  time  as  he  had  cecupled.  He 
(hould  now  conclude  with  calling  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  what 
he  had  alluded  to  at  the  beginning  of  his  fpecch,  the  apparent  view 
of  the  fituation,  credit,  and  refourccs  of  the  country.  Confidcring 
the  nccclTity  there  was  of  i.mpofing  burdens  on  the  people,  it  was 
matter  of  fatisfaction,  that  they  could  with  fo  much  facilit)^  make 
the  provifion  that  was  fufEcicnt  for  carrjirtg  on  the  prefent  jiift  aiid 
neccflary  war.  In  the  firft  place,  the  very  articles  which  he  had 
propofed  for  taxation,  flic  wed  the  fufficicncy  of  the  refourccs  of  the 
country  to  meet  the  burdens  which  were  ncceflary.  In  the  fccond 
place,  the  circumftancc  of  being  able  to  raife  fo  large  a  fum  by 
loan,  was  a  ftrong  proof  of  the  high  ftatc  of  the  national  credit. 
From  wliat  he  had  ftated  of  the  average  of  the  revenue  for  feveral 
years,  it  appeared  that  we  were  now,  in  the  third  year  of  a  war,  in 
a  fituation  of  profpcrity  in  which  we  had  never  been  placed  in  any 
former  war.  '  If  we  looked  to  the  different  taxes  impofed  in  i  791, 
1793,  and  17941  they  had  been  produdlivc  beyond  the  example 
of  any  former  period  of  hoftiiity.  Not  only  had  we  been  able  to 
provide  for  the  exigencies  impofed  by  our  fituation,  but  from  the 
progrefs  which  had  been  made  in  raifing  a  fund,  in  confequence  of 
the  fteady  adherence  to  a  fyilcm  that  had  now  been  adopted  for  nine 
years,  with  a  view  to  difcharge  our  national  debt,  a  fum  of  not  lefs 
than  1, 800, cool,  was  now  applicable  to  the  purchafe  of  ftock  for 
that  purpofe,  and  that  he  confidcrcd  as  one  of  the  principal  circum- 
ftances  which  fupportcd  the  credit  of  the  nation,  and  animated  the 
hopes  of  tlic  commercial  men  in  this  country.  They  were  antici- 
pating their  burdens,  and  providing  for  them  ;  and  if  they  were 
under  a  temporary  neceflity  of  contracting  debt  in  a  ftru^lc  for  their 
cxiftence,  they  had  not  only  not  broke  in  upon  the  plan  for  reducing 
former  debts,  but  they  werr:  paying  oflF  thofe  which  they  had  jull 
contracted  ;  and  therefore  they  found  the  credit  of  the  country  \in- 
diminiftied  by  the  unprecedented  demands  which  the  unprecedented 
attacks  of  our  enemies  had  rendered  indifpenfably  neccflar)'.  He 
was  not  furprifed  that  the  balance  of  exchange  was  fo  greatly  in  fa- 
vour of  the  countr)'',  that  the  ftatc  of  credit  was  fo  flourifliing,  and 
the  degree  of  confidence  almoft  unlimited.  In  addition  to  what  he 
liad  ftatci  of  the  profperous  circumftanccs  of  the  revenue,  and  the 
defirable  fituation  of  public  credit,  much  reliance  was  to  be  placed 
on  the  fpirit  of  the  people,  determined  to  profccute  with  vigour  the 
prefent  contefl",  and  fubmit  with  alacrity  to  the  ncceflary  burdens. 
But  the  fccurity  for  the  continuance  of  the  national  profpcrity  did 
not  merelv  reft  on  the  temporary  ftate  of  the  revenue,  or  of  credit  j 
Vol,  XL.  ^R 
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it  flood  on  a  more  foUd  and  permanent  ground — on  die  unexampled 
and  increafing  extent  of  the  commerce  of  the  country.  From  the 
refult  of  the  different  accounts,  it  appeared  that  the  total  amount  of 
the  trade  during  t^e  laft  year  of  war,  not  only  exceeded  what  had 
been  the  average  of  former  years  of  war,  but  even  what  had  been 
the  cafe  in  the  brightcft  periods  of  tranquillity.  The  exports  of  do- 
raeftic  manufadures  during  the  laft  year,  was  only  cxcecdpd  by 
the  exports  of  two  former  years  of  the  grcatcft  profpcrity  which  this 
country  had  ever  known,  and  our  foreign  trade,  in  point  of  extent, 
iurpaffed  even  the  rcfults  of  the  moft  flourilhing  years  of  peace.  In 
1792,  the  highaft  year  ever  known  in  peace,  the  total  exports  were 
18,336,000!.  in  BritiAi  manufa£iures.  The  total  export  of  1794, 
by  the  moft  correA  accounts,  is  16,301,0001.,  being  in  that  re- 
fped  lefs  by  about  two  millions.  In  1792^  die  imports  were 
6>s63,oool.  In  1794  they  were  8,868, cool.  The  total  in 
1792,  was  24,905,0001. ;  in  1794,  it  was  25,169,000!. 

Such  were  tht  conclufions  which  he  found  himfcif  authorifcd  to 
draw  from  the  moft  accurate  accounts  of  the  ftate  of  the  country  : 
the  facSs  which  they  prefented,  were  fo  much  more  fatisfactory 
than  any  obfcrvations  or  reafonings  which  he  could  fuggcft,  that 
he  ftiould  no  longer  obtrude  upon  the  attention  of  the  Houfc.  He 
fhould  only  add,  that  while  he  dwelt  with  pleafure  on  the  ftcady  and 
growing  rcfourccs  of  the  country,  he  did  fiot  fed  the  lefs  regret  that 
we  were  compelled  to  apply  them  in  order  to  meet  the  inevitable 
evils  to  which  we  were  fubje<f\cd  in  tlie  profecuUon  of  the  prefent 
juft  and  neccflary  war ;  nor  did  he  feci  the  lefs  defire  for  the  refto- 
ration  of  die  bleftings  of  peace,  on  diat  fecure  and  permanent  footing 
which  might  lead  to  the  accumulation  of  wealth,  and  the  confinna- 
tion  of  the  national  profpcrity.  It  could  not  fail  to  be  remarked, 
that  the  refources  by  which  we  were  enabled  to  meet  our  prefent 
exig^cies,  were  derived  from  having  made  a  prudent  ufe  of  tlie 
blcflings  of  peace.  Tlie  exertions  of  war  and  the  bleflings  of  peace 
both  proceeded  from  the  fame  fource,  vigour  of  determination,  and 
the  fpirit  of  cnterprifc,  accompanied  with  fteadinefs  and  prudence  in 
the  profecution  of  our  object.  He  concluded  with  moving  his  iirft 
rcfolution. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  did  not  rife  to  oppofe  the  vote  which  was  now 
propofed,  but  to  make  fome  obfcrvations  on  what  he  had  heard  firom 
the  Miniftcr.  He  cxpefted  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  before  him  the  Experience  of  two  loans,  oppoiite  to  each  in  a 
certain  degree  ;  the  one  of  them  made  upon  the  beft  terms  that  could 
Ixj  obtained  on  behalf  of  the  Public,  which  was  the  lain  of  bftyear, 
an  J  die  odicr,  perhaps  the  worft  for  the  Public  that  any  Miniftcr 
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ever  concluded,  and  which  was  in  the  year  before  the  laft  ;  he  could 
have  hoped,  Ik  faid,  that  with  that  experience  he  would  have  en- 
couraged "competition  among  the  fubfcribers.  This  was  a  mode 
upon  which  many  Members  of  that  Houfe  had  bcftowed  their  ap- 
probation ;  he  had  praifcd  it  himfelf,  as  he  always  ihould  every 
incafure  when  it  appeared  to  defervc  it ;  and  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  himfelf  had  taken  great  credit  for  having  opened  th«it  fy- 
ftem  of  competition,  and  therefore  he  owned  that  he  cxpeded  to  have 
heard  to-night  fome  rcafon  for  departing  from  that  fyftcm,  and  fomc 
reafons  for  adopting  a  plan  liable  to  fo  many  objc(!i^ions.  It  liad 
been  Aated,  that  fortunately  for  the  Public,  the  loan  had  been  made 
a  confiderable  time  (i  nee,  fo  that  a  much  better  bargain  had  been 
made  for  the  country  tlian  could  have  been  expefted.  He  might 
be  difpofed  to  grant  that  this  was  the  cafe  ;  yet  it  was  neccffat)*  alfo 
to  look  to  what  had  been  advanced,  as  to  the.advantage  of  tlie  bar- 
gain to  thofe  who  had  fubfcribed  to  the  loan.  It  had  bctn  faid,  that 
tliey  had  a  profit  of  two  and  a  half  jx:r  cent,  on  thequantit)'  of  the 
fund  aifigned  to  them  for  each  hundred  advanced,  and  that  the  fnll 
of  the  ftcxrks  had  brought  it  to  two  per  cent.  It  would,  however, 
be  neceffary  to  confider  the  cicumflances  of  the  funds  at  the  prcfcnt 
time.  He  'had  looked  into  the  newfpapers  of  the  day,  and.  de- 
pended on  them  for  the  accuracy  of  his  ftatement.  From  them  it 
ai^)earec),  that  3  per  cents,  were  to-day  at  6 1  ^ ;  the  4  per  cents, 
at  79,  and  the  long  annuities  at  i&f.  On  this  cHimate  the  value 
of  one- third  of  the  4  per  cents,  would  be  2 61.  los.  and  the  long 
annuities  would  amount  to  7I.  13s.  making  in  the  whole  95I.  13s. 
to  which,  adding  the  difcount  of  ai,  as  it  had  been  ftated,  the  re- 
fult  would  be  9 81.  3s.  Exclufive  therefore  of  the  additional  4s. 
which  they  were  to  receive  on  the  long  annuities,  in  cafe  the  Em- 
perors's  loan  were  not  guaranteed,  they  had  not  a  profit  of  2  per 
ccjit.  and  taking  that  into  the  calculation,  the  profit  at  prefent  would 
only  be  3I.  1 3s.  So  that  whereas  in  common  2i,  or  more,  was 
the*  profit  which  had  been  ufual  for  fubfcribers  to  a  loan,  in  the  pre- 
Unt  inftance  the  amount  was  only  il.  i6s. ;  and  even  on  the  mod 
favourable  calculation  2L— He  hoped  that  no  one  would  be  inclined 
to  treat  diis  fubjeft  with  fo  much  levity,  as  to  fay  that  this  was  fo 
much  the  better ;  that  they  would  look  at  the  principle  of  the  thing, 
and  confider  that  it  was  poflible  that  the  change  of  the  funds  might 
have  been  as  difadvantagcous  to  the  Public,  as  it  now  was  to  the 
fubfcribers ;  and  therefore,  that  they  would  not  fandion  the  princi- 
ple of  making  a  bargain  fi)r  the  loan,  fo  much  before  the  proper 
time.  It  had  been  dated  to  the  Committee,  that  there  was  ano- 
ther i^nusp  vix.  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  a  (hare  in  the 
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Auftrian  loan.  Mr.  Fox  then  proceeded  to  .ftatc,  by  reference  to 
the  Minidor's  own  mode  of  calculating,  that  this  loan  was  an  ex- 
travagant bargain,  and  this  he  thought  held  out  to  the  people  of 
this  country  a  very  bad  profpedt.  It  was^  dangerous  loan  in  two 
ways  :  Firft,  it  was  dangerous  becaufe  there  was  to  be  no  provIUcxi 
.made  now  for  the  payment  of  it,  in  the  event  that  the  Emperor 
Ihould  fail  to  fulfil  his  engagement,  and  in  this  way  the  people  were 
not  made  properly  to  underftand  and  foci  their  real  fituation,  by  ac- 
quainting them  with  that  to  which  they  might  be  expofed.  Secondly, 
it  was  dangerous,  becaufe,  in  proportion  as  the  terms  Mxre  difad- 
vantagcous,  the  probability  was  Icfs  of  the  Emperor  being  either 
able  or  willing  to  fulnl  his  engagement ;  and  if  he  (hould  not,  then 
we  having  guaranteed  the  payment,  muft  pay  it  for  him.  In  the 
firft  place,  fuppofing  the  terms  of  this  loan  to  be  fo  advantageous  to 
us,  and  confequently  fo  difadvantagcous  to  the  Emperor  as  any  one 
could  ftatc  it,  that  was  not  very  honourable  to  us  as  a  nation,  lend^ 
ing  its  credit  to  guarantee  the  payment.  In  the  next  place  wtf  (hould 
remember,  that  thcfc  who  arc  the  readied  to  comply  with  cxorhx- 
tant  dcn.ands,  are  the  lead  likely  to  be  punflual  in  fullfilling  their 
engagements.      He  did  not  like  to  treat  a  fubje6l  fo  ferious  as  this 

,  with  levity,  but  he  could  not  help  remembering  a  fcencin  a  veiy 
good  play,  where  Mrs.  Amlct  fays  of  her  cudomcrs,  **  As  to  pcr- 
fons  of  quality,  they  never  fay  any  thing  about  the  price  of  what 
they  want,  the  only  difficulty  with  them  is  about  paying  for  it/' 
This,  he  feared,  was  too  much  the  complexion  of  the  cafe  here, 
for  the  loan  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor  was  extravagant  in  a  very 
high  degree  ;  he  would  maintain  that  the  Emperor  was  to  pay  the 
cn-jrmous  fum  of  36,000!.  for  our  guarantee  merely.  This,  al- 
though an  apparent  advantage,  was  not  fo  in  reality,  for  the  loan 
to  this  country  and  the  loan  to  the  Emperor  were  fo  for  from  being 
independent  of  each  other,-  that  they  were  a  good  deal  conne<Scd 
under  all  the  circumdancee  which  attended  them  both. — ^With  rcr 
fpccl  to  general  views  which  the  Minider  had  taken  to-night,  he 
agreed  in  fome,  and  differed  materially  in  otiiers  of  them.  1  he 
right  honourable  gentleman  was  fanguinc  in  his  ideas  of  the  revenues 
of  this  country.  To  a  certain  extent  he  could  follow  him  in  thofc 
ideas,  but  could  not  travel  fo  far.  His  rcafoning  to-night  did  not 
appear  to  be  conclufive  ;  he  adaaittcd  that  the  revenues  of  the  laft 

^  year  were  inferior  to  the  year  before  the  lad,  but  then  he  faid  that 
it  was  the  third  year  of  the  war,  and  the  deficiency  he  afcribed  in  a 
great  mcafure  to  the  non-arrival  of  a  valuable  fleet.  Now  he  wanted 
to  know  upon  wliat  principle  the  Minidcr  calculated,  that  the  re- 
venue, which  was  lefs  lad  year  tlian  tlie  year  preceding,  would  be 
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better  in  the  next,  and  that  we  (hould  go  on  in  a  ftate  of  improvc- 
xnenty  when  the  only  evidence  we  had  was  that  we  had  been  lately 
declining.  With  regard  to  the  taxes,  fomc  of  them  were  fuch  as 
he  had  no  objc<£llon  to,  but  there  were  others  on  which  feme  obfcr- 
vations  ought  to  be  made.  In  the  tax  upon  tea,  he  feared  the  Mi- 
nifter  had  not  rcflefted  enough  upon  that  article  when  he  brought 
it  forward ;  indeed  the  way  in  which  he  treated  that  part  of  the 
fubjccS  of  this  night's  difcuffion  proved  it.  He  had  taken  two  ways 
of  arguing,  which  could  not  be  bodi  right,  bccaufe  they  were  incon- 
fiftcnt  with  each  other.  In  the  firft  place,  he  treated  it  as  a  luxury, 
and,  as  fuch,  a  fair  objeft  of  taxation  ;  and  then  he  obferved,  that  if 
the  lower  clafs  of  people  difufed  it,  the  probability  was  that  they 
would  find  fomethlng  better  for  their  health.  Now  with  regard  to 
the  poor,  he  feared  that  tea  had  of  late  years  mide  a  great  part  of 
their  confumption,  and  poflibly  the  tax  now  propofed  might  compel 
many  of  them  to  abandon  it ;  but  then,  how  did  that  accord  with 
the  other  argument  of  its  being  an  article  of  luxur)',  and  therefore 
a  proper  object  of  taxation  ;  becaufe  if  it  was  a  tax  to  be  at  all  ef- 
fectual, it  fhould  be  fuch  as  the  confumers  would  not  abandon  on 
account  of  the  tax.  With  rcfpedt  to  the  tax  upon  wine,  he  had  no 
objeflion,  except  that  he  did  not  wifli  the  retailer  (hould  have  an 
unfair  advantage,  which  perhaps  he  might  by  the  mode  of  adding 
a  duty  of  20I.  a  ton ;  but,  however,  as  that  amounted  to  4d.  a 
bottle,  perhaps  the  retailer  might  be  content  with  6d.  which,  alto- 
gether, might  not  be  fo  obje<3ionnble  as  fome  other  taxes.  As  to 
the  taxes  on  fpirits,  he  muft  obfcrve,  that  they  were  of  a  temporary 
nature,  and  although  this  war  was  not  to  laft  for  ever,  yet  we  muft 
remember  that  we  fhall  want  this  money  long  after  the  war  is  over. 
—With  regard  to  the  hair-powder  tax  he  had  no  objedVion  to  it, 
except  the  uncertainty  of  its  produce  ;  for  he  who  relied  on  the  fa- 
ihion  of  the  day  built  upon  a  flippcry  foundation,  and  therefore  an 
attempt  to  raife  upon  it  a  permanent  revenue  was  highly  imprudent. 
He  knew  there  were  habits  that  amounted  to  a  kind  of  fecond  nature, 
but  was  the  ufe  of  hnir  powder  of  this  defcription?  It  had  been  fug- 
gefted^  that  the  whole  of  it  fhould  be  aboliflied,  on  account  of  the 
article  being  wanted  for  a  much  more  worthy  ufe ;  what  if  the 
Houfe  (hould  finally  be  of  that  opinion  ?  there  would  be  an^  end  of 
that  part  of  the  revenue.  Two  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  pounds 
annual  revenue,  for  the  fupport  of  the  Government  of  the  people  of 
Great  Britain,  might  be  done  away  by  neceflTity.  This  was  not 
all,  for  it  was  fubjc5l  to  caprice  and  whim,  and  that  depended  on 
a  few  individuals,  namciy,  pcrfons  of  rank,  whofe  tafle  in  drefs  led 
Che  faftiion  5  fo  that  ten  or  a  dozen  individuals  might  put  an  end  tc 
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the  whole  2io,ocoI.  revenue  of  Great  Britain  in  the  courfc  of  one 
*  liour ;  he  granted  it  was  not  likely  they  wquld  do  fo,  but  tliey  might 
do  fo ;  he  thought  it  therefore,  a  very  unfubftantial  article  of  revenue. 
How  far  it  might  operate  as  a  regulation  with  rcfpecS  to  the  confunip- 
tion  of  flour,  was  another  qucftion  ;  the  more  it  fparcd  of  tliat  artr- 
clc  in  that  w  ay,  the  Icfs  it  muft  produce  to  the  revenue,  and  tlic 
qucftion  was  not  now  how  it  would  regulate,  but  how  it  would  pro- 
duce, and  upon  that  he  owned  he  exceedingly  doubted  for  one  ks 
efficacy.  Upon  a  former  day  there  was  a  convcrfation  upon  the 
qucftion  of  the  expcnce  of  tliis  war. — ^The  Minifter  faid  he  had 
great  fatisfatflion  in  reflecting  that  we  proceeded  in  the  diminution 
of  our  old  debt.  He  had  as  much  fatisfadion  on  that  point  as  it 
was  jxjffible  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  have,  but  he  was 
.  iwt  fb  bigoted  to  that  plan  as  to  be  blind  to  what  was  now  doir^, 
find  not  to  perceive  the  magnitude  of  the  new  debt,  which  wc  were 
«vcry  hour  increafing.  The  expcnce  of  this  war  had  been  ftatcd 
to  amount  already  to  fifty  millions  of  money.  He  did  not  know  it ; 
its  exad  amount  he  had  no  means  of  knowing,  but  he  believed  it  to 
be  much  more.  We  had  added  to  the- funded  debt  a  capital  of 
forty-fix  millions.  He  meant  by  the  loans  of  the  years  1793, 
'  1794,  and  the  loan  of  tlus  day  ;  to  that  migl;t  be  added  a  mighty 
load  of  unfunded  debt,  which  muft  be  a  fubjefl  of  inquiry  in  that 
Houfe  at  fome  future  time.  He  underltood  there  t^as  an  idea  of 
funding  the  floatii^  debt  of  the  navy  at  five  per  cent. ;  or  that  for 
every  i  ool.  there  (hould  be  allowed  1 08I.  He  fhould  fay  nothii^ 
of  the  merits  of  the  plan  now,  but  he  fhould  like  to  hear  fometfaing 
of  it  to-day,  and  he  fhould  like  to  know  why  fomcthing  of  that  fort 
was  not  to  be  adopted  with  refpecfl  to  the  prefent  loan  of  the  Empe- 
ror. With  regard  to  fome  of  the  general  obfciVations  of  the  Mi- 
nifter  on  die  war,  he  muft  fay  he  could  iiot  agree  with  him  ;  he 
had  emphatically,  as  ufual,  called  it  a  juft  and  neceffary  war.  Hc» 
on  the  contrary,  thought  it  neither  juft  nor  neceffary ;  if  not  neccf- 
fary,  it  could  not  be  juft— neceflary  It  could  not't>e,  for  it  might  have 
been  avoided.  Ij'hc  Miniltcr,  as  he  had  already  faidj  was  fanguinc 
in  his  ideas  concerning  the  commerce  of  tliis  countr}',  and  he  had 
Hated  circumftances  of  confolation  in  that  refpe£t.  To  a  certain 
extetit,  Mr.  Fox  (aid,  he  was  ready  to  allow  our  refources  to  be 
great ;  but  he  muft  alfo  fay,  that  the  fad  of  our  cxportations  being 
Icfs  laft  year  by  two  millions  than  they  had  been^  was  to  him  not 
very  confolatory.  Now  the  Minifter  had  better  fources  of  infor- 
mation tlian  he  had,  or  pretended  to  liave,  but  he  had  heard  fome 
things  related,  which  made  him  fear  that  we  muft  not  look  for  the 
foxnQ  lucccfs  as  to  tlic  extent  of  our  cxjportatiqu  in  future,  as  wc  havl 
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experienced  in  former  years.  The  fituatlon  of  the  Weft  Indies  ar* 
gued  this  ;  and  the  fituation  oiF  Holland  we  all  knew  and  fclt  to  be 
moft  materially  altered  ;  and  as  to  our  internal  condition,  he  owned 
he  did  not  fee  it  in  a  verj^-profpcrous  view.  He  would  inquire  of 
Mr.  Hobart  himfclf,  who  fat  in  the  chair  of.  the  Committee  this 
night,  whether  the  city  which  he  rcprefented  (Norwich)  was  net  laft 
year  in  great  diflrefs  ;  and  whether,  great  as  that  diftrcfs  was  laft 
year,  it  was  not  then  opulent,  profpcrous,  and  happy,  when  com- 
pared to  the  profpeft  of  the  year  to  come  r  Whfcther,  if  this  war 
continued,  the  wretched  remnant  of  their  trade  would  not  be  etitircly 
deftroycd  in  a  (hort  time  ?  Did  this  apply  alone  to  that  unfortunate 
city  r  No  ;  every  manufadlurer  in  the  kingdom  had  the. fame  ap- 
prehcnfion  as  the  manufa(Surcrs  of  Norwich  ;  they  would  tell  the 
Houfe,  with  one  voice,  they  muft  all  be  ruined,  if  this  war  conti- 
nued for  any  confidcrable  length  of  time ;  fo  that  indeed  no  rational 
man  could  fappofc  that  argument  of  our  former  profperity  can  be 
fairly  applicable  to  our  profpcft  for  future  years-  That  our  com- 
merce had  incrcafed  of  late  years,  he  admitted,  and  he  rejcMced  at 
it,  but  then  we  Ihould  look  forward,  and  examine  the  probabilit}'  of 
its  continuance.  The  laft  year,  he  had  been  told,  that  our  coginricrcc 
was  flourifliing,  becaufe  the  infurance  was  low  ;  what  could  be  faid 
now,  when  the  infurance  was  at  the  rate  of  thirty  guineas  from  the 
Mediterranean  ;  fmm  Portugal  twenty  ;  and  from  the  nearer  ports 
of  the  North  ten.  He  was  therefore  not  fo  fanguine  with  refpeft  to 
the  commerce  of  the  country.  How  for  it  could  go  on  in  the  manner 
it  was  now  proceeding,  he  could  not  tell,  but  he  was  afraid  not  to 
any  confidcrable  length  of  time.  He  wifhed  they  would  confider 
the  depredations  that  had  been  made  on  that  commerce,  and  they 
would  find,  that  fo  far  from  having  borne  the  juft  proportion  it 
fllould  have  borne  to  the  depredations  in  the  laft  war,  viz.  1 4  to  1 1 , 
it  had  been  more  than  14  to  7,  or  2  to  i.  This  was  not  foreign  , 
to  the  queftion,  though  at  firft  it  might  appear  fo :  becaufe  fo  much 
ftrcfs  had  been  laid  on  the  flouriftiing  ftate  of  our  commerce  in  the 
fpcech  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  faid  much  upon  the  blcflings  of  a  fecure  and  perma- 
-  ncnt  peace.  He  agreed  with  him  in  wifliing  for  fuch  blcffings  ; 
but  how  far  wc  fliould  continue  the  profccution  of  this  difaftrous, 
calamitous,  and  impolitic  war,  as  the  only  means  of  procuring  fuch 
blcflings,  was  a  queftion  of  great  importance,  and  one  to  which  the 
moft  grave  attention  of  the  Houfe  muft  foon  be  called.  If  we  con- 
tinued this  war»  it  would  be  a  queftion  how  much  wc  (hould  have 
to  add  to  the  amount  of  the  enormous  burdens  to  be  impofed  on  the 
people  of  this  country  by  die  proceedings  of  this  day.      It  would 
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then  be  neceflary  toconfidcr  how  far  the  pe<^lc  would  really  be  able 
to  bear  fuch  burdens.  He  would  afkthe  right  honourable  gentle- 
man if  he  could  look  with  confidence  to  fuch  an  event  ?  He  knew, 
as  well  as  the  Miniftcr,  wc  had  great  rcfources  ;  but  it  was  im- 
pofliblc  for  us  not  to.fee  we  are  getting  widiin  fight  of  tlic  end  of  our 
refources.  Whether  two  or  three  years  more  continuance  of  this  war 
'  would  be  too  much  for  the  people  of  tliis  country  to  bear,  he  could 
not  tdl.  Poffibly,  if  that  was  made  aqucftion,  he  might  vote  with 
the  moft  fanguine  upon  that  fubjecl ;  but  that  wc  fhould  foon  after- 
wards be  in  a  ftate  of  ruin,  no  man,  he  thought,  could  poffibly  doubt* 
He  therefore  thought  that  when  that  Houfe  was  voting  fo  many  millions 
of  pounds  for  the  fcrvicc  of  the  prefent  year,  we  ought  to  look  at 
the  probability  of  our  being  able  not  only  to  continue  that  fum  annu- 
ally, but  alfo  to  add  a  much  larger  fum.  He  would  venture  to  af- 
fcrt,  that  large  as  the  fum  propofcd  to-night  to  be  voted  was,  that 
which  would  be  wanted  for  the  following  year  wonld  be  much  larger, 
and  when  we  come  to  confider  the  fvftem  on  which  this  war  was  to 
be  profccuted,  and  that  wc  were  to  contend  for  the  cftabliihrnent  of 
a  form  of  Government  in  France,  that  man  muft  be  {anguine  indeed, 
ln'ho  expedlcd  that  Houfe  to  vote,  or  tlic  people  to  be  able  to  pay, 
thecxpence  which  would  attend  tliat  conteft.  Care  ftiould  be  taken 
that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fliould  not  vote  what  the  people  were 
unable  to  grant.  In  this  view  thebufiricfs  of  this  day  was  moft  fe- 
rious,  and  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  refle<5ling  on  it  would 
do  well  to  confider  the  danger  into  which  his  prefent  fyftem  of  pro- 
fecuting  the  war  muft  inevitably  iead  this  country,  for  wc  might 
foon,  with  all  our  profperity  and  happincfs,  be  placed  in  a  fituation 
fti  which. all  the .pruden(pe  in  th\s  world  would  not  be  fufficicnt  to 
prevent  our  entire  ruin.  We  w^cre  now  in  that  critical  ftate  of  af- 
fairs which  muft  be  provided  for  as  amply  as  polTible,  and  therefore 
he  could  not  objcft  to  the  propofitions  now  before  the  Committee, 
but  he  thought  the  proceedings  of  this  day  ought  to  lead  every  man 
in  that  Houfe,  and  every  rcflcfting  man  In  this  country,  to  confi- 
der moft  fcrioufly  the  calamitous  condition  in  which  wc  are,  todcvife 
every  means  in  his  power  to  produce  a  fpcedy  peace,  and  do  every 
thing  that  could  fairly  be  done  to  prevent  the  condu6Ung  of  this  war 
on  our  prefent  moft  rath  and  mad  fyftem  of  Continental  alliance. 
Thefe  were  the  obfervations  which  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  make.-— 
The  fituation  of  this  ciountry  w^as  fuch,  that  taxes,  however  fcvercly 
felt,  and  fevere  indeed  they  were,  muft  be  fubmitted  to;  but  he 
could  not  help  repeating,  that  although  he  did  not  opppfe  them, 
the  Emperor's  loan  was  made  upon  terms  which,  for  the  prefent, 
appeared  to  be  agaiftft  the  Emperor,  but  the  refult,  he  verily  believed, 
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would  be  that  the  burden  would  at  a  future  time  fall  with  ten  fold 
weight  upon  us.  Having  faid  this,  and  having  already  intimated 
that  he  ihould  not  oppfe  the  propofitions  of  the  Miniftcr  to-night, 
he  had  nothing  farther  to  add  upon  this  fubjeft. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  having  already  troubled  the 
Houfe  fo  much  at  length,  he  (hould  now  confine  himfclf  to  the  ex- 
planation of  one  or  two  points.  The  fubjeft  of  tlie  Auftrian  loan 
was  not  fairly  before  the  Houfe  ;  it  was,  however,  clearly  under- 
flood  that  every  fubfcriber  to  our  loan  was  conditionally  to  fubfcribc 
to  it.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  he  had  not 
ftatcd  from  what  the  bonus  of  the  fubfcribcrs  was  to  arife.  It  was 
to  arife  from  the  Auftrian  loan,  if  it  took  place.  He  had  not  con- 
iidered  it  as  the  proper  time  to  difcufs  the  terms  of  the  loan,  till 
thefe  were  formal Iv  brouf^ht  before  the  Houfe  bv  an  intimation  from 
His  Majefty.  He  had,  however,  no  objeflion  to  mention  the 
terms,  for  the  fatisfad^ion  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman :  For 
every  lool.  advanced,  the  fubfcriber  was  to  have  five  fixths  in  the 
3  per  cents,  and  an  annuity  of  5I.  for  25  years.  When  intereft 
was  at  5  per  cent,  an  annuity  for  25  years  was  valued  at  14  years 
purchafe ;  it  might  fell  for  1 3  years  purchafe,  and  in  the  prefenft 
inftance  was  therefore  only  rated  at  ten.: — The  fubfcribcrs  to  the 
loan  to  the  Emperor,  had,  upon  the  whole,*  the  advantage  of  about 
6  per  cent,  and  it  would  remain  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
to  try,  whether  upon  his  own  calculations,  he  could*  perfuade  them 
to  advance  the  fum  at  3.  The  circumftance  of  borrowing  24  mil- 
lions made  the  terms  much  worfe  to  the  countr)*^  than  if  we  had  only 
borrowed  18.  It  was  fair,  therefore,  that  wc  (hould  fo  arrange  the 
terms' of  the  rcfpedlive  loans  as  might  fecure  to  ourfclves  acompen- 
fation  for  the  difad vantage  we  fuftaincd. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  that  he  could  point  out  to  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  a  mode  of  faving  three  or  four  millions  to  the  coun- 
try ;  and,  if  he  could  do  fo,  it  ought  to  be  adopted.  The  conduft 
of  the  Minifter  himfelf  had  pointed  out  to  him  the  method.  He 
had  come  to  an  agreement  with  the  holders  of  navy  bills  to  fund 
their  demands  at  5  per  cent.  If  the  fame  mode  were  adopted  with 
the  6  millions  to  the  Emperor,  3  millions  at  leaft  would  be  favcd 
to  the  country.  The  intereft  of  6  millions,  at  5  per  cent,  would 
be  300,000!.  whereas  as  the  tprms  flood  now  with  the  long  annui- 
ties, the  intereft  was  450,000!.  One  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  would  be  faved,  which,  in  25  years,  would  pay  off  the 
whole  amount  of  the  loan  ;  and  at  prefcnt,  though  the  annuities 
would  expire  in  25  years,  yet  a  confiderable  fum  would  remain  to 
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be  cleared.    In  every  point  of  view  he  thought  the  loan  to  Ac  Em- 
peror to  be  a  bankrupt  baignin. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  we  ought  to  have  made  the  fame  terms  for  the 
Emperor  as  for  ourfel ves,  bccaufe  the  bargain  might  be  eventually 
ours.  He  thought  that  the  only  fair  advantage  to  be  taken  was, 
to  put  us  in  the  fame  ftate  as.  if  we  had  not  guaranteed  the  loan  to 
the  Emperor.  He  wiflied  to  know  whether  the  Houfc  were  at  li- 
berty to  alter  the  terms  of  the  loan,  and  offer  others  whether  at 
5  per  cent,  or  any  other.  What  he  nieant  by  the  three  millions 
to  be  favcd  by  the  Emperor,  was  not  that  it  could  be  favcd  in  tiw 
firft  inftance,  but  that  ultimately  it  might. — He  fupportedMr.  Huf- 
fey  in  what  he  had  advanced,  and  again  prcffcd  on  the  Houfc  the 
abfurdity  of  giving  their  votes  for  the  loan  to  the  Emperor,  without 
knowing  the  terms. ' 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  declared,  that  he  did  not  conceive  hinv 
fclf  at  liberty  to  propofc  any  other  terms  to  the  fubfcribers  to  th« 
loan,  than  the  alternative  he  had  already  ftatcd  to  the  Houfc.  Hd 
thought  it  a  curious  argument  to  fay,  that  we  ought  to  have  made 
the  fame  terms  for  the  Emperor  as  for  ourfel vcs,  when  the  confe- 
qucnce  would  be,  that  by  lowering  tlie  terms  of  the  Emperor's  loan, 
we  muft  have  raifedthofe  of  our  own  ;  fo  that  a  certain  incrcafe  of 
burden  would  have  bc(?n  made  with  rcfpeft  to  three-fourths  of  the 
loan,  in  order  to  fecure  a  pofliblc  advantage  in  onc-fourtli,  which 
might  eventually  fall  on  us.  He  contended,  that  the  calculations 
of  Mr.  Fox,  as  to  the  faving  of  three  millions,  and  of  Mr.  Huffey, 
through  the  whole  of  his  argument,  were  ermneous,  bccaufe  they 
had  not  confidered  the  difcount,  nor  examined  into  the  length  of  time 
their  plan  would  take,  and  the  value  of  an  annuity  of  fuch  a  period, 
which  he  conceived  to  be  the  only  fair  method  of  comparifon ;  and 
though  Mr.  Huffey  had  tvice  afferted  that  the  prefcnt  was  a  bank- 
rupt bargain,  he  had  never  attempted  to  prove  liis  affertion, 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  there  was  one  point  which  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  mentioned,  which  ho  muft  beg  leave  to  take  notice 
of.  The  right  honourable  gentlcmnn  had  faid,  that  he  (Mr.  Fox) 
had  anfwercd  forhimfclf,  that  he  believed  we  fhould  have  the  Em- 
peror's loan  to  make  good,  and  he  had  alfo  affumed  that  every  body 
elfe  thought  fo  likewife  ;  now  he  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  an  equal  right  to 
affumc  the  contrary.  Mr.  Fox  declared,  that  what  was  attributed 
to  him  as  affumption,  was,  in  his  opinion,  an  indifputable  hA  i 
he  did  not  fpcak  from  furmife  or  from  hearfay  opinions  of  this  man, 
or  the  other,  but  from  the  plain  and  open  declarations  of  all  the 
monied  men  in  Europe,  who  had  every  one  in  their  turns  fpoke 
the  fame  language  in  the  ftrongeft  terms.     The  Emperor  had  en* 
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deavoured  to  borrow  money  in  every  country  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe^  and  the  monied  men  had  rcfufed  to  lend  it  on  the  Empa* 
ior*s  own  fecurity.  He  had  attempted  to  borrow  money  on  his  own 
fccurity  in  this  country,  and  the  monied  men  had  refufed  to  lend. 
No  fooner  did  the  Minlfter  hold  forth  that  the  Parliament  of  En- 
gland would  guarantee  the  loan  to  the  Emperor,  than  the  monied 
men  immediately  came  forward  to  fill  the  loan ;  this  was  fpeaking 
in  broad  terms,  that  they  would  not  truft  the  Emperor,  becaufe 
they  did  not  believe  he  would  pay  them,  but  as  die  Parliament 
would  agree  to  guarantee  the  payment,  they  would  fend  their  mo- 
ney. Certainly,  therefore,  they  faid,  in  fo  many  words,  they  ex- 
pelled the  Parliament  wouldi  in  the  end,  be  their  paymaftcrs.  He 
Supported  the  argument  of  his  honourable  friend,  (Mr.  Huffcy)  and 
maintained  tliat  he  was  right  in  his  alTertion,  that  an  annuity  of 
450,0001.  regularly  paid  by  the  Bank  of  England  would  annihilate 
the  debt  of  fix  millions  advanced  to  the  Emperor  within  five  and 
twenty  years. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied  to  the  firft  part,  that  the  monied 
men  having  rcfufed  to  lend  the  money  without  the  guaranty  of  Por- 
liament,  was  by  no  means  a  conclufive  argument  that  they  expedted 
the  payment  would  ultimately  fall  upon  this  country.  It  only 
went  to  fhew  that  they  thought  there  was  a  rifk  in  the  bufinefs,  and 
that  they  wifhed  to  hive  the  beft  poflTiblc  fecurity,  but  did  not  go 
the  length  to  which  the  honourable  gentleman,  for  his  ov^n  purpofe 
in  argument,  extended  it. 

Mr.  BUXTON  faid,  he  did,  not  wifh  to  go  into  the  matter  of 
the  AuArian  loan  at  prcfent^  and  would  therefore  content  himfelf 
with  an  obfervation  or  two,  on  what  had  fallen  from  Members  with 
regard  to  fome  of  the  taxes.  For  his  own  part,  he  could  have 
wifhed  that  the  tax  on  hair-powder,  by  the  licence  required  to  be 
taken  out  in  order  to  be  entided  to  wear  it — he  could  wifh  that  it 
were  made  a  perpetual  tax.  Some  years  ago  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  wheat  was  exported  from  this  country,  which  brought  a  pro- 
portionate quantity  of  riches  into  it ;  for  many  years  this  pradlicc 
had  failed,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  landholders  and  farmers.  As 
it  was  afferted,  and  with  great  appearance  of  truth,  that  immcnfc 
quantities  of  wheat  were  confumed  in  hair-powder,  he  wifhed  that 
the  licence  might  be  made  fuch  as  to  amount  to  a  prohibition  of 
wearing  it,  if  by  that  means  the  export  of  wheat  might  again  take 
place,  or  a  fcarcity  at  home  be  avoided. 

With  rcfpeft  to  the  mcafute  of  regulating  the  franking  of  letters^ 
he  approved  it  very  much  ;  but  he  thought  it  would  refle6t  infinitely 
higher  honour  on  that  Houfc,  and  give  far  more  cxtcnfive  fatisfac- 
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lion  to  the  people  at  large,  if  the  pradlice  was  altogether  aboliifaed. 
A  right  honourable  gcndeman  (Mr.  Fox)  had  taken  particular  no- 
tice of  the  great  diftrefe  brought  on  the  manufaflurcrs  of  Norwich 
by  the  war.  He  believed  the  diftrefs  of  thefe  mifcrablc  people  was 
as  great  as  it  was  reprefcnted  to  be,  but  did  not  think  it  was  by  any 
means  to  be  wholly  imputed  to  the  war ;  the  mnnufadhurs  of  that 
place  had  been  greatly  injured  before  the  war,  owing  to  havii^ 
fallen  into  difufe  by  the  people  of  this  country ;  the  Manchefler 
maiiufad^ures  had  obtained  a  preference,  which  had  hurt  thofe  of 
Norwich  very  much  ;  but  he  thought  the  edift  of  the  Emprefs  of 
Ruffia  had  done  them  more  injury  than  all  the  reft. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  wiftied  to  know  whether  the  Minifter  was  fo 
engaged,  that  he  could  not,  without  breach  of  agreement,  nego- 
ciatc  the  Imperial  loan  with  other  parties,  and  on  other  terms,  than 
thofc  which  he  had  ftated  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  the  loan  in  quedion  might  or  might 
not  not  take  place  ;  but  if  the  Houfe  (hould  agree  to  fuch  a  mea- 
furc,  he  could  fubmit  no  other  terms  than  thofc  entered  into  with 
the  paities  with  whom  he  made  a  provifional  agreement. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BARING  expreffed  his  alarm  at  the  magnitude 
of  the  fum  to  be  raifed,  in  proportion  to  what  had  been  ftated  to 
be  the  whole  amount  of  the  export  trade  of  the  country.  Rcfped- 
ing  the  taxes  on  wine,  (pints,  and  tea,  he  approved  them  fo  far  as 
they  could  be  macje  productive.  As  to  the  two  laft,  he  thought  it 
was  worthy  the  confideration  of  a  financier,  to  take  care  that  he  did 
not  draw  the  line  too  tight ;  for  if  he  did,  he  was  afraid  that  he 
would  again  occafion  the  revival  of  that  baneful,  illicit  trade,  fmug- 
gling. 

Mr.   MAURICE  ROBINSON  faid,  that  he  faw  no  rtafon 
why  we  fhould  give  to  the  Emperor  a  loan  of  fix  millions,  if  we 
had  ground  to  think  that  he  would  be  farisfied  with  four. 
The  other  refolutions  were  then  read  and  agreed  to. 
The  Houfe  was  refumed,  and  the  Report  ordered  to  be  received 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  EAST  moved  lor  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  the 
removal  of  poor  perfons,  before  they  became  aSually  chargeable, 
which,  after  a  few  words  from  Sir  William  Young  and  Mr,  Jol- 
lifFc,  was  granted. 

Mr.  WALLACE  moved,  «  That  Sir  Edward  KnatchbuU  be 
added  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  iignatures 
of  a  petition  from'Carlifle." 

Mr.  FOX  obferved,  that  he  had  no  otjedHon  to  the  name  of  die 
matOxf  Baronet  hmg  added  to  the  Conunittee  ;  but  thought  the 
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motion  might  as  well  be  deferred  until  the  gentlemen  who  took  the 
part  of  prcfcnting  and  feconding  the  petition, '  appeared  in  the 
Houfe. 

Colonel  MAITLAND  was  of  the  fame  opinion. 

Mr.  Wallace   fald  a  few  words  in  favour  of  the  motion, 
which  was  put  and  carried. 

Colonel  MAITLAND  then  moved,  «  That  Mr.  Lambtonbc 
added  to  the  fame  Committee."     Ordered. 

Mr.  WALLACE  was  about  to  propofe  to  add  another  Member 
to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  believed  he  (hould  fave  fome 
time  to  the  Houfe  ;  he  moved,  "  That  all  have  voices  that  attend 
the  faid  Committee/*     Ordered. 

Mr.  HOBART  brought  up  the  Refolutions  which  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  had  direfted  him  to  report  to  the 
Houfe  ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  table,  where  the  fame  were  read,  and  are  as  follow,  viz. 

Rciblved, 
That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That,  towards  raiGng  the 
fupply  granted  to  His  Majefly,  the  fum  of  eighteen  millions  be  raifcd  by 
annuities,  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  fay  :  That  every  contributor 
to  the  faid  fum  of  eighteen  millions  (liall,  for  every  lool.  contributed 
and  paid,  be  entitled  to  the  principal  fum  of  lool.  in  annuities,  after  the 
rate  of  jl.'pcr  centum,  to  commence  from  the  5th  day  of  January,  ^795, 
and  to  be  added  to,  and  made  one  joint  ftock  with,  the  3I.  per  centum 
annuities,  confolidated  by  the  a6ts  of  the  25th,  28th,  29th,  33d,  and 
33d  years  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majet^y  King  Gee  rj^e  the  Second,  and 
by  icveral  fubfequent  a6ls,  and  to  be  payable  and  transferrable  at  the  Bank 
of  England,  at  the  fame  time,  and  in  the  fame  manner,  and  fubje^t  to 
the  like  redemption  by  Parliament,  as  the  faid  3!.  per  centum  confolidated 
annuities  are  payable  and  transferrable  there  :  That  every  contributor 
(liuU  alfo  be  entitled  to  the  farther  principal  fum  of  33I.  6s.  8d.  in  an* 
uuitie^-,  after  the  rare  of  4I.  per  centum,  to  .commence  from  the    lotlk^ 
day  of  Oduber,  1794^  and  to  be  added  to,  and  mad.e  one  joint  Aock  with, 
certain  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  4I.  per  centum,  which  were  confoli* 
dated  by  the  sk€ts  of  the  20ch,  ^lil,  2 ad,  23d,  and  34th  years  of  the 
reign  of  hid  prefent  Majefty,  and  to  be  payable  and  transferrable  at  the 
.  Bank  of  England,  at  the  fame  time,  and  in  the  fame  manner,  andfub* 
jed^  to  the  like  redcmocionby  Parliament,  as  the  faid  4K  per  centum  con- 
folidated annuities  are  payable  and  transferrable  there  :  That  every  fuch 
conthbtttoi  fiiall  likewife  be  entitled  to  an  annuity  of  eight  fhtUings  an4 
fixpence  per  centum,  to  commence  from  the  loth  day  of  O^ober,  1794.4 
aaU  GO  continue  for  the  term  of  (ixty-iive  years  and  a  quarter,  and  rhca 
to  ceafe,  over  and  above  the  principal  fums  of  lOol.  after  the  rate  of  3U 
per  centum  per  annum,  and  33L  6s.  8d,  after  the  rate  of  4I.  per  centum 
per  annum,  in  rclpeft  of  every  zooL  to  be  contributed  and  paid  towards 
raidng  the  faid  fum  of  eighteen  millions,  which  annuity  of  eight  iliil« 
lings  and  fixpence  per  centum,  fo  to  continue  for  fixt.y*nve  years  and  a 
cjua:ier,  (lull  be  added  to,  and  made  one  joint  ilock  with,  certain  annul- 
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ties  (>ay able  at  the  Bank  of  Eng^land,  whicli  were  granted  for  the  feversd 
terms  of  ninety-nine,  ninety-eight,  eighty,  feventy-eight,  feventy-fcven 
years,  fcventy-fiv^e  years  and  a  half,  fixty-nine  years  and  a  quarter^  and 
fixty-fix  years  and  a  c|^uartcr,  and  were,  by  the  a6ts  of  the  4th,  20tlf, 
and  2  2d  years  of  the  feign  of  his  prefent  ^fajefty,  and  by  feveral  fubfe- 
quent  a«5^8,  confoUdated,  and  made  one  joint  {lock  of  annuities,  and  (hall 
be  paid,  payable,  and  transfcrrable,  at, the  fame  time,  and  in  the  fame 
manner,  as  the  faid  annuities,  fo  confolidatcd  by  the  ads  of  the  4th,  aoth^ 
and  -2  2d  years  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  are  payable  and  trans- 
ferrable  at  the  faid  Bank  of  England  :  That  the  feveral  annuities,  after 
the  rate  of  3I.  per  centum,  4I.  per  centum,  and  eight  ihillings  and  fix* 
pence  per  centum,  fo  to  be  payable  as  aforefaid,  fhall  be  charged,  and 
chargeable  upon,  and  payable  out  of,  the  Confolidared  Fund  :    Th^it 
every  contributor  (hall,  on  or  before  the  27th  day  of  this  inflant  Febru- 
ary, make  a  depofit  of  lol.  per  centum  on  i'uch  ium  as  he  or  ihe  (hail 
chufe  tofubfcribe  towards  raiiing  the  faid  fum  of  eighteen  millions,  with 
the  Chief  Caihi^r  or  Cafhiers  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  as  a  fecurity  for  making  the  future  payments  on  or 
before  the  days  or  times  hereinafter  mentioned  :  that  is  to  lay, 
xol.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  17th  day  of  April  next*- 
lol.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  12th  day  of  June  next. 
lol.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  17th  day  of  July  next, 
15I.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  28th  day  of  Auguft  next. 
15I.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  23d  day  of  Odober  next. 
1 51,  per  centum  on  or  baforc  the  27th  day  of  November  next* 
1 5I.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  i  qth  day  of  January,  1 796. 

That  all  the  monies,  fo  to  be  received  by  the  faid  Cafhier  or  Cafliiert 
of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  (hall  be  paid 
into  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  to  be  applied,  from  time  to  time,  to 
fuch  fcrviccs  as  fliall  then  have  been  voted  by  this  Houfe,  in  this  feflion 
of  Parliament :  That  every  contributor,  who  fliall  pay  in  the  whole  of 
his  or  her  contribution  money,  towards  the  faid  fum  of  eighteen  millions, 
at  any  time  on  or  before  the  20th  day  of  March,  179^9  fhall  be  allowed 
an  intereft,  by  way  of  difcount,  after  the  rate  of  3I.  per  centum  per  an- 
num on  the  fum  fb  completing  liis  or  her  contribution  refpe£lively,  to  be 
computed  from  the  23dday  of  Januar}',  1795,  to  the  15th  day  of  Janu- 
ary,  1796;  and  that  every  contributor,  who  fliall  pay  in  the  whole  of 
his  or  her  contribution  money  as  aforefaid,  at  any  time  fubfequent  to 
the  20th  day  of  March,  7795,  and  previous  to  the  a7tb  day  of  Novem- 
ber,  179^9  fliall  be  allotvcd  a  like  interefl^  by  way  of  difcount,  after  the 
rate  of  3 1,  per  centum  per  annum  on  the  fum  fo  completing  his  or  her 
contribution  refpe^lively,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  completing 
the  fame  to  the  1 5th  day  of  Januar)*,  1 796  :  That  every  contributor  to- 
wards raiiing  the  faid  Ium  of  eighteen  millions  fliall,  in  proportion  to 
every  lool.  fo  contributed  and  paid,  be  at  liberty  to  contribute  the  fum 
of  thirty-three  pounds  fix  flullings  and  eight  pence  to  any  loan,  not  ex- 
ceeding fix  millions  flerling, '  for  the  fervice  of  the  Emperor,  which  fliall 
be  .made  under  the  guarantee  of  Parliament,  for  the  payment  of  the  di- 
vidends thereupon,  by  virtue  of  any  adt  to  be  paiTed  in  the  prefent  feflioa 
of  Parliament :  that,  in  cafe  provifion  (hall  not  be  made  by  any  a%  to 
be  pafled  in  the  prefent  feilion  of  Parliament,  for  fuch  guarantee,  of  the 
payment  of  the  dividends  on  a  loan  for  the  fervice  of  the  Emperor,  every 
contributor  to  the  faid  fum  of  eighteen  millions  (halt,  for  everv  tool. 
contributed  and  paid,  be  entitled  to  a  farther  annuity  of  four  flulhngs  per 
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centum,  to  commence  from  the  loth  day  of  Oiflobcr,  1794/  and  to  con- 
tinue for  the  tern  of  fixty-fivc  years  and  a  qiiancr,  and  then  to  ccafe, 
which  fhall  be  added  to,  and  made  one  joint  flock  with,  the  annuity  of 
eight  fliillings  and  fixpence  herein  before  mentioned  :  That,  in  cafe  pro- 
vifion  fliall  be  made,  by  any  adt  to  be  paflTed  inthe  prefcnt  feilion  of  Par- 
liament, for  fuch  guarantee  for  the  payment  of  the  dividends  on  the  loan 
for  the  fervice  of  the  Emperor  to  an  amount  Icfs  than  fix  millions  ilerling, 
every  contributor  to  the  faid  loan  of  eighteen  millions  fhall  be  entitled  to 
a  farther  annuity,  on' every  lool.  fo  contributed  to  the  faid  loan  of  eighteen 
millions,  in  the  proportion  of  (ixpence  per  centum  for  every  fcven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  ftcrling  by  which  fuch  loan  fliall  fall  fliort 
of  the  iaid  turn  of  fix  millions  llcrling,  and  (hall  alfo  be  at  liberty  to  con- 
tribute to  fuch  loan  for  the  fervice  of  the  Emperor  a  fum  which  fliali 
bear  the  fame  proportion  to  every  one  hundred  pounds  pontsibuted  by 
fuch  contributor  fo  the  faid  loan  of  eighteen  millions,  as  the  whole 
amount  of  fuch  loan  for  the  fervice  of  the  Emperor  fhall  bear  to  the  faid 
fum  of  eighteen -millions. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  twenty  poundj  be  charged  for  every  ton  of 
Portugal  or  Madeira  wine,  and  wine  of  the  produce  of  Spain,  or  of  any 
of  the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Spain,  which  fliall  be  imported  inra 
Great  Britain,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  Icfs  quantity,  and 
for  which  all  the  duties  payable  thereon  fliall  not  be  paid  on  or  before  the 
73d  day  of  February,   1795. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  thirty  pounds  be  charged  for  every  ton  of 
all  other  wine,  which  fliall  be  imported  into  Great  Britain,  and  fo  in 
pro'poriion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity,  and  for  which  all  the  duties 
payable  thereon  fliall  not  be  paid  on  or  before  the  23d  day  of  Februar}', 

That  an  additional  duty  of  twenty  pounds  be  charged  for  every  ton  of 
Portugal  or  Madeira  wine,  and  wine  of  the  produce  of  Spain,  or  of  any 
of  the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Spain,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater 
or  lefs  quantity,  which,  after  the  23d  day  of  February,  1795,  fliall  be 
in  the  flock,  cuflody,  or  pofleffion,  of  any  dealer  or  dealers  in,  or  feller 
or  fellers  of,  foreign  wine.  ' 

That  an  additional  duty  of  thirty  pounds  be  charged  for  every  ton 
of  all  other  foreign  wine,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  left 
quantity,  which,  after  the  23d  day  of  February,  17951  fliidl  be  in  the 
flock,  cuflody,  or  polTeflion,  of  any  dealer  or  dealers  in,  or  feller  or  feU 
lers  of,  foreign  wine. ' 

That  a  drawback  of  twenty  pounds  p^r  ton  be  granted  upon  the  expor- 
tation of  Portugal  a'nd  Madeira  wine,  and  wine  of  the  produce  of  Spain^ 
or  oij\ny  of  the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Spain,  imported  into  Great 
Britain,  and  exported  to  any  place  beyond  the  feas  as  merchandize. 

That  a  drawback  of  thirty  pounds  per  ton  be  granted  upon  the  ex- 
portation of  all  other  foreign  wine  imported  into  Great  Britain,  and  ex- 
ported to  any  ^iace  beyond  the  feas  as  merchandize. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  an  additional  duty  of 
ten  pence  be  laid  upon  every  gallon  of  Angle  brandy  imported  into  Great 
Britain,  and  for  which  all  the  duties  payable  thereon  fliall  not  be  paid 
on  or  before  the  23d  day  of  February  1795. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  fliiilling  and  eight  pence  be  laid  upon 
every  gallon  of  brandy,  above  proof,  imported  into  Great  Britain,  and 
for  which  all  the  duties  payable  thereon  fhall  not  be  paid  on  or  before 
|hc  23d  day  of  February  1795, 
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That  an  additional  duty  of  eight  pence  be  kid  upon  every  galloD  of 
rum,,  fpiritf,  or  Aqua  Vitsc,  of  the  produce  of  the  Britifli  colonies  or 
plantations,  imported  into  Great  Britain,  and  for  which  all  the  duties 
payable  thereon  ihall  not  be  paid  on  or  before  the  23d  day  of  Fcbiuary 

1795- 
That  an  additional  duty  of  one  fliilling  and  four  pence  be  laid  upon 

every  gallon  of  rum,  fpirits,  or  Aqua  Vita,  above  proof,  of  the  produce 
of  the  Britidi  colonics  or  pUntations,  imported  into  Great  Britain,  and 
for  which  all  the  duties  payable  thereon  Ihall  not  be  paid  on  or  before 
the  23d  day  of  February  1795. 

That  an  additional  duty  ot  eight  pence  be  charged  upon  every  gallon 
of  rum  or  fpirits,  of  the  produce  of  the  BritiQi  plantations,  which,  oa 
the  23d  day  of  February  1795,  fliall  be  in  any  warchoufe  in  which  the 
fame  (hall  have  been  put  fubjccl  and  according  to  the  rules,  regulations, 
reiM6tions,  and  provifions,  contained  and  provided  in  an  a^t  of  Parlia* 
ment,  made  in  the  1 5th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majcfty  ICing  George 
the  Second,  concerning  the  landing  of  rum  or  fpirits,  of  the  Britifh  fu» 
gar  plantations,  before  payment  ot  the  duties  of  excife  and  lodging  the 
fame  in  warehoufes,  and  which  (liall,  from  and  after  the  faid  23d  day 
of  February,  be  delivered  out  of  any  fuch  warehoufc  or  warehoufes  rc- 
fpecllvcly,  for  home  confumption,  except  fuch  rum  or  fpirits  for  which 
all  the  duties  due  and  payable  thereon  fliall  have  been  paid  on  or  before 
the  faid  23d  day  of  February, 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  ftiillingand  four  pence  be  charged  upon 
every  gallon  of  rum  or  fpirits,  over  proof,  of  the  produce  of  the  BritiOi 
plantations,  which,  on  the  faid  23d  day  of  February  17(^5  fliall  be  in 
any  fuch  warchoufe,  and  which  fliall,  from  and  after  the  faid  23d  day 
of  February,  be  delivered  out  of  any  fuch  warchoufe  for  home  confump* 
tion,  except  fuch  rum  or  fpirits  for  which  all  the  duties  payable  thcrcoo 
Ihall  have  been  paid  on  or  before  the  faid  23d  day  of  Febru-ry  i79>« 

That  an  additional  duty  of  ten  pence  be  laid  upon  every  gallon  of  fio-r 
gle  fpiiits,  or  Aqua  Vitx  (other  than  fuch  brandy,  rum,  or  fpirits,  as 
aforefaid)  imported  into  Great  Britain,  and  for  ivhich  all  the  duties  pay- 
able thereon  fliall  not  be  paid  on'  or  before  the  2  3d  day  of  February  i795» 
That  an  additional  duty  of  one  fliilling  and  eight  pence  be  laid  upon 
every  gallon  of  fpirits,  or  AquaVitae  (other  than  fuch  brandy,  rum,  or 
fpirits,  as  aforefaid)  above  proof,  imported  into  Great  Britain,  and  for 
which  all  the  duties  payable  thereon  fliall  not  be  paid  on  or  before  the 
23d  day  of  February  1 795, 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  penny  be  laid  upon  every  galion  of 
fermented  wort  or  wafli  which  fliall  be  brewed  or  made  in  that  pait  of 
Great  Britain  called  England,  for  extracting  fpirits,  for  home  confump- 
tion, from  any  malt,  corn,  grain,  or  tilts,  or  any  mixture  with  the  fame, 
.  and  which  fliall  not  be  actually  diflillcd  into  fpirits  on  or  before  the  23d 
day  of  Februaiy  1 795, 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  penny  be  laid  upon  eve;y  gallon  of  cy« 
der  or  perry,  or  any  other  wafli  or  liquor,  which  fliall  be  brewed  or  rpade 
in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  from  any  fort  or  kind  of 
Britifli  materials  (except  fuch  as  are  before  mentioned)  or  from  any  mix- 
ture therewith,  for  ext  raffling  fpirits  for  home  confumption,  and  which 
fliall  not  be  actually  diilitled  into  fpirits  on  or  before  the  23d  day  of  Fe- 
bruary 1795. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  penny  half-penny  be  laid  upon  every 
g?.Uon  of  fermented  wort  or  waflj,  which  fliall  be  brewed  Or  mad^i  \n  tha( 
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part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  from  melafles  or  fugar,  or  any 
mixture  therewith,  for  extra6lin^  fpirits  for  home  confumption,  and 
which  (hall  not  be  adtually  diftilled  into  fplrits  on  or  before  the  23d  day 
of  February  1795. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  two  pence  be  laid  upon  every  gallon  of  wafli, 
which  fhall  be  brewed  or  made,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  £n« 
^landy  from  foreign  refafcdwine,  or  foreign  cyder  or  waih  prepared  from 
foreign  materiak,  except  melafles  and  fugar,  or  any  mixture  therewith, 
for  extra-^ing  fpirits  for  home  confumption,  and  which  (hall  not  be  adu- 
dlly  diftilled  inty  fpirits  on  or  before  the  ^^d  day  of  February  1795. 

That  an  additional  duty  at,  and  after  the  rate  of,  two  (liillinga  and 
eight  pence  three  farthings,  be  laid  upon  every  ninety -fix  gallons  of  wad), 
which  Sir  William  Bifliop,  Argles  Bifhop,  and  George  Biihop,  or  the 
furvivor  or  furvivors  of  them,  (hall  produce  from  a  weight  of  malt  or 
other  corn,  including  the  bran  thereof,  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
and  twelve  pounds,  and  which  fliall  not  be  aiStually  diftitled  into  ipirits 
on  or  before  the  23d  day  of  February  1795. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  eleven  flnllings  and  fevcn  pence  farthine 
be  charged  for  evcrv  barrel  of  liquor  which  fliall  be  made  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, for  falc,  by  mfufion,  fermentation,  or  otherwife,  from  fruit  or 
fugat,  or  from  f ruit  or  fu gar  mixed  with  any  other  inp^redicnts  or  materw 
aii  whatfoevcr,  commonly  called  fwects,  or  called  or  dilHnguifhcd  by  the 
xi2(meof  made  wines,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  IcH;  quantity. 
That  an  additional  duty  of  feven  pounds  ten  fliillings  per  centum  De 
laid  upon  all  tea  which  (liuil  be  fold  in  Great  Britain  by  the  united  com* 
pany  of  merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  Bail  Indies,  to  be  computed 
upon  the  grofs  prices  at  which  fuch  tea  fliall  b^  fold. 

That  a  drawback  of  the  duty  be  granted  upon  the' exportation  of  all 
fuch  tea,  fold  by  the  faid  united  company,  and  exported  to  any  place 
where  a  drawback  of  the  duty  on  tea  is  now  allowed  by  law. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  ^x  pence  half-penny  be  charged  for  every 
pound  weight  avoirdupoife  of  cocoa  nuts,  ot*  the  growth  or  produce  of 
any  Britilli  colony  or  plantation  in  America,  imp^rteil  into  Great  Britain, 
and  which  fliall  be  delivered  out  of  the  warehuut'e  in  which  the  iame  fliall 
bavebeen  lodged,  under  the  care  and  cuftody  of  thf  proper  officers  for 
fecuring  the  duties  payable  thereon  for  home  conOimptitin,  and  fo  in  pro- 
portion for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity,  and  for  which  all  the  duties  pay- 
able thereon  fliall  not  be  paid  on  or  before  the  23d  day  of  February  1 79  j. 
That  an  additional  duty  of  one  fliilling  and  eight  pence  be  charged 
for  every  pound  weight  avoirdupoifc  of  cocoa  nuts,  of  the  growth  or 
produce  of  any  other  place,  imported  into  Great  Britain,  and  which  fliall 
DC  delivered  out  of  the  warchoufe  in  which  the  fame  fliallhave  been  lodged ' 
under  the  care  and  cuftudy  of  the  proper  officers  for  fecuring  the  duiiea 
payable  thereon  for  home  confumption,  and  (b  in  proportion  for  any 
greater  or  lefs  quantity,  and  *or  which  all  the  duties  payable  thereon  fliall 
not  be  paid  on  or  before  the  23d  day  of  February  1795. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  fix  jxmce  half-penny  be  charged  for  every 
pound  weight  avoirdupoife  of  coftce,  of  the  growth  or  produce  of  any 
Britifli  colony  or  plantation  in  America,  imported  into  Great  Britain, 
and  which  fl«all  be  delivered  out  of  the  warehoufc  in  which  the  fame  fliall 
have  been  lodged  under  the  care  and  cuflody  of  the  proper  oflicers  for 
fecuring  the  duties  payable  thereon  for  home  confumption,  and  fo  in 
proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity,  and  for  which  all  the  duties 
payable  thcreoii  .fliail  not  be  paid  oa  or  before  the  23d  day  of  February 
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That  an  additional  duty  of  one  (hilling  and  eight  pesce  be  charged 
for  every  pound  weight  avoirdupoiic  of  coffee,  of  the  growth  or  produce 
of  any  other  place,  imported  into  Greuc  Britain,  and  which  (hall  be  de- 
livered out  of  the  warehoalb  in  which  the  fame  ihall  have  been  lodjTcd 
under  the  care  and  cuftody  of  the  proper  officers  forfecuring  the  duties 
payable  thereon  for  home  confumption,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any 
greater  or  Icfs  quantity,  and  for  which  all  the  duties  payable  thereon 
ihdl  not  be  paid  on  or  before  the  23d  day  of  February  1  jg^ 

That  an  additional  drawback  of  five  pence  be  granted  upon  the  ex- 
portation of  chocolate,  which  fhall  be  made  in  Great  Britain,  of  cocoa 
nuts,  of  the  growth  or  produce  of  any  Britiih  colony  or  plantation  iu 
America,  imported  into  Great  Britain. 

That  an  additional  drawback  of  «ne  {hilling  and  four  pence  be  granted 
upon  the  exportation  af  chocolate,  which  (hall  be  made  in  Great  Britain, 
of  cocoa  nuts,  of  the  growth  or  produce  of  any  other  place,  imported 
into  Great  Britain. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  (hilling  and  fourp^nce  be  charged  upon 
every  one  hundred  weight  of  raifins  of  the  fun  impoAed  into  this  king- 
dom. 

That  a  drawback  of  one  (InUin^^  and  four  pence  be  allowed  upon  eveiy 
t)ne  hundred  weight  of  railins  of  the  fun  escported  from  this  kingdom. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  fcven  pence  he  char-^cd  upon  every  one 
hundred  weight  of  Smyin;i  rai fins  imported  into  this  kingdom. 

That  a  drawback  of  fcvcu  pence  be  allowed  upon  every  one  hundred 
weight  of  Smyrna  raifins  exported  fi cm  this  kingdom. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  (liilling  and  four  pence  be  charged  upon 
every  one  hundred  weight  of  Lexia  railins  imported  into  this  kingdom* 

That  a  drawback  of  one  Hiilling  and  four  pence  be  allowed  upon  every 
one  hundred  weight  of  Lexia  railins  exported  from  this  kingdom. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  (liilling  and  four  pence  be  charged  upon 
every  one  hundred  weight  of  Faro  railins  imported  into  this  kingdom. 

That  a  drawback  of  one  fliilling  and  fourpence  be  allowed  upon  CTcrj 
one  hundred  weight  of  Faro  raifins  exported  from  this  kingdom. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  (hilling  and  one  penny  be  charged  up- 
on every  one  hundred  weight  of  Lipra,  or  Bclvidcre  raifins,  imported  inio 
this  kidgdom. 

Th^t  a  drawback  of  one  fliiHinpf  and  one  penny  be  allowed  upon  every 
one  hiijidicd  weight  of  Lipra,  or  Bclvjderc  railins,  exported  from  this 
kinj^dom. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  fliilling  and  three  pence  be  charged 
upon  cvcjy  one  hundred  weight  of  Denia  railins,  and  of  all  other  railins 
r.ot  oihcrwifc  enumerated,  imported  into  this  kingdom. 

That  a  drawback  of  one  fliilling  and  three  pence  be  allowed  upon  every 
one  hun.!rcdwci-ht  of  Denia  raifins,  and  of  all  other  mifins  not  other- 
wife  cnuh.erated,  exported  from  tiiis  kingdom. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  two  fliillings  and  three  pence  be  charged 
upon  every  one  ihoullina  lemons  impoitcd  into  this  kingdom. 

That  a  drawback  of  two  fiiillings  and  three  pence  be  allowed  upon 
every  one  thoufanJ  lemons  exportwl  from  this  kingdom. 

That  an  kuJition^l  duty  ol  two  (hillings  and  three  pence  be  charged 
Upon  every  one  thoufand  oranges  imported  into  this  kingdom. 

That  a  drawback  of  toro  fliillings  and  three  pence  be  allowed  upon 
every  one  ihourand  oranges  exported  from  this  kingdom. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  eleven,  pence  be  charged  upon  every  gallon 
of  l-illad  oil  iiaporicd  into  this  kingdom. 
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That  a  drawback  of  eleven  pence  be  allowed  ttpbfi  every  gallon  of  fal- 
lad  oil  exported  from  this  kingdom. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  bulling  and  two  pence  be  charged  upon 
every  pound,  contauiingiijctecn  ounces,  of  lilk  knubs,  or  huiks  of  filk, 
imported  into  this  kingdom. 

That  a  drawback  of  one  fhilling  and  two  pence  be  allowed  upon  every 
pound,  containing  fixteen  ounces,  of  filk  knubs,  or  huiks  ot  (ilk,  ex« 
ported  from  this  kingdom* 

That  the  duties  payable  on  wafle  filk  imported  into  this  kingdom,  do 
ceafe,  determine,  and  be  no  longer  paid. 

That  a  jduty  of  one  ihilltng  ana  iix  pence  be  charged  upon  every 
pound,  containing  fixteen  ounces,  of  waile  filk  imported  into  this  king-^ 
nom. 

That  a  drawback  of  one  (hilling  and  four  pence  be  allowed  upon  every 
pounds  containing  fixteen  ounces,  of  wafle  iilk  exported  from  this  king« 
dom* 

That  a  duty  of  onepenny  halfpenny  be  charged  upon  every  foot  iquarc^ 
fupeYlicial  meafure,  of  mahogany  imported  into  this  kingdom. 

That  a  drawback  of  one  penny  halfpenny  be  allowed  upon  every  foot 
fquare»  fuperficial  meafure,  of  mahogany  exported  from  this  kingdom. 

I'hat  a  duty  of  five  pounds  be  charged  upon  every  ton,  containing 
two  hundred  and  fifty-two  ga,|lons«  of  ipcrmaceti  oil,  imported  into  chU 
kingdom. 

That  a  drawback  of  f^re  pounds  be  allowed  upon  every  ton,  contain* 
tng  two  hundred  and  fifty-two  gallons,  of  fpermaceti  oiU  exported  from 
this  kingdom. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  pound  fix  (hillings  and  fixpence  be 
charged  upon  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  balks,  being 
five  inches  iquare,  and  under  eight  inches  fquarc,  or  if  twenty-four 
feet  in  length  ot  upward 5>  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  any  part  of 
Europe. 

.  That  a  drawback  of  one  pound  fix  fliillings  and  Oxpence  be  allowed 
upon  the  exportation  of  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of 
balks,  being  five  inches  fquare,  and  under  eight  inches  fquarc,  or  if 
t^venry-four  feet  in  length  or  upwards,  having  been  imported  into  thii 
kingdom  from  any  part  of  £urope. 

That*  an  additional  duty  often  (hillings  and  eight  pence  be  charged 
upon  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcorc,  of  balks,  under  five  inches 
fquare,  and  under  twenty-four  feet  in  lengthy  imported  into  this  king* 
dom  from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  a  drawback  of  ten  ihillings  and  eight  pence  be  allowed  upon  the 
exportation  of  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  balks,  under 
five  inches  fquare  and  under  twenty -four  feet  in  length,  having  been 
imported  into  this  kingdom  from  any  pare  of  Europe. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  thiiteen  ihillings  and  three  pence  be  charged 
Upon  every  one  hundred,  containing  Iix  fcore,  of  battens,  being  eight 
•feet  in  length,  and  not  exceeding  twenty  feet  in  length,  not  aL>ove  feven 
inches  in  width,  and  not  exceeding  two  inches  three  qunrters  in  thick'* 
ncfs,  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  a  drawback  of  thirteen  fliillitifirj  and  three  pence  be  allowed  upon 
the  exportation  of  every  one  hundred,  containing  tix  fcore,  of  batten*, 
being  eight  feet  in  length,  and  not  exceeding  twenty  feet  in  length,  not 
above  feven  inches  in  width,  anvl  not  exceeding  two  inches  three  quar- 
etrs  inthickn^fsy  having  bteA  impotced  into  thii  kingdom  from  any  pare 
•f  Europe* 

^  T  2 
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Thftt  ah  additional  diity  of  one  pound  fix  ihillings  and  fix  peace  be 
charged  upon  every  one  hundred,  containing  £x  fcore,  ofhatteos,  ex« 
ceeding  twenty  feet  in  length,  not  above  feven  inches  in  width,  or  if  ex- 
cecidingtwo  inches  three  quartars  in  thicknefi,  imported  into  this  kuig« 
doro  from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  a  drawback  of  one  pound  fix  flillRngs  and  fix  pence  be  allowed 
upon  the  exportation  of  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of 
battens,  exceeding  twenty  feet  in  length,  not  above  feven  inches  ia 
width,  or  if  exceeding  two  inches  three  qaarters  in  thicknefs,  having 
been  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Europe* 

That  an  additional  duty  of  four  fliillings  and  five  pence  be  charged 
upon  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  batten  ends,  under 
eight  feet  in  length,  not  above  feven  inches  in  width,  and  not  exceeding 
two  inches  three  quarters  in  thicknefs,  impoited  into  this  kingdom  from 
any  part  of  Europe. 

That  a  drawback  of  four  {hillings  and  five  pence  be  allowed  upon  the 
exportation  of  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  batten  ends, 
under  eight  feet  in  length,  not  above  feven  inches  in  width,  and  noc  ex* 
ceeding  two  inches  three  quarters  in  thicknefs,  having  been  imported 
into  thts  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  eight  fliiUings  and  ten  pence  be  cbaiged 
upon  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  batten  ends,  under 
eight  feet  in  length,  not  above  feven  inches  in  width,  and  exceeding  two 
inches  three  quarters  in  thicknefs,  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  anj 
part  of  Europe. 

That  a  drawback  of  eight  fliillings  and  ten  pence  be  allowed  upon  the 
exportation  of  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  batten  ends, 
under  eight  feet  in  length,  not  above  feven  inches  in  width,  andexceecU 
thg  two  inches  three  quarters  in  thicknefs,  having  been  ioiportcd  into 
this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  pound  fix  (hillings  and  fix  pence  be 
charged  upon  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  oi  beech  quarters^ 
being  five  inches  Iquare,  and  under  eight  inches  fquare,  or  if  twenty- 
four  feet  in  length,  or  upwards,  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  any 
l^art  of  tEuropc. 

Thar  a  drawback  of  one  pound  fix  Cliillings  and  fix  pence  be  allowed 
Ijpon  the, exportation  of  etery  one  hundred,  containing  fix  (core,  of 
beech  quarters,  being  four  inches  fquare,  aiid  under  eight  inches  fquare^ 
or  if  twenty-four  feet  in  length,  or  upwards,  having  been  imported  into 
this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  ten  (hillings  and  eight  peace  be  charged 
upon  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  beech  quarters,  under 
£ve  inches  fquare,  and  under  twenty-four  feet  in  length,  imp<»ted  into 
this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Europe* 

'  That  a  drawback  of  ten  (hillings  and  eight  pence  be  allowed  upon  the 
cxpoitation  of  every  one  hundred*  cenuining  fix  fcore,  of  Beech  quar- 
ters, under  five  inches  fquare,  and  under  twenty-four  feet  in  length* 
having  been  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  any  pan  of  Europe* 

That  an  addirional  duty  of  two  pounds  nineteen  (liillings  and  fixpence 

be  charged  ujion  every  one  hundred,  containing  dx  fcore,  of  deals,  abovt 

fcvcA  inches  in  width,  exceeding  twenty  feet  in  length,  and  not  exceed- 

'  lAg  four  inches  in  thicknefs,  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  any  part 

of  Europe. 

That  a  drawback  of  two  pounds  nineteen  (liillings  and  fixpence  be  al-^ 
lity,'cl  Mpon  the  exportation  of  every  one  huQdred|  cgotgioing  fix  fcolt^ 
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ofdeals,  above  feven  inches  in  width,  exceeding  twenty  feet  in  length, 
«nd  not  exceeding  four  inches  in  thicknefsy  having  been  imported  into 
this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  five  pounds  and  nineteen  flullings  be  charged 
upon  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcorc,  of  deals,  above  icven 
inches  in  width,  exceeding  twenty  feet  in  length,  and  exceeding  foitr 
Inches  in  thicknefs,  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Europe* 
That  a  drawback  of  nve  pounds  and  nineteen  ihillings  be  allowed  upon 
the  exportation  of  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  deals, 
above  fcveh  inches  ib  width,  exceeding  twenty  feet  in  length,  and  ex- 
ceeding four  inches  in  thicknefs,  having  been  imported  into  this  kingdom 
from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  pound  fix  fliillings  and  fix  pence  be 
charged  upon  every  one  hundred,  containing  (ix  fcort,  of  deals,  above 
feven  inches  in  width,  being  eight  feet  in  length »  and  not  above  twenty 
feet  in  length,  and  not  exceeding  three  inches  one  quarter  in  thicknefs, 
smpontd  into  this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  a  drawback  ot  one  pound  fix  {hillings  and  fix  pence  be  allowed 
upon  the  exportation  of  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of 
dealSf  above  feven  inches  in  width,  being  eight  feet  in  length,  and  not 
above  twenty  feet  in  length,  and  not  exceeding  three  inches  one  quarter 
in  thicknefs,  having  been  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  any  part  o£ 
Europe* 

Tkat  an  additional  duty  of  two  pounds  and  thirteen  (hillings  be  charged 
upon  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  deals,  above  feven  in- 
ches in  width,  being  eight  feet  in  length,  and  not  above  twenty  feet  in 
.  length,  and  exceeding  three  inches  one  quarter  in  thicknefs,.  imported 
'into  this  kingdom  irom  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  a  drawback  of  two  pounds  and  thirteen  (liillings  be  allowed  vpom 
the  exportation  of  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  d^als^ 
;ibove  feven  inches  in  width,  being  eight  feet  in  length,  and  not  above 
twenty  feet  in  length,  and  exceeding  three  inches  one  quarter  in  thick- 
nefs, having  been  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Europe, 

That  an  additional  duty  of  eight  fliillings  and  ten  pence  be  charged 
upon  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  deal  ends,  above  ih* 
ven  inches  in  width,  being  under  eight  feet  in  length,  and  not  exceed* 
ing  three  inches  one  quarter  in  thicknefs,  imported  into  this  kingdom 
from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  a  drawback  of  eight  fliillings  and  ten  pence  be  allowed  upon  the 
exportation  of  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  deal  ends, 
above  (even  inches  in  width,  being  under  eight  feet  in  length,  and  not. 
exceeding  three  inches  one  quarter  in  thickoeis,  having  been  imported 
into  this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  feventeen  fliillings  and  eight  pence  bo 

charged  upon,  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  deal  ends, 

above  feven  inches  in  width,  Iniing  under  eight  feet  in  length,  and  ex* 

ceeding  three  inches  one  quarter  in  thicknefs,  imported  into  this  king* 

.  dom  from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  a  di'awback  of  fcvcnteen  fliillings  and  n^hi  pence  be  allowed 
upon  the  exportation  of  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of 
deal  ends,  above  feven  inches  in  width,  being  under  eight  feet  in  length, 
and  exceeding  three  inches  one  quarter  in  thicknefs,  having  been  ixn* 
ported  into  this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  pound  fix  ihiilings  and  fix  pence  be 
charged  iipon  every  one  hundred^  containing  fuXcort*,  ol  fr  <jaartci«, 
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being  five  inclies  fqvare,  and  under  eight  inch?*  fquare^  or  if  rwcntj* 
four  feet  in  length  or  upwards,  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  anf 
part  of  Europe. 

That  a  drawback  of  one  pound  fix  (hillings  and  fix  pence  be  allowed 
upon  the  exportation  of  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  oT" 
fir  (quarters,  being  five  inches  fquare,  and  under  ei?ht  inches  fquarCf 
or  it  twenty-four  feet  in  length  or  upwards,  having  been  imported  mto 
this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  ten  fliillings  and  eight  pence  be  charred 
upon  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  fir  quarters,  bang 
iinderfive  inches  fquare,  and  under  twenty-four  feet  in  length,  imported 
into  this  kingdom  from  any  p^rt  of  Europe. 

That  a  drawback  of  ten  fiiillings  an4  eight  pence  be  allowed  upon  tbs 
exportation  of  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  fir  quarters^ 
being  under  fire^  inches  fquare,  and  under  twenty-four  feet  in  lengthy 
having  been  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  thi-ee  fiiillings  and  four  pence  bechaiged 
vpon  every  load,  containing  fifty  cubic  feet,  of  fir  timber,  and  timber 
or  all  other  forts  (except  oak  timber  and  timber  of  Ireland)  being  eight 
inches  fquare  or  upwards,  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  any  pan  of 
Europe. 

That  a  drawback  of  three  (hillings  and  four  peace  be  allowed  upott  tbe 
exportation  of  every  load,  containing  fifty  cubic  feet,  jof  fir  timber,  and 
timber  of  all  other  forts  (except  oak  timber  and  timbef  of  Ireland)  being 
eight  inches  fquare  or  upwards,  having  been  imported  into  this  kingdom 
from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  the  duties  payable  on  mafis  hting  twelve  inches  in  diameter  or 
upwards,  imported  into  this  kingdom,  do  ceafe,  determine,  and  be  no 
longer  paid. 

That  a  duty  of  ten  {hillings;  for  every  loadj  containing  fifty  cubic  ftttf 
be  charged  upon  all  mails,  being  twelve  inches  in  diameter  or  upwaidt^ 
imported  into  this  kingdom  in  a  Britifh-built  (hip. 

That  a  duty  of  ten  (hillings  and  fix  pence  for  every  load,  containing 
fifty  cubic  feet,  be  charged  upon  all  mads,  being  twelve  inches  in  dia- 
meter or  upwards,  imported  into  this  kingdom  in  a  foreign  (hip. 

That  a  drawback  of  nine  (hillings  and  eight  pence  be  allowed  upon 
every  load,  containing  fi(ty  cubic  feet,  of  mafts,  being  twelve  inches  ift 
diameter  or  upwards,  exported  from  this  kingdom. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  pound  fix  (hillings  and  fix  pence  be 
charged  upon  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  ufers,  being 
iirc  inches  fquare,  and  under  eight  inches  fquare,  or  if  twenty-fowr  feet, 
in  length  or  upwards,  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Eu- 
rope. 

That  a  drawback  of  one  pound  fix  fliillings  and  fix  pence  be  allowed 
upon  the  exportation  of  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  (core,  of 
ufers,  being  five  inches  fquare,  and  under  eight  inches  fquare,  or  if 
twenty -four  feet  in  length  or  upwards,  having  been  imported  into  tfait 
kingdom  from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  a  duty  of  ton  (hillings  and  eight  pence  be  charged  upon  every 
one  hubdred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  ufers,  being  under  five  inchet 
fquare,  and  under  twenty-four  feel  in  length,  imported  into  this  king* 
dom  from  any  part  of  Europe. 

.That  a  drawback  of  ren  (hillinf^s  and  eight  pence  be  allowed  upon  the 
exportation  of  every  one  hundred,  coutaiijing  fix  fcorO|  of  ufers,  beioj^ 
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under  five  inches  fquare,  and  under  tiventy-four  feet  in  lengthy  having 
been  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  a  duty  of  one  penny  be  charged  upon  every  buQiel,  containing 
fixty-five  pounds  weight,  of  Britifh  rock  fait  exported  from  this  king- 
dom. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  four  fliillings  and  feven  pence  be  charged 
upon  every  chaldcr  of  coals,  Ncwcailie  meafure,  exported  from  this 
kingdom  to  any  place  except  to  Ireland,  the  Ifte  of  Man,  any  Britifli 
colony  er  plantation  in  America,  or  ro  the  Ufiited  States  of  America. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  {hilling  and  ten  pence  be  charged  upon 
every  ton  of  coals,  containing  twenty  hundred  weight,  exported  from 
this  kingdom,  to  any  place,  except  to  Ireland,  the  Hie  of  Man,  any 
Britifli  colony  or  plantation  in  America,  or  to  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica. 

That  for  every  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or  flicet,  or  piece  of 
paper,  upon  which  any  affidavit  for  which  the  flamp  duty  of  lix  pence 
is  payable,  by  virtue  of  an  adt  made  in  the  3 2d  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
late  Majefty,  there  fliall  be  chv'ged  ain  additional  flamp  duty  of  lix  pence* 

That  for  every  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or  flieet,  or  piece  of 
paper,  upon  which  any  copy  of  fuch  affidavit  as  is  before  charged,  that 
iliall  be  filed  or  read  in  any  court,  ihall  be  ingroiTed,  written,  or  printed, 
there  (hall  be  charged  the  additional  flamp  di^iy  of  fix  ]>ence« 

That  for  every  Ikin,  or  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or  fheet,  or 
piece  of  paper,  upon  which  fliall  be  ingroffed,  printed,  or  written,  any 
depoiltion  or  depofitions  of  a  witnefs  or  witncfTes,  taken  in  any  caufe  or 
fuit  before  the  Court  ot  Seflions,  or  Commiffionof  Tiends,  or  Court  oi 
Admiralty  in  Scotland,  or  Commiilkry  Court  of  Edinburgh,  or  in  any 
civil  caufe  before  any  inferior  Court  in  Scotland,  or  whereupon  any  affi- 
davit, or  written  depofition,  produced  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in 
Scotland,  (hall  be  ingroiled,  printed,  or  written,  there  (hall  be  charged 
an  additional  flamp  duty  of  fix  pence. 

That  for  every  Ikin,  or  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or  flieet  or  piece 
of  paper,  upon  which  fliall  be  ingrolTcd,  written,  or  printed,  any  origi- 
nal writ  (except  fuch  original  upon  which  a  writ  of  Capias  xfTues)  fubf  oena^ 
bill  of  Middlcfex,  LatitJt,  writ  of  Capias,  Qiiominus,  writ  of  Dedimut  ^ 
Foteflatem,  to  take  ani'wers,  examine  witnelfes,  or  appoint  guardians, 
or  any  other  writ  whatfocvcr,  or  any  other  procefs  or  mandate,  that  (hall 
iflue  out  or  pafs  the  Great  Seals  of  any  of  the  Courts  at  Wedminfler,' 
Courts  of  great  feifions  in  Wales,  Courts  in  the  counties  Palatine,  or 
any  other  Court  whatfoever,  holding  plea  where  the  debt  or  damage 
doth  amount  to  forty  fhillings  or  above,  or  the  thing  in  demand  is  of 
that  value  (writs  of  covenant  for  levying  fines,  writs  of  entry  forfuffer- 
ihg  common  recoveries,  and  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus,  always  excepted) 
there  (hall  be  charged  an  additional  flamp  duty  of  aie  (hilling. 

That  for  every  fkin,  or  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or  flieet  or 
piece  of  paper,  upon  which  any  agreement  fliall  be  ingrofled,  written, 
or  printed,  for  which  the  flamp  duty  of  fix  fliillings  is  payable,  by  vir- 
tue of  an  ad^  made  in  the  33d  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefly* 
there  flull  be  charged  an  additional  flamp  duty  of  one  Ihilling. 

That  the  exception  in  the  aCt,  made  in  the  23d  year  of  the  reign  of 
his  prefent  Majcfly,  as  far  as  the  fame  relates  to  any  bonds  given  as  fecu- 
rity  for  the  payment  of  any  fum  or  fums  of  money,  amounting  to  one 
hundred  pounds,  or  anylefs  fum,  fhall  be  repealed. 

Tiiat  for  every  Ikin,  or  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment^  or  flieet  or  piece 
of  ^»fCVj  upon  which  iiuli  be  ingroflcd,  written,  or  printed,  in  Great 
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Britain,  any  indenture,  leafe,  bond,  or  other  deed,  for  which  a  (lamp 
duty  of  one  (hilling  is  payable,  by  virtue  of  an  a6t  made  in  the  i^d  year 
of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefly,  there  iliall  be  charged  xa  additional 
ilamp  duty  of  one  AiiiHng. 

That  for  every  (kin,  or  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or  flteet  or 
piece  of  paper,  upon  which  (hall  be  ingrofled^  written,  or  printed,  ztiy 
probate  of  a  will,  or  letters  of  adminidration,  for  any  edate  of  or  above 
the  value  of  foooK,  over  and  above  air  other  rates  and  duties  already 
impofed  thereon,  there  (hall  be  charged  a  farther  additional  duty  of  two 
pounds  and  ten  (hillings  ;  and  where  the  edate  is  of  or  above  the  value 
of  2000I.,  a  farther  additional  duty  of  two  pounds  and  ten  (hillings  ,  and 
where  the  ejdate  is  of  or  above  the  value  of  5000L,  a  farther  addttiooat 
duty  of  five  pounds  ;  and  where  the  edate  is  of  or  above  the  value  of 
xo,oooh,  a  farther  additional  duty  of  ten  pounds. 

That  for  every  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or  (hcet  or  piece  of 
piper,  upon  which  any  receipt,  difchargc,  or  acquittance,  givea  for  or 
vpon  the  pnymcnc  of  nioney,  amounting  to  zocl.»  and  not  amounting  to 
500I.,  (liall  l>e  ingroiTed,  written,  or  printed,  over  and  above  all  other 
rates  and  duties  already  imixjfcd  thereon,  there  fliall  be  charged  an  addi- 
tional duty  of  (ix  pence  ;  and  where  the  ianie  (liall  amount  to  jool.  or 
upwards,  there  (hall  be  charged  a  farther  additional  duty  of  one  (hilling'. 

That  the  prefent  ilarop  duties  payable  on  policies  of  infurftnce,  a»  far 
iL$  the  fame  relate  to  life  or  fea  iiifurances,  (hall  be  repealed. 

That  upon  every  fum  paid,  or  contradled  to  be  paid,  as  a  pietnium  for 
the  iiilurancc  of  any  fum  or  fums,  depending  on  any  event  orcontin* 
gency  relative  to  a  lifj  or  lives,  there  (liail  be  charged  a  fum  equal  to 
one-tenth  part  of  fuch  premium. 

That  for  every  flcin,  or  piece  of  vellum  or  p.<rchmenr,  or  (hcet  or  piece 
of  paper,  upon.which  any  infurancc  of  a  (liip  or  (hips,  or  gc:oJs,  mer- 
chandizes, or  other  property «  on  board  a  (liip  or  (hipSyQudl  bcingroilcd, 
printed,  or  written,  there  Hull  be  charged  the  \\un{»  duties  following; 
upon  the  fums  infured  ;  that  is  to  fay,  where  the  Turn  to  be  infured  (hall 
amount  to  lool.,  a  (lamp  duty  of  twj  QiiUiags  and  fix  pence,  and  fa  pro- 
grcluvely  for  every  fum  of  lool.  infured  ;  and  where  the  fum  to  be  in- 
fured (liall  not  amount  to  icol.,  a  like  llampduty  of  two  (hillings  and  fix 
pence  ;  and  where  the  fum  to  be  infured  (hail  exceed  lOol.,  oi*  any  pro- 
gr':lfivc  fums  of  lool.  each  by  any  ractional  part  of  ic^l.,  alike  llamp 
duty  of  two  (liillings  and  (Ix  pence  for  fuch  fractional  part  of  loal, ; 
which  fcveral  duties  (liall  be  payable  afnd  paid  by  the  ailurcd  hi  fuch  in* 
lur.'.nccs  rcfpcftively. 

That  cvtry  pcrfun  who  (liall  ufe  or  wear  any  |X)wder,  commonly 
called  hair  powder,  of  whatever  materials  the  fame  (lull  be  made,  (liall 
previoufly  enter  his  nr  her  name  and  place  of  abode  with  the  Clerk  of  the 
Ft  ace,  or  his  deputy,  iii  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  EngLtnd,  the 
tlominion  of  Wales,  or  the  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  or  with  the 
Shcritr  Depute  or  St(^u..rt  Clerk  in  Scotland,  of  the  county,  riding,  (liire, 
ftcwirtry,  or  place  where  fuch  per  fon  Hull  rciide,  and  annually  takeout 
a  ciTtificate  thereof. 

Thar  upon  evc*y  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or  (beet  or  piece  of 
pai^cr,  up -.n  which  any  cerrlfi^.uc,  i(rued  to  any  fuch  pcrfon,  lliull  be 
ingrolfcd,  writtcis  or  printed,  there  (hall  be  charged  a  (lamp  duty  of 
one  pound  and  one  (hilhnsj. 

That  no  letter  or  piuket,  diretftcd  by  any  Member  of  either  of  the 
tuo  Houlcs  of  Pnrli.imeit,  fiiill  he  excmprcd  from  the  durv  of  [)4>rru«:e, 
uulcib  the  Mcuibcr  whole  name  (ball  be  iudoncd  tucrcon,  ihail  a'Vaiiy- 
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be  in  fuch  poft  town;'  or  wuhin  the  Umits  of  the  ddirery  of  letterl  for 
Aicb  poll  town,  OB  the  day  on  which  the  fame  (hall  be  put  into  the  poft 
office. 

That  no  letter  or  packet,  which  (hall  be  fentby  thenoft  to  any  Mem- 
ber of  either  Houfe  of  P^Hsmtenty  (hall  be  exempted  from  the  duty  of 
poHage,  unlefs  fuch  Member  (hall  adtually  be  in  London,  or  within  tea 
niles'of  therGtneral  Poit  OiEce,  on  theday  on  which  fuch  lecttr  or  packet 
(hall  be  received  at  che  Gmeml  Pofl  Office. 

That  no  Member  of  either  Houfe  o^  Parliament  (hall  be  allowed  to 
'4i»d'by  the  poft,  free  from  thpt  dutv  of  poftage,  more  than  ten  letters  m 
Any  one  4ay>  nor  Ihali  be  allbWed  to  receive,  free  from  the  fatd  duty, 
inore  than  ten  letters  in  any  one  day* 

That  every  packet  or  cover^  containing  therein  any  paper  with  pat« 
tema  of  cloth,  filk,  fKHT,  or  other  goods,  w  any  fample  of  any  other 
fan  of  thing,  not  exceeding  together  one  ounce  in  weight,  (haH  be  charge4 
%nth  no  higher  rate  df  p^ftage  than  as  a  .fingle  letter^  foas  the  (amebe 
fent  open  at  the  iides,  and  without  any  wrttin|^  within  fuch  packet  or  co« 
ver,  otliefthan  the  prices  of  the  articles  contained  therein. 

That  no  letter  ot*  backer,  fent  by  the  poft  from  any  place  within  the 
Jdngdom  of  OreatSntain«  dircded  by  or  to  any  Member  of  either  H6u(e 
of  Parliament,  flullbe  exeippted  from  the  payment  of  the  duties  of  peftr 
age,  if  fucli  letter  or  packet  mall  exceed  three  quarters  of  an  ounce  in 
weight,  or  if  fuch  letter  or  packet  (hall  contain  more  than  one  inclofure 
therein. 

The  Refolutions  having  been  read, 

Mr.  FOX  entered  irtto  calculations  on  the  fubjeflof  the  Auftrian 
loari,- «uy  fnaintaineciy't^  feveral  arguments  that  the  concluHons 
cf  the  Minifltet  Wefe  erroneous  in  many  initanceson  this  fubjedl. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  niaintained  the  jdtncfs  of  his  calcnla- 
Aw,  as  he  fia<l  fiibmitted  them  laft  night  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  HU&SEY' agreed  with  Mr.  Fox,  and  undertook  to  prove 
diac  the  MfmAer  had  made  an  improvident  bargain.  He  entered 
alfo  iiM  ^Vtind  points  of  calculations  upon  compound  intereit,.  &c. 
and  faid  he  fliould  be  glad  to  fee  an  attempt  made  to  contradiA  his 
emdufiofis. 

Several  .of  the  refolutions  were  then  read  a  fecond  time,  and 
agreed  to.  On  reading  that,  which  impofes  a  duty  on  foreign 
tiflibcr, 

A  Member,  whofe  name  we  did  not  hear,  (hted  fomc  objcc- 
(tons  to  this  tax.  He  faid,  that  a  great  number,  indeed,  of  houfc!^ 
in  the  metropolis,  and  efpecially  in  Mary-le-bon,  now  remained* 
ttfifinilKed  on  account  of  the  late  tax  which  had  been  laid  on  this 
ytiKf  article,  that  expence  having  deprived  the  builders  of  th&  means 
of  fini(hing  them.  He  faid  there  were  whole  (Ireets  in  diat  iitu- 
ation ;  and  he  had  too  much  reafon  to  fear,  th.it  if  this  tax  was 
perlifted  iti,  and  no  relief  of  any  kind  afforded  to  thefe  perfons,  the 
boufes  would  remain  without  roofs,  and  would  fcon  be  in  ruins. 

Yql.XL.  3.U 
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Mr.  FOX  iaid)  he  knew  lAany  houfes  thdt  were'  in  duit  fitua- 

•  tion ;  many  niore  might  be  fe,  of  which  he  knew  nothing ;  but 

he  knew  enough  to  fay,  that  this  was  a  noatter  of  very  ferious  oon- 

iideration,  and  ought  to  be  attended  to  before  the  Houfe  (hould  pofe 

the  bill  upon  this  refolutton.  ' 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid/  that  from  all  the  information  hx 
had  upon  the  fubje^t^  he  had  no  reafon  to  apprehend  that  there 
,any  hardihip  to  any  great  extcnrfelt  by  the  perfona  aUuded  to  ; 
.did  he  appsetiend  there  would  be  fudi  in  confequenoe  of  the  tax  now 
propofcd.  However,  he  faid  hefliould  be  glad  to  receive  £uther 
'informatioiT  upon  that  fubjed  In  the  different  f£sige$  of  the  bill, 
•  Lord  SHEFFIELD  appEebended.very  great  danger  from  cany*- 
'ing  this  duty  upon 'foi-cign  nmber  into  a  law;  fer  he  underflood  thfe 
'duty  which  had  been  impofcclf  upon  that  article  already;  Jiad  in* 
.duced  many  to  oiake  ufe  of  oak  in(lead  of  the  timber  thus  tasDed  ; 
if  thty  had  done  fo  already,  how  much  more  Hkdy  were  they  to  d6 
it  after  a  new  tax  (hould  be  impofcdr  Tt^  might  prove  very  in^ 
jurious  to  the  na\7.  .    ,';  ! 

The  reiblution  was  then  read  and  agreed  td. 

On  reading  the  refolution  for  impoling  a  duty  on  infuranoe  on 
lives  and  on  (hips,  &c.  :    .^ 

Mr/ FOX  fsdd'hiT  feared  there  was  too  much  itafon  to  apprehend 
that  this  duty  would  be  evadcd«>  -  Infu|ances»  be  believed,  bad  been 
fomctimcs  paid  .br  one  party  to, another,  tcgetbcc*  Yfixh  the  duty^ 
and  yet  dioverniiaent  had  never  received  that  duty.  He  mentioned 
this  merely  to  put  the  Mintfter  upon  his  guard,  and  that  allfoli 
fibic  precaution  might  be  taken  in  th^  framing  pf  the  bilL 
,  Mr:  Chancellor  PITT  agreed,  that  it  was  rigbt  to  bc  ai  gqanied 
as  pofiible  upon  this  fubjedt ;  for  he  had  reafon  to  believe,  that 
frauds  had  been  pra<3ifcd  ^  and. he  (hould  feel  himfctf  indebted  to 
Any  gentleman  who  (hould  give  him  hints  upon  this  bufinefs.  le 
Slight  be-  impoflible  totP.Ily  to  avoid  fraud  ;  but  fafe  hoped  the  bill 
would  be  as  well  framed  as  pc^ibk  for  that  purpofe. 

Mr.  THORNTON  thought   there  was  much  difp^oportion  .ii^ 
this  refolution,  and  recommended  an  alteration  of  it.     fle  (aid,  it 
was  his  opinion  the  tax  on  infurances  (hould  be  in.  the  ratio  of  the 
^cmium. 

Mr.  Chancclbr  PITT  faid  a  few  words  in  defence  of  the  rcfi>- 
lution,  and  obferved,  that  there  would  be  an  opportunity  of  d|C- 
CuiTmg  the  matter  on  the  introdudlion  of  the  bill. 

The  refolutton  was  then  agreed  to. 

On  reading  the  refolution  for  the  regulation  of  franking, 

Mr.  JOLIFFE  faid,  he  iawn^ny  inconvenicncics  arifing  from 
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the  veiiihidoii'al^  It  idien  ftood,  infomuGh  as  it  i^ftd  impoflEifcle  tb  af^ 
certain  at  what  places  Members  might  be  at  particular  timet' when 
letters  wore  franked  by  them  or  fent  to  thetn.'  Omil  this  matter 
could  be  more  properly  adjufted,  he  conceived  that^it  might  bcprol 
duflive  of  much  trouble  and  litigation  between  Members  and  the 
f)eople  at.the  Poft  CMfice.  From  this  conliderdlion«  thereforci  he 
oould  not  agree  to  the  refolution  in  its  prcfent  indeterminate  (late 

Mr*  BUXTON  thought  Che  privileges  of  franking  ought  to  be 
given  upy  or  at  leaft  only  retained  during  the  aAual- fitting  of  Par* 
liament. 

^  Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  was  of  opinion  that  the  fum,  as  pro- 
poTed  by  the  refolution,  was  not  likely  to  be  raifed,  as  from  the  ac^^ 
counts  kept  at  the  General  Pod  Office,  it  appeared  that  the  whole 
amount  of  letters  franked  by  Members  was  only  6oyOool. 

A  (hort  debate  took  place,  in  the  courie  of  which  fome  fuggef- 
tions  of  amendment  were  given. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  was  decidedly  againd  the  whole  of  the  re- 
folution. The  only  privilege  almod  that  a  Member  of  thai  Houfe 
had  left  was  that  of  franking;  and,  he  maintained,  that  a  perfon 
who  had  fix  or  feven  thoufand  conftituents  ought  not  to  be  limited 
as  to  the  number  of  letters  which  he  fhould  write  to,  <Jr  receive  from 
iuch,  free  of  poftage,  becaufe  there  was  no  defining  the  number 
with  whom  wi  might  have  occafion  to  correfpond  upon  public  bull- 
nefs :— under  fuch  confideration  he  ihould  oppofe  this  duty  and  re- 
gulation in  every  Aage. 

The  Houfe  divided  :— 

For  the  refolution  49  ;  Againft  it  9. 

A  converfation  of  confiderable  length  then  took  place  on  the  va- 
rbus  modes  propofed  by  different  Members -for  the  alteration  of  the 
plan  now  propofed  by  the  Minifler  for  the  regulation  -of  franking» 
which  the  Speaker  terminated  by  declaring  it  to  be  irregular. 

Colonel  STANLEY  faid,  that  fome  exceptions  ought  to  be  made 
in  favour  of  the  militia,  whofe  affe^l^s  to  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren were  kept  aliv^  by  having  the  opportunity  of  correfponding  with 
them,  through  the  medium  of  their 'officers,  often  Members  of  Par- 
liament,  in  quarters  with  them. 

.  Mr.  CHARLES  DUNDAS  thought  that  during  the  fitting  of 
Parliament  letters  ought  to  be  addrelfed  to  the  Houfe,  as  it  wouW 
indfice  Members  to  attend  more  conftantly  their  Parliamemary  duty 
than  in  general  they  are  accuftomed  to  do. 

A  Member,  whofe  name  we  did  not  hear,obfer\'ed  that  he  diought 
it  would  be  unjuft  that  a  Member,  who  had  a  great  number  of  con- 
ftitucnts,  as  was  his  cafe,  fliould  only  have  the  privilege  of  recciv- 
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ifig  no  more  leCten  free  from  tbem  than  one  tbfap  oidy  tcpiefentctf 
Old  Sarum. 

Mr.  R.  SMITH  moved  an  amendment  to  the  itfolution  7  in^ 
Head  of.allofriitg  one  indofure  to  each  cover,  there  Ifaoiild  be  t«ro 
allowed* 

Tb^s  was  fiippocted  by  Mr.  Thornton^  and  others,  upon  wfaick 
a  (hort  debate  arofe. 

Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  oppofed  ttie  amendment,  as  beinE  cniw 
Irary  to  the  very  principle  on  which  the  Committee  voted  the  refo- 
lution,  namely,  that  bills  of  exohange,  and  other  in(faiiment% 
/hould  not,  to  Ac  fame  esctent  as  formerly,  be  allow^ed  to  paft 
through  the  kingdom  without  po(bg0 

The  Houfe  divided. 

For.  the  amendment,  7  ; — Ag^ft  itf  4i« 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  gave  notice  that  on  the  3d  of  Mardi 
next,  he  (hould  move  for  the  fccood  reading  of  a  UU  Sot  giving  re*- 
lief  to-poor  perfons  at  dieir  own  homes. 

The  Houfe  then  proceeded  Co  take  into  fiuther  oonfideration  the 
Report  of  a  bill  for  raifmg  out  of  different  counties,  a  number  of 
men,  in  proportion  to  the  inhabited  houfes,  for  the  better  manmiy 
the  navy,  &e*    Several  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAWTHORNE  propofed  a  daufe,  (he  purport  of  whidi 
was,  that  every  perfon  keq)ing  three  male  fervants  IWnild  find  one. 
man  for  the  navy,  or  pay  a  fine.  Every  perion  keeping  five  male 
fervants  to  find  two  men,  or  pay  a  fine,  &c. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PUT  oppofed  the  daufe,  and  the  Houfe  re^ 
fuli^  leave  to  bring  it  up. 

The  bill,  with  the  amendments,  was  oideicd  to  be  ingn>ff<9d» 
and  read  a  third  time  on  Thur(day»  if  then  ii^gprQlfled.*<*AdjoQro0d 
to  Thurfday. 


The  following  Papers  were  laid  on  Ac  Tabli^  for  the  pero£^rf 
Ihc  Members* 
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674 

».35» 
118 


7J 
7 

4 


1,880,(86  x;    i{ 


DUTIES,  Anno  Z791, 


Suprs  ■ 

BritiOi  Spirits 

Foreign  Ditto 

Malt  ■■■ 

Bills  and  Receipts  " 

Game  Duty  — — 

£.  zo  per  cezit*  on  AiTeiled  Taxes 


«i« 


134,302  6  8 

109,783 

»39»o75  «o  ^ 
500  —  — 

»53>494  «i  10 
93,164  6  2| 
747,ej2  16  5J 


t^9 


PARLIAMENTARY 


A.  179$. 


DUTIES,  Anno  1794. 


*  Briti(h  Spirits- 
foreign  ditto 
Glafs  — 

Attornies  Aniclefe 
JSricks,  Cudbnis 
Slates  and  Scones 
-Brfckrsmd  Tilc« 
Spirit  Licences 
•Paper,  Excife 
Ditto,  Cufioms 


£.    /.    if. 

65.503 

84,33s 

23*068 

I2,02t      9  — 
54,643 

'5,tit  II  II 

52  15  10 

319OC0  —  — 

77,565 

866  10    8 

354»t66    7     5 


Total  of  CUSTOMS,  EXCISE,  and  STAMPS  11.794,305  11  10 

1,880,586  15     i| 

747,83*  16  si 

354,166    7    s 
—        14,77M9'  10  »oi 


tttto  INCIDENTS 
Ditto  DUTIES,  Anno  1791 
Ditto  DUTIES,  Anno  1794 

GRAND  TOTAL 


Exchequer^  the  12th 
Day  of  January  1795. 


"-^ 


JAMES  nSHER. 


A.  17^.  D  E  B  jM>  E  S.      .  519 

An  ACCOMPT  of  the  Total  Produce  of  the  Duties  of  CUS- 
TOMS, EXCISE,  STAMPS,  and  INCH)ENTSIi  refpcq- 
tivdy  for  One  Year,  ended  the  loth  Day  of  Odober  1794  } 
-  di(tingui(hin|;  (as  far  as  poflible)  in  each  Branch,  the  Product  on 
"  every  feparate  Article,  the  Duties  on  which  have  amcamted  to 
One  thousand  Pounds,  or  morej  in  the  Four  Quarters  of 
the  Year :  viz. 


The  Total  prodisce  of  the  Duties' of  Cuftomi  for 
One  Year,  ended  the  loth  Day  of  October  17949 
as  per  Accompt  (A)  <  — 

Ditto  of  the  Duties  of  ExciTe  b»  One  Year,  ended 
/  dit^  (exclufive  of  586,S881.,  the  Produce  of  the 
annualMak  Duties)  as  per  Accempt  (B) 

pitto  of.thetStamp^Dutics  for  One  Year, -^ndcd 
ditto,  as  per  Accompt  {C^         ^    ■ 
•      '  .  ■•  * 

puto.  of  Incidents  atihe  Receipt  of  the  Excheouer 
(  for.Poe  Year,  ended  ditto,  as  per  Accompt  (D) 


4,044,9*3  ij    6| 


7.541.96s  *  Si 

w 

1,420,867  XI    la 

« 

2,368,839    s  »of 


*'  In  the  Sum  of  2,368,^39!.  51.  icfd.  dated  as 

"  '  thic  Anhount  of  Incidents  at  the  Exchequer, 

'^-'  "is  included  352,'! 84L  6s.  5jd.,  being  ,thc 

t  ^  Amount  of  the  Imprefl  and  other  Monies 

'  "  "  paid  lit  there  within  the  above Tcriod. 


v^ 


Prcfentcdpurfuant  to  an  Aft  of  the  27th  Year 
of  his  prefcnt  Maje(ly%  Reign,  the  2d  Day 
^  •f  January  179*5,' by 

GEOROE  ROSE, 


5» 


PARLlAMfeNTARY 
(  A. ) 


A. 1795. 


tl  ACCOUJTf  rf  th6  Tottfl  Net  ^rtduce  pand  into  the  Ex- 
cheqtier  cf  fKe  Duties  of  CUSTOMS  in  Ei^land  and  Scotland ; 
diftingmfliingf  as  far  as  poflibie,  the  Produce  upon  eveiy  lcpa« 
rate  Article,  the  Duties  on  which  fliall  have  amounted  to  loool. 
or  morc»  in  the  Fbiir  Quarters  endii^  the  xoth  Day  of  Oo- 
tober  1794. 

C  H  A  R  O  S. 


spECues  or  coops. 


Net  Froduce,  fobjeft 
to  tk€  PaymcnUoff 
B<>uniiet  aad    Mft* 


Aihesy  Pearl  and  Poet 

Barilla  

Brimftone.  m 

^riilfes  qridrefied 
Bugle,  great 
Carpets,  Turkey 
China  Ware  — 

Copper,  unwrougbt 
Cork  — • 

Corn,  Oats  -^ 

Wheat        — 

iDrugs-^Porax  refined 
Cafiia  Lignca 
Cortex  Peru 
[uniper  Berries 
lanna           .— 
Oil  perfumed 
Opium             — 
Q^ickfilver 
Rhubarb 
Saccarum  Satumi 
Senna  


Tui 

Mi 


Succus  Liquoriciae 
DyeSiufis,  Smalu 
Elephants  Teech 
Feathers  for  Beds 
Fruit,  Lemons  and  Oranges 
Fruit,  Nuts,  fitiali 
Glafs  Plates 


Grocery — ^Almonds,  Jordan 

-^ —  not  Jordan 

Cinnamon 

Cloves 

Cocoa 

Coffee 

Currants 

Fi^s 

Ginger 
Maco 


7 
I 


■I 

»3 


•*-• 


962    I 

13,078  17 

8,524  10 

876  10 
2,070  13 

9*865 
1 1083 

3»777 

rt'36 

9»48S    , 
4.396  II 

999  »9 
■s,35i    6 

»f047  n 

881    4 

x^8a 

1064 

3,666 

2,0x5 

»,54« 
1,612 

7,065 

9>6jo 

1,264 

7»S«7 
9,879  19 

3.1^3    3 
S»8o7    7 

2,91^    I 

'»33;  X3 
i>328  12 

z,2o8    5 

1,679  13 

45.851  — 

73»403  13 
1,988    I 

af2s3  12 

M»7  la 


4 

17 
f 

8 

2 

22 

7 
6 


J. 
10 

2 

9 

X 

2 
6 

X9 
II 

ff 

t 

9 

I 


'i  J 

7 


4 
xo 

3 

2 

xo 
10 

2 

9 

2 

8 

XX 

6 

9 

2 

II 
6 
8 

9 

4 


A, 179J 


DEBATES. 
CHARGE. 


SPECIES  OF  GOODS. 


Orocery— Xutmrgi           — *            — 

_ 

Pepper              -=-              

Pimento              —              

RulinS,  DenU              

_ 

^ Ijri^           

— 

i»,643     >     * 
11,656    3    » 

Rice                —                

11 

Saga                ■     ■-             . 



i,j9i     7  10 

__ 

,448,19s  19    5 

Tea            

118,699    4    > 

Hiir,  Horfe             ~ —               

64a  .6    a 
j88  la    0 

Human              ,       

__ 

•  Hemp,  Rough            —             — 
Hidet,  Indian              ^ 

_ 

n«,j09    4    s 

— 

•;.t  ,1  1 

Lofli             

Incle,  wrought             ~—                ^^ 
Iron,  Bar               

5 

't'3*    9    * 

J.J97  14    0 

I4<'.384     7  10 

j_  Catt               

-_ 

1,567  14     7 

_ 

1,190  19    9 

i.:_.   .       r>-    i—T.L. 

Canvat,  Hefleni               -— - 

Z 

»>430    4     5 
19,917  17    6 

Sptuet                

DamaDt  Tablingi  Silcfia          — ^ 

~" 

5,093     I  ti 
i,3i7    7  10 

Drilling            

2,176  18    z 

Germaoj-,  Narrow            

— 

49.3  S3    4    9 

Ruffia,  Broad,  above  aij         

— 

a'.3S+  '7     * 

^—  above  31J           — 

'.7'7  "2     7 

—  ^  above  36          

3,997  19    4 

——  Narrow 

4,701     6    6 

Towelling  and  Napkining 

_. 

i,.oj     s   It 
3,373     6  It 

Manufadured  Articles  of  India            .^ 

Mats,  Ruffia                

— 

.,8j6,.     s 

*  Hats,  Chip 
Oil,  Ordiaaty 

— :-  Sallad  

Train  

Paper,  Foolfcap  ■  ■ 

Piaures  — i— 

Piece  Goods  of  India. — Callicoei  — 

Muflins  

NHiikcens 
-   Prohibited        — 

Saltpetre  — —  

Vbi.XL.  3X 


13,666  19  8 

5,118  19  o 

1,611  10  9 

'.35 J     9  o 

937    4  ro 

ji,473  10  8 

"M74  '7  » 

11,647  17  o 

14.3^7  '8  9 

846   19  • 


522 


PARLIAMENTARY 


A.  179s 


CHAR  GE. 


SPECIES  OF  GOODS. 


Seeds,'  Clover  

Shells,  Mother  of  Pea^l 

Silk,  Bengal,  Raw  , 

China,  Raw-  — - 

'  Italian  and  Turkey,  Raw 

— —   ThrcHvn  

Skins.— Bear,  Black  - 

Beaver  ^ 

X'alf,  uncUcfhM 

— Tann'd  • 

I>cer,  in  hftir 

Kid,  .undi-eit'd 

Martin         •      . . 

Snuff  

Spirits. — Br:indy  

Geneva  — - 

Rum  

Stone*,  Blocks  of  Marble 

Tar  -  .   ^ 

Thread,  Sillers  — 

TobaccQ                   - 
Tpv  . 

Turpentine  x 

Wax,  Bees  . 

Wines,  Cuiloms  only. — Canary 

French 

Madoira 


Wood. — Ba^ks 

:       Battens 

Boards,-  Paling 

•  Scaic 

Deals  — 

— ^-  Ends 
L*:ithwaod 
Mads      '       — 
riank,  Oak 
Staves 
Timber,  Fir 

Oak 

Ufcrs  — 

Wainfcot  logs 
Yarn,  Mohair  '^— 


Portii:;al  — 

Rhenifli  ^ 

Sj>anifli  — 


Net  Produce, 

fubjeft 

to   the  PaymciU 

of 

Bounties    aud    Ma- 

nageacnt. 

£' 

J. 

d. 

4,363 

16 

4 

'»53» 

5 

7 

100,834 

^5 

0 

24,854 

4 

10 

6,945 

18 

10 

93»7^3 

16 

£ 

2,016 

6 

0 

1,022 

13 

6 

1,801 

8 

5 

2,604 

I 

I 

3,268 

* 
> 

3.^.12 

U 

0 

3n 

^9 

8 

866 

«4 

2 

29,388 

U. 

8 

28,48  r 

17 

I 

49,c86 

19 

10 

1,434 

^9 

0 

7,387 

10 

10 

»»i74' 

10 

I 

■      235'  =  ^' 

6 

0 

1,2^0 

»9 

6 

3,c68 

0 

5 

3*462 

15 

II 

1,421 

4 

5 

10,465 

9 

10 

12,082 

3 

2 

377.794 

19 

i\ 

3.213 

5 

4 

75.5;^' 

6 

2 

2,227 

9 

6 

TI,2DI 

»7 

4 

1,215 

8 

-9 

1,22^ 

I  [ 

2 

125,411 

18 

8 

3*7^5 

'3 

5 

3,104 

»3 

9 

3.2C7 

«9 

9 

7,056 

3 

10 

16,764 

I 

6 

54,963 

^3 

I 

1,051 

•) 

6 

1,106 

0 

3 

3>"8 

12 

5 

ifi9S 

7 

« 

II 

A,  1795. 


DEBATES. 


523    . 


CHARGE, 


SPECIES  OF  GOODS. 


Net  Produce,  fubjefb 
to  the  Paymcfits  of 
Bounties  and  Ma- 
nagement. 


Coals 

Indigo 

Lead 

Skins,  Beaver 

Tin 


Other  fiibfidy  articles  

Coals  brought  coallways 

Wine  brought  coaftways  to  London 
Stones  and  Slates  brought  coaftways 
Surcharges  on  fundry  I'mall  articles 
Intcrefl  on  bonds 


0} 

o 
o 

a  i, 
—     >S  ^ 

3 
C/3 


Tobacco  condemned  or  fold  for  the  duty 
Duties  on  corn 


Received  from  the  infpctftor  of  corn  returns  — 

Duty  on  wine,  fold  by  the  excifc  —  — 

Duties  remitted  from  the  plantations  — 

Window,  or  commutation  duty,  by  24  Geo.  IIL 
Sundry  fmall  articles,  the  duties  whereof  have  not! 
amounted  to  /".looo  on  each  -—  j 


r  1,204  10   9 
98,370  18  10 

8,11}     8     2 

3>479  10 
4,453  18 

6,641     7 

S'8,239 
970 

6,064  If 

a>S79  19 
6 

7»S87 
23,129  12 

864  10 

^79  13 
24,507     4 

229,848     I 
280,313    o 


6 


16 


7 
6 

5 

10 

9 
II 

7 

9 
6 

8 

8 

8 

I 
I 
8 


7l 


5,101,206  10    o| 


3X 


SM 


PARLIAMENTARY 


A  1795. 


DISCHARGE. 


By  PAYMEN^TS  out  of  the  NET  PRODUCE. 


Payments  out  of  the 
Net  Produce. 


Payments  out  of  the  .Net  Produce,  vix. 

Bounties  — —  —  -•- 

Re-pay menis  on  over  entries  and  damaged  goods 
Charges  of  management  '  ■  — 

Money  illued  out  of  the  revenues  of  Scotland,  ap- 1 
plicable  to  His  Majefty's  Civil  Qovernmest      J 
Paxd  Treafurers  of  the  counties  in  Scotlandi  on\ 


account  of  corn  returns 
T^z]d  into  the  Exchequer 


$66,808 


44.9^9  »S 
801 


J. 
6 


41,118    8    o| 
402,62^    4    9 


*l 


o    o 


^    4,044,923  IS    6^ 


Infpe^lor  General's  OfEce, 
Cuilom  Houfe,  I^ondon, 
Dec.  i6thy  i794« 


£.  5,ioi»2o6  10    o| 


THOMAS  IRVING, 
Infpedlor  General  of  the  Imports 
'  iM^d  Exports  of  Great  firitain. 


A,  i795t 


DEB  AT  E  Sf 


5»S 


An  Account  of  the  Total  Net  Produce  of  die  Duties  arlfing  from 
the  Stamp  Revenue,  that  have  amounted  to  loooL  or  more,  in 
the  Four  Quarters  next  preceding  the   i  oth  Day  of  Oftober, 

J794t 


Confolidated  Duties 
Infurance  — 

Burial^,  &c* 

Hats        r 

Plate  — 

Poft  Horfc  Duty 
Medicine 
Game        — 
Attornka 


Pawnbrokers 

Glove 

Perfumery 

Judges  Duty 

Bills 

Receipts  « 

Additional  Game,  1791 

Attornies,  1794 

Apprentice  Duty 


Stamp  Office, 
S  4th  October,  1794. 


9 

2 

o 

4 


779,866 
127,201 

*  3.8^5 
9*338 
13,248  17 

196,339  18 

X2,6Z2  x6 

39,920  II 
26,017  13 

4iS7»  o 
4,364  18 

3»676 
.   1,558 

110,973 

43»S8i 
16,991 

9»»9S 
7*675 


2 
8 

7 

4 

z 

9 
7 


t 
o 
s 

zx 
I 
o 
I 
8 
6 
iz 

3 

3 

o 

8 

2 

3 
o 

IX 


1,420,867  II  10 


J.  LLOYD,  pro  Compt, 
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Sjo  parliamentary  a.  ^795, 

An  ACCOUNT  of  the  total  produce  paid  into  the  Exdicquer  of 
the  Duties  under  the  Head  of  INCIDENTS;  diftingqUhii« 
(as  6r  as  poflTiblc)  in  each  Branchf  th^Produce  on  every  fqparate 
Article,  the  Duties  op  which  (hall  have  amoimted  to  Oni^ 
THOUSAND  Pounds,  or  nriorc,  in  the  Four  Qj^rt^  ended 
the  I  oth  Odobcr,  I.794* 


ConroUdated  Salt 

]>itto r-  Letter  Money 

Letter  Money,  1760 
Seizures  "  -i  » 

Firft  Fruits  > 

Tenths 


^^■ 


Hawkers  and  Pedlars,  lyxa 
HacVney  Coaches  and  Chairs,  171 1 

Ditto 1— , -^  17S4 

6d  Dedudion  on  Penfions,  1 7  2 1 

i«  Ditto onSalirics,  1758    . 

Male  Servants 
Vemale  Ditto 
4  Weel  Carriages 
i  Well  Dhto 
Carts  -^ — - 

Horfes  — 


*mm- 


•V 


Hoiifei  and  Windows,  1766 
Houfes,  1779  — — 

Alienation  Duty 
xol  per  Cent.  -r— 


The  produce  of  Duties  under  i,«eol.,  within  the 
^am^  Period,  amoi^ts  to 


4ia,9&7 
X  $6,000 
299,000 

9,918 

xXiSop 
14,000 

331465 

96.137 

4.4»o 

162^83$ 

33.^50 

1,39^. 
w8,754 

.86,983 


9    a| 

—    9l 

I  "4 


—     9 
x*  xii 

14 

■I 

6 

9 

»4 

«S 
5 


i 

Ai 
3i 
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2,0x4,003  -6    9I 
2,6 J 2  IS    7I 

2^016,654  19    si 


At  iw 


DE  fi  ATE  S. 


Money  paid  by  Lieut.  General  ChriAie,  Deputy 
Quarter  Mafler  General  in  North  America,^ 
on  Balance  of  his  Accouiy  fix>m  i7S7toi766 

Ditto  by  Edward  Kobertai  Efg.,  Firfi  Clerk  to 
the  Clerks  of  the  Pells,  for  the  Refidue  of 
Exchequer  Fees  for  the  confoUdated  Fund 

Ditto  by  Charles  Long,  Efq,,  for  Interefi  on 
x87)00qI.  for  Annuities  -!7-         — 

Ditto    by  George  Rofe,  Efq,,  for  Foil  Fines  from 

I|7StOX788  -^r-  -r 

DittQ    by  tflimes  Ballard,  Efc{.»  pn  Account  of  the 

Worcefiexihire  Militia  ■.  ■■     ■ 

Ditto    by  Kender  Mafon,  Bfq.,  Executor  of  Ken^er 

Mafon  — —        ■    ■.  •    ■  '  ■ 

Ditto    by  James  Ruflelli  Efq.,  on  CapUin  Robert 

Qalfour^s  Account  ■'  >   'n^         -r 

Ditto    by  Wm.  Chamberlayney  Efor,  on  Account 

of  DanieJ  Chamier  deceafea  ■    «>' 

Pitto    by  John  Fenwick,  £fqv>  for  the  Cariiavon 

Militia  ■.  uj-  "^  - 

Ditto    by  Claudp  Scott,  on  Account  of  Wheat,  &c« 

fold  for  Government  ■.■■   i  ■        r^ 

Ditto    by  the  Eaft  India  Company,  in  Part  of  an 

Annual  Sum  of  50^0001  •  — . 

Qitto    by  Robert  BifTett,  £fq„  qn  Account  of  th« 

Arrpament,  1793  -^4-  -^ 

Ditto    by  Fludyer  aqd  Co,  on  Account  of  Cloathing" 

fold  for  Government  'J'    h, 

QittQ    \>y  Abrahani  Newland,  Efq.^  being  the  Sur- 

flus  after  paying  off  the  Principal  an4 
ntereft  upon,  Exchequer  Bills,  msule  forth 
by  virtue  of  gn  Aft  33.  Gij.  in»  Rs*  for 
enabling  His  Majefly  to  ifTue  Exchequer 
Bills  _, ,  

Impreft  Money  rerpud  by  Jofette  Murray,  Exet 
cutrix  of  Richard  Murray,  late  Bar(tick 
Mader  in  Quebec  -rr  — 

Ditto  ■         .  ^by  the  Right  Hon.Welbore 
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£l|iS|  late  Treufui'er  qf  (he  N^vy 
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9.467 
500 

40,000 

250,900 

9,000 
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352,184 
2,016,654 


6     $: 

19    S: 


M68»839    5  iq| 


Exchequer,  the  i^th 
Day  pf  November,  S794* 


E}(amineJ, 


QRENVILLB, 


BKD   OF    THB    FORTIETH    VOlUMf* 


